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Local veterans
honored for
answering call
to service

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette @turley.com

WARE - Over 359,000 quilts
have been gifted to veterans thanks
to the efforts of the Quilts of Valor
Foundation, which was started 20
years ago by founder Catherine
Roberts.

This past Veterans Day, five
area veterans received quilts during
HomeFront Strong’s Military
Appreciation Breakfast, held at the
Senior Center. The quilts were lov-
ingly made by quilters of the Pro
Style Graphics Chapter of Quilts of
Valor in Springfield.

After the National Anthem was
performed on violin by 13-year-
old Graciella Baublitz, those in
attendance joined in the Pledge of
Allegiance led by brothers Ron and
Bobby Rucki.

Presenting the quilts were Kate
Blanchard and Connie Barnes.

Blanchard said the quilters in
the Springfield chapter started mak-
ing Quilts of Valor 10 years ago,
traveling to the Charlton Sewing
Center before starting their own
chapter closer to home. Together,
they’ve made over 150 quilts.

Veterans can receive a lot of
awards and recognition for their
acts of service and bravery when
protecting their country and free-
dom, she said, but these quilts are
really to honor their willingness to
serve.

“Quilts of Valor are honoring
those who served and went where
they were told to go,” Blanchard
said. “You did it, you served.”

Blanchard shared a story she
heard from a Korean War veteran,
who had enlisted when he was just
16 years old. By the time he was
19, he was the “old man” of his
unit, with the rank of sergeant.

One day, as this veteran was
being driven past another ser-
vicemember handling artillery, he
noticed something wasn’t right
with the gun that was about to be

QUILTS OF VALOR

U.S. Air Force veteran and retired HomeFront Strong board member Belinda Morrone
receives a Quilt of Valor from Kate Blanchard and Connie Barnes during HomeFront
Strong’s Military Appreciation Breakfast held at the Ware Senior Center this past Saturday.

fired. He jumped out of the Jeep,
and threw a hammer at the gun.

His quick actions saved five
lives that day. There wasn’t even a
notation about this heroic action in
his military files, Blanchard said.

This is the life of a veteran, she
said.

“In many times, this isn’t even
acknowledged,” Blanchard said.
“We are grateful for that service.”

The quilts were presented to
William Griswold, a U.S. Army
veteran from Palmer, Belinda
Morrone, a U.S. Air Force veteran
from Worcester, William “Billy”
Byrnes, a U.S. Army veteran from
Palmer and Willie Lemieux, a
U.S. Marine Corps veteran from
Belchertown. Gerald Flynn, a U.S.
Army veteran, also received a quilt
but was unable to attend the cere-
mony.

Morrone, a retired HomeFront

Strong board member, is part of a
smaller group of veterans recog-
nized for their service, Blanchard
said.

“We’re in a minority being
female, but we are veterans,’ said
Blanchard, who is also a veteran.

Blanchard and Barnes wrapped
each quilt around its recipient,
thanking them individually for their
service.

“We truly hope they provide
warmth and comfort to you,”
Blanchard said of the quilts.

This is the third year HomeFront
Strong, formerly the Brookfield
Institute, has hosted its Military
Appreciation Breakfast on Veterans
Day. The breakfast is always free,
and open to all veterans, service-
members, and their families.

“We had a veterans breakfast
prior to the pandemic,” Jennifer
Baublitz, executive director for
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HomeFront Strong said, seeing it
return as an annual event last year.

This breakfast is just one of the
ways HomeFront Strong contin-
ues its mission to build resiliency
in veterans and military families
through targeted programs and
resources. The organization also
hosts a drop-in Morning Coffee
program on the fourth Thursday of
each month from 10-11:30 a.m. at
the Palmer Public Library, offering
snacks, coffee and camaraderie.

“We remember those who serve
the people,” Baublitz said. “We
remember our comrades.”

While almost every seat in the
dining room of the Senior Center
was filled on Saturday, one chair at
a small table remained empty the
entire time.

in a white table cloth, was set to

The table, which was draped

See QUILTS page 12
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Select Board discuss 5%
match for fire truck grant

By Ellenor Downer
Editor
edowner@turley.com

BARRE - The Barre Select
Board discussed the federal grant
the fire chief received for a tanker
fire truck.

At the time of the Annual
Town Meeting, Fire Chief Rob
Rogowski said he applied for a
federal grant, but he had not
received word if the town received
the grant. The Chief said it was
a grant he applied for every year
and had not received.

Following town meeting he
received word, the town of Barre
received the grant. The town’s
share was 5% or about $23,000.
In looking through records, Select
Board member Mark Regienus did
not find either a signed contract or
any record of a vote on how the
town would fund its share of the
grant.

Richard Stevens, a former Fire

Chief in other towns, questioned
whether the procurement pro-
cess was followed and said once
the federal government awarded a
grant, notification from the town on
how it would fund their share was a
requirement.

The truck in question was
not the $700,000 for a fire truck
approved at the June Annual
Town Meeting. The Chief said the
$700,000 dollar truck did not qual-
ify for the grant funding as it did
not met federal guidelines. Both
the $700,000 truck approved at
town meeting and the $500,000
tanker using grant funds have been
ordered. It takes two or two and
a half years for the vehicles to be
built and delivered.

Select Board Chairman
Maureen Marshall said the town’s
share of the grant could be fund-
ed with American Rescue Plan Act
funds. Interim Town Administrator
Greg Balukonis said it could also

See BARRE page 6

Fire Department discusses
need for new fire engine

By Paula Ouimette
Pouimette @turley.com

HARDWICK - Deputy Fire
Chief Joshua Pease approached
the Select Board about the need
to replace the Fire Department’s
Engine 1.

Engine 1 is a 1987 Pierce
Arrow, which is technically “out-
of-service” by national standards,
being over 25 years old.

“Over the last few years, we’ve
put probably about $30,000 into
it,” Pease said. “It still has some
outstanding repairs that need to be
done...which outweighs the cost
of the vehicle.”

At the Nov. 13 meeting, Pease
said he has talked with a repre-
sentative from Allegiance Fire and
Rescue in Walpole about transi-
tioning to a Pierce Ascendant
Quint, which is a ladder truck with

a pump and tank.

He said the new truck will still
fit in the Fire Station.

Pease said the cost for the new
engine is $1,643,364, and that
price is expected to increase by
about 5% in January.

Town Administrator Nicole
Parker said the only way to afford
this expense would be to have a
debt exclusion, which would need
to be approved at a town meeting.

Select Board Chair Eric
Vollheim said replacing Engine 1,
is “long overdue.”

Tax classification hearing

Board of Assessors Clerk
Jennifer Kolenda said the
Assessors recommend staying with
a single tax rate for all classes of
property.

She said the small benefit that a

See HARDWICK page 7

Chamber of Commerce hosts
annual dinner meeting

Ruggeiro takes
place as new Board
of Directors
chairperson

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette @turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD -
The Quaboag Hills Chamber of
Commerce welcomed incoming
Board of Directors Chairperson
Josh Ruggiero of Smith Brothers
Insurance during its annual meet-
ing and dinner held at Salem
Cross Inn last week.

On Nov. 5, outgoing
Chairperson Lena Buteau of
Monson Savings Bank spoke
about the changes the Chamber
has seen in the past few years,
and where it stands now.

“We’ve come such a long way
this year,” Buteau said. “From
2020 to 2022 we were driven to
survive. In 2023 we were driven
to thrive.”

Buteau credited the Chamber’s
newest Chief Executive Officer,
Robert Lavoie, with strengthen-
ing ties with businesses in the
region, as shown by the dinner’s
sold out attendance.

“He’s doing such a great job
being the welcoming face of the
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Chamber in four short months,”
she said. “He’s invested in being
involved and building lasting
relationships.”

In the coming year, the
Chamber is gearing up to do
more, Buteau said, including the
return of its annual community
awards, as well as increased mar-
keting for Chamber members.

Buteau also credited the
Chamber’s Board of Directors for
their team effort to work togeth-
er; Ruggiero, Treasurer Julie
Quink of Burkhart Pizzanelli
P.C., Assistant Treasurer Renee
Niedziela of J. Stolar Insurance
Agency, Clerk Amy Scribner of
River East School-to-Career and
past Chairperson Tanya Bullock
of Life’s Memories & More.

Buteau said the Chamber wel-
comed a number of new busi-
nesses to its membership this
year, including the Chamber’s
youngest member, Bill Partelo of
Wicked Woodworking, who just
celebrated his 18th birthday.

As Ruggeiro took over the
meeting from Buteau, he thanked
the underwriters and Salem Cross
Inn for hosting the night’s event.

He said the small businesses
that make up the Chamber are
the “lifeblood of the area,” and
they’re helping the Chamber to
overcome changes and challeng-
es.

“This really is an amazing
organization...now we are per-
fectly poised to help you, our
members,” Ruggeiro said. “This

Chamber is one of the best
resources we have.”

Chamber members thanked
Buteau for her dedication to its
members, and Monson Savings
Bank’s Executive Vice President
and Chief Operating Officer
Michael Rouette noted her long
career in community banking.

“Lena is passionate about her
job, her employees...she is a
strong advocate for customer ser-
vice,” Rouette said. “We’re here
tonight to celebrate her role in
the Chamber. It wasn’t an easy
role she walked into. She devoted
countless hours to the Chamber.”

Lavoie and Scribner present-
ed Buteau with an elegant black
wooden chair, made by Standard
Chair of Gardner. Buteau’s
name is engraved on the chair,
along with the Chamber’s newly
designed logo.

Featured speaker for the eve-
ning was state Rep. Todd Smola,
who was joined by newly elected
state Sen. Peter Durant.

Smola touched on several
issues before the State House and
in his role as a ranking member
of the Ways & Means Committee.

“We have our finger on the
purse strings of Massachusetts,”
he said.

Smola said a lot has changed
since the COVID pandemic,
including the issue of portability.
Remote accessibility has given
people the ability to do a number

See CHAMBER, page 7

Barre honors veterans

Turley photos by Ellenor Downer

The Quabbin Regional High School Naval Junior Reserve Officers Training Corp cadets partici-
pated in the Barre Veterans Ceremony held last Saturday on Barre Common.

BARRE - The sun shone on
Barre Common for the Annual
Veterans Day Ceremony held on
Saturday, Nov. 11.

