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BARRE GAZETTE
Board
approves 
skating 
rink site

By Ellenor Downer
Editor

edowner@turley.com

BARRE – Select Board 
member Richard Stevens 
requested permission to put 
the skating rink up on Barre 
Common again this year. 

The 250th Anniversary 
Committee and volunteers 
would set it up as they have 
for the past several years.  
Select  Board Chairman 
Maureen Marshall request-
ed the rink not be placed by 
the bandstand this year as the 
grass at that location had to 
be reseeded where the rink 
was. The board approved 
the South Common location, 
where the rink was for the 
several years.

Planning Board and 
Conservation clerk

Mary Ann Gendron will 
be retiring at the end of 
this month from the Town 
Clerk’s office. However, 
she  would like to continue 
working part-time as clerk 
for the Planning Board and 
Conservation Committee. 
Select  Board Chairman 
Marshall said she could only 
work 19.5 hours maximum 
and would receive no bene-
fits or health insurance. She 
also must stay within the 
allowed amount of money 
she can earn while collect-
ing retirement. It would 
be Gendron’s responsibil-
ity to keep track of that. If 
she went over the allowed 
amount, she must pay back 
any amount earned over 
the limit. The retirement 
board, if she didn’t pay it 
back directly, would stop 

Turley Publications photos by Ellenor Downer

Santa visited the Fobes Memorial Library in 
Oakham last Saturday, Nov. 29. He visited with 
children and heard their Christmas wish list

Jackson, 5, enjoyed the cookies with Santa 
event at the Fobes Memorial Library in 
Oakham last Saturday with his parents.

Sisters Avery, 9; Reece, 4 and Jade, 1 sported 
matching dresses to meet Santa at the Oakham 
library.

By Ellenor Downer
Editor

edowner@turley.com

BARRE – The Barre 
Finance Committee met on 
Tuesday, Nov. 25 to vote 
their recommendations on 
the 12 article Special Town 
Meeting warrant for Tuesday, 
Dec. 16 at 6:30 p.m. at 
Ruggles Lane School.

F i n C o m  C h a i r m a n 
Zachary Macutkiewicz read 
each article and the commit-
tee had the options to pass 
over or give a favorable or 
unfavorable vote. The first 
article would approve tax 
collector demand fees and 
the committee gave a favor-
able recommendation.

Article 2 was for a past 
year bill  for Matrix of 
$17,723.44 for broadband 
service to Springhill Road. 
Town Administrator Melanie 
Jackson said the Select 
Board was not sure Matrix 
completed all the work and 
might recommend tabling the 
article. The FinCom voted 
accordingly and go no rec-
ommendation. Article 3 was 
for the purchase of a Ford 
F550 crew cab truck and 
equipment with a new utili-

ty body for $71,915.02 from 
capital improvement stabi-
lization fund to replace the 
Department of Public Works 
superintendent’s truck, which 
was totaled in a head on col-
lision recently. The insurance 
payout amount would also 
be used toward the $96,969 
state bid for the truck. 
Member Cory Bombredi 
called the article “a hard pill 
to swallow” and questioned 
the need for such an expen-
sive truck and for even need-
ing a crew cab. They voted 
to pass over the article rather 
than make a recommenda-
tion. 

Article 4 was for a trans-
fer of $7,212 from the out-
reach coordinator line item 
to the senior center director 
to restore that amount, which 
was removed and put on the 
proposition 2 ½ override 
budget at the June 28 Annual 
Town Meeting. Instead vot-
ers approved the $7,212 for 
the treasurer’s office. The  
town of Hardwick paid the 
outreach coordinator salary 
as part of the agreement with 
Barre. The proposition 2 ½ 
override failed to pass at an 
election. The FinCom voted 
favorable with one absten-
tion, Bombredi. 

They also gave a favor-
able recommendation for the 
purchase of a new ambu-

lance. The town’s newest 
ambulance was totaled in an 
accident caused by a Verizon 
truck skidding into the ambu-
lance almost a year ago. 
Article 5 if approved would 
borrow up to $205,301 for 
the purchase. There is a two-
year estimated time of arriv-
al. When and if the town set-
tled with Verizon for the pur-
chase of a new ambulance, 
the money would be used to 
pay off the loan. 

Currently, Barre has one 
ambulance in service and 
relies also on mutual aid 
from Rutland. Hardwick is 
currently being served by 
West Brookfield instead of 
Barre. Barre would still offer 
mutual aid ambulance if 
available to Hardwick.

Article 6 reintroduces 
a local meal tax of 0.75% 
on all meals served with-
in town. The FinCom gave 
a favorable recommenda-
tion in the past, but voters 
did not approve the article. 
Town Administrator Jackson 
said many towns and cit-
ies approved an article for 
a local meal tax option and 
garner quite a bit of money 
from the tax. Again, the com-
mittee gave a favorable rec-
ommendation.

Article 7, if approved 

Select Board 
appointed 
Library
Assistants

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK – Under 
new business the Select 
Board voted to appoint a 
library assistant during their 
Nov. 24 meeting. 

There were two appoint-
ments listed, the appoint-
ment of Patricia Lalli as 
Per Diem Library Assistant 
and the appointment of 
El izabeth  Buck as  the 
Library Assistant. Town 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r  J u s t i n e 
Caggiano reported that a total 
of five candidates were inter-
viewed for these positions. 

All the references checked 
out and both Buck and Lalli 
were appointed. 

Paige Mixter Trust
The Select Board dis-

cussed the Paige Mixter 
Trust. Caggiano shared that 
the only update she’s got-
ten regards an email she had 
sent out about the statute of 
limitations has expired. The 
board will keep the Paige 
Mixter Trust on the agenda 
and hopes to hear further 
updates at their next meeting. 

Town Administrator’s 
report

Caggiano shared her 
report starting with the town 
having its second walk-
through for the Town House 
Revitalization grant. As 
of Nov. 24, the town had 
received a total of three bids, 
but all three were over the 
budgeted amount. Caggiano 
wants to see what else is 
available. 

Free cash has been certi-
fied for the town. Caggiano 
sa id  the  town i s  s t i l l 

See BARRE, page 6 See HARDWICK, page 11

FinCom vote recommendations on 
STM articles for Tuesday, Dec. 16

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– Last Saturday night, the 
streets of downtown were 
lined with people eager to 
catch a glimpse of every-
one’s favorite jolly old elf, 
Santa Claus.

Christmas songs played 
from Little Park, courtesy 
of DJ Brian, and soon the 
parade lights could be seen 
approaching the crowd.

The parade featured a 
number of floats entered 
by local businesses, a 
convoy of Jeeps, town 
depar tment  veh ic les 
(including Police, Fire 
and Water) ,  fes t ive-
ly-dressed dogs, and of 
course – Santa Claus.

Santa Claus was stand-
ing aboard one of the fire 
trucks, and cheers and 

smiles greeted him as he 
made his way through 
Little Park, where children 
lined up for a chance to 
sit on his lap and tell him 
their Christmas wishes. 

P a r a d e g o e r s  t h e n 
headed  t o  t he  F i r s t 
Congregational Church 
to sing Christmas carols, 
before returning to Little 
Park for the tree lighting.

Little Park lit up for Santa Claus

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette

Santa Claus made his way downtown to the Little Park in North Brookfield 
last Saturday evening, where he heard children’s Christmas wishes and visit-
ed with residents. More photos on page 7.

See FINCOM, page 8

OAKHAM – Every year Santa Claus 
makes a visit to the Fobes Memorial Library, 
4 Maple St. so children can give him their 
Christmas wish list.

Parents also could take a photo or two 
with their child or children and Santa Claus. 
Parents, children, patrons and even Santa 
himself also enjoyed some hot cocoa and 
homemade cookies provided by the Friends 
of the Library.

For those who missed Santa last Saturday 
in Oakham, he and Mrs. Claus will be at the 
Christmas in Barre event this Saturday, Dec. 6 
in Barre. Santa and Mrs. Claus will arrive in the 
parade at noon and following the parade visit 
with children. For the latest information, people 
may visit www.christmasinbarre.org.

makes stop at Fobes 
Memorial Library

SantaSanta
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Barre Dining Center
BARRE — Elder Services of Worcester 

Area Nutrition Program welcomes guests to 
dine at the Barre Senior Center, 557 South 
Barre Road. The following meals will be 
served for the week of Dec. 8. Lunches are 
back at the senior center, but require a pre-
sign up. Volunteers are needed at the Barre 
dining site. Volunteers are needed for Meals 
on Wheels (mileage reimbursement) and in 
the kitchen. People should contact 978-355-
5027.    

MONDAY – Salisbury steak, garlic 
mashed potatoes, herbed carrots, fresh fruit, 
sandwich roll

TUESDAY – *Hot dog on bun, baked 
beans, coleslaw, baked apples, mustard

WEDNESDAY – Turkey supreme, her-

bed stuffing, glazed carrots, cake, diet = 
small piece, Italian bread

THURSDAY – Baked potato with chili 
and cheese, roasted broccoli, lemon pud-
ding, diet pudding, TVES = cookie, whole 
wheat bread

FRIDAY – Burgundy pork, mashed 
carrot and sweet potato, roasted Brussels 
sprouts, peaches, Italian bread

*Higher sodium entree Meal includes 
milk and margarine. Menus are subject to 
change. All meals are served at about 11:45 
a.m. each weekday. Reservations should 
be made the day before by calling 978-
355-5027 before 10:30 a.m. The donation 
of $3.00 per meal helps keep the program 
running.  

Editorial deadline reminder
Deadline for e-mailed press releases is noon on 

Monday. Deadline for hard copy is noon on Friday. 

Circle of Song holds concert
Circle of Song will hold a concert on 

Saturday, Dec. 20 at 7 p.m. in the Barre 
Town Hall, 2 Exchange St., Barre. This 
is the 25th anniversary of the chorus. In 
September of 2001, Circle of Song came 
into existence under the co-direction of Julie 
Rawson and Beth Bryant, long-term com-
munity music colleagues. Under Bryant’s 
direction, “Regina Coeli” will be sung. This 
upbeat minor work by Mozart of approxi-
mately eight minutes in duration, is a mas-
terful and energizing celebration of Mary, 
Queen of Heaven, dating back to the 13th 
century in the Catholic Mass. On the other 
end of the spectrum, she will also direct 
Java Jive, made popular by the Manhattan 
Transfer. As a special treat, Grace Jenkins 
and her dancers will put it to dance. Finally, 
Bryant, locally renowned for her expertise 
on clarinet, will accompany “Black is the 
Color of My True Love’s Hair.” The concert 
is free and  refreshments will be served. To 
learn more about Circle of Song or to join 
in January, people may email director, Julie 
Rawson at julie@mhof.net or call 978-257-
1192 for more information.

No. 4 Schoolhouse Christmas party
No.4 Schoolhouse Christmas party will 

take place on Sunday, Dec. 14 from 3:30-6 
p.m. People will enjoy some caroling, make 
a craft and visit with Santa. They should 
bring a snack to share;  a beverage will be 
provided. All ages are welcome. People 
should RSVP all children 12 years old 
and younger by Sunday, Dec. 7 to be sure 
Santa’s elves place a gift for them in Santa’s 
sack. RSVP via email no4schoolhouse@
gmail.com or text to 508-523-5850 with 
child’s name and age. Separate with a space 
or comma for multiple children. Volunteers 
are always welcome. The winter raffle is 
currently underway. This fundraiser helps 
sustain the building, offer free events like 
this to the community and pay their bills. 
Raffle tickets will be on sale now through 
Tuesday, Dec 16 where tickets are one for 
$5, three for $10 or 10 for $20. People may 
consider supporting the No.4 Schoolhouse 
by purchasing raffle tickets, donating an 
item, donating a service or basket to the raf-
fle or financially supporting this non-profit 
organization. 

American Legion Auxiliary
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 2 will 

hold their meeting on Monday, Dec. 8 at 6 
p.m. in American Legion Post #2, 450 South 
Barre Road. Those wishing to take part in 
the Yankee Swap should bring a wrapped 
gift.

Christmas in Barre Day
The Christmas in Barre takes place on 

Saturday, Dec. 6 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. on the 
Barre Common and throughout surrounding 
businesses. People will enjoy a lively Santa 
parade, visits with Santa and Mrs. Claus, 
face painting, marshmallow roasting, crafts 
at Woods Memorial Library and so much 
more, with activities and surprises around 
every corner for all ages to enjoy. Paper 
schedules with a full listing of events will 
be handed out around the Common on the 
day of the celebration and will also be avail-
able at Woods Memorial Library during the 
week leading up to the event. For the latest 
information, people may visit www.christ-
masinbarre.org.

Barre Youth Theater auditions
Auditions for Barre Youth Theater’s pro-

duction of “The Enchanted Bookshop” will 
be held Dec. 8 and Dec. 9 from 6-8 p.m. 
at the Barre Players Theater, 64 Common 
St., Barre. Actors ages 7 to 14 are invited 
to auditions; they should arrive 15 minutes 
early to fill out paperwork. Auditions will 
consist of reading from the script. No prepa-
ration is necessary. Rehearsals are Sundays 
from 2-4 p.m. and Mondays and Fridays 
from 6-7:30 p.m. Performance are March 

Festival of Lessons and Carols
The 29th annual Festival of Lessons and 

Carols will take place Sunday, Dec. 14 at 7 
p.m. in the Oakham Congregational Church, 
4 Coldbrook Road. This year’s cantata is 
“Rise Up A New Light a Comin’ by Lloyd 
Larson and Pamela Martin. The cantata fea-
tures a choir accompanied by piano and an 
orchestra, scripture readings and singing of 
carols. Refreshments will follow downstairs in 
Fellowship Hall.

Christmas pageant
The Oakham Sunday School will pres-

ent their annual Christmas pageant about the 
story of Jesus birth on Sunday, Dec. 21 at 10 
a.m. at the Oakham Congregational Church, 4 
Coldbrook Road.

Christmas Eve service
A candlelight service will  be held 

Christmas Eve, Wednesday, Dec. 24 at 7 
p.m. the Oakham Congregational Church, 4 
Coldbrook Road. All are welcome to attend. 

Lottery Tickets
It is time for the Oakham Historical 

Association lottery tickets again. Cost is 
$20 per ticket with 20 chances to win $50. 
Only 100 tickets are sold. The lottery starts 
Tuesday, Jan 6 and runs to Thursday, March 
12. Match the two middle numbers of the eve-
ning Massachusetts Lottery Number Game 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays and $50 will be 
mailed to the winners. If interested send $20 
per ticket made out to Oakham Historical 
Association Lottery, P.O. Box 236, Oakham, 
MA 01068. Any questions, people should call 
Kathy at 508-882-3137. 

OHA Christmas Party
The Oakham Christmas Party will take 

place on Saturday, Dec. 13 from 1-4 p.m. in 
the Oakham Historical Museum Annex, 1221 
Old Turnpike Road. Children and adults may 
get pictures with Santa in his sleigh, Mrs. 
Claus and Buddy the Elf. Pictures with Santa 
are a $5 donation to the Oakham Historical 
Association. There will be children’s crafts, 
story time and refreshments. 

COA news
On Thursday, Dec 11 Serving Health 

Insurance Needs of the Everyone will be 
at the Senior Center from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Reservations are required. On Friday, Dec. 
12 the Council on Aging meets at noon. On 
Monday Dec 15 podiatry will be held from 
9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Reservations required On 
Monday Dec 22 from noon-2:30 p.m. there 
will be blood pressure and glucose testing. On 
Tuesday, Dec 23 SNAP Benefits Information 
is available from 11 a.m.-1p.m. All are wel-
come; there are no age restrictions. Ongoing 
activities include: Monday through Thursday 
from 9 a.m.-noon puzzling. Monday through 
Thursday: 9.00am Walking Group meets at 
Senior Center Tuesday through Thursdays at 
11a.m. For walking groups,  people may ask to 
be added to the text MSG by calling the Senior 
Center and leaving their cell phone number.

Starting Tuesday, Dec 2 Yoga takes place 
at the Senior Center multipurpose room. 
Registration is required. Cost is $30 and there 
will be six classes. Wednesdays at 8:45 a.m.. 
Zumba Gold meets in the Rutland Senior 
Center in Rutland. The location will change to 
the New Braintree Town Hall in January 2026. 
There is a $3 donation per class. Thursdays 
at noon weigh in is at the Senior Center for 
support weight loss group. Fridays at 10.30 
a.m. Functional Fitness takes place at the New 
Braintree Town Hall. There is a $3 donation 
per class.

Hot lunches are offered at the Senior Center 
dining area Monday through Thursday at 11.30 
a.m. Reservations are needed at least two 
days in advance and can be made through the 
Congregate Meal Coordinator from 9 a.m.-
12.15p.m. by calling 508-882-4072.

Lunch Bunch meets the third Friday. On 
Friday, Dec. 19 at 12:30 p.m. they will meet 
for a Christmas gathering at Senior Center. 
Sign up sheet is at the Senior Center in the 
main room. 

If people can’t get to the Senior Center to 
make reservations or sign up  for more infor-
mation on offerings, they may call the Senior 
Center 508-882-4073 and leave a message or 
email COA@Oakham-MA.gov.

OAKHAM
by Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Get 
Ready 

For Winter!
It’s Here!

ORIGINAL TIRE CO.
Joseph West

SOUTH ATHOL ROAD, ATHOL 978-249-3477
OPEN MON., WED. & FRI. 8 A.M. TO 5 P.M.

