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Gazeho lights wpy Nomay Pak

Submitted photo
The gazebo at Nornay Park
is decorated for the holiday
season. A dedicated Nornay
Park Committee decorate the

gazebo every Christmas.
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New Town Administrator
attends first Select
Board meeting

By Ellenor Downer
Editor
edowner@turley.com

BARRE - Select Board Chair
Maureen Marshall introduced
Tammy Martin, Barre’s new Town
Administrator at the Monday, Dec.
18 meeting.

The Town Administrator said
she met with employees and
department heads. She reported
a few flood issues in the Henry
Woods Building. Chair Marshall
said Town Administrator Martin
has been meeting with the finance
team as well.

Liquor license transfer

The Select Board held a pub-
lic hearing for the transfer of the
liquor license from Dominic’s
Inc., doing business as Barre Mill
Restaurant to Mile 61 Tavern with
Jason Pietrzak, manager. They
unanimously approved the license
transfer and now it goes to the
state Alcoholic Beverages Control
Commission for their approval.

Select Board reports

Select Board Vice Chair John
Dixson discussed a digital equi-
ty grant and to have other towns

involved in the grant in an effort
to receive funding. Select Board
member Mark Regienus said he
received reports from residents
about road flooding caused by
Monday’s storm. He said Loring
Road had some overhanging tree
branches, which needed to be
trimmed.

The board talked about upgrad-
ing the town website to include
a reporting option for residents.
Select Board Marshall said
there are Heating Ventilation Air
Conditioning issues in almost all of
the town owned buildings includ-
ing the Henry Woods Building. She
said the town did not have anyone
in charge of plants and facilities
and said there was a possibility
of sharing some services with the
Quabbin Regional School District,
which does have such a depart-
ment. She said the people, who
work in these buildings, deserve
to have heat or to not work in an
excessively hot office.

Elevator inspection

Chair Marshall said the eleva-

tor in the Henry Woods Building

See BARRE, page 5

Hazard mitigation
plan discussed at
public hearing

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

HARDWICK - A public hear-
ing was held for the town’s haz-
ard mitigation plan.

This sort of plan is carried out
every five years to identify haz-
ardous activities in the town of
Hardwick and what impacts they
entail. Providing a clear under-
standing of hazard mitigation is
Jamie Caplan Consulting, LLC.

The presentation started with
a question and answer segment to
get a general idea of the audience
in attendance during the public
hearing and get an understand-
ing of the town of Hardwick.
Jamie Caplan Consulting is an
emergency management service
and provides and develops emer-
gency management solutions for
communities facing all forms of
disaster.

Going over hazard mitigation,
it is essential to help inform a
town who may encounter differ-
ent phases of disaster and provide
resources to minimize the out-
comes of those impactful disas-
ters. Hazard mitigation is any
sustained action taken to reduce
or eliminate the long-term risks
to life and property from hazard-
ous events. These actions are to
minimize risk to people, property
and the environment.

Part of the plan is to build a
community profile, provide haz-
ard information and risk assess-
ments, identify community capa-
bilities, find mitigation strategies
and plan implementation and

maintenance.
||o4s79 13177|
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There are many benefits to
hazard mitigation planning. The
plan can provide cost effec-
tive actions, build partnerships,
increase awareness of hazard-
ous risks, communication and
more importantly save lives and
money.

The planning process begins
around September and ends
around April of the following
year and must be submitted to
the Massachusetts Emergency
Management Agency for approv-
al. During the public hearing,
there was a lot of community
engagement to help Jamie Caplan
Consulting to look back and
gather information and review
other plans currently in place for
the town of Hardwick.

Other plans to bring into con-
sideration include a state hazard
plan, municipal vulnerability pre-
paredness plan, economic devel-
opment plan, a housing plan, and
a master plan.

When asked, attendees of the
public hearing addressed current
concerns in the community of
Hardwick. The most concerned
risks in Hardwick are storms,
power outages, windstorms,
flooding, fallen trees, winter
storms and water contamination.

Jamie Caplan Consulting
mentioned other hazardous risks
that are very common throughout
the year. Extreme temperatures,
drought, earthquakes, tropical
storms, invasive species, land-
slides, tornadoes, wildfires and
brush fires.

To protect the community
and residents of these risks, the
emergency service asked resi-
dents of Hardwick what some of
their critical facilities are. These
are structures of communities to

See HARDWICK, page 6

‘The Old Woman’s Cat’

Jake enjoys looking outside from the comfort of his

warm home.

Author publishes
children’s book about
adventurous cat

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette @ turley.com

BARRE - Ever since she was a
child, Alice Lesak has had a love
for animals, and from the day she
was born, her house has always
had at least a dog or cat in it.

She has also always had a love
for writing and storytelling, often
joining together with her best
friend in grade school to pen a
number of tales.

“I have written stories since I
was a little girl,” Lesak said.

Lesak has recently published
her book, “The Old Woman’s Cat”,
a children’s book based on the
adventures of her cat, Jake, and his
animals friends.

Lesak got Jake and his

brother Jet as kittens after the
passing of her 20 year old cat. The
nearly identical brothers will be
turning 7 years old on New Year’s
Day.

“They were going to be house-
cats,” Lesak said of Jake and Jet.
“But they were probably 3 months
old when they figured out the dog
door.”

One day, Lesak was informed
by her neighbor that her large
black cat, Jake, was outside play-
ing with a baby fox. She wrote
to one of her friends about the
strange budding friendship
between Jake and the fox, and her
friend encouraged her to make this
the subject of a book.

“I took an afternoon to write
it,” Lesak said of the book, which
was then illustrated by Stephanie
Koller. Lesak is already thinking
about writing her next book.

Jake and Jet are joined by
Lesak’s dogs, Katie and Max.
Together, the group enjoys walks
around Lesak’s quiet neighbor-

Barre author Alice Lesak has
recently published
Woman’s Cat”, a delightful chil-
dren’s book detailing the adven-
tures of Jake the cat and friends.

hood.

ing with us for four or five years,”
Lesak said

walks this past spring that Lesak
witnessed firsthand Jake’s interac-
tions with the fox.

day, I heard yowling,” she said.
“Jake came out after the fox all
fluffed up, chasing the fox.”

Woman’s Cat” is fictional, but a
few of the events that transpire in
the book were inspired by things
Jake actually did.

book, it is the second book she’s
written, with the first still in the
process of being illustrated. That
book was inspired by her friend
who lives on a nearby farm and
has a house cat and a barn cat.

Submitted Photos

“The OlId

“These cats have been walk-

It was during one of these

“Jake ran into the woods one

Lesak said a lot of “The Old

While this is her first published

“I wondered if they ever talk-

See OLD WOMAN'’S CAT,

page 7

Paula Grandpre
Wood presents
‘Letters to
Ancestors’

HARDWICK - Author Paula
Grandpre Wood presents “Letters
to Ancestors” on Saturday, Jan.
13 at 1:30 p.m. at Paige Memorial
Library 87 Petersham Road.

Space is limited and registra-
tion is recommended by emailing
director.paigelibrary @ gmail.com
or calling 413-477-6704.

Grandpre Wood’s book
“The Long Walk Home with the
Ceinture Fléchée: The Arrow
Sash”. invites readers to walk in
the steps of real people with real
joys and terrible heartache as they
make the fateful decision to leave
behind everything they knew in
La Rochelle, France and begin life
anew in New France.

After serving indentureships,
they began families, and some of
her ancestors were caught up in
the Acadian Dispersal. In the more
recent past her ancestors immigrat-
ed once again, this time to the U.S.

Through genealogical research
of Grandpre Wood’s ancestors that
was gifted to her by a family mem-
ber, she learned the bare facts of
the many generations of her for-
bears’ lives.

One day these ancestors began
speaking to her heart. She respond-
ed by delving into the broader story
of the times they lived through. She
began writing a series of letters to
specific grandparents, asking them
unanswerable questions and telling
them how she longed to know them
better.

Her family’s Ceinture Fléchée
(Arrow Sash) has been passed
down through six generations.
The Sash binds the various parts
of Grandpre Wood’s story into a
coherent whole.

Undertaking a quest to bring the

See LETTERS TO
ANCESTORS, page 7
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Auxiliary to hold Christmas meeting

The American Legion Auxiliary Christmas meeting
will be Friday, Dec. 22 held at 6 p.m. in American
Legion Post quarters, located at 450 South Barre Road.
This is a change of time from their usual meetings.
They will have a pizza feast and participate in a Yankee
Swap. This will be an evening to spread good wishes
on this festive night.

Art among the stacks

Andrew Headstrom of Barre is the featured artist
for December and January. He is new to oil painting.
Inspired by artists like Van Gogh, Headstrom presents
a distinctive style that weaves together varying hues
and intricate textures, transporting viewers to a world
where imagination and reality intertwine seamlessly.
Explore the canvases adorned with rich strokes and a
profound sense of artistic exploration, as this newcom-
er promises to leave an indelible mark on the canvas of
the art world. Many people may remember the art wall
on the main floor of the library. Library staff had to
move some things around, which resulted in utilizing
that wall space for more bookcases. Trying something
new, we’ve decided to launch “Art Among the Stacks,”
an initiative that allows the library to make the most
of the space they have and invite local artists to dis-
play their work throughout the fiction and non-fiction
collections. Artists can choose between a one- or two-
month showing at the library. People should email Joe
Hood, Library Director, at jhood@barrelibrary.org for
more information or to schedule a showing.

English Social Tea

The first event of the 250th anniversary year will
be a free English Social Tea on Sunday, Jan. 14, 2024
from 2-4 p.m. at the Barre Senior Center, 557 South
Barre Road. Reservations are required and may be
made by email at 250anniversary @townofbarre.com.
People may also sign up at the Barre Senior Center or
at Grand View Terrace by Friday, Jan. 5, 2024.

Bridget Lachance
celebrates 80th birthday

Submitted photo
Bridget (Bullard) Lachance (Bullard) celebrat-
ed her 80th birthday on Aug. 29 at a surprise
party held at American Legion Post 2, 450
South Barre Road, Barre.

LOCAL KETONE
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF
Retail Prices

BARRE

Barre Congregational Church
30 Park St.
Sunday, Dec. 24
Fourth Sunday of Advent Service at 9:30 a.m.
Rev. Charlie Page, preaching and choir singing
Family Christmas Eve Service at 7 a.m. Sue
Musnicki, coordinating
Candlelight Christmas Eve Service at 11 p.m.
Rev. Charlie Page, preaching and choir singing

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
St. Joseph’s Chapel, 29 South St. and St.
Thomas-a-Becket Church, 398 Vernon Avenue
Saturday, Dec. 23
Mass at 4 p.m. in St. Joseph’s Chapel
Sunday, Dec. 24
Fourth Sunday of Advent Mass at 10 a.m. in St.
Thomas-a-Becket Church
Christmas Eve at 4 p.m. in St. Thomas-a-Becket
Church
Christmas Eve by Candlelight at 10 p.m. in St.
Joseph’s Chapel
Monday, Dec. 25
Christmas Day Mass at 10 a.m. in St. Thomas-
a-Becket Church

HUBBARDSTON

Evangelical Church of Hubbardston
2 Williamsville Road
Sunday,, Dec. 24
Christmas Eve Day Service at 10:30 a.m.
Christmas Eve buffet meal will be served at
12:30 p.m. following the service
Family Christmas movie will be shown after
lunch at 2 p.m.

First Parish Unitarian Church of
Hubbardston, On the Common
Sunday, Dec. 24
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 5 p.m.

OAKHAM

Oakham Congregational Church
4 Coldbrook Road
Sunday, Dec. 24
Fourth Sunday of Advent Service at 10 a.m.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 7 p.m.

PETERSHAM

First Unitarian Parish
1 Common St.
Sunday, Dec. 24
Candlelight Service and Collection for Food
Pantry at 4 p.m.

Christmas Services and Masses

. A Nl

Most Holy Trinity Maronite Monastery
67 Dugway Road
Sunday, Dec. 24
Christmas Eve Mass at 8 p.m.

Orthodox Congregational Church
21 North Main St.
Sunday, Dec. 24
Classic Carols and Lessons Services and
Collection for Food Pantry at 9 p.m. and at
11:30 p.m.

St. Peter’s Roman Catholic Church
18 North St.
Sunday, Dec. 24
Christmas Eve Mass at 6 p.m.

St. Scholastica’s Priory and
St. Mary’s Monastery
271 North Main St.
Sunday, Dec. 24
Christmas Eve Vespers at 4:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve Vigils at 10 p.m.
Midnight Mass at midnight

RUTLAND

First Congregational Church of Rutland
264 Main St.
Saturday, Dec. 23
Service at 4:30 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 24
Fourth Sunday of Advent at 8:30 a.m. and 10
a.m.
Christmas Eve Service at 5:30 p.m.

St. Patrick’s Church
258 Main St.

Saturday, Dec. 23

Fourth Sunday of Advent at 5 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 24

Fourth Sunday of Advent Mass at 8 a.m.
and 10:30 a.m.
Christmas Eve Mass at 4 p.m.
with Christmas Pageant
Christmas Eve Mass at 10 p.m. with adult choir

Monday, Dec. 25

Christmas Day Mass at 10:30 a.m.

SOUTH BARRE

New Life Assembly of God
60 Main St.
Thursday, Dec. 21
Carols and Communion Service
from 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 24
Christmas Service from 10:30 a.m.-noon

Historical Society selling 250th commemorative ornaments

The Barre Historical Society and Museum
Bicenquinquagenary (250th) commemorative
ornament has arrived just in time for Holiday Gift
Giving.

Ornaments are $20 each, and packaged as
shown, with a silver cord attached for hanging.
The back of the box offers a short history and the
mission statement too. PayPal is accepted. Shirts
are still available for $35. After the New Year ship-
ping will be available at an additional cost.

The Historical Society is open Thursdays from
10 a.m.-noon to purchase ornaments or tee shirts.

To make other arrangements to purchase these
items, people should call 978-355-4978 or Kay
Potter Flick at 978-257-0890.

Submitted photo

Lee's Barber Shop

249 Main Street * Rutland
(508) 886-7775

Hours: Tues. 9am-6pm * Wed. 9am-5pm

Thurs. 9am-6pm ¢ Fri. 8am-3pm ¢ Sat. 8am-12noon

Appointments Guaranteed

Walk Ins Welcome With Availability
3 Barbers on Saturdays

CANTERBURY TAILS
Veterinary Clinic

(413) 324-1138

Proudly serving Ware and its surrounding communities

Dogs Cats

Rabbits

Ferrets

10% OffT First Visit

IF YOU MENTION THIS AD
(New Client Only)

Now Offertng New ltem.s
Grab 'N' Go Meals

Daily Homemade Hot Soups

Variety of Baked Goods &
Freshly Made Whoopie Pies

ROUTE 148 PACKAGE
& VARIETY STORE

479 North Brookfield Rd., Oakham ¢ 508-882-9545

Let Us Sweeten
Your Holiday

* Handmade Chocolates
* Decadent Truffles

* Fresh Roasted Nuts

% Chocolate Santas

As Seen On
Chronicle and
in Yankee

Magazine

4 Main St., Gardner, MA ¢ 978-632-7148
www.priscillacandy.com

Mon. through Fri. 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Sun. 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 21 and Friday, Dec. 22 9:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 24 Christmas Eve 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Closed Christmas Day and Tuesday, Dec. 26

Celebrating 87 years in Gardner

Hubbardston

Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

Evangelical Church holds Christmas Eve service
and buffet

On Christmas Eve Day, Dec, 24 the Evangelical
Church of Hubbardston, 2 Williamsville Road, will
celebrate our Savior’s birth at a Sunday service at
10:30 a.m. An early Christmas Eve buffet meal will
be served after the service at 12:30 p.m. A family
Christmas movie will be offered after lunch at 2 p.m.
All are welcome to come to the service, the meal, the
movie or all three. If someone needs transportation,
they can call Mary at 774-502-9181.

Town holds Annual Town Report
Cover Photo Contest

The town of Hubbardston seeks photo submis-
sions from community members for the cover of
the 2023 Annual Town Report. Amateur and pro-
fessional photographers are encouraged to submit
images that showcase “What Hubbardston Means to
You,” -whether it’s landscapes, buildings, events or
any scenes that capture the spirit of the town. Up to
three photographs can be submitted by each entrant
along with a short description of the meaning and
location of each photo. The Select Board will vote
to choose the winning photo during a meeting in
February 2024.The selected entry will be featured on
the cover of the printed 2023 Hubbardston Annual
Town Report as well as online publications. The
winning photographer can choose to have their name
published with the report.

Submissions Deadline is Feb. 1, 2024. People
should email entries to bos@hubbardstonma.us.

People may email contest questions to Toni Walker
at bos@hubbardstonma.us or by call 978-928-1400,
extension 200.

By entering the contest, photographers grant the
town of Hubbardston the right to publish, print and
display submitted photos for use in the Annual Town
Report and related town promotional materials. The
town may alter, edit or crop photos at its discretion.

Christmas Eve service

The First Parish Unitarian Church of Hubbardston,
on the Common, will hold a Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service on Sunday, Dec. 24 at 5 p.m. The
service is a very traditional observance of the holiday
through music, singing and readings. All are welcome.

Senior center events

The Hubbardston Senior Center, 7A Main St.,
events include: Coffee with Friends Monday through
Thursday at 9:45 a.m.; Bingo from 12:30-3 p.m. on
Mondays; Knitting Group at 10 a.m. every Tuesday at
10 a.m. and WiiBowling beginning at 8:30 a.m. every
Monday and Wednesday beginning at 8:30 a.m..

Barre Dining Center

BARRE — Elder Services of Worcester Area
Nutrition Program welcomes guests to dine at
the Barre Senior Center, 557 South Barre Road.
The following meals will be served for the week
of Dec. 25. Lunches are back at the senior cen-
ter, but require a pre-sign up. Volunteers are
needed at the Barre dining site. Volunteers are
needed for Meals on Wheels (mileage reim-
bursement) and in the kitchen. People should
contact 978-355-5027.

MONDAY - Christmas Day No meal served

TUESDAY - Vegetable cheese bake, sea-
soned potatoes, mixed vegetables, peaches,
Italian bread

WEDNESDAY - Chicken Milano, wild rice,
roasted broccoli and carrots, pear crisp, diet =
pears, pumpernickel bread

THURSDAY - Salisbury stick with gravy,
garlic mashed potatoes, green beans, birthday
cake, diet = half piece, sandwich roll

FRIDAY - Potato crunch fish, lemon sea-
soned rice, roasted California vegetables,
Ambrosia, pumpernickel bread, tartar sauce

*Higher sodium entree Meal includes milk
and margarine. Menus are subject to change.
All meals are served at about 11:45 a.m. each
weekday. Reservations should be made the day
before by calling 978-355-5027 before 10:30
a.m. The donation of $2.50 per meal helps keep
the program running.