The Quabbin Regional High
School Naval Junior Reserve
Officers Training Corp cadets took
part in the ceremony and their color
guard. The event sponsored by
American Legion Post #2 included a
moment of silence as the Town Hall
clock struck 11 a.m. This commem-
orates the Armistice of World War I,
which went into effect on the 11th
hour, the 11 day of the 11th month.

Newly elected state Senator
Peter Durant (R-Spencer) attend-
ed the ceremony and spoke to the
large group gathered in Veterans
Park on North Common. State
Representative Donald Berthiaume
(R-Spencer) attended and also
spoke.

Following the firing of guns by
the Post 2 Firing Squad, Paul Varney
played “Taps.”

Newly elected state Senator
Peter Durant (R-Spencer)
attended the Barre Veterans
Day ceremony on Saturday,
Nov. 11 and spoke briefly.

The 911 Monument repre-
senting the Twin Towers of
the World Trade Center is a
new addition to Veterans Park
on North Common in Barre.
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Round Town

Ellenor Downer
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Woman’s Guild to
hold Christmas
Open House

A Christmas Open House sponsored by the
Woman’s Guild of St. Francis of Assisi Parish will
take place Saturday, Dec. 2 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at St.
Joseph’s Chapel, 29 South St., Barre in the church hall
There will be a luncheon, cemetery baskets, poinsettias,
raffles, bake shoppe, hot cocoa bar and games and priz-
es for children. People can make an Advent Calendar.

OES Christmas cookie sale

Cradle Rock Chapter Order of Eastern Star will
hold their annual Christmas Cookie Sale and Gift
Tables on Saturday, Dec. 2 from 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at
Mount Zion Masonic Lodge, 71 Pleasant St. Cookies
are $7 per pound. There will be over 100 pounds of
cookies to choose from. People should come early for
the best selection.

Christmas in Barre Holiday Craft Fair

This year the Christmas in Barre Holiday Craft Fair
will be held the Saturday before the Christmas in Barre
events. The Craft Fair will be held on Saturday, Nov. 25
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Quabbin Regional Middle
High School, 800 South St., in the cafeteria. The craft
fair is a chance for shoppers to support local for the hol-
idays and buy gifts early from over 50 vendors. Items
include knitted and crocheted items, candies, baked
items, jewelry, stained glass pieces, candles and more.

English Social Tea

The first event of the 250th anniversary year will
be a free English Social Tea on Sunday, Jan. 14, 2024
from 2-4 p.m. at the Barre Senior Center, 557 South
Barre Road. Reservations are required and may be
made by email at 250anniversary @townofbarre.com.
People may also sign up at the Barre Senior Center or
at Grand View Terrace by Friday, Jan. 5, 2024.

Historical Society hosts
Festival of Trees

RUTLAND - On Friday, Dec. 1 the 22nd Annual
Festival of Trees sponsored by the Rutland Historical
Society begins today with a concert by the Merrimack
Valley Bell Ringers at 7:30 p.m. and a brownie social
following the concert at the First Congregational
Church of Rutland, 264 Main St.

On Saturday, Dec. 2 from 4-8 p.m. at the Rutland
Library, 280 Main St., there will be activities for all to
enjoy, including decorated trees, gingerbread houses,
a basket drawing, a visit with Santa and Santa’s Sweet
Shoppe. Also on Dec. 2 at the First Congregational
Church of Rutland at 6 p.m. there will be holiday
music and a reading of names in remembrance and
celebration of loved ones, followed by the 33rd
Annual Tree Lighting at 6:30 p.m. with a Fireworks
Display immediately following.

On Sunday, Dec. 3 from 1-4 p.m. at the Rutland
Library the festival will include a visit with Santa, train
rides, children’s craft activity and a magician. Food
trucks will be on site for attendees to purchase food.
All are welcome to this fun filled holiday kickoff.

5 (508) 829-7333

ZOvptical World

“CERTIFIED CONTACT LENS & EYEGLASS SPECIALISTS”

Compare Our
Prices, Service and Selection.
It's Worth the Trip!

1015 MAIN STREET, HOLDEN MASSACHUSETTS 01520

Holiday church and craft fairs

SATURDAY, NOV. 18

OAKHAM

HARVEST AND HOLLY FAIR will be
held today from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Oakham
Congregational Church, 4 Coldbrook Road,
Oakham. The church will have a bake table, craft
table, raffles, quilt raffle, snack bar and White
Elephant Table. The Cookie Walk returns this
year. There will also be local crafters and vendors.

RUTLAND
YULETIDE CRAFT FAIR sponsored by the
Rutland Friends of the Council on Aging will be
held today from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Senior/
Community Center, on 53 Glenwood Road,
Rutland. There will be vendors, lunch and bake
sale at affordable prices.

WILBRAHAM

14TH ANNUAL HOLIDAY BAZAAR spon-
sored by the Friends of Wilbraham Seniors will
be held today from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at St. Cecilia
Church, 42 Main St., Wilbraham. This bazaar
is a full day of shopping with over 25 exhibi-
tors, offering handmade soaps, greeting cards,
Christmas ornaments, doggie goodies, and more.
Their famous huge Raffle offers many chances
to bring home a lovely gift basket or other gifts.
Lunch prepared by the folks at Loomis Lakeside
at Reeds Landing in Springfield cook up meatball
grinders, or pick a sweet treat from the bake sale
of muffins, cookies and more. Hot coffee will be
available. Santa Claus will be riding into town
at 11 a.m. and will stay until 2 p.m. for visits
with children of all ages, who can get their pic-
ture taken. All children receive a free gift. This
years event proceeds will support Recognition
Programs of Friends Volunteers. For more infor-
mation, people may call AnnMarie at 413-599-
4803.

SATURDAY, NOV. 25

BARRE

CHRISTMAS IN BARRE HOLIDAY CRAFT
FAIR will be held the Saturday before the
Christmas in Barre events. The Craft Fair will be
held today from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Quabbin
Regional Middle High School, 800 South St.,
Barre in the cafeteria. The craft fair is a chance
for shoppers to support local for the holidays
and buy gifts early from over 50 vendors. Items
include knitted and crocheted items, candies,
baked items, jewelry, stained glass pieces, candles
and more.

SUNDAY, NOV. 26

HARDWICK

CLASSIC CHRISTMAS ON THE COMMON
will be held today from 3-7 p.m. on the town
common, Hardwick. There will be holiday fun
with a visit from Santa, games and activities, ten
plus vendors, annual tree lighting, touch a truck,
hay rides, gingerbread house competition, holiday
parade, dinner and bonfire at Mimi’s. Purchase
your Hardwick winter hat and 2024 calendar fea-
turing photos taken by residents. A cookie walk
will be held in the Town House with proceeds to
benefit Hardwick’s Christmas for Kids.

FRIDAY, DEC. 1

PRINCETON

SMALL WORKS AND HOLIDAY
MARKETPLACE will be held today and Friday,
Dec. 8 from 6-8 p.m. and Saturday, Dec. 2;
Sunday, Dec. 3; Saturday, Dec. 9 and Sunday,
Dec. 10 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at the Princeton
Senior and Community Center, 206 Worcester
Road, Princeton. People may browse, shop and
enjoy hundreds of fine art and artisan-made,
affordable holiday gift items made by members
of the Princeton Arts Society. There will be won-
derful small wall art in many media available

and tables will overflow with jewelry, cards,
prints, ornaments, fabric items, original books,
bags, ceramics, woodworking, and much, much
more. Your holiday shopping will be made all the
more meaningful by supporting local artists. The
Princeton Arts Society is a nonprofit organiza-
tion promoting the arts in Central Massachusetts
through programs, events and shows.

SATURDAY, DEC. 2

BARRE

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE sponsored
by the Woman’s Guild of St. Francis of Assisi
Parish will take place today from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
at St. Joseph’s Chapel, 29 South St., Barre in
the church hall. There will be a luncheon, cem-
etery baskets, poinsettias, raffles, bake shoppe,
hot cocoa bar and games and prizes for children.
People can make an Advent Calendar.

CHRISTMAS COOKIE AND GIFT TABLES
sponsored by Cradle Rock Chapter Order of
Eastern Star will be held today from 8:30 a.m.-
1 p.m. at Mt. Zion Masonic Lodge, 71 Pleasant
St., Barre. They are sold by the pound at $7 per
pound. They will have over 100 pounds of cook-
ies to choose from. People should come early
for the best selection. There will be gift tables as
well.

HUBBARDSTON

GINGERBREAD FAIR will be held today
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at the First Parish Unitarian
Church, on the Common. Hubbardston There
will be spices, candy, home baked goods, crafts,
knitting, raffles, fresh laurel wreaths and baskets
evergreen.

OLD FASHION COUNTRY CHRISTMAS
FAIR is coming to the Hubbardston Senior
Center, 7 Main St., Hubbardston today from 9
a.m.-3 p.m. This event features handmade crafts
by many talented local artisans. It’s the perfect
place to find unique gifts for the holidays. Browse
an assortment of lovely homemade items like
knitted goods, baked treats, jams, soaps and more.
There will also be fun activities like a Chinese
auction, lottery tree and other games. There will
be home-cooked food like soups and fresh bread
available for dining in or taking home. Special
guests Mr. and Mrs. Claus will be stopping by
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. so bring the children for pho-
tos and some holiday magic.

SUNDAY, DEC. 3

WEST BROOKFIELD

WHITE CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION will
take place today from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. in West
Brookfield. There will be fun for folks of all ages
going on throughout the day. Activities include
touring the historic town, strolling the down-
town district, exploring local businesses and open
houses, decorating gingerbread houses in Great
Hall, meeting Santa for a quick picture, as well
dropping off those letters headed directly to the
North Pole. There will be horse drawn carriage
rides throughout the day as well as shopping with
dozens of vendors set up throughout town. A
puppet show, an elf hunt and ice carvings are sure
to keep everyone’s spirits high. People may see
Father Christmas strolling the streets and greeting
visitors. Stick around to close the day with West
Brookfield’s annual tradition of gathering around
the largest evergreen in town, located on the town
common, while it illuminates for the first time
this holiday season. This is a free event sponsored
by local businesses and town supporters. Maps
of town open houses and vendors can be picked
up in various local
business, by access-
ing our Facebook page
31st Annual White
Christmas in West
Brookfield or by email-
ing whitechristmas-
wb@gmail.com.
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¢ Stump Grinding
* Bobcat Work

¢ Furnace Wood
¢ Firewood $275/cord

McNeely Tree Service

Insured ¢ References
¢ Hazardous Tree Removal

¢ Lot Clearing  Storm work

* 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
¢ Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  C: 978-888-1693

Kitchen / Bath
Design / Sales / Installation

We Sell
Cabinets

Call to schedule
an appointment
In home or showroom

774-366-5517

mitawoodworking@aol.com

Hubbardston

Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

Tree lighting takes
place Nov. 26

On Sunday, Nov. 26 beginning at 5 p.m. on the
Town Common, is the annual tree lighting. People will
enjoy cookies, cocoa and caroling starting at 5 p.m.
At 5:30 p.m. the lights will be turned on the Common.
Santa will make a special guest appearance.