TUES. & THURS. 8 A.M. TO 2 P.M.
SAT. 8 A.M. TO NOON

Studded Snows
Can Go On Nov.1st

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

See ROUND TOWN, page 5

Circle of Song holds concert Dec. 20
BARRE – The Circle of 

Song celebrates 25 years 
of community singing, on 
Saturday, Dec. 20 at 7 p.m.  
in the Barre Town Hall, 2 
Exchange St.

Twenty-five years ago, in 
September of 2001, Circle 
of Song came into exis-
tence under the co-direction 
of Julie Rawson and Beth 
Bryant, long-term commu-
nity music colleagues. Fast 
forward 25 years. Bryant 
moved to Georgia in 2006, 
but kept close ties to family 
and music in Barre. 

To celebrate Circle of 
Song’s  r i ch  communi -
ty-based four-part harmo-
ny, singing any genre that 
its members have wanted 
to sing, the founders decid-
ed to get together again for 
this anniversary concert. 
Quintessential musician that 
she is, Bryant travelled up 

to Barre on Nov. 6 to partic-
ipate in the Circle of Song 
rehearsal and reunite with 
the chorus.  Under Beth’s 
direction, “Regina Coeli” 
will be sung. This upbeat 
minor work by Mozart of 
approximately eight minutes 
in duration, is a masterful 
and energizing celebration of 
Mary, Queen of Heaven, dat-
ing back to the 13th century 
in the Catholic Mass.

On the other end of the 
spectrum, she will also direct 
“Java Jive,” made popular 
by the Manhattan Transfer. 
This is a silly song about the 
wonders of coffee. And as a 
special treat, Grace Jenkins 
and her dancers will put it to 
dance.

Finally, Bryant, locally 
renowned for her expertise 
on clarinet, will accom-
pany “Black is the Color 
of My True Love’s Hair. 

“According to Wikipedia, 
“Black Is the Color (of 
My True Love’s Hair)” is 
a traditional ballad folk 
song known in the U.S. 
as associated with colo-
nial and later music in the 
Appalachian Mountains. It 
is believed to have originat-
ed in Scotland, as it refers 
to the River Clyde in the 
lyrics. American musicolo-
gist Alan Lomax supported 
the thesis of Scottish ori-
gin, saying that the song 
was an American “re-make 
of British materials.” It is a 
hauntingly beautiful piece 
that concert-goers will enjoy.

The concert is free and 
refreshments will be served. 
To learn more about Circle 
of Song or to join in January, 
people may email director, 
Julie Rawson at julie@mhof.
net or call 978-257-1192 for 
more information.

Submitted photo

Circle of Song gather around the piano during rehearsal. They will hold a con-
cert on Saturday, Dec. 20 at 7 p.m. in the Barre Town Hall, 2 Exchange St., Barre.

Town clerk holds STM voter registration
BA R R E –  T h e  Tow n 

Clerk’s Office, located at 40 
West St., will be open Friday, 
Dec. 5 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
for anyone wishing to regis-
ter to vote for the upcoming 
Special Town Meeting to be 

held on Tuesday, Dec. 16 at 
6:30 p.m. at Ruggles Lane 
School.  

This will be the last day 
and time to register to vote. 
Residents may also regis-
ter to vote by using a mail 

in voter registration post-
marked by Dec. 5 or online 
at www.sec.state.ma.us/ovr. 
Questions pertaining to voter 
registration can be directed 
to the Town Clerk Office at 
978-355-2504 extension 5.

No. 4 Schoolhouse to hold Christmas party
B A R R E  –   N o . 4 

Schoolhouse Christmas party 
will take place on Sunday, 
Dec. 14 from 3:30-6 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec 14 from 3:30-6 
p.m.

People will enjoy some 
caroling, make a craft and 
visit with Santa. They should 
bring a snack to share;  a bev-
erage will be provided. All 
ages are welcome. People 
should RSVP all children 12 

years old and younger by 
Sunday, Dec. 7 to be sure 
Santa’s elves place a gift for 
them in Santa’s sack. RSVP 
via email no4schoolhouse@
gmail.com or text to 508-523-
5850 with child’s name and 
age. Separate with a space or 
comma for multiple children. 
Volunteers are always wel-
come. 

The winter raffle is cur-
rently underway. This fund-

raiser helps sustain the build-
ing, offer free events like 
this to the community and 
pay their bills. Raffle tickets 
will be on sale now through 
Tuesday, Dec 16 where tick-
ets are one for $5, three for 
$10 or 10 for $20. People may 
consider supporting the No.4 
Schoolhouse by purchasing 
raffle tickets, donating an 
item, donating a service or 
basket to the raffle or finan-

c ia l ly  sup-
porting this 
n o n - p r o f i t 
organization. 
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BARRE
Q R S D  C e n t r a l  O f f i c e / A u d i t /

Administrative Review Subcommittee – 
Dec 4 at 5:15 p.m.
Planning Board – Dec. 4 and Dec. 10 at 7 

p.m.
Sewer Commission – Dec. 8 at 2 p.m.
Board of Health – Dec. 8 at 5 p.m.
Water Commission – Dec. 8 at 5:30 p.m.
DPW Commission – Dec. 8 at 6 p.m.
Cable Advisory Committee – Dec. 9 at 7 

p.m.
Conservation Committee –Dec. 9 at 7 p.m.
Library Trustees – Dec. 10 at 6:30 p.m. 
Cemetery Commission – Dec. 11 and Jan. 

22, 2026 at 11 a.m.
Barre Housing Authority – Dec. 11 at 1 

p.m.
Master Plan Steering Committee – Dec. 

11 at 5:30 p.m. 
Select Board – Dec. 15 at 5 p.m.
Special Town Meeting –  Dec. 16 at 6:30 

p.m.
HARDWICK

Board of Health – Dec. 4 at 6:45 p.m.
Paige Library Trustees – Dec. 4 at 7 p.m. 

and Dec. 8 at 6 p.m.
Planning Board – Dec. 9 and Dec. 16 at 

6:30 p.m.
Gilbertville Public Library – Dec. 10 at 3 

p.m.
Hardwick New Braintree Cultural Council 

– Dec. 10 at 6:30 p.m.
Master Plan Steering Committee – Dec. 

11 at 6:30 p.m.
Capital Planning Committee – Dec. 15 at 

3 p.m.
Gilbertville Water District – Dec. 16 at 

5:30 p.m.
Conservation Commission – Dec. 17 at 

6:30 p.m.
Wheelwright Water District – Dec. 17 at 

7 p..m.
HUBBARDSTON

Board of Library Trustees – Dec. 4 at 7 
p.m.
Open Space Committee – Dec. 4 at 7 p.m.
Board of Health – Dec. 9 at 7 p.m.
Board of Parks Commissioners – Dec. 11 

at 6 p.m.
Council on Aging – Dec 17 at 4 p.m.
Board of Assessors – Dec 17 at 6 p.m.
Planning Board – Dec. 18 at 6:30 p.m.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
Fire Highway Building Committee – Dec. 

4 at 4 p.m.
Parks and Recreation – Dec. 4 at 6 p.m.
Council on Aging – Dec. 9 at 1:30 p.m.
Planning Board – Dec. 17 at 6 p.m.

OAKHAM
Board of Health – Dec. 8 at 5 p.m.
Board of Selectmen – Dec. 8 and Dec. 22 

at 6 p.m.
PETERSHAM

Select Board – Dec. 4 at 5:30 p.m., Dec. 8 
at 6 p.m. and Dec. 18 at 5:30 p.m.
Planning Board – Dec. 4 at 7 p.m.
Board of Assessors – Dec. 5 at 9 a.m.
Council on Aging – Dec. 8 at 10:30 a.m.
Cemetery Commission – Dec. 9 at 10 a.m.
Conservation Commission – Dec. 16 at 7 

p.m.
Petersham Historic District – Dec. 18 at 

6 p.m.
RUTLAND

Capital Improvement Planning Committee 
– Dec. 4 at 6 p.m.
Finance Committee – Dec.. 4 at 6 p.m.
Department of Public Utilities Public 

Hearing – Dec. 17 at 2 p.m.

Town offices holiday schedule
 Town Offices will be closed on the follow-

ing days to observe the Christmas and New 
Year’s holidays:

Dates include: Wednesday, Dec. 24 
Christmas Eve; Thursday, Dec. 25, 2025 - 
Christmas Day

Wednesday, Dec. 31 New Year’s Eve 
and Thursday, Jan. 1, 2026 New Year’s Day. 
Regular business hours will resume Monday, 
Jan. 5, 2026. 

PTO sip and paint fundraiser
The  Hubbards ton  Pa ren t  Teache r 

Organization will hold a sip and paint fund-
raiser on Friday, Dec. 5 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
at the Hubbardston Rod and Gun Club, 35 
Williamsville Road, Hubbardston. Tickets are 
$30 and include all paint supplies. There will 
be snacks and a cash bar. People may purchase 
tickets at VENMO:@hubbarston-PTO. For 
more information, people may email hubpto@
gmail.com.

Holiday concert
The Pioneer Valley Brass Quintet will 

perform a free concert of holiday music on 
Sunday, Dec. 7 at the 5:30 p.m. in Hubbardston 
First Meetinghouse, on the Common. The pro-
gram is sponsored by the First Universalist 
Parish of North Dana through a trust fund 
established when the Parish was forced to dis-
band because of the creation of the Quabbin 
Reservoir in the 1930s. Sunday’s program in 
Hubbardston is the 816th, and has become a 
30-year tradition in Hubbardston. Sunday’s 
program will include “Sounds of the Seasons” 
by Larson; “A Christmas Jazz Suite” arranged 
by Holcombe; “Two Folk Carols: Wexford 
Carol, and Personent Hodie” arranged by 
Bannister; “Cool Bells that Jingle” arranged 
by Simmons; “March of the Kings and Une 
Jeune Pucelle” arranged by Shackley; “An 
English Carol Triptych: God Rest Ye Merry, 
Gentlemen, Coventry Carol, and I Saw Three 
Ships,” arranged by Matthews; “Jolly Old St. 
Nicholas” arranged by Murray and Smith; “It 
Came Upon the Midnight Clear” arranged by 
Price; “Do You Hear What I Hear?” arranged 
by Coolidge and “Home for the Holidays” by 
Stillman and Allen. The program is always 
subject to change. The Pioneer Valley Brass is 
a group of talented musicians from throughout 
the area, and has been performing for over 40 
years with various membership. This season, 
Dick Tandy and Steve Babineau play trumpet, 
Tabatha Greelees plays horn, Dana Tandy per-
forms on trombone and Dan Walker is featured 
on tuba.  

Seniors  Christmas Fair
The Hubbardston Senior Center. 7A Main 

St., will hold its Holiday Country Christmas 
Fair on Saturday, Dec. 6 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at 
the Senior Center. The now-famous Hunter’s 
Stew will be available with a slice of home-
made bread to take home or eat in. Mr. and 
Mrs. Santa will be there from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Visitors may bring cameras to get pictures. 
There will be handmade items by talented 
crafters, Chinese Auction, Lottery Tree, bake 
sale and much more.

Health Insurance Decisions
The Hubbardston Senior Center will host 

a representative from Integrity Medicare 
Advisors on Wednesday, Dec. 10 from 9 a.m.-
noon. Appointments may be made by calling 
978-928-1400, Extension 221.

Fuel Assistance
To get help with Fuel Assistance, residents 
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NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

See HUBBARDSTON, page 7

Barre Food Pantry distributions
BARRE – The next two 

Barre Food Pantry dis-
tributions will occur on 
Wednesday, Dec. 10 from 
10- 11:30 a.m. and on 
Thursday, Dec. 18 from 
5:30-7 p.m.  at the Barre 
Congregational Church, 30 
Park St.

Clients are invited to pick 
up groceries from the food 
pantry either in the morning 
on Wednesday, Dec. 10 or 
in the evening on Thursday, 
Dec. 18, whichever is more 
convenient for them. The 
Barre Food Pantry volun-
teers strive to continue to 
fulfill their mission to get 
food to hungry and food 
insecure clients. 

The pantry must also 
continue to protect clients, 
volunteers and the larger 
community from the spread 
of disease viruses. Many 
clients and volunteers are 
classified as high-risk due 
to their age and/or underly-
ing health conditions. The 
Barre Food Pantry Board 
of Directors has consid-
ered changing how the pan-

try currently operates, but 
has decided that the most 
responsible path forward 
is to continue to operate as 
they have since March of 
2020.

In order to maintain safe 
physical distances between 
volunteers and between vol-
unteers and clients Dec. 10 
and 18 will again be “drive-
through” style distributions. 
Clients will line up in their 
vehicles on Park Street and 
proceed into the right hand 
(east) entrance driveway of 
the Barre Congregational 
Church. They will remain 
in their cars.  They’ll drive 
up and be checked in by a 
volunteer, then continue up 
to the church building where 
their groceries will be put 
into the trunk or wayback of 
their vehicle by volunteers 
at multiple stations.

Based on the success of 
distributions so far, the Food 
Pantry volunteers believe 
this “drive-through” style is 
the safest possible way to 
get food to clients and to 
help keep everyone well.

On Tuesday night, Dec. 
9 at 5 p.m., the Barre Food 
Pantry will be gathering 
volunteers at the Barre 
Congregational Church to 
unload incoming grocer-
ies from their truck, to sort 
through donated groceries, 
to pre-fill grocery bags and 
in other ways to prepare for 
the distribution the follow-
ing morning. If people can 
help pitch in for an hour on 
the Dec. 9, they should call 
Sonja Blaney at 978-355-
6921.  

People should not arrive 
to volunteer on Dec. 9, 10 
or 18 without first calling 
either Sonja Blaney at 978-
355-6921 or Chuck Radlo at 
978-355-6463.

Because conditions have 
been changing,  people 
should continue visiting the 
Barre Food Pantry website 
at http://www.barrefood-
bank.org/index.htm and the 
Barre Food Pantry Facebook 
page at https://www.face-
book . com/Bar r e -Food-
Pantry-100156068300314/.

‘Nativities From Around the 
World’ will be held Dec. 4-7

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– For the 16th year, The 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints, 108 New 
Braintree Road, welcomes 
all people to experience 
“Nativities From Around 
the World,” a free, four-
day event that celebrates 
the Christmas season with 
a display of nativities that 

capture the joy and peace of 
Jesus’ birth.

“Nativities From Around 
the World” will be held 
Dec. 4-7 at the church. The 
hours are Thursday, Dec. 4 
from 4-8 p.m.; Friday, Dec. 
5 from 4-6 p.m.; Saturday, 
Dec. 6 from 10 a.m.-8 p.m. 
and Sunday, Dec. 7 from 
noon-4 p.m. 

On Friday, Dec. 5 there 
will be concert by the Weir 
River Concert Band (for-
merly the Ware Community 
Band) under the direction of 
Joanne Pajak Meegan start-
ing at 6 p.m., with desserts 
served afterward. 

Donations will be col-
lected to benefit local food 
banks in the community. 
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Opinion

In Past Pages

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
You’ve said in the past 

that most people recoup 
their SS contributions 
within five years of start-
ing benefits, thus Social 
Security “is an exception-
ally good deal.” 

Your calculation is cor-
rect but misleading; if it 
were not, SS would have 
been insolvent long ago. I 
will, in fact, get “my” con-
tributions back in about 
five years, but my employ-
er’s contributions will take 
another five years and that 
is money that my employ-
er could have been paying 
me, so they are really “my” 
contributions. But even 
that ignores the time value 
of money. 

I did a calculation as if 
my contributions, along 
with those of my employ-
er, were invested in an 
account earning 5% per 
year. That would pro-
vide me the equivalent of 
SS income for 24 years, 
approximately what my 
life expectancy was when 
I retired. So, it’s not a bad 
deal, but it is hardly excep-
tional. It is roughly the 
equivalent of me investing 
that money throughout my 
career and using the total 
to buy an annuity.   

O f  c o u r s e ,  S o c i a l 
Security does have the 
advantage of certainty, at 
least until it goes broke. 
My portfolio would not 
earn a steady 5% every 
year, though that is at the 
low end of what financial 
managers would expect 
over a long period. And it 
does force people to save, 
many of whom would oth-
erwise make no provision 
for retirement. 

Signed: Realistic Senior 
  
Dear Realistic: 
Thanks very much for 

your feedback on my pre-
vious article. I think it’s 
important to draw a dis-
tinction for SS contribu-
tions made by an employer, 
because that is not money 
the individual personally 
pays, but rather an obliga-
tion for employers to help 
fund the Social Security 
program. 

Without that  feder-
al obligation, it is doubt-
ful that employers would, 
instead, provide employees 
with equivalent addition-
al compensation, so the 
thought that these are real-
ly your contributions is not 
a fair assessment. Indeed, 
they are contributions 
which happen to be tied 
to your earnings level (to 
a cap), for which employ-
ers receive relief on their 
corporate income tax and 
likely would not make if 
not required by law.   

As you have noted, 
Social Security has the 
advantage of certainty, 
something which is lacking 
when it comes to investing 
the equivalent amounts in 
the financial markets. And, 
as you have hinted, there 
exists a substantial failure 

by future American retirees 
to save adequately for their 
retirement, a problem well 
known in most financial 
circles. Thus, the certainty 
of Social Security makes it 
a crucial part of everyone’s 
retirement planning and it 
will be there. 

Despite all the angst 
attributed to the current 
financial issues facing the 
program, there is little 
doubt that Social Security 
is here to stay. The ques-
tion is what reform is need-
ed to make the program 
fully solvent for genera-
tions of future Americans? 
The Association of Mature 
American Citizens has 
developed a proposal to 
sensibly reform Social 
Security and avoid the cur-
rently projected 2033 date 
that the SS Trust Funds 
are expected to be deplet-
ed, which will necessitate 
an across-the-board cut for 
everyone. 