Andrew Headstrom
exhibits paintings
at library

BARRE — Andrew Headstrom of Barre is the fea-
tured artist for December and January at the Woods
Memorial Library, 19 Pleasant St.

He is new to oil painting Inspired by artists like
Van Gogh, Headstrom presents a distinctive style that
weaves together varying hues and intricate textures,
transporting viewers to a world where imagination and
reality intertwine seamlessly.

Explore the canvases adorned with rich strokes
and a profound sense of artistic exploration, as
this newcomer promises to leave an indelible mark
on the canvas of the art world. Many people may
remember the art wall on the main floor of the
library.

Library staff had to move some things around,
which resulted in utilizing that wall space for more
bookcases. Trying something new, we’ve decided
to launch “Art Among the Stacks,” an initiative that
allows the library to make the most of the space they
have and invite local artists to display their work
throughout the fiction and non-fiction collections.

Artists can choose between a one- or two-month
showing at the library. People should email Joe Hood,
Library Director, at jhood @barrelibrary.org for more
information or to schedule a showing.
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PuBLIC MEETINGS

BARRE

Felton Field Commission — Jan,. 2 at 6:30 p.m.
Council on Aging —Jan. 3 at | p.m.
250th Anniversary Committee — Jan. 3 at 6:30 p.m.
Board of Health — Jan. 8 at 5 p.m.
Water Commission — Jan. 8 at 6:30 p.m.
DPW Commission — Jan. 8 at 7 p.m.
Conservation Committee — Jan. 9 at 7 p.m.
9/11 Memorial Development Committee —
Jan. 10 at 5 p.m.
Library Trustees — Jan. 10 at 5 p.m.
Barre Housing Authority — Jan. 11 at 3 p.m.
Insurance Advisory Committee — Jan. 25
at 1:30 p.m.
Cable Advisory Committee — Feb. 13 at 7 p.m.

HARDWICK

Planning Board — Dec. 26 at 6:30 p.m.

Zoning Board of Appeals — Jan,. 3 at 5:30 p.m.
Board of Health — Jan. 4 at 6:30 p.m.

Paige Library Trustees — Jan. 4 at 7 p.m.

Board of Selectmen — Jan. 8 and Jan. 22 at 7 p.m.
Council on Aging — Jan. 10 at 9 a.m.

Gilbertville Public Library — Jan. 10 at 4 p.m.
Recycling Commission — Jan. 16 at 6:30 p.m.
Capital Planning Committee — Jan. 22 at 3 p.m.
Wheelwright Water District — Jan. 22 at 7 p.m

HUBBARDSTON

Planning Board — Dec. 21 and Jan. 18
at 6:30 p.m.

NORTH BROOKFIELD

Planning Board — Dec. 27 at 6 p.m.

Board of Selectmen — Jan. 2, 16 and 30 at 6 p.m.
Finance Committee — Jan. 3 at 6 p.m

Parks and Recreation — Jan. 4 at 6 p.m.

Capital Improvement Planning — Jan. 10 at 6 p.m.

OAKHAM.

Select Board — Dec. 26, Jan. 8 and Jan. 22 at 6 p.m
Finance Committee — Jan. 3 at 6 p.m.
Special Town Meeting — Jan. 22 at 7 p.m.

PETERSHAM.

Board of Health — Dec. 21 at 6 p.m.

Select Board — Dec. 28 at 5:30 p.m.

Planning Board — Dec. 28 at 7 p.m.

Open Space and Recreation Committee —
Jan. 2 at 6 p.m.

Conservation Commission — Jan,, 2 at 7 p.m.

Cemetery Commission — Jan. 9 at 10 a.m.

Council on Aging — Jan. 8 at 10 a.m.

Board of Assessors — Jan. 9 at 5:30 p.m.

RUTLAND

Ad Hoc By-Law Committee — Jan. 9, 16, 23
and 30 at | p.m.

Economic Development Commission —
Jan.10 at 6 p.m.

Planning Board Public Hearing— Jan. 9
at 6:30 p.m.

Fire Department lights
the way for Santa

HARDWICK -
Members of Hardwick
Fire Department rolled
out of the station with
lights flashing, blast-
ing “Jingle Bells” on
Engine 1’s horn this past
Sunday, visiting children
in all of the town’s vil-
lages.

Families lined the
streets waving to the
jolly elf as he rode
around the Common,
through Wheelwright
and Gilbertville, before
jetting back to the North
Pole to prepare for his
busiest night of the year.
With the help of the
town’s firefighters, Santa

Santa Claus visited with children in all of Hardwick’s villages,

Claus passed out bags
full of candy to the chil-
d

alongside members of Hardwick Fire Department. ren.

Fire Chief Raymond Walker leads the way
for Santa Claus for the last time before his
retirement at the end of this month.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
The Grinch waves to children as he passes
through Gilbertville.

Zoii Gaumond, 10, waits to see

Santa Claus waves from the top of Engine 1.

Santa Claus.

Places to go... Things to do...

Kitchen / Bath
Design / Sales / Installation

We Sell
Cabinets

¢ Stump Grinding
¢ Bobcat Work

¢ Furnace Wood

McNeely Tree Service

Insured ¢ References
¢ Hazardous Tree Removal

¢ Lot Clearing ¢ Storm work

RESTAURANT

Barre Paxton Road
Route 122, Rutland

Ladd's Famous Hearty

& LouNge Roast Turkey Dinner

“A Restaurant for the Whole Family”

Every Sunday

Oakham

Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

Penpal letters due Jan. 3

Senior received he second student penpal letters.
Their response letters are due back by Wednesday,
Jan. 3, 2024. They should put them in the box
located by the back door of the Fobes Memorial
Library.

OHA lottery tickets

The Oakham Historical Association has sold all of
lottery tickets. They went so fast this year, the treasur-
er is still getting requests for the tickets and has been
sending the checks back.

The Oakham Historical Association thanks every-
one, who has supported us this year and all the previ-
ous years. It is greatly appreciated.

Senior center activities

On Wednesday, Dec. 27 the film “Simon Birch”
will be shown at 12:30 p.m. in the Senior Center
located in the lower level of the Town Hall. The center
is closed Monday, Dec. 25, but it will be open from
Tuesday, Dec. 26 through Friday, Dec. 29.

Ongoing activities include Zumba Gold Monday
from 10:30-11:15 a.m., Wii Bowling Tuesdays: from
10-11 a.m., cards and cribbage on Tuesdays begin-
ning at 1 p.m., coffee Wednesdays and social hour
from 9-11:45 a.m. and BBC Thursdays at 12:30
p.m. which includes crafts and BBC miniseries.
FUNCctional Fitness Fridays is held at 10:30 a.m. in
the New Braintree Town Hall, Memorial Drive, New
Braintree.

Meal site

Elder Services of Worcester effective the first of
January increased the suggested donation for meals
served at the Back Door Cafe from $2.50 to $3 per
meal.

Auxiliary to hold
Christmas meeting

BARRE - The American Legion Auxiliary
Christmas meeting will be Friday, Dec. 22
held at 6 p.m. in American Legion Post quar-
ters, located at 450 South Barre Road. This is
a change of time from their usual meetings.
They will have a pizza feast and participate in a
Yankee Swap. This will be an evening to spread
good wishes on this festive night.

Editorial deadline reminder

Deadline for e-mailed press releases is noon on
Monday. Deadline for hard copy is noon on Friday.

560 West Broadway, Route 2A, Gardner
978-632-0010

SCHOOL VACATION
GALACTIC BOWLING

December 26th - December 29th
Noon - 5:00 p.m.

The Country

Call to schedule . fg;%\;vtoxgr?jﬁacgg 1 POR % Holiday Gift Certificates Available % gourmet
an appointment i
p (0 appointment « Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted In Person, Over The Phone or Online Sally Harrington, Proptietor

- OPEN NEWYEAR’S EVE

Prime Rib * Fresh Seafood

Brick Oven Pizza

Open Saturdays & Sundays at 11:30 am
Great Draft & Cocktail Selection and Daily $13.99 Dinners

Check Out All Our Specials at www.laddsrestaurant.com
g - 508-886-4771

Wed. & Thurs. 4:00-9:00pm; Fri. 2:00-9:30pm; Sat. 11:30am-9:30pm; Sun. 11:30am-9:00pm

774-366-5517

mitawoodworking@aol.com

“Everything for the Discriminating Cook”

H: 508-867-6119 * C: 978-888-1693

Henckels, Salmon Falls Stoneware
Holiday Baskets
Check Our Daily Specials

FOR RENT
Quabbin Estates

41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for our waiting list.
The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry
facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. — — —

or 30% of income, whichever is lower. ; > SN ™ e
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible N ' E
apartments when available.

Open Every Day Until Christmas

WE SERVICE ALL
MAJOR BRAND
APPLIANCES

547 Summer Street, Barre, MA 01005
Tel. 978-355-6999

Like Us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/country.gourmet.barre

NAME BRAND
APPLIANCES & TV'S AT
WAREHOUSE PRICES

287 Main Street
Gardner

hardwickcrossing.com

978-632-0241 CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
413-477-6496 A 262 Lower Road, Gilbertville £

TDD (800)439-2379 L ’ “

HARDWICK CROSSING 774-757-8907 \

PEOPLE/
MILESTONE NEWS

As a free service for
our readers, we will print all
births, weddings, engage-
ments, milestone anniver-
saries, major birthdays,
military achievements,
honors and awards. We
have a “people news” form
available for you to submit
these listings. This mate-

EST. 2022

COUNTRY CLUB Pro ShOp 774-261-2634
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF

Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

New Year’s Eve Party W
With Live Music Beginning at 8 p.m.

SCHOOL VAN DRIVERS

Monson - Palmer - Barre - Brookfield
$19.50/hr.

WE WILL TRAIN & LICENSE YOU
Paid sick time, Paid FMLA,

o'-.
X .
. "'

rial s provided {o us by our Paid holidays. Monday Trivia Night 6:30 p.m. - Wednesday, Music Bingo 6:30 p.m.

tions and we do not charge Work the SChOO| SCthUle, ° ° °

ovm spit hifs Function Gift Certificate Special

or to submit people or mile- . ° ° °

sone nove o o Bae JP MCCARTHY BUS ASpg;az l Receive .l?p to $200 in Free Gift Cer.tlﬁcates § Bogk t
owner@turley.com. email jobs@mccarthybus.com vaiavle Visit Our Website For More Details %2 ; 15;1

—— ATURLEY PUBLICATION ——
www.turley.com

text or call 774-200-6762 BAR ONLY WILL BE OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE DAY
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Opinion

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

I’m 65 and
working; can I collect
ex-spouse benefits?

Dear Rusty

I turned 65 earlier this year and I still work full
time.

I was divorced four years ago after 38 years of
marriage, but my ex-husband has been collecting
Social Security for at least 10 years now. Can I start
collecting Social Security and still work full time?
And can I collect my ex-husband’s amount if it is
more than mine and what is the best way to achieve
this? When I went to my local SSA office, they said
they had no way of knowing that.

Signed Working Divorcee

Dear Working Divorcee

Although you are eligible to claim Social Security
at age 65, because you are working full time you
may wish to wait a bit longer to do so. That’s
because Social Security has an “earnings test” which
applies to anyone who collects benefits before Full
Retirement Age and you have not yet reached yours.

The earnings test imposes a limit on how much
you can earn before SS takes away some of your
benefits. If you exceed the annual earnings limit
($22,320 for 2024), Social Security will want back $1
in benefits for every $2 you are over the limit and you
will need to repay that, usually by having future ben-
efits withheld. If you significantly exceed the limit,
you may even be temporarily ineligible to receive SS
benefits until you either earn less or reach your full
retirement age (FRA) of 66 years and 8 months.

So, if your earnings from working will significant-
ly exceed the annual earnings limit, which changes
yearly, it’s likely that your wisest move would be to
wait longer to claim your Social Security. As a bonus
for doing so, your monthly payment will have grown
and will be higher when you claim later. The earnings
test no longer applies after you reach FRA.

Regarding benefits from your ex-husband, you
cannot collect his instead of yours. What you may
be able to do, when you claim your own benefit, is to
get an additional amount, which brings your monthly
payment up to 50% of his. In order for that to happen,
you would need to satisfy the following criteria:

You are not currently married.

The personal benefit you are entitled to at your
FRA must be less than 50% of your ex-husband’s
FRA entitlement.

If the above are true, when you claim your own SS
retirement benefit you will also get a “spousal boost”
to bring your payment up to what you’re entitled to as
an ex-spouse. The amount of the spousal boost, if you
claim Social Security at your FRA, will be the differ-
ence between half of his FRA entitlement and your
FRA entitlement. If you claim your benefit before
your FRA, not only will your own benefit be reduced
for claiming early, but the amount of your spousal
boost will also be reduced. Benefits claimed before
FRA are always reduced.

Whenever you decide to claim Social Security,
you will be automatically deemed to be filing for
benefits from your ex-husband as well (you shouldn’t
need to apply separately). You’ve already satisfied the
basic criteria of at least 10 years married to get ben-
efits from an ex-spouse and, if you satisfy the above
criteria as well, you will be entitled to a spousal boost
when you claim.

But your current earnings from working full time
will likely affect your eligibility to collect Social
Security benefits at this time, so waiting until your
full retirement age to claim may be your best choice.

If you will only slightly exceed the annual earn-
ings limit you can consider claiming earlier, as long
as you are comfortable with receiving a permanently
reduced amount, and the prospect of not getting ben-
efits for a number of months if you exceed the earn-
ings limit, the number of months you will go without
benefits depends on how much you exceed the limit
by.

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation and
its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the
Social Security Administration or any other govern-
mental entity. This article is intended for information
purposes and does not represent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Mature Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredited by the National Social
Security Association To submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/programs/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.
Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for AMAC.

In Past Pages

5 years Dec. 21, 2018)
not available

10 years (Dec. 26, 2013)

The tax rate for Fiscal Year 2014
in Hubbardston has been approved
by the Massachusetts Department
of Revenue. The rate had been set
at $14.52 per thousand dollars of
valuation. The new rate represents
an increase of $.88 from last year’s
rate. The actual third quarter tax
bill will be mailed on or before
Jan. 1 and will be due on or before
Monday, Feb. 3.

The state announces grant funds
through the Student Awareness of
Fire Education and Senior SAFE
programs for fiscal year 2014.
Rutland received a SAFE grant of
$5,086 and senior SAFE Grant of
$2,818. Seniors are the most vul-
nerable of populations at risk of fire
related deaths.

The Oakham Parks and
Recreation has built an ice skating
rink on Wright Field. It is available
for use on a self-serve basis. The
condition of the ice will vary over
the course of the winter. If the ice
is not completely frozen, people
should stay off until weather per-
mits. People might Laos need to
bring a shovel depending on snow-
fall. The committee asks people to
skate safely and have fun.

25 years (Dec. 24, 1998)

Oakham Selectmen met newly
appointed Finance Committee
member Daniel Haynes at the
Monday, Dec. 21 meeting. Town
Moderator Jeff Young recent-
ly appointed Haynes of Bullard
Road and David Richards of East
Hill Road to fill vacancies on the
Finance Committee. Richards was
unable to make the meeting. Also
present were Finance Committee
members Larry Biro, Marna Mucha
and William Specker. This commit-
tee will be sending out letter to all
departments, boards, committees
and offices about the fiscal year
2000 budget.

Winners of the Barre Business
Association’s Christmas house
decorating contest have been
announced. The best overall and
grand prize winners were Bonnie
J. Jenson and Robert P. Bruso

LOOK BACK
Boys and Girls State - 1966

dinner Nov. 11, 1966.

Margorie Jordan and Ward Brown are shown with Boys
and Girls States Richard Cummings, John Flint, David
Spinney and Nancy Cummings at Post 2 Veterans Day

File photo

of Williamsville Road. Their
prize was a $100 check. In the
Traditional category were: firs,
Grandview Terrace Association
on Ruggles Lane; second, Paul
Dumanoskis; third was a tie
between the Serra Family and Nina
Marcinowski and fourth, Wendy
and Pat Miers.

The Fire Chief Study
Committee has recommend-
ed Barre consider making the
Fire Chief’s position full-time.
Spokesman James Malley and the
committee reviewed job descrip-
tions Warren and Rutland had pre-
pared for their full-time chief. The
towns are similar in size to Barre.
The members of the committee
also reviewed information form
nearby Hubbardston, which has a
part-time chief.

38 years (Dec. 26, 1985)

A new fee schedule for writing
and building inspection was unan-
imously approved Dec. 16 by the
Barre Board of Selectmen. The new
fees went into effect with the vote.
For new home (residential), there
will be a fee of $10 per square foot.
There will be no plan review charge
and no occupancy permit fee. For
simple residential alterations and

additions there will be $15 fee for
construction costs up to $5,000.
For commercial/industrial building
there will be a fee of $3 per thou-
sand of estimated construction cost.

AirmanMarianne King, daugh-
ter of William G. And Victoria
A. King of Barre, has gradu-
ated from the aircraft armament
systems specialist at Lowry Air
Force Base, Colorado, The course
provides instruction for students
to load nuclear and non-nuclear
munitions, explosives and propel-
lant devices on aircraft. During
the 13 week course, students were
also instructed to maintain, install,
modify and repair aircraft bombs
and rockets. King is scheduled to
serve at Castle Air Force Base in
California.

Gov. Michael S. Dukakis pre-
sented a Massachusetts Citation
for Outstanding Performance to the
former coordinator of the Division
of Law Enforcement Hunter Safety
Program, Gordon Smith of Sunrise
Avenue, Barre. The award was pre-
sented a the “Pride in Performance”
awards dinner in Boston held in
early December. Smith works for
over 39 years with the state the last
five of which were spent with the
hunter safety program.

NEWS & FEATURES

As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general
news, personality profiles, and community features that
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual
major community event features that we should always
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers

Barre, MA 01005.

Corrections policy

The Barre Gazette will gladly correct factual
errors that appear in this paper. Corrections or
clarifications will always appear on Page 2. To
request a orrection, send information to Editor
Ellenor Downer at barrenews @turley.com or call
978-355-4000. Corrections may also be request-
ed in writing at Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448,

TellUsWhat
You Think

PERIODICAL POSTAGE PAID AT BARRE, MA
The Barre Gazette is a weekly newspaper
published every Thursday by Barre Gazette, Inc.,
with offices located at 5 Exchange St., Barre, MA
01005 and at 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069.
Telephone at 978-355-4000 or FAX at 978-355-
6274. USPS number is 044-560. Postmaster: Send
address changes to:
Barre Gazette, 24 Water St.
Palmer, MA 01069
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Share your thoughts and suggestions
with our staff and your fellow readers.
Participate in our opinion pages,
or contact us anytime with your feedback!

