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Senate candidate
visits selectmen
Mike Valanzola
visiting district towns

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the

See SELECTMEN, page 7

Green Energy Tips 
Barre Energy Committee

Beautiful icicles and prob-
lematic ice dams? If you have
icicles hanging or ice dam
issues, it is a sure sign you are
wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.

State funds used to
promote regional
partnerships

Singing the night away

Turley Publications Photo by Amber King, an intern from Quabbin Regional High School. 

The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting

See ROOF PROJECT, page 8 See CIC GRANT, page 8

Chocolates and so many to pick

Awards to be presented
at April 26 dinner

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER — For every active
group or organization in town,
there are a number of key volun-
teers behind it, from church groups
like the United Church of Ware
and the First Church of Monson to
civic organizations like the Palmer
Lions Club and the Belchertown
Fair Committee, said Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.
These are the people that – for the
most part – stay in the background
when the media shows up at an
event but are a vital part of bring-
ing community activities to life.

And it is recognition of that
fact that the QHCC is seeking
nominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from the
Chamber towns of Belchertown,
Brimfield, Brookfield, East
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland,
Monson, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer,
Wales, Ware, Warren and West
Brookfield.

Last year ’s winner was
Bobbie McAvoy of Ware, for her
work in holding collections for
troops overseas. At the time, she
said that she was thrilled to be
nominated, but didn’t believe she
was as deserving of the award as
others in the community.

And that is just the quality
that Weake said the committee that
judges Citizen of the Year nomina-
tions is looking for.

“These people are the ones
that don’t do it for the recognition
but without whose diligence the

Karen Anderson of Orange announces her
candidacy for state representative

Chamber eyes volunteer standouts

ORANGE - Karen Anderson, a
Republican, announced her candi-
dacy for the 2nd Franklin District
State Representative seat. She
declared, “For too long the needs of

our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district's

needs. I will tirelessly work to pro-
tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations

Turley Publications Photo by Genevieve Fraser

Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10
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more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations

Turley Publications Photo by Genevieve Fraser

Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10

See PATRILL HOLLOW, 
page 5

See SENIOR CENTER, 
page 5

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

BARRE – The Barre/Hardwick 
Senior Center celebrated 20 years 
of operation during a special anni-
versary party held last week.

The 20th anniversary party took 
place on Nov. 19 and the turnout 
was spectacular. 

Dozens of residents from Barre 
and Hardwick came together for a 
special celebration featuring deli-
cious 20th anniversary themed cup-
cakes. These desserts were high-
lighting the Barre blue and white, 
and light refreshments were avail-
able thanks to the dedicated staff of 
the Barre/Hardwick Senior Center.

In attendance was Betty-Jo 
O’Brien, director of the Senior 
Center. O’Brien was excited to see 
all the seniors come together for 
this special anniversary celebra-
tion. 

“This anniversary is good for 
the Senior Center,” O’Brien said. 
“It brings us together, giving us a 
better connection.”

O’Brien took the role of director 

Board
approves 
single tax 
rate

By Ellenor Downer
Editor

edowner@turley.com

BARRE – The Select Board 
held the annual Fiscal Year 2025 
Tax Classification Hearing at their 
Monday, Nov. 18 meeting. 

As in previous years, the Board 
of Assessors recommended the 
Select Board adopt a single tax rate 
and vote not to adopt the residential 
exemption, open space exemption 
and the small commercial exemp-
tion The Select Board unanimous-
ly approved the single tax rate 
and voted not to adopt the three 
exemptions. Jesse Warren from the 
Assessors office, said Barre prop-
erties were 89.8% residential, 3.7% 
commercial, 1.4% industrial and 
5.1% personal property. 

He said the residential exemp-
tion offered up to a 35% discount to 
residents and shifted the burden to 
vacation homes and rentals. Barre 
did not have that. As far as the open 
space exemption, Barre lacked land 
designated as open space. Chapter 
61a and 61b provided tax reduc-
tions to farm and forest land. The 
third exemption small commercial, 
the owner of the property not the 
business owner, received the dis-
count. The Select Board signed the 
necessary paperwork for the Board 
of Assessors to move forward in the 
process of setting the tax rate.

Water issues
Select Board Chair Maureen 

Marshall said there were some 
complaints about customers tasting 
chlorine in the water. Tom George 
of the DPW said water samples 
taken mandated continued chlo-
rinating of the town’s water sup-
ply. At present, the town lacked a 
licensed water operator and hired an 
outside service, Blue Heron, to do 
the water monitoring. 

Select Board Chair Marshall said 
Blue Heron announced their service 
to the town would end after January 
2025 due to their busy schedule. 
The town advertised a position for a 
licensed water operator, but to date 
had not filled the position. She said 
licensed water operators were hard 
to find. Chair Marshall said one 
well was no longer used due to high 
iron content. The situation could 
be remediated through a filtration 
system for the well so it could be 
returned to service. 

S e l e c t  B o a r d  m e m b e r 
Mark Regienus said the Water 
Commission should broadcast their 
meetings for video viewing since 
the public water supply was so 
important to the citizens. He also 
said the fraud audit was available 
on the town website for residents to 
look at.

Town Administrator
Town Administrator Tammy 

Martin said she sought three bids 
for the removal of accumulated dis-
carded furniture and equipment as 
requested by the Building Inspector. 
She received a response from two 
refuse removal companies. She 
recommended hiring Warmtown 
Services, the low bidder at $2,900 
to remove the discarded furniture 
and equipment at the Henry Woods 
Building. The other bid was for 
$4,255. 

Playground Consultant
The Select Board voted to hire 

Site Specifics as the consultant for 
the playground at High Plain Parks. 
They were the consultant, who pre-
sented a playground that included 
a train, during a presentation from 
several playground consultants. 
The total cost for the playground 
was $189,919. The town received 
a grant, which can’t be spent until 

Board signs CR for land 
near Patrill Hollow

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

HARDWICK – The Select 
Board continued discussion about 
the acceptance of a conservation 
restriction on 90 acres of land 
adjacent to East Quabbin Land 
Trust’s Patrill Hollow Preserve.

At the Nov. 12 meeting, Town 
Administrator Justine Caggiano 
said the town’s attorney and the 
land trust’s attorney reviewed 
the board’s proposed changes 
to the language in the conserva-
tion restriction, as discussed at a 
previous meeting. This includ-
ed removing language permitting 
agrotourism and green energy 
structures.

The question about whether 
or not the town would be held 
liable in the event someone were 
hurt or injured on the town’s 
open space was raised by Select 
Board Chair Kelly Kemp and 
Clerk William Tinker at the prior 
meeting. 

Caggiano said she also con-
tacted the town’s insurance pro-
vider regarding concerns the 
Select Board members had about 
liability for open space proper-
ties. She said it appears that cov-
erage of the town’s open space 
would be a minimal increase to 
the town’s policy at approximate-
ly $1,000 a year.

T i n k e r  a s k e d  E Q LT ’s 
Executive Director Cynthia 
Henshaw how the land trust had 
contributed financially to the 
town’s emergency services to 
cover the cost of any respons-
es, and he referenced a 911 call 
from lost hikers in 2020. He said 
seven different agencies respond-
ed to the call and that the services 
weren’t free. 

Tinker said the police have 
requested electric mountain bikes 
to be funded by the land trust, 
in order to respond to calls in 
remote areas. He said the bikes 
would be used to access trails 
that could not be reached with 
emergency vehicles.

Henshaw said she was not 
made aware of the incident 
Tinker referenced, and said emer-
gency personnel have passcodes 
to unlock bollards on the rail 
trails. She said the land trust has 
not received a formal request to 
provide electric mountain bikes 
to emergency personnel.

Henshaw said the land trust 
properties are open to the pub-
lic and meet state standards for 
being posted. Detailed maps of 
the trails are available online and 
posted on kiosks at trailheads. 

Henshaw noted that the town 
is featuring the land trust’s trails 

Board discusses PILOT policy for nonprofits
By Paula Ouimette

pouimette@turley.com

HARDWICK – Select Board 
members reviewed a draft Payment 
In Lieu of Taxes policy presented 
by Clerk William Tinker, that would 
allow the town to enter into finan-
cial agreements with nonprofit orga-
nizations.

At the Nov. 12 meeting, Chair 
Kelly Kemp said some of her con-
cerns about the policy include the 
percentage rate being high at the 
base rate, and the “catch-up” sur-
charge. She said some of the lan-
guage in the policy is redundant.

“I don’t think it’s a bad idea to 
try to put something in place,” she 
said. “I think other towns have ben-
efitted from it…I think 5% is a lot 
and I don’t know if I’m comfortable 
with a ‘catch-up’ surcharge.”

The base rate, Tinker said, is 
based off of 5% of the nonprofits’ 
annual gross revenues, including 
tuition, donations, grants and other 
income sources. This PILOT pro-
gram would be voluntary.  

Board members agreed to 
change the language in the policy 
from 5% to “up to 5%.”

Vice-Chair Eric Vollheim said 
it’s a great idea to negotiate with 
the town’s nonprofits for a PILOT 
agreement, but he urged the Select 
Board members to have other 
boards and committees weigh in on 
it, as it was more similar to a pro-
posed bylaw rather than a policy. 

He said having more input would 

help to avoid future problems.
Tinker said the board should first 

adopt the policy, then bring it to 
other boards and committees.

“I see this as just dragging the 
feet,” Tinker said. 

Kemp agreed with Vollheim 
about discussing it with other 
boards and committees, including 
the Board of Assessors, Planning 
Board, Finance Committee and the 
town’s financial team. Conservation 
Commission Chair Bill Zinni 
requested that the Conservation 
Commission be included in this dis-
cussion.

The Select Board will continue 
this discussion after getting feed-
back from other boards and com-
mittees.

Tax classification hearing
The Board of Assessors recom-

mended the Select Board retain 
a single tax rate for all classes of 
property.

Board of  Assessors  Chair 
Lucinda Childs said having a split 
tax rate (where a greater tax burden 
is placed on commercial, industrial 
and personal property taxpayers) 
was not warranted and would only 
have a “relatively small benefit” for 
residential taxpayers. 

The single tax rate is estimated 
to be $13.50 per $1,000 valuation. 
If the town had opted to have a split 
tax rate, residential taxpayers would 
have a rate of $12.552 and commer-
cial, industrial and personal prop-
erty taxpayers would have a rate of 
$19.73.

“There wouldn’t be enough 
income from the commercial,” 
Vollheim said of the split tax rate. 
“Because there’s not that much.”

Board of  Assessors  Clerk 
Jennifer Kolenda said the commer-
cial properties only make up 8.72% 
of the town’s tax base, versus resi-
dential at 91.27%.

“So predominantly residential, 
very little commercial, industrial 
and personal property,” Kolenda 
said. 

She said the neighboring towns 
of Ware and Palmer have retained 
single tax rates, even though they 
have a larger commercial base than 
Hardwick does. 

Kolenda said the Board of 
Assessors does not recommend 
a split tax rate as it would be an 
unfair burden on nonresidential tax-
payers. The Select Board voted to 
retain a single tax rate. 

Mapping project
Meg Haight updated the board 

about an ongoing ecotourism map-
ping project the town is participat-
ing in. Using a grant from Central 
Massachusetts Regional Planning 
Commission, the town has begun 
developing phase one of a “story 
map.”

She said the map will be avail-
able both in print and digitally, 
and will highlight areas of interest 
including nature preserves, trails 
and more. After reviewing commu-
nity input, CMRPC will finalize the 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago

The Barre/Hardwick Senior Center had a 20th anniversary celebration on Nov. 
19. The celebration had light refreshments and cupcakes.

The recognition certificate awarded to the 
Senior Center back in 2004 was displayed 
during the 20th anniversary celebration.

A front page article of the Barre Gazette 
recorded the grand opening of the Senior 
Center back in 2004. 

See HARDWICK, page  9

Selectmen appoint Highway Department superintendent
By Paula Ouimette

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD – The 
Board of Selectmen unanimous-
ly voted to appoint Randy Morgan 
as the town’s permanent Highway 
Superintendent. 

Morgan has been acting as 
superintendent since the departure 
of former Superintendent Jason 
Benoit.

“I think Randy’s been doing a 
fantastic job running things down 
there in the meantime since we 
haven’t had a superintendent,” 
Board of Selectmen Clerk Vaughn 
Schlegel said at the Nov. 19 meet-
ing. “He’s been there for quite a 
while now, he knows the ins and 
outs, he knows everybody that 
works there, and he’s really been 
getting a lot of projects rolling and 
I’m happy to see that and I know a 
lot of people in town are too.”

Board of Selectmen Chair Jason 

Petraitis said Morgan went into the 
interim position with “quite a lot 
of enthusiasm,” and has done an 
excellent job.

Morgan thanked the board for 
the opportunity and accepted the 
permanent position.

STM warrant
A special town meeting will be 

held on Wednesday, Dec. 4 at 6 
p.m. at the North Brookfield Senior 
Center, 29 Forest St. 

There are four articles on the 
warrant: Article 1, to see if the 
town will vote to rescind a portion 
of the vote of the Nov. 15, 2024, 
special town meeting, Article 
1, that raised and appropriated 
$66,564 to Group Health; Article 
2, to see if the town will vote to 
transfer the sum of $7,180 from 
Fire Assistant Chief Salary to 
Fire Supplies; Article 3, to see if 
the town will vote to transfer the 
sum of $7,000 from Police Career 
Incentive to Police Overtime; 

and Article 4, to see if the town 
will vote to transfer the sum of 
$100,000 from Stabilization to 
Capital Stabilization.

Administrative Assistant Ashley 
Barre said the Capital Improvement 
Planning Committee made the 
request to include Article 4 on 
the warrant, but that it is up to the 
board to include it now or wait 
until the spring town meeting.

Schlegel moved to approve the 
warrant without Article 4, and wait 
until the spring town meeting when 
the town would have a better idea 
of what the fiscal year 2026 budget 
will look like. 

Jamie Gilman, chair of the 
Capital Improvement Planning 
Committee, said its members are 
trying to get ahead of any capital 
spending requests that may come 
before them in the future. He said 
they have not received any requests 
at this time.

“It’s not a matter of ‘if,’ it’s of 

matter of ‘when,’” Gilman said. 
Barre said there is slight-

ly over $1 million in the town’s 
Stabilization account. The Capital 
Stabilization account has just over 
$100,000 in it currently. 

Schlegel’s motion failed to 
pass and after further discussion, 
Canada moved to approve Article 
4, but reduced the amount request-
ed to $50,000.

The board voted unanimously to 
approve the special town meeting 
warrant with the amended article. 

First Night event
P a r k s  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n 

Committee Chair Brandon Avery 
said they did not have enough time 
to organize the Thanksgiving 5K 
run/walk this year, but they are 
focusing on First Night activities to 
be held on Tuesday, Dec. 31 in the 
early afternoon or evening.

The First Night event will be 
held in the downtown area and will 
offer family-friendly activities.

“We’ll have more details when 
we see who we can get involved,” 
he said. “We certainly look for 
involvement from the communi-
ty…or anybody who wants to jump 
in and make suggestions to have 
some sort of activity and help out.”

Tax classification hearing
Board of Assessors Chair Sheila 

Buzzell said the town’s residen-
tial taxpayers make up 87% of the 
town’s tax base and she recom-
mended the board keep its single 
tax rate. She said the commercial 
and industrial taxpayers would 
pay a much higher rate if the town 
adopted a split tax rate.

The board voted to retain a sin-
gle tax rate for the coming year.

Buzzell said the tax rate will be 
determined in the coming weeks.

Resignation
The board accepted Patrick 

See NORTH BROOKFIELD, 
page 6

See BARRE, page 5

Senior Center celebrates 20th anniversary 
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News of the Towns

Pioneer Valley Brass to perform
A free public program of holiday music by the 

Pioneer Valley Brass Quintet will be presented 
Saturday, Dec. 7 at 5:30 p.m. at the Federated Church 
of Hubbardston, on the Common, extending a 30 plus 
year history of a Christmas performance here. The pro-
gram is the 810th sponsored by the First Universalist 
Parish of North Dana, funded by a trust set up almost 
one hundred years ago before the town of North Dana 
was flooded to construct the Quabbin Reservoir. Sisters 
Catherine Mason and Mary Hale started a trust fund to 
ensure that the memory of the First Universalist Parish 
of North Dana would continue. Several descendants 
of the Parish have kept the Parish alive, with a small 
group meeting annually or as needed to conduct the 
business of the Parish. Sunday’s service is number 
809in the series of memorial vesper programs.

Senior tax work-off program
The town of Hubbardston announces the opening of 

the Senior Tax Work-Off Program for eligible senior 
residents. This program allows seniors to earn a prop-
erty tax reduction of up to $1,500 annually by volun-
teering their time to assist various town departments. 
Participants will earn $15 per hour, directly reducing 
their property tax bill. To be eligible residents must 
be aged 60 and above and own and occupy a home 
in Hubbardston. The work period is Oct.1 through 
Sept. 30, 2025. Opportunities are available in depart-
ments such as Town Offices, Senior Center, Police 
Department, Library, and DPW. Applications are avail-
able at the Treasurer Collector’s Office, 7 Main St. or 
by email request at taxcoll@hubbardstonma.us. For 
assistance or questions, people may call Sara Rish at 
978-928-1400, extension 205. The town encourages 
eligible seniors to participate in this program to stay 
engaged with the community and enjoy a tax benefit.