Hubbardston Light Fight

Hubbardston Light Fight takes place the first three
weekends in December. On Friday, Saturday and
Sunday nights participating households will turn on
their light displays from 5-9 p.m. Participants in the
house decorating costs should sign up by Monday,
Nov. 27. People may get a map of participating homes
at One Stop Shop. Voting closes Monday, Dec. 18.
For more information, people may visit https://www.
hubbardstonma.us/special-events/pages/hubbard-
ston-light-fight.

Gingerbread Fair

The First Parish Unitarian Church, on the Common,
will hold their annual Gingerbread Fair on Saturday,
Dec. 2 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. There will be spices, candy,
home baked goods, crafts, knitting, raffles, fresh laurel
wreaths and baskets evergreen.

Old Fashion Country Christmas Fair

The annual Old Fashion Country Christmas Fair
is coming to the Hubbardston Senior Center, 7 Main
St., on Saturday, Dec. 2 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. This event
features handmade crafts by many talented local arti-
sans. It’s the perfect place to find unique gifts for the
holidays. Browse an assortment of lovely homemade
items like knitted goods, baked treats, jams, soaps
and more. There will also be fun activities like a
Chinese auction, lottery tree and other games. There
will be home-cooked food like soups and fresh bread
available for dining in or taking home. Special guests
Mr. and Mrs. Claus will be stopping by from 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. so bring the children for photos and some hol-
iday magic.

Senior center events

The Hubbardston Senior Center, 7A Main St.,
events include: Coffee with Friends Monday through
Thursday at 9:45 a.m.; Bingo from 12:30-3 p.m. on
Mondays; Knitting Group at 10 a.m. every Tuesday at
10 a.m. and WiiBowling beginning at 8:30 a.m. every
Monday and Wednesday beginning at 8:30 a.m.. It’s
renewal time for health insurance. This is an opportu-
nity to ask questions.

Barre Dining Center

BARRE — Elder Services of Worcester Area
Nutrition Program welcomes guests to dine at
the Barre Senior Center, 557 South Barre Road.
The following meals will be served for the week
of Nov. 20. Lunches are back at the senior cen-
ter, but require a pre-sign up. Volunteers are
needed at the Barre dining site. Volunteers are
needed for Meals on Wheels (mileage reim-
bursement) and in the kitchen. People should
contact 978-355-5027.

MONDAY - Pork Rib-i-que, macaroni and
cheese, mixed vegetables, cinnamon pears,
sandwich roll

TUESDAY - Holiday Meal Roast turkey and
gravy, stuffing, butternut squash, dinner roll,
cream puff

WEDNESDAY - Chicken cacciatore,
Gemmeli pasta, broccoli, apple crisp, diet =
applesauce, Italian bread

THURSDAY -Thanksgiving Day no meal
served.

FRIDAY - Fish with crumb topping, rice
pilaf, Tuscany style vegetables, fresh fruit,
whole wheat bread

*Higher sodium entree Meal includes milk
and margarine. Menus are subject to change.
All meals are served at about 11:45 a.m. each
weekday. Reservations should be made the day
before by calling 978-355-5027 before 10:30
a.m. The donation of $2.50 per meal helps keep
the program running.

Barre Players presents
‘The Nutcracker’

BARRE - The Barre Players Theater, 64 Common
St, will present “The Nutcracker on Friday, Dec. 8 and
Saturday, Dec. 9 at 7 p.m. and Saturday, Dec. 9 at 2
p.m. and Sunday Dec. 10 at 2 p.m.

General admission is $17 and tickets are available
by visiting onthestage.tickets.

Farmer Matt is open all year round. Community Newspaper

Retailers and small
local businesses put the
lion’s share of their local

advertising in newspapers.
They know which media
truly moves their products.
Besides that, Google’s
research shows that half of
online shoppers are more
likely to buy products they’ve
seen in the paper.

-

FARMER MATT’'S WINTER
MENU IS HERE

Warm up those taste buds with some
new additions this winter.

Steak and Cheese Sub made with real
Farmer Matt beef, onions, & peppers.

Crispy Chicken Sandwich with choice
of cheese and sauce.

Sloppy Joe on a brioche bun.

NEW: Steak and
Cheese Sub

— FarmerMatt.com

@ Farmer Matt® 860 west Brookfield Rd.

FARM-FRESH + LOCAL NeWBraintree MA
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PuBLIC MEETINGS

Country Roads Holiday tour returns

BARRE.

QRSD Central Office Subcommittee — Nov. 16

at 5:30 p.m.
QRSD Committee — Nov. 16 at 6:30 p.m.
Sewer Commission — Nov. 16 at 7 p.m.
Select Board — Nov. 20 at 6 p.m.
Board of Assessors — Nov. 21 at 6 p.m.
Planning Board — Nov. 21 and Dec. 5 at 7 p.m.
250th Anniversary Committee — Nov. 28

at 6:30 p.m.
Special Town Meeting — Nov. 29 at 6:30 p.m.
Felton Field Commission — Dec. 5 at 6:30 p.m.
Council on Aging — Dec. 6 at | p.m.
Zoning Board of Appeals — Dec. 7 at 7 p.m.
Board of Health — Dec. 11 at 5 p.m.
Water Commission — Dec. 11 at 6:30 p.m.
DPW Commission — Dec. 11 at 7 p.m.
Cable Advisory Committee — Dec. 12 at 7 p.m.
Library Trustees — Dec. 13 at 6:30 p.m.
Cemetery Commission — Dec. 28 at 11 a.m.
Barre Housing Authority — Jan. 11, 2024 at 3 p.m.

HARDWICK

Conservation Commission — Nov. 15 at 6:30 p.m.
Historical Commission — Nov. 15 at 6:30 p.m.
Capital Planning Committee — Nov. 20 at 3 p.m.
Gilbertville Water District — Nov. 21 at 5:30 p.m.
Master Plan Steering Committee — Nov. 21

at 6:30 p.m.
Fiance Committee — Nov. 21 at 6:30 p.m.
Board of Selectmen — Nov. 27 at 6 p.m.
Recycling Commission — Dec. 5 at 6:30 p.m.
Zoning Board of Appeals — Dec. 6 at 5:30 p.m.
Board of Health — Dec. 7 at 6:30 p.m.
Paige Library Trustees — Dec. 7 at 7 p.m.
Council on Aging — Dec. 13 at 9 a.m.
Gilbertville Pubic Library — Dec. 13 at 4 p.m.

HUBBARDSTON

Planning Board — Nov. 16, Dec. 6 and Dec. 21

at 6:30 p.m.
Cultural Council — Nov. 28 and Dec. 5 at 7 p.m.
Board of Health — Nov. 28, Dec. 12 and Dec. 26

at 7 p.m.
Conservation Commission — Dec. 6 at 6 p.m
Planning Board — Dec. 6 and Dec. 21 at 6:30 p.m.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
Parks and Recreation — Nov. 16 at 6 p.m.
Select Board Special Meeting/Interviews —
Nov. 17 at noon
Select Board Special Meeting/Fire Truck Bond —
Nov. 20 at 4 p.m.
Select Board — Nov. 27, Dec. 11 and Dec. 26
at 6 p.m.
Special Town Meeting — Dec.11 at 6 p.m.
Board of Health — Dec. 20 at 5:30 p.m.
Planning Board — Dec. 27 at 6 p.m.

OAKHAM
Select Board — Nov. 27, Dec. 11 and Dec. 26
at 6 p.m.
Special Town Meeting — Dec. 4 at 7 p.m.
Board of Health — Dec. 20 at 5 p.m.

PETERSHAM
Board of Health — Nov. 16 at 6 p.m.
Board of Assessors — Nov. 28 at 5:30 p.m.
Select Board — Nov. 30 at 5:30 p.m.
Open Space and Recreation — Dec. 5 at 6 p.m.
Conservation Commission — Dec. 5 at 7 p.m.
Council on Aging — Dec. 11 at 10 a.m.
Petersham Historic District — Dec. 14 at 6 p.m.
Planning Board — Dec. 28 at 7 p.m.

RUTLAND
Select Board — Nov. 16 at 6:30 p.m., Select Board
Public Hearings at 6 p.m., 6:15 p.m. and
6:30 p.m.
Finance Committee — Nov. 16 at 6:30 p.m.
Special Town Meeting — Nov. 16 at 7 p.m.
Ad Hoc By-law Committee — Nov. 28 at 1:30 p.m.
Ad Hoc By-law Committee and Select Board Joint
Meeting — Nov. 30 and Dec. 4 at 6 p.m.
Cultural Council — Dec. 5 at 6 p.m.

Mesa Farm hosts
Living Nativity

RUTLAND - A Living Nativity will be held at
Mesa Farm in Rutland, 67 Muschopauge Road, on
Saturday,, Dec. 9 and Sunday, Dec. 10 with two per-
formances each evening at 4 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.

The forty minute shows will consist of carol sing-
ing and a narration and re-enactment of the nativity
story in a barn with live animals. There will be no
charge although attendees are requested to bring a
plate of cookies to share and will have the opportuni-
ty to give donations to support equestrian programs

Submttted photo

Hartman’s Herb Farm in Barre is one of the 19 shops and farms participating in the
Country Roads 2023 Holiday tour.

The 18th Annual Country
Roads 2023 Holiday Tour
returns now through Sunday,
Dec. 10.