Barre Gazette
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Cookies made with
a familiar herb

This weekend was supposed to be the weekend
when all four of us partook in a cookie-making mar-
athon.

Usually, we start baking right after Thanksgiving,
but this year the kids were involved in a play, then a
concert, and alas, there was no time. We started out
strong yesterday and then I began to feel a little funny.

By midafternoon I was definitely under the weather
and that was it for my cookie-making. We got two
batches in before I left the kitchen.

One is an almond covered thumb print, and the
second is a coriander cookie — one of my all-time
favorites. It must have been a favorite to a few other
folks along the line because the recipe dates back to
the early 19th century!

I tried them for the first time at Old Sturbridge
Village’s Christmas by Candlelight some years back
and making them has been a tradition in our house
ever since. Why don’t we take this opportunity to learn
about a very versatile plant.

Most gardeners already know that Coriander
(Coriandrum sativum) is one of the few herbs that
goes by two different names depending on the part of
the plant used.

Its foliage, known as Cilantro, is used fresh in a
number of culinary delights. When the plant goes to
seed, known as Coriander, it can be used in that stage
as well, eaten whole, crushed or powdered.

I liken cilantro to being the “marigold” of the herb
world. Either you love the smell/taste of it or you hate
it.

I, for one, immensely dislike it and if given the
chance to pick it out of my salsa I will certainly do it!
Even in a restaurant.

I found it interesting to learn that some people pos-
sess a genetically predisposed aversion to it, accord-
ing to studies by Charles J. Wysocki of the Monell
Chemical Senses Center in Philadelphia. To me it has
a bitter taste that I have a hard time describing beyond
that. Dirty? Soil-like?

Most people that do dislike it have a similar lack
of descriptive ability; they just can’t put their finger
on it, but they don’t like the taste...or the smell of it.
It’s funny that when my oldest daughter received her
Ancestry DNA results, she was shown not to possess
the genetic aversion. Well, she didn’t get that from me.

Cilantro is often used in salsa and other Mexican,
Asian and Italian dishes including curries, sauces,
salads and soups. If you prefer to grow the plant more
for its greens and less for its seeds, manage it as you
would spinach.

Sow seeds in the ground in the cool of the season
and in succession every two weeks. It dislikes being
transplanted but doesn’t mind pot culture.

Harvest greens rather aggressively — about one-
third of the plant at a time. Just like spinach, there are
slow-to-bolt varieties to choose from such as aptly
named “Slow Bolt” and “Longstanding”. Cilantro’s

See GARDEN, page 5

y GAZETTE
Turley
Publications
Letters to EDITOR
: Ellenor Downer
the EdltOl’ edowner@turley.com
Policy
Letters to the
ADVERTISING SALES
editor should be Tim Mara
350 words or less in tmara@turley.com
length. No unsigned
or anonymous opin-
ions will be pub- SPORTS EDITOR
lished. We require Greg Scibell
letter writers to sports@turley.com

include his or her
town of residence
and home telephone
number. We must
authenticate author-
ship prior to publica-
tion. We reserve the
right to edit or with-
hold any submissions

The Barre Gazette (USPS 044560) is
published every Thursday by
Turley Publications, Inc., 24 Water St.,
Palmer, Mass. 01069. Telephone
(413) 283-8393, Fax (413) 289-1977.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes
to Turley Publications, Inc.,

24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069.

deemed to be libelous @ Barre Gazette
or contain unsubstan- WEB
www.barregazette.turley.com

tiated allegations,
personal attacks,
defamation of char-

PATRICK H. TURLEY

CEO
acter and offen-
sive language. All KEITH TURLEY
unknown or alleged President
facts and quotations DEANNA SLOAT
offered by the author Graphics Manager

need to cite credi-
ble, unbiased sourc-
es. Send letters to:
Barre Gazette, P.O.
Box 448, Barre, MA

Turley®

Publications, Inc.

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume
liability for the loss of photographs
or other materials submitted for
publication. Materials will not be
returned except upon specific request
when submitted.

provide funding for this paid staff coverage.
For more information on news or community features
for the Barre Gazette, please email edowner@turley.com.

01005 or via email to
edowner @turley.com.
The deadline for sub-
missions is Friday at
noon.

$1.00 per copy
Subscription rate: $33 for one year,
$44 for two years
Out of State: $38 for one year,
$54 for two years

Your Commwuﬁg Newspaper
www.barregazette.turley.com
edowner@turley.com e 413.967.3505

A TURLEY PUBLICATION
www.turley.com




Serenity Hill Sampler

by Jane McCauley

Jane McCauley decided to take this week off from writing her Serenity Hill column.

She wishes her readers a Merry Christmas.

2+ @
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BACKYARD

By Ellenor Downer

Sandhill cranes

Rick Hendra of Oakham took this photo of sandhill
cranes foraging in a field on Stone’s Road in Oakham.

In his email, he wrote, “I took this picture this
morning (Sunday, Dec. 17) about halfway up Stone
Road. Their call was so loud it startled me from 50
yards away. And they were large, but oddly colored.”

The sandhill crane is a tall bird about 45 inches,
gray colored with a dark red patch on the forehead and
a black bill. They have staining of feathers on their
back and tail caused by the iron rich soil on its beak
when it preens feathers. The immature crane lacks
the red patch and has an orange bill. It also may have
more rust colored feathers on the back and tail.

The sandhill crane summers on prairies and tundra
and during winter feed on agricultural fields and roost
in shallow water. For several years now, Hardwick
had a pair of nesting sandhill cranes, who successfully
raised chicks.

The female lays one to three olive eggs with dark
marks in a mound like nest of marsh plants, grasses

and weeds either placed on the ground or shallow
water. Courtship displays are seen during migration
and involve graceful jumps off the ground in a dancing
manner.

Many years ago, Richard Jankauskas, saw some in
a field on South Street in Barre. He commented about
a pair jumping up and down and dancing.

Their voice is a low pitched “karoo, karoo, karoo.”
Rick Hendra mentioned their call in his email printed
above.

Bird count

A Brimfield resident, who visits ponds in Warren,
Brimfield, Holland and Sturbridge with his wife list-
ed birds seen on Dec. 8. They included 210 Canada
geese, 93 mallards, 70 hooded mergansers, three black
ducks, two pied-billed grebes, one great blue heron,
one bald eagle, two crows, one white-breasted nut-
hatch, two black-capped chickadees, three bluebirds,
four house finches, one goldfinch, six white-throated
sparrows, six dark-eyed juncos and three cardinals.

He also emailed in late November, “I checked the
ponds in Warren and there were 14 hooded mergansers
very actively feeding and a very cold looking great
blue heron that looked like it was not enjoying the 36
degree temperature.

Christmas bird count

For over 120 years the Audubon Society has been
doing a Christmas bird count and this year is no dif-
ferent. People can participate in an organized count or
just do one on their own in their backyard.

Decline in bird numbers

I received an email on Wednesday, Nov. 29 from a
long time birder. He said, “[I] regularly feed them but
have noticed a steep drop off of the number and type
of birds since around September. Right now we have a
loyal troop of blue jays and that's about it. Usually we
have copious amounts of starlings, chickadees, grack-
les, crows, titmice, cardinals, juncos, etc.”

He said he asked many people about this phenom-
ena and “they have noticed the same thing but can't
explain it either. We are all aware of some birds head-
ing South but the sheer volume has dropped dramati-
cally.”

People may report a bird sighting or bird related
experience by calling me at 413-967-3505, leaving a
message at extension 100, emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

Haston Free Public Library lists January events

NORTH BROOKFIELD - The Haston Free Public
Library, 161 North Main St., announces upcoming
events for the month of January.

Shibori fabric dyeing

A Shibori fabric dyeing workshop will be held at
5:30 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 9.

Shibori is a Japanese manual resist dyeing tech-
nique. The resulting patterns are often emblematic
of Japan’s appreciation of the beauty of imperfec-
tion.

Space is limited; registration is required along with

a $5 fee for supplies.
Food for Thought
Dave Brown will be continuing his program “Food
for Thought” at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 12. He
will explain his research into the relationship between
diet and brain health.
Bigfoot researcher
Come hear TV personality and Leominster native
Ronny LeBlanc at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 26,
as he regales the audience with tales of Bigfoot in
Massachusetts and elsewhere.

GARDEN, continued from page 5

flowers are edible, and they attract lots of beneficial
insects such as lady beetles, parasitic wasps and syr-
phid flies.

Coriander seeds, on the other hand, have a pleasant
(at least to me) fragrance once dried. The scent is eas-
ier to pin-point too; nutty and spicy (ever so slightly)
come to mind.

Coriander seed is also well known in various eth-
nic cuisines and is a favorite in spice blends, curry
being the most popular. It is also used in the making
of a number of distilled spirits, herbal liqueurs and
Christmas cookies as I have come to find out and
favor!

The Herb Society noted that during World War 11
coriander seeds were coated in white or pink sugar and
thrown from carnival wagons, earning the name “con-

by balls of colored paper the name confetti stuck.

Take this one to your next game of Cruise Ship
Trivia!

It is easy to harvest the seeds. Simply let the heads
dry to brown right on the plant. Clip them and place
inside a paper bag; as they dry further, they will open,
and the seeds will pop out.

Even if you are only interested in harvesting the
seeds, multiple plantings (or a big garden patch) are
necessary to get a decent-sized harvest. Let a few drop
their seeds and you will be blessed with a few self-
sown plants next spring.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the University of
Massachusetts. For 31 years she has held the position
of staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have a ques-
tion for her? Email it to pouimette @turley.com with
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Twinkling lights brighten up the
history of Christmas

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer

STURBRIDGE — The his-
tory of Christmas in America
was brought to life in a won-
derful show of twinkling lights
and all sorts of things to explore
during Old Sturbridge Village’s
Christmas by Candlelight.

The annual event showcases
the way Christmas traditions have
moved through history and is held
late November until the end of
December.

Visitors to the Village could
enjoy a hayride and Christmas
carols, hot chocolate and cook-
ies, a magic show, historical
Christmas story readings, and
more.

They could also admire the
gingerbread house entries and
vote for the best one, and walk
the trail around the pond and
through the covered bridge to
see the path of lighted Christmas
trees.

Everyone who came to the
event got to learn something new
about the history of Christmas in
New England (fun fact- we didn’t
even celebrate it at all here until
the 19"-century)

Christmas and its many tra-
ditions span generations, cul-
tures, and histories. It’s a time of
remembering our families, and
here in America, our melting pot
of cultures.

Whether Puerto Rican, Polish,
German, African, or English, there
are countless ways and traditions
that are a part of the Christmas
season, and all deserve to be
incorporated and learned about.

Turley Photos by Emily-Rose Pappas

A path of beautifully lit pine trees leads the way around the

pond.

A beautiful scene depicting the many cultures of America
and how they display the nativity.

Family and friends can get
together and spend time at Old
Sturbridge Village learning about
all of this and more.

Christmas by Candlelight
will be held Fridays, Dec. 22
and 29; Saturdays, Dec. 23 and
30; Wednesday, Dec. 27 and
Thursday, Dec. 28. Arrival times
are scheduled for 2 p.m., 3 p.m.,
4 p.m. and 5 p.m. on each of those
days.

Old Sturbridge Village is open
rain or shine.

For more information about
Christmas by Candlelight and
other opportunities to experi-
ence the Village during the hol-
iday season, visit www.osv.org.
Reservations are recommended as
this event sells out quickly.

A winter village scene
is displayed.

BARRE,

continued from page 1

failed a recent inspection due to
a recent legislative upgrade. The
issue would be fixed. The elevator
company would also be looking at
some water issues in the elevator.
Estimated cost of the upgrade is
from $5,000 to $12,000.
License renewals

The Select Board approved
the annual liquor license renewal
for Pie Town LLC on Common
Street as well as renewal of com-
mon victualer license, entertain-
ment and automatic amusement
for Pie Town LLC. The Board also
approved the Motor Vehicle Class
II license renewal for BC Auto on
Winter Street.

Skating rink
The Select Board approved

the skating rink. Richard Stevens
said the old liner dates from 1997
and has holes in it. The Board
approved the purchase of the liner
using American Rescue Plan Act
funds.

The Board also approved the
placing of the rink on town owned
property from January to March.
It will be in the same location as
previous years on South Common.

Traffic Control

The Board approved the
request of Police Chief James
Sabourin to add the following
names to the Traffic Control list:
Hogan Pollier, Kris Morandi,
Jason Vaillancourt and Randy
Horne.

Town Farm Road pipe

A Town Farm Road resident
attended the meeting to discuss
fixing a water drainage problem
on the road caused in part by a

ty. He said in the winter, the water
freezes and causes a safety issue.
Select Board Chair Marshall said
the board would have KP Law
search the deed further back than
the owner’s search to see if the
town did have an easement on
the property. The owner’s search
did not find a record of such an
easement. She said if they find no
easement, she will ask them if the
town needs to remove the pipe.
Other business

The Select Board dis-
cussed the MassDepartment of
Transportation plan for bridge
replacement on Valley Road. The
plan decided for no sidewalk on
the road as the road currently does
not have a sidewalk and has lit-
tle pedestrian traffic. This would
allow for a wider road at the
bridge, which is used as a truck
route following the redesign of the

the purchase of a new liner for

fections” or “confetti.” When the seeds were replaced  “Gardening Question” in the subject line. pipe that is located on his proper- Barre Common area.
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Church News

Local pastors offer sermons

The Christ of
Christmas

The following text ranks
among my favorites to consider at
Christmas:

Isaiah 9:6-7a (NIV)

6 For to us a child is born, to us
a son is given, and the government
will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

7 Of the greatness of his gov-
ernment and peace there will be no
end.

He will reign on David’s throne
and over his kingdom,establishing
and upholding it with justice and
righteousness from that time on
and forever.

What does this selection reveal
about the nature and work of
Christ?

1) Eternal King

This text identifies the kingship
of Christ. Isaiah proclaimed that
He would have governance thrust
upon Him, presiding over a righ-
teous, just and eternal kingdom.
Verse 7 adds that He would be of
the house of David, in fulfillment
of a divine promise made centuries
beforehand (cf. 2 Sam. 7).

Thus, as David had ushered in
a golden age for the people of God
in antiquity, so the Messiah would
usher in a kingdom of greater glo-
ry-a kingdom without end This
reign, initiated by Jesus at His First
Advent, will be forever established
at His Second.

2) Wonderful Counselor

This text identifies Christ as our
Wonderful Counselor. A counselor
is one who offers sound guidance
and insight; a trusted voice who
directs by speaking truth and wis-
dom to the issues of life. In the
offering of such elements, Jesus is
“Wonderful” in that He is without
equal.

When He speaks, He does so
as the fount of all knowledge, wis-
dom and truth (cf. John 14:6). Who
better to hearken unto than Jesus?
Why give yourself to a lesser voice
when He is yet available?

3) Mighty God

This text identifies Christ as
the Mighty God. The Bible speaks
plainly to His deity:

John 1:1, 14

1 In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. . . . 14
The Word became flesh and made
his dwelling among us. We have
seen his glory, the glory of the one
and only Son, who came from the
Father, full of grace and truth.

What is the import of this truth?
It reveals that God is not some dis-
tant or disinterested being. Rather,
He took it upon Himself, in love,
to become a man that man might
find restoration to God. This is
the mystery and the wonder of the
Christmas story: the majesty of the
Lord Himself wrapped in flesh (cf.
Phil. 2:5-11).

Scripture also speaks plain-

ly to His divine power. The life,
ministry, death and resurrection of
Christ all testify to the workings of
His power, and said power is yet
at work. To what degree do you
regard Him as One able to work
on the behalf of those who love
Him and are called according to
His purpose?

4) Everlasting Father

This passage posits Christ as
our Everlasting Father. This title
puzzles many because the Bible so
often presents Jesus as the Son of
God. Therefore, we almost never
consider Him through a pater-
nal lens. Yet this is precisely how
Isaiah portrayed Him! What does
it mean that He is our “Everlasting
Father?”

Firstly, Christ, as King, possess-
es a fatherly responsibility toward
those under His care. In ancient
times, kings were viewed as fathers
to their respective nations, as it was
their task to protect and provide for
their people. Similarly, Jesus has
taken it upon Himself to ensure
ultimate protection and provision
for His own, assuming a father-
ly role in kind. This function will
only expand upon His Return,
when He takes possession of the
kingdoms of the earth.

Secondly, He is our Everlasting
Father in that He has become the
Head or Source of a new race of
redeemed humanity (cf. Rom. 5).
What do we inherit from our earth-
ly father, Adam? Both guilt and a
nature inclined unto sin. What do
we inherit from Jesus, the founder
of a new race? Righteousness (i.e.,
right-standing) before God and a
new heart!

5) Prince of Peace

This passage posits the
peace-bringing work of Christ.
You see, those who know peace
with God through Him (Rom. 5:1)
can know the peace of God despite
earthly affliction and event. Jesus
declared, “Peace I leave with you;
my peace I give to you. Not as the
world gives do I give to you. Let
not your hearts be troubled, neither
let them be afraid.” (John 14:27).

Moreover, the day will come
when this broken world will know
peace. History is the unbroken
record of the failure of human gov-
ernment, yet the King shall come
to inaugurate an abiding global
accord. Isaiah speaks to the wonder
of that day:

Isaiah 2:2-4

2 It shall come to pass in the
latter days that the mountain of the
house of the Lord shall be estab-
lished as the highest of the moun-
tains, and shall be lifted up above
the hills; and all the nations shall
flow to it,

3 and many peoples shall come,
and say: “Come, let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, to the house
of the God of Jacob, that he may
teach us his ways and that we may
walk in his paths.”

For out of Zion shall go forth
the law, and the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem.

4 He [i.e., Christ] shall judge
between the nations, and shall
decide disputes for many peoples;

and they shall beat their swords
into plowshares, and their spears
into pruning hooks; nation shall not
lift up sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war anymore.

Merry Christmas and thank you
for reading this edition. Please
reach out to me as needed using the
information below. Moreover, we
would love to see you in person in
the days to come.

Feel free to attend any of our
upcoming services. Check us out
online at www.NewLifeBarre.org
for more information.

Pastor James Foley

New Life Assembly of God
60 Main St. South Barre
jamesfoley @newlifebarre.org
978-355-6407

Dec. 17, 2023: A Pastoral
Message by Pastor Margaret
Keyser via Zoom from South

Africa Third Sunday of Advent

“The Lord has done great things.”

Our services can be found on
our website at www.barrechurch.
com

Scripture Reading:
Luke 1v46-551.