Senior Center
The Hubbardston Senior Center, 7A Main St., 

events include: Bingo from 12:30-3 p.m. on Mondays; 
Knitting Group at 10 a.m. every Tuesday at 10 a.m. and 
WiiBowling beginning at 8:30 a.m. every Monday and 
Wednesday beginning at 8:30 a.m. Eggs may be picked 
up on Thursdays at 8:30 a.m. in the Senior Center. 
Cribbage is played on Thursdays from 1:30-3 p.m. 
Pitch is played the first and third Friday of the month at 
6:30 p.m. Art group meets every Friday at 9 a.m.

No. 4 Schoolhouse holds winter raffle
No. 4 Schoolhouse will hold their winter raffle 

fundraiser. Raffle items include gift cards and cer-
tificates from local businesses, gift baskets, hand-
made items, lottery tree, a three hour cruise for two, 
Old Sturbridge Village admission for four and more. 
One hundred percent of proceeds go directly to No.4 
Schoolhouse. Proceeds are used to maintain the 
schoolhouse and grounds and to continue functioning 
as a community club bringing quality events and pro-
grams. No. 4 Schoolhouse volunteers will be at the 
Christmas in Barre Craft Fair on Saturday, Nov. 30 
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at Quabbin Regional High School, 
800 South St. selling raffle tickets. They also will be 
at the No. 4 Schoolhouse Christmas Party on Sunday, 
Dec. 15 at the No. 4 Schoolhouse, 209 Farrington 
Road.

People may also use Venmo to purchase tickets. 
Tickets are one for $5, five for $10 and ten for $20.

Sales will run now through Monday, Dec 16. 
Drawing will be Tuesday, Dec 17. Winners will be 
contacted by phone that day. Winners may pick up 
prizes on Dec 17 at the No. 4 Schoolhouse Dessert 
Social from5:30-7:30 p.m. Donations of an item, craft 
or money helps support this non-profit organization.

OES cookie sale and gift table
Cradle Rock Chapter Order of Eastern Star will 

hold their annual Christmas cookie sale and gift tables 
on Saturday, Dec. 7 from  8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at the 
Mt. Zion Masonic Lodge Hall, 71 Pleasant St. There 
will be hundreds of cookies and cost is $8 per pound. 
Cookies sell out fast so come early.

25oth Masquerade Ball
Barre’s 250th Anniversary Committee is hosting 

a New Year’s Eve Masquerade Ball at the stunning 
Harding Allen Estate in Barre. This special event is 
the perfect way to end an amazing year of celebrations 
marking Barre’s 250th anniversary. The event is black 
tie preferred and is being held from on New Year’s 
Eve, Dec. 31 from 8 p.m.-12:30 a.m. Tickets are $45 
a person and include dinner, dancing, champagne toast 
at midnight and a fun-filled night with live music and a 
D.J. Tickets for this event are available now in limited 
quantities by visiting www.hardingallenestate.com. 
The evening promises an unforgettable celebration.

Church Fairs
Both the Barre Congregational church and St. 

Francis of Assisi Parish will hold their holiday fairs 
during Christmas in Barre. The Women’s Fellowship 
Christmas Fair will be held Saturday, Dec. 7 from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. during the annual Christmas in Barre at the 
Barre Congregational church, 30 Park St. St. Francis 
of Assisi Parish Holiday Fair will be held on Saturday, 
Dec. 7 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at St. Joseph’s Church, 29 
South St.                          

Hubbardston
Ellenor Downer

edowner@turley.com

Bring Your Family To

KIP’S
CHRISTMAS TREE FARM

New Braintree Center, Opposite The Church
508-867-6101

Find us on Facebook at Kip’s Christmas Tree Farm

Free Tree For Any Community Organization
(No Reserving Of Trees)

Open Mon., Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Fri., Sat. & Sun. 8:30 am - 5:00 pm

Friday, November 29th Through
Saturday, December 22nd

Choose And Cut Your Own
Fresh Christmas Tree

Christmas Wreaths And
Cemetery Boxes

Free Coloring Books, 
Hot Chocolate And Candy Canes

WILTON’S CHILDRENS STOREWILTON’S CHILDRENS STORE
E. Main Street  ❘  Ware, MA

413-967-5811
www.wiltonkids.com

Hours:
Tues.-Sat 10-4

Sun. 12-4

Charge
& Debit

Accepted

THE
FAMOUS
Wilton’sWilton’s

10-50% off Everything!10-50% off Everything!

CAN-CAN GAME!CAN-CAN GAME!
Starts Black Friday

Friday, Nov. 29th thru Sunday, Dec. 8thFriday, Nov. 29th thru Sunday, Dec. 8th

Let Us Sweeten
Your Holiday

★ Handmade Chocolates
★ Decadent Truffles
★ Fresh Roasted Nuts
★ Chocolate Santas

Hand Made Candies

4 Main St., Gardner, MA • 978-632-7148
www.priscillacandy.com

Mon. through Fri. 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Sun. 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Celebrating 87 years in Gardner

As Seen On 
Chronicle and 

in Yankee 
Magazine

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

Barre Dining Center
BARRE — Elder Services of Worcester Area 

Nutrition Program welcomes guests to dine at the 
Barre Senior Center, 557 South Barre Road. The 
following meals will be served for the week of 
Dec. 2. Lunches are back at the senior center, but 
require a pre-sign up. Volunteers are needed at the 
Barre dining site. Volunteers are needed for Meals 
on Wheels (mileage reimbursement) and in the 
kitchen. People should contact 978-355-5027.    

MONDAY – Shepherd’s pie, carrots, peas, 
cookies, marble rye bread

TUESDAY –  Greek chicken, steamed white 
rice, roasted broccoli, peaches, pumpernickel 
bread

WEDNESDAY – Meatloaf with gravy, garlic 
mashed potatoes, chuckwagon corn, fresh fruit, 
whole wheat bread

THURSDAY – Turkey supreme, cornbread 
stuffing, Brussels sprouts, baked cinnamon pears, 
Italian bread

FRIDAY – Lemon pepper haddock, rice pilaf, 
roasted broccoli and carrots, chocolate mousse, 
pumpernickel bread

*Higher sodium entree Meal includes milk 
and margarine. Menus are subject to change. All 
meals are served at about 11:45 a.m. each week-
day. Reservations should be made the day before 
by calling 978-355-5027 before 10:30 a.m. The 
donation of $3.00 per meal helps keep the program 
running.  

Barre Lions Club delivers supplies
and snack to area schools

BARRE – In late October, the 
Barre Lions Club made a sur-
prise delivery of needed supplies 
and goodies to four schools in 
the Quabbin Regional School 
District. 

Lion Ken McCarthy deliv-
ered several boxes filled with 
snacks, school supplies, and 
assorted items that had been 
requested in a letter written last 
spring. The Barre Lions Club 
whose motto is “We Serve” 
receives dozens of inquiries for 
support each year. The BLC, 
which is 19 members strong, 
discussed some of last year’s 

requests and voted to help out.
Using some of the proceeds 

from the Sept. 7 Car Show 
held on the Barre Common, the 
BLC went on a shopping spree 
at some of the area businesses 
and filled some of the requests 
made by students from the 
Quabbin SOAR Program and the 
Q-Munity Closet Student Interns 
at the Quabbin Regional Middle/
High School.

Lion McCarthy was warmly 
greeted by students and advi-
sors and was assured that the 
donated items would be used 
and distributed in the spirit in 

which it was given. The Barre 
Lions and the Quabbin School 
District have had an open rela-
tionship and the hope is that 
it will continue in the future. 
Everyone knows that there is a 
never ending need for aid and 
help in the community.

The Barre Lions are there 
and are ready to serve. The BLC 
meets on the third Wednesday 
of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Congregational Church, 30 Park 
St. The public and any interested 
persons are more than welcome 
to join in and see what they are 
doing.

Submitted photo

Lion Ke McCarthy, top row left, delivered several boxes filled with snacks, school sup-
plies and assorted items requested in a letter written in late spring.

Barre BOH to host 
Shred Day Dec. 7

BARRE The Barre Board of Health will be hosting 
a shred event open to Barre town offices, residents  
and town businesses on Saturday, Dec. 7 from 10 a.m.-
noon in the parking lot of the Henry Woods Building, 
40 West St.

The event is free; there is a limit of two banker 
boxes (24x12x10) per household or business. For 
further information, people may call the Board of 
Health at 978-355-2504, extension 117 or email 
boardofhealth@townofbarre.com.

Holden Grange honors Veterans
HOLDEN – Veterans from 

Holden and Rutland were spe-
cial guests of Holden Grange on 
Veterans Day.  

Following a dinner, each mil-
itary branch was highlighted one 
at a time with a brief history, the 
service song and veterans intro-
ducing themselves along with 
the years served. All eighteen 
veterans in attendance were pre-
sented certificates of apprecia-
tion.

Grange Secretary  Janet 
Segur spoke about the origin 
and mission of the Quilts of 
Valor Foundation.  Quilts, made 
by Grange members, Cindy 
Mason and Carol Ann Keevan, 
were awarded to Army veterans 
Albert Dumas (1962-1965) of 
Holden, Alan Judkins (1968-
1971) of Rutland and Philip 
Cannell (1967-1970) of Rutland 
and Marine Corps veteran Ray 
Sherbourne (1960-1964) of 
Holden.

When Catherine Roberts 

started the QoV Foundation in 
2003, she set high standards for 
the quilts to be awarded which 
“would say unequivocal ly 
‘Thank you for your service, sac-

rifice, and valor in serving our 
nation.’” Since its first presenta-
tion in 2019, Holden Grange has 
carried on this tradition through 
the 21 quilts awarded.

Submitted photo 

Seated from left are Ray Sherbourne and Alan Judkins 
and standing, from left are Albert Dumas and Philip 
Cannell.

SUBMISSIONS ALWAYS WELCOME
Send your stories and photos to edowner@turley.com
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COA lists upcoming events
The following are the Senior Center activities for 

December: Podiatry from 9 a.m.-2.30 p.m. Call for 
appointment. Fourth Tuesday of the month blood pres-
sure/glucose testing from 11 a.m.-noon. At the Rutland 
Senior Center activities are Wednesday Zumba Gold at 
9 a.m. $2 donation per class, 

Wednesday Zumba Gold at 9 a.m. in the Rutland; 
second Thursday of the month blood pressure at 11 
a.m. and third Thursday of the month SHINE from 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. reservations are required. At the New 
Braintree Town Hall on  Fridays, Functional Fitness 
takes place at 10.30 a.m., $2 donation per class. Lunch 
Bunch, a group lunch at a local restaurant, will meet 
on Thursday, Dec. 19 at 12:30 p.m.for December only. 
Sign up is required. Sign up sheets are in the main 
room of the Oakham Senior

Center. Lunch Bunch for December will be at 
Barber’s Crossing. People should bring cash to make 
settling their bill easier as the restaurant will not issue 
individual bills.

For sign ups that can’t be made at the Senior Center 
or for required reservations or for more information on 
offerings, people may call the Senior Center 508-882-
4073 and leave a message or email COA@Oakham-
MA.gov. The COA is interested in starting a yoga 
class with  eight sessions after the new year. People 
should all the Senior Center if they are interested, 
leave their phone number or email at COA@Oakham-
MA.gov and the COA will notify them when they 
have cost and schedule details. Hot lunches are offered 
at the Senior Center dining area Monday through 
Thursday at 11.30 a.m. Reservations are needed at 
least two days in advance and can be made through the 
Congregate Meal Coordinator from 9 a.m.-12.15p.m. 
by calling 508-882-4072.

Christmas trees and wreaths
Dismas Farm, 687 Lincoln Road, will be sell-

ing Christmas trees and wreaths on Saturdays and 
Sundays, Nov. 30, Dec. 1, Dec. 7 and 8 from 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. There will be homemade Christmas crafts, cook-
ies, cocoa and hayrides.

OHA lottery tickets
The 20/20 lottery tickets, sponsored by the Oakham 

Historical Association, will start Tuesday, Jan. 7. 
Tickets are $20 apiece, if their number is drawn, par-
ticipants will receive a check for $50 from the OHA. 
There are two drawings per week starting Tuesday, 
Jan 7 through Thursday, March 13. There is no limit to 
the number of times people can win. People can send 
a check to the Oakham Historical Association,  P.O. 
Box 236,  Oakham, MA 01068. They should include a 
SASE with the check. For questions, people may call 
Kathy Young at 508-882-3137.

Festivals of Lessons and Carols
On Sunday, Dec. 15 at 7 p.m. the Oakham 

Congregational Church, 4 Coldbrook Road, will 
hold their annual Festival of Lessons and Carols. 
A choir and community choir accompanied by a 
community orchestra will perform “Glory in the 
Highest” by Marty Parks. Refreshments will be 
served afterwards. 

Public Meetings 
BARRE

Board of Health – Dec. 2 at 5 p.m.
Select Board – Dec. 2 at 6 p.m.
Board of Assessors – Dec. 3 at 6 p.m.
Felton Field Commission – Dec. 3 at 6:30 p.m.
Planning Board – Dec. 3 and Dec. 17 at 7 p.m.
Council on Aging –  Dec. 4 at 12:30 p.m.
Water Commission – Dec. 9 at 6:30 p.m.
DPW Commission – Dec. 9 at 7 p.m.
Cable Advisory Committee – Dec. 10 at 7 p.m.
250th Anniversary Committee – Dec. 11 
  at 6:30 p.m.
Library Trustees – Dec. 11 at 6:30 p.m.
Barre Housing Authority – Dec. 12  and 
  Jan. 9, 2025 at 1 p.m.
Sewer Commission – Dec. 19 at 7 p.m.
Cemetery Commission – Dec. 26 at 11 a.m.

HARDWICK
Council on Aging – Dec. 4 at 12:30 p.m.
Paige Library Trustees – Dec. 5 at 7 p.m.
Hardwick New Braintree Cultural Council – 
 Dec. 9 at 6:30 p.m.
Gilbertville Public Library – Dec. 11 at 4 p.m.
Master Plan Steering Committee – Dec. 12 
  at 6:30 p.m.
Board of Health – Dec. 12 at 6:45 p.m.
Capital Planning Committee – Dec. 16 at 3 p.m.
Gilbertville Water District – Dec. 17 at 5:30 p.m.
Conservation Commission – Dec. 18 at 6:30 p.m.
Recycling Commission – Jan. 7, 2025 at 6:30 p.m.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
Parks and Recreation º Dec. 2 at 5 p.m.
Downtown Development Committee – 
  Dec. 2 at 6:30 p.m.
Board of Selectmen – Dec. 3, Dec. 17 and Dec. 31 
at 6 p.m.
Finance Committee – Dec. 5 at 6 p.m.
Planning Board – Dec. 18 at 6 p.m.

OAKHAM
Board of Assessors – Dec. 2 at 6 p.m.
Conservation Commission Hearing – Dec. 3 
  at 6 p.m.
Select Board – Dec. 9 and Dec. 23 at 6 p.m.
Council on Aging – Dec. 13 at noon
Planning Board – Dec. 17 at 7 p.m.

PETERSHAM
Open Space and Recreation Committee – 
  Dec. 3 at 6 p.m. 
Conservation Commission – Dec. 3 at 7 p.m.
Select Board – Dec. 5, Dec. 19 and Jan. 2, 2025 
  at 5:30 p.m.
Board of Health – Dec. 5 at 6 p.m.
Council on Aging – Dec. 9 at 10 a.m.
Cemetery Commission – Dec. 10 at 10 a.m.
Cultural Council – Dec. 11 at noon
Board of Assessors – Dec. 13 at 9 a.m.
Petersham Historic District – Dec. 19 at 6 p.m.

Editorial deadline reminder
Deadline for e-mailed press releases is noon on 

Monday. Deadline for hard copy is noon on Friday. 

   HAPPY APPLE ®

We Are Open Year Round! 9-5 In North Brookfield

Brookfield Orchards
Follow signs from Rts 9, 31, 67 or 148

Order Your Holiday 
Pies and Treats

508.867.6858 • 877.622.7555
www.browsethebrookfields.com • www.brookfieldorchards.com

Snack Bar!!  Hot Apple Dumplings with Ice Cream
Cheese & Cider

Apple Gift Baskets
Made to order

Cheese, jelly, maple, relish, etc. 
can be added. Must be picked up.

Apple Dumplings • Cakes
 Cider Donuts

Fudge287 Main Street
Gardner

978-632-0241

WE SERVICE ALL
MAJOR BRAND

APPLIANCES
NAME BRAND

APPLIANCES & TV’S AT 
WAREHOUSE PRICES

Function 
Space 

 Available

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Large Wedding & 
Event Hall Available

BLACK FRIDAY
Gift Card Deals Available

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday

Online Ordering 
& Curbside Pick-up Available

Visit Our Website For More Details

COUNTRY CLUB
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634
hardwickcrossing.com

Saturday & Sunday, December 14th & 15th • 12-5pm
RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED FOR SEATING IN RESTAURANT. 

Vendor applications – cletendre@hardwickcrossing.com

Join us for a  
  weekend of Christmas Joy

SANTA 
ARRIVING 
AT 1 P.M.

FREE PHOTOS 
WITH SANTA, 

HAY RIDES, 
40+ VENDORS, 

COOKIE 
DECORATING 

& CRAFTS

Festival of Trees takes 
place Dec. 6 to Dec. 8

RUTLAND – The Rutland Historical Society will 
host its 24th Annual Festival of Trees, Friday Dec. 6 
through Sunday, Dec. 8 at the Rutland Public Library, 
280 Main St.

Kicking off the event, on Friday Dec. 6 from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. will be a concert featuring Booty and the Jett 
at Lilac Hedge Farm, 216 Wachusett St. There will be 
food available, fire pits and S’mores to be made. Tickets 
are $5 for adults, $20 for a family and free for children 
under 5. Tickets will be available at the door or by call-
ing or texting Ben at 774-535-1295 or email, rutlandma-
fot1@gmail.com to reserve a ticket.