There are 19 shops participat-
ing. Shoppers can participate in
a grand prize contest to collect
al 19 stamps to be eligible to win
a $50 gift certificate from each
shop. There will be 19 second
prizes. Shoppers, who collect

three or more stamps, will be eli-
gible for drawings for a $50 gift
certificate to an individual shop.
New this year to the tour are
The Good Earth and Sheldon
Farm Baskets. Other partic-
ipants are Smith’s Country
Cheese, the Kitchen Garden,
Country Bumpkin’ Antiques,
KROs on the Common, Valley
View Farm, Valley Florist and

Greenhouse, Plain View Farm, A
Thyme and A place, Giacomo’s
Gourmet Foods, Dandelions,
Harman’s Herb Farm, Valcourt
Sugar Shack, The Country Store,
Petersham Art Center, Petersham
Leathers, Red Apple Farm and
Brew Barn and Back in Thyme.

People may visit countryroad-
schristmas.com for more infor-
mation on all the shops.

Troop 144 wins best overall
at Spook-O-Ree

Senior patrol
leader RJ Tucker
receives the
best overall tro-
phy from Maggie
Riani of Pack 158
from Shrewsbury.
Troop 144 of
Oakham set up
a rope bridge for
Cub Scouts to go
through during
the Spook-O-Ree
at Treasure Valley
Scout Reservation
held last month.

Submitted Photo

Historical Society hold farmers’
market and bake sale Nov. 19

HUBBARDSTON - The
Hubbardston Historical Society
will hold a thanksgiving farm-
ers’ market and bake sale on
Sunday, Nov. 19 from noon-3
p.m. at the Williamsville Chapel,
4 Burnshirt Road.

The market includes food
from local farmers and will be
held rain or shine.There will be
organic vegetables — potatoes,
squashes, greens and eggs from
Still Life Farm; local frozen
lamb and Merino wool from
Greenwood Hill Farm, jams,

jellies, organic squashes, eggs,
herbal vinegars, pumpkin cook-
ies, sourdough breads, hot mine-
strone soup and butternut squash
soup by the bowl from Ladybug
Farm; maple syrup products
from Rich Brodmerkle’s Farm;
Giacomos’ granolas; honey and
honey sticks from Bee Nice
Farm; crafted gourds, thun-
der drums, vases, birdhouses
and wreaths by Gourdgeous
Creations; goat milk soaps from
Elzire’s Acres; Westfields Farm
Capri goat cheeses, Curious

Cravings Bakery with breads
and a variety of cookies and
Hubbardston Historical Society
bake sale with pies and rolls.

Participants can enjoy hot
apple cider or coffee while
standing by the wood burning
stove. This is a way to support
the Historical Society and peo-
ple may take a chance to win a
basket of items provided by the
vendors. For more information,
people may call Cathy Hansgate,
market manager, at 978-928-
3731.

Oakham

Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

Senior Center
lists events

On Wednesday, Nov. 29 at 10:30 a.m., there will
be a workshop to make 2024 Wall Calendars at the
Oakham Senior Center. The film “Home for the
Holidays will be shown at 1 p.m.

Ongoing activities include Zumba Gold Mondays
from 10:30-11:15 a.m., Corn Hole Tuesdays from
10-11 a.m. and Cards and Cribbage Tuesdays at 1
p..m.

Other activities are Coffee Wednesdays from 9- 10
a.m. and BBC Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. People may
bring a craft or project to work on while they enjoy a
BBC series.

FUNCctional Fitness is held Fridays at 10:30 a.m. in
the New Braintree Town Hall.

OHA annual lottery

The Oakham Historical Association will be sell-
ing tickets for their Annual Lottery at the Oakham
Congregational Church fair on Saturday, Nov. 18.
There are 20 chances to win $50 with each ticket.
It runs from Tuesday, Jan. 9 to Thursday, March 14,
2024. Every Tuesday and Thursday during that time
the middle two numbers of the evening drawing of
the Mass Lottery Game is the winning number. A
check for $50 will be senPeople can also purchase a
ticket through December by sending a check for $20
made out to Oakham Historical Association, P.O.
Box 236, Oakham, MA 01068. There are only 100
tickets and they go fast. If people have any ques-
tions, they may call Kathy Young at 508-882-3137
or Linda Housman at 508-882-3990. They should
leave a message if there is no answer and they will
get back to them.

SHINE counselor

A Serving the Health Insurance Needs of Everyone
counselor will be at the Oakham Senior Center, locat-
ed in the lower level of Town Hall on Thursdays, Nov.
16 at 10 a.m.and Nov. 30 at 1 p.m.

Church fair

The Harvest and Holly Fair sponsored by the
Oakham Congregational Church, 4 Coldbrook Road,
will be held Saturday, Nov. 18 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
The Fair Committee seeks crafters and vendors for
the day of the fair. Cost is $20. Anyone interested in
having a table should call Ellie Downer at 774-262-
5882 or email mybackyard88@aol.com. The church
will have a baked table, cookie walk, snack bar, craft
table, raffles, quilt raffle and white elephant room.

Circle of Song
rehearsals

BARRE - Circle of Song rehearsals are held
every Thursday night, at the Barre Town Hall,
Exchange Street, Barre. The choral group of 23
years sings in four-part harmony and often in other
languages

. People may email julie@mbhof.net or call 978-
257-1192 for more information.

Ware High School
craft fair is Dec. 2

WARE - The Ware High School craft fair will be
held Saturday, Dec. 2 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. in the gym-
nasium.

There will be a 50/50 raffle and a lottery tree and
a raffle table. A concession stand will be run by the
Student Council.

Crafters will have an assortment of wood crafts,
jewelry, holiday items, pottery, chocolate, paintings,
ornaments, candles, maple products, signs, jams and
jellies, crochet items and much more.

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

at Mesa Farm through the non-profit City to Saddle Support the local
orgmisation businesses fa suppor OSITION OPENING:
Hot chocolate and coffee will be provided. The your local newspaper.

Sunday performances will have sign language inter-
pretation. Directions and more information may be
found by visiting www.mesafarmrutland.com or
calling 508-886-6898.

Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Barre Gazette

Get Ready
For Winter!

It’'s Almost
Here!

Studded Snows Can Go On November 1st

ORIGINAL TIRE CO.

Joseph West

- Winter Plow
Drivers-Laborer

Town of New Braintree (pop. 998) is seeking

winter Plow Drivers both non-CDL and CDL

to plow and treat roadways with our trucks.
Salary dependent upon experience.

LOCAL KETONE
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391

WE SERVICE ALL
MAJOR BRAND
APPLIANCES

Further position details and job applications are
available at the Board of Selectmen’s Office, =
20 Memorial Drive, New Braintree, MA 0

You can also contact the
New Braintree Highway
Superintendent by calling
508-847-2628.

Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at
Denise Dubowski

NAME BRAND
APPLIANCES & TV'S AT
WAREHOUSE PRICES

287 Main Street
Gardner

978-632-0241

SOUTH ATHOL ROAD, ATHOL 978-249-3477

Open: Mon., Wed. & Fri. 8am-5pm
Tues. & Thurs. 8am-2pm Sat. 8am-Noon @

Save Up To 25% OFF
Retail Prices
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Opinion

Guest Column

State Auditor’s
monthly update

Reforms sorely needed at the
Sex Offender Registry Board

By Diana DiZoglio,
Massachusetts State Auditor

Serving as Massachusetts
State Auditor doesn’t just mean
reviewing finances.

A big part of my role, as |
often speak about with folks
across the state, is reviewing the
performance and efficacy of the
Commonwealth’s agencies and
entities. A great example of the responsibility to look
beyond number crunching is our office’s recently
released audit of the Sex Offender Registry Board.

People are familiar with the concept that
Massachusetts registers convicted sex offenders,
maintaining a database of where such people live
and work in an effort to maintain public safety. This
system of public safety is maintained by SORB, a
seven-member board appointed by the Governor and
staffed by more than 70 individuals.

Our recent audit looked at SORB’s operations
from July 1, 2019 — June 30, 2021. Covering that
two-year period, my team honed in on whether
SORB classified sex offenders at least 10 days before
they were released from custody, thus ensuring they
were assigned an appropriate level.

Further, we looked at whether SORB used all the
resources at their disposal to accurately identify sex
offenders who were in violation of maintaining their
registration.

I was disappointed to find that SORB underper-
formed in a way that could have a negative impact
upon the public.

While incarcerated sex offenders are supposed to
be assigned a classification at least 10 days prior to
their release, per state law, SORB failed to do so with
approximately 1/3 of those released during our two-
year review window. More concerning, 77 offenders
didn’t receive their classification until after they were
released.

This lax approach to the law meant those sex
offenders’ names, addresses, offenses, and regis-
tration statuses were not appropriately posted to
SORB’s website for level 2 and 3 sex offenders and
were not otherwise available to the public.

Our audit team also identified other vulnerabilities
regarding how SORB tracked offenders who have
been released from incarceration. Namely, SORB’s
database was not kept up to date in all situations,
with approximately one out of five offenders showing
incorrect addresses when compared against records
maintained by other state departments (such as the
addresses the Department of Transitional Assistance
records).

Part of the benefit of SORB is that it tracks the
location of high level offenders. By not ensuring
that it has the current addresses of sex offenders
considered in violation, SORB is not able to consis-
tently communicate information about sex offenders’
whereabouts, their offenses, and their classifications
to local law enforcement agencies and the general
public.

What’s disturbing is that some of these issues
were identified the last time my predecessor audited
SORB. These issues must be immediately addressed.

Our office has recommended that SORB increase
their collaboration with correctional facilities to
establish more reliable procedures for providing
anticipated release dates for incarcerated offenders.
We’ve also recommended the implementation of a
tracking process that identifies any delays or issues
that may arise, to ensure that all sex offenders are
assigned final classifications prior to each offender’s
release.

For ensuring residential address accuracy, SORB
needs to not only work more closely with other state
agencies to verify addresses — SORB must also make
a point of updating those addresses in their system
when they are found.

We will continue to work with SORB and encour-
age their adoption of practices that maximize public
safety.

As always, please feel free to contact my office at
any time for more information at auditor @sao.state.
ma.us and 617-727-2075.