We have little doubt 
that the reform needed will 
happen; it would be polit-
ical suicide for Congress 
if it did not and hopefully 
soon. You can read about 
AMAC’s proposed solu-
tion at this link by visiting 
www.amac.us/social-secu-
rity-guarantee.

The Association Mature 
C i t i z e n s  Fo u n d a t i o n 
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended 
for information purpos-
es and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Cit izens Foundat ion’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.   

Again, thank you for 
your feedback and com-
mentary. Please know that 
we very much appreci-
ate your thoughts and are 
always willing to discuss 
these issues. 

This article is intended 
for information purposes 
only and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 
Security Association. NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation 
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. To submit a question, 
visit our website (amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org.

5 years (Dec. 10, 2020)

Barre Selectmen unan-
imously voted to sign an 
agreement with the Quabbin 
Regional School District to 
let the school spend money 
the board allotted from town’s 
CARES Act  funds.  The 
money will be used to pur-
chase laptops and Chrome 
books for Ruggles Lane 
Elementary School. Items 
must be bought no later than 
Dec. 30.

Barre  Assessor  Jesse 
Warren said the board of 
assessors unanimously recom-
mended for the town to con-
tinue with the residential fac-
tor of one at the tax classifica-
tion hearing Monday, Nov. 30.

He said the town of Barre 
is 87% residential, 5% com-
mercial and 2% industrial. 
The assessors also recom-
mended that the selectmen 
not adopt a small business 
discount. Warren said the 
discount went to the prop-
erty owner not the business 
owner. He said it would shift 
the burden to the commercial 
and industrial. The tax clas-
sification hearing is a step in 
setting the FY 21 tax rate for 
the town. The FY 20 tax rate, 
which is July 1, 2019 to June 
30, 2020 was $17.87.

The Hubbardston Planning 
Board Members and Board 
of Selectmen received two 
applicants for a vacancy on 
the Planning Board due to 
the resignation of an elect-
ed member. The applicants 
were Christopher Monroe 
and Peter Jetts. The appointed 
member would serve until the 
town election in June 2021. 

The joint boards unanimously 
voted to appoint Christopher 
Monroe to fill the vacancy. 
Members cited Munroe’s legal 
background as a plus. 

10 years (Dec. 10, 2015

It’s an exciting era in the 
history of the Quabbin girls 
basketball program as Melissa 
Proffitt, a 2007 graduate, has 
been recently appointed as 
the new girls’ jayvee coach. 
Proffitt will join new girls’ 
varsity coach Ryan Burnett 
as they get ready to open the 
winter season with high hopes 
and the return of outstanding 
player, Rachel Myra. To say 
that she merely likes basket-
ball is definitely an under-
statement as Proffitt is more 
than excited to begin this new 
journey back in extremely 
familiar territory. Growing 

up in Hubbardston, attending 
Quabbin and playing center 
and sometimes forward for the 
Lady Panthers on their varsi-
ty team beginning her fresh-
man year, this Lady Panther 
Alum knows her stuff about 
the game of basketball.

E m i l y  R a s k e t t  o f 
Hardwick, a junior major-
ing in civil  engineering 
at Worcester Polytechnic 
Inst i tute ,  recent ly  com-
pleted an intensive, hands-
on  resea rch  p ro jec t  in 
Switzerland. The project was 
titled “Facilitating Corporate 
Project Sponsorship.” 

S e n a t o r  A n n e  M . 
G o b i  ( D - S p e n c e r )  a n d 
Representative Donald R. 
Berthiaume (R-Spencer) are 

For the last two weeks 
we’ve been busy deco-
rating Old Sturbridge 
Vi l lage  for  the i r 
C h r i s t m a s  b y 
Candlelight program.

T h e  g a r l a n d , 
wreaths, bows and 
swags are all up, and 
the planters have been 
filled with greens.  It 
was fast-paced fun, and 
oh so rewarding. The museum 
looks absolutely magical. 

I filled planters side by 
side with a coworker who, in 
her 30 plus years, has never 
done this part of the job with 
me. As we stuck greens and 
stood back to assess our 
work, it occurred to me that 
I’ve grown up making all of 
these decorations, like my 
parents before me!  

I had assumed everyone 
else had too, but here we had 
Nina, who in her 60s, was 
at it for the first time. If you 
find yourself ready to make 
your own decorations, here 
are a few pointers from the 
archives.

M y  D a d  w a s  t h e 
wreath-maker in the fam-
i ly,  and usual ly a  post 
Thanksgiving walk in the 

woods would yield his raw 
materials. The wreaths he 
made would be taken back 
to decorate a college dorm or 
whatever apartment my older 
siblings would return to after 
Thanksgiving break some 40 
plus years ago.  

One wreath would also 
make its way to the front door 
of our little red house, too. 
Decorated with a red ribbon 
and a few pine cones, it really 
was something so simple and 
so beautiful in the same right.  

His approach is the same 
one I’ll recommend today.

Start with a wire coat 
hanger bent into a circle and 
attach some pliable wire to it. 
Then, wrap little bunches of 
greens to the base one after 
another. 

Be careful to lay them 

alongside, not on top of each 
other. It’s important, how-

ever, to have the wire 
catch a little bit 
of the stem of the 

prior bunch – 
that  way the 
wreath will be 

good and tight.
You can make a 

wreath of just extra 
b o u g h s  f r o m  y o u r 

Christmas tree, but mixing 
in other types of greens will 
make it more interesting. I 
like to use prunings from my 
home landscape:  mountain 
laurel, boxwood, juniper, and 
white pine among others will 
look great together because 
they vary in color and texture.  

You can dress up a green 
wreath with pinecones, win-
terberries and artificial fruit, 
not to mention a big bow. 
Most types of Christmas 
tree boughs are conducive 
to wreath making, but wear 
thick gloves if you are using 
Colorado blue spruce as your 
base – it sure is picky!

When my Dad gave up 
making his famous wreaths, 
Mom took a simpler yet more 

Look Back
Barre Woman’s Club Tea – 1970

File photo

Gladys Mara of Barre, president of the Barre 
Woman’s Club (seated), is shown with Anita 
Rich of Barre Plains.
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Is Social Security
really a “good deal?” 
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See GARDEN, page 5

See PAST PAGES, page 5

PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS
As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 

weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo-
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content.

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for the Barre Gazette, please email edowner@turley.
com.
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Serenity Hill Sampler
by Jane McCauley

It has been a cloudy 
and dreary  week,  but 
Thanksgiving was a very 
nice day for us.  

Our youngest daugh-
ter and her husband pro-
vided us with a full course 
Thanksgiving meal and 
made up plates for the next 
day also. Then on Sunday, 
Donald made a delicious 
turkey soup and brought us 
some and meat for a sand-
wich.

We asked Donald if he 
would start the generator 
as it had not been started 
since last winter and luck-
ily he did get it started. I 
have spent three days put-
ting away the fall decora-
tions and bringing out the 
Christmas ones. I won’t 
put the tree up for a couple 
more weeks.  

Because Thanksgiving 
c a m e  l a t e  t h i s  y e a r, 
Christmas wil l  not  be 
far behind. I did write 
my Christmas cards and 
because of a kind gentleman 
neighbor I will be buying 
stamps and sending them 
this week. I do all my cards 
in watercolor. Due to the 
fact that my printer to the 
computer is broken I will 

not be sending a Christmas 
letter this year.  

I need to investigate and 
find out what kind of print-
er I need to buy. I have an 
HP printer but was unable to 
connect it to my computer. 
I guess I am not very tech 
oriented.

I wonder where the name 
Goulash came from? The 
recipe that I want to share 
came from the iPad.  I call 
this American Chop Suey 
but who knows.

GOULASH
1 lb. of ground beef, I 

call it hamburg
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 medium chopped onion
1 cloves of garlic, minced
1 chopped green pepper
1 can diced tomatoes, I 

will use a jar of spaghetti 
sauce

2 cups of beef broth
2 teaspoons 
  Worcestershire sauce
2 teaspoon paprika
1 teaspoon Italian sea-

soning
2 cups elbow macaroni
1 cup shredded cheddar 

cheese
Brown the beef in the 

olive oil with the chopped 
onion and peppers. Add the 

remaining ingredients after 
you cook the macaroni in 
boiling water for the time it 
states on the package. The 
cheese may be added last. 
It is good warmed over the 
next day also. 

This and That
Most of the leaves have 

fallen in the yard so what 
is left will remain on the 
ground as they have frozen.  
The eaves troughs did not 
get cleaned out this year 
either so I hope that won’t 
be a problem.

I went to heat up the 
Thanksgiving next day meal 
in the microwave and found 
out it was not working any 
more. I just had to purchase 
a new washer and now this  
I may not purchase a new 
one as I seldom use it any-
way. My kitchen is very 
small and I don’t have room 
for too many appliances. 
That is one I can do with-
out.

Don’t  ge t  too  busy 
for the holiday. Take time 
to smell the roses as they 
say. Stores are starting to 
get crowded with shoppers 
so they are doing their gift 
shopping early this year. 
Finding any good buys?    

Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas, 

FORFOR  
FREE! FREE! 

Mail to: 
Turley Publications 

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2025. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 23-26, 2025.

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Friday, December 12, 2025

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Logan DistlerLogan Distler
September 22, 2024

Parents:  Daniel & Lisa Distler, Brimfield
Grandparents:  Christopher & Michele Mues, Warren

Carole & the late Bruce Distler, Long Island, NY

elaborate approach to deco-
rating our house. She would 
make a swag for each win-
dow!  

First determine how many 
you want to make, then set 
up an assembly-line of sorts. 
Choose a sturdy green for 
the base of the swag- extra 
Christmas tree boughs would 
be perfect for this as well.   

I cut however many I need 
to the same size, and I lay 
them out pretty side up. Next, 
I choose another type of green 
a bit smaller and put it on top. 
I repeat the process six or 
seven times until I have a nice 

upside-down “fan.”  
Here too, varying tex-

ture is nice, although Mom’s 
feathery white pine and pine 
cone swags are pretty by 
themselves. 

To complete your swag, 
wrap wire around the stems 
four or five inches down from 
the top, leaving a loop on the 
back for a hanger. You can 
cover the wire with a bow. I 
have often wired two swags 
together horizontally.  

Place a bow in the mid-
dle, where the two intersect 
and hang your creation over 
a window or door, or even 
underneath a window for a 
different take on decorating.

Whether this is your first 
attempt at wreath and swag 
making or you’ve been at it 
for years, enjoy this holiday 
ritual, just as my mom and 
dad did. 

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

happy to announce that Grass 
Roots Farm in New Braintree 
ha been awarded $25,000 
through Agricultural Energy 
Grant Program adminis-
tered by the Massachusetts 
Department of Agriculture. 
These grants funds will be 
used to install a 24.96 kW 
Photovoltaic System on the 
farm’s property. Grass Roots 
Farm has been owned and 
operated by Kristin and Tom 
“TJ” Bohan since 2004. 

25 years (Dec. 7, 2000)

For nearly a score of 
years, a small group of peo-
ple have put their heads, 
hearts, ovens and cooking to 
work and invited everyone, 
that’s everyone who wants to 
share in a Thanksgiving din-
ner at the North Brookfield 
Congregational Church. In 
1999, two friends, Bonnie 
Holmes and Shelley Fullam 
decided along with their hus-
bands that no one should have 
to spend Thanksgiving lonely 
or in need. “We wanted peo-
ple to have what we have – 
a good dinner and someone 
to share it with. We didn’t 
want it to be a soup kitchen 
or that sort of thing or just 
for the needy, we cherish the 
welcoming atmosphere we 
treasure in our own families 
and realize that not everyone 

has that for whatever reason,” 
Bonnie said. “We thought 
we’d give it a try.”

Christmas in Barre events 
begin with a  Chris tmas 
craft fair in the Town Hall, 
Exchange St., Barre and the 
Barre Congregational Church 
Fair, Park Street. Magic Joe 
will be wandering the com-
mon to entertain people. 
Children can make a festive 
winter/holiday ornament for 
their Christmas tree at the 
Woods Memorial Library or 
decorate a gingerbread cook-
ie with the staff at MOC 
CFCE program. There will 
be face painting at the town 
hall. A visit with Elsa, also 
at the town hall is sponsored 
by Athol Savings Bank. The 
Santa Parade leaves Ruggles 
Lane Elementary School park-
ing lot and heads toward the 
common. Grand Marshal is 
Ed Yaglou.

The Petersham Select 
Board met with Bob Clark 
and Mike Leonard regarding 
a forest cutting plan for the 
town owned Davenport prop-
erty on Doe Valley Road. 
Despite inquiries to about a 
dozen companies, only one 
bid on the project. Anderson 
Ti m b e r  H a r v e s t i n g  o f 
Westminster bid $12,700.85 
to harvest timber on the prop-
erty. About $8,200 of that 
amount would go to the town 

and about $4,500 to the for-
ester, Mike Leonard. The cut-
ting is effective until March 
1, 2016.

38 years (Dec. 10, 1987)

New England Telephone 
will introduce a new area code 
508 in our area beginning July 
16, 1982. The towns of Barre, 
Hubbardston, Oakham, New 
Braintree, Rutland, Petersham 
and North Brookfield as well 
as many other towns, who 
now have 617 area code, will 
have the new 508 area code 
beginning on that date. The 
telephone company says the 
reason for this change is to 
increase the pool of telephone 
numbers needed to meet the 
growing communications 
needs of customers and busi-
ness according to a news 
release sent to customers. 

The Barre Golden Age 
Club members, 123 of them to 
be exact, enjoyed a Christmas 
party at Caruso’s Restaurant 
in South Barre on Monday, 
Dec.. 7. The social hour at 
4 p.m. was followed by a 
delicious dinner. Seated at 
the head table were officers 
of the club including presi-
dent George Menard and his 
wife Kathryn, first vice pres-
ident Bernice Dymon and 
her husband, Francis; second 
vice president Marie (Chris) 
Seaver and her guest Eleanor 

Upham; third vice president 
Dorothy B. Aspen and her 
husband Dr. Richard Aspen; 
fourth vice president Howard 
Hubbard and his wife Corrine; 
Madeline Willey,  secre-
tary and her husband, Ralph 
Willey, treasurer.

S e n a t o r  R o b e r t  D . 
Wetmore  (D-Barre)  has 

a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  s eve r -
al area school systems have 
been awarded grants by the 
Governor’s Alliance Against 
Drugs as part of the Drug Free 
Schools Act. The Quabbin 
Regional School District will 
receive $3,871. The Barre 
lawmaker commented the 
superintendent of the Quabbin 
District Maureen Marshall 

is to be commended for her 
active involvement in the cru-
sade against drugs in the com-
munity. “Quabbin District’s 
grant, along with other dis-
trict’s grants, will assist the 
superintendents to better edu-
cating their student about the 
dangers of drugs can bring 
to themselves and their fami-
lies,” said Wetmore

GARDEN from page 4
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Submitted Photo

Students at St. Aloysius Catholic School participated in a food drive last 
month to benefit the Hardwick Food Pantry.

6 and 7 at 7:30 p.m. and 
March 7 and 8 at 2 p.m.

Candy Cane Fair 
The parish of St. Francis 

of Assisi will once again 
take part in Christmas in 
Barre on Saturday, Dec. 6 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m, in St. 
Joseph’s Hall on South 
Street. The Candy Cane Fair 
will be filled with hand-
made crafts perfect for gifts, 
costume jewelry and the 
ever-popular theme baskets, 
bake shoppe and hot cocoa 

bar plus fun games for the 
children free of charge. 
There will be a raffle of a 
handmade quilt, a grand 
prize raffle and silent auc-
tion. Anthony from Cash for 
Gold will be at the fair to 
buy broken gold and silver 
and platinum jewelry.   
Cookie sale and gift table

Cradle Rock Chapter 
Order of Eastern Star will 
hold their annual Christmas 
cookie sale and gift tables 
on Saturday, Dec. 6 from 
8:30 a.m.-1 p..m. at Mt. 
Zion Masonic Hall,  71 

Pleasant St. Cookies are 
sold by the pond. People can 
pick their favorites.

Holiday Fair
The annual Holiday Fair 

sponsored by the Women’s 
Fellowship will be held on 
Saturday, Dec. 6 from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. at the Barre 
Congregational Church, 30 
Park St. There will be quilt 
and basket raffles, craft 
vendors, a baked goods, 
candy table, wreaths and a 
corn chowder and sandwich 
lunch available to purchase.  

ROUND TOWN from page 2

HARDWICK – From 
Nov. 10-18, St. Aloysius 
Catholic School students 
participated in a food drive 
to benefit the Hardwick 
Food Pantry.  

Over the course of the 
eight days nearly 800 units 
of food were gathered. 

There was a friend-
ly competition among the 
classrooms, whereby the 
class that raised the most 
food would be entitled to a 
N.U.T (No Uniform Today) 
Day. 

The smallest (but mighti-
est) class, kindergarten, won 

the challenge with around 
200 units raised. They will 
be treated to a pajama day, 
and a movie to go with it. 
Congratulations to all the 
students for their hard work 
and commitment to this par-
ticular Corporal Work of 
Mercy, feeding the hungry.

St. Aloysius students participated in food drive

Celebrate ‘Christmas in New Braintree’
NEW BRAINTREE – 

The “Christmas in New 
Braintree Craft Fair” will 
be held on Saturday, Dec. 
6 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. in 
the New Braintree Grade 
School and Town Hall. 