Saturday, Dec. 7 from 4-8 p.m., there will be activ-
ities for all to enjoy  including decorated trees, ginger-
bread houses, a basket drawing, visit with Santa and his 
elves, Santa’s Sweet Shoppe, S’mores, hot cocoa, food 
provided by the Boy Scouts, holiday music and more. 
Also on Dec. 7 at 5 p.m. the CTMS Chorus will perform 
at the library. At 6 p.m. gather in the Congregational 
Church for holiday music and a reading of names in 
remembrance and celebration of loved ones. At 6:30 
p.m. the Annual Tree Lighting ceremony will take 
place on the Town Common immediately followed by a 
Fantastic Fireworks display. 

On Sunday, Dec. 8, the festival will be held from 
1-4 p.m.. From 1:30-2:30 p.m. a Hand Bell Concert 
with Hans Betancourth and students will fill the air with 
Holiday Spirit.

Steve Charette’s Magic Strolling Entertainment will 
be on hand as well as children’s craft activities, visit 
with Santa and his elves, food truck on site and more. 
Saturday and Sunday the festival will be held at the 
Rutland Library.  

Pioneer Valley Brass to perform Dec. 7
HUBBARDSTON – A free 

public program of holiday 
music by the Pioneer Valley 
Brass Quintet will be presented 
Saturday, Dec. 7 at 5:30 p.m. 
at the Federated Church of 
Hubbardston, on the Common, 
extending a 30 plus year histo-
ry of a Christmas performance 
here..  

The program is the 810th 
s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  F i r s t 
Universalist Parish of North 
Dana, funded by a trust set 
up almost one hundred years 
ago before the town of North 
Dana was flooded to con-
struct the Quabbin Reservoir. 
Sisters Catherine Mason and 
Mary Hale started a trust fund 
to ensure that the memory of 
the First Universalist Parish 
of North Dana would contin-
ue. Several descendants of the 
Parish have kept the Parish 
alive, with a small group meet-
ing annually or as needed to 
conduct the business of the 
Parish. Sunday’s service is num-
ber 809in the series of memorial 
vesper programs.

The Pioneer Valley Brass, 
founded by Cedric and Jeri 
Bannister, is composed of talent-
ed area musicians and has been 
providing music to the North 
Quabbin area since the 1970’s. 
Current members include Dick 
Tandy and Steve Babineau on 
trumpet, Tabitha Greenlees on 
horn, Dana Tandy on trombone 
and Susan Lemei on tuba.

Music for Saturdays pro-
gram will include “Carol of the 
Bells arranged by Price, “Let 
All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent/ 
Tantum Ergo” arranged by 
Price, “The Christmas Hymn” 
by Grant, “When Santa Got 

Stuck Up the Chimney” by 
Grafton, “Sleigh Ride” by 
Anderson, “Still, Still, Still” 
arranged by Marlatt, “Mozart’s 
Sle igh Ride”  by Mozar t , 
“Wassail” arranged by Snell, 
“Santa’s Sleigh Ride” by North. 
“Secret Agent Sugar Plum” 
arranged by Greenlees, “Troika” 
by Prokofiev, “Let it Snow” 
arranged by Frackenpohl, “Deck 
the Hall” arranged by Marlatt 
and “It’s Beginning to Look a 
Lot Like Christmas” arranged 
by Tandy. The program is 
always subject to change.

Several services through-

out the year are presented 
throughout the North Quabbin 
area as memorial tributes to 
the First Universalist Parish 
of North Dana. Other services 
this month include Sunday, 
Dec. 15 at 4 p.mm. at the 
Unitarian Universalist Church 
in Winchendon; Saturday, Dec. 
21 at 4 p.m. at the Orthodox 
Congregational Church of 
Petersham; Sunday Dec. 22 at 
4 p.m. at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in Greenfield and The 
Pioneer Valley Brass will be 
providing music for all of these 
programs.

Submitted photo

Pioneer Valley Brass members Steve Babineau, Tabitha 
Greenlees, Susan Lemei, Dana Tandy and Dick Tandy 
will be performing a free public concert of holiday 
music at the Federated Church of Hubbardston,  on the 
Common Saturday, Dec. 7 at 5:30 p.m. sponsored by the 
First Universalist Parish of North Dana, in memory of that 
church, which was forced to leave North Dana for the cre-
ation of the Quabbin Reservoir nearly 100 years ago.

Holiday Festival and tree 
lighting this Sunday

NEW BRAINTREE – The New Braintree Holiday 
Festival will be held on Sunday, Dec. 1 from 4:30-6:30 
p.m. at 20 Memorial Drive.

There will be activities, wagon rides, hot chocolate, 
tree lighting, visit with Santa, an open house at the 
Historical Society and more. 

Annual Stuff a Cruiser 
toy drive is Dec. 8

HARDWICK – The South Barre Rod and Gun 
Club, 2626 Barre Road (Route 32), will host the annu-
al Stuff a Cruiser event to benefit the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Department’s Christmas for Kids 
Program on Sunday, Dec. 8 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

This event helps give kids in the Hardwick and 
New Braintree communities a wonderful Christmas 
holiday. 

East Brookfield fatal fire under investigation
EAST BROOKFIELD – 

A house fire on West Main 
Street claimed the life of a res-
ident early Oct. 31 morning, 
said East Brookfield Fire Chief 
David Messier, East Brookfield 
Police Chief Joseph Lazarick, 
State Fire Marshal Jon Davine, 
and Worcester County District 
Attorney Joseph D. Early, Jr. 

“On behalf  of  the East 
Brookfield Fire Department, I 
want to offer our condolences to 
the man’s family,” said Messier 
in a press release. “This is a very 
sad day for them and the commu-
nity.”

The East Brookfield Fire 
Department and East Brookfield 
Police were dispatched to 234 
West Main St. at about 3:35 that 
morning after 9-1-1 calls report-
ing a structure fire with flames 
through the roof. Firefighters 
observed smoke and flames on 
arrival and struck a second alarm. 
The first company on scene 
immediately made entry to attack 
the fire and locate a resident they 
believed to be inside. That resi-
dent, an adult who used a wheel-
chair, was located and removed 
from the home; sadly, he had suf-
fered fatal injuries. The Office of 
the Chief Medical Examiner will 
determine the cause and manner 
of his death and conduct a formal 
identification process. 

The fire grew quickly, and 
the single-family home was 
soon fully involved. Firefighters 

knocked down the bulk of the 
fire in about 20 minutes, but the 
structure will be a total loss. 

The origin and cause of the 
fire remain under investiga-
tion by the East Brookfield Fire 
Department, East Brookfield 
Police Department, District 7 
fire investigators, State Police 
fire investigators assigned to the 
State Fire Marshal’s office, and 
State Police Detectives assigned 
to the Worcester County District 
Attorney’s office. They are sup-
ported by the Department of Fire 
Services’ Code Compliance & 

Enforcement Unit. 
“The exact cause of the fire is 

still under investigation, but we 
didn’t find any working smoke 
alarms at the scene,” said Davine. 
“Please, take a few minutes today 
to be sure you and your loved 
ones are protected by working 
smoke alarms on every level of 
your home.”

The fire departments of 
Spencer, North Brookfield, 
Brookfield, and West Brookfield 
provided mutual aid at the scene. 
The Charlton Fire Department 
provided station coverage.

Submitted Photo

An Oct. 31 house fire that claimed the life of an East 
Brookfield resident is under investigation.

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Barre Gazette
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5 years (Dec. 5, 2019)
It looks like it will be a white 

Christmas in Barre this year. Lots of 
snow fell the beginning of the week 
to add a special touch to Christmas 
in Barre this Saturday, Dec. 7. 
“This is something we never antic-
ipated and w will just have to let it 
play out and do the best we can on 
Saturday. We have Kids Christmas 
Obstacle Course and Horse Drawn 
Wagon Rides and now are not 
sure if those can still happen,” 
said Sandy Hood, a member of the 
Christmas in Barre Committee. She 
said, “The 14 yers we’ve been doing 
this we’ve never had a major snow 
storm before Christmas in Barre 
Day.”

The South Barre Road and Gun 
Club along with the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Department are 
holding a stuff a cruiser toy drive 
Saturday, Dec. 7 from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. at the South Barre Rod and 
Gun Club, located at the Barre/
Hardwick line. The members of the 
club held a spaghetti dinner fund-
raiser for this event, which raised 
over $1,200 to purchase toys to 
make this as successful as possible.

It may be a blessing or a curse, 
however for three out the last four 
years Quabbin Middle School 
teacher, Evan Barringer, has reigned 
supreme with his title as the cham-
pion of the No Shave November 
challenge. This is the fourth year,” 
said Barringer of this contest. “I 
have done it all of the years and this 
is my third time winning. I proudly 
have the trophy in my classroom 
displayed.”

10 years (Dec. 4, 2014)
Barre Selectmen held two differ-

ent dog hearings on Monday night. 
The first hearing involved two dogs 
that resided out of state, but were 
vising the Allen family on Kendall 
Street. The visitor was caring for 
dogs whose owner was in a rehab 
hospital. Phyllis Dwelly of South 
Street was walking her elderly 
Beagle on a leash on Kendall Street 
when a bulldog and a Mastiff came 
from the Allen home and attacked 
her dog. Dwelly received several 
bites on her hand as she tried to 
ward of the dogs. Her dog man-
aged to slip his collar and for its 
home on nearby South Street. 
The dogs pursued her dog home. 
A passerby let her dog in a side 
door. Neighbors also came to her 
aid. Dwelly required stitches and 
had to have a drain inserted in her 
leg. Animal Control Officer Laura 
Pease recommended that since the 
attack was unprovoked and vicious 
that the dogs be deemed a nuisance 
and never be allowed in town again. 
Selectmen approved the ACO’s rec-
ommendation.

O a k h a m  H i g h w a y 
Superintendent C. Kevin Currier 
recommended Harold 
Black of Oakham to fill 
a full-time vacancy to his 
department. Currier said 
Black was the only can-
didate, who had all the 
required licenses.  Currier 
received four applicants, 
one from Barre, one from 
Hardwick and one from 
North Brookfield and 
Black from Oakham.

This Saturday, Dec. 
6 Christmas in Barre, an 
event with a long-stand-
ing tradition in Barre. 
Volunteers are the back-

bone of the popular activity. 
Originally, decorating Barre for 
the Christmas holiday fell to the 
Christmas Decorating Committee 
that dates back to  the 1980s or 
earlier. For many years the Barre 
Dispatchers formed a volunteer core 
that decorated the town commons. 

25 years (Dec. 2, 1999)
O a k h a m  S e l e c t m e n  L e o 

McCaffrey and Robert Leary made 
two appointments at the Monday 
night meeting. Selectman Clayton 
Rice was unable to attend the meet-
ing. The Board appointed Joseph 
Sansoucy of Oakham as Building 
Inspector and Zoning Enforcement 
Officer. Sansoucy presently does 
not hold certification, but he is will-
ing to go for licensing. He replaces 
Ralph Dwelly, who resigned from 
the position. Selectmen appointed 
Raymond Duffy of Oakham as tree 
warden until the May election.

Barre Selectmen gave per-
mission for the Barre Commons 
Advisory Committee to go ahead 
with the first implementation of the 
Barre Commons project at a meet-
ing held last month. Sarah Dyer, 
Chairman of the Barre Commons 
Advisory Committee, said by start-
ing to do something it will encour-
age the project and give the town 
and the committee momentum. She 

said the town has about $31,000 
to spend on this project, $15,000 
from a grant and $16,000 fro the 
town. To meet the specifications of 
the Department of Environmental 
Management grant, the $15,000 
must be spent by June 30, 2000.

A Senior Center building is 
needed in Barre according to a town 
committee studying such a project. 
Selectman Charles Chase, who was 
the Selectman representative on the 
committee, said the committee met 
several times, conducted a survey 
and met with Bill Scanlon of the 
Central Massachusetts Regional 
Planning committee. “The conclu-
sion is that we need a facility for 
our seniors,” Chase said at a recent 
Selectmen’s meeting. “The nutrition 
site at Post 2 is just not adequate.”

38 years (Dec. 4, 1986)
Passage of a $325 million prison 

construction and renovation bill by 
the Massachusetts Senate Monday 
included an amendment offered 
by Senator Robert D. Wetmore of 
Barre, which would make it very 
difficult, in not impossible to place 
500-bed medium security prison in 
New Braintree. Senator Wetmore 
said that his amendment was not 
designed to stop any prison, but 

Opinion

In Past Pages

File photo

Police Chief James Thompson holds a check 
for $5,005.98, the proceeds from the boxing 
match held Nov. 4 to benefit the Michael J. Ryder 
Scholarship Fund at Quabbin Regional High 
School on March 7, 1995.

LOOK BACK
Michael J. Ryder Scholarship Fund -1995

Pied-bill grebe
A  B r i m f i e l d 

resident, who fre-
q u e n t l y  e m a i l s 
about bird sight-
ing saw a pied bill 
grebe in Warren on 
Nov. 6.

The pied-bi l l 
grebe is about 12 
inches long. It is 
stocky and brown 
with a short stout 
bill .  During the 
summer months, 
the grebe has a black ring around a white bill with a 
black chin. In winter the bill either shows a faint ring 
or no ring at all and the chin is light.

This grebe feeds by diving underwater and catching 
fish, aquatic insects, frogs and crayfish. The pied-bill 
grebe is one of the earliest migrant grebes to return 
and often arrives on ponds before the ice is all melted. 
They summer on lakes and ponds and winter in shel-
tered saltwater bays. 

The female lays six to seven bluish green eggs in 
a platform nest of decaying vegetation, attached to 
growing vegetation in shallow water. In territorial 
skirmishes, males come together and tilt their heads up 
while calling. Parents may do a distraction display of 
flapping their wings between dives when their young 
are in danger. Their white rear feathers may be flashed 
when alarmed. 

During breeding, calls are a “cow cow cow cow 
cow,” a loud “keck keck” in alarm and a softer “cuk 
cuk cuk.” The grebe generally remains quiet in winter. 

Wild turkeys
I continue to see either one to three Tom turkeys 

or larger flocks of hens in my travels around Central 
Massachusetts. Although wild turkeys are now a com-
mon site, I never tire of spotting them. 

Low flying geese
A few days a low flying flock of geese flew over 

my yard just above tree top level. They honked as they 
went. I assume they landed in one of the beaver ponds 
near my home.

Birds at feeders
I put out shelled peanuts and sunflower mix seeds 

in the morning in my tray feeders. I have black-capped 
chickadees, tufted titmice, white breasted nuthatches, 
an occasional downy woodpecker, mourning doves 
and squawking blue jays.

I have not put out suet cakes yet as I want to be sure 
the black bears are hibernating. Last year, I bought a 
new suet holder for this winter. I don’t want to put it 
out to early in case a bear shows up and walks off with 
it. Somewhere in the woods around my home, there 
must be a large pile of suet feeders taken by bears. If I 
was lucky enough to find them, I think most would be 
smashed and unusable.

Common raven
I continue to hear the common raven and some-

times see them flying overhead. They are much larger 
than the crow and make a low gronking sound. 

Mass Audubon bird sightings
Cape Cod weekly wildlife sightings are sponsored 

by the Bird Watchers General Store in Orleans and 
Mass Audubon’s Wellfleet Bay Wildlife Sanctuary. 
The following sightings were reported between Nov. 
13 and Nov. 19. Cape Cod’s second-ever record of a 
spotted towhee was found at the Provincetown Airport 
on Nov. 16. A very rare pine grosbeak, two white-
winged crossbills and a late prairie warbler were also 
seen there. A snowy owl was seen in Provincetown. 
Along Race Point Road a western tanager and two 
evening grosbeaks were seen.

Birds from Race Point in Provincetown this week 
included a pacific loon, 400 long-tailed ducks, 1,300 
white-winged scoters, 1,500 red-breasted mergansers, 
500 sanderlings, 400 dunlin, five Pomarine jaegers, 
1,080 razorbills, a common murre, two dovekies, 85 
black-legged kittiwakes, 70 Cory’s shearwater, 215 
great shearwaters, four sooty shearwaters, two Manx 
shearwaters, 3,200 northern gannets, two Lapland 
longspurs and 24 snow buntings.

People may report a bird sighting or bird related 
experience by calling me at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.
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When should my wife 
claim Social Security 
benefits?

 
Dear Rusty 
I turned 64 in July and my wife turned 62 in 

August. My wife has not worked for approximately 
15 years ,but does qualify for Social Security on her 
prior work record. My wife is having some physical 
issues and would like to not return to work. Since she 
is eligible to collect Social Security, that would be an 
option to provide additional income, so she doesn’t 
have to work. My question is how would it affect her 
future SS spousal benefits based on my record if she 
begins collecting her own benefit now? I plan to work 
until at least my full retirement age, 67 and maybe 
longer, but plan to start collecting SS at 67 even if I 
continue working. 

Signed: Working Husband 
 
Dear Working
If your wife has the required 40 SS quarter credits, 

she is eligible to collect reduced retirement benefits at 
62 for that needed extra income, but her age 62 benefit 
will be about 70% of what it would be if she waited 
until her SS Full Retirement Age to claim. That reduc-
tion would, in turn, carry over to her spousal benefit 
when you eventually claim your SS benefit. 