The Office of State Auditor Diana DiZoglio con-
ducts audits, investigations, and studies to pro-
mote accountability and transparency, improve
performance, and make government work better.
DiZoglio is the 26th Auditor of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, sworn into her first term on Jan. 18,
2023. She is committed to help move Massachusetts
forward by working to increase transparency and
accountability in state government.
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5 years (Nov. 22, 2018)

They came from near and far,
a total of 913 high school stu-
dent musicians making the trek to
Quabbin Regional High School in
Barre this past Saturday to audition
for spots in the coveted CDMMEA
Senior High School Festival.
Add in music teachers, chaper-
ones, bus drives, adjudicators and
administrative staff to the festival
and the Quabbin building proved
to b done of the busiest places in
Barre that day. “Having Quabbin
as host this year was excellent,”
James Joinville, a member of the
CDMMEA committee said. It
has been well over a decade since
the Quabbin Music Department
attempted to the on such a huge
project hosting, but the music staff
felt they were ready and thought it
could be a great opportunity for the
school.

“I think the inspection was the
best we have ever had,” Quabbin
Naval Junior Reserve Officer
Training Corps instructor, Captain
Daniel Brennock said. “I say that
even though we had some moments
during the ceremony that didn’t go
exactly as planned.” The Annual
Inspection is an all-day event the
Quabbin Cadets prepare three
months in advance for. A portion
includes having each of the 83
cadets in the current Quabbin unit
evaluated on appearance, knowl-
edge and bearing. “The ceremony
is an opportunity and requirement
to show the inspector and those in
attendance the progress and capa-
bility of the unit,” said Brennock.

The Barre assessor’s office
announced the Massachusetts
Department of Revenue approved
the Fiscal 2019 tax rate at $18.12
per $1,000 valuation, which is a
decrease of 68 cents from the
Fiscal 2018 tax rate. Based upon
recent valid sales within the town
of Barre, the Fiscal 208 aver-
age single family home valu-
ation of $195,252 has increased
by approximately $14,913 to the
recent approved Fiscal 2019 aver-
age single family home valuation
of $210,165 with the expected
increase in valuations along with
town spending at town meeting the
average single family home owner
could see an actual tax increase of
approximately $137.45 for Fiscal
2019.

10 years (Nov. 21, 2013)

About 120 voters attend-
ed a special town meeting at the
Hubbardston Center School on
Tuesday evening. They approved
all six articles on the warrant in
about 45 minutes. Bill Murray of
the Senior Center Study Committee
spoke to residents regarding the
Senior Center and a land swap with
the Department of Conservation
and Recreation. He explained the
town owns 17 acres of land on
Mile Road, located on the edge of
town. The land due to its remote
location would not be suitable
to build a senior center or other
municipal buildings. The DCR
wants the Mile Road land for water
shed protection and offered to swap
a 12-acre parcel they own in the
center of town on Route 68.

On the advice of the Policy

LOOK BACK
Election - 2004

Nov. 9, 2004 election.

The third time was the charm as Bill Phelan reacts
to the cheers as his third ballot is accepted by the
machine being run by poll works, Ray Castriotta.
Apparently the first two ballots got rolled up on the way
to the machine, which promptly spat them out at the

File photo

Review/Reform Subcommittee, the
Quabbin Regional School District
Committee voted to remove from
the table Policy DN that addressed
collection of school related fees
and charges and Policy EFA that
concerned school meal charges.
The committee then voted to
approve both policies. Policy DN
set in place a policy to collect out-
standing fees. Policy EFA gave the
administration authority to col-
lect lunch charges. The new swipe
cards would go into effect at the
Quabbin Regional Middle High
School on Tuesday, Dec. 10. The
card system would allow parents
to pay online for lunches. Lunches
may still be paid daily in cash or
purchase tickets in advance with a
check.

Barre selectmen held a tax clas-
sification hearing at their Monday
night meeting. The Board of
Assessors recommended the town
continue with a single residential
factor of one. Assessor Michael
Landry said the small amount of
commercial and industrial prop-
erty did not warrant splitting the
tax rate. He also recommended
the town not adopt a small com-
mercial exemption or a residen-
tial exemption. He said the town
has never approved the small busi-
ness exemption and that it if a
small business received an exemp-
tion that the remaining business-
es would shoulder the cost of tax
exemption.

25 years (Nov. 19, 1998)

It was three years ago that
the commercial landfill in Barre
received a site assignment for
expansion on 19 acres of a 32-acre
parcel adjacent to the current
landfill on Barre Deport Road. In
August United Waste Inc. began
accepting trash in the new cell
and that means tipping fees will
again be filling the town coffers.
Richard Stevens, landfill monitor
and member of the Barre Board of
Health, said the town will probably
receive about a half million dollars
a year in tipping fees. The town
receives a $5 a ton now. The con-
tract is scheduled to be renegotiat-

ed in 2001. Stevens said because
the town receives so much revenue
from the landfill, it is likely the
opening of the new cell was a fac-
tor in the recent tax reduction.

The Oakham Board of
Selectmen signed a contract exten-
sion for the municipal building
complex at the Monday, Nov.
16 meeting form Construction
Dynamics of Fitchburg. The new
completion dates are Dec. 7 for
phase on which is the new high-
way/fire building and Jan. 18, 1999
for phase two which is the police
station renovation. This is a 63-day
extension form the original dates of
Sept. 14 for phase on and Nov. 2
for phase tow completion.

The Barre Board of Selectmen
set its taxi cab license fee at $25
at the Nov. 16 meeting. An appli-
cation for a license was received
from White Valley Auto Center for
a taxi-courier-shuttle service at the
Nov. 2 meeting, but the selectmen
did not set at that time, prefer-
ring to get information from other
towns first. Town Administrator
Lorraine Leno at the request of
the board, surveyed several other
towns to find out how much they
charged for similar licenses. The
amounts were as varied as the
towns themselves, runing from as
low as $1 in Ware to as high as
high as $50 in Athol.

38 years (Nov. 21, 1985)

Barre is being sued for $6,500
by a bicyclist, who says he was
injured in 1982 while riding on
the Burnshirt River Bridge a.k.a.
“the Singing Bridge. Douglas
Pond, who has brought the suit in
Superior Court agains the town, is
represented by Attorney James L.
Clifford of Worcester. Pond is ask-
ing for $5,000 for medical expens-
es and $1,500 for other damages
for alleged injuries to his leg. The
accident was to have occurred on
Oct. 9, 1982. Police have checked
their records and found that Pond
never filed a report of the incident.

See PAST PAGES, page 10

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty

I retired from working in June but will not sign up
for Social Security until age 70 and, to do that, I plan
to draw from my IRA for the next three years. My
wife is receiving Social Security disability benefits
and will reach her full retirement age in March of next
year.

I know that my wife simply reaching her full retire-
ment age will not mean an increase to her benefit
except for Cost Of Living Allowance. What I’'m won-
dering is, can my wife get spousal benefits of any sort
based on my Social Security benefits either before I
draw or after I am drawing apart from her benefits at
my death? Her Social Security disability amount is
only a fraction of my maximum benefit. Signed

Baffled Husband

Dear Baffled

Looks like you’re confused about your wife’s
Social Security disability benefits, retirement benefits,
spousal benefits, and survivor benefits. Here’s what
you need to know:

When your wife reaches her Full Retirement
Age next year, her current Social Security Disability
Insurance benefit will automatically convert to
become her regular SS retirement benefit at the same
amount she was receiving on SSDI (disability). The
amount stays the same because your wife’s SSDI
amount is based on her FRA entitlement.

Your wife cannot get any spousal benefits from you
until you claim your own Social Security retirement
benefit. Since you plan to delay claiming until you
are 70 several years from now, after your wife’s SSDI
converts to become her regular retirement benefit at
her FRA next year, she will continue to receive her
own SS retirement benefit until you claim. At that
point your wife will get a “spousal boost” added to
her own SS retirement benefit. The amount of her
spousal boost will be the difference between her FRA
entitlement (same as her SSDI amount) and 50% of
your FRA entitlement (not half of your age 70 amount
- spouse benefits are always calculated using FRA
amounts, regardless of when Social Security is actual-
ly claimed).

Your wife cannot get a spousal benefit from you
until you start your Social Security, but after you
claim she will receive her higher spousal benefit, her
own SS retirement benefit plus a spousal boost, for the
rest of her life or until you predecease her. If you die
first, your wife will get 100% of the amount you were
receiving at your death (e.g., your age 70 amount),
instead of the smaller amount she was receiving as
your spouse while you are both living.

Regarding COLA, after becoming eligible for
benefits, everyone gets the annually awarded COLA
increase whether they are already collecting SS ben-
efits or not. The next annual COLA increase will be
added to your wife’s SSDI at the end of this year and
added to her SS retirement amount each year thereaf-
ter, and then to her higher amount as your spouse after
you claim.

And even though you are waiting until age 70 to
claim, the annual COLA will still be added to your
Primary Insurance Amount each year, and you will
receive that past COLA in your monthly payments
after you later claim.

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation and
its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the

See SOCIAL SECURITY, page X
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Serenity Hill Sampler

by Jane McCauley

There is a chill in the air and frost is on the wind-
shield for a couple of mornings.

It is time to put the car in the garage if it will fit. I
have a tendency to store a lot of things in the back of
the garage and on the sides as we have no attic.

Ken has a bad cold so I have tried to stay away
from him. It is not easy as I have to feed him and take
care of him.

I made a meat loaf with baked potatoes and had
the meat loaf the second day as a sandwich. I made a
pie shell, put vanilla pudding in it and topped it with
peaches and whipped cream for dessert.

My working room is a mess as I have several proj-
ects started, but I will try to finish them this week.
I have two penny rugs started and some favors for
Thanksgiving. I need to get candy to finish those.

I did get out to rake some leaves and the handyman
moved the crabapple tree branches so I am now able
to get to the laurel and rhododendrons to pick some
greens to make Christmas wreaths. I do this project
in the basement and I have cones and the wire rings
ready to go.

I did bring up a load of Christmas items from the
basement and brought down some fall things. I have
two buckets of artificial greens with cones and a dough
bowl with gingerbread boys and girls and some gin-
gerbread lambs that my friend Cyndee made for me.

I have the Thanksgiving mantel still up[ and I will
take that down after Thanksgiving and put up a Noahs
Ark display with all the animals. I will put out the Old
Sturbridge Village on the sofa table at the stair landing
as I usually do each year.

I was looking at a Christmas magazines and noticed

they were using a lot of tall skinny trees this year. I
may get one for my kitchen to put my kitchen orna-
ments on.

With all the activities, it is nice to have a recipe that
is easy to do in a hurry. This is such a recipe. I usually
keep a bag of the frozen fully cooked Italian meatballs
in my refrigerator freezer and that saves time.