The  fa i r  i s  spon-
sored by the Tri-Parish 
Community Church. There 
are a few spaces still avail-
able. To reserve, call 443-
835-7530.

Other activities taking 
place during “Christmas 
in New Braintree” include 
the traditional Christmas 
Cookie Sale and Cafe, 
crafts and games for kids, 
visit with Santa, and a 
horse drawn hayride. 
Please join the Christmas 
in New Braintree festivi-
ties for a day of shopping 
and family fun.

Submitted Photo

Pictured are a few items handcrafted by Jeanette Renaud 
and Linda St. Denis. These and many other crafts will be 
available at the “Christmas in New Braintree Craft Fair” to 
be held on Saturday, Dec. 5.
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retirement benefits until the 
amount was paid in full. 

Since the Planning Board 
is elected, they would need 
to send an email to the 
Select Board that they hired 
her as part-time clerk. The 
Conservation Committee is 
an appointed committee so 
they would need to send a 
letter to the Select Board 
of their intent to hire her as 
clerk. Gendron would spend 
the 19.5 hours per week 
working half her time for the 
Planning Board and half for 
the Conservation Committee.
Town Administrator report

To w n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
M e l a n i e  J a c k s o n  s a i d 
she  and  Se lec t  Board 
Chairman Marshall meet 
with the Hardwick Town 
Administrator and their 
Select  Board Chairman 
regarding ambulance ser-
vice and the agreement with 
the Barre Senior Center. 
Since Barre only has one 
ambulance due to the pri-
mary ambulance totaled in 
an accident, it was a strug-
gle at times to serve the 
Wheelwright section of 
Hardwick. Barre will no 
longer be serving Hardwick 
except in a mutual aid 
capacity. The town of West 
Brookfield will provide that 
service. They also discussed 

the senior center agreement.
Surplus Property and 

Employee Performance 
policies

To w n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
Jackson presented a proposed 
Disposal of Surplus Property 
Policy. The Select Board 
voted to adopt the policy.

The Town Administrator 
said she would be sending 
out employee performance 
forms to department heads 
and employees for their 
review. The Select Board will 
discuss at their Monday, Dec. 
15 meeting. 

Wage authorization
T h e  S e l e c t  B o a r d 

approved a non-benefitted, 
pro-rated stipend of $5,838 
for Garrett Skinner, Veterans’ 
Service Officer. He will 
receive a bi-weekly stipend 
of $223.86.

Town decorating
S e l e c t  B o a r d  m e m -

ber  Stevens  wished to 
thank the  South  Barre 
Common Committee and 
the Christmas in Barre 
Committee for their work 
in decorating the town. The 
Santa parade will be held this 
Saturday, Dec. 6 from noon-
12:15 p.m. as well as other 
Christmas in Barre events. 

Approval of sick and 
vacation pay out

T h e  S e l e c t  B o a r d 
approved the  s ick  and 
vacation pay out for Mary 

Ann Gendron and Janine 
Pimental, both long time 
employees that are retir-
ing. Going forward, there 
will be a new policy on sick 
and vacation pay out. They 
will receive the full pay 
out as had been the policy 
over the years. Gendron will 
receive a total of $19,042.10 
– $11,870.40 sick time and 
$7,171.70 vacation. Pimental 
will received $13,245.98 – 
$7,716.47 sick time and 
$5,539.51 vacation.

The Town Administrator 
presented a draft of a new 
policy for the Select Board 
review. They tabled any pol-
icy discussion until they had 
time to look it over. 

Other business
Floyd Kelley, Planning 

Board Chairman, discussed 
the town’s option of first 
refusal on Chapter 61 A 
and B land and open space 
land designation. He said 
the Planning Board asked 
C e n t r a l  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
R e g i o n a l  P l a n n i n g  t o 
research the cost to the town 
for services to residential, 
industrial, commercial and 
open space.

The Select Board received 
the resignation of Paula 
Bartkus as the Assessor’s 
clerk. They also approved 
annual  l iquor,  common 
victualer and entertainment 
license renewals.

BARRE from page 1

NEW YEAR’S
EVE PARTY

2026

DINNER & DESSERT
CHAMPAGNE TOAST

MUSIC PROVIDED BY:
The Evening Standard Jazz Band

ft. Annie Huppert
 DJ Fusion

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31 , 2025ST

8PM-12AM
 

$80/TICKET or $160/COUPLE
(978) 434-7800

hardingallenestate.com

ALL THAT GLITTERS
THE HARDING ALLEN ESTATE PRESENTS

Paige Memorial Library 
lists upcoming events  

HARDWICK –  The 
Paige Memorial Library, 
8 7  P e t e r s h a m  R o a d , 
will hold a create a box-
wood Christmas tree on 
Tuesday, Dec. 9 at 6 p.m. 
in the Town House, on the 
Common.  

The 12 to  14 inch 
arrangements will stay 
green and fresh for an 
extended period if watered. 
They would be perfect hol-
iday decorations, charming 
gifts for hostesses or home-
bound friends, and they 
could last until Valentine’s 
Day.

Hartman’s Herb Farm 
will provide instruction and 
all necessary materials, but 
people may bring their own 
ornaments to make it more 
personal. They may regis-
ter by calling 413-477-6704 
or emailing paigelibrary.
hardwick@gmail.com and 
paying $35 to the Friends 
of the Paige Memorial 
Library.

Mrs. Claus is coming to 
the Paige Memorial Library 
on Saturday, Dec. 13, at 11 
a.m. to decorate Christmas 
cookies and children of all 
ages are invited to join her. 
Mrs. Claus and her Elves 
will provide all the sup-
plies. Children may choose 
a large sugar cookie shaped 
like a Christmas tree, a gin-
gerbread man, a reindeer or 
an ugly Christmas sweat-
er to decorate. They may 
register by calling 413-477-
6704 or emailing paigeli-

brary.hardwick@gmail.
com.

A Special Christmas 
Gift Wrapping Day will 
be held on Saturday, Dec. 
20 at the Paige Memorial 
Library. The gift wrap-
pers are self-proclaimed 
“obsessed” wrappers, who 
will make every gift spe-
cial. A large selection of 
Christmas gift wraps and 
matching ribbons in many 
colors and styles, clas-
sic and fun, will be avail-
able. Oddly shaped gifts 
must be placed in a box.  
All breakable items must 
have protective packing 
around them in the box. 
People should register for 
an appointment.  Donations 
for this service will be col-
lected for the Christmas 
for Kids program spon-
sored by the Hardwick/
New Braint ree  Pol ice 
Association. 

O n g o i n g  a c t iv i t i e s 
offered at the Paige current-
ly include the weekly Story 
Hour with art and science 
activities, the Paige Book 
Club, the Cookbook Club, 
Celebrate Hardwick, the 
ongoing Friends of the Paige 
Memorial Library Book 
Sale, the Paige Writers and 
the recently formed Movie 
Festival Committee.

For more information 
and to register for any pro-
gram, people should call 
413-477-6704 or email 
paigelibrary.hardwick@
gmail.com.

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– Get ready for your hol-
iday shopping while also 
supporting local artists and 
business at West Brookfield 
Art & Frame Gallery for the 
9th annual Holiday Group 
Show during the month of 
December.

The Holiday Group Show 
will showcase the gallery’s 
artists and will open with a 
reception on Friday, Dec. 5 
from 5-7 p.m. There will be 
merriment found in the form 
of wine, cheese and friend-
ly conversation – all while 
surrounded by one-of-a-kind 
works of art that are sure to 
become your loved one’s most 
cherished holiday gift.

“It’s a time to celebrate our 
local artists at the gallery,” 
West Brookfield Art & Frame 
Gallery owner Rebecca Fay 
said of the Holiday Group 
Show.

Some of the gallery’s 
artists who will be sub-
mitting work for the show 
include Ruth Sanderson of 
Easthampton, a well-known 
illustrator who has worked 
on over 90 children’s books. 
Sanderson will have her plein 
air paintings and scratch-
boards at the show.

A b i g a i l  R o r e r  o f 
Petersham, who recently held 
a very successful solo show 
at the gallery back in October, 
will have her wood engrav-
ings, silverpoints and more. 
She is also the publisher of 
limited edition fine print 
books.

West Brookfield’s-own 
talented wood turner, Frank 
White, will have his bowls 
and more to display at the 
show – any one of his pieces 
will bring beauty to your holi-
day table setting. 

Brookfield artist Vanessa 
Varjian is the youngest artist 
in the show, but her years of 
experience as a painter are 
evident in her outdoor scenes, 
which have an impressionistic 
feel and perfectly capture the 
way the natural light hits her 
subject. 

S u s a n  P e c o r a  o f 
Thorndike, who used to have 
her own painting show on 
PBS, will have numerous 
paintings featuring easily 

identifiable local landscapes. 
Pecora is a renowned artist 
and her work is featured in 
galleries all over. 

In addition to being the 
gallery owner, Fay is also one 
of its artists. For this year’s 
Holiday Group Show she will 
showcase her beetle and bee 
pieces while incorporating 
22-karat gold leaf.

Joanne Talbot Quinn of 
Princeton is a retired art 
teacher, has been focusing her 
paintbrush on capturing the 
vibrant beauty of the nastur-
tium flower, in addition to the 
soft beauty of her landscape 
scenes.

West Brookfield native 
Cathe Palo and Lowell res-
ident Cassandra Goldwater 
will return after holding their 
third annual Jewelry Show 
at the gallery in November. 
Their stunning jewelry rang-
es from metal bangles, to 
pendants adorned with natu-
ral stones collected from the 
beach. Each piece is hand-
crafted and unique.

West Brookfield artist 
Jennifer Geldard will also 
return to the gallery to show-
case her jewelry made with 
glass beads and her whimsi-
cal paintings. Geldard used to 
own a bead shop in Concord 
many years ago, before open-
ing Glass Girls Studio and 
Gallery in the space that is 
now West Brookfield Art & 
Frame. 

Cheryl O’Donnell of New 
Hampshire will also be fea-
tured in the Holiday Group 
Show. Known for decorative 

painting, O’Donnell is also 
noted for her fine art portraits 
and landscapes. 

Carole Bentley of North 
Brookfield will also be fea-
tured in the show, with her 
paintings of landscapes, sea-
scapes, flowers and birds.

Holden plein air painter 
Gerard Blouin is said to paint 
outdoors in almost any weath-
er. An environmentalist and 
outdoorsman, his passions are 
reflected in the scenes he cap-
tures on canvas.

Multimedia art ist  and 
bookbinder Karen Thompson 
Bullock from West Brookfield 
will have gorgeous ornaments 
and wonderful boxes on dis-
play. 

Lisa Cohen of Gilbertville, 
who is also an active par-
ticipant at Workshop13, has 
restocked her ceramic offer-
ings at the gallery. When she 
is not at the kiln, Cohen is 
writing science fiction and 
fantasy novels and being 
active in her community.

Artist John Collins of 
Ware, will feature his paint-
ings in the show. Collins is 
also a talented sculptor, hav-
ing recently focused on his 
artistic talents after retiring 
from his career as an architect. 

Elisabeth Hyder of North 
Brookfield makes her own 
paste paper and creates all 
kinds of works of art with it.

Cruger Johnson Phillips 
is the only abstract artist fea-
tured in the show, and she will 
have her small, original paint-
ings, which have inspirational 
and positive messages written 

on the back. 
White Christmas and book 

signing
Local author Jonathan 

Cook will have a “meet the 
author” event and book sign-
ing at the gallery during White 
Christmas in West Brookfield 
on Sunday, Dec. 7 starting at 
11 a.m.

Cook worked for 40 years 
in the restaurant industry 
including a stint at Salem 
Cross Inn. He was a jour-
nalist for 10 years at various 
small papers throughout New 
England. 

“The Vampires of York, 
Maine: A Modern Crime 
Story” follows the misadven-
tures of Jerry O’Shaugnessy, 
journalist turned bar owner, as 
he gets involved in a missing 
girl case. In the process, he 
uncovers human trafficking, a 
neo-Nazi gang and supernatu-
ral elements in coastal Maine. 

Packed with history and 
local lore of the Seacoast, 
this story has deep ties to the 
Worcester mafia. 

About the gallery
The Holiday Group Show 

will be on display at West 
Brookfield Art & Frame 
Gallery, 10 East Main St., for 
the month of December. For 
more information, call the gal-
lery at 508-753-8604, email 
yafacceber@hotmail.com, 
visit westbrookfieldartand-
frame.com or stop by the 
gallery during open hours, 
Thursday and Friday from 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday from 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. and Sunday from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Gallery to hold 9th annual Holiday Group Show

Submitted Photo

Artists at the West Brookfield Art & Frame Gallery will be featured in the 9th 
annual Holiday Group Show. An opening reception will be held on Friday, Dec. 
5 from 5-7 p.m. Gallery owner and artist Rebecca Fay created this painting of a 
house decorated with holiday lights.

Orange Community Band performs Dec. 12
ORANGE – The big 

Christmas Concert for 
the Orange Community 
Band will happen Friday, 
Dec. 12 at 7 p.m. inside 
St. Mary’s Church on 

Congress Street. 
Steph Parker will con-

duct the band in playing 
old and new Christmas 
music, including such 
favorites as “Sleigh Ride” 

and “Christmas Festival.” 
The band will rehearse 
on Wednesday, Dec 10 at 
Central Congregational 
Church on South Main 
Street. 

Christmas in New
Braintree is Dec. 6

N E W  B R A I N T R E E 
– New Braintree is kick-
ing off the holiday season 
with its “Christmas in New 
Braintree” on Saturday, Dec. 
6. 

The event will include a 
craft fair hosted by the Tri 
Parish Community Church 
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at the 
New Braintree Grade School 
and Town Hall, both located 
on Memorial Drive, photos 
with Santa from 11 a.m.-1 
p.m. and crafts for children. 

The  New Bra in t r ee 
Congregational Church will 
be holding its traditional 
cookie sale and cafe during 
the craft fair. 

The  New Bra in t r ee 
Historical Society will be 
hosting a Holiday Open 
House at the museum at 10 
Utley Road from 4:30-6:30 
p.m., and there will be a 
town tree lighting ceremony 
at the town hall to bring an 
end to the festivities. All are 
welcome. 

Senior Center lists December activities
NORTH BROOKFIELD – 

The North Brookfield Senior 
Center, located at 29 Forest 
St., will offer the following 
events and activities during 
the month of December.

Act ivi t ies  include:  a 
free art class – Christmas 
Lanterns on Thursday, Dec. 
11, at 11 a.m.; music bingo 
on Monday, Dec. 15 at 10 
a.m.; and drawing class – 

Portfolio Work on Thursday, 
Dec. 18 at 11 a.m.

A blood pressure/glu-
cose clinic will be held on 
Monday, Dec. 15 at 10:30 
a.m. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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may call Pat Lamoureux at 
the Senior Center at 978-928-
1400. She can help with the 
paperwork needed to apply for 
discounts.

Senior Center Events
All artists are welcome 

to attend the art group at the 

Hubbardston Senior Center 
every Friday from 9-11 a.m. 
A new activity at the Senior 
Center is the Creative Needle 
and Thread activity every 
Friday from 9 a.m.-noon. All 
are invited to bring projects, 
such as embroidery, cross 
stitch, sewing and quilting. 
Questions may be directed 
to Michelle at 508-450-4476. 

Yarn-It-All group meets 
from 10 a.m.-noon. Knitting 
and crocheting projects will 
be worked on, and those 
who have questions will get 
help from others who attend. 
A Christmas Craft proj-
ect led by Paul will be held 
Wednesday, Dec. 17 from 
10 a.m.-noon at the Senior 
Center.

Games of  Pi tch are 
h e l d  t h e  s e c o n d  a n d 
four th  Wednesdays  a t 
1:30 p.m. and the first and 
third Fridays at 6:30 p.m. 
Cribbage is played every 
Thursday at 12:30 p.m., 
Bingo is every Monday 
at 12:30 p.m. and Wii 
Bowling is every Monday 
and Thursday at 9 a.m. 

Functional Exercise Classes 
are held at the Senior Center 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Hubbardston Light Fight

The Ninth Annual Light 
Fight is the first three full 
weekends of December. On 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
nights, from 5-9 p.m. each 
night people can follow the 

map, check out all the entries 
and vote for their favorites. 
Paper listings and maps can 
be found at Hubbardston’s 
One Stop Shop (the gas sta-
tion). Check out all the com-
petitors on the list, people 
have the first three weekends 
to check them all out and 
vote. Voting will close on 
Monday, Dec. 22. 

HUBBARDSTON 
from page 3

Little Park lit up for Santa Claus

Brookfield Orchards had a float featuring dancing 
Christmas trees, snowmen and Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette

This float by Mile Marker 63 Disc Golf had a “Discmas” tree made out of disc golf discs.

Girls Scouts were joined by gingerbread men on this float.
The North Brookfield PTO’s float won the “Brightest Float” category. The float 
contest was sponsored by North Brookfield Girl Scout Troop 64831.

SMARTSMART
MONEYMONEY

Brought to you by Turley Publications

Financial Focus 
Managing risk at different stages of life

As an investor, you will always need to deal with risk of some 
kind. How can you manage the risk that accompanies the volatil-
ity of the financial markets? The answer depends somewhat on 
where you are in life.