Here’s why:  Your wife’s spousal amount when you 
claim will be a combination of her own SS retirement 
benefit, plus an auxiliary amount, a “spousal boost” 
that she is entitled to as your spouse. At age 62, her 
own benefit will be cut by 30% and she can collect 
that reduced amount until you claim, at which point 
her spousal boost will be added to make her benefit 
equal her spousal entitlement. So, her total benefit 
as your spouse when you claim will consist of her 
reduced age 62 amount, plus an additional amount as 
your spouse.   

If you claim at 67, your wife will be about two 
years short of her own FRA, which means that her 
spousal boost amount will also be reduced for early 
claiming. That reduced spousal boost will be added 
to her already reduced age 62 SS retirement benefit, 
which will make her total benefit less than 50% of 
your FRA benefit amount.   

So, your wife claiming her own reduced SS retire-
ment benefit at 62 also means her spousal benefit 
amount will be affected and taking her spousal boost 
before her FRA means that the boost amount will also 
be reduced for early claiming. The only way your 
wife can get the full 50% of your FRA entitlement is 
to wait until she reaches her own FRA, 67,  to claim 
Social Security benefits.   

Having said all of that, if your wife’s physical 
issues suggest that she claims her benefits early and 
she is comfortable with the smaller benefit she will 
get, then that may be the right choice. For reference, 
the reduction to your wife’s spousal boost amount, if 
you claim at your FRA, will be about 17%, and that 
reduced spousal boost will be added to her reduced 
age 62 SS retirement amount. The end benefit for your 
wife, if you claim at age 67, will likely be about 42% 
of your FRA entitlement instead of 50%.  

FYI, you can further delay your own SS retirement 
benefit, up to age 70, for a higher benefit yourself, but 
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Election letters to the editor welcome
The Barre Gazette welcomes readers to participate in this year’s election campaigns by writing letters to the 

editor for publication on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local residents endorsing candidates on the 
ballot or discussing campaign issues should be sent to the Barre Gazette care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to edowner@turley.com. Please include a daytime telephone 
number for verifi cation purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must be received by noon Monday to be considered 
for that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No letters written by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters received is larger than the space available in the newspaper, or if the 
letters become repetitive, the newspaper reserves the right to print a representative sample. No endorsement letters 
will be printed in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor at 413-283-8393.
Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the newspaper plans to print stories about contested races for Congress, state 
Senate, state House, district attorney and Governor’s Council during the weeks leading up to the election, as well as 
a question-and-answer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political press releases will be 
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in the Barre Gazette.

See PAST PAGES, page 5
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Some welcomed rain came and saturated  the 
ground, but we also got some chilly weather.  

I spent Sunday taking out some Christmas deco-
rations and putting away more fall things. I have a 
gingerbread theme in my kitchen so I took out most 
of those. I won’t put the tree up until the middle of 
December. 

Each time I go down cellar I bring up a box of 
decorations. I did do the dining room table with the 
Christmas runner and a wooden trencher full of artifi-
cial greens, cones and a red candle. 

I will put the up the Old Sturbridge Village collec-
tion on the sofa table at the landing of the stairs as that 
is a tradition.  

I got this recipe from my friend Nancy from New 
Hampshire. It sounded like something I would make 
for the Christmas buffet.

SPECIAL CREAMED CORN
1/3 cup butter
1/3 cup flour
1 cup heavy whipping cream
1 cup whole milk
2 tablespoons sugar
1/2 teaspoon salt
5 cups frozen corn, thawed
1/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese
In a saucepan, melt butter over medium heat. Stir in 

flour until smooth. Gradually add cream, milk, sugar 
and salt, stirring all the while. Bring to a boil and stir 
at a slow boil for two minutes. Add corn, heat through. 
Transfer to an ungreased 1- 1/2 quart broiler-proof 
dish. Sprinkle with Parmesan cheese. Broil 5 inches 
from heat for 3-5 minutes, until lightly browned and 
bubbly.

This and That
By the time most of you are reading this, you would 

of had a nice Thanksgiving dinner with a family or 
friends. Once Thanksgiving is over it seems Christmas 
comes up very fast. Have you started your Christmas 
shopping? It is always a challenge for me to pick out 
gifts for the family. One daughter is very good about 
giving me a list of what her family would like.  

We also have a Yankee Swap of a ten dollar gift so 
I have to think of two gifts to bring for that. Then there 
is the decision of what to bring for the meal.  

I have been watercoloring my Christmas cards and 
I usually put a family letter in each. This year I will 
include a family picture we took at Ken’s birthday 
party for those relatives, who have not visited lately.

Another chore I have been doing is picking over our 
clothes. Ken has put on a little too much weight around 
the middle so I have decided to give away the too small 
clothes. Things seem to accumulate so I have decided I 
need to downsize. 

I’m putting away the warm weather clothes and 
taking out the winter clothes. I finally got the garage 
arranged so I can put the vehicle in for the winter 
months. I have to remember to fold the side mirrors 
back so it will fit in the one car garage. Then I need to 
remember to fold them out again when I drive the car. 
Someone told me the new modern cars mirrors fold in 
when the vehicle is stopped. Ours do not.  

Another chore I plan to do is shred some old 
receipts. Why do we need to keep them? 

I had a nice visit from a friend and she picked up 
several containers of gift items to sell at the Senior 
Center Christmas fair.  

I was not able to attend the Thanksgiving Market 
at the Williamsville Chapel on Sunday, but I hope the 
Historical Society had a good sale. The members work 
hard to keep up the Williamsville Chapel. Several mem-
bers are working  at the museum to catalog things on the 
computer.  Anyone having donations for the museum 
may contact Joyce Green. Items related to Hubbardston 
are always welcomed  Quite often displays of special 
interest are showcased in cases at the Chapel.  

I keep up the scrapbooks of items from the news-
papers for each year and they are kept in the museum 
for later research. The last history book was written 
by searching many of the articles.  There have been 
two Hubbardston History books one of 1880 and one 
of 1963. There is also two Hubbardston Illustrators. 
Maybe a new one is needed now.  

Have a good week and keep warm.  

Serenity Hill Sampler
by Jane McCauley

PAST PAGES, 
continued from page 4

SENIOR CENTER,
continued from page 1

seven months ago and has enjoyed her role strong-
ly. O’Brien feels the participation and events that 
have been going on at the Senior Center have real-
ly “ramped up” as the community has reconnected 
during the 20th anniversary celebration. 

O’Brien said the experience at the Senior Center 
has been great with everyone working great together, 
seniors are having fun with their activities, and every-
one is always collaborating. O’Brien and the Senior 
Center are appreciative of the continuous support 
from town officials and Council on Aging board. 

To highlight the special occasion, the Senior 
Center displayed certificates and vintage newspaper 
articles highlighting the history of the Senior Center 
over the last 20 years. What many of the seniors 
enjoyed reviewing were all the photographs and 
portfolios of all the memories formed at the Barre/
Hardwick Senior Center.

Many of the seniors were scrolling through all the 
binders to find some old friends and family members. 
The two pool tables were covered up for a display of 
all the highlights and events that have occurred at the 
Senior Center or highlights of members of the Senior 
Center and the two communities. 

One of the group 
photos was a group of 
the Barre Golden Age 
Chorus back in the 
early 1980s. There was 
also a newspaper article 
on Bill Robinson going 
skiing in Barre. 

A n o t h e r  a r t i c l e 
featured in one of the 
b inders  was  about 
the Council on Aging 
sponsoring the walking 
club. This club featured 
seniors taking walks at 
Quabbin Regional High 
School. 

Nov. 19, 2004, was 
the grand opening of 
the Barre/Hardwick 
Senior Center and it 
was only appropriate 
for the center to host 
its 20th anniversary on 
the very day in 2024. 
Twenty years later the 
Barre/Hardwick Senior 
Center is going strong 
and has a lot in store 
moving forward. 

The Senior Center is 
getting ready to host its 

Thanksgiving meal on Nov. 26 and there will also be 
a Christmas party on Dec. 3. 

The Barre/Hardwick Senior Center provides ser-
vices to senior citizens from the towns of Barre and 
Hardwick. Recently, the Senior Center has added a 
new health & wellness room.  

The Barre/Hardwick Senior Center is located at 
557 South Barre Road in Barre. The senior center can 
be contacted by calling 978-355-5004 or emailing 
coa@townofbarre.com. 

Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas, 

FORFOR  
FREE! FREE! 

Mail to: 
Turley Publications 

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2024. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 23-27, 2024.

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Monday, December 16, 2024

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Scarlett LegaseyScarlett Legasey
January 25, 2023

Parents:  Thomas & Jessica Legasey, Rutland
Grandparents:  Donald & MaryAnn Dunbar, Ware

Thomas & Sharon Legasey, Spencer

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

LOOKING FOR A FUN NIGHT OUT?LOOKING FOR A FUN NIGHT OUT?
• COVER CHARGE SPECIAL •

Every Friday & Saturday Night 6-11pm
Unlimited Bowling, Shoe Rental & Pool

$18.00 per person
Snack Bar, Beer, Wine Arcade Games

199 North Brookfield Rd., East Brookfield
(508) 867-6629 • www.bogeylanes.com

FUN FOR EVERYONE!FUN FOR EVERYONE!

would require a siting procedure, 
which would insure that require-
ments of sewage and sold waste 
disposal, an adequate highway sys-
tem and water supply in any com-
munity selected would be met.

A packed house of Petersham 
voters turned down the pro-
posal of the Ralph C. 
Mahar School Building 
Committee to be partners 
in a $32 million bond 
issue for rebuilding and 
improvement. As a mem-
ber of the school district 
since its inception in 
1947, Petersham had to 
vote in favor, as did the 
other three towns, to give 
the go ahead. Wendall and 
New Salem had previously 
voted to approve the bond. 
Orange, voting later than 
Petersham, declined, feel-
ing that the considerable 
jump in taxes was unsup-

portable in an area considered low 
in industry and business.

The Barre winter parking ban 
goes into effect with the first snow/
ice storm until March 15 or later, 
according to town officials. During 
storms there will be no all night 
parking on the following streets 
and areas: Exchange Street, Elm 
Street, Union Street, Kendall 
Street, South Street, Pleasant 

Street, Grove Street, James Street, 
Winter Street, Broad Street, High 
Street, Common Street from the 
corner of Common and South 
Streets to the corner of Common 
Street and Route 122, the west side 
of the roadway only.

and properties in its ecotourism 
mapping. 

“The trails that are on East 
Quabbin Land Trust properties are 
a key component of that, so the 
town is promoting the use of the 
trails and of course the rail trail,” 
she said. 

Henshaw said the land trust 
worked with the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs to create the language for 
liability which was also reviewed 
by town counsel.

She said the landowner that is 
donating this land has a deadline 
of Dec. 31 in order to qualify for 
the state’s Conservation Tax Credit 
program. This donation, along with 
two others that are being reviewed 
by EEA, would be added to existing 
land trust properties if accepted by 
the Select Board. 

“All of these are being donated 
by the landowner to promote con-
servation within the community,” 
she said. 

She said the land trust has 
worked closely with the town’s 
Conservation Commission in pre-
paring these conservation restric-
tions.

Conservation Commission Chair 

Bill Zinni talked about his commis-
sion’s role in this process and the 
benefits open space brings to the 
community, promoting hiking, bik-
ing, fishing and hunting. He said the 
town currently holds seven conser-
vation restrictions.

“I would like to see the benefi-
cial aspects of these lands credited,” 
he said. 

Select Board Vice Chair Eric 
Vollheim made a motion to sign the 
amended conservation restriction, 
which was not seconded. 

Resident Bill Cole questioned 
why the amended conservation 
restriction would place tighter lim-
itations on how the land was uti-
lized versus the other conservation 
restrictions. The amended conserva-
tion restriction prevents the place-
ment of solar panels on the land for 
agricultural use.

Tinker said by allowing agro-
tourism on conservation restricted 
land, the land trust is getting an 
“unfair advantage” over taxpayers.

“They’re not paying property 
taxes; they’re not contributing,” he 
said. 

Resident Erik Fleming ques-
tioned why the board was prohibit-
ing the acceptance of the amended 
conservation restriction after the 
land trust worked to resolve the 
board’s concerns about language in 

the agreement.
“They’ve done what you’ve 

asked them to do, and now you’re 
not acknowledging them through a 
vote,” he said. 

Vollheim said he would make 
another motion to accept the con-
servation restriction and Kemp said 
she didn’t feel he should, as he 
had potential financial gain from 
another conservation restriction that 
was anticipated to come before the 
board in the future.

“I don’t have any financial gain 
about this conservation restriction,” 
Vollheim said. “I’ve stayed away 
from this conversation, but I have 
an interest in the town.”

He questioned if he would need 
to resign from his seat on the Select 
Board in order for conservation 
restrictions to be accepted going 
forward.

“I’m in a brutal situation here,” 
Vollheim said. 

Resident Jerry Reilly said he 
agreed with Fleming about the land 
trust having addressed the board’s 
concerns.

“You’ve had your objections 
withdrawn,” he said. “So why can’t 
you vote on it?”

Vollheim made his motion again 
and Tinker seconded it. The vote 
passed with Vollheim and Kemp in 
favor and Tinker opposing.

PATRILL HOLLOW, 
continued from page 1

July 1, 2025.
License renewals

The Select Board approved the 
renewal of alcohol licenses for 
15 Exchange Inc.; Wholesome 
Farmers Market; Barre Post 2 
Building Association, Inc.; Pie 
Town LLC and Harman’s Herb 
Farm. They approved a motor 
vehicle class I renewal for Higgins 
Energy Alternative, Inc. and 
renewals of Class II for White 
Valley Motors, Inc. and Motor 
Specialties. 

Other license renewals were 
victualer inn for Barre Center for 
Buddhist Studies and Jenkins Inn 
Restaurant and common victualer 
license renewals for 15 Exchange, 
Inc.; Apple Green New England; 
Wholesome Farmers Market; 
Pie Town LLC and Hartman’s 
Herb Farm. Pie Town LLC and 
Hartman’s Herb Farm also renewed 
entertainment licenses.

Other business
The Select Board approved the 

appointment of Robert Kane to the 
Open Space Committee. Select 
Board Vice Chair John Dixson said 
members the committee would 
become operational when a majori-

ty membership was reached; mem-
bers are still needed. 

They also approved the wage 
authorization for Jayson Cole as 
a Department of Public Works 
truck driver/laborer at $25.31 per 
hour.

The board voted to go into 
executive session citing MGL 30A 
§ 21(A) “To discuss strategy with 
respect to collective bargaining or 
litigation if an open meeting may 
have a detrimental effect on the 
bargaining or litigating position of 
the public body and the chair so 
declares” for Fire Union and DPW 
Union.

BARRE, 
continued from page 1

This photograph showed the Barre Golden Age 
Chorus from 1980-1982.

The Barre/Hardwick Senior Center had 
binders of photos and articles highlighting 
all the many years of events and memories 
that many seniors today remember. 

A story of Bill Robinson hitting the ski 
slopes in Barre. 

The 20th anniversary party had a spectacular turnout as guests enjoyed cupcakes and light 
refreshments.

Photos and memories were displayed during the Senior Center’s 20th anniversary celebration.

Senior Center celebrates 20th anniversary 
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THURSDAY, NOV. 28
HOLDEN TURKEY TROT will take place 

Thanksgiving morning from Seven Saws Brewery, 112 
Industrial Drive, in Holden with a start time of 8 a.m. 
This is a family friend run, walk or wobble. Strollers 
are allowed as well as dogs on leashes. The fees is $35 
through Wednesday, Nov. 27 and $40 the day of the 
race. Last year there were over 1,200 participants. Food 
insecurity is a serious issue, affecting millions globally, 
including right here in the community. In Haiti, nearly 
half the population, 4.4 million people, needs immedi-
ate food assistance. This year, in addition to support-
ing the Be Like Brit Foundation’s work in Haiti, the 
Holden Turkey Trot will again help local food pantries 
like St. John’s Food for the Poor, Rutland Food Pantry 
and Wachusett Food Pantry.The 5K race will start 
and end at Seven Saws Brewery. For more informa-
tion, people may visit https://runsignup.com/Race/MA/
Holden/HoldenTurkeyTrot.

SATURDAY, NOV. 30
CHRISTMAS TREE AND WREATH SALE will 

take place at Dismas Farm, 687 Lincoln Road, Oakham 
today; Sunday, Dec. 1;Saturday, Dec. 7 and Sunday, 
Dec. 8 from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. There will be homemade 
Christmas crafts, cookies, cocoa and hayrides.

SATURDAY, NOV. 30
NO. 4 SCHOOLHOUSE WINTER RAFFLE 

will be at the Christmas in Barre Craft Fair today at 
Quabbin Regional High School, 400 South St., Barre 
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. and at the No. 4 Schoolhouse 
Christmas Party on Sunday, Dec. 15 at the school-
house, 209 Farrington Road, Barre. Raffle items 
include gift cards and certificates from local business-
es, gift baskets, handmade items, lottery tree, a three 
hour cruise for two, Old Sturbridge Village admission 
for four and more. One hundred percent of proceeds 
go directly to No.4 Schoolhouse. Proceeds are used 
to maintain the schoolhouse and grounds and to con-
tinue functioning as a community club bringing qual-
ity events and programs. Tickets are one for $5, five 
for $10 and ten for $20. Sales will run now through 
Monday, Dec 16. Drawing will be Tuesday, Dec 17. 
Winners will be contacted by phone that day. Winners 
may pick up prizes on Dec 17 at the No. 4 Schoolhouse 
Dessert Social from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Donations of an 
item, craft or money helps support this non-profit orga-
nization.