SLOW COOKER MEATBALL SANDWICHES

1 package fully cooked meatballs

2 jars marinara sauce

8 hoagie buns, split

8 slices of Provolone cheese

Sliced pepperoncini, optional

You may half this recipe and not use a slow cooker.

Place meatballs and sauce in a slow cooker and
cover on low for 3 to 4 hours. On each bun bottom,
layer the cheese, meatballs and if desired pepperonci-
ni. Replace top. Makes 8 servings.

This and That

I was sorry to read the passing of Evelyn M.
Halkola of Ragged Hill Road, age 75 on Nov. 6.

It is nice to see the second coat of asphalt on Main
Street. It sure is easier to travel down Main Street now,
but I still miss all the nice shade trees that had to be
taken down.

I still wonder how it will be once snow falls and the
roads are covered and how the sidewalks and bicycle
trails will be plowed.

Work continues on the new walking trails on
Lombard Road. They are looking for suggestions of
trail names.

Have a good week and make sure you are ready for
winter as it soon will be here.

Thanksgiving thoughts

My dad has been gone a long time.

I sometimes feel badly that he is not in my thoughts
as much as he used to be. A lot has happened since his
death - marriage and children, a new (old) house.

Sometimes it’s easy to get caught up in the day to
day, but today, as I write, I think of him. Holidays at
my childhood home were always a lot of fun.

I reflect on that now, as we make plans for our
Thanksgiving and Christmas gatherings. I can still
picture him standing at the counter by the sink, carving
the turkey and later in the day enjoying a whopping
piece of apple pie (with American cheese?) from his
recliner.

My mom still keeps some of the traditions alive as
do other family members. Read on to learn about some
of the favorite vegetables, fruits and even herbs that
make an appearance at the table.

I am not exactly sure where my mom’s stuffing
recipe originally came from, but it is always a big hit.
My Illinois based brother loves it so much that my sis-
ter-in-law asked for a copy and now makes it for him
on Thanksgiving.

I guess if you can’t be at home, having mom’s stuff-
ing is the next best thing! Her recipe wouldn’t be the
same without sage and I doubt yours would either.

Common garden sage (Salvia officinalis) is a shrub-
by perennial plant native to the Mediterranean.

Its leaves start out lime-green in color, but at matu-
rity end up more grey than green. They are somewhat
“pebbly” in texture and are very aromatic.

For the most pungency, sage leaves should be har-
vested just prior to flowering. Hang the leaves and
stem tips in loose bunches upside down in an airy, dark
place to dry.

Once completely dry (crispy to the touch), leaves
can be stripped from their stems and stored in an air-
tight container.

Remember, as with any herb, drying concentrates
the oils in the foliage. Use only half the amount of
dried herbs if you have to substitute them for fresh in
any recipe.

Because sage is nearly evergreen (actually, “ever-
grey”) I rarely dry any, but harvest it for immediate use
even through the winter months - it is freeze-dried but
still tasty! Cut back the plant hard in early spring- you
will sacrifice a few flowers, but will be rewarded with

a lush bushy plant, rather than one that is woody and
sparse.

Another one of mom’s cherished contributions to
Thanksgiving dinner is her apple cranberry relish.
This is a simple recipe in which fresh cranberries and
peeled apples are chopped fine and mixed together
with a little sugar.

So easy yet incredibly yummy! I tried growing
cranberries only to be disappointed that voles chewed
the roots and killed the plants.

Maybe I'll try again sometime in the future. They
don’t need a bog, but the water does help with harvest-
ing.

My mom always bought a small turnip for my Dad
to enjoy at Thanksgiving dinner. I have to say that I
don’t recall any other members of the family eagerly
anticipating it, not the way he did anyway.

I remember mom carefully cutting away the hard
outer skin and then cubing the flesh. It was then
boiled and mashed as you would potatoes, with lots
of butter.

Turnip must be one of those foods that you acquire
a taste for, and as of yet I have not.

To produce the best-tasting, largest turnips time
your plantings to grow and mature in cool weather.
For Thanksgiving turnips sow seeds 90 days before the
first fall frost is expected.

Simply make a shallow trench one-quarter to one-
half inch deep and position seeds one to one and a half
inches apart. Once germination occurs and plants have
developed their first set of true leaves, thin seedlings to
three inches apart.

Deep, loose soil is best for root vegetables of any
kind. Turnips benefit from extra water during droughty
periods.

If an early frost threatens and your roots aren’t yet
mature you can cover turnip plants with a sheet or
blanket on chilly nights to get through the cold spell
and sneak out some additional growing time. Do watch
out for frigid temps, however, since mercury that mea-
sures below the twenty-five degree mark can damage
the crown of the plant.

This type of injury can make turnips more suscepti-
ble to rot and reduce storage capabilities. Turnips are
best stored at temperatures around thirty-five degrees.

They can be packed in damp sand or leaves in a
cold cellar and should keep for at least two or three
months. Some books recommend wrapping individual
roots in plastic wrap to hold in moisture as well as
prevent the strong turnip odor from permeating other
vegetables.

Commercial turnip growers use a food grade wax
for this purpose, which makes cutting away the outer
flesh all the more challenging.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the University of
Massachusetts. For 31 years she has held the position
of staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have a ques-
tion for her? Email it to pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.
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DCR Visitor Center hosts group
hike of watershed on Nov. 19

RUTLAND - The Department
of Conservation and Recreation’s
Les and Terry Campbell Quabbin
Visitor Center is hosting a free
group hike to explore the Ware
River Watershed in Rutland.

On Saturday, Nov. 18, from
11 am.-1 p.m., explore the Ware
River Watershed on a 4.4 mile lol-
lipop loop moderate group hike
near Rutland State Park. The route
climbs/descends roughly 200 feet
in elevation.

Meet at the Ware River
Watershed, Mass Central Rail
Trail (MCRT)/Mid State Trail
Parking Area, Route 122,
Rutland.(https://maps.app.goo.gl/
dgzSozmftyz7NFIr7)

The hike begins/ends on the

MCRT with a loop in the mid-
dle consisting of Camel’s Hump,
Long Meadow Road, and Prison
Camp Road. Visit the following
website for additional information
on the route: https://www.trail-
forks.com/route/4-mi-inner-loop-
near-rutland-state-park/.

Ticks are still active, so pro-
tection is advised, as is wearing
orange during hunting season.
Please dress appropriately for
the weather and bring water and
snacks.

About the Visitor Center

The Quabbin Interpretive
Services program operates the
Les and Terry Campbell Quabbin
Visitor Center, offering public and
school education programs, teach-

er workshops, and general infor-
mation about DCR’s water supply
resources and watershed manage-
ment, the history of the Quabbin
Valley and wildlife of the area.

Staff members are available to
assist with visitor information and
services. An automated telephone
system, 413-323-7221, provides
24 hour access to current infor-
mation on fishing, hunting, pro-
grams, rules and regulations, and
public access.

All ages are welcome to these
events. Email QuabbinVisitor.
Center @mass.gov with questions
or to be added to the mailing list.
To register for any of these events,
visit www.mass.gov/locations/
quabbin-reservoir/events.

Paige Library host cookie walk,
raffle and centerpiece workshop

HARDWICK - On Sunday,
Nov. 26 come to Hardwick’s
Christmas on the Common cel-
ebration where people can pur-
chase delicious homemade cook-
ies just in time for the holidays.

The Friends of the Paige
Memorial Library present their
Annual Cookie Walk from 3:30-
5:30 p.m. at the Town House, 32
Common St. Proceeds go to the
Hardwick/New Braintree Police
Christmas for Kids program. If
people would like to bake for the
cookie walk, they should let the
Friends Group know what they
will be baking. They are keep-
ing a list so that they can offer a
good variety. Also, people should
package cookies in plastic bags:
two if large and more if small.

On sale now at the library are
tickets for the Anne of Green
Gables raffle basket to delight the
collector and the young person in
everyone or as a treasured gift.

The raffle basket includes a
limited-edition porcelain Anne
Shirley doll, Anne of Green
Gables cookbook, graph-
ic novel, novel by Lucy Maud
Montgomery, coloring book,
crayons and colored pencils.
Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5.
The drawing will be on Sunday,
Nov. 26 at 5:30 p.m. Proceeds
from the raffle will be donated to
the Hardwick Food Pantry.

On Wednesday, Nov 29, the
Friends of the Paige Memorial
Library host a boxwood center-
piece workshop at 7 p.m at the

Town House 32 Common St.
Participants may come to the
Town House to make their cen-
terpiece or order “a take out” Kkit.
They use premium boxwood tips,
berries, birds and decorations
supplied by Bemis Nursery or
bring their own to add a personal
touch. Final size is 14-16 inches.

The price is $35 people
must register by Tuesday, Nov.
21. If they register and pay by
Saturday, Nov. 18 the price
is $30. Cash or checks pay-
able to the Friends of the Paige
Memorial Library, 87 Petersham
Road, Hardwick, MA 01037.

For more information, people
may call 413-477-6704 or email
director.paigelibrary @ gmail.
com.

New*Subscribers!

Stay connected to all the people,
places and events that make
our community a great place

to call home. From dining and
entertainment to sports, shopping
and neighborhood news, we cover
every local angle to keep you in the
know and on the go.
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Business Owners,
Reach households throughout BARRE,

RUTLAND when you advertise with us!
Call TIM MARA 508.826.2675
today to get started.
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continued from page 4

Selectmen were informed of the
suit last week when the town was
served a summons. The suit was
filed two days prior to the end of
the three-year statue of limitations
on such suits. Town Counsel, Susan
Landry is planning to respond on
the town’s behalf.

The Barre Office of Shawmut
Worcester County Bank will
hold a ribbon cutting ceremony

to mark the opening of the new
24-hour drive-up Automatic
Teller Machine on Nov. 22.
Representatives from the town
will be present along with
Shawmut staff as Selectwoman
Ruth Trifilo performs the ribbon
cutting. The new drive up ATM
is the first of its kind in Barre and
was added in the Barre office to
meet the need of Shawmut cus-
tomers. Customers can make
withdrawals or deposits, check
balances, transfer money and even
pay bill at their convenience 24

hours a day.