Introduction: To feel joy inside
is often the result of something
we accomplished, good news we
received, or having the people
around us who make us feel happy.
Joy is also the feeling we get when
we have what we need, when we
feel healthy and safe and even
when we are able to do the things
we have been hoping for.

Then, there are people among
us who are just always joyful. They
have a spark in their eyes, and they
lift our spirits. They are the happy
people whom we love to gravitate
towards.

II. Good news of Joy came into
this world

The birth of Jesus is indeed an
historic event of joy, and His life
and ministry an example of Good
News for the world. The proph-
ets proclaimed it, and the Song of
Mary brings it to a climax when
she exclaimed to Elizabeth her joy
about what God has done for her.

She sings about God’s grace
and amazing gift to the world
through her, and then she sings
about what His coming means
for the whole world. As a young
woman from Nazareth, a small
town of farmers in the hills of
Galilee, she grew up with mod-
est circumstances and saw herself
as a humble servant of God. She
received a visit from the angel
Gabriel earlier in this chapter,
announcing that she will carry
a child, through the work of the
Holy Spirit and He would be the
Son of God.

What shock initially, but what
joy to become the mother of Jesus.
She must have been filled with the
power of God’s Spirit before she
was able to sing this beautiful and
powerful song of the Magnificat.

Her message from verse 50 —

55 is about how the Son of God
will usher in a new era, and a new
exodus. He will bring a message of
equality for all people.

He will speak about God’s
love for all people, and how God
does not ignore the lowly and the
humble. They are the ones who
fear God, to whom He will bring
change, peace, and justice. He
will meet the needs of the poor,
the hungry, and the prisoners. They
who fear God will become the
instruments in the hands of God,
not the ones who think about them-
selves only, who only have their
self-interests at heart.

Her message has a greater polit-
ical impact, because it speaks about
how God brought down those who
have become arrogant and brought
down rulers from their thrones, and
has lifted up the humble, filled the
hungry with good things but sent
the rich away, and helped Israel to
remember to be merciful.

III. Conclusion

This is a message of joy coming
from the mother of Jesus. It is a
song from the heart because it was
given to her by the Spirit of God.
It is a powerful message about
her Son who will bring freedom
for the poor and the oppressed,
a message that is a challenge to
those who have allowed the poor
and oppressed to remain poor and
oppressed.

Joy to the world therefore is
not just a message of superficial
happiness, but a message of trans-
forming the circumstances of those
who cannot do it themselves. The
Son of God will introduce a new
world of compassion where there
is joy because the people of God
will have peace of mind, because
they feel safe, and have enough
to eat. They do not have to worry
constantly about their struggling
existence, but they are being taken
care of, receiving the compassion,
and understanding of those around
them.

Ultimately then, joy is when
we all can look each other in the
eyes and not feel the guilt of hav-
ing too much, or feeling safe when
the other is not, and it is when we
can all rejoice in the Birth of the
Son of God who came to save the
world from itself, and who stood
in the Temple in Luke 4 v 18 - 19
announcing the ministry He would
embark on, “The Spirit of the Lord
is on me, because he has anointed
me to proclaim good news to the
poor.

He has sent me to proclaim
freedom for the prisoners and
recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free, to pro-
claim the year of the Lord’s favor.
May the message of Christ bring
us all that inner joy this Advent
season and may God grant us
the gift of being instruments of
that joy, by being the way God
wants us to be, and by spreading
that message of joy the way God
wants us to.

Amen

Pastor Margaret Keyser
Barre Congregational Church
30 Park St., Barre

Petersham Interfaith Committee announces Christmas Eve services

PETERSHAM -The Petersham Interfaith
Committees announces the services on
Christmas Eve, Dec. 24 at all five locations in

town.

They include: Candlelight Service and col-
lection for Food Pantry at First Unitarian
Parish, 1 Common St. at 4 p.m.;Ves-
pers St. Scholastica’s Priory and St.

Mary’s Monastery, 271 North Main St. at
4:30 p.m.; Christmas Eve Mass St. Peter’s
Roman Catholic Church, 18 North St. at 6
p-m.; Christmas Eve Mass Most Holy Trinity
Maronite Monastery, 67 Dugway Road at 8
p-m.; Classic Carols and Lessons Services
and Food Pantry collection Orthodox
Congregational Church, 21 North Main St., at

9 p.m.; Christmas Eve Vigils St. Scholastica’s
Priory and St. Mary’s Monastery, 271
North Main St., at 10 p.m.; Classic Carols
and Lessons Service and Food Pantry col-
lection Orthodox Congregational Church, 21
North Main St., at 11:30 p.m. and Midnight
Mass St. Scholastica’s Priory and St. Mary’s
Monastery, 271 North Main St., at midnight.

Second Chance
issues urgent appeal
for support

EAST BROOKFIELD
— Second Chance Animal
Services is shattering all
previous records in their
mission to help pets live
better lives.

The nonprofit expects
that by year’s end, they
will have helped over
48,000 animals pass-
ing last year’s record of
44,000. While this may
seem a reason for celebra-
tion, the increasing need
for help is deeply con-
cerning for the nonprofit.
Second Chance is com-
mitted to meet the great
demand for programs
and services for animals
as economic pressures
contribute to stagnant
donation levels.

CEO Sheryl Blancato

said, “With less than a
month remaining in the
year, we know that we
have broken old records,
helping more pets than
ever before. This is won-
derful news, but we are

Submitted photo

Seven-year-old Sapphire, who
came to Second Chance when her
owner passed away, is one of the
many cats waiting for a home.

bracing ourselves for a tremendous challenge in the new year. The
economy has truly taken a toll on pets in 2023 and has erased so
much progress for shelters across the country. We expect this trend

to continue in 2024.”

Blancato highlighted the financial pressures faced by pet owners
who are struggling to care for their pets. “At our four veterinary
hospitals, more pet owners are relying on subsidized rates than ever
before. Meanwhile, across the country, shelters are reaching capac-
ity. Second Chance is taking in as many pets from other shelters as
possible to save countless lives, but our space is being limited due
to an increase in surrenders from local pet owners.”

The economy has also taken a toll on donors, who still want to
help but may have less means to do so. Nonprofits throughout the
US are reporting that donations are flat or declining.

Second Chance remains steadfast in its commitment to pets in
need and they are calling upon animal lovers to join them in the
fight against pet suffering. Supporters are urged to make a donation
online by visiting www.secondchanceanimals.org/give-love or by
mail to Second Chance, P.O. Box 136, East Brookfield, MA 01515.

Blancato emphasized, “The need is great. Your contribution, big
or small, will directly impact our ability to provide vital care, pre-
vent unnecessary suffering, and keep families together.”

Second Chance Animal Services is a nonprofit animal welfare
organization founded in 1999. Second Chance began as an animal
shelter and grew to help more pets in need. Today Second Chance
operates Community Veterinary Hospitals in North Brookfield,
Southbridge, Springfield and Worcester providing access to the
highest-quality veterinary care for all. Subsidized rates are provid-
ed to underserved communities to ensure access to care for all pets

in need.

Second Chance helps over 48,000 pets live better lives through
full-service veterinary care, spay/neuter services, adoption ser-
vices, community and educational outreach programs, training and
a pet food pantry. For more information, people may visit Second
Chance’s website at www.secondchanceanimals.org.

Follow Second Chance on Facebook: facebook.com/secondchance-

animals

Follow Second Chance on Instagram: @secondchanceas/
Follow Second Chance on Twitter: @secondchanceas

HARDWICK,

continued from page 1

respond and recover in emergen-
cy situations.

These critical facilities include
fire stations, police stations,
schools, utilities departments
and water treatment plants. For
Hardwick, the residents rely on
their municipal office building,
fire station, police station and
elementary school as an emer-
gency shelter.

According to the public, there
are greater impacts to worry
about when it comes to risk and
how to resolve them.

Residents of Hardwick
addressed flooding as a hazard
with great impact. Floods cause
damage to buildings, roads, and

property. Mitigation actions are
essential to have and reduce
current and future vulnerabili-
ties.

Discussing how to mitigate
risk, the Hardwick residents
shared some opinions on how to
handle certain risks. Tree removal
was one mitigation mentioned for
any potential tree damage that
may cause destruction to residen-
cies with high population of sur-
rounding trees.

Run off systems were men-
tioned to avoid any mass flooding
that can cause damage to residen-
cies, roads and other buildings.

A public meeting will be held
sometime in March of 2024 and
will address more about the haz-
ard mitigation plan. The plan will
then be reviewed for approval in
April.

2006-2025

SEVENTEEN YEAR MEMORY

David
Allen
%é ans

WE LOVE YOU
AND MISS YOU

Mom and Family

OBITUARY POLICY
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obituaries.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.
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two worlds
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OLD WOMAN'’S CAT,

continued from page 1

ed,” Lesak said of her friend’s cats.
“Would they ever want to trade
places?”

Lesak herself thought about what
it would be like to live a different
life from the one she was living, and
she has never shied away from tak-
ing chances and trying something
new.

By the time she was 26, Lesak
had become a minister, but she
found herself wanting a change.

The “Star Wars” films were at
their peak and Lesak decided she
would follow in filmmaker George
Lucas’ footsteps and attend the
University of Southern California.
There she earned her master’s
degree in professional writing.

Having mostly worked on
screenplays, Lesak always want-
ed to write books. She also felt a
deep longing to leave the city, and
return to the countryside, just like
her home state of Pennsylvania.

“] wanted to move back here,”
Lesak said of the east coast. She
sent letter after letter seeking work,
but never got a response back.

At this time, she was working
for the Los Angeles County Bar
Association, handling complaints
filed against attorneys. In the heart
of south central during the Rodney
King riots, Lesak remembers seeing
helicopters flying around while peo-
ple in the community struggled with
the violence and chaos of the time.

“The morning when it started,
I looked out the window and saw
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Alice Lesak gives treats to her dogs Max and Jakes cools off in the birdbath.

Katie.

a boy holding pieces of ashes in
his hand...my mother went out and
hugged him,” Lesak said. “At that
point, we decided to move.”

Having just officiated a funeral
service for her colleague’s life part-
ner, Lesak realized a cross-country
move would be easier through the
church.

“By then I'm 36, still ordained,”
Lesak said,

Lesak began applying to church-
es located within a circle on map
she drew between Worcester and
Springfield. A church located within
that circle received her application
and reached out.

“I got a call from the Tri-Parish
Community Church, right there,
dead center in my circle I drew,”
Lesak said.

Lesak started her 12-year jour-

LETTERS TO ANCESTORS,

continued from page 1

family’s heirloom to each ancestor’s grave, she dis-
covered one ancestor after the next. With each dis-
covery, she wrapped the tombstones with the family’s

Sash.

While learning and then writing about her nine-
times grandparents she walked the Long Trail in

Vermont, discovering parts of herself she had never
known existed. Along with her growing sense of
closeness with these ancestors, she found her way

O

back to the Catholic Church. Every step of her jour-
ney, she knew her ancestors were praying for her.
For more information about Grandpre Wood, visit

paulagrandprewoodsash.com.

We Service What We Sel Parts» Senie

Year End Clearance

HUGE SAVINGS
Throughout The Store

M. Chustman
& Hagoy New Yoan!

988

APPLIANCE

447 MAIN ST., ATHOL + (978) 249-7535

Visit Our Website at www.shopsandsappliance.com @

Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.;
Saturday 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

6

—

Support the
local businesses
that support your
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BUSINESS

Turley Publications is liberal with regard to
its business coverage polices, but we do have

some standards folks need to understand. First,

local businesses and merchants are just as much
institutions in our towns as the library and schools.

Without them, there are no towns.

We will feature coverage of local businesses
that are new, have a major expansion, moving,
closing, under new management or ownership,
celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have
been thrust into the news realm. Merchants can
request that coverage through the editor, or for
our existing advertising clients, through their ad

representatives.

For more information on business coverage
for the Barre Gazette, please email edowner@

turley.com.
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ney with Tri-Parish Community
Church on Veterans Day of 1992.

“Massachusetts is home,” Lesak
said. “Being here in the woods, the
Swift River is just a mile down the
road...I’'m done, I'm happy.”

While leading the congregation
at Tri-Parish Community Church,
Lesak also worked on her thera-
py degree, eventually working for
Valley Human Services, where she
enjoyed connecting with people in
the community until her retirement.

Now, when she isn’t writing
books, Lesak is enjoying her time
with Jake, Jet, Katie and Max, and
traveling with them by camper to
her home state to visit with her
brother.

“You are not alone when you’re
with animals,” Lesak said. “This is
the happiest time of my life.”
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Jake gets ready to take a
walk around the neighbor-
hood.

“The Old Woman’s Cat” can
be purchased through Amazon or
Barnes and Noble. Make sure to
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Alice Lesak,” or “Illustrated by
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Calendar

THURSDAY, DEC. 21

CIRCLE OF SONG REHEARSALS are held
every Thursday night, at the Barre Town Hall,
Exchange Street, Barre. The choral group of 23
years sings in four-part harmony and often in
other languages. People may email julie@mhof.
net or call 978-257-1192 for more information.
They preform several concerts during the year.
New members are always welcome. Membership
dues are sliding scale from $25 per year for stu-
dents and $40 - $70 for adults according to ability
to pay.

CAROLS AND COMMUNION SERVICE will
be held today from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the New Life
Assembly of God, 60 Main St., South Barre. The ser-
vice features Christ-centered carols, a message and
Communion.

FRIDAY, DEC. 22

SUPPORT GROUP for grandparent raising grand-
children will be held today from 9:30-11 a.m. at
Worcester Family Resource Center, 20 Cedar St.,
Worcester. This group meets the third Friday of every
month. People should call 508-796-1411 or email
yiwfrycyouice @sevenhillsorg to register or for more
information.

SATURDAY, DEC. 23

PIONEER VALLEY BRASS QUINTET
HOLIDAY PROGRAM will be held at the Athol
Congregational Church, Athol today at 4 p.m.
It is the 806th musical program sponsored by the
FirstUniversalist Parish of North Dana. Two members

set up a trust fund to ensure the memory of the parish
would be kept alive. The Pioneer Valley Brass includes
Steve Babineau and Dick Tandy, trumpets; Tabitha
Greenlees, horn; Susan Lemei, tuba and Dana Tandy,
trombone.

SUNDAY, DEC. 24

CHRISTMAS SERVICE will be held from 10:30
a.m.-noon at New Life Assembly of God, 60 Main St,
South Barre.

FAMILY CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE will take
place at 7 p.m at the Barre Congregational Church,
30 Park St., Barre. Sue Musnicki is coordinating the
service.

CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
will take place at 11 p.m. at the Barre Congregational
Church 30 Park St., Barre. Rev. Charlie Page will be
preaching and the choir will be singing.

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
will take place today at 5 p.m. at the First Parish
Unitarian Church of Hubbardston, on the Common,
Hubbardston. The service is a very traditional obser-
vance of the holiday through music, singing and read-
ings. All are welcome.

SUNDAY, JAN. 14

ENGLISH SOCIAL TEA, the first 250th
Anniversary event, will be held today from 2-4 p.m.
at the Barre Senior Center, 450 South Barre Road,
Barre. Admission is free. Reservations are required
by Friday, Jan. 5 by email at 250anniversary @town-
ofbarre.com or by signing up at either the Barre
Senior Center or Grand View Terrace. Snow date is
Sunday, Jan. 21.

Where is
this?

This week’s mystery photo is
from Petersham. If any read-
ers know where this photo
was taken, they may email
edowner@turley.com or call
the Barre Gazette at 413-967-
3505, extension 100 with their
answer by noon on Monday,
Dec. 25. The names of those
that correctly guessed the
location will appear in the fol-
lowing edition. Bill Bowles,
Peggy Civilik, Stephen
Craven, James Laramee,
Evelyn Luukko and Philip
Warbasse correctly iden-
tified the photo. The photo
last week was the electronic
sign in front of the Oakham
Town Hall, Coldbrook Road,
Oakham.
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Serving Ware for over a century

Mary Lane Hospital’s
history memorialized
on T-shirts

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

WARE - Remembering a great
location in the town of Ware,
Mary Lane Hospital has served
the community for over 100
years, from 1909-2021.

Mary Lane Hospital was
founded in 1909 by the Ware
Visiting Nurse and Hospital
Association. This association
was formed by a group of women
who were residents of Ware at the
time.

The original facility located at
96 South St., accommodated 12
patients and living quarters for
the nursing staff.

The name of Mary Lane
was introduced in 1924 when a

25-bed unit was added to the now
Wetherby portion of the hospi-
tal. A local manufacturer by the
name of Lewis N. Gilbert has
donated his home and grounds
to the Ware Visiting Nurse and
Hospital Association.

In accordance with his will,
the hospital was named after
Gilbert’s wife, Mary Lane.

Over the course of its opera-
tion, three wings have been added
to the original building that cur-
rently makes up the complex. The
Storrs Wing was completed back
in 1948. The Gilbert Wing was
next and completed in 1961. The
Davis Wing was introduced in
1972. A fourth floor was added to
the Davis Wing in 1987.

Thanks to the donations of
the Storrs, Wetherby, Gilbert,
Schoonmaker, Davis and
Siarkeiwicz families Mary Lane
Hospital had progressed into its
existing hospital campus, which

Polli McCrystal, left and Julie Bullock, right, are providing the T-shirts. The cost is $19 per
T-shirt and sizes range from small to XXXL.

is managed by Baystate Health.
In 1995, the hospital underwent
renovations on its first floor and
then introduced an ambulatory
care center, auxiliary gift shop
and medical office building.

There was a moment of cele-
bration in the hospital’s history
as Baystate Mary Lane Hospital
celebrated their 100th anniversary
throughout the year of 2009. This
anniversary marked 100 years of
dedicated service to the commu-
nity.

At this point, Baystate Mary
Lane Hospital was a 31-bed com-
munity-based hospital offering a
wide spectrum of services includ-
ing 24 hour emergency services,
orthopedics, inpatient and out-
patient surgical care, intensive
care, pediatrics, women’s health
services and a digestive health

program. The Ware hospital has
served residents of Hampshire,
Hampden and Worcester
Counties.

For employment, Baystate
Mary Lane Hospital had over 400
employees, including 94 nurses
and volunteers. More than 200
active, consulting and courtesy
medical/dental staff including
physician specialists in family
practice, internal medicine, pedi-
atrics, anesthesiology, allergy,
cardiology, emergency medicine,
radiology, hospital medicine,
orthopedic and general surgery.

Building the Hospital

Lewis Gilbert passed away in
1919, but he donated his South
Street home and property to the
Ware Visiting Nurse and Hospital
Association. In addition, Gilbert
left $500,000 in trust to endow

the hospital.

In memory of his beloved
wife, the hospital would forever
be known as Mary Lane Hospital.