When you’re starting out … If you’re early in your career, 
with perhaps four or five decades until you retire, you can likely 
afford to invest primarily for growth, which also means you’ll be 
taking on a higher level of risk – because risk and reward are pos-
itively correlated. But, given your age, you will have time to over-
come the market downturns that are both inevitable and a normal 
part of investing. Still, even at this stage, being over-aggressive 
can be costly. 

When you’re in the “middle stages” … At this time of your 
life, you’re possibly well along in your career and working on at 
least a couple of financial goals, such as saving for retirement and 
your children’s college education. You’ll want to begin adjusting 
the balance in your portfolio between assets with higher growth 
and those with lower growth since there will be progressively 
less time to rebuild losses. You’ll need to decide on the balance 
between risk and growth that’s right for you.

When you’re a few years from retirement … You may have 
already achieved some key goals – perhaps your children have 
finished college and you’ve paid off your mortgage. As a result, 
you may have more money available to put away for retirement. 
Growth still matters because your retirement could be 25 or 30 
years long, and you’ll need investments that can keep up with 
inflation. But you’ll also need investments designed to help pro-
vide for your income needs in retirement and provide more sta-
bility. Also consider reducing your exposure to higher-risk invest-
ments and instead consider investing more in stable dividend-pay-
ing stocks, government and investment-grade bonds, and cash.

When you’re retired … Once you’re retired, you might think 
you should take no risks at all with substantial assets held in cash. 
However, you could spend two or three decades in retirement, 
so you may need some growth potential in your portfolio to stay 
ahead of inflation. A more balanced mix between equities and 
fixed income is generally appropriate. Establishing a withdrawal 
rate that’s appropriate for your lifestyle and projected longevity 
can help reduce the risk of outliving your money. Of course, if 
there’s an extended market downturn during any time of your 
retirement, you may want to temporarily lower your withdrawal 
rate.

Managing investment risk is a lifelong process that evolves 
with your goals, responsibilities and time horizon. While you’ll 
look for balance among your investments based on your life stage, 
having a balanced and diversified portfolio doesn’t fully protect 
against a loss. Still, aligning your strategy with your stage of life 
can help navigate market volatility and stay on track toward long-
term success while avoiding emotional investment decisions. The 
key is staying informed and making intelligent choices that reflect 
your current income needs and future aspirations.

www.edwardjones.com    Member SPIC

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Farber & Lindley
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

56 Common Street, Barre

978-257-8389
Personal Injury

Automobile Accident
Slip and Fall

www.farberandlindley.com

The Varney Family of Companies
12 Nichewaug Road, Barre, MA 01005

Before you buy or rent to own, visit...

Waterwheel
Village

A Unique 55 & Better
Mobile Home Community

978-355-3454

We’re always looking for good sales people and contractors

Well Domes
Protect Water Wells

Strong Security Against the Unexpected
978-355-3454

Before You List Please Call Us On Our
Special Low Commission Rates!

Waterwheel Realty
978-355-4438

Call Abby Montalto 508-579-9897
Or

Paul Varney, Jr. 978-771-3492

  Edward Jones, its employees and financial 
advisors cannot provide tax or legal advice. 
You should consult your attorney or qualified 
tax advisor regarding your situation. Member SPIC > edwardjones.com    

David J. Mason, CFP®, ChFC®

Financial Advisor

164 Market Drive
Athol, MA 01331
978-780-0002

Member SIPC

Hunter E Boody, ChFC®

Financial Advisor
1448 Main St
Palmer, MA 01069
413-289-1875

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894P-A AECSPAD

Retiring Soon?
Give us a call.

Professional Real Estate Services Since 1978
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Where is this?

Turley Publications photo by Ellenor Downer

This week’s mystery photo is from North Brookfield. If any readers know 
where this photo was taken, they may email edowner@turley.com or call 
the Barre Gazette at 413-967-3505, extension 100 with their answer by 
noon on Monday, Dec. 8. Bill Bowles, Peggy Civilik, Elizabeth Laramee, 
James Laramee, Jeremy Varnum and Phil Warbasse correctly identified 
the photo. The photo last week was Ashland Farm owned by the Pollards 
with wrapped bales of hay lined up along Oakham Road, New Braintree.

   THURSDAY, DEC. 4
WORCESTER CHAMBER MUSIC 

SOCIETY will present a concert enti-
tled “Baroque on Fire” at Princeton’s First 
Congregational Church, 14 Mountain Road, 
Princeton at 7:30 p.m. A pre-concert Talk 
will take place at 7 p.m. A concert will be 
held on Friday, Dec. 5 at 4 p.m. at the First 
Congregational Church Museum of Worcester, 
30 Elm St., Worcester. They will perform 
Geminiani, Rameau, Scarlatti, Telemann, 
Praetorius and Vivaldi. All venues are hand-
icapped accessible. Tickets are available by 
visiting https://worcesterchambermusic.org/
baroque-on-fire/ or by calling the WCMS 
office at 508- 926-8624.

FRIDAY, DEC. 5
25TH ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF TREES 

sponsored by the Rutland Historical Society 
takes place today through Saturday, Dec. 13 
at the Rutland Free Public Library, 280 Main 
St., Route 122A. To commemorate their 25th 
anniversary there will be many ways to join 
the celebration. People may visit their web-
siterutlandmahistoricalsociety.org for a day to 
day schedule of events, time and locations. 

BARRE PLAYERS THEATER, 64 
Common St., Barre, presents “Legally Blonde 
The Musical” today, Dec. 6,; Dec. 12 and 13 
at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 7  and  Dec.14 
at 2 p.m. Tickets are $20 for general admis-
sion or $15 for seniors (65+) and children 12 
and under. To learn more about these shows, 
to buy tickets, or sign up for an audition time 
and additional information, people may visit 
their website at  www.barreplayerstheater.com. 
Music and lyrics are by Laurence O’Keefe and 
Nell Benjamin. The book is by Heather Hach. 
It is supported in part by the Mass. Cultural 
Council.

THEATRE AT THE MOUNT will hold 
performances today and Dec. 6 at 7:30 p.m. 
and Dec. 7 at 2 p.m. of “Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat,” the beloved 
musical by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim 
Rice. A special sensory friendly performance 
will be held at Dec. 6 at 2 p.m. Directed by 
Emily Smith, the production features musical 
direction by Dave Twiss, choreography by 
Kim Soel, scenic design by David Prescott, 
lighting design by Tim Smith and sound 
design by Sean Kyle. Tickets are available 
now at mwcc.universitytickets.com. 

SATURDAY, DEC. 6
CHRISTMAS IN NEW BRAINTREE 

hosted by the Tri-Parish Community 
Church kicks off the holiday season today 
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at the New Braintree 
Grade School and Town Hall, both located 
on Memorial Drive, New Braintree. Photos 
with Santa are from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.along 
with crafts for children.  The New Braintree 
Congregational Church will be holding their 
traditional cookie sale and cafe during the 
craft fair.  The New Braintree Historical 
Society will be hosting their Holiday Open 
House at the museum at 10 Utley Road from 
4:30-6:30 p.m. There will be a town tree light-
ing ceremony at the Town Hall to bring an end 
to the festivities. All are welcome.  Anyone 
who would like to participate as a vendor or 

volunteer may call Bonnie St. Cyr at 443-835-
7530 or email her at  bonniestcyr@yahoo.com.

HOLIDAY FAIR sponsored by the 
Women’s Fellowship wil l  take place 
today from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Barre 
Congregational Church, 30 Park St., Barre. 
There will be quilt and basket raffles, craft 
vendors, a baked goods, candy table, wreaths 
and a corn chowder and sandwich lunch avail-
able to purchase. Potential vendors can call 
978-355-4041 and leave a message. 

FIFTH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
will take place today from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at 
Saint Joseph and Saint Piux’s X Parishes, 759 
Main St., Leicester. New this year is a thrift 
store and furniture annex. There will be 50/50 
raffle, scratch ticket raffle, face painting for 
children, crafts, food, meatball subs, chicken 
nuggets, fries, popcorn, desserts and more. 
Santa will also visit.

CANDY CANE FAIR sponsored by St. 
Francis of Assisi Parish will once again take 
part in Christas in Barre with their newly 
names Candy Cane Fair today from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. in St. Joseph’s Hall, South Street, Barre. 
There will be handmade crafts, theme bas-
kets, bake shoppe, hot cocoa bar, free games 
for children, costume jewelry, Anthony from 
Cash for Gold and a raffle of a handmade quilt 
made by Beth Cummingham. There will also 
be a silent auction.

LIGHTS OF LOVE sponsored by the 
Rutland Historical Society will hold their 
annual Tree Lighting today at 6:30 p.m. on the 
Common, Rte. 122A, Rutland. The Rutland 
Historical Society needs help with the Lights 
of Love. People may send their name and 
address and the names of those you wish to 
place in memory, to honor or to celebrate 

along with a donation to the Rutland Historical 
Society, P.O. Box 69, Rutland, MA 01543. 
They appreciate the support.

OPEN HOUSE sponsored by the New 
Braintree Historical Society, 10 Utley Road, 
New Braintree will take place at their museum 
today from 4:30-6:30 pm.  People are invited 
to come in from the cold and get some holi-
day shopping done while they enjoy a warm 
apple fritter. Saint Nicholas will have a gift 
under Christmas Tree for children 10 years 
and under. For more information, people may 
visit newbraintreehistoricalsociety.org.

NEW BRAINTREE LIBRARY, Memorial 
Drive, New Braintree, will offer cocoa and 
cookies, family photo ops, letters to Santa 
and a book sale today from 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
Families and all ages are welcome.

HOLIDAY COUNTRY CHRISTMAS 
FAIR will take place today from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
at the Hubbardston Senior Center, 7A Main 
St., Hubbardston. The now-famous hunter’s 
stew will be available with a slice of home-
made bread to take home or eat in. Mr. and 
Mrs. Santa will be there from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Visitors may bring cameras to get pictures. 
There will be handmade items by talented 
crafters, Chinese Auction, Lottery Tree, bake 
sale and much more.

SUNDAY, DEC. 7
WEIR RIVER JAZZ  presents a free holi-

day concert “Tunes for the Tinsel,” a big band 
concert today at 2 p.m. in the sanctuary of 
the Stone Church Cultural Center on Route 
32, Gilbertville. All are welcome to join them 
to hear the great sounds of a traditional Big 
Band with their version of popular season-
al melodies. The band will also perform on 
Saturday Dec. 13 at 2 p.m. for “Trimmings for 
the Tree,” presented at Workshop13 in Ware. 
Both programs are open to the public and 
there is no charge for admission. Reservations 
are suggested for Workshop13 as seats go 
quickly there.

33RD ANNUAL WHITE CHRISTMAS 
takes place in West Brookfield today from 
10 a.m.- 6 p.m. There will be fun for folks of 
all ages going on throughout the day. All are 
encouraged to come out and enjoy the town’s 
annual kick-off of the holiday season by tour-
ing the historic town, strolling the downtown 
district, exploring local businesses and open 
houses, decorating gingerbread houses in the 
Great Hall, meeting Santa for a quick pic-
ture, as well dropping off those letters headed 
directly to the North Pole. Parking is available 
free throughout town and shuttle services are 
available outside Gavitt Wire. 

MONDAY, DEC. 8
AUDITIONS for Barre Youth Theater’s 

production of “The Enchanted Bookshop” will 
be held today and Dec. 9 from 6-8 p.m. at the 
Barre Players Theater, 64 Common St., Barre. 
Actors ages 7 to 14 are invited to auditions; 
they should arrive 15 minutes early to fill out 
paperwork. Auditions will consist of reading 
from the script. No preparation is necessary. 
Barre Youth Theater alum, Radien Bosquet, 
will direct. Rehearsals are Sundays from 2-4 

p.m. and Mondays and Fridays from 6-7:30 
p.m. Performance are March 6 and 7 at 7:30 
p.m. and March 7 and 8 at 2 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 10 
BA R R E  F O O D  PA N T RY  F O O D 

DISTRIBUTION will take place today from 
10-11:30 a.m. and on Thursday, Dec. 18 
from 5:30-7 p.m. at the Barre Congregational 
Church, 30 Park St., Barre. Clients are invit-
ed to pick up groceries from the food pantry 
either in the morning on Wednesday, Dec. 10 
or in the evening on Thursday, Dec.18, which-
ever is more convenient for them. In order 
to maintain safe physical distances between 
volunteers and between volunteers and clients 
Dec. 10 and 18 will again be “drive-through” 
style distributions. Clients will line up in 
their vehicles on Park Street and proceed into 
the right hand (east) entrance driveway of 
the Barre Congregational Church. They will 
remain in their cars. They’ll drive up and be 
checked in by a volunteer, then continue up to 
the church building where their groceries will 
be put into the trunk or wayback of their vehi-
cle by volunteers at multiple stations.

FRIDAY, DEC. 12
BIG CHRISTMAS CONCERT by the 

Orange Community Band will take place 
today at 7 p.m. in St. Mary’s Church, 19 
Congress St., Orange. Steph Parker will 
conduct the band in playing old and new 
Christmas music including such favorites as 
“Sleigh Ride” and “Christmas Festival.” The 
band will rehearse on Wednesday, Dec. 10 
in Central Congregational Church, 93 South 
Main St., Orange. 

SATURDAY, DEC. 13
MRS. CLAUS AND HER ELVES are 

coming to the Paige Memorial Library, 87 
Petersham Road, Hardwick today at 11 a.m. 
to decorate Christmas cookies. Children of all 
ages are invited to join her. Mrs. Claus and her 
Elves will provide all the supplies. Children 
may choose a large sugar cookie shaped like 
a Christmas tree, a gingerbread man, a rein-
deer or an ugly Christmas sweater to decorate. 
They may register by calling 413-477-6704 or 
emailing paigelibrary.hardwick@gmail.com.

POLISH FOOD SALE hosted by St. 
Mary’s Church, 57 South St., Ware, will take 
place today from 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. in the 
church hall. The menu consists of cabbage 
pierogi, 12 for $15 and six for $7.50; golomb-
ki, three-pack for $14 and kapusta, one quart 
for $10. Food will be sold on a first come 
basis. Multiple orders will not be packaged 
separately. Cash or check made out to St. 
Mary’s Church, exact amount preferred.

WINGS OF SONG will perform “Night, 
Moon, Stars” today at 7:30 p.m in St. 
Joachim Chapel, 16 Church St., Fiskdale (part 
of Sturbridge) and Dec. 14 at 3 p.m. in the 
Em Street Congregational church, 61 Elm 
St., Southbridge. Both concerts are free to 
the public with a freewill offering collected. 
Refreshments will be served after each concert 
and both venues are handicapped accessible.

SUNDAY, DEC. 14 
29th ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF LESSONS 

AND CAROL will take place today at 7 p.m. 
in the Oakham Congregational Church, 4 
Coldbrook Road, Oakham. The chorus along 
with an orchestra will present “Rise Up A 
New Light Is Coming” by Lloyd Larson and 
Pamela Martin. Refreshments will follow in 
Fellowship Hall following the performance in 
the church sanctuary. 

by voters, would charge a 
6% room occupancy tax 
on rooms rented in town. 
State law allows up to 6%, 
but the town could vote to 
charge less. The Town 
Administrator said the 
Select Board had not given 
their recommendation and 
would do so at a meeting 
on Dec. 2. FinCom voted 
to pass over the article. 
They also voted to pass over 
Article 8, in which voters 
must approve Article 7 for 
Article 8 to be approved. 
It would allow the town 

3% of short term rental on 
Airbnbs.

Article 9 would amend 
by law Chapter 140 to 
include a new section 10-2 
regarding Battery Energy 
Storage Systems. The by 
law was not available from 
Planning Board yet so the 
committee voted to pass 
over this article as well. 

They gave a favorable 
recommendation to Article 
10 to transfer $75,775 
from the sewer replace-
ment account to the sewer 
expense account to replen-
ish that account after pur-
chasing a compact hydrau-

lic loader. A motion by 
Bombredi to pass over 
Article 10 did not receive a 
second. He abstained.

Article 11  and 12 also 
received favorable recom-
mendations. Article 11 was 
to transfer $14,520 for the 
sewer replacement account 
for heat pumps at the sewer 
treatment facility. Article 
12 was what the Town 
Administrator called “a 
housekeeping article” as she 
could find no record that a 
vacation policy was adopt-
ed. However, the town has 
been paying out vacation 
time upon termination.

FINCOM from page 1

Calendar Policy
POLICY: Our calendar section is 

intended to promote “free” events or 
ones hat directly affect a volunteer-driv-
en organization that benefits the com-
munity. Paid events that are not deemed 
fund-raisers or benefits do not qualify. 
Non-charitable events that charge the 
public to enter are not allowed as we 
consider that paid advertising. The dead-
line to submit calendar items in the mail, 
by fax, or emailed in Word document 
format is Monday at noon or sooner. 
We usually print one week in advance 
of an event, and the listings should be 
brief, with only time, date, location, brief 
activity explanation and contact informa-
tion. 
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BARRE – On Thanksgiving 
Eve, Quabbin Regional High 
School did get a quick start 
with two touchdowns, but it was 
the way the Panthers finished 
that really counted. Quabbin 
had three straight touchdowns 
to finish the game and the 
Panthers defeated Gardner 
35-14. Quabbin’s season finish-
es at 4-7. In the win, five dif-
ferent Panthers scored touch-
downs. Chase Talbot would 
start the game by returning the 
ball 80 yards for a touchdown. 
On the next possession, Owura 
Ankoma-Mensah returned a punt 
about 60 yards to the one-yard 
line. Adam Adams would make 
a one-yard run for the score. 
Gardner would score touch-
downs in the second and early 
in the fourth quarter. The two-
point conversion in the fourth 
quarter would give Gardner a 
14-12 lead. But Zakk Mielnick 
responded with a 37-yard for a 
touchdown. Brady Dennis and 
Quinn Reynolds would score 
after that as the Panthers finished 
off their regular season with a 
win.