SUNDAY, DEC. 1
HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE will be held today 

from 4:30-6:30 p.m. in conjunction with the New 
Braintree Historical Society and the New Braintree 
Revitalization Committee. at the Historical Society 
Museum (1939 Grade School Building), 10 Utley 
Road. There will be seasonal refreshments and an 
opportunity to view recent displays. Santa’s Elf will 
have a gift from under the Christmas Tree for children 
10 years and younger. At Town Hall, 20 Memorial 
Drive at 5:30 p.m. there will be crafts and movies for 
the children.The New Braintree Library will offer 
cocoa and cookies, family photo opts, Letters to Santa 

and a book sale from 4:40-6:30 p.m. This event will be 
held regardless of the weather. Families and all ages 
are welcome. For more information, people may visit 
newbraintreehistoricalsociety.org for more information.

FREE CHRISTMAS CONCERT by the Weir River 
Jazz Band will be held today at 2 p.m. in the Stone 
Church Cultural Center, 283 Main St., Gilbertville.

FRIDAY, DEC. 6
S M A L L  W O R K S  A N D  H O L I D AY 

MARKETPLACE by members of the Princeton Arts 
Society will be held today from 6-8 p.m.;, Saturday, 
Dec. 7 and Sunday, Dec. 8 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. and 
Friday, Dec 13 from 6-8 p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 14 and 
Sunday, Dec. 15 from 10 a.m.-4 p..m. at Princeton 
Senior and Community Center, 206 Worcester Road, 
Princeton. The marketplace features fine, artisan 
made items such as jewelry, cards, prints, ornaments, 
fabric items, original books, bags, ceramics, wood-
working and more. The Princeton Arts Society is a 
nonprofit organization promoting the arts in Central 
Massachusetts through programs, events and shows. 

24TH ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF TREES spon-
sored by the  Rutland Historical Society today through 
Sunday, Dec. 8 at the Rutland Public Library, 280 Main 
St. Kicking off the event, today from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
will be a concert featuring Booty and the Jett at Lilac 
Hedge Farm, 216 Wachusett St. There will be food 
available, fire pits and S’mores to be made. Tickets 
are $5 for adults, $20 for a family and free for children 
under 5. Tickets will be available at the door or by call-
ing or texting Ben at 774-535-1295 or email, rutland-
mafot1@gmail.com to reserve a ticket. Saturday, Dec. 

7 from 4-8 p.m., there will be activities for all to enjoy  
including decorated trees, gingerbread houses, a basket 
drawing, visit with Santa and his elves, Santa’s Sweet 
Shoppe, S’mores, hot cocoa, food provided by the Boy 
Scouts, holiday music and more. At 5 p.m. the CTMS 
Chorus will perform at the library. At 6 p.m. gather 
in the Congregational Church for holiday music and 
a reading of names in remembrance and celebration 
of loved ones. At 6:30 p.m. the Annual Tree Lighting 
ceremony will take place on the Town Common imme-
diately followed by a Fantastic Fireworks display. On 
Sunday, Dec. 8, the festival will be held from 1-4 p.m.. 
From 1:30-2:30 p.m. a Hand Bell Concert with Hans 
Betancourth and students will fill the air with Holiday 
Spirit. Steve Charette’s Magic Strolling Entertainment 
will be on hand as well as children’s craft activities, 
visit with Santa and his elves, food truck on site and 
more. 

SATURDAY, DEC. 7
CHRISTMAS IN BARRE will be held today on 

and around the Barre Common. Highlights include 
the second annual festival of trees and craft fair on 
Friday, Dec. 6 and today at the Barre Town Hall, 2 
Exchange St., Barre, the Santa parade today with a 
visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus and many other activi-
ties throughout the day.

WOMAN’S FELLOWSHIP HOLIDAY FAIR 
will be held today from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at Barre 
Congregational church, 30 Park St., Barre. There will 
be basket raffles, baked goods and candy table, ven-
dors, greens table and luncheon to include homemade 
corn chowder, finger sandwiches, homemade apple 
crisp and hot drinks. 

HOLIDAY FAIR for St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
will be held today from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at St. Joseph’s 

Church, 29 South St., Barre.
GINGERBREAD FAIR sponsored by the 

First Parish Unitarian Church, on the Common, 
Hubbardston will be held today from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
There will be spices, candy, home baked goods, crafts, 
knitting, quilt raffle, cord of word raffle, fresh laurel 
wreaths and evergreen baskets.

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS COOKIE SALE AND 
GIFT TABLES will take place today from 8:30 a.m.-1 
p.m. at Mt. Zion Masonic Lodge, 71 Pleasant St. spon-
sored by Cradle Rock Chapter of Eastern Star. Cookies 
are sold $8 per pound.

SHRED DAY hosted by the Barre Board of Health 
is open to Barre town offices, residents  and town 
businesses and will be held today from 10 a.m.-noon 
in the parking lot of the Henry Woods Building, 40 
West St., Barre. The event is free; there is a limit of two 
banker boxes (24×12x10) per household or business. 
For further information, people may call the Board 
of Health at 978-355-2504, extension 117 or email 
boardofhealth@townofbarre.com.

SUNDAY, DEC. 8
HOLIDAY CONCERT TICKETS. The 215th 

Army Band of the MA Army National Guard pres-
ents their annual free holiday concert at Symphony 
Hall, 34 Court St., Springfield on Sunday, Dec. 8 at 
2 p.m. Admission is free with ticket. Tickets avail-
able at Pride Convenience Stores; One Financial 
Plaza, 1350 Main St., Springfield (weekdays 8 a.m.-
6 p.m.; Springfield Visitors Center, 1319 Main St., 
Springfield; or send a self-addressed stamped envelop 
to Spirit of Springfield, 1350 Main St., Springfield, 
Suite 1004, Springfield, MA 01103. Ticket holders 
seated first.  

3 2 N D  A N N UA L  W H I T E  C H R I S T M A S 
CELEBRATION will take place today from 10 a.m.-
6 pm. In the town of West Brookfield. People will be 
able to tour historic town, stroll the downtown district,  
explore local businesses and open houses, decorate 
gingerbread houses in the Great Hall and meet Santa 
for a quick picture, as well dropping off those letters 
headed directly to the North Pole. There will be horse 
drawn carriage rides throughout the day as well as 
shopping with dozens of vendors set up throughout 
town. A puppet show, an elf hunt and ice carvings are 
sure to keep everyone’s spirits high. There will be 
plenty for the entire family to come and enjoy. If 
people are lucky, they may just see Father Christmas 
strolling the streets and greeting visitors in town. At 
the close the day is West Brookfield’s annual tradition 
of gathering around the largest evergreen in town, 
located on the town common, while it illuminates for 
the first time this holiday season. This is a free event 
brought to the public by local businesses and town 
supporters. Maps of town open houses and vendors 
can be picked up in various local business, by visiting 
the Facebook page at “32nd Annual White Christmas 
in West Brookfield” or by emailing: whitechristmas-
wb@gmail.com. 

MONDAY, DEC. 9
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY UNIT 2 

MEETING will take place today at 7 p.m. in American 
Legion Post 2, 450 South Barre Road, Barre. 

Calendar of Events
Where is 

this?

Turley Publications Photo by Ellenor Downer

We hope this holiday
finds you surrounded

by those you
love and hold dear.

Thank you for giving us so 
much to be grateful for this
holiday season and all year;

we appreciate your
loyal support.

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8393
www.barregazette.turley.com
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This week’s mystery photo is 
from Rutland. If any read-
ers know where this photo 
was taken, they may email 
edowner@turley.com or call 
the Barre Gazette at 413-967-
3505, extension 100 with their 
answer by noon on Monday, 
Dec. 2. The names of those that 
correctly guessed the location 
will appear in the following 
edition. Peggy Civilik, Stephan 
Craven, Evelyn Luukko, Bill 
Bowles, Doreen Elliot and 
Philip Warbasse and Cheryl 
Paul correctly identified the 
photo. The photo last week was 
of the Town Hall, Main Street, 
Petersham.

Gustafson’s resignation from the Capital Improvement 
Planning Committee. His position, along with two 
alternate positions, will be posted and interested res-
idents can submit letters of interest to seek appoint-
ments.

FY 26 budgeting calendar
The board approved a draft letter detailing the fiscal 

year 2026 budgeting calendar to be sent to all town 
departments. 

Tree removal bids
Morgan said he received three bids for tree removal 

on the Water Department property. The low bid for the 
project was from Jim Rust and will be paid from avail-
able American Rescue Plan Act funds. 

NORTH BROOKFIELD,
continued from page 1
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 Deep playoff run for Quabbin ends in quarterfinals

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE—After falling behind 
early in a non-playoff loss at 
Marlborough High School six 
days earlier, Quabbin football 
coach Wayne Page certainly didn’t 
want to see a repeat performance 
in the final home game of the sea-
son.

The Panthers, who built a 24-0 
halftime lead, coasted to a 48-20 
victory over the North Middlesex 
Patriots in another non-playoff 
game held at Alumni Field, last 
Thursday night.

“We didn’t start out very 
well in last week’s game at 
Marlborough and they took it to 
us,” Page said. “We really want-
ed to start a lot faster in tonight’s 
game. We took control of the 
game early in the first quarter, and 
we never took our foot off the gas 
until late in the fourth quarter.”

It was the first meeting on the 
gridiron between the two teams 
since the Panthers squeaked out 
a 40-35 road victory during the 
2016 season.

Last Thursday’s home win 
improved the Panthers season 
record to 7-3, which tied the 2016 
squad for the most wins in the his-
tory of the football program.

“These kids have worked very 
hard, and they deserve to have 
this record,” Page said. “I’m very 
proud of them.” 

Quabbin senior Bryce Venne 
set the tone by returning the 
game’s opening kickoff to the 
Patriots 14-yard line. 

Following two short runs by 
senior Luke Salvadore and junior 
Chase Talbot, senior quarterback 
Jaxon Warburton called his own 
number in the huddle. He scram-
bled 11 yards up the middle into 
the end zone less than two min-
utes into the opening quarter. 

Salvadore made the score 8-0 
by scoring another rushing touch-

down on the two-point conversion 
play. 

The Panthers offense got the 
ball right back when Venne recov-
ered a fumble on a lateral pass at 
the Patriots 36.

Eleven plays later, Salvadore 

plowed his way into the endzone 
on a fourth and goal play from the 
two with 3:33 left in the opening 
quarter. Warburton also ran into 
the endzone on the conversion 
play. 

Quabbin entered the second 
stanza holding a 16-0 lead.   

Fo l lowing  ano ther  fum-
ble recovery by senior Ryan 
Wreschinsky, Talbot scored the 
Panthers third rushing touchdown 
of the game following a 68-yard 
scamper with 11:29 remaining in 
the first half. 

Salvadore scored again on the 
conversion play.

The Patriots offense did move 
the ball down to the Panthers six-
yard line before back-to-back 
15-yard personal foul penalties 
pushed them back 30 yards. That 
drive ended following a 34-yard 
missed field goal.

After Quabbin was forced 
to punt for the first time, Talbot 
intercepted a pass, and he returned 
it about 20 yards to the Panthers 
38.

The home team failed to score 
during that series, and they held a 
24-0 halftime lead.

The visitors from Townsend 
did get on the scoreboard when 
senior John Kelley returned the 
second half kickoff 70 yards down 
the left sideline for a touchdown.

Any hopes that the Patriots 
might have had about making a 
comeback didn’t last very long. 

With 9:30 remaining in the 
third quarter, the Panthers took a 
32-6 lead when Salvadore sprinted 
into the endzone on a 29-yard run. 
Warburton scored on the conver-
sion play.

Then Quabbin junior Wes 
Sanderson intercepted a pass and 
returned it 25 yards for his team’s 
fifth touchdown of the game. He 

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Ellie Poulin fights to stay in possession.
Audrey Niles tries to make her way 
up the field.

UXBRIDGE – On Saturday, Nov. 9, 
the Quabbin Regional High School field 
hockey team traveled to Uxbridge for 
the quarterfinals of the Division 4 state 
tournament. Unfortunately, the Panthers 
were facing the defending three-time 
state champions. Uxbridge didn’t disap-
point, winning a 6-0 decision on a sun-
splashed morning on their high school 
turf. Quabbin’s season finished with an 
overall record of 10-9-2.

Maria Hamm passes up the field

Veanna Salvadore attempts to clear the ball away.

Offense scores big in Week 10 
win over North Middlesex

Pioneers 
fall to South 

Hadley
SOUTH HADLEY – In non-

playoff action for Week 10, 
South Hadley football defeated 
Pathfinder 27-9. The Pioneers 
would actually score first with 
an Anthony Arventos 15-yard 
run. In between that score and a 
safety in the third quarter, South 
Hadley scored 27 points. Julius 
Hebenth had two touchdown runs 
for the Tigers. Chase Pecia and 
Lincoln Belsky also had scores. 
South Hadley faced Holyoke on 
Thanksgiving while Pathfinder 
hosted Belchertown.

Anthony Arventos scrambles 
around looking for an open 
teammate.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Tyler Rondeau heads on a run.
Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Jaxon Warburton shovels a pass to Wes Sanderson.

Brandyn Wilson makes a block for the Pioneers.

Jarrett Skowyra heads toward 
the sideline while carrying the 
ball.

Jacob Kokoski goes for a tackle.

Luke Salvadore attempts a 
run for the Panthers.

The offensive line blocks for Quabbin. See PANTHERS, page 9
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BARRE – Quabbin Panther 
Pride was in evidence as eight 
individuals and two state finalist 
teams were inducted into the tenth 
Quabbin Athletic Hall of Fame on 
Saturday night Nov. 9, in impres-
sive ceremonies at the Hardwick 
Country Club in Gilbertville. 

A record attendance of more 
than 130 heard the heartfelt 
speeches which recalled some of 
the glory days of the regional high 
school which first opened in 1967. 
Hall of Fame chairperson Ted 
Gumula, former Quabbin teach-
er, dean of students and athletic 
director, was master of ceremo-
nies. He led the assemblage in the 
Pledge of Allegiance as well as for 
a moment of silence in memory of 
past Quabbin hall of famers, who 
have passed on. 

In addition, Hall of Fame alum-
ni in attendance and introduced 
were Dennis Davis ’74, Mike 
Richard ’74, Joe Sinkewicz ’74, 
Joe Orszulak ’80, Bob Richard ’81, 
Wendi (Woodward) Grazzini ’86, 
Todd Stewart ’96 and Coach Paul 
Cilley. Special recognition was 
also given to Quabbin varsity field 
hockey coach Shelly Zalneraitis, 
who recently posted her 400th 
career victory.

Gumula also introduced the 
inductee presenters who award-
ed each honoree with a handsome 
plaque highlighting their careers.

Memories of special teammates, 

influential coaches and teachers, 
support from parents and a proud 
sports-minded community were the 
dominant themes which resonated 
in speeches offered by the induct-
ees.

The inductees were:
Rick Wine (Class of 1977) - An 

exceptional three-sport all-star and 
leader on the soccer, basketball and 
baseball teams, he would go on 
to play all three sports at Thomas 
College where he was Athlete of 
the Year as a senior. Rick later 
served as a JV basketball coach 
and varsity assistant at Quabbin 
from 1981-85. Over the past sev-
eral decades he’s been a tremen-
dous benefactor to Quabbin athlet-
ic teams and student athletes with 
unparalleled contributions to team 
sponsorships and many scholar-
ships.

Ann Marie (Midura) Kilpatrick 
- A five-year member of varsity 
field hockey and basketball teams 
and a four-year varsity softball 
player. She led the field hock-
ey team in scoring three straight 
years scoring over 40 goals, was 
two-time team captain, Wachusett 
League All-Star and team most 
valuable player. In basketball, she 
was leading scorer and voted MVP 
her senior year. On the softball dia-
mond she played second base and 
later shortstop, consistently among 
the team’s top hitters. In the 1985 
state finals run she had a .531 bat-

ting average, leading the team with 
25 RBI and ten stolen bases.

Melissa (Staiti) Leslie (Class of 
2000) - the best pole vaulter and 
high jumper in school history and 
team MVP in indoor and outdoor 
track during her sophomore, junior 
and senior years. She was a mul-
tiple league All-Star in outdoor 
track, as well as MVP and league 
all-star of the field hockey team. 
She twice captured the league 
championship in the pole vault, 
competing in the New England 
meet. She was also the district high 
jump champion setting the district 
record as a junior. In addition, she 
was chosen to play in the Best of 
60 Senior Field Hockey All-Star 
game. 

Hadley Adams (Class of 2004) - 
the first female athlete in Quabbin 
history to receive an athletic schol-
arship to a Division 1 college at 
Boston University. As a senior 
captain she was the Central Mass. 
Division 1 Player of the Year, 
led the team in scoring and was 
selected Mid-Wach League MVP. 
A National Field Hockey Coaches 
Association All-American in 2002 
and 2003, she competed in the U.S. 
Field Hockey Futures National 
tournament. She also set the indoor 
track record in the 55-meter dash 
(7.5 seconds) and also played on 
the basketball and golf teams.

Bobby Mitus (Class of 2004) 
- One of the winningest golf-

ers in Quabbin history, he led the 
2003 Panthers to the Division 1 
Central Mass. championship – the 
only title in school history. Over a 
four-year varsity career, he posted 
a 71-5 individual record as well 
as being medalist 21 times. A 
four-time Mid-Wach League All-
Star, team MVP all four years and 
Mid-Wach MVP his senior year. 
He was Division 1 medalist in the 
Central Mass. tournament in 2003 
and competed in the state tourna-
ment three times, finishing second 
during his senior year.