Gilbert’s will stated that
with his endowment he wished
to allow the WVNHA to “suit-
ably and more effectively care
for the sick especially for the
town of Ware and the village of
Gilbertville.”

The WVNHA would then pro-
vide hospital grounds and build-
ings where the sick may prop-
erly be cared for at a reasonable
charge.

On March 31, 1920, the board
of directors of the WVNHA
accepted the legacies and bene-
fits donated in Gilbert’s will and
authorized the association to take
steps into carrying out Gilbert’s
wish to build Mary Lane Hospital
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The Ware Historical Society had made these T-shirts with an
image of Mary Lane Hospital in the center.

on his property using the donated
funds.

In 1922, Gilbert’s home on
South Street was demolished and
H.P. Cummings was engaged to
construct a new state-of-the-art
hospital. The new hospital build-
ing was completed in September
of 1924.

One year later in 1925, the
WVNHA board voted to change
the name of the association to the
Mary Lane Hospital Association
in honor of Mary Lane Gilbert.

The future of Mary Lane
Hospital

In January 2021, Baystate
Health announced they will close
the Mary Lane outpatient cen-
ter by 2023. Mary Lane Hospital
served the town of Ware and
neighboring communities for
over 100 years.
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Its history and story began
with the generosity of the Gilbert
Family and the Ware Visiting
Nurse and Hospital Association.

To remember this great institu-
tion, the Ware Historical Society
made T-shirts with an image of
Mary Lane Hospital displayed on
the front. KM Graphics printed
these excellent quality T-shirts
and are symbols of remembering
a unique piece of history of the
town of Ware.

T-shirt orders can be recorded
on the answering machine at 413-
967-6882.

For those ordering a T-shirt
please leave a name, address,
telephone number, color and size
choice. The cost is $19 per t-shirt
and sizes range from small to
XXXL.
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Brianna Whitelaw takes a three-point shot.

Panthers’ offense coasts

to second straight win

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE—The Quabbin girls’
varsity basketball team won the
first two games of the regular sea-
son at home. They also held each
opponent to fewer than ten points,
which is something that doesn’t
happen very often at the varsity
level.

Quabbin began the 2023-24
season with a 59-8 non-league
home win against Worcester Tech
on December 11. Two nights later,
the Lady Panthers coasted to a
51-9 victory over the Narragansett
Warriors in another non-league
home contest.

Evan Barringer, who’s the
Lady Panthers head coach, was
very happy with his team perfor-
mance in the two home games, but
he knows his team will be play-
ing some very challenging games
down the road.

“We do play in one of the
toughest girls’ basketball leagues
in Central Mass and we’re going
to be playing some challenging
games,” Barringer said. “We lost
our season opening game on the

road the past two years, so it feels
nice to win our first two home
games of this season. We just need
to keep improving in every game
that we play.”

The Lady Panthers, who have
qualified for the Division 3 state
tournament the past two years,
are members of the Mid-Wach
C League. They were scheduled
to play their first league game at
Hudson High School, who are the
defending Central Mass. Athletic
Directors Association’s (CMADA)
Class B champions, last Friday
night.

“We’re going to have a mas-
sive test at Hudson on Friday
night,” Barringer said. “They’re
the defending Central Mass. Class
B champions and they’re also the
team to beat in our division this
year. We’re looking forward to
playing them. Facing the quality
teams in our league will also help
improve our power rankings for the
state tournament.”

While the Lady Panthers scored
more than 50 points in their first
two games, they also played very

See LADY PANTHERS,
page 13
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Mag Doyle gets the layup Hannah Baxter grabs the

after a steal.

rebound.

Panthers suffer
first loss

BARRE - Last Friday night, Quabbin boys basket-
ball fell to Hudson 49-41. The Panthers were led by
Kyle Clark with 19 points. The Panthers are out to a
2-1 start this year.

Pioneers
offense too
much for
Lions

PALMER - Last Friday night,

Pathfinder boys basketball prevailed
over visiting Ludlow 70-48. One
of the big keys was a big second
quarter for Pathfinder as well as
great defense by the Pioneers in
the final frame holding the Lions
to just four points. Pathfinder was
led by Hunter Griswold with 22
points followed by Richie Gula
with 20 points. Seth Mitchell added
10 points for the Pioneers. While
Ludlow got points from eight dif-
ferent players, it was not enough to
combat Pathfinder’s high scorers.
Stephen Goodreau had 13 points to
lead the Lions.

Kyle Clark brings down a rebound.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Adrien Moskowvitz pushes Seth Mitchell goes for a
a pass to his teammate. midrange shot.

Turley photos by Ray Duffy
Luke Salvadore takes a quick jump shot.

Jacoby Dilling guards against the pass.

Richie Gula drives toward
the hoop.

Trevor Allard reaches out fora Hunter Griswold takes a
long layup. shot under pressure.

Jaxon Warburton goes in for a layup. Rickey Jenoure works the ball up the court.

Pioneers place sixth in tournament

HOLYOKE - Last Saturday,
Pathfinder wrestling had an
excellent day at the Knight-
Hawk Classic at Holyoke High
School. The Pioneers had and
individual champion as well as
three runners-up in the event.

The Pioneers finished
sixth overall with 120 points.
William Burke won his bracket
at 138 pounds and Taran Prak
(113), Bruno Medionero (144),
and Dominic Jarry (165) all
placed second in the tourna-
ment.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Francis Meade goes for a leg takedown in a 175-pound Dominic Jarry tries to get creative and grab a
match. pin.

William Burke goes quickly for a pin at 138 pounds.
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Railers fall short to Thunder

GLEN FALLS, NY - The
Worcester Railers HC (8-11-2-2,
20pts) fell short to the Adirondack
Thunder 13-6-2-1, 29pts), on
Saturday night by the final score
of 4-1 in front of 3,841 fans for
their Teddy Bear Night at the
Cool Insuring Arena. The Thunder
extended their win streak to 4
games. The Railers will head back
home to face the Trois-Rivieres
Lions at 5:05 pm on Friday,
December 23rd, as one of their
three “Home for the Holidays”
matchups.

The Thunder scored the first
three goals of the game as Patrick
Grasso (10th) and Nico Blachman
(2nd, 3rd) put Adirondack ahead
3-0 after two. Joey Cipollone tal-
lied his first professional goal on
a tip-in out in front before Ryan
Smith (11th) gave the Thunder
back their three goal lead, and
delivered the game’s final score of
4-1.

The first period saw a lot of
physicality which led to a total
of 24 minutes in penalties. It all
started with a Rock ‘Em Sock

‘Em fight toward center ice with
Railers forward Jake Schultz
(0-0-0) and Adirondack defen-
seman Darian Skeoch (0-1-1).
Adirondack let the teddy bears fly
early in the period after an odd-
man rush goal by Patrick Grasso
(1-0-1). Grasso received a pass by
Grant Jozefek (0-1-1) from across
the slot, moving left to right, to
beat Henrik Tikkanen on his high
glove side. The next goal didn’t
come until the 16th minute when
the Thunder Forward Ryan Smith
(1-2-3) placed a low shot on net
from in-between the dots on the
rush to give a rebound opportunity
to Forward Nico Blachman (2-0-2)
and beat the outstretched blocker
of Henrik Tikkanen. The Thunder
lead the period in shots on goal
13-5.

The second period was a lot
quieter compared to the first.
Henrik Tikkanen made a lot of
high-quality saves throughout the
period. Blachman and the Thunder
would break through, howev-
er. After a failed offensive zone
entry by the Railers, Adirondack’s

Forward Erik Middendorf (0-1-
1) entered the right half of the
Railers’ defensive zone slowly
and stopped at the top of the cir-
cle. He found Blachman crashing
towards the net late and blasted it
past Henrik Tikkanen’s low block-
er side from the high slot to make
it a 3-0 game with 4:37 left in the
period. The Thunder led the period
with shots on goal 9-8.

The Railers finally got on the
board early in the third period
after a blast from the left point
by Ryan Verrier (0-1-1) that was
then deflected in the slot by Joey
Cipollone (1-0-1) for his first pro-
fessional goal. The Thunder would
capitalize on a breakaway oppor-
tunity in the middle of the third
after Colin Felix’s (0-1-1) minor
penalty expired. Felix passed the
puck up to the speedy Ryan Smith
who elevated the puck upstairs
where it hit the crossbar, hit a
Railers back-checker, and inadver-
tently ended up in the back of the
net to make it 4-1 Thunder. The
Thunder led the period in shots on
goal 11-9.

T-Birds suffer 1-0 shutout against Bears

HERSHEY, PA - The
Springfield Thunderbirds (14-9-2-
0) could not solve the top-ranked
defense in the AHL, as the Hershey
Bears (22-6-0-0) skated off with
a narrow 1-0 triumph on Sunday
inside Giant Center.

The battle of the Eastern
Conference’s two best defensive
teams lived up to that billing in
the opening 20 minutes, as neither
Springfield’s Malcolm Subban nor
Hershey’s Hunter Shepard showed
nerves in their goal crease. Subban
had a trio of high-danger denials
off odd-man rushes, including a
right-pad kick out on a Jimmy
Huntington breakaway. Shepard
had his own sterling saves, includ-
ing a point-blank snapper from
Keean Washkurak.

The biggest fireworks of the
period came in the form of mitts

dropping between former T-Bird
Dylan Mcllrath and Sam Bitten
less than four minutes into the
action. The early scrap between
two of the toughest customers in
the AHL added a big boost to both
benches but ultimately did not lead
to either team cracking into the
scoresheet in the first 20 minutes.

As difficult as it was for the
teams to establish in the first, it
became even more difficult in a
second period that saw only seven
combined shots between the two
teams, with Subban stopping four
Hershey attempts and Shepard
blocking three Springfield offer-
ings, forcing the scoreless draw
into a final period.

The game gave every indication
that the first goal would be pivotal,
and at 5:31 of the third, Pierrick
Dube finally got on the board for

the Bears, blasting a slapper that
glanced off Subban’s left shoulder
and squeaked across the line just
moments before a T-Birds defender
could get to the goal line to save it.

The winger’s 14th of the sea-
son proved to be the only tally, as
Springfield could not dent Shepard
the rest of the way. Former Bear
Jakub Vrana had perhaps the
best chance to tie the game on a
one-timer from the right circle, but
Shepard slid from right to left to
deny the chance, and Springfield
succumbed to their first shutout
defeat of the season.

The two teams will have
a grudge match on Friday night
inside the MassMutual Center as
the T-Birds begin a seven-game
homestand. Puck drop on Friday
is set for 7:05 p.m. for another
Deuces Wild Friday.

Shenette declares for modifieds tour

WORCESTER - Driving the
No. 8, John-Michael Shenette
will chase the NASCAR Whelen
Modified Tour Rookie of the
Year honors in 2024. When the
NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour begins a 16-race sched-
ule in February at New Smyrna
Speedway in Florida, Shenette
plans to be in attendance. It will
be the first race in his quest to
compete in a majority of the races
on the schedule to chase the pres-
tigious award.

Formerly based in Thompson,
Connecticut, Shenette is the
CEO of Eighty-Two Services,
a General Contractor located in
Concord, North Carolina. The
team, Eighty-Two Autosport,
will also contest additional
SMART Modified Tour and Open
Modified events when available
in 2024.

Shenette made his debut on the
NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour
at Langley Speedway in 2023 and
finished 12th. He also compet-

ed in events at North-Wilkesboro
Speedway and Martinsville
Speedway prior to the end of the
season.

“We’re excited for 2024,
John-Michael Shenette said.
“Last year was about putting a
car on the track. We struggled
with a mechanical issue that
plagued us at all three events
and prevented us from logging
laps. All-in-all, it was a good
year - we were able to build a
great group, add a second car
and square away all
the bits and pieces

that it takes to run.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16
17 18 19

The NASCAR Whelen
Modified Tour is the

best of the best in

modified racing, if not
NASCAR as a whole.
Our team is ready for
the challenge. Chasing

the prestigious Rookie
of the Year award is

on our bucket list, but

we’re also looking for
consistency and to

chase our first career
win in Modified in
2024.>

Shenette was born

in Worcester, and start-
ed racing at 7-years-

old at Thompson

Speedway Motorsports
Park’s “Little T” track

CLUES ACROSS
1. Droops
5. Subatomic particle
10. Not in danger
14. Nursemaid
15. Black band worn in

ground

like satin

24. Songs to one you love  63. Chinese temple
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42. Enough (archaic)
43. Surface layer of

44, Cotton fabric woven

45, Choose for a post

32. Emaciation

CGLUES DOWN 33. Escort aircraft carrier
1. Exhausts 34. Italian city
2. Genus of fish related 36, Mythical settler of
to gars Kansas
3. Impudent behavior 37. Unhappy

21. Political divisions in

27. Secret activities 64. Invests in little ancient Greece 52. Grads wear one
30. Upset enterprises 23. Ocean 53. French river

31. Popular hot drink 65. Popular cut of meat 25 Cool! 54, Part of a cap

32. Body art (slang) 66. Charity 26.Young woman about ~ 57. Digestive fluid
35. Fired 67. Iron-containing to enter society 58. Metrical foot
37.Blood relation compound 217. One from central 59. Body part

38. ldentical 68. River in Northern Caucasus 61. Very fast airplane
39. Porticos Europe 28. Indian city 62. Supplement with
40. Partner to cheese 69. One point east of 29. A way to serve ice difficulty

41, Type of sword southeast cream

51. Semitic Sun god

in Connecticut. He’s
raced on and off his
entire life - running
in the Pro Stocks,
Thompson Modifieds,
PASS Super Late
Models, ARTS Trucks,

mourming 46. Father 4. Adherents to Islam 38. High schoolers’ test
16.Long song inopera~ 47.Tell on 5.They come after A 40. Measured in pace Karts and now Tour-
17. Edible seed of a 48. Indian title of respect 6. Spoke 41, Satisfies Type Modifieds 30
Philippine tree 49. Fonts 7. Room to receive 43. Gullible person years later. .
18. Chicago political 52. Fencing sword guests 44, Enclosed Space Shenette and his
family 55. Mock 8. About opera 46. Substance used to NASCAR Whelen
19. Pursues pleasure 56. Vaccine developer 9. End-blown flute color something Modified TOI{r team,
fromone placeto 60. Atmosphere 10. Heroic tales 47. Shirt type led by crew chief Scott
another surrounding a person 11, Member of a Semitic ~ 49. Discover by Morin and car chief
20. Appetizer or place people investigation Stephen Robinson,
22. Hill (Celtic) 61. Marten with a short ~ 12. Dog’s name 50. __-Castell, makers will open the 2024
23. Simple shoe tail 13. Opposite of west of pens season at New Smyrna

Speedway on Saturday,
February 10, as
NASCAR opens their
76th season of racing.
For more information
on the team, fans are
encouraged to follow
the team on Facebook
on their new page,
Eighty-Two Autosport,
for the latest news and
information, including
race day updates.

Matching grant of $40,000
towards scholarship drive

HARDWICK - St. Aloysius
Catholic School in Gilbertville
has been blessed with a pledge of
$40,000 in matching funds toward
the school’s 2024/2025 scholarship
drive.

The benefactor, who wishes to
remain anonymous, has supported
the school in this initiative since its
inception in 2016. The Scholarship
Drive will run from Dec. 15
through March 15, 2024.

Last year, the scholarship drive
raised a total of $36,000 includ-
ing the matching funds. The fund
reduced the tuition for each of the
school’s 86 students by about $450.

This year, the School Board is
considering implementing a crisis
fund with some of the proceeds, in
addition to a fund for general assis-
tance. Tuition rates will be set for
the 2024/2025 school year after the
drive ends in March.

Father Richard A. Lembo, Pastor
of St. Aloysius Parish, is happy that
the benefactor is once again offer-
ing such a generous match.

“There are overwhelming
demands on families today. Being
able to give some assistance
to those who wish to provide a
Catholic education for their chil-
dren is important. We thank those
who gave generously to last year’s
scholarship drive, and we hope that
they will consider giving again.

File Photo

Angles watch over the shepherds during last year’s Nativity
pageant performed by students at St. Aloysius Catholic

School.

Besides providing these children
with a top notch education, you are
helping to build a foundation for
their Catholic faith, something that
will grow and sustain them during
their lifetime,” Lembo said in a
press release.

St. Aloysius Catholic School’s
unique mission includes operating
in a family-centered environment
that provides Faith Formation,
innovative academics, and a com-
mitment to the local community.
The school serves students in pre-
school through grade eight.

For more information about St.
Aloysius Catholic School or to

make a tax deductible donation that
will be matched dollar for dollar to
the Scholarship Fund please visit
www.staloysiuscs.com.

Donations can also be mailed
to St. Aloysius Catholic School,
P.O. Box 522, Gilbertville, MA
01031, noting “Scholarship Fund”
on the memo line. Donations to
the Scholarship Fund received prior
to March 15 will help reduce tui-
tion rates for the 2024/2025 school
year.

For more information email
Roberta McQuaid, at rmcquaid@
staloysiuscatholicschool.com or
call the school at 413-477-1268.

St. Aloysius
Catholic School
lists honor roll

HARDWICK - St. Aloysius
Catholic School in Gilbertville
lists students named to the first
trimester honor roll.

Honors

Hannah LaRochelle, Sophia

Adams and Christopher Rice.

QCC awards
$1.2 million
to students

WORCESTER - Quinsigamond
Community College awarded 410
students a total of $1.2 million to
cover tuition, fees and books under
Massachusetts’s new MassReconnect
program that makes community col-
lege free for eligible Massachusetts
residents aged 25 and older.

QCC'’s financial aid and admis-
sions department worked rapid-
ly to secure funding for the first
group of students, who will receive
MassReconnect funding for the fall
2023 semester. QCC President Dr.
Luis Pedraja joined Governor Healey
earlier for the official announcement
of the program.

“Governor Healey’s
MassReconnect initiative will be
life-changing for so many resi-
dents in the Commonwealth who,
until now, have not had the financial
means to attain or complete a col-
lege education,” said Dr. Pedraja. “At
QCC, we anticipate MassReconnect
to have a major impact on the
communities we serve. This ini-
tiative will support thousands of
Massachusetts residents to achieve
their education and occupation-
al goals, while increasing the eco-
nomic health and prosperity of the
Commonwealth. I want to person-
ally thank Governor Healy and the
Massachusetts legislature for sup-
porting a program that will change
the trajectory of the lives of so many
people.”

Governor Healey invested $20
million in MassReconnect for the
first year of implementation in her
first budget that she signed ear-
lier this month. This funding cov-
ers the full cost of tuition and
fees and includes an allowance
for books and supplies at each of
Massachusetts’ 15 community col-
leges. Additionally, each community
college will also receive $100,000
from this funding to support student
and community program awareness,
staffing and program administration.