A used clothing shop will open
at Christ Episcopal Church in
South Barre on Saturday, Nov 30 at
10 a.m. It will be open until 4 p.m.
Claudia Lacerte and Beth Wysik
are in charge of this new venture
called “Closet Collectibles.” The
purpose is to serve the communi-
ty just as their Food Bank does.
Prices will be the lowest anywhere
and there will be varied selection
of sizes. Proceeds will benefit the
Christ Church Women’s Guild.

HAVE SOMETHING TO SHARE?

Send your stories and photos to edowner @turley.com

Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.
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The Barre Gazette will gladly correct factual errors that appear in this paper. Corrections or clarifications
will always appear on Page 2. To request a orrection, send information to Editor Ellenor Downer at barre-
news@turley.com or call 978-355-4000. Corrections may also be requested in writing at Barre Gazette, P.O.
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Church News

Local pastors offer sermons

Isaiah 6 Part 2

Last week we noted that Isaiah
had the following encounter with
God amidst a season of national
change.

Isaiah 6:1-8 (NIV)

1 In the year that King Uzziah
died, I saw the Lord, high and
exalted, seated on a throne; and the
train of his robe filled the temple.
2 Above him were seraphim, each
with six wings: With two wings
they covered their faces, with two
they covered their feet, and with
two they were flying. 3 And they
were calling to one another:

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord
Almighty; the whole earth is full of
his glory.”

4 At the sound of their voices
the doorposts and thresholds shook
and the temple was filled with
smoke.

5 “Woe to me.” I cried. “I am
ruined. For I am a man of unclean
lips, and I live among a people of
unclean lips, and my eyes have
seen the King, the Lord Almighty.”

6 Then one of the seraphim flew
to me with a live coal in his hand,
which he had taken with tongs
from the altar. 7 With it he touched
my mouth and said, “See, this
has touched your lips; your guilt
is taken away and your sin atoned
for.”

8 Then I heard the voice of the
Lord saying, “Whom shall I send?
And who will go for us?”

And I said, “Here am I. Send
me.”

Once again, what did Isaiah
experience as a result of this divine
encounter?

1) His Eyes Were Opened to the
Holiness of God. Isaiah came to
realize purity, majesty and suprem-
acy divine. Regardless of what
was happening amidst Judah and
its king, God reigned unrivaled,
unchallenged, unmatched and
undeterred in heavenly places (v.
1-4).

2) His Eyes Were Opened to
Personal Spiritual Defilement.
Isaiah came to recognize not only
the uncleanness of wayward Judah,
but his own sinfulness in the pres-
ence of a holy God (v. 5).

3) He Experienced Cleansing
Via God’s Mercy and Provision.
His willingness to confess his inig-
uity led to pardon (v. 6-7).

4) He Sensed the Call of
God Unto Service. It was in this
moment of spiritual revelation that
Isaiah sensed the heart of God for
those who were lost (Isa. 6:8):
“Then I heard the voice of the Lord
saying, ‘Whom shall I send? And
who will go for us?” And I said,
‘Here am I. Send me.”

Why am I sharing this ancient
story? Simply put, I believe we are
similarly in the midst of a season of
change. Like the days of Isaiah, we
live in tumultuous times and seem-
ingly everything is in flux. Can you
feel it? Having watched recent hap-
penings overseas in particular, a
great many feel as though things
will never be the same! What
am I praying for in such times?
Consider:

1) For Our Eyes to Be Opened
to the Holiness of God. May we
come to realize the purity, maj-
esty and supremacy of our divine
King. Regardless of what is taking
place in Washington D.C., Ukraine,
Russia, China, or Israel and Gaza,
the Lord reigns unrivaled, unchal-
lenged, unmatched and undeterred
in heavenly places.

2) For Our Eyes to Be Opened
to Personal Spiritual Defilement.
To what degree do you recognize
the rampant immorality in our
nation? To what degree are you and
I aware of our own?

3) For Us to Experience God’s

Mercy and Provision in Christ.
Those who are willing to confess
their sin will come to see that God
is yet able and willing to forgive. In
fact, note the following promise (1
John 1:9): “If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just and will for-
give us our sins and purify us from
all unrighteousness.”

4) For the People of God to
Sense His Call Unto Service. If
the Church of Christ is ever going
to take the Great Commission of
Christ seriously (cf. Matt. 28:18-
20; Mark 16:15-16), let it be now!
For too long believers have slept
while the world waxes worse and
worse. Draw near to God, sense
His heart for those who know Him
not, and make Him known!

Thank you for taking the time to
read this edition. Should you have
any questions, please reach out to
me using the information below.
Moreover, we would love to see
you in person in the days to come.

Feel free to attend any of our
upcoming services. Check us out
online at www.NewLifeBarre.org
for more information.

Pastor James Foley

New Life Assembly of God
60 Main St. South Barre
jamesfoley @newlifebarre.org
978-355-6407

Twenty Fourth Sunday

after Pentecost
“We do not know when the
time comes.”
Our services can be found on
our website at www.barrechurch.
com

Scripture Reading:
Matthew 25 v 1-13

1. Introduction:

Many of us have been traveling
by car, train, bus, or air, and we are
aware that when we must catch that
bus or train, or plane, we need to
be there on time. We must be ready
to go, or they won’t wait for us. To
be ready is not everyone’s gift in
life. Some are a little more relaxed
and others are rather rigid when it
comes to preparing for something.

Yet others are somewhat in-
between. To be ready for that trip,
it involves various activities, from
getting the tickets, packing, ensur-
ing the house is taken care of,
whilst away, and so forth. There
are numerous things in life that
we must be prepared for. In some
cases, there can be some flexibility,
or something that cannot be antic-
ipated, but for the most part it is
expected that we be ready to go
somewhere or do something.

2. The Bridegroom and the Ten
Women:

In our passage we read about a
bridegroom and ten women whose
role it was to usher the bridegroom
into the wedding banquet as he was
arriving. They carried their torch-
es, which were lit, and they also
had extra oil, just in case the torch
holder was empty. In this case, we
see ten women, five of them fully
prepared with their torches and
enough oil, and five women who
were not as prepared.

Meanwhile the bridegroom
was delayed, and the women all
fell asleep before the bridegroom’s
arrival. After they woke up, the
five went to purchase more oil, and
upon their return they were too late
to enter the wedding banquet hall.
The door was closed, and the bride-
groom told them he did not know
them!

3. The Coming of Christ and the
Kingdom of Heaven

Jesus is telling this parable,
to illustrate the second coming
of Christ, the Parousia. He says
the Kingdom of Heaven is like
this story of the ten women and

the bridegroom. Its real focus is
on the day and hour of His return
that is unknown to the disciples, the
angels and even Himself.

This parable ends with the
words, “Therefore keep watch,
because you do not know the
day or the hour (of My return).”
Only God knows the time of the
Parousia. What they, the disci-
ples need to do, though, is to keep
watch, like these women were
doing, while waiting for the groom.
But more, they need to be ready,
like the five women were while
they were keeping watch.

These five women seem to be
selfish, not sharing their oil with
the other five, but they came pre-
pared for this very special ceremo-
nial event. They must have spent
days thinking about this and inves-
tigated everything they had to do,
while the other five may have been
a little too careless and not fully
prepared for the upcoming event.

The long delay of the bride-
groom was not expected, but he
did not stay away. He came, but he
came at an unexpected time. And
this is what Jesus is illustrating in
His parable, that His coming will
happen certainly, but there may be
delays along the way, and there-
fore everyone needs to wait for it,
prepare for it, and be ready for it,
because it will happen at an unex-
pected time.

The five prepared women point
to the spiritual preparedness the
disciples and all followers of Christ
need to have as we are waiting for
His second coming. The spiritual
preparedness, says R.T. France, is
not what someone else can give
you. No family member, loved one,
colleague, or neighbor can give this
for us. It is our personal response to
our God, and each individual needs
to work on that preparedness. Only
those who are prepared will then
be allowed into the Kingdom of
Heaven, like this wedding banquet.
The Parousia will come at a time
we do not expect and the door will
be closed to the ones who are not
ready.

4. Conclusion

The Kingdom of Heaven is on
the one hand, a mystery, because
it involves the deepest secrets and
thoughts of God. But it is also
transparent about the conditions of
the environment created by God
where everything is good, kind lov-
ing, and peaceful. It is the place
where God waits for all of us to
enter.

While we do not know the
exact place and when all of this
will happen, what is expected from
us is not really that complicated,
because the voice of God speaks
through the pages of the Biblical
text about what God desires from
all of us, which is justice, righ-
teousness, mercy, and humility, and
loving God and neighbor as one-
self. We will come to that place at
the end of our earthly journey.

To be in the presence of God
will be an awesome moment of
grace and glory. May God help
each one of us and more of us in
this world to get ready, in the same
way we prepare to go on that trip.
May God help us to let go of things
and ways that are counter to what
God expects from us, and embrace
a life pleasing to God.

It is a beautiful journey to be
with God. It is a journey not to be
feared, but in our surrender to God,
we will and are already experienc-
ing the blessings from God’s heart.

Amen.

Pastor Margaret Keyser
Barre Congregational
Church

30 Park St., Barre
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NBEMA donates trauma bags to
emergency responders

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette @turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD -
Anne Adams, director for the
North Brookfield Emergency
Management Agency, said the town
received $2,700 in Emergency
Management Performance Grant
funds.

At the Nov. 7 Board of
Selectmen meeting, Adams said the
NBEMA was originally going to
use the grant to purchase radios for
emergency management use, but
instead decided to use the funding
to purchase items for the Police
and Fire departments to use in
active shooter situations.

Adams said NBEMA purchased
two trauma bags to use in these
situations.

NBEMA member Shaun Adams
said the trauma bags are equipped
with tourniquets, trauma bandag-
ing, splints and more.

“Hopefully they’ll never get
used,” he said.

Fire Chief Joseph Holway
thanked NBEMA for these trauma
bags, which will help protect the
town’s emergency responders and
citizens in active shooter situations.

Police Department needs

Police Chief Mark Smith sub-
mitted a request to the Board for
$2,600 from Holden Funds to pur-
chase new replacement batteries
for the portable two-way radios.

“We currently have no replace-
ment batteries and several of the
batteries are failing, obviously
causing the potential officer safety
issue of not having reliable com-
munications with dispatch and
other officers,” Smith wrote in his
request.

Smith also requested $3,840
be reserved to purchase replace-
ment batteries for the Department’s
drone. The batteries have not been
replaced in over four years and the
batteries are no longer holding a

full charge.