Ethan Dickson (Class of 2007) 
- from Quabbin’s large stable of 
state wrestling champions, he 
was a two-time sectional champi-
on, a four-time sectional finalist, 
as well as a four-time Mid-Wach 
League All-Star. He captured the 
state championship his senior 
year, where he was also named 
the Division 2 State Most Valuable 
Wrestler. He achieved automatic 
induction into the Massachusetts 
State Wrestling Hall of Fame in 
2012. 

Kyla Dickson (Class of 2009) 
- A four-year member of the var-
sity field hockey team consistent-
ly among the teams high scorers. 
She concluded her career with 53 
goals, 36 assists and 89 points, lead 
her team to a league championship 
each year. She was selected team 
Rookie of the Year as a freshman 
and was a three-time Mid-Wach 

All-Star. Selected captain and team 
MVP as a junior and senior, named 
the Mid-Wach League MVP as 
a senior and also the Division 1 
Player of the Year in 2008. In addi-
tion, she was named the Best of 60 
Senior All-Star team.  

Christian Horton (Class of 
2012) - A four-year starter on the 
boys varsity basketball team, he 
was the sixth Panther player to 
achieve the coveted 1,000-point 
club finishing with 1,208 points 
– good for fourth all-time. He 
was twice named a Mid-Wach B 
All-Star and a Mass. Basketball 
Coaches Association All-Star. In 
helping to lead the Panthers to the 
2012 Clark Tournament champi-
onship, he was Clark Tournament 
MVP and was a member of three 
Quabbin teams that advanced to the 
district tournament, including the 
district title game in 2012. 

The 1973 State Finalist Baseball 
Team – In coach Mike Dymon’s 
second varsity season this team 
became Quabbin’s first to make 
it to a state title game. They won 
a school-record 18 consecutive 
games, were undefeated Wachusett 
League champions and finished 
with a 19-1 regular season record; 
22-2 overall. Over the course of the 
season, Quabbin posted eight shut-
outs and outscored their opponents, 
133-24. They came within one run 
of winning the 1973 Division 2 
State title, suffering a heartbreak-

ing 1-0 loss in the championship 
game to Lynn Tech. 

Members of the team attending 
the induction were Al Gray, Mike 
Tomasello, Joe Sinkewicz and 
Joe Sinkewicz, along with coach 
Dymon’s widow Ute and daughter 
Rachel.

The 1985 State Finalist Softball 
Team - The third softball team in 
Quabbin history to win a District 
III championship, and the only one 
to advance to a state championship 
game coming within one run of 
winning the 1985 Massachusetts 
Division 2 State championship. 
Under coach Paul Cilley the team 
posted a 22-2 record, began the 
season with a school-record 16 
straight wins, and won four that 
season by shutout. Over the course 
of the season, the Panthers out-
scored their opponents, 460-83, 
averaging an incredible 19.1 runs 
per game.

Members of the team attend-
ing the induction were Jamie 
(Messier) Farrell, Cindy (Alger) 
Colon, Charissa (Femino) Brown, 
Paula (Bellofatto) Bolger, Ann 
Mar ie  (Midura)  Ki lpa t r ick , 
Ke l l i anne  (Shea)  Iacaboni , 
Wendi (Woodward) Grazzini, 
Janis Barringer, Carol (Orszulak) 
DeAngelis, head coach Paul Cilley 
and assistant coach Mike Richard. 

The next induction is being 
planned for 2026.

MIAA seeks to throw out judge’s decision
Minnechaug,
Monson unaffected 
by appeals

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

Minnechaug Regional High 
School and Monson High School 
filed injunctions at the beginning 
of the month with the Hampden 
Court Superior Court.

The schools were appealing a 
ruling from the MIAA that forced 
the schools to take forfeits for 

Western Mass. tournament games 
because of a procedural issue that 
was not followed by Minnechaug, 
Monson, Pathfinder Regional, and 
several other schools in the region.

According to information sent 
by the MIAA to member schools, 
they were supposed to input games 
to their schedule on the Arbiter 
website used to track results and 
formulate tournament data.

Those games, which were 
not yet known due to the how 
the schedule is structured, were 
simply supposed to feature the 
school and opponents TBA (to be 

announced). Those fillers in the 
schedule would eventually be 
filled with Western Mass. tourna-
ment games, or nonplayoff games 
if teams did not qualify.

Those filler games were sup-
posed to be on team schedules 
by mid-September. Because the 
procedure was not followed, the 
MIAA imposed forfeits on the 
schools that did not follow the 
rule. Under the MIAA’s ruling, 
Minnechaug and Monson, which 
had soccer teams in the Western 
Mass. tournaments, would have 
to take losses affecting their 

standing for the state tournament. 
If the schools won, they were 
still able to advance in the tour-
naments. Monson girls soccer 
reached the Western Mass. finals. 
Pathfinder boys soccer did as well. 
Minnechaug girls soccer made it 
to the semifinals.

An injunction was filed by 
Monson and Minnechaug, seeking 
to not have the athletes punished 
for an administrative issue. Judge 
Tracy Duncan granted the injunc-
tion, and both schools had their 
forfeits changed to whatever their 
actual results were.

Minnechaug boys soccer ben-
efited the most from the change, 
securing the No. 5 seed in the 
Division 2 state tournament. 
The changes had the ability to 
affect schools such as Agawam, 
Ludlow, Holyoke, and Chicopee 
Comprehensive in Division 2. 
Monson’s injunction affect-
ed seedings for schools such as 
Granby, Quaboag, Palmer, and 
Pathfinder.

Pathfinder did not appeal to 
a court, and was defeated on the 
road in the first round of the tour-
nament.

The injunctions also led to 
delays in the state tournament 
starting in the case of field hockey 
and girls volleyball.

Northampton and Pioneer 
Valley Regional also won injunc-
tions, though the MIAA is appeal-
ing those rulings. They are appeal-
ing despite the fact the tourna-
ments have already concluded. 
The MIAA is not commenting on 
the court cases.

No schools from Western 
Massachusetts made it to the state 
finals in boys soccer, girls soccer, 
or field hockey.

Quabbin inducts tenth Athletic Hall of Fame class

Members of the 1985 Quabbin State Finalists softball team 
inducted into the Quabbin Athletic Hall of Fame are front 
from left, Jamie (Messier) Farrell, Janis Barringer, Wendi 
(Woodward) Grazzini, Paula (Bellofatto) Bolger and Chrissy 
(Femino) Brown and back row, Assistant Coach Mike Richard, 
Kellianne (Shea) Iacaboni, Head Coach Paul Cilley, Ann Marie 
(Midura) Kilpatrick and Carol (Orszulak) DeAngelis.

Quabbin Hall of Fame inductees are front row, Kyla Dickson, 
Hadley Adams, Ann Marie (Midura) Kilpatrick, Melissa (Staiti) 
Leslie and back row, Ethan Dickson, Bobby Mitus, Rick Wine 
and Christian Horton.

Submitted photos

Members of the 1973 Quabbin State Finalists baseball 
team inducted into the Quabbin Athletic Hall of Fame. Joe 
Sinkewicz, Alan Gray, Mike Tomasello, Gerard Spinney.

Hayston Hay leaves his mark
Hayston Hay, an eighth grad-

er at Quabbin Regional Middle/
High School, competed at the 
Massachuset ts  Interscholas t ic 
Athlet ic  Associat ion Meet  of 
Champions on Saturday, Nov. 16.  

Hay, who competed for both the 
middle and high school teams, had 
a very busy fall. While competing 
on the middle school team, He won 
three out of four dual meets for the 
Panthers and broke the middle school 
course record at Quabbin.  

He also won the Central MA 
Middle School XC Invitational 
and finished fifth place at the 14th 
Massachusetts Middle School XC 
Invitational. While competing in 
dual meets on the varsity team, Hay 
was consistently one of Quabbin’s 
top three finishers.  At the MIAA 
Division 3 Championship, he was 
Quabbin’s top finisher, running a 
season’s best 17:42.48 on the 3.1 
mile course. This performance 
allowed him to punch his ticket to 
the MIAA Meet of Champions a 
week later. Submitted photo

REMEMBER TO SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL SPORTS TEAMS
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Church News
Local pastor offers sermon

Thanksgiving Thoughts

Happy Thanksgiving. May the 
Lord bless you as we enter the hol-
iday season! Since thanksgiving is 
a topic that permeates the whole of 
the Word, I thought it might be of 
benefit to consider the following 
principles: 

1) Thanksgiving is an Action to 
be Practiced

Thanksgiving is defined as “the 
expression of gratitude; the act of 
showing appreciation; the activity 
of recognizing one who has shown 
particular generosity. Thus, it is a 
deed that we undertake in the midst 
of life and living. Let us strive to 
fulfill this biblical call.

Psalm 100 (NIV)
1 Shout for joy to the Lord, all 

the earth.
2 Worship the Lord with glad-

ness; come before him with joyful 
songs.

3 Know that the Lord is God.
  It is he who made us, and we 

are his; we are his people, the sheep 
of his pasture.

4 Enter his gates with thanksgiv-
ing  and his courts with praise;  give 
thanks to him and praise his name.

5 For the Lord is good and his 
love endures forever;  his faithful-
ness continues through all genera-
tions.

2) Thanksgiving is a Mindset to 
be Developed

Thanksgiving is also an attitude 
that we are to cultivate in Christ. 
As Charles E. Jefferson penned: 
“Gratitude is born in hearts that 
take time to count up past mercies.” 
Thus, it would seem that a thankful 
heart is born of purposeful reflec-
tion. When was the last time you 
considered the manifold mercies 
of God or reveled in the benefit of 
being His? Let us consider:

Psalm 103:1-5
1 Praise the Lord, my soul;   all 

my inmost being, praise his holy 
name.

2 Praise the Lord, my soul,  and 
forget not all his benefits-

3 who forgives all your sins  and 
heals all your diseases,

4 who redeems your life from 
the pit  and crowns you with love 
and compassion,

5 who satisfies your desires with 
good things so that your youth is 
renewed like the eagle’s.

3) Thanksgiving is a Lifestyle to 
be Adopted

It is not fitting to limit the 
expression of our gratitude to one 
day or season of the year. Rather, 
thanksgiving should be a lifestyle. 
Give ear to this scriptural selection: 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray con-

tinually, 18 give thanks in all cir-
cumstances; for this is God’s will 
for you in Christ Jesus.

You may be thinking, “Pastor, 

how can I be expected to offer 
thanks in ‘all circumstances’ when 
you do not know what I have 
been through?” You are correct-I 
do not know what it is like to be 
you in 2024. I do know, howev-
er, that short-term affliction does 
not diminish the enduring grace and 
goodness of God: 

1 Chronicles 16:34
34 Give thanks to the Lord, for 

he is good;  his love endures for-
ever.

Let go of bitter resentment and 
complaint as you look to the per-
son, power and promises of Christ. 
Since He does not change (Heb. 
13:8) you have every reason to offer 
thanks, even in the midst of the 
most adverse of afflictions. If your 
lifestyle is not characterized by a 
spirit of thanksgiving, avail yourself 
of this opportunity to adjust your 
spiritual trajectory.

Thank you for taking the time to 
read this publication. Should you 
have any comments or questions, 
feel free to contact me at your lei-
sure using the information below. 

Also, feel free to check us out 
online at www.NewLifeBarre.org or 
visit us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
We hope to see you soon.

Pastor James Foley
New Life Assembly of God
60 Main St. South Barre
jamesfoley@newlifebarre.org
978-355-6407
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also caught a shuttle pass on the 
two-point play for another TD. 

“We probably don’t  win 
tonight’s game without the turn-
overs. I thought the defense 
played an awesome game,” Page 
said. “Coach (Mike) Besaw did a 
very good job of putting together 
a very good defensive game plan.”

While Besaw is the Panthers 
defensive coordinator, Page, who 
was a quarterback at Grafton High 
School, calls the offensive plays.     

Another key defensive play-
er for Quabbin is senior Cole 
Wilson, who has made more 
than 80 tackles this season which 
broke the team record.

Late in the third quarter, 
North Middlesex sophomore QB 
Colin Taylor completed a 3-yard 
touchdown pass to senior Brady 
Reardon. The duo hooked up 
again for another touchdown late 
in the fourth quarter.

Quabbin’s final touchdown of 
the game was a 34-yard run by 
Warburton with 7:27 left in regu-
lation.

Because the Panthers were 
leading by 34 points at the point, 
the scoreboard clock was kept 
running the rest of the game.

The Panthers will be look-
ing to break the school record 
for wins in a season when they 
travel to Gardner High School on 
Thanksgiving morning. 

BARRE – Arthur R. Brooks,79, 
of Barre, passed away peacefully at 
home on Monday, Nov. 11, 2024. 

He was born in Spencer, the 
son of the late Romeo and Beatrice 
(Madelle) Brooks. 

Arthur is survived by his loving 
wife of 58 years, Gloria (Salvadore) 
Brooks; a daughter, Teresa Brooks 
Benoit and her husband Paul 
Spaziante of Northborough; twp 
sons, Joseph Brooks and his wife 
Nicole Brooks of Rutland and  
Darrin Brooks of Petersham. He 
was the beloved grandfather of his 
eight grandchildren: Luke Benoit, 
Sierra Spaziante, Nicole Spaziante, 
Aidan Brooks, Addison Brooks, 
Riley Brooks, Carson Brooks,\ and 
Logan Brooks. He also leaves his 
two sisters, Eleanor Lucier and 
Shirley Graveline, as well as many 
nieces and nephews. He was prede-
ceased by his sister, Patricia Larson 
and his brother, Dennis Brooks.

Arthur proudly served as a ser-
geant in the United States Marine 
Reserves for eight years and was a 
member of St. Thomas-A-Becket 
Catholic Church. He enjoyed a 
long career as a steel worker before 
he retired from Wyman Gordon 
Company in Grafton.

In his retirement, Arthur trans-
formed his passion for boat build-
ing into a successful business, 
founding Barre Boats, which he 
personally handcrafted. He was a 
past member of the Montachusett 
Regional Vocational Technical 
School Committee. He was a  life-
time member of the South Barre 

Rod and Gun 
Club, an active 
member of the 
D e m o c r a t i c 
T o w n 
Committee of 
Barre and a 
former pres-
ident  of  the 

Barre Community Improvement 
Association.

Arthur was an avid fisherman, 
sharing his love of the sport with 
his grandchildren by teaching them 
to fish the local streams and rivers 
as well as the deep sea. He intro-
duced them to the thrill of strip-
er fishing in the Merrimack River. 
Arthur’s greatest joy was spending 
time with his grandchildren. 

Known affectionately as “Pepe,” 
he taught them to play cribbage 
and enjoyed many highly compet-
itive and spirited evenings playing 
with them. Wherever his grand-
children were is where he wanted 
to be, whether it was traveling to 
the islands, Disney World, cele-
brating holidays, birthdays or sim-
ply having a coffee together. He 
sat through countless dance com-
petitions, band concerts, baseball, 
basketball, soccer and volleyball 
games. His life was guided by his 
profound love for his wife, his chil-
dren and grandchildren.

He was a kind, loving, loyal, 
generous and good-hearted man 
who loved to laugh and “make 
memories” as he would say and 
found joy in reliving them through 
his captivating stories always filled 

with laughter. He believed in hon-
esty and doing what was right and 
embodied and championed the val-
ues of forgiveness and kindness. 
Above all, he loved his family 
fiercely and treasured togetherness, 
finding his happiest moments sur-
rounded by his family and those he 
loved.

Arthur’s memory will be a last-
ing blessing to all who knew him. 
He leaves behind a family, who will 
honor his legacy and continue his 
traditions and cherish his stories 
and his wish for them to love one 
another.

Friends and family were invited 
to attend calling hours on Friday, 
Nov. 15, 2024 from 3-7 p.m. in 
Pillsbury Funeral Home, 96 South 
Barre Road, Barre. The funeral was 
held on Saturday with a Mass at 
11 a.m. in St. Thomas A Becket 
Church, Vernon Avenue, South 
Barre. Burial followed in the parish 
cemetery. Pillsbury Funeral Home, 
Barre is directing arrangements.

Arthur R. Brooks, 79

Christine “Tina” Watson, 73
OAKHAM –  Christine “Tina” 

Watson, 73, of East Hill Rd East 
in Oakham, passed away peaceful-
ly at home on Saturday, Nov. 16, 
2024.

She leaves her husband of 47 
years, Neil Watson; two sons, 
Travis Watson and Jeremy Watson; 

four grandchildren; a brother, 
Ronald Masulla; nieces and neph-
ews.

Tina was born in Concord and 
was raised in Maynard before 
moving to Oakham in 1985. She 
enjoyed animals and working at 
Wachusett Mountain with their ski 

school.
 A memorial Mass will be held 

on Monday, Dec. 2 at 11 a.m. 
in St Thomas A Becket Church, 
Vernon Avenue, South Barre. 
Arrangements are under the care of 
Pillsbury Funeral Home, 96 South 
Barre Road Barre.                                       

Sports
T-Birds, Blues, announce

long-term extension
SPRINGFIELD – Last month, 

the Springfield Thunderbirds 
and St. Louis Blues announced 
the extension of their affiliation 
agreement through the end of the 
2030-31 season. The deal further 
solidifies the long-term future of 
the American Hockey League in 
Springfield, one of the league’s 
charter cities.

“We are thrilled to contin-
ue our richly rewarding long-
term partnership with the St. 
Louis Blues,” said Thunderbirds 
President Nathan Costa. “The 
Blues and Thunderbirds share 
similar core values regarding 
player and staff development and 
maintaining a deep commitment 
to their communities. Our collab-
oration has enabled us to grow 
our franchise both on the ice and 
throughout the region. We cannot 
wait to see the next generation 
of Blues stars hone their talents 
in Springfield in front of the best 
fans in the AHL.”