Funding from MassReconnect is
still available for the fall semester. In
order to qualify for MassReconnect,
students must be 25 or older on the
first day of their classes and be a
permanent Massachusetts resident
for at least one year at the start of
the enrolled term. The program is
limited to residents who have not
previously earned a college degree
Associates or Bachelors, who enroll
in at least six credits per semester in
an approved program of study lead-
ing to an associate degree or certifi-
cate at a community college.

FSU holds registration
for ALFA classes

FITCHBURG - Registration
opened Tuesday, Dec. 12 for
Fitchburg State University’s Adult
Learning in the Fitchburg Area
spring courses, with offerings
that will include a deep dive into
the promise and perils of artifi-
cial intelligence, an introduction
to impressionism, a look at the
history of Japan and discussion of
contemporary Irish film.

Several events are also planned
to celebrate ALFA’s 20th anni-
versary, including art shows on
campus and at the Fitchburg Art
Museum and a “Love of Learning
Day” celebration in May.

There are dozens of classes on
the calendar, with the full program
viewable by visiting online at
fitchburgstate.edu/alfa.

ALFA is a lifelong learning
institute that serves adult learn-
ers in Fitchburg and the surround-
ing communities. ALFA is spon-
sored by the School of Graduate,
Online and Continuing Education
at Fitchburg State in collabora-
tion with volunteer members of
the community. It offers non-cred-
it daytime classes, trips, special
events and a free speaker series.

ALFA students are encouraged
to volunteer and participate in
program leadership and develop-
ment, as well as social and recre-
ational activities. Most courses are
$45 and free for students over age
90. A limited number of scholar-
ships are available.

The season will also feature a

five-part series on artificial intel-
ligence, including a look at the
societal implications of ChatGPT,
the question of AI’s conscious-
ness, and the role that Al could
play in the future of healthcare
as well as exploration of outer
space. Other multi-part series will
explore the geography, history and
culture of Africa, as well as an
“armchair adventure” exploring
the art and culture of the local
area.

The ALFA Salon will contin-
ue this spring, a free discussion
group every other week during
the term wherein presenters lead
engaging discussions on a vari-
ety of topics that will include Al,
defending the freedom to read,
equine-assisted therapy and a look
at the causes and impact of the
recent writers’” and actors’ strikes.

The spring courses include
fitness classes, nature hikes, and
group trips. People may view the
course listing and register online
by visiting marketplace.fitchburg-
state.edu/alfa.

ALFA is always on the look-
out for new instructors and new
subject matter to share with its
students. Anyone with a specialty
that they think others would be
interested in should contact the
program directors at alfa@fitch-
burgstate.edu for details about
becoming an ALFA instructor.
Also, direct any questions to the
ALFA office at 978-665-3706, or
email at alfa@fitchburgstate.edu.

FSU receives grant for dual
enrollment programs

FITCHBURG - Fitchburg
State University recently
received a $40,000 grant from the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
to support its dual enrollment pro-
gram, expanding opportunities for
local high school students to take
credit-bearing, college-level cours-
es.

Gov. Maura Healey and Lt.
Gov. Kim Driscoll announced the
grant award this week in a letter to
Fitchburg State President Richard
S. Lapidus.

“We want to thank you for your
commitment to increasing college
participation through dual enroll-
ment activities, particularly for
low-income, underrepresented, and
first-generation college students,”
the award letter stated. “Through
this funding and your contin-
ued support, we hope to expand
access to great educational oppor-
tunities for every student in the
Commonwealth.”

“This Commonwealth Dual
Enrollment Partnership grant will
provide transformative experiences
for 75 high school students, and we
are grateful for the state support to
continue and expand these oppor-
tunities,” President Lapidus said.
“We know this program opens
doors for students by letting them

experience college-level course-
work while still in high school, and
helps them get started on realizing
their educational aspirations.”

The CDEP program provides
opportunities for high school stu-
dents to take college-level courses
and earn credit toward high school
completion and their future college
degrees. Additionally, CDEP eases
the transition from high school to
college, allows students to get a
head start on their college careers,
and provides meaningful and chal-
lenging academic experiences to
qualified students who otherwise
may not have access to an early
college experience. The primary
objective of CDEP is to increase
the population of high school grad-
uates who are college ready.

In the 2022-23 academic year,
the CDEP program at Fitchburg
State supported 117 students in
earning 276 academic credits.
Including Fitchburg State’s Early
College program, 340 high school
students completed 1,020 credits
last year. Fitchburg State’s pri-
mary partners in the program are
the Athol High School, Clinton
High School, the Fitchburg Public

See FSU ENROLLMENT,
page 14



Rosie Rotti

October 19, 2023
Parents: Meg & Luke Rotti, Barre
Grandparents: Kathleen Hazelton, Rindge, NH
Janice &Tim Rotti, Templeton

Caleb Hubacz

February 12, 2023

Parents: April & Ross Hubacz, North Brookfield
Grandparents: Ann Tyler, North Brookfield
Paul & Debbie Hubacz, North Brookfield

Faye Margaret Goddard

April 1,2023
Parents: Nate & Jackie Goddard , Hardwick
Grandparents: Chris Greene & Bill Cole, Hardwick
Bill & Shelly Goddard, Orwell, VT

A Wld’/
7 With best wishes for peace and

| harmony this holiday season and
throughout the new year.

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~

707 Main Street, Amherst ¢ 413.253.5212
www.DorseyMemorials.com

Don Gillette & Tracey Davenport, North Brookfield
HEALTH &
‘ HARMONY

\ / \ Just chiming in to say

/ thanks and best wishes

for a harmonious season!

CAPTAIN T’s

25 Exchange Street, Barre
978-257-8116

Wishing You
a Beary
Merry Christmas

Thanks for your
loyal support in 2023!

BRUCE COFFIN, C.P.A. INC.

926 Old Turnpike Road, Oakham ¢ 508-882-3394
www.brucecoffincpa.com

‘Before the opportunity melts
away, we just want to say,

C X )

& "MERRY CHRISTMAS,
FRIENDS!"

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

F.T. SMITH SAND & GRAVEL

53 Brooks Pond Road, North Brookfield ¢ 508-867-0400

Thanks &
o o Merry Christmas
° . to the Best Folks
o Around!
® [ ]
° Thanks for

[
your patronage.

CLARK’S POOL WATER INC.

235 Fruitland Road, Barre « 978-355-6141

At this
special
time of
year, we're
sending
outa
happy hello
and our
very best
wishes for
« afestive
B | season!

Merry Greetings

Thank You & Merry Christmas

Merry Christmas
& Treemendous

THANKS! /&
J.C. POOLS INC.

108 Main Street, South Barre
978-355-6465 » 508-882-3913

Thanks for being so good
to us all year.

We hope this Christmas
delivers everything on
your wish list!

DANDELIONS

34 Fruitland Road (off Route 122), Barre
978-257-8064

To Our Dear Friends,
A wish for a season that
jingles with joy all the way!

NOW OFFERING:
Truck & Equipment Repairs

HUBB EQUIPMENT, INC.
31 0id Boston Turnpike, Hubbardston
978-928-4258

R NATE YOUR HOLIDAY
%%\\i 7, o {‘\-‘_\ SEASON IS
HAPPY, HEALTHY,
b .:‘., MEANINGFUL
éiu “ %7 AND OH-SO JOLLY!

Thanks for sharing so many good times with us in 2023.
We look forward to making more great memories
with all of you in the years to come.

From Richie H., Richie B., Chris, Gollin, Michelle,
Carolanne, Vince, Kyle, Joe, Kerry, Rick & Ryan

E.P. WINE INC.

Appliance & Gas Service
160 West Street, Barre
978-355-2311  800-684-7004 o Fax 978-355-6118

With Our Gratitude,

MERRY
CHRISTMAS!

To our valued customers and
friends at Christmastime, best
wishes for a happy and healthy
holiday season. We hope
it’s decked out with
every happiness your
heart can hold!

S

Hair Salon
939 Worcester Road, Barre
978-355-6411

May happiness
and good fortune
surround you at

Christmastime

and all year!

Thank you for
= hringing so much
warmth and joy
to our year. We
appreciate you!

140 Worcester Rd.
Barre

978-355-6343
higginsenergy.com

'
MERRY CHRISTMAS!

In the air there’s a feeling of Christmas, and we hope
it fills your heart and soul with enough warmth,
cheer and contentment to last all year!

Thanks for putting the merry in our Christmas, and for filling our year
with so much joy and so many great memories.
Serving you has been our pleasure, and we look forward to sharing more
good times together in the coming year. We wish you and your family
health, happiness and all the best this season and always!

CREATIVE FLOORS INC.
1653 North Main Street, Holden
508-829-7444
www.creativefloorsinc.com

With Our

Thanks
Please accept .-.

our best wishes
for a wonderful
holiday!

FARBER & LINDLEY

Attorneys At Law
7 Exchange Street, Barre ¢ 978-257-8389

(2\7 Opticians
U

Q‘; Call for an Appointment 978-355-2191 {9
) 395 Main Street, Barre Plains Y

O OOOOOOOOOO0OD
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Mugs & Lishes

We hope your holiday season
is filled with love and friendship,
and we thank you for believing in us!

BROWN'’S TRUCKING

& EXCAVATING INC.
530 VALLEY ROAD, BARRE © 978-355-2745

O OOOOOOOOO0O0
(‘S\; —

Thank Youfor % %)
yomwpmthw e g?)

Barre

& yea/vwweccm

Q\’ Hearing help othev people 4 ¢ )
Y| Aid Center | with ﬂ’“””“@‘"’t /
%’ D) & hearing - o

Sealed with a WlSh

We hope your
Christmas delivers
the best of everything )

BILL'S GARAGE OF RUTLAND INC

74 Maple Avenue (Route 56), Rutland
508-886-4401 * 508-886-2371

HAVE YOURSELF A MERRY LITTLE CHRISTMAS

From our gnome to yours, happy holidays and
best w%shes for ay wonderF Plynew yeayr

We appreciate all the ways - big and small - friends and customers like
you have made our year so very special and meaningful. Thank you!

BARRE PIZZA

On the Common, Barre ¢ 978-355-4595
OPEN 7 DAYS

We're so grateful to all of the friends, neighbors and
customers who have contributed to our success and
filled our year with such wonderful memories.

We hope the kindness and generosity you've
shown us come back to you hundredfold!

Best Wishes and Happy Holldays,

,
MUNWU ¢

R.N. GLIDDEN

LANDSCAPING SERVICE

1750 Hardwick Road, New Braintree ¢ 978-355-2827

W re AU Smiles
Thanks lo Cuslomers
Lie You!

Thanks for giving us so
much to celebrate this
holiday season. We've really
enjoyed spending time with
all of you throughout the
year, and we look forward
to making more great
memories here in 2024.

Wit owr hearifell gratitudt,

we wish you & very hapby,
healthy and blessed Clristnas!

11 Exchange Street, Barre « 978-355-3536
Sunday - Thursday 10am -9pm; Friday & Saturday 10am-10pm

Socking It to You:

Our Best Wishes for
the Brightest Holiday!

Thanks for all you've done
to make our year so happy
and rewarding. We really
appreciate your faith in us
and your friendship,
and we look forward
to continuing our
partnership in the
years to come.

BREKKA & BREKKA
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

KENNETH L. BREKKA
CLARE FRAIN BREKKA « WILLIAM N. BREKKA

2 WORCESTER ROAD, HUBBARDSTON
978-928-5000 « WWW.BREKKALAW.COM

Merry |
&Jerylhuq’

Wherever you are, however you
celebrate, we hope the holiday season
brings love to your heart, peace to
your soul and joy to your spirit.

With our gratitude
and best wishes,

BROBERG INSURANCE
GROUP, INC.

53 Gardner Rd., Hubbardston
Tel.: (978) 355-4028 Tel.: (978) 928-5875
Fax: (978) 355-6280 Fax: (978) 928-1340

9 Exchange St., Barre

S www.broberginsurance.com )
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Sotty, Fun § Jabulous

Hope your season shakes out
to be everything you’ve wished
for and more!

—
PARKER GLASS

Owned & Operated by the Parker Family
The Clear Choice For All Your Glass Needs
441 Chestnut S, Gardner ¢ 978-632-5362 / 800-564-5382 * parkerglass@comcast.net

( . ...and thanks for the gifts of

your friendship and support!

Landry & Meilus rip
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

21 Summer Street, Barre
978-355-2289

Merry Christmas

°
...treemendous thanks .
. [ ]
and best wishes to . e
everyone we know! e ——
°

KIP’S CHRISTMAS 4 .°°.
TREE FARM
New Braintree Center (& @ o o
508-867-2423

GRATEFUL

..for every little thing that makes

this community so special. T
~

ooooooooooooooooooooooo

Thank You &~
& Merry Christmas! W%

QUABBIN AUTO REPAIR
8 Broad St., Barre ¢ 978-355-6763

With Our Thanks,

MERRY CHIZISTMAS!

Christmas season
4) <
Q)

delivers everythlng
on your wish list
and more!

Thank you for giving us
so much to celebrate
this year. We really
appreciate your
friendship and support,
and we wish you all
the best.

QUABBIN PLAZA LIQUORS

Quabbin Plaza, Barre
978-355-6496

Socking
It to You:

Our Best Wishes for
the Brightest Holiday!

Thanks for all you’ve done
to make our year so happy
and rewarding. We really
appreciate your faith in us ‘
and your friendship,
and we look forward
to continuing our
partnership in the
years to come.

TANGUAY JEWELERS

19 Connors Street, Gardner

978-632-1362

s Enjoy Baby’s
A , First Christmas!

CHEVY | CHRYSLER | DODGE | JEEP | RAM

They’ll Be Driving Before
You Know it!

442 WEST BROADWAY, GARDNER
978-630-2001 | SALVADOREAUTO.COM

Dommgos Raphael
Baptista

January 24,2023

Parents: Bethany & John Baptista
Sister: Lydia Baptista
Grandparents: Laura & Peter Guilbault,
Domingos Baptista & Marie Baptista
Great Grandparents: Sally Harrington & Tom Posey

N

Caroline Elizabeth
Barcheski

June 8,2023
Parents: aitlynn & Christopher Barcheski
Brother: Michael Barcheski
Grandparents: arrie & Robert Hulsart,
Thomas McCaffrey & Judith Barcheski

b |

Kayce Lee Harrison
July 5, 2023

Parents: Josh and Mylinda Harrison
Sister: Charlotte Harrison
Grandparents: Bob Tefft, 0akham, Cindy Tefft, FL,
Bruce & Jerri Harrison, CT

Bright Tidings

at Christmas

and a Healthy,
Happy New Year!

WHITE VALLEY MOTORS

843 Worcester Rd., Barre ® 978-355-2200

Magical & Merry

Hope this Christmas is ‘o

a fairy tale come true! ,y\ e )
°
[ J
°

199 Petersham Road (Route 32), Athol
978-249-2206 « www.MannMemorials.com

Delivering Our Best

~ = Thanks gor everyiing Uiis year!
'T We wish you and your loved ones
amerry and bright Christnas.

ORIGINAL TIRE GO.

South Athol Rd., Athol ® 978-249-3477

Joy & Prosperity
From All of Us

We are so grateful for your
continued business and support this year.
Thank you, and best wishes for
a simply wonderful Christmas
and a very happy new year!

Waterwheel Realty

Barre

978-355-4438

:}.‘—ﬁ'ﬁ We Wish
You a

. Mewy
GIQIEIETIINGS"W-- ChmATmaA

p.

"’Farmems Mar\kebﬂ

with greatfdeals
-and-full.service
departments

AT/ |
Wholesome; Fresh] Differencel

596 Summer Street, Barre, MA 01005 978-257-8107
OPEN DAILY 8 A.M. - 8 PM.

It’s in the air and all aroundw@

from the lights up high to the snow on the ground;
A spirit of joy and goodwill too,
and a feeling of gratitude for each one of you.

W(% 71/ Cémfmm m/lr/ 7%/”?% /ﬁb/

/ﬁ@ anelher g / ?174/ /(’//Z

LAW OFFICE OF
CRANSTON & CRANSTON P.C.
26 Valley Road, P.O. Box 938, Barre
978-355-2100

From Our Family to Yours,

Gratitude &
Heartfelt Cheer

1{ Thank you for helping our
business grow and thrive through

the years. Your loyalty and trust
mean so much to us, and we
greatly appreciate your support.

Best wishes for a
happy and healthy
Christmas season!

WASH-N-WAGS GROOMING
20 CAT ALLEY, BARRE » 978-257-8040

3
-
—

‘We Appreciate You
J/E THIS Much!

Lo o\

v a *

S;l
TERRY’S AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

\_ 60 Worcester Road, Barre ¢ 978-355-0010 Y,

Words can’t say
how grateful
we are for your
support and
trust in us.
We wish you all
avery merry
Christmas and
a prosperous
new year!

Coming Through
With Our Best Wishes for a
Wonderful Holiday Season

Choo-choo, we're sending you our warmest thoughts and
very best wishes for a happy and healthy Christmas!

The support of friends and customers like all of you is what keeps us on
track, and we thank you for fueling our success all year.

W.R. ROBINSON LUMBER CO. INC
Cleveland Road, Wheelwright
413-477-6050

A,
Thanks for v
Making Our Y.

Whole Year
Brighter

Christmas is right around the corner, so
we’d like to take a moment to share our
very best wishes with everyone we know!
Thanks for sticking with us this year,

and for making this community

such a wonderful place to be at
Christmastime and always.

CONCRETE
SOLUTIONS

199 East Broadway, Gardner
978-669-0088

www.concretesolutionsonline.com

Thanks for shaping our year
with so many delightful
memories and friendships!
Folks like you liven up
every day, and we wish

you warmth

” and happiness
all season.

® Merry Christmas
and Many Thanks!

J&J FAMILY RESTAURANT

815 Worcester Road (Route 122), Barre
978-355-2122

WWM&W

Here comes Santa Claus, and with him our
best wishes for happiness, health and good fortunel!

Shiarles fer polling fer wes in 2023
e Wmate Yot /w?afgmf/

PARKER HOUSE OF PIZZA
17 Pleasant Street, Downtown Gardner
(The Building With The Blue Awning)
978-632-9383




Raelynn Brown

July 20, 2023

Parents: Ryan & Ashley Brown, Hampden
Grandparents: Art & Lynn Anderson, Wilbraham

Rick & Joanne Brown, Monson

Feel the Joy!
Qe the Qpirit!

Hugs and wishes at Christmastime
to everyone who has made
our year so very merry!

Being around friendly folks like you brings us joy each and
every day, and we’re grateful to be a part of this community.
Thanks for sharing your smiles and support with us.