Quabbin football finishes strong

Chase Talbot returns the opening kickoff for a 
touchdown.

Brady Dennis makes a play on the defen-
sive line.

Owura Ankoma-Mensah fields a 
punt.

Eric Serrano tries to get through a blocker.
Quarterback Adam Adams takes the keeper into 
the end zoneZak Mielnicki tries to get through the tacklers.

BARRE – The Quabbin 
Reg iona l  High  Schoo l 
Unified basketball team 
received the distinction of 
hosting the annual basket-
ball jamboree to cap off the 
unified basketball season 
on Nov. 18. Quabbin hosted 
several area schools in small 
scrimmages on a fun-filled 
afternoon in the Quabbin 
gymnasium.

Panthers cap session with jamboree event

Emma Thompson sings the National Anthem with 
support from Janelle Hutchinson.

Colby Hill sends the shot 
away.

Brady Williams dribbles 
across midcourt.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Saige Magnan hustles 
toward the hoop.

Field goal hurts 
Pioneers on 
Thanksgiving

BELCHERTOWN – On a 
windy and cold Thanksgiving 
morning, a field goal from 
Belchertown’s Leandro Martins 
made the difference for the 
Orioles in a 17-14 win over 
Pathfinder. With Belchertown 
up 7-6 in the second quarter, 
Martins sent home a field goal to 
make the score 10-6. Both teams 
would score an additional touch-
down later in the game, but the 
field goal remained the differ-
ence that helped the Orioles earn 
the holiday win.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

The Pathfinder defense comes up with a big stop.

Jarett Skowyra takes the 
return toward the right 
sideline.

Trevor Alexander makes a carry for the Pioneers.

Grayson Griswold takes the snap for Pathfinder

Aiden Girard makes a 
great block.

Brady Williams looks for 
the one-handed shot.Livy Gregory is cheered on as she shoots.
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FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Dough made from 

corn flour
  5. Rise
 11. Gratitude
 14. A low wall
 15. Kidnap
 18. A cup golfers want 

to win
 19. Outgoing
 21. “Partner” to flow
 23. Former Michigan 

coach Brady
 24. Proverb
 28. Gasteyer and de 

Armas are two
 29. Helps a body 

recover
 30. Baseball Cy Young 

winner
 32. Very fast airplane
 33. Offensive baseball 

stat
 35. Body of water

 36. Record of one’s 
heartbeat

 39. Signs a contract
 41. Atomic #24
 42. Bind securely
 44. French Jesuit 

theologian
 46. Fragrant brown 

balsam
 47. Post office box
 49. Sells tickets at 

inflated prices
 52. Places to hang 

coats
 56. Jewish salutation
 58. Yellow fruits
 60. Poorly educated
 62. Microorganism
 63. Talk show host 

Barrymore

CLUES DOWN
  1. A way to plan
  2. Three-banded 

armadillo
  3. Mobile
  4. Romanian city
  5. Making sour
  6. Take a seat
  7. “The Golden State”
  8. When you hope to 

arrive
  9. Pointed ends of pens
 10. Extinct flightless bird
 12. Sharp-pointed 

dueling sword
 13. Nape of neck
 16. Problems (Spanish 

slang)
 17. Narrow carpet
 20. To avoid the risk of
 22. Spiritual academic 

degree (abbr.)
 25. Equally
 26. Traditional cars still 

need it
 27. Eligible voters
 29. Greek alphabet letter

 31. Body part
 34. Referee-declared 

outcome
 36. Means to moving 

money
 37. Popular footwear 

brand
 38. Cockatoo
 40. NFL’s big game
 43. Botswana currencies
 45. News-reporting 

organization
 48. Batman villain
 50. Urgent request
 51. Not all
 53. Hallmark’s specialty
 54. Knot in a tree
 55. Satisfy
 57. Notable space 

station
 58. Baby’s dining 

accessory
 59. Stitch clothing
 61. __ and behold

standardizing its finan-
cial policies. The Town 
Administrator is still having 
bi-weekly financial man-
agement planning meet-
ings with the Treasurer, 
A c c o u n t a n t  a n d  t h e 
Assessor. 

C a g g i a n o  m a d e  a n 
announcement regarding 
the Stuff a Cruiser Toy 
Drive that is being held at 
the South Barre Rod & Gun 
Club on Saturday, Dec. 6. 
The municipal building 
has been doing well col-
lecting food for their food 
drive and will continue to 
run food drive until the end 
of the year. Bins are placed 
inside the municipal build-
ing. 

Select Board roundtable
Select Board member 

Jeff Schaaf expressed con-
cern regarding the short-
age of staff for the Sewer 
Department. Caggiano con-
firmed that the department 
is short on one position and 
one is waiting on certifica-
tion as they’re still on their 
probationary period. 

Caggiano also shared 
that the town has not 
received any applications 
for highway or wastewater. 

“We need to fill those 
positions,” Schaaf said. 

Visitor’s comments
The Select Board heard 

comments from Planning 
Board Chair William Cole 
about the bylaw changes. 
Cole said he’s hoping to 
have a draft completed this 
calendar year. Afterwards, 
the Planning Board would 
like to present this draft to 
the Select Board to review 
and then send to legal. 

The plan is to possibly 
hold a special town meet-
ing sometime in February. 
The warrant for that meet-
ing would include a vote to 
sponsor a bylaw change. 

Select Board Vice-Chair 
William Tinker asked if the 
Planning Board had run any-
thing through town coun-
sel about the bylaws and 
went over the findings that 
were made by the Attorney 
General. 

Cole addressed the ques-
tion and mentioned that the 
Attorney General has looked 
over the amended bylaws 
and will always caution a 
town on some bylaws. 

“Caution the town to 
make sure they don’t go into 
what they consider unrea-
sonable enforcement or 
overregulation,” Cole said. 

The next subject the 
Planning Board is looking 
at is the section of accessory 

dwelling units. Edits will be 
made as the board reviews 
the bylaw and sees what has 
to be in it first. 

Cole also had a question 
regarding grants, including 
Community Development 
Block Grants.  Grants are 
applied for and rewarded to 
towns, and Cole asked about 
fiscal year 2026’s applica-
tions, which are put out in 
January and will be due in 
March. 

The Planning Board chair 
wanted to know more about 
what the town is looking to 
do if they receive a CDBG 
and see what other interests 
may be addressed by vari-
ous boards. There are some 
properties in the village 
of Gilbertville that could 
be looked at and town can 
determine possible uses for 
those spaces.

Caggiano shared some 
input and said revitalization 
of properties is part of the 
CDBG. Hardwick is look-
ing to see if it is eligible 
for a grant. A lot of these 
grants mentioned by Cole 
are based off income rates. 

The Select Board talked 
about putting this topic on 
the agenda to have an open 
discussion so people in town 
will realize that they will 
be contacted and that this is 
will benefit the town. 

HARDWICK from page 1

Students chosen for sports 
ambassador program

Woburn ,  MA -  The 
Massachuset ts  Amateur 
Sports Foundation / Bay 
State Games is proud to 
announce the 80 selected 
high school student-athletes 
who have been chosen to 
serve as Ambassadors for the 
2025-2026 academic year. 
These student leaders were 
se l ec ted  f rom schoo l s 
and communities across 
Massachusetts based on their 
involvement in athletics, 
commitment to leadership, 
and desire to inspire future 
participation in the Bay 
State Games and statewide 
community sport initiatives. 
The Ambassador Program 
provides leadership develop-
ment, event experience, and 
networking opportunities 
while ambassadors serve as 
representatives of Bay State 
Games in their schools, on 
their teams, and in their com-
munities. Ambassadors play 
a key role in growing aware-

ness, supporting recruit-
ment efforts, and connecting 
their peers to the opportu-
nities and events offered 
through Bay State Games 
including the Summer & 
Winter Games, scholar-
ships,  internships,  and 
other year-round programs. 
“The Ambassador Program 
helps expand statewide 
awareness and impact of 
Bay State Games pro-
grams while mentoring 
high school students on 
the career and education 
opportunities available in 
the world of sports” said 
Kevin Cummings, Bay State 
Games Executive Director. 

“This class of ambassa-
dors represents the next gen-
eration of leaders in sport 
from across Massachusetts. 
We are excited to support 
them as they help inspire 
participation in the Bay State 
Games and lay the founda-
tion for their future careers” 

The 2025-2025 Ambassador 
program kicked off  on 
November 2 with a state-
wide Ambassador Summit 
at the Natick Armory, host-
ed by the Massachusetts 
Army Nat ional  Guard . 
Ambassadors from across the 
state participated in the pro-
gram that included a fitness 
warm up and team building 
exercises, a panel discus-
sion on the college athletic 
recruiting process and an 
address from motivational 
speaker, philanthropist, ath-
lete and race director Dave 
McGillivray. 

The Ambassador term 
began in October 2025 and 
runs through July 2026.

Among local student-ath-
letes selected, Makenzie 
Casey of Quabbin Regional, 
Kendall Placzek and Richard 
H a l e  o f  M i n n e c h a u g 
Regional, Logan Millet of 
Ware, and Madelyn Moreau 
of Monson.

T-Birds fall in shootout against Islanders
SPRINGFIELD – The 

Springfield Thunderbirds 
(5-10-2-2) caught an unfor-
tunate break on a late 
game-tying goal in regula-
tion before falling, 3-2, in a 
shootout to  the Bridgeport 
Islanders (7-10-1-1) before 
a sellout crowd inside the 
MassMutual  Center  on 
Saturday night.

For a second straight 
night, the Islanders’ first 
period excellence 
came to the fore-
front, and the visitors 
picked up the lone goal 
in the first on a weird and 
painful sequence. Forward 
Eetu Liukas was in the 
wrong place at the wrong 
time when a Sean Day point 
shot struck him under the 
visor, forcing him down to 
the ice injured. As Liukas lay 
near the crease, Liam Foudy 
arrived at the loose puck and 
fired it off the post behind 
Georgi Romanov. However, 
Liukas turned out to be in 
the right place as the puck 
glanced off the iron, then 
off his leg, before finding its 
way across the line at 13:16 
for the first goal of the game.

Henrik Tikkanen made 
his season debut in the 
Bridgeport goal crease and 
proved to be tough to beat 
through the first half of the 
game, but Springfield’s 
shorthanded group finally 
solved the tall Finn at 9;49 of 

the second as Hugh McGing 
moved down the left wing 
and fired a sneaky, short-
side shot past the netminder, 
tying the game, 1-1, on the 
T-Birds’ second shorthanded 
goal in as many days.

Romanov kept his game 
elevated throughout a busy 
second peri- o d , 
a s h e 

s u c c e s s - fully turned 
away all 14 Bridgeport shot 
attempts to keep his team 
deadlocked heading into the 
final period. The tight check-
ing continued in the final 
period, with Springfield’s 
forecheck continuing to 
work over the Islander 
defense. Eventually, they 
broke through at 9:55 of the 
third with Juraj Pekarcik 
finding his way to the low 
slot and firing a shot upstairs 
pas t  Tikkanen ,  g iv ing 
Springfield the 2-1 advan-
tage.

The T-Birds’ power play 
missed a chance to add 
insurance, and the one-goal 
margin carried into the final 

two minutes. With Tikkanen 
on his way to the bench 
for an extra attacker, Luke 
Rowe uncorked a blistering 
slapper from the left point 
that glanced off the under-
side of the crossbar, beating 
Romanov to tie the game, 
2-2, at 18:11. For the second 
time this month, the division 
rivals went to overtime.

Springfield carried much 
of the play in overtime, but 

Tikkanen answered 
with five stops, and the 
T-Birds failed to strike 

on a 4-on-3 advantage 
in the last 1:31 of overtime 

after Rowe committed a trip-
ping infraction. 

With the game coming 
down to a shootout, Matt 
Luff got Springfield off 
on the right foot, beating 
Tikkanen to begin the fes-
tivities, but Chris Terry and 
Matt Maggio both connect-
ed against Romanov, while 
Matthew Peca and Nikita 
Alexandrov could not solve 
Tikkanen .  Spr ingfie ld , 
despite the bitter defeat, 
extended its point streak to 
five straight games, going 
3-0-1-1 over that stretch.

The T-Birds are back 
in action next Friday in 
Hartford for another meet-
ing with the Wolf Pack 
inside PeoplesBank Arena. 
Puck drop is set for 7 p.m. to 
begin the three-game week-
end.

Owls win tip-off tournament
WESTFIELD – Westfield 

State University senior 
g u a r d  Tav i  Wi l l i a m s 
( S p r i n g f i e l d ,  M a s s . /
Minnechaug HS) scored 
12 points and grabbed 18 
rebounds in the champion-
ship game to lead the Owls 
to a 75-66 win over Albright 
(Pa.) College to win the 
2025 Westfield Gas and 
Electric Tip Off Tournament 
at the Woodward Center on 
Saturday afternoon.

Williams was named as 
the tournament MVP.

The Owls improve to 
4-1 on the season, while 
Albright is now 1-4.

Williams was one of five 
Owls players to score in 
double-figures. Mya Silveira 
(N. Smithfield, RI) tied her 
for the team lead with 12 
points, Morgan Berthiaume 
(Webster, Mass./Douglas) 
netted 11 points with eight 
steals, six assists and four 
rebounds, Grace Wigington 
( L e n o x ,  M a s s . / I M G 
Academy) scored 10 points 
and Sophia  Rockwood 
(Windsor, Vt.) also added 

10.
Wil l iams helped the 

Owls jump out to a lead 
that extended to as many 
as 16 points on a Williams 
3-pointer with 5:02 left in 
the first half, with Westfield 
holding a 43-32 lead at half-
time.

In the fourth quarter 
Albright ground away at 
the Owls lead, trimming it 
to as few as four, 68-64 on 
a Julia Zakovitch jumper in 
the paint with 4:03 left in the 
game.   Westfield struggled 
to score late, but boosted 
the lead back to six, 70-64 
on a steal by Berthiaume 
and layup from Wigington 
with 1:44 left and the Lions 
were forced to foul down the 
stretch.   Westfield canned 
five of six free throws in the 
final two minutes to seal the 
win.

Chrisdin Jones (Bowie, 
Md./Riverdale Baptist) led 
Albright with 20 points and 
14 rebounds.     6-2 center 
Orianna Edmond (Lancaster, 
Pa./Hempfield) added 16 
points and eight boards.

Westfield forced 38 turn-
overs from the Lions, and 
were plus-13 in the turnover 
game.   The Owls connected 
on 10 of 38 three pointers, 
with more made three point 
field goals than in their pre-
vious two games combined.

Williams’ 18 rebounds 
were a career high for the 
5-4 guard.   She grabbed 
17 in a game against Coast 
Guard as a first-year player 
in the 2022-23 season.     It 
was the fourth game this 
season with double-figure 
rebounds for Williams, who 
is averaging 12.6 boards per 
game.

Westfield avenged an 
89-74 loss at  Albright 
from last season.   The 
Pennsylvania school was a 
late addition to the Owls’ 
schedule in 2024-25 when 
they lost several games from 
the schedule just before the 
season began.   The Lions 
returned the favor of the 
long trip by coming to the 
Westfield Gas and Electric 
Tip Off Tournament this sea-
son.

287 Main Street
Gardner

978-632-0241

WE SERVICE ALL
MAJOR BRAND

APPLIANCES
NAME BRAND

APPLIANCES & TV’S AT 
WAREHOUSE PRICES Clean Out Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts
Shed, Pool & 

Hot Tub Removals
Arthur “Skip” Gervais

(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal
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Public Notices

Church NewsIn the Classroom

EARLY DEADLINESEARLY DEADLINES
FOR ADS & LEGAL NOTICES

Christmas will bring early deadlines for all ads & legal notices to run in 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS the week of December 22-26, 2025:

Wednesday, December 17 at 2 PM for December 25 issue
• Country Journal • The Register • Wilbraham-Hampden Times 
Thursday, December 18 at 2 PM for December 25 Issue

• Agawam Advertiser News
• Sentinel • Quaboag Current • The Journal Register

Friday, December 19 at 2 PM for December 25 Issue
• Ware River News • Barre Gazette

Monday, December 22 at 2 PM for December 26 Issue
• Town Reminder • The Holyoke Sun • Chicopee Register

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

Barre 
Conservation Commission
Notice is hereby given in ac-

cordance with the Massachusetts 
General Law, Chapter 131, Sec-
tion 40, The Wetlands Protection 
Act, that a public hearing will be 
held on a Notice of Intent for an 
after-the-fact filing for addition 
to existing house and driveway/
lawn regrading located at 401 Old 
Coldbrook Road, Assessors Map 
H, Lot 242 and recorded with 
the Worcester County Registry of 
Deeds Book 63637, Page 0299.  
From:	 Paul Perkins

	 401 Old Coldbrook Road
	 Barre, MA 01005
To be held on Tuesday, De-

cember 9, 2025 at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Conservation Commission 
Office on the 3rd floor of the 
Henry Woods Building, 40 West 
Street, Barre, MA 01005.