In the first three seasons as 
the Blues’ AHL affiliates, the 
Thunderbirds have experienced 
tremendous success on and off 
the ice. In 2022, the team cap-
tured the Richard F. Canning 
Trophy as Eastern Conference 
Champions, reaching the Calder 
Cup Finals for the first time in 
club history. The T-Birds received 
the AHL President’s Award as 
Team of the Year that same year. 

“On behalf of our local own-
ership group, we are proud 
to announce an extension of 
our affiliation agreement with 
the St. Louis Blues. I want to 
thank Blues Chairman Tom 
Stillman, General Manager Doug 
Armstrong, and the Blues staff, 
as well as our President Nate 
Costa and his team, for build-

ing a culture of cooperation 
and success that is unparalleled 
within the AHL. This agreement 
will ensure that AHL hockey 
has a home in Springfield for 
many years to come,” comment-
ed Paul Picknelly, Thunderbirds 
Managing Owner.

The club built upon their suc-
cess last season, posting a  fran-
chise-record 20 sellout games, 
including a 14-game sellout 
streak to end the campaign. 2023-
2024 also marked the T-Birds’ 
eighth consecutive season of 
attendance growth (6,321 fans per 
game).

“Firs t ,  I  want  to  thank 
S p r i n g f i e l d  T h u n d e r b i r d s 
President Nate Costa, the local 
ownership group under man-
aging partner Paul Picknelly, 
and the entire team and staff 
for their continued dedicated 
efforts and support and belief 
in our City of Springfield,” said 
Springfield Mayor Domenic J. 
Sarno. “Special thanks and appre-
ciation to the St. Louis Blues 
organization for their continued 
strong commitment to our local 
T-Birds!   Both organizations 
are class acts that share a strong 
emphasis on community and fan 
engagement and putting a quality 
product and team on the ice. 

Since the start of the partner-
ship, the Blues have also  pro-
moted several Springfield staff 
members to the parent club in 
St. Louis. Most notably,  Drew 
Bannister   became the first 
T-Birds coach to earn a promo-
tion to an NHL bench when he 
was named the Blues’ head coach 
on May 8. 

“Springfield provides a first-
class environment for players in 
the Blues organization to develop 

on and off the ice and continue 
their progress toward the NHL 
in a well-established, supportive 
market with strong, experienced 
leadership,” said Blues Assistant 
General Manager Ryan Miller. 

In addition to Bannister’s 
rise to the NHL, 26 play-
ers have skated in games for 
both the Thunderbirds and 
the Blues, including young 
stars  Jake Neighbours,  Zack 
Bolduc,  Matthew Kessel,  Joel 
H o f e r,   S c o t t  P e r u n ov i c h , 
and Zach Dean.

“This is an exciting day for 
both the St. Louis Blues and the 
Springfield Thunderbirds orga-
nizations,” said Thunderbirds 
General Manager Kevin Maxwell. 
“This agreement provides stabil-
ity for our players and staff, and 
it will continue to offer our fans 
the chance to identify with our 
prospects and follow their careers 
as they graduate onto the Blues.”

The affi l iation extension 
assures Springfield’s contin-
ued tenancy in the American 
Hockey League, which dates back 
to  1936. The City of Firsts has 
had an active AHL franchise on 
the ice every season since 1954.

“The city of Springfield 
has been a cornerstone of the 
American Hockey League for 
more than 80 years,” said AHL 
President and Chief Executive 
Officer Scott Howson. “Hockey 
in Springfield has experienced a 
renaissance since the arrival of 
the Thunderbirds. Stability with 
an NHL affiliate is very important 
for AHL clubs, and we’re pleased 
that Springfield’s partnership with 
the St. Louis Blues will contin-
ue to bring excitement and enter-
tainment to the fans of Western 
Massachusetts.”

draft of the map.
“By the end of December, we 

will have this map completed,” 
Haight said.

One thing that came up during 
phase one was whether or not 
trails that pass through private 
property should be included on the 
story map, including the Dougal 
Range, also known as the Bugle. 

Haight said at this time, indig-
enous people’s sites have not been 
included on the story map due to 
the lack of data.

“We don’t have enough good 
information at this point,” Haight 
said. “When we do updates…it 
think that’s an issue that maybe the 
town would like to acknowledge.”

She said the story map will 
be updated each year, and will 
include listings for local busi-
nesses. Active schools, including 
Hardwick Elementary School and 
Eagle Hill School, will not be 
included on the map due to safety 
and security measures. 

Haight said there are also a lot 
of private residences that are of 
historic significance to the town, 
that could possibly be included on 
the map.

Special election date
A special election to vote on 

the debt exclusion for the pur-
chase of a new firetruck will be 
held on Saturday, Jan. 18, 2025, 
with polling hours from noon-
6 p.m. at Hardwick Elementary 
School, 76 School House Drive, 
Gilbertville. 

Recognition of citizen
The board presented Jacob 

Stukuls with a certificate of appre-
ciation for this dedicated service 
to the town and his work at the 
Hardwick Recycling Center.

“On behalf of the town of 
Hardwick, do we present this ges-
ture of gratitude with great admi-
ration,” Kemp read from the cer-
tificate.

Appointment
The board appointed George 

Barroso to the position of work-
ing foreman on the Highway 
Department. 

MVP grant
Vollheim said he and Town 

Administrator Justine Caggiano 
are applying for a Municipal 
Vulnerability Preparedness grant 
in order to hire a grant writer and 
to install air conditioning and solar 
panels at Hardwick Elementary 
School, which is also the town’s 
emergency shelter.

He said expressions of interest 
have been accepted by the MVP 
grant program and they will know 
more about the application process 
in the spring. 

Holiday events
The Police Department will 

hold a toy drive on Sunday, Dec. 
8 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at the South 
Barre Rod & Gun Club, and 
Christmas on the Common will 
be held the same day, starting at 3 
p.m. with a parade from Korzec’s 
farm on Barre Road to the com-
mon.

Poinsettias
Kemp thanked everyone who 

has donated to purchase poinset-
tias to be delivered to the town’s 
senior citizens. 

HARDWICK,
continued from page 1

PANTHERS,
continued from page 7

that would also mean your wife 
would need to wait longer to get 
her spousal boost. You could also 
wait to claim your SS until your 
wife reaches age 67, her FRA, 
which would give you a higher 
personal amount and also ensure 
your wife gets her maximum 
spousal boost (but her total will 
still be less than 50% of yours 
because she claimed her own SS 
retirement benefit at 62). When 
to claim Social Security depends 
on financial need and life expec-
tancy. If a long life expectancy 
is anticipated, waiting longer to 

claim is often the best move. But 
financial need always trumps 
waiting longer.  

The  Assoc ia t ion  Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other gov-
ernmental entity. This article is 
intended for information purpos-
es and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National Social 
Security Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoundation.

org/programs/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell 
Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 

SOCIAL SECURITY,
continued from page 4

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Jaxon Warburton launches a 
long pass attempt.
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Sunday, Nov. 10
8:27 p.m. Suspicious Person/Vehicle 

Activity, Williamsville Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

Monday, Nov. 11
4:47 a.m. Tree Incidents (No Wires), 

Williamsville Road, Referred to Other 
Agency

9:56 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Unconscious/Unresponsive/
Syncop, Worcester Road, Report Filed

10:44 a.m.  Errat ic  Operator, 
Worcester Road, Officer/Chief Advised

1:39 p.m. Assist Other Police 
Department, Petersham, Mutual Aid 
Assist

1:52 p.m. Public Assist, South 
Street, Information Taken

2:14 p.m. Follow-Up Investigation, 
Old Coldbrook Road, Officer Took Call

2:56 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Welfare Check, North 
Brookfield Road, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

3:32 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Ruggles 
Lanes, Transported to Hospital

4:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident – 
No Fire Department/EMS Response, 
Hubbardston Road, Report Filed

7:20 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Unconscious/Unresponsive/
Syncope, Kendall Street, Transported 
to Hospital

11:43 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Unconscious/Unresponsive/
S y n c o p e ,  S o u t h  B a r r e  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, Nov. 12
12:20 p.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Sick/Unknown, West St., 
Mutual Aid Transport

1:32 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, Old 

Coldbrook Road, Information Taken
2:54 p.m. Fire – HAZMAT Incidents, 

Lawrence, Mutual Aid Assist

Wednesday, Nov. 13
2:11 a.m. Motor Vehicle – Disabled, 

Summer Street, No Action Required
10:23 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Chest Pain/Heart Problem, 
Trafalgar Square, Transported to 
Hospital

5 :04  p .m.  E r ra t i c  Opera to r, 
Exchange Street, Negative Contact

5:52 p.m. Fraud or Forgery, James 
Street, Report Filed

7:56 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Diabetic, Ruggles Lane, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

10 :13  p .m.  F i re  –  HAZMAT 
Incidents, Leominster, Investigated

10:49 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Fal ls ,  Ruggles Lane, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

Thursday, Nov. 14
6:54 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Breathing Difficulty, Stetson 
Road, Transported to Hospital

8:45 a.m. Assist Other Agency/Non-
Police, South Street, Officer Spoke to 
Party

10:22 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Worcester Road, Written Warning

10:36 a.m. Court Duty, Worcester 
District/Juvenile Court, Court Duty

10:42 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Ruggles Lane, No Fire 
Service Necessary

11 : 4 4  a . m .  F i r e  –  S m o k e 
Investigation, Campbell Street, Fire 
Extinguished

Friday, Nov. 15
9:26 a.m. Fire – Brush and Wildland 

Fires, Hunt Road, Fire Extinguished

11:53 a.m. Animal – Lost and/or Found, 
Hubbardston Road, Message Delivered

2:43 p.m. Fire – Illegal Burn, Sheldon 
Road, Referred to Other Agency

4:56 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 
Brookfield Road, Written Warning

5:46 p.m. Emergency Medical Service – 
Sick/Unknown, Hancock Road, Transported 
to Hospital

9:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 
Street, Citation Issued

Saturday, Nov. 16
9:17 a.m. Emergency Medical Service 

– Bleeding (Non-Traumatic), South Street, 
Transported to Hospital

6:03 p.m. Fire – Brush and Wildland 
Fires, Wildwood Drive, Fire Extinguished

9:20 p.m. Disturbance/Disorderly, 
Worcester Road, Peace Restored

9:25 p.m. Emergency Medical Service 
– Breathing Difficulty, Ruggles Lane, 
Transported to Hospital

SOUTH BARRE

Sunday, Nov. 10
3:09 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, Chapman 

Road, Officer/Chief Advised

Tuesday, Nov. 12
1 p.m. Harassment, Main Street, Officer 

Took Call

Friday, Nov. 15 
9:36 a.m. Fraud or Forgery, Hinkley 

Road, Message Delivered

Saturday, Nov. 16
6:02 p.m. Landlord Tenant/Neighbor 

Dispute, Peach Street, Officer Took Call

Barre Police Log

Public Safety

Sunday, Nov. 10
7:34 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Sick/Unknown, Main Street, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

9:06 a.m. ACO Lost and Found 
Wildl i fe,  Robert  Drive, Message 
Delivered

2:03 p.m. Fire – I l legal Burn, 
Prescott Street, Officer Spoke to Party

8:30 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Serv ice – Pain,  Maple Avenue, 
Transported to Hospital

9:28 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Mutual Aid Transport

Monday, Nov. 11
2:51 a.m. Assist Other Police 

Department, Templeton, Report Filed
Summons Sargent, Harold Robert 

Jr., 60, Rutland
Charges Motor Vehicle Theft, False 

Report of Witness/Juror/Police/Court 
Official, Intimidate

8:46 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pommogusse t t  Road ,  C r im ina l 
Complaint

Summons Andrews, Eric Roswell, 
23, Spencer

Charges Uninsured Motor Vehicle, 
Registration Suspended, Operating 
Motor Vehicle With, Unregistered Motor 
Vehicle

9:46 a.m. Erratic Operator, Main 
Street, Officer Spoke to Party

10:09 a.m. Illegal Dumping, Main 
Street, Report Field

11:17 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Abdominal/Back Pain, 
Spencer Road, Transported to Hospital

11:29 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle/
Parking Issues, Main Street, Officer/
Chief Advised

12:31 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Main Street, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

12:37 p.m. Property Dispute or 
Exchange, Main Street, Property 
Returned

3:12 p.m. Landlord Tenant/Neighbor 
Dispute, Finn Park Road, Officer Took 
Call

4:29 p.m. Assist Other Police 
Department, Paxton, Negative Contact

5:56 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Worcester Road, Report Filed

Tuesday, Nov. 12
7:54 a.m. Court Duty, Worcester 

District Court, Court Duty
10:42 a.m. Property Damage, 

Grizzly Drive, Report Filed
11:20 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 

Campbell Street, Message Delivered
11:45 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 

Glenwood Road, Area Search Negative
1:11 p.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Breathing Difficulty, Bushy 
Lane, Transported to Hospital

3:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 
Street, Citation Issued

Wednesday, Nov. 13
12:22 a.m. Erratic Operator, Main 

Street, Negative Contact
4:55 a.m. Fire – Structure Fires, 

Bigelow Road, Fire Extinguished
11:23 a.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 

Co l l i s i on ,  P l easan tda le  Road , 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

12:59 p.m. Disturbance/Disorderly, 
Prospect Street, Officer Spoke to Party

2:32 p.m. Court Duty, Gardner 
District Court, Court Duty

4:15 p.m. Suspicious Person/Vehicle 
Activity, Walnut Street, Unfounded

4:23 p.m. Fire – Illegal Burn, Hope 
Way, Fire Extinguished

4:31 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Trauma, Pommogussett 
Road, Transported to Hospital

5:58 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, East County Road, 
Transported to Hospital

8 p.m. Emergency Medical Service 
– Stroke (CVA), Julie Ann Circle, 
Transported to Hospital

Thursday, Nov. 14
9:30 a.m. Emergency Medical 

S e r v i c e  –  S i c k / U n k n o w n , 
Pommogussett Road, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

11 : 4 4  a . m .  F i r e  –  S m o k e 
Investigation, Campbell Street, Fire 
Extinguished

12:53 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Peters 
Avenue, Transported to Hospital

4:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pommogussett Road, Written Warning

5:08 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, East County Road, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

7:50 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Stevens Way, Message 
Delivered

Friday, Nov. 15
6:26 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Sick/Unknown, Glenwood 
Road, Ambulance Signed Refusal

6:37 a.m. Animal  – Wi ld l i fe , 
Glenwood Road, Officer Spoke to Party

7:37 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 
Street, Written Warning

8 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 
Street, Written Warning

8:05 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Bushy Lane, 
Transported to Hospital

9:26 a.m. Fire – Brush and Wildland 
Fires, Hunt Road, Fire Extinguished

10:56 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Citation Issued

11:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

11:21 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 
Street, Written Warning

11:52 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Main Street, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

12:16 p.m. Assault and Battery, 
Maple Avenue, Report Filed

12:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 
Street, Citation Issued

12:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pommogussett Road, Written Warning

1:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 
Street, Citation Issued

1:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Maple 
Avenue, Written Warning

1:52 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, Edson 
Avenue, Officer/Chief Advised

2:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Maple 
Avenue, Written Warning

2:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle – Disable, 
Main Street, Public Assist

7:17 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Miles Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Saturday, Nov. 16
9:23 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 

Street, Written Warning
10:55  a .m.  Safe ty  Concern , 

Whitehall Road, Negative Contact
11:22 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Breathing Difficulty, Michael 
Drive, Transported to Hospital

2:55 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Allergic Reaction, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

7:01 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Maple Brook Drive, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

Rutland Police Log

Sunday, Nov. 10
12:54 p.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Seizures, Lombard Road, 
Mutual Aid Transport

1:52 p.m. Suspicious Person/Vehicle 
Activity, Pitcherville Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

6:21 p.m.  Emergency Medical 
Service – Bleeding (Non-Traumatic), 
Burnshirt Road, Mutual Aid Transported

9:24 p.m.  F i re – Brush and 
Wildland Fires, Williamsville Road, Fire 
Extinguished

10:54 p.m. Unwanted Party, Gardner 
Road, Party Departed Without Incident

Monday, Nov. 11
10:35 a.m.  Landlord Tenant /

Neighbor Dispute, Barre Road, Officer 
Took Call

Noon Public Assist, Main Street, 
Report Filed

1:01 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Worcester Road, Information Given

3:11 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Gardner Road, Negative Contact

Tuesday, Nov. 12
8:33 a.m. Road/Traffic Hazard, Old 

Boston Turnpike, Referred to Other 
Agency

10:19 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Worcester Road, Message Delivered

3:09 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Main Street, Report Filed

5:46 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Halfrey Road, Officer/Chief Awarded

5:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident – 
No Fire Department/EMS Response, 
Report Filed

Wednesday, Nov. 13
4:55 a.m. Fire – Structure ires, 

Bigelow Road, Fire Extinguished

Thursday, Nov, 14
5:26 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Breathing Difficulty, Muskogee 
Street, Transported to Hospital

9:51 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Stroke (CVA), Lombard Road, 
Transported to Hospital

10:21 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Unconscious/Unresponsive/

Syncope, Healdville Road, Transported 
to Hospital

11 : 4 4  a . m .  F i r e  –  S m o k e 
Investigation, Campbell Street, Fire 
Extinguished

Friday, Nov. 15
9:09 a.m. Trespasser or Prowler, 

Williamsville Road, Report Filed
9:26 a.m. Fire – Brush and Wildland 

Fires, Hunt Road, Fire Extinguished
5:38 p.m. Erratic Operator, Main 

Street, Officer/Chief Advised
6:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle – Disabled, 

Gardner Road, No Action Required
9:23 p.m. Fraud or Forgery, Plum 

Tree Lane, Call Transferred

Saturday, Nov. 16
2:05 p.m. Erratic Operator, Gardner 

Road, Negative Contact
8:10 p.m. Suspicious Person, 

Gardner Road, Officer Spoke to Party
9:23 p.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Unconscious/Unresponsive/
Syncope, Lombard Road, Transported 
to Hospital

Hubbardston Police Log

Monday, Nov. 11
5:10 a.m. Tree Incidents (No Wires), 

Old Turnpike Road, Removed Hazard
10:41 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Worcester Road, Citation Issued
10:57 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Worcester Road, Citation Issued
11:17 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Abdominal/Back Pain, 
Spencer Road, Transported to Hospital

1:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Worcester Road, Citation Issued

2:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Old 

Turnpike Road, Written Warning
5:56 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 

Collision, Worcester Road, Report Filed

Tuesday, Nov. 12
9:18 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Old 

Turnpike Road, Written Warning
9:26 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Old 

Turnpike Road, Written Warning

Wednesday, Nov. 13
4:55 a.m. Fire – Structure Fires, 

Bigelow Road, Fire Extinguished

Thursday, Nov. 14
11 : 4 4  a . m .  F i r e  –  S m o k e 

Investigation, Campbell Street, Fire 
Extinguished

Friday, Nov. 15
9:26 a.m. Fire – Brush and Wildland 

Fires, Hunt Road, Fire Extinguished
6:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Disabled, 

Old Turnpike Road, No Action Required
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Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15

4.75” x 4”
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

4.75” x 8” 

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

9.681” x 8”
$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper
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Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill, get them 
the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions you 
have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section will 
run in your community newspapers.