We hope you have a perfectly wonderful holiday season!

JUNKREMOVAL
CLEANOUTS - DEMOLITION

508-386-5734

MENTION THIS AD & RECEIVE 10% OFF ANY SERVICE!

May 7, 2023

Parents: Abby Briand & Craig Davidson of New Hartford, CT
Grandparents: Anne Briand, Barre & Jackie Davidson, Farmington, (T

s vl

Stars & Stipes Linet,

32 Main St., Hubbardston e 978-820-1600

Season's Greetings

...and thanks for chilling with us
this year! We've really enjoyed your visits,
and we wish you a happy holiday season.

Check Out Our Facebook Page For Specials
Like Us On Facebook@hubbtowndiner

il

SHEAR EXPRESSIONS HAIR DESIGN
24 North Brookfield Road, Barre Plains
978-355-4467 | Open by appointment

Eveything!
Thanks for making

our year so special.

r'(ﬂ y
D

Mavis Trixie Davidson

Connor Jordan

March 9, 2023
Parents: Krystal & Brett Jordan, Hardwick
Grandparents: Laura & Jon Wilson, Barre

Dana & Mary Ann Jordan, Barre
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This Holiday
Season

~.——.——_‘._—

Fidelity Bank@®

800.581.5363 | fidelitybankonline.com FDIC DIF

L/Mfew warm wishes goes a long way

To added enjoyment to the holiday

Good to us, you've certainly been

So we wanted to thank you for just dropping in!

QUALITY WATER PRODUCTS

25 Town Farm Road
South Barre
978-355-6833

Just dropping in with a wish to all of our neighbors,
friends and customers for a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year. We appreciate your support
and thank you for your visits!

Propane - Heating Oil
71 Worcester Rd., Barre « (978) 355-6649

Wishing You Good Health, Good Fortune & TREEmendous Happiness

As we put the finishing touches on another holiday season, we can’t think of a better place
to celebrate than right here with all of you. Your friendship and support mean the world to us,
and we hope this Christmas delivers everything on your wish list and more.

Best wishes to you and yours for a merry and bright Christmas season and a happy new year!

BARRE GAZETTE

80 Main Street, Ware ¢ 413-967-3505

All the
Best...

and then some!

Wishing you the brightest joy,

the warmest cheer and the greatest
happiness this Christmas season.

As we wrap up our year, we’d just like to
say thanks to all of the friendly folks and
loyal customers who have made it such a
success. Being a part of this community is
a gift we value beyond measure, and we
really appreciate everyone we know here.

e

HARDWICK CROSSING

EST. 2022

COUNTRY CLUB
262 Lower Road
Gilbertville
774-757-8907
Pro Shop 774-261-2634
hardwickcrossing.com

TR B IS T RO g S T RO A B,

LADY PANTHERS,

continued from page 9

well defensively.

“This is by far the best defen-
sive team that we’ve had since I’ve
been coaching here,” Barringer
added. “We made it very difficult
on a very good Narragansett team
in tonight’s game. We put a lot
of pressure on them, especially
during the first quarter. We raced
out to an early 9-0 lead, and we
never stopped after that.”

One of the Lady Panthers key
defensive players is junior Brooke
Austin.

“Brooke Austin is the first
player off the bench and she’s
becoming a defensive force for
us,” Barringer said. “Her defense
has been inspiring and it’s been
awesome to see. We also want her
to rebound the ball. She’s a very
good athlete.”

Austin, who’s one of the six
returning varsity basketball play-
ers, was the first-year goalkeeper

for the Lady Panthers soccer team
this past fall.

Four Quabbin players reached
double figures in the season open-
ing victory against Worcester
Tech.

Senior Briana Whitelaw, who’s
a three-point threat, led the way
with 15 points. Freshman Abigail
Rogowski, who’s a three-sport
varsity athlete, and sophomore
Mia Ducos each scored 11 points,
while senior Meg Doyle checked
in with 10 points.

Ducos, who joined the varsity
squad as an eighth grader, is the
point guard and she runs the show
offensively.

“Mia is a very good passer and
she’s been making very good deci-
sions as our point guard so far this
season,” Barringer said. “None of
the players really care how many
points they score in a game. They
just want to keep winning.”

Ducos scored five of her seven
points against Narragansett during
the first half.

The only two Lady Panthers
players to score ten or more points
against the Warriors were senior
Hannah Baxter and Doyle, who’s a
fourth year varsity basketball play-
er. The duo each finished with a
game-high of 13 points.

Baxter, who’s a center, scored
a career-high 18 points at Clinton
last year. She made five inside
field goals against Narragansett
(0-2).

“Hannah was the most
improved player on our basket-
ball team last year,” Barringer
said. “She’s continuing this season
where she left off. It’s been a lot
of fun to watch her improve as a
basketball player.”

Doyle, who’s a guard, is anoth-
er fun player to watch play for
Quabbin. She scored most of her
points on fastbreak lay-ups follow-
ing steals.

“Meg is one of the best athletes
that I’ve seen in the 23 years that
I’ve been teaching and coaching at
Quabbin,” Barringer said. “She’s

also a very good softball player.”

The trio of Rogowski,
Whitelaw, and senior Riley Bassett
scored five points apiece in the
Lady Panthers second home victo-
ry of the regular season.

All four of the Quabbin seniors
are captains.

Rounding out the varsi-
ty roster are junior’s Maykayla
Kingsbury, Ana Dunn, and
Leanne Leger, who did an out-
standing job of singing the
National Anthem.

“Leanne has sung the National
Anthem at our two home games,
and she just did a spectacular job,”
Barringer said. “It’s what high
school sports is all about. We're
a fun team to watch play and it
should be a very exciting season.
I just love coaching this year’s
team.”

The Lady Panthers were sched-
uled to host league rival Clinton
on Tuesday night. Their next home

game will be against Oakmont
Regional on December 27.

Leanna Leger drives the baseline on her way to the hoop.

en

“ ‘\

cment

g announcements

This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and significant anniversary announcements free of charge.
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information.

birth

announcements

www.turley.com

announcements
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Public Safety

Barre Police Log

Sunday, Dec. 3

12:25 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Unconscious/Unresponsive/
Syncope, West Street, Ambulance
Signed Refusal

4:43 p.m. Police — Larceny/Theft,
Town Farm Road, Officer Spoke to
Party

Monday, Dec. 4
3:40 a.m. Assist Other Police
Department, Hubbardston, Mutual Aid
Assist
6:36 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Breathing Difficulty, Ruggles
Lane, Transported to Hospital
6:19 p.m. Assist Other Police
Department, Hubbardston, Mutual Aid
Assist
8:04 p.m. Bleeding Non-traumatic,
Old Dana Road, Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, Dec. 5
10:37 a.m. Assist Other Police
Department, Mutual Aid Transport
12:36 p.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, South Street, Ambulance
Signed Refusal

Hubbardston Police

Sunday, Dec. 3
1:54 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Welfare Check, Old
Princeton Road, Ambulance Signed
Refusal

Monday, Dec. 4
3:10 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Abdominal/Back Pain, Barre
Road, Mutual Aid Transported
3:20 p.m. Suspicious Activity,
Worcester, Officer Spoke to Party

Tuesday, Dec. 5
3:10 a.m. Police Investigations,
Geordie Lane, Located/Found
3:19 p.m. Public Assist, EIm Street,
Public Assist

Wednesday, Dec. 6

12:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle — Disabled,
Gardner Road, Officer Spoke to Party

3:56 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Falls, Old Princeton Cutoff,
Transported to Hospital

3:57 p.m. Public Assist, Old
Princeton Road, Officer Spoke to Party

6:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Gardner Road, Written Warning

6:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Barre
Road, Written Warning

9:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Gardner Road, Report Filed

Thursday, Dec. 7
10:48 a.m. Police — Abandoned
Vehicle/Parking, Main Street, Officer
Spoke to Party

11:05 p.m. Suspicious Activity,
Summer Street, Negative Contact

Wednesday, Dec. 6
7:46 p.m. Police — Abandoned
Vehicle/Parking, Common Street,
Officer Spoke to Party

Thursday, Dec. 7

2:20 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Falls, Mechanic Street,
Ambulance Signed Refusal

11:13 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Unconscious/Unresponsive/
Syncope, Summer Street, Referred to
Other Agency

2:45 p.m. Suspicious Package/
Letter, Marsh Road, Officer Took Call

5:06 p.m. Police — Vandalism, South
Street, Officer Spoke to Party

5:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Hubbardston Road, Citation Issued

6:03 p.m. Police — Erratic Operator,
Worcester Road, Officer Spoke to Party

Friday, Dec. 8
12:22 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Arm Pain, Gauthier Road,

12:46 p.m. Court Duty, Gardner
District Court, Administration Complete

1:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Worcester Road, Written Warning

1:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Worcester Road, Written Warning

1:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Gardner Road, Written Warning

1:57 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Criminal Complaint

Summons: Honkonen, Sheryl, 67,
Sturbridge

Charges: Inspection/Sticker, No,
Uninsured Motor Vehicle, Registration
Suspended, Operating Motor Vehicle
With

2:25 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Worcester Road, Written Warning

2:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Gardner Road, Written Warning

3:04 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Gardner Road, Written Warning

3:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Gardner Road, Written Warning

3:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Burnshirt Road, Written Warning

4:06 p.m Motor Vehicle
Worcester Road, Citation Issued

4:29 p.m. Public Assist, Courtesy
Transport, Public Assist

4:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Gardner Road, Written Warning

6:39 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Vomiting/Mucus, Ragged Hill
Road, Transported to Hospital

Stop,

Friday, Dec. 8
12:28 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,

Transported to Hospital

10:26 a.m. Police — Suspicious
Person/Vehicle, Hubbardston Road,
Officer Advised

1:47 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Sick/Unknown, Peach
Street, Transported to Hospital

3:35 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Sick/Unknown, Worcester
Road, Mutual Aid Assist

3:36 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Breathing Difficulty, School
North Street, Mutual Aid Transport

6:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, South
Street, Written Warning

8:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Worcester Road, Written Warning

11:19 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Sick/Unknown, Pleasant
Street, No Fire Service Necessary

Saturday, Dec. 9
5:05 p.m. Animal — ACO Call, Gilbert
Road, Information Taken
5:26 p.m. Keep the Peace, Old Dana
Road, Peace Restored

Log

Worcester Road, Criminal Complaint

Summons: Arntsen, Christian, 56,
Athol

Charges: Speeding Rate of Speed
Exceeding Posed Limit, Unlicensed
Operation of Motor Vehicle

5:58 a.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Ragged Hill Road, Vehicle
Towed

11:22 a.m. Police — Assault and
Battery, Gardner Road, Peace Restored

1:32 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Gardner Road, Citation Issued

3:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Gardner Road, Written Warning

3:54 p.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Gardner Road, Report Filed

4:08 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Burnshirt Road, Written Warning

4:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Gardner Road, Written Warning

7:29 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Stroke (CVA), Madison Way,
Transported to Hospital

Saturday, Dec. 9

9:21 a.m. Out-of-Town Booking —
Barre, Mutual Aid Assist

3:30 p.m. Police — Assault and
Battery, Main Street, Report Filed

4:02 p.m. Keep the Peace, Plum
Tree Lane, Peace Restored

8:58 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Falls, Grimes Road,
Transported to Hospital

Oakham Police Log

Sunday, Dec. 3
2:57 p.m. Animal — ACO Call, Forest
Hill Road, Negative Contact

Monday, Dec. 4
8:54 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Old
Turnpike Road, Written Warning
3:58 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, South
Road, Citation Issued

Tuesday, Dec. 5
10:08 a.m. Assist Other Police
Department, Winchendon, Officer Took
Call
10:36 a.m. Assist Other Police
Department, Winchendon, Arrest(s)

Made
Arrest:
Winchendon
Charges: All Other Offenses
4:56 p.m. Follow-up Investigation,
Scott Road, Officer Spoke to Party
9:58 p.m. Animal — ACO Call, North
Brookfield Road, Officer Advised

Moreau, Shawn, 36,

Wednesday, Dec. 6
1:31 p.m. Police — Fraud/Forgery,
Barre Road, Report Filed
5:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North
Brookfield Road, Written Warning

Thursday, Dec. 7

9:17 a.m. Court Duty, Oakham
Police Department, Court Duty

10:28 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services, Spencer Road, Transported
to Hospital

1:23 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services, Adams Road, Transported to
Hospital

6:50 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North
Brookfield, Written Warning

Saturday, Dec. 9
8:21 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Falls, Sanders Road, Public
Assist

New legislation introduced to help
prevent pipeline disasters

WASHINGTON— Sen.
Edward J. Markey (D-Mass.),
chair of the Senate Environment
and Public Works Subcommittee
on Clean Air, Climate, and
Nuclear Safety and a mem-
ber of the Senate Committee
on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation, today introduced
the Penalizing and Improving
Prevention of Emergencies
Act. This legislation would
close loopholes and lift bar-
riers so the U.S. Department
of Transportation’s Pipeline
and Hazardous Materials
Administration can better protect
communities from pipeline acci-

dents and disasters and ensure
companies are held accountable
for wrongdoing. The introduc-
tion falls on the anniversary of
the Merrimack Valley gas explo-
sions on Sept. 13, 2018, which
resulted in the death of 18-year-
old Leonel Rondon, dozens of
injuries, damage to more than
100 structures, and thousands of
homes left without natural gas
service for months.

“It’s been five years since
the Columbia Gas explo-
sions devastated the communi-
ties of Lawrence, Andover, and
North Andover. The Merrimack
Valley is still healing. The fam-
ily of Leonel

delivering stronger protections
and allowing our federal regu-
lators to make swift, effective
safety standards. Federal regu-
lators should have all the tools
they need to hold bad actors
accountable-not be held hos-
tage by industry interests.”
Last month, Markey applauded
PHMSA’s announcement of a
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
to improve safety requirements
for natural gas distribution pipe-
lines. In 2020, Markey’s Leonel
Rondon Pipeline Safety Act,
which was cosponsored by Sen.
Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.)
and Sen. Richard Blumenthal
(D-Conn.) and led by Rep. Lori
Trahan (MA-03) and Rep. Seth
Moulton (MA-08 in the House,
became law and strengthened
emergency response and safety
standards for natural gas distribu-
tion pipelines.
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continued from page 10

Schools, Gardner Public Schools, Leominster Public
Schools, Narragansett Regional High School and the

To learn more about Fitchburg State’s dual enroll-
ment and early college programs, people may visit
https://www.fitchburgstate.edu/admissions-and-aid/
undergraduate-admissions/dual-enrollment.

Rutland Police Log

Sunday, Dec. 3

3:09 a.m. By-Law Violation, Maple
Avenue, Written Warning

4:05 a.m. By-Law Violation, Prouty
Lane, Citation Issued

4:56 a.m. By-Law Violation, Grizzly
Drive, Written Warning

5 a.m. By-Law Violation, Grizzly
Drive, Written Warning

5:05 a.m. By-Law Violation, Grizzly
Drive, Citation Issued

8:51 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Breathing Difficulty, Cheryl
Ann Drive, Transported to Hospital

9:27 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Chest Pain/Heart Problem,
Main Street, Ambulance Signed Refusal

10:14 a.m. Complaint, Cheryl Ann
Drive, Officer Spoke to Party

5:26 p.m. Assist Other Police
Department, Paxton, Mutual Aid Assist

10:53 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Pommogussett Road, Citation Issued

11:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Citation Issued

11:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Barre
Paxton Road, Citation Issued

Monday, Dec. 4

12:09 a.m. Suspicious Activity, Main
Street, Officer Spoke to Party

9:03 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Falls, Grizzly Drive,
Transported to Hospital

11:55 a.m. Animal — ACO Call, Barre
Paxton Road, Message Delivered

12:40 p.m. Property — Lost and
Found, Wachusett Street, Information
Taken

4:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Pleasantdale Road, Written Warning

4:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Written Warning

4:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle — No
Fire Department/EMS Response,
Pommogussett Road, Report Filed

4:45 p.m. Police — Larceny/Theft,
East County Road, Officer Spoke to
Party

5 p.m. Traffic Enforcement, Watson
Lane, Citation Issued

6:18 p.m. Assist Other Police
Department, Hubbardston, Mutual Aid
Assist

6:54 p.m. Police — Fraud/Forgery,
Main Street, Officer Spoke to Party

Tuesday, Dec. 5

3:12 a.m. By-Law Violation, Maple
Avenue, Written Warning

8:17 a.m. Trees in Wires (Not on
Ground, Intervale Road, Message
Delivered

3:07 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Falls, Finn Park Road,
Transported to Hospital

4:06 p.m. Police — Suspicious
Person/Vehicle, Main Street, Negative
Contact

4:56 p.m. Police — Erratic Operator,
Main Street, Negative Contact

5:17 p.m. Police — Larceny/Theft,
Hillside Road, Investigation (On-Going)

8:14 p.m. Police — Erratic Operator,
Pommogussett Road, Verbal Warning

Wednesday, Dec. 6

5:10 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Lift Assist/Bed Adjust,
Sassawanna Road, Public Assist

11:51 a.m. Police — Suspicious
Person/Vehicle, Inwood Road, Officer
Spoke to Party

2:07 p.m. Police — Suspicious
Person/Vehicle, Wachusett Street,
Officer Spoke to Party

2:32 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Lift Assist, Maple Avenue,
No Transport Required

3:29 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Falls, Glenwood Road,
Transported to Hospital

4:53 p.m. Police — Suspicious/
Vehicle, Bigelow Road, Officer Spoke
to Party

5:31 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Sick/Unknown, Sassawanna
Road, Transported to Hospital

5:41 p.m. Suspicious Activity,
Campbell Street, Officer Advised

7:44 p.m. Police — Suspicious
Person/Vehicle, Simon Davis Drive,
Officer Advised

Thursday, Dec. 7

10:28 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Sick/Unknown, Spencer
Road, Transported to Hospital

1:23 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Falls Road, Adams Road,
Transported to Hospital

2:19 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Altered Mental Status, Main
Street, Transported to Hospital

2:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Written Warning

4:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East
County Road, Citation Issued

4:50 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Barre
Paxton Road, Citation Issued

5:54 p.m. Police — Erratic Operator,
Barre Paxton Road, Negative Contact

Friday, Dec. 8

2:18 a.m. By-Law Violation,
Briarwood Road, Written Warning

3:05 a.m. By-Law Violation, Hickory
Drive, Written Warning

4:08 a.m. By-Law Violation, Valley
View Circle, Written Warning

4:26 a.m. By-Law Violation, Brunelle
Drive, Written Warning

4:42 a.m. By-Law Violation, Brunelle
Drive, Written Warning

8:21 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Sick/Unknown, Maple
Avenue, Transported to Hospital

11:35 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Stroke (CVA), Forest Hill
Drive, Ambulance Signed Refusal

3:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Citation Issued

3:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street Citation Issued

3:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Pommogussett Road, Written Warning

3:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Pleasantdale Road, Citation Issued

4:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Pommogussett Road, Written Warning

4:18 p.m. Animal — ACO Call,
Pommogussett Road, Animal Returned
to Owner

5:05 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Sick/Unknown, Maple
Avenue, No Fire Service Necessary

11:54 p.m. Animal — Lost and/or
Found, East County Road, Information
Taken

Saturday, Dec. 9

3:33 a.m. Animal — Lost and/
or Found, Glenwood Road, Animal
Returned to Owner

4:52 a.m. By-Law Violation, Michael
Drive, Written Warning

8:21 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Falls, Sanders Road, Public
Assist

8:32 a.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Main Street, Vehicle Towed

10:29 a.m. Police — Abandoned
Vehicle/Parking, Finn Park Road,
Officer Spoke to Party

11:19 a.m. Neighbor Dispute,
Kenwood Drive, Officer Spoke to Party

2:29 p.m. Police — Suspicious
Person/Vehicle, Paddock Road,
Investigated

2:38 p.m. Police — Fraud/Forgery,
Hickory Drive, Report Filed

3:34 p.m. Unattended Death,
Clealand Circle, Report Filed

7:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Citation Issued

7:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Written Warning

7:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Arrest(s) Made

Arrest: Mink, Victoria Judith, 28,
Worcester

Charges: Operating Under
the Influence — Liquor OR .08%,
Headlights, Fail Dim

11:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Fisherman’s Road, Citation Issued

11:57 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Citation Issued

Girl Scouts chief executive
officer stepping down

HOLYOKE— Girl Scouts
of Central and Western
Massachusetts announced that
the nonprofit organization’s
Chief Executive Officer, Pattie
Hallberg, is stepping down at the
end of 2023. Pattie’s decision to
leave the Girl Scouts will bring to
a close a remarkable 16 years of
service to GSCWM.