Ronald Rich, Chairman
12/04/2025

PUBLIC AUCTION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

PURSUANT
TO THE PROVISIONS OF 

M.L.C. 225 SEC.39A
THE FOLLOWING 

VEHICLES WILL BE SOLD 
ON December 20, 2025

AT A SALE TO 
SATISFY OUR GARAGE 

LIEN THEREON 
FOR TOWING & STORAGE 
CHARGES AND EXPENSES

OF SALE AND NOTICE:      
2017 Acura MDX 
VIN 5FRYD4H86HB022945

2012 Nissan Sentra 
VIN 3N1AB6AP9CL729928

1998 Toyota Corolla 
VIN 2T1BR18E6WC066748

2005 Lexus GX 470  
VIN JTJBT20X850095467

2014 Volkswagen Jetta 

VIN  3VW4T7AJ1EM215980

2006 Pontiac G6  
VIN  1G2ZG558464261930

 2012 Ford Fusion 
VIN 3FAHP0HA1CR253074

2009 Chevrolet Silverado 
2500HD 
VIN 1GCHK53K49F165339

2002 Ford F-250 Super Duty VIN 
1FTNF21L62EC99976

2022 Hyundai TUCSON 
VIN KM8JFCAE2NU103513

2015 Jeep Grand Cherokee  
VIN 1C4RJFAG5FC675627

2019 Jeep Grand Cherokee  
VIN 1C4RJFBG5KC671604

2011 Volvo   
VNM 4V4MC9DG2BN296105

The sale will be held at
Early’s on Park Ave.

536 Park Ave. 
Worcester, MA 01603 

12/04, 12/11, 12/18/2025

Local pastor offers sermon
First Sunday in 

Advent 

“The Son of God, our Hope 
and our Salvation.” 

Scripture Reading: 
Isaiah 2 v 1-5

I. Introduction
When we express the 

hope for things to improve, it 
suggests that the current situ-
ation is less than ideal or not 
what we would prefer. 

Some individuals may 
encounter genuinely chal-
lenging circumstances, while 
others may simply require 
minor adjustments .  We 
also express our hopes and 
dreams for things to come 
true, maybe something you 
have been waiting for, for a 
while. We hope for answers 
to come, and we wait in 
anticipation for that to hap-
pen. We feel deep gratitude 
when our circumstances 
improve, because what we 
hoped for came to pass.

II. The Son of God, our 
Hope and our Salvation

The Book of Isaiah is 
divided into three parts. 
In this first section Isaiah 
receives the vision from 
God, warning the people 
of Judah, in the Southern 
Kingdom about their forth-
coming suffering, because 
of their religious failures. 
Jerusalem will be destroyed, 
but will be renewed later, 
because of Yahweh’s grace 
and mercy upon them. 

He later prophesied that 
a Saviour would be born to 
save the nations from their 
iniquities. In Chapter 1 we 
read about Israel’s rebellion 
and injustices and refusal 
to submit to the ways and 
values of Yahweh. We read 
about warfare and injustices, 
and how “the nation that 
postures as the stronger one, 
tramples on the weaker on, 
and then violence follows”, 
says John N Oswalt in his 
commentary on Isaiah. 

Then here in verses 2 – 5, 
the author describes to the 

people of Israel the promise 
that in future days the renew-
al of Israel will come. They 
will become a light to the 
nations who will stream to it 
to hear the message of God, 
and they will walk in the 
light of God’s ways. This is a 
message of hope and change, 
despite their rebellion; the 
hope they have in Yahweh, 
who will forgive and renew 
them. 

They will become God’s 
instruments in bringing the 
nations together to hear 
God’s message of peace. 
Isaiah describes how God 
will settle disputes between 
the nations and bring peace; 
and transform their ways 
so they will lay down their 
weapons and change them 
into useful tools. They will 
beat their swords into plow 
shares, using the blade in 
front of the plow instead, 
and their spears will become 
pruning hooks to use for 
pruning grapevines and trees. 

This image is a transfor-
mative vision for the people 
of Israel and the nations who 
will stream to Zion to learn 
the truths about Yahweh, 
about peace and love, instead 
of violence, conflicts and 
war, destruction, chaos, 
despair and uncertainty. 
Yahweh will give them hope 
and bring them comfort and 
peace.

III. Conclusion
I sa i ah ’s  message  i s 

intended for Israel then and 
for future generations, to 
know that God, in the words 
of Paul Wedner, “is not fin-
ished with Israel”, or with 
the world of our day. The 
world, as we know it, is not 
always a place of justice and 
peace. 

For many, there is very 
little or no hope for better 
lives. There are many efforts 
to provide for the poor, to 
bring about change and 
peace into various settings 
and contexts, but to bring 
about change and peace is 
hard work. From God’s per-
spective, peace can only 

fully be realized when peo-
ple walk in the light of God 
(verse 5). Jeremiah 6:14 
addresses those who claim 
to pursue peace and fre-
quently speak of it, yet their 
actions do not result in gen-
uine peace. Jesus Himself in 
John 14 v 27 says “I do not 
give peace the way the world 
gives.”

Instead, He left us His 
true peace that cares and 
comforts, heals the sick, and 
makes living worthwhile, 
where compassion and lov-
ing kindness are the ingredi-
ents of the lives of those who 
follow Christ and Yahweh.
The birth of Christ gives us 
hope, because in Christ we 
have what we need to bring 
about a world the way God 
envisioned it. As the church 
of Christ, we know that 
our hope is in God through 
Christ, even when things 
look grim and our lives seem 
to fall apart. God is still not 
done with us and the world 
of today, even though it 
increasingly feels and looks 
like hope and peace remain 
elusive. 

Despite their rebellion 
and iniquities, the people of 
Judah and Israel were given 
another chance, a message 
of hope that would transform 
their lives. 

We too, as individuals can 
return to God when we feel 
we have sinned and strayed 
away from the ways of God, 
and found ourselves in situ-
ations of conflict and strife, 
and so can the nations of 
the world. May the God of 
hope make us instruments of 
this hope and help us to pray 
and trust that we will see our 
prayers heard, and experi-
ence peace and joy during 
this advent time. This is why 
the Son of God was born, to 
give us hope and our salva-
tion. 

Amen.

Pastor Margaret Keyser
Barre Congregational 
Church
30 Park St., Barre

Quabbin Regional High honor roll
BARRE –  Quabb in 

Regional  High School 
announces the first quarter 
honor roll.

Grade 9 High Honors
Student  in  Grade 9 

at taining High Honors 
are Kalina Bassett, Hazel 
Carter, Lauren Colleton, 
Adalyn Cranston, Greyson 
Mullins, Whitney Reeves, 
Madisyn Shotwell, Addison 
S u r p r e n a n t ,  M i c h a e l 
Tabares, John Tyler, Robyn 
Waltz and Jack Wynne

Grade 9 Honors
Student  in  Grade 9 

attaining Honor Roll are 
Olivia Abbas-Peck, Emma 
Ackert, Alison Baptiste, 
Joseph Cook, Fiona Derr, 
Brynn Dunphy, Tyler Ellis, 
Maya Faucher, Silas Flint, 
Lindsay  Fors ,  Nathan 
Gingras, Averey Hyland, 
Reese Jamieson, Sarah 
Jean-Francois, Allie Lipiec, 
Sage McQueston, Gemma 
Mullins, Justin Njenga, 
Olivia O’Connor, Joseph 
Perrone, Chloe Richardson, 
J i l l i a n  R i g n e y,  Av a 
Rogowski, Connor Roohan, 
J a c o b  R o s a r i o ,  Z o ey 
Salvadore, Brianna Souza, 
Robert Tobin, Mackenzie 
Toupin, Gareth White and 
Dylan Woodward

Grade 10 High Honors
Student in Grade 10 

attaining High Honors is 
Chloe Howarth. 

Grade 10 Honors
Student in Grade 10 

attaining Honor Roll are 
Bren t  Benoi t ,  Anyiah 
Bergeron, Abraham Brown, 
Eleanor Carroll, Nicholas 
Carroll, Brian Colleton, 
A i d e n  C r a n e ,  K a y l a 
Curran, Maya Edouard, 
Sydney Freeman, Daniella 
G a u d r e a u l t ,  C a l l a h a n 
Hardy, Samuel Jamieson, 
M a t t h e w  L a b r o u s s e , 
Emma Lindsey, Gianna 
Montalvo, Niki Nikakhlagh, 
Anthony Noborini, John 
Orsini, Ellie Poulin, Moira 
Powers, Veanna Salvadore, 
Ava Sobol, Silas Stukuls 
B a r r i e a u ,  B e n j a m i n 
Thompson, Erin Trottier 
and Catherine Tucker.

Grade 11 High Honors
Student in Grade 11 

attaining High Honors are 
Madeleine Boisselle, Tess 
Dunphy, Grace Flamand, 
Kathryn Ford, Anna Hautala 
and Ella Reeves.

Grade 11 Honors
Student in Grade 11 

attaining Honor Roll are 
Alexa  Arau jo ,  Sky le r 
Bard, Jacob Bassett, Halo 
Bissonnette, Logan Bruley, 
Isabel Doty, Leah Doucette, 
Brody Faucher, Kayleigh 
Fuller, Lilian Hinckley, 

Kirk Kael in  I I ,  Sadie 
Kennan, Sierra Lambert, 
Jillian LaMontagne, Audrey 
Laursen,  Ailey Majoy, 
Scarlett Merriman, Anna 
Metcalf, Kevin Njenga, 
S a m a n t h a  O ’ C o n n o r , 
Charlotte Oliver, Sadie 
Ouimette, Sylvan Rector, 
Jennavic ia  Roseber ry, 
Emma Ryan, Sienna Shaw, 
Brady Skinner,  Caylee 
Watts,  Brendan Welch, 
Ellary White and Carlo 
Zolla.

Grade 12 High Honors
Student in Grade 12 

attaining High Honors are 
Kylee Costello, Elizabeth 
Matheson  and  Bianca 
Wilder

Grade 12 Honors
Student in Grade 12 

a t t a in ing  Honor  Ro l l 
are Tyler Belden, Aaron 
Bodine,  Owen Breuer, 
T r i c i a  B r u s o ,  T r o y 
Budreau, Kalina Dyer, 
Marianna Fjeld, Madeleine 
Hardy,  Emma Kahlau, 
Anthony Landry, Aidan 
Mahoney, Grace Manna, 
Hunter McQueston, Jayne 
O’Brien, Madeleine Rigney, 
Aaron Rowell, Lindsey 
Ryan, Madelyn Stauder, 
Cameran Vega, Thomas 
Wigglesworth and Jin Xi 
Zou.

Monty Tech hosts Wreaths Across America
F I T C H B U R G  – 

Montachusett  Regional 
Vo c a t i o n a l  Te c h n i c a l 
School, 1050 Westminster 
S t . ,  wi l l  hos t  a  s top 
Monday, Dec. 8 at 4:15 
p.m. on the 2025 Wreaths 
Across America “Escort to 
Arlington,” recognized as 
the world’s larges veterans 
parade. 

A commemorative cer-
emony will take place at 
the school from 4:45-5:45 
p.m. Each year, the Wreaths 
Across America escort trav-

els from Maine to Arlington 
National Cemetery, vis-
iting schools, memorials 
and community landmarks 
while sharing i ts  mis-
sion to remember the fall-
en, honor those who serve 
and teach the next genera-
tion the value of freedom. 
This year’s public events 
will take place through-
out Maine, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland and Washington, 
D.C.

The final destination 
of the escort is Arlington 
National Cemetery where 
volunteers  wil l  gather 
on Saturday, Dec. 13 for 
National Wreaths Across 
America Day. The tradi-
tion began 33 years ago 
when a Maine wreath maker 
delivered 5,000 wreaths to 
Arlington as a gesture of 
gratitude. Today, Wreaths 
Across America coordinates 
wreath laying ceremonies at 
more than 5,500 locations 
nationwide and overseas. 

Sally Fungairino recently elected into 
the Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi

B A T O N  R O U G E , 
LA – Sally Fungairino of 
Rutland was recently elect-
ed to membership into The 
Honor Society of Phi Kappa 
Phi, the nation’s oldest and 
most selective all-discipline 
collegiate honor society, 
at Massachusetts College 
of Pharmacy and Health 
Sciences University.

Fungair ino is  among 
approximately 20,000 stu-
dents, faculty, professional 
staff and alumni to be ini-

tiated into Phi Kappa Phi 
each year. Membership is by 
invitation only and requires 
nomination and approval by a 
chapter. Only the top 10 %of 
seniors and 7.5% of juniors 
are eligible for membership. 
Graduate students in the top 
10% of the number of can-
didates for graduate degrees 
may also qualify, as do fac-
ulty, professional staff and 
alumni who have achieved 
scholarly distinction.

Phi Kappa Phi was found-

ed in 1897 under the leader-
ship of undergraduate student 
Marcus L. Urann, who had 
a desire to create a different 
kind of honor society: one 
that recognized excellence 
in all academic disciplines. 
Today, the Society has chap-
ters on more than 300 cam-
puses in the United States and 
its territories. Its mission is to 
“cultivate a community that 
celebrates and advances the 
love of learning.”

Colleges and universities President’s and Dean’s lists
College of the Holy Cross

Worcester 
Dean’s list

Matt i son  Albano,  of 
Oakham, Class of 2025

Caroline Bierfeldt, of 
Rutland, Class of 2028

B e n j a m i n  K i n g ,  o f 
Rutland, Class of 2028

Timothy King, of Rutland, 
Class of 2028

S a m a n t h a  S h e a ,  o f 
Rutland, Class of 2027

Zoe Yanco, of Rutland, 
Class of 2025

Holyoke Community 
College
Holyoke

Morgen Alan Swallow of 
Oakham

Western New England 
University
Springfied

President’s list
Shyra McWhorter  of 

North Brookfield
Janelle Mensah of Rutland 

Simmons University
Boston

Dean’s list
Christina Hills of Barre

Western New England 
University
Springfield
Dean’s list

Isaac Josti of Rutland
Mycenna Loescher of 

Hubbardston 
Shyra McWhorter  of 

North Brookfield 
Janelle Mensah of Rutland 
Nicholas Warburton of 

Hardwick 

Southern New Hampshire 
University

Manchester, New Hampshire
President’s list

Kaylie Harrington of 
Rutland 

C l a i r e  H o u l i h a n  o f 
Rutland 

Krysta Tarves of North 
Brookfield 

Margaret Lacaire of North 
Brookfield 

Allison Choiniere Hume 
of Hubbardston

Devin  Davenpor t  o f 
Oakham 

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
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Barre Police Log

Public Safety

Rutland Police Log

Oakham Police Log

Hubbardston Police Log

New Braintree Police Log

Sunday, Nov. 9
7:36 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Sick/Unknown, Board 
Street, Transported to Hospital

8:52 a.m. Speak to the 
Chief /Off icer,  Barre Pol ice 
Headquarters, Officer Spoke to 
Party

Arrest: Lavallee, Clement 
Joseph Jr., 44, Worcester

Charges License Suspended, 
Operating Motor Vehicle With, 
Subsequent Offense, Warrant, 
Igni t ion Inter lock,  Operate 
Without

1:18 p.m. Complaint, Barre 
Commons, Officer Spoke to Party

1:41 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Dana Road, No 
Transport Required

2:27 p.m. Vandalism, School 
South Street, Negative Contact

7:01 p.m. Publ ic Assist, 
Summer Street,  No Act ion 
Required

Monday, Nov. 10
2:30 a.m. Fraud or Forgery, 

North Brookfield Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

3:41 p.m. Harassment, South 
Street, Officer Spoke to Party

4:30 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Old Boston Turnpike, 
Report Filed

6:24 p.m. Emergency – Chest 
Pain/Heart Problem, Ruggles 
Lane, Transport to Hospital

Tuesday, Nov. 11
7 a.m. Animal – Wildlife, 

Stetson Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

7:10 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Summer Street, Officer/Chief 

Advised
8:57 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Falls, Gauthier Road, 
Transported to Hospital

11:01 a.m. Harassment, Barre 
Police Headquarters, South 
Street, Officer Spoke to Party

1:34 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, South 
Barre Road, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

5:08 p.m. Abandoned Vehicle 
– Parking Issues, Summer 
Street, Citation Issued

Wednesday, Nov. 12
1:06 p.m. Suspicious Person/

Vehicle Activity, Valley Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

1:44 p.m. Animal – Lost and/
or Found, Barre Town Common, 
Information Given

1:53 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Welfare Check, Broad 
Street, No Action Required

3 : 5 4  p . m .  F o l l o w - U p 
Investigation, Park Street, Officer 
Spoke to Party

5:52 p.m. Unwanted Party, 
Beech Street, Peace Restored

6:34 p.m. Assault and Batter, 
Beech Street, Report Filed

Thursday, Nov. 13
12:48 a.m. Assist Other 

Police Department, Gardner, 
Officer Spoke to Party

11:07 a.m. Erratic Operator, 
West Street, Officer Spoke to 
Party

7 : 5 4  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Falls, Pine 
tree Terrace, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

9:40 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 

Summer Street, Information 
Given

Friday, Nov. 14
4:56 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Allergic Reaction, Old 
Coldbrook Road, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

9:59 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Summer Street, Officer/Chief 
Advised

11 :59  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Seizures, 
Sou th  S t ree t ,  Mutua l  A id 
Transport

12:06 p.m.  Emergency 
Medical  Service – Welfare 
Check, School North Street, No 
Transport Required

1:18 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Breathing Difficulty, 
Ruggles Lane,  Mutual  Aid 
Transported

1:26 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Vernon Avenue, 
Area Patrolled

2:26 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Worcester 
Road, Recovered

Saturday, Nov. 15
1:51 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Falls, West Street, 
Transported to Hospital