Call Dan today 413.297.5886 or 413.283.8393
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Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Barre Gazette

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

HARDWICK – Judi Korzec, 
chair of the town’s Healthcare 
Task Force, updated the Select 
Board about the task force’s prog-
ress to address rural healthcare 
needs.

Korzec said the task force 
continues to grow, and that the 
Planning Board recommended 
that a member of the Master Plan 
Steering Committee be added to 
the task force.

“Which seems to make a lot 
of sense, considering you need 
healthcare in your master plan,” 
she said. 

Korzec said  the Finance 
Committee would be involved 
with the task force on an “as need-
ed” basis, rather than appointing 
one of its members. She said the 
task force is also looking to add a 
community member seat, or some-
one from one of the local church-
es.

“Having worked in this indus-
try for a long time, when we’re 

working in rural and less advan-
taged communities, it’s very help-
ful to have that,” she said.

Korzec said it is now clear that 
the Mary Lane Hospital property 
is owned by Baystate Health, and 
is not tied to the Gilbert trust. 

“That was voted on by the 
Mary Lane board; it is owned by 
Baystate,” she said.

The will of Lewis Gilbert did 
set up the zoning of the property, 
which states it “shall be healthcare 
forever more.”

Korzec said the Friends of 

Mary Lane Hospital want to 
ensure that the land is only used 
for medically related purpos-
es. She said there has been push 
back from Baystate Health, and 
the town of Ware would like to see 
some of the land used to generate 
tax income. 

She said the buildings at Mary 
Lane Hospital continue to get 
destroyed and there is little the 
town of Ware can do other than to 
ensure safety is maintained. She 
said the Fire and Building depart-
ments are working with Baystate 
Health to make sure this is taken 
care of.

“They’re trying to get an out-
side contractor for inspection, etc., 
to maintain the safety. Apparently, 
a lot of the demolition was done 
outside of what was supposed to 
be done,” Korzec said. 

Korzec  sa id  the  Gi lber t 
trust, which lists the village of 
Gilbertville, is thought to total 
around $7 million, with annu-
al dividends of about $300,000. 
She said it is not a “big dollar 
amount…but it’s something.”

Korzec said the trust was not 
used as intended by Baystate 
Health, with the disbursements 

going to its Springfield location 
rather than Mary Lane or Wing 
hospitals.

“This is going to become a big 
deal and a lawsuit,” she said.

Korzec said there are smaller 
trusts associated with Mary Lane 
Hospital, but they are not direct-
ly tied to Gilbertville, such as the 
Gilbert trust is.

Korzec said the town of Ware 
has been working with an out-
side attorney to review all of this 
information and it has been a 
slow-moving process.

Korzec said the task force 
has received the healthcare 
needs survey from Ware and the 
2022 Community Health Needs 
Assessment from Baystate Wing 
Hospital. She said the CHNA is a 
federally funded assessment that 
determines the healthcare needs of 
the communities.

“We are  c lose  to  be ing 
approved for having one for this 
area,” she said. 

Korzec said the town of 
Hardwick was not included in the 
2022 CHNA, which covered the 
towns of Ware, Palmer, Monson, 
Wilbraham, Belchertown and 
Ludlow.

“We were never even con-
sidered when these things were 
done,” she said. 

With the completion of the 
CHNA, the town will be eligible 
to apply for a number of grant 
opportunities.

Korzec said she met with the 
CEO of Point32Health, a private 
equity group that has bought out 
insurance groups such as Harvard 
Pilgrim and Tufts, in addition to 
Health New England, a subsidiary 
of Baystate Health.

“This is going to create some 
challenges for healthcare in our 
area if we don’t make sure what-
ever we design gets covered by 
their plans,” she said in terms of 
creating a rural healthcare model.

This model would require a 
3,000 square foot building to 
include a small urgent care, sat-
ellite pharmacy, triage, van and 
satellite units, emergency person-
nel, strategic placement of AEDs 
and more. Korzec said she has dis-
cussed the creation of a satellite 
pharmacy with CVS. 

“We’re building a complete 
rural model because we will not 
have a hospital to depend on,” she 
said.

Task force continues to develop healthcare model
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jew-
elry, Toys, Games, coins, ster-
ling, Glassware, Silver-plated 
items, watches, Musical in-
struments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitch-
enware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Don-
ald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

JACKIE’S 
BOOKKEEPING

 SERVICES
Call (413) 455-4020

Email: 
jmbookkeeping24@gmail.com

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
Peter’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical ser-
vices for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &     
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Licensed and insured HVAC 
Technician, 30 years experience, re-
pairs, full and 24 hour emergency ser-
vice. 413-275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 
12x16 room. Very neat, references, 
prompt service call (508)867-2550

RETIRED GUY
Will paint an average size room for 
$200. Quality work. References avail-
able. Dave 413-323-6858.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING

SNOW PLOWING
Residential, commercial 

and business. 413-388-5854

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374. 

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212.

DRIVERS
INTERSTATE BATTERIES IS 
SEEKING A DRIVER/WARE-
HOUSE for deliveries in Western 
Mass area. Qualifications include: 
clean driving record; ability to lift heavy 
weights; stable job history; good com-
munication skills; high work standards 
& strong self-organizational skills. Ap-
ply in person 8 am-5pm M-F 9am-
12pm Sat. 230 Chauncey Walk-
er Street (Rte 21) Belchertown.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTEDAUTO REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Retro World
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CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOON

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 
SALE OF REAL 

ESTATE
By virtue and in exe-

cution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by 
William C. Dupell, III, 
Tanya M. Gryszowka-
Dupel l  to  Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee 
for CitiBank, N.A., dated 
October 16, 2015 and 
recorded in the Worcester 
C o u n t y  ( Wo r c e s t e r 
District) Registry of 
Deeds in Book 54453, 
Page 120, as modified 
by a certain modification 
agreement dated May 24, 
2022, and recorded with 
said Worcester County 
(Worces ter  Dis t r ic t ) 
Registry of Deeds in 
Book 67776, Page 234, 
of which mortgage the 
undersigned is the pres-
ent holder, by assign-
ment from: Mortgage 

Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. as nomi-
nee for CitiBank, N.A. 
its successors and assigns 
to CitiMortgage, Inc., 
recorded on May 9, 2016, 
in Book No. 55296, at 
Page 345 CitiMortgage, 
I n c .  t o  M o r t g a g e 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., record-
ed on July 25, 2017, in 
Book No. 57470, at Page 
376 Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. 
to NewRez LLC d/b/a 
Shel lpoint  Mortgage 
Servicing, recorded on 
May 4, 2020, in Book No. 
62326, at Page 290 for 
breach of the conditions 
of said mortgage and for 
the purpose of foreclos-
ing, the same will be sold 
at Public Auction at 2:00 
PM on December 17, 
2024, on the mortgaged 
premises located at 1476 
Patrill  Hollow Road, 
Hardwick, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, all 

and singular the premis-
es described in said mort-
gage, 

TO WIT: A certain 
parcel of land situated on 
the northwesterly side of 
Patrill Hollow Road, in 
Hardwick, Massachusetts 
and being the lot con-
taining 4 acres shown 
on a plan entitled “Plan 
of Land in Hardwick, 
Massachusetts, Surveyed 
for Karl D. and Brenda 
L. Germain” dated March 
13, 1995, by Daniel A. 
Para, Land Surveyor, 
Inc., and being recorded 
in the Worcester District 
Registry of Deeds in Plan 
Book 692, Page 24, to 
which plan reference is 
made for a more particu-
lar description. 

The Grantee takes the 
parcel conveyed here-
under with notice and 
acknowledgement that 
the parcel conveyed is 
adjacent to the Hardwick 
Landfill which is owned 

by Hardwick Landfill, 
Inc. and although not 
being operated as a land-
fill on the date of con-
veyance, the Grantor or a 
successor in interest may 
seek permits and, if grant-
ed, operate the Landfill 
in the future. As a part of 
the consideration for this 
conveyance the Grantees 
have agreed not to object 
to the reopening of the 
Landfill in the future. This 
provision shall survive the 
delivery of the deed. 

For mortgagor’s(s’) 
title see deed recorded 
with Worcester County 
(Worces ter  Dis t r ic t ) 
Registry of Deeds in 
Book 54452, Page 210. 

These premises will be 
sold and conveyed sub-
ject to and with the ben-
efit of all rights, rights of 
way, restrictions, ease-
ments, covenants, liens 
or claims in the nature 
of liens, improvements, 
public assessments, any 

and all unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, tax liens, water and 
sewer liens and any other 
municipal assessments or 
liens or existing encum-
brances of record which 
are in force and are appli-
cable, having priority over 
said mortgage, whether 
or not reference to such 
restrictions, easements, 
improvements, liens or 
encumbrances is made in 
the deed. 

TERMS OF SALE: A 
deposit of Ten Thousand 
($10,000.00) Dollars by 
certified or bank check 
will be required to be 
paid by the purchaser at 
the time and place of sale. 
The balance is to be paid 
by certified or bank check 
at Harmon Law Offices, 
P.C., 150 California St., 
Newton, Massachusetts 
02458, or by mail to P.O. 
Box 610389, Newton 
Highlands, Massachusetts 
02461-0389, within thirty 
(30) days from the date of 

sale. Deed will be provid-
ed to purchaser for record-
ing upon receipt in full of 
the purchase price. The 
description of the premis-
es contained in said mort-
gage shall control in the 
event of an error in this 
publication. 

Other terms, if any, 
to be announced at the 
sale.

NEWREZ LLC 
D/B/A SHELLPOINT 

MORTGAGE 
SERVICING 

Present holder of said 
mortgage 

By its Attorneys,
HARMON LAW 

OFFICES, P.C. 
150 California St. 

Newton, MA 02458 
(617)558-0500 

26043
11/21, 11/28, 12/05/2024

PUBLIC AUCTION
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN PURSUANT TO 

THE PROVISIONS OF 
M.L.C. 225 SEC.39A 
T H E  F O L L OW I N G 
VEHICLES WILL BE 
SOLD ON December 
7, 2024 AT A SALE 
TO  S AT I S F Y  O U R 
G A R A G E  L I E N 
THEREON 
F O R  T O W I N G  & 
STORAGE CHARGES 
AND EXPENSES OF 
SALE AND NOTICE: 

2005 Acura RSX 
VIN: 
JH4DC54805S001701

1973 Harley Davidson 
VIN: 5A44349H3

2015 BMW 4 Series
VIN: 
WBA3T1C54FP821004

2010 Jeep Compass 
VIN: 
1J4NT4FB1AD595488

2018 Acura TLX 
VIN: 
19UUB1F32JA003496

2006 Infiniti G35  

VIN: 
JNKCV51F66M600679

2014 Toyota Camry 
4T4BF1FK3ER355803

2004 Pontiac Vibe  
VIN: 
5Y2SL62804Z434703

2008 BMW 7 Series 
VIN: 
WBAHN83508DT86558

2010 Toyota Camry 
VIN: 
4T1BF3EK0AU570153

2012 Acura TSX 
VIN: 
JH4CU2F45CC003095

THE SALE WILL BE 
HELD AT 

EARLY’S ON PARK 
AVE.

536 PARK AVE.
WORCESTER, MA 

01603
11/21, 11/28, 12/05/2024

Public Notices
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

HUGE APPLIANCE REBATES! 
HUGE BIKE SALE BLOWOUT!
GIANT TOY DEPARTMENT!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!!

SEE AD INSIDE!!!!

BLACK NOVEMBER!!!
LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

WEST BROOKFIELD - RENTAL $1,900
West Brookfield, single Ranch. 
2 bedrooms and one full bath. 
Located in a very private location. 
This home has recently been 
remodeled. Fireplace in living-room 
and laundry hook-up in the basement. 
Electric heat throughout home. Tenant pays utilities, cable & trash 
removal.  First and last month’s rent required. Home is ready for 
immediate occupancy. Contact me for more information.

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

WARE•WEST BROOKFIELD
175 West St., Ware

413-967-5121 • 967-3184
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

116 Federal St.
(Rt. 9) Belchertown

413-323-7661 • 323-9296

117 West Main St.,
W. Brookfield • 508-867-9947
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

NAPA® Premium 
Performance Synthetic 
Blend Motor Oil
5 qt.

$2049
/each

SAVE
UP TO

46%

1 qt. 10W30, 0W16, 
5W30, 5W20, 0W20

$429
/each

NAPA® 
Full Synthetic
Motor Oil 5 qt.
10W30, 5W30, 5W20, 0W20, 0W16

Order online at FarmerMatt.com 
or call 508-980-7085

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

Pre-order your 
Premium Holiday Roasts
Make your holiday gatherings truly special. From 
the luxurious tenderness of Tenderloin Roast to 
the mouthwatering richness of Prime Rib Roast, 
our premium cuts are the centerpiece your table 
deserves. Whether it’s a Standing Rib Roast for a 
grand feast or a Spoon Roast for a cozy meal, you’ll 
find the perfect roast to create cherished moments 
at home this holiday season.

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

EXIT Real Estate Executives

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

michelleterryteam.com
130 W. Main Street

Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

Step into history with this beautifully renovated 
farmhouse, originally built in 1817. Offering 12 rooms, 
4 bedrooms, and 2.5 bathrooms, this home features a 
spacious, cabinet-packed kitchen with an oversized 
island, granite countertops and stainless steel 
appliances. The huge open dining room and fireplaced 
double living room create an inviting atmosphere. 
Enjoy the flexible floorplan, which includes a 3-bedroom in-law unit or utilize the expansive 
farmhouse as your own. Additional highlights include a second kitchen, 1st floor bedroom & 
full bath, a 1-car attached garage, new mini splits, fresh paint, and new flooring throughout. 
The outdoor space is a dream with a heated in-ground pool, beautiful patios w/ a built-in bar, 
out buildings, a large Quonset hut w/ an additional 1/2 bath & heated by a wood boiler, all set 
on 36+ subdividable acres with a gorgeous open field and wooded areas. Tantasqua school 
system! Convenient access to Boston, New York, CT, Worcester, and Springfield.  $679,900

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

MARCH 15
8-Night Bahamas Cruise... from $1499

MAY 23 
7-Night Bermuda Cruise... from $1699

NORWEGIAN CRUISE LINE 2025
Book now for Best Cabins! Deadlines soon…

SHIPS’ REGISTRY: BAHAMAS & UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

“The Finest Quality at Reasonable Prices”

1504 N. Main St., Palmer, MA
413-283-3511

362 Sewall St., Ludlow, MA
413-589-1806

The Most
Advanced Lens

Designs Available
Frames to Fit Any Budget

Large Selection of 
Designer Frames 

For All Ages

SUNGLASSES
Maui Jim • Ray Ban

at Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center

Expert guidance in selecting the right frame with the best fit 
& lenses for every lifestyle.

We Buy And Sell Precious Metals
Gold, Silver, Rare Coins, Bullion Coins, Precious Metal Bars, 

U.S. & Foreign Currency, All Varieties of Coins

Always Buying
Gold & Silver Jewelry, Class Rings, Wedding Bands,

Gold & Silver, Coins, Sterling Silver, Flatware,
Proof & Mint Sets, Commeratives and Estates

Gardner Rare Coins
18 Parker Street, Gardner

978-632-7123
Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm; Saturday 9am-2pm

860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

FarmerMatt.com | (508) 980-7085

JOIN THE FARMER MATT TEAM
Farmer Matt’s Restaurant is hiring a Lead Line Cook. Responsibilities 
include preparing ingredients, cooking meals to order, and 
maintaining a clean, organized kitchen. ServeSafe Manager 
certification is required, and previous kitchen experience is 
preferred. If you’re passionate about farm-to-table cooking and 
have a strong work ethic, we’d love to hear from you.

Apply by emailing your resume to hello@farmermatt.com.