“Pattie’s legacy at Girl
Scouts of Central and Western
Massachusetts is nothing short
of extraordinary,” says Nicole
Messier, GSCWM Board
President. “Her leadership has
been instrumental in shaping
the organization into what it is
today. We are profoundly grate-
ful for her unwavering dedica-
tion, expertise, and vision, which
have empowered countless girls

and women to embrace their
potential. As we embark on this
transition, we remain steadfast
to upholding the values and
mission that Pattie has champi-
oned throughout her tenure. The
GSCWM board is committed to
finding a worthy successor who
will carry on Pattie’s legacy and
uphold our mission to nurture the
future female leaders of tomor-
row.”

“It has been my honor and
a sincere privilege to lead Girl
Scouts of Central and Western
Massachusetts, an organization
dedicated to the development of
a girl’s personal leadership jour-
ney. I am proud of the organi-
zation we are today and the
impact we’ve made, working with
thousands of fabulous girls and

adults to further the Girl Scout
mission to build girls of courage,
confidence, and character, who
make the world a better place,”
said Hallberg. “Our sustainabil-
ity through a global pandemic
and our current growth both in
membership and revenue rep-
resents the collective effort of an
incredibly talented staff, a dedi-
cated board of directors, generous
funding partners, and an innova-
tive and dedicated membership.
I couldn’t be more excited about
what’s next for this important
organization,”

The GSCWM board will over-
see the process to choose Pattie’s
successor. The board of directors
has engaged the search firm, Find
Good People (FGP) to assist with
the transition.

Fidelity Bank honors local non-profits
with ‘$20K CommunityGiveaway

LEOMINSTER - As part of a
year-long celebration recogniz-
ing 20 years of Fidelity Bank’s
LifeDesign banking approach of
providing clarity, confidence and
care, the bank recently awarded
$20,000 in grants to help local
non-profit organizations get where
they want to be through its “$20K
Community Giveaway” program.

As part of the program, local
non-profits were nominated by the
bank’s clients and the communi-
ty for a chance at winning one of
five awards from Fidelity Bank,
totaling $20,000. The winners were
determined by the highest number
of votes received.

Of the 12 local non-profits
nominated for the program, five
received the most votes:

First Place ($10,000 grant):
Needham Education Foundation

Second Place ($5,000 grant):
Winchendon Community Action
Council

Third Place ($3,000 grant):
Second Chance Animal Services

Runners-Up ($1,000 grant

each): Montachusett Veterans
Outreach Center, The Virginia
Thurston Healing Garden

“We are so excited and hon-
ored to take the top spot in
Fidelity Bank’s $20K Community
Giveaway,” said Sarah Winig,
administrative director, Needham
Education Foundation. “These
funds will be immensely help-
ful, particularly this year as we
are embarking on a collaboration
with the Needham Public Schools
to bring transformative change to
the district through equity-centered
professional learning for their edu-
cators and administrators, in addi-
tion to the grants we fund for inno-
vative educational programs in the
schools.”

The finalists included Abby’s
House, Centro Celeste, Fab 5,
Ginny’s Helping Hand, Listening
Wellness Center, Montachusett
Veteran’s Outreach Center,
NEADS World Class Service
Dogs, Needham Education
Foundation, Second Chance
Animal Services, the Virginia

Thurston Healing Garden, Why Me
& Sherry’s House and Winchendon
Community Action Council.

“As we continue to celebrate
our 20th year of providing the
LifeDesign promise to those we
serve, we wanted to continue our
mission of giving back to those
in our community. Many thanks
to our clients and community for
sharing their thoughts and vot-
ing for their favorite non-profits,
allowing us to learn more about
the organizations they hold closest
to their hearts,” said Ed Manzi, Jr.,
chairman and CEO, Fidelity Bank.
“We have a very caring community
and the show of support for all 12
finalists is heartwarming. We are
honored to do our part to support
their work.”

The Bank offers a range of
personal and business bank-
ing solutions to clients in 13
full-service banking centers in
Leominster, Worcester, Fitchburg,
Needham, Gardner, Shirley, Barre,
Millbury, Paxton, Princeton and
Winchendon.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance.
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING
for all your interior & exterior needs.
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall,
siding, landscaping, clean-outs. Com-
petitive pricing, References. Please
call Brendan (413)687-5552

HOUSE
CLEANING

HOUSE CLEANING
Also cleaning/organizing of base-
ment, garage, shed and finished attics.
Charge according to job. Free esti-
mates. Call 413-536-3697, David.

TUNE-UPS

NE UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers
and Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding

AND REPAIRABLE

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

TOWN OF PALMER: CLERK
BOARD OF HEATH
Duties include responsibility for per-
forming secretarial and general office
support activities. Work often involves
public contact and effective coordina-
tion with other Town departments and
outside organizations. Work requires
sound exercise of judgment, initiative,
and discretion based on knowledge
of administrative or operating policies
and procedures. For a full job descrip-
tion please go to www.townofpalmer.
com/jobs or contact Nicole Gauthier
at ngauthier@townofpalmer.com. The
Town of Palmer is an EOE/AA em-

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS WANT-
ED Prefer local person. Will train. Lizak
Bus'Warren, MA (413)436-5262

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation,
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to
make any such preference, limitation,
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on

WEST WARREN: 1 BR., off street
parking, first and last required. 774-
922-0529.

=

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes
it illegal to advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status (number of children and
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry,
age, marital status, or any intention to
make any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is

Digital Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently ran in
one of our publications.
Go to newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request

ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, MASONRY Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran ployer. an equal opportunity basis. 1-800-927-9275.
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Ovir;eg,;u:lly;zs_’u(;ed
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, " =
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical STOP WET
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, BASEMENTS
e ewian® | )L OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER
m!ﬁiﬁ’i’c aLfitggr:](;t;ver,)I;Itfs di’grt_ r:ae:st All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
irsfuning, feing signe and moe % basement waroomg | MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: MONDAY AT NOON
systems, sump pumps. BBB+ rat- R
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call or Ca". 41 3'283'8393
W (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377
A DR Q .
uabbin———
A Call We Haul PAINTING : . ; y . :
Village Hills
FAST HEM“"AI. DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Circulation:
Junk Appliance Cleanouts Interior only $199.00 for average ' i
’ L ) ! 12x16 room. Very neat, references, 5 6 7 8 50,500
We Ioad lt & take It prompt SerVice ca" (508)867-2550 BELCHERTOWN ER:;:FTIELD BROOKFIELD
g'ﬂlgﬁ'g%! ;;'Cg,?g FORBES & SONS PAINTING & M
STAINING Interior, residential, com- 9 10 1 12 sonee )58
mercial and new construction, wall- >
paper removal, sheetrock and plaster
repairs. Quality products. Since 1985. . SAFELD
Free estimates. Fully Insured. Call STURBROGE
Brad Forbes at 413-887-1987. 13 14 15 16 nﬂgﬁ H.
17 18 19 20 Base Price o %
2***xxxxx A & B HOUSEHOLD PLUMBING $2600 s b rb n
REMOVAL SERVICE******* u u a
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING N .
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard & HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 21 Bﬂsg;efigg 22 Basz,zrigg 23 Bas; gigg 24 Bas; 5’5‘33 RBSIdentIa|
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. Ei?;ﬁ:ﬁ:nzmsg;mw\‘/\alsbglfiet?rrez?:ng ’ ' | ' Circulation:
Syinming bods emeved CIo%. e o & B iy 3 59,000
; years experience. Fully insured. $10 Base Price i Base Price Base Price i ’
t(':1-81 ;v)c;l;.;ggisg’raf:ilFu(l{Lg;;fi Gift Card With Work Performed. Call %5 26 Bas;'g.&e) 21 $29.50 28 $30.00 Hllltowns
8868, Greg (413)592-1505 Circulation: 9,800
A DUMP TRUCK RUBBISH 29 mesgpie | 30 sesgprs| 31 EE: B e
Cleaning out attics, cellars, garages,
estate cleanouts, scrap metal removal. REMOVAL A" Three ZONES for $2600
413.569-1611 or 413-374-5377. 33 BasoPrice | 34 Basgprice | 35 BasoPrice| 36 Basg Price for 20 words pIus 50¢ for R
BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING BoB ROB“—L-ARD’S RUBBISH | Y
Established 1976. New  re-foofs and ;:::&VA;OO/?:/EZ} ()TiILe;rs,RS;?\?ee; each additional word.
repairs. Guter cleanings and repairs.  Family owned/operated since 1950 37 Basg Plice | 38 Base Price | 39 Basg Price| 40 B 4
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-  (413)537.5090 ’ 35 ’ '
6679
CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- TREE WORK Name: Phone:
room instructor, 20+ years experience. ’ '
?aIItWaIt at (413)289-6670 for es- DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- Address:
imate. thing from trge pruning, tree removal, I
DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 1" C%:g‘;'r:‘g Sorm gﬁg‘%g:p;’éd Town: State: Zip: -
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & S . )
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. ﬁgfcfﬁggr:”:#ée\fet’;‘faﬁ Zflf:g(')”u%f (S;ae" Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. today for free estimate (413)418- ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
(413)563-0487 4212 Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QVISA O Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
THE PRICE OF ONE!
CLASSIFIED DEADLINES Amount of charge: Date:
QUABBIN & HILLTOWNS
SUBURBAN MONDAY
FRIDAY AT NOON | AT NOON OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!
Public Noti
Sale of Motor Vehicles 225 Main Street Lathrop of Barre, MA followed by an affidavit expenses of administra-
Under MGL Ch 255 Worcester, MA 01608 be appointed as Personal of objections within thir- tion.
~ Sec 39A (508)831-2200 Representative(s) of said ty (30) days of the return WITNESS, Hon. Leilah ()
) Notice is i hereby Docket No. estate to serve Without day, action may be taken A Keamy, First Justice of
given by: Dave’s Tow & WO23P4340EA Surety on the bond in without further notice to this Court.
;l“r iESPor t, Inc P“fr z\‘/}g}f Estate of: unsupervised administra-  you. Date: December 15, 2023
O the provisions 0 John M. Lathrop, Ill tion. UNSUPERVISED Stephanie Fattman
C.255 sec 378, that on Also known as: IMPORTANT NOTICE ~ ADMINISTRATION Register of Probate for all LEGAL NOTICES...
Rd Bmea MA the"frgﬁ’gv‘i John Marcus Lathrop, Ill You have the right UNDER THE 12/21/2023
ine motor vehicle will be Date of Death: 05/24/2023 to obtain a copy of MASSACHUSETTS A" P
Soll by private Sale 1o satie. CITATION ON the Petition from the  UNIFORM PROBATE Bl heck apers
fv th roener's lie PETITION FOR Petitioner or at the Court. CODE (MUPC) ease chec . . %@W ml
e B e wion FORMAL You have a right to obj A Personal R the accuracy of Will Deadl *
thereon for storage, towing ou have a right to object _A Personal Represent- y . | eadiine
ADJUDICATION to this proceeding. To ative appointed under the your |ega| notice

charges and other expens-
es incurred, including sales
costs.

2008 Yamaha Raider Base
VIN: JYAVP27E88A002143
Justin D Martel

21 Prouty Ln

Rutland, MA 01543

12/7, 12/14, 12/21/2023

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Worcester Probate and
Family Court

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal
Adjudication of Intestacy
and Appointment of
Personal Representative
has been filed by
Katherine R. Lathrop of
Barre, MA requesting that
the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for
such other relief as request-
ed in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests
that: Katherine R.

do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written
appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of
01/23/2024.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline
by which you must file a
written appearance and
objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you
fail to file a timely written
appearance and objection

MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not
required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons
interested in the estate are
entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration
directly from the Personal
Representative and may
petition the Court in any
matter relating to the
estate, including the dis-
tribution of assets and

prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).
Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.
Thank you.

Thursday, Dec. 21
at Noon for

Publication
Dec. 25-29

Happy Holidays!

All Papers
Will Deadline
Thursday, Dec. 28
at Noon for
Publication
Jan. 1-5
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our BUYLINE CONNECTIO

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!
inn

GIANT TOY CLEARANGCE SALE!!! waw.PostRoadRealty.com

OPEN DECEMBER 22ND & 23RD 8AM-10PM 37 LAKESHORE DR., EXT.
- WEST BROOKFIELD, MA
OPEN DECEMBER 24TH 9AM - 9PM $849,900

1 ooo o F APPL I AN c E S| LAKEFRONT!! There are many houses on a lake
s ] BUT this is truly a lake house. Amazing multi-level

Colonial on beautiful Lake Wickaboag in quaint West

Es I P R I c E Brookfield. Offering incredible views from most

every room, this home features 4 bedrooms and 4

F AST D E L lVE RY 0 R Plc K u P baths, including two primary with en suites and balcony. The breath-taking first floor
great room has high ceilings, custom woodworking, a fireplace and a wall of lakefront

G I ANT Tov & BI KE DEPT| 1] windows overlooking expansive decks and the lake. Its openness to the kitchen creates
EEE a perfect area for entertaining. Take the spiral staircase to the 3 season room, kick back

SEE AD INSIDE and enjoy the views. Use your imagination as each level has a flex room providing many
options - office, theater, gaming, gym. Tons of storage and closet space throughout.

WHITCO TOY & BIKE @ . :.2 The dock is waiting for your boat. 12 hours from Boston, 3 hours from Manhattan.

Follow us on

140 Main St., Spencer § - Cassie Paolucci Facebook
12 MONTHS www.whitcosales.com 508 885 9343 7 7 4 - 200 _3523 @

0% FINANCING Open: Mon. thru Sat. 9am-9pm; Sun. 10am-7pm

Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year!

Ilook forward to 2024
in my new location and helping
past, present and future clients
with all their real estate needs.

CENTURY 21 (oniury 21 North East  Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me!

Morth East

ST e 180 West St., Ware 1-978-434-1990

46 Years and Counting...

v Interior/Exterior Paint v Wallpaper
v Hardwood Flooring v Carpeting

@ .
=W Find the home made for you.
= mﬁﬁﬁl};\gﬁng&;{TNG! ‘_‘7 Let us work with you to find v Tile & Vinyl F!ooring v Window Treatments
P otrcm iyt ?; 3I(_o.ur drecam home.R ' et v Interior/Exterior Stains ...and more
T ) ISa Caron nea state -
STocK U P Now- é 42 \W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506 &Wtﬁmg/ ‘yau Need t@
Construction Stone ¢ Landscaping Stone = Cell : 508-341-8299 .
Title V Septic Sand e Presbhy Sand e Concrete Sand ? Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com ealfn/pwe yau;t ‘_(Pwect
Stone Dust ¢ Crushed Gravel ¢ Cold Patch 2
<P
Homeowner Friendly ® No Minimums (& NOTHING SAYS .
PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! FALL LIKE A JohnsPaintStore.com ¢ 413-283-9427

Pioneer Plaza: 1240 Park Street, Palmer

IN THE
BACKYARD

We stock 6 different styles
Prices starting under $360
For Firepit and block

( ><? CONCRETE SOLUTIONS

dventure fours of Warren 3

98 North Spencer Road,

Route 31N, Spencer, MA
508-885-6100
508-885-2480

JOL

OV

O

oo [
COm

N

Sharc the Adventurcwithus! 2R L 199 East Broadway (Rt. 2A), Gardner
Al 978-669-0088
7-NIGHT BERMUDA CRUISE -
May 24-31, 2024 FARMER MATT'S
Call now - January 15 deadline!
SIGNATURE SELECTION

Choose Farmer Matt's Signature
Selection for a variety of meats and
your choice of premium steaks. It's
the perfect gift for the food lover
on your list. 3-month or 6-month

sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss IcA.

Dec. 30 ....M_oulin Rouge! ... $125 subscriptions available.
Jan. 27.....Ain"t Too Proud - Temptations........ $99

MarCh 16 .FrOZGI’I at P-P-A-c- .............................. $1 30 Order Onllne or |n_store

May 4 .....Kennedy Library..............ccccoerunnn.e. $95 FarmerMatt.com

Aug. 30....7-night Nova Scotia Cruise from $1499

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com y

. FarmerMatt.com
@ Farmer Matt®~ 860 West Brookfield Rd.
FARM-FRESH + LOCAL

New Braintree, MA

.

Ring in the NEW YEAR with
GREAT EATS AND TREATS

Ring in the New Year with a mouthwatering spread of delectable delights from Farmer
Matt's kitchen. Jumbo wings, mac & cheese, eggrolls, beef & broccoli, tachos, bavarian
pretzel, and spinach and artichoke dip. Whether you're hosting an intimate gathering
or a lively bash, our diverse selection of dishes promises to satisfy every palate.

Farmer Matt’

FARM-FRESH + LOCAL

Order online or in-store FarmerMatt.com