3:30 a.m. Road Condition 
Notification, Hubbardston Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

8:47 a.m. Larceny or Theft, 
Summer Street, Report Filed

9:55 a.m. Stolen Vehicle, 
Broad Street, Report Filed

8:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
– Disabled, Burnshirt Road, 
Removed from Scene

Sunday, Nov. 9
8:13 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Sassawanna Road, Transported 
to Hospital

2:02 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Trauma, River Road, 
Transported to Hospital

4:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Criminal Complaint

Summons Asare, George A., 
37, Worcester

Charges Unregistered Motor 
Vehicle, Uninsured Motor Vehicle

4:23 p.m. Threats, Barre 
Paxton Road, Officer Spoke to 
Party

7 p.m. Motor Vehic le – 
Disabled, Campbel l  Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

7:23 p.m. Assist Other Police 
Department, Paxton, Officer 
Spoke to Party

Monday, Nov. 10
3:46 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle 

– Parking Issues, Forest Hill 
Drive, Written Warning

3:55 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle 
– Parking Issues, Cheryl Ann 
Drive, Written Warning

4:01 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle 
– Parking Issues, Karen Way, 
Written Warning

4:06 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle 
– Parking Issues Thurston Hill 
Road, Written Warning

4:13 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle 
– Parking Issues, Newman Drive, 
Written Warning

4:22 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle 
– Parking Issues, Blair Drive, 
Written Warning

4:52 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Criminal Complaint

Summons Smith, Ryan David, 
40, North Brookfield

C h a r g e s  R e g i s t r a t i o n 
Suspended, Operating Motor 
Vehicle with, Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle, Number Plate Violation

9:35 a.m. Animal – ACO 
Call, Bushy Lane, Officer/Chief 
Advised

11 :23  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical  Service – Welfare 
Check, Majorie Lane, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

11 :34  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Neurological/
Head In jury,  Main  St reet , 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

1:23 p.m. Abandoned Vehicle 
– Parking Issues, Main Street, 
Citation Issued

1:56 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Inwood 
Road ,  Ambu lance  S igned 
Refusal

2:24 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Turkey Hill Road, Information 
Given

2 : 4 1  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Falls, Ware 
Corner Road, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

3:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, Irish Lane, Negative 
Contact

4:59 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Col l is ion,  Kenwood Dr ive, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

6:25 p.m. Assist Other Police 
Department, Orchard Hill Drive, 
Area Search Negative

9:04 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Main Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

Summons Mangs, Jonathan, 
44, Rutland

C h a r g e s  B r e a k  i n t o 
Deposi tory,  Larceny Under 
$1,200, Attempt to Commit 
Crime, Credit Card Fraud Under 
$1,200 $1200 c266 §37B

Tuesday, Nov. 11
12:30 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Barre Paxton Road, Written 
Warning

7:45 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Bullard Road, 
Public Assist

8:04 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Criminal Complaint

Summons  De  A lmed ia , 
Ezequias Reis, 28, Gardner

Charges Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle, Registration Suspended, 
Operating Motor Vehicle with

9 : 1 5  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Bleeding 
(Non-Traumatic), Bushy Lane, 
Transported to Hospital

9:53 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Pommogussett Road, Unfounded

11:02 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street,  Wri t ten 
Warning

5:05 p.m. Fire – Power Lines/
Wires, Walnut Street, Referred to 
Other Agency

6:40 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Seizures, Barre Paxton 
Road, Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, Nov. 12
1:03 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Pleasantdale Road, Citation 
Issued

4:06 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
East Country Road, Written 
Warning

4:46 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Paxton Road, Written 
Warning

6:52 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Pommogussett 
Road, Transported to Hospital

8:02 a.m. Bleeding (Non-
Tr a u m a t i c ) ,  B u s h y  L a n e , 
Transported to Hospital

9:50 a.m. Motor Vehicle Hit 
and Run, Maple Avenue, Call 
Transferred

9:53 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Edson Avenue, Information Given

2:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Glenwood Road, Citation Issued

3:20 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Barre Paxton Road, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

5:14 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Spencer Road, 
Transported to Hospital

6:06 p.m. Serve Warrant, 
Orchard Hill Drive, Arrest(S) 
Made

Arrest Hemingway, Jose M., 
51, Rutland

Charges Warrant

Thursday, Nov. 13
8:04 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Written Warning
8:47 a.m. Fire – Power Lines/

Wires, Main Street, Report Filed
9:11 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

D i sab led ,  Wa lnu t  S t r ee t , 
Referred to Other Agency

10 :58  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical  Service – Welfare 
Check, Prospect Street, No 
Transport Required

12:52 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Pommogussett Road, 
Citation Issued

3:04 p.m. Fraud or Forgery, 
Colonial Drive, Report Filed

4:48 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Pine Plain Road, Information 
Given

4 : 5 0  p . m .  C o m p l a i n t , 
Paddock Road, Negative Contact

6:45 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, North Brookfield 
Road ,  Ambu lance  S igned 
Refusal

6:58 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Chest Pain/Heart 
Problem, Brooke Haven Drive, 
Mutual Aid Transport

Friday, Nov. 14
2 : 5 0  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 

Medical Service – Breathing 
Difficulty, Pommogussett Road, 
Transported to Hospital

6:12 a.m. Serve Warrant, 
Ridge Road, Removed to Court/
Lock UP

Arrest: Boucher, Ashley, 31, 
Athol

Charges Warrant
Arrest Ward, Paul M., 47, 

Athol
Charges Drug, Possess Class 

A, Subsequent Offense, Drug, 
Possess Class B

7:14 a.m. Erratic Operator, 
Main Street, Referred to Other 
Agency

8:02 a.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, Maple Avenue, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

9:07 a.m. Safety Concern, 
Main Street, Chief Met with Party

1:08 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

1:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Citation Issued

4:50 p.m. Lockout (Home or 
Vehicle, Fernwood Drive, Entry 
Gained

6:16 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Main Street, 
Located/Found

6:28 p.m. Serve Warrant, 
Wilson Way, Removed to Court/
Lockup

Arrest Mangs, Jonathan, 44, 
Rutland

Charges Warrant
10:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

S top ,  Eas t  County  Road, 
Criminal Complaint

Summons Akore, Alexander 
A., 55, Worcester

C h a r g e s  R e g i s t r a t i o n 
Suspended, Operating Motor 
Vehicle with, Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle

Saturday, Nov. 15
12:59 a.m. Road Condition 

N o t i f i c a t i o n ,  To w n  W i d e , 
Information Given

2:32 a.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Barre Paxton Road, 
Report Filed

7:36 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Wachusett Street, Transported 
to Hospital

8:24 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Memorial Drive, Transported to 
Hospital

11:20 a.m. Vandalism, Miles 
Road, Report Filed

2 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
East County Road, Returned

2:03 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Paxton, Information Taken

2:31 p.m. Fire – Illegal Burn, 
Main Street, Investigated

3:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

3:37 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Ridge Road, Information Taken

4:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pommogussett Road, Written 
Warning

4:47 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Barre 
Paxton Road, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

6:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

7:32 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Paxton Road, Criminal 
Complaint

Summons Foley, Nijel Shain, 
26, Barre

Charges Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle, Unregistered Motor 
Vehicle

10:47 p.m. Juvenile Runaway, 
Main Street, Report Filed

Sunday, Nov. 9
1:17 p.m. Be On The Look 

Out Notification, Old Turnpike 
Road, Report Filed

1:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
– Disabled, Crawford Road, 
Removed from Scene

Monday, Nov. 10
8:41 a.m. Animal – ACO 

Call, Edson Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

1:30  p .m.  Harassment , 
Oakham Police Department, No 
Action Advised

2 : 4 1  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Falls, Ware 
Corner Road, Ambulance Signed 

Refusal

Tuesday, Nov. 11
7:54 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Falls, Bullard Road, 
Public Assist

3:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
– Disabled, Worcester Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

Wednesday, Nov. 12
5:14 p.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Falls, Spencer Road, 
Transported to Hospital

5:52 p.m. Unwanted Party, 
Beech Street, Peace Restored

6:34 p.m. Assault and Battery, 
Beech Street, Report Filed

10:41 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
North Brookfield Road, Report 
Filed

Thursday, Nov. 13
5:44 p.m. Noise Complaint, 

Bechan Road, Investigated
6:45 p.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Falls, North Brookfield 
Road ,  Ambu lance  S igned 
Refusal

Friday, Nov. 14
10:04 a.m. Complaint, North 

Brookfield Road, Report Filed
1:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

North Brookfield Road, Written 
Warning

Sunday, Nov. 9
12:32 p.m. Assist Other 

Police Department, Gardner, 
Negative Contact

1:10 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, New Templeton Road, 
Mutual Aid Transport

3:30 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Pitcherville Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

3:48 p.m. ACO Lost and 
Found/Wildlife, Will iamsvil le 
Road, Information Taken

5:27 p.m. Burglary/Breaking 
and Entering, Dogwood South 
Road, Report Filed

7:42 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Old Boston 
Turnpike, Mutual Aid Transport

Monday, Nov. 10
8:29 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Chest Pain/Heart 
Problem, New Westminster 
Road, Mutual Aid Transport

9 : 2 9  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, Gardner 
Road, Mutual Aid Transport

4:30 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Old Boston Turnpike, 
Report Filed

7:40 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Morgan Road, Information Taken

10:09 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Gardner  Road,  No Act ion 
Required

Tuesday, Nov. 11
3:10 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Falls, Chicopee Drive, 
Transported to Hospital

7:54 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Worcester Road, Public Assist

9 : 11  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Burnshirt Road, 
Transported to Hospital

1:59 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Mt. Jefferson 
Road, Officer Spoke to Party

Wednesday, Nov. 12
1:53 a.m. Noise Complaint, 

Gardner Road, Unfounded
6:05 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Falls, Madison Way, 
Public Assist

7:27 a.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Col l is ion, Worcester Road, 
Vehicle Towed

11:26 a.m. Animal – ACO 
Call, Morgan Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

1:14 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, New Templeton Road, 
Vehicle Towed

Thursday, Nov. 13
8:20 a.m. Fire – Structure 

F i res ,  Ragged H i l l  Road, 
Investigated

5 : 5 2  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Grimes Road, 

Transported to Hospital
6:05 p.m. Assist Other Police 

Department, Lunenburg, Report 
Filed

7:34 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service  Breathing Difficulty, 
Lombard Road, Mutual Aid 
Transported

Friday, Nov. 14
3:29 a.m. Assist Other Police 

Department, Gardner, Dispatch 
Handled

12 :58  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Williamsville 
Road, Mutual Aid Transport

10:58 p.m. Disturbance/
Disorder ly,  Gardner Road, 
Report Filed

Saturday, Nov. 15
1:46 a.m. Road Condition 

N o t i f i c a t i o n ,  To w n  W i d e , 
Information Taken

10 :09  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Root Road, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

5:48 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Old 
Princeton Cutoff, No Transport 
Required

10:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
– Disabled, Burnshirt Road, 
Removed from Scene

During the week of Nov. 
1 7 - 2 4 ,  t h e  H a r d w i c k / N e w 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 12 building/prop-
erty checks, 12 directed/area 
patrols, 14 radar assignments, 
two traffic controls, two emergen-
cy 911 calls, two citizen assists, 
two assist other agencies, one 
harassment, three animal calls 
and three motor vehicle stops in 
the town of New Braintree.

Tuesday, Nov. 18
7:32 a.m. Assist Other Agency, 

Memorial Drive, Officer Handled
12:55 p.m. Assist  Other 

Agency, Memorial Drive, Officer 
Handled

6:55 p.m. Assist Cit izen, 
Memorial Drive, Voice Message 
Left

Wednesday, Nov. 19
2 :16  p .m.  911  Med ica l 

Emergency, West Brookfield 
Road, Transported to Hospital

Thursday, Nov. 20
12:11 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Gilbertville Road, Officer Handled

Saturday, Nov. 22
7 :54  a .m.  Ha rassmen t , 

Hardwick Road, Officer Handled

      EARLY      EARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE
In observance of CHRISTMAS for

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

Dec. 22-26 newspapers there will be an 
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!
Place your advertisement no later than

Thurs., Dec. 17 at 3 p.m.

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISING

Retailers and small 
local businesses put the 
lion’s share of their local 

advertising in newspapers. 
They know which media 

truly moves their products. 
Besides that, Google’s 

research shows that half of 
online shoppers are more 

likely to buy products they’ve 
seen in the paper.

Works!Works!
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FIREWOOD
DRYFIREWOOD Oak/maple, cu/split/
delivered, $300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more

Edwin Wroblewski Logging, 
413-824-0731. 

Buying standing timber, 
paying good money.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

SWIFT RIVER SUPPLY 
We buy guns. Federal and state license. 

413-658-5690.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, no 

project too small. Service upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy, dependable & insured. 

Master Elec. #20773A. 
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS.
 REMODELING

Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, windows, 
painting, wallpapering, siding, decks. Insur-
ance work. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
(413)246-2783 Ron.

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit 
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, 
exterior painting and wallpapering. 

Also minor carpentry. 
413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.  

Wilbraham residential only 
 Call or Text now. 

Limited space available.
 413-519-5439

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

FULL CHARGE BOOKKEEPER and 
PROJECT ESTIMATORr for Smoke-
stack Lightning Inc in Brookfield MA.  
Bookkeeping experience required, training 
will be provided for estimating.  $25-35/
hr.  Health, dental, IRA, paid holidays and 
sick time.  Email resume to bill@smoke-
stackusa.com or call 508.867.9233 
with questions.

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very 
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental 
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

TUNE-UPS

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

MATTRESS SALE!!!
GIANT TOY SELECTION!

GIANT APPLIANCE REBATES!!!
LAUNDRY  PACKAGES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 10pm-7pm

CHRISTMAS SALE!!!
BLACK FRIDAY DEALS STILL GOING ON!

SEE AD INSIDE!!!!

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

Every Month Special Treat Box
Available For Sale at the Cafe

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

WARE•WEST BROOKFIELD
175 West St., Ware

413-967-5121 • 967-3184
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

116 Federal St.
(Rt. 9) Belchertown

413-323-7661 • 323-9296

117 West Main St.,
W. Brookfield • 508-867-9947
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

$2549
NAPA® Full Synthetic 
Motor Oil
0W16, 0W20, 10W30, 
5W20, 5W30

/5 qt.

$539
/1 qt.

0W16, 0W20, 10W30, 
15W20, 5W20, 5W30

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

May 24 ....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
June 9-12 4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation ...............$899
June 27 ....Lake George Cruise & Lunch .......................$185
July1 ........8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
Aug 30 .....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise .................from $1699

Happy 
Holidays!

BUYLINE 
CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette 
& Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

COMING SOON! New Construction - $565,000COMING SOON! New Construction - $565,000
95 Town Farm Road, Warren, MA

www.PostRoadRealty.comwww.PostRoadRealty.com

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

24 Water St., Palmer
 80 Main St., Ware

413.283.8393 • newspapers.turley.com

Absolutely gorgeous manufactured home (60x28) at Brookfield Meadows 55+ community.  
3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, kitchen loaded with cherry cabinets, formal dining area, breakfast 

nook, 2x6 construction, 4 season heated room with gas fireplace (stove) on thermostat.  
TONS of improvements - windows, 

furnace, hot water heater and central 
air done in 2023, new side deck 

with composite wood, newer flooring 
throughout.  Generac generator 

2018, Master bath has double vanity, 
huge linen closet and skylight, 

oversized living room with vaulted 
ceilings and tons of natural lighting.  

Storage shed with new roof and 
electric, patio sitting area out back 

with room for small garden.  Lots of 
beautiful mature plants and flowers.

Lisa Caron Real EstateLisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 0150642 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506
Cell: 508-341-8299Cell: 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.comSearch Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

PRICE REDUCED

18 Fox Run, Brookfield 
NEW PRICE - $279,900

WATERWHEEL 
REALTY

Paul Varney Sr.
Real Estate Broker and Owner

978-355-4438
978-355-3454

paulraymondvarney@gmail.com

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village 
at 31 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This 
is a 55 and better community. This home 
includes a wonderful floor plan with very 
spacious rooms. Master bedroom includes 
a walk-in closet. Two full bathrooms. A 
four-season sunroom is off the kitchen. 
Includes two large woodsheds and a metal 
garage you can park under to fend off winter 
weather. Asking $289,000. See listing on 
MLS # 73433198

Brand New Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village at 
37 Gauthier Rd., Barre. This is a 55 and better community. 
This home features an open kitchen/living room concept, 
perfect for family gatherings. Two large bedrooms on 
opposite ends of the home. Master bedroom has a 
walk-in closet and large attached bathroom. Just off the 
kitchen is a laundry area with door leading to back deck 
and yard. There is a monthly HOA fee which includes 
water, sewage, rubbish removal, and taxes. All exterior 
and interior doorways are 36” wide. Asking $219,000. 
See listing on MLS # 73397436

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village 
at 32 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This 
is a 55 and better community. Includes large 
carport and two large garden sheds. Approx. 
living area 1,000 SqFt. Asking $139,900. 
See listing on MLS # 73398863.

Call Today!

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

HOLIDAY ROASTS & CATERING 
FROM FARMER MATT
Premium holiday roasts or farm-fresh catering will make your 
holiday table special this season. Choose from prime rib, standing 
rib roast, tenderloin, or sirloin roasts. Dinner options include prime 
rib, turkey, or ham. Single serve options available. Happy holidays.

Gift cards 
also available
online or
in-store

FarmerMatt.com 
(508) 980-7085

GIFT CARD