Smith said the Department has
used the drone for search and res-
cue missions, as well as at fire
scenes. The drone has infrared
which helped find a missing person
at nighttime.

“It gets used quite a bit,” Smith
said.

The Board approved both pur-
chase requests.

Highway Department needs

The Highway Department
requested approval to spend
$3,000-4,000 to replace the
main hydraulic pump for the
Department’s 1995 John Deere
loader.

The Department also request-
ed approval to pay $1,400 to
McNeeley Tree Service, along with
a request to spend $300 in order to
apply fluid film to the underside of
the Department’s trucks.

The Board approved all of the
requests.

No parking signs

Brandon Avery, chair of the
Parks and Recreation Committee
requested permission to put up a
“No Parking” sign at Town Forest
Park, by the triangle area. The ruts
caused by the tires of parked cars
are making mowing the grass dif-
ficult.

Avery said the Committee
would also like to install a sign at
the main entrance to the common
before the center crosswalk, creat-
ing space to improve visibility of
pedestrians crossing the road.

“It’s really creating a dangerous
situation,” Avery said, especially
during busy events.

Administrative Assistant Ashley
Barre said the Safety Committee
had previously recommended pro-
hibiting parking on either side of
that crosswalk.

The Board approved the request
to install the signs.

Library HVAC repairs

Thomas Skowron, Board of

Trustees member at the Haston
Free Public Library said the build-
ing’s HVAC system had a circulat-
ing pump fail.

“It’s 16 years old and it failed,”
he said. The Library is using a
backup pump to keep the system
operating, but the backup is just as
old.

To replace the pump, it would
cost $9,700. Skowron asked if
American Rescue Plan Act funds
were available to cover this cost.

Board of Selectmen Chair Jason
Petraitis asked Skowron to sub-
mit a formal request to the ARPA
Committee.

The Board of Trustees will also
prepare an article for the special
town meeting warrant, in the event
ARPA funds are not approved. If
the ARPA funds are approved, the
article will be passed over at spe-
cial town meeting.

Request for resources

Representatives from the Rural
Justice Network requested per-
mission to use the common for its
annual Small Town Pride event on
June 29, 2024.

Petraitis asked if drag perform-
ers would still be included in next
year’s event, and if so, would a tent
be provided for drag performers
to perform in. The representatives
said yes, drag performers would
still be included.

A motion to approve the event
was not seconded.

Board of Selectmen Vice-Chair
John Tripp said the town’s 4th of
July celebration is normally held
the Saturday prior to the holiday,
and asked if it would cause a con-
flict.

Representatives from the Rural
Justice Network said they were
flexible with dates for their event,
to accommodate the town’s cele-
bration.

Special town meeting

A special town meeting will be

held Friday, Dec. 8 at 7 p.m.

NB Police Association is seeking
donations for Toys-For-Joy

NORTH BROOKFIELD —
The North Brookfield Police
Association Toys-For-Joy
program is asking for dona-
tions of new, unwrapped, toys,
games, crafts and sporting
equipment for children of all
ages.

Cash and check donations
(made out to North Brookfield
Police Association) are also

welcomed. These toys are
distributed to families in need
within the community.

The “Stuff-the-Bus” event
will be held Saturday, Nov.
25, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. in the
Hannaford parking lot.

AA transportation will pro-
vide a school bus and driver so
that members of the communi-
ty can come and stuff it full of

their toy donations. This event
is an overwhelming success
every year as citizens come
out in droves to show their
support and generosity.

As always, gift donations
will also be accepted in the
North Brookfield Police
Station lobby, Dollar General
and North Brookfield Savings
Bank (Gilbert Street location).

White Christmas returns on Sunday, Dec. 3

WEST BROOKFIELD - All
are welcome to join the town on
Sunday, Dec. 3 from 10 a.m.-
6 p.m. for the 31st Annual White
Christmas celebration.

There will be fun for folks of all
ages going on throughout the day.
Kick-off of the holiday season by
touring the historic town, strolling
the downtown district, exploring
local businesses and open houses,
decorating gingerbread houses in
the Great Hall, meeting Santa for a
quick picture, as well dropping off
those letters headed directly to the
North Pole.

There will be horse drawn car-
riage rides throughout the day as

well as shopping with dozens of
vendors set up throughout town. A
puppet show, an elf hunt and ice
carvings are sure to keep every-
one’s spirits high.

There will be plenty for the
entire family to come and enjoy.
If you are lucky, you may just
see Father Christmas strolling the
streets and greeting visitors in
town.

Stick around to close the day
with West Brookfield’s annual tra-
dition of gathering around the larg-
est evergreen in town (located on
the town common) while it illumi-
nates for the first time this holiday
season.

West Brookfield’s White
Christmas Committee 2023 is
excited to be able to share this fun-
filled day with both residents and
non-residents alike. This is a free
event brought to you courtesy of
local businesses and town support-
ers.

Maps of town open houses and
vendors can be picked up in var-
ious local business, by accessing
the 31st Annual White Christmas
in West Brookfield Facebook page
or by emailing whitechristmaswb@
gmail.com.

Parking is available free
throughout town.

HARDWICK - Classic
Christmas on the Common will
be held Sunday, Nov. 26 from 3-7
p-m. on the town common.

There will be holiday fun with
a visit from Santa, games and

Classic Christmas on the Common
is set for Nov. 26

activities, 10+ vendors, annual tree
lighting, touch a truck, hay rides,
gingerbread house competition,
holiday parade, dinner and bonfire
at Mimi’s.

Purchase your Hardwick winter

hat and 2024 calendar featuring
photos taken by residents.

A cookie walk will be held in
the Town House with proceeds to
benefit Hardwick’s Christmas for
Kids.

FOR RENT

Barre Gazette

OBITUARY POLICY

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertis-

[ ]
Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for our waiting list.
The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry

facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo.
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

Richard Mansfield Ricky Mansfield apartments when available.
Director Nationally recognized as a Director CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
N Selected Independent Funeral Home 413-477-6496
y with the highest ethical and TDD (800)439-2379
B BBB Award Recipient professional standards. ﬁ

Turley Publications offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

er is requested to check
their advertisement the
first time it appears.
This paper will not be
responsible for more
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in
an advertisement to a
greater extent than the
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the
advertisement.
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Calendar of Events

THURSDAY, NOV. 16

CIRCLE OF SONG REHEARSALS are held every
Thursday night, at the Barre Town Hall, Exchange
Street, Barre. The choral group of 23 years sings
in four-part harmony and often in other languages.
People may email julie@mhof.net or call 978-257-
1192 for more information. They preform several
concerts during the year. New members are always
welcome. Membership dues are sliding scale from $25
per year for students and $40 - $70 for adults accord-
ing to ability to pay.

TRIP TO IWO JIMA IN 2013 will be recounted by
Bill Shea, owner of Ruptured Duck, today from 6-8
p.m. at the Hubbardston Public Library, 7 Main St.
He is a collector, appraiser, consultant and longtime
Hubbardston resident. He will tell of his three-year
delay to get there, a grueling travel schedule and
the final success on reaching the summit of Mount
Suribachi. The Battle for Iwo Jima echoes through his-
tory, come listen to Bill Shea’s journey.

FRIDAY, NOV. 17

SUPPORT GROUP for grandparent raising grand-
children will be held today from 9:30-11 a.m. at
Worcester Family Resource Center, 20 Cedar St.,
Worcester. This group meets the third Friday of every
month. People should call 508-796-1411 or email
yiwfrycyouice @sevenhillsorg to register or for more
information.

SATURDAY, NOV. 18

YULETIDE CRAFT FAIR sponsored by the
Rutland Friends of the Council on Aging will be held
today from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Senior/Community
Center, on 53 Glenwood Road, Rutland. There will be
vendors, lunch and bake sale at affordable prices.

HARVEST AND HOLLY FAIR will be held today
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Oakham Congregational
Church, 4 Coldbrook Road, Oakham. The church
will have a bake table, craft table, raffles, quilt raffle,
snack bar and White Elephant Table. The Cookie Walk
returns this year. There will also be local crafters and
vendors.

WINTER GRIEF SEMINAR, “Embracing loss
during the holidays,” will be held today from 1-2:30
p-m. at the Holden Senior Center, 1130 Main St.,
Holden. This seminar offers practical ways to honor
grief when people find it hard to celebrate. The sem-
inar is free, open to everyone, and each attendee will
receive lunch and a free book. People may call 508-
829-4434 to register. For more information, they may
visit www.milesfuneralhome.com.

14TH ANNUAL HOLIDAY BAZAAR sponsored
by the Friends of Wilbraham Seniors will be held
today from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at St. Cecilia Church, 42
Main St., Wilbraham. This bazaar is a full day of
shopping with over 25 exhibitors, offering handmade
soaps, greeting cards, Christmas ornaments, doggie
goodies, and more. Their famous huge Raffle offers
many chances to bring home a lovely gift basket or
other gifts. Lunch prepared by the folks at Loomis
Lakeside at Reeds Landing in Springfield cook up
meatball grinders, or pick a sweet treat from the bake
sale of muffins, cookies and more. Hot coffee will be
available. Santa Claus will be riding into town at 11
a.m. and will stay until 2 p.m. for visits with children
of all ages, who can get their picture taken. All chil-
dren receive a free gift. This years event proceeds will
support Recognition Programs of Friends Volunteers.
For more information, people may call AnnMarie at
413-599-4803.

Where is this?

Turley Publications Photo by Ellenor Downer

This week’s mystery photo is from Hardwick. If any readers know where this photo was
taken, they may email edowner@turley.com or call the Barre Gazette at 413-967-3505,
extension 100 with their answer by noon on Monday, Nov. 20. The names of those that
correctly guessed the location will appear in the following edition. Bill Bowles, Stephen
Craven, Bridget Lachance and Evelyn Luukko correctly identified the photo. The photo
last week was of Rice Park, School Street North in Barre.

EXPLORING WARE RIVER WATERSHED
GROUP HIKE will take place today from 11 a.m.-1
p.m. This is a 4.4 mile, moderate hike near Rutland
State Park. Participants should meet at Massachusetts
Central Rail Trail Mid State Trail parking area, Route
122, Rutland. The route climbs/descends roughly 200
ft. in elevation. The hike begins/ends on the MCRT
with a loop in the middle consisting of Camel’s Hump,
Long Meadow Road and Prison Camp Road. People
may visit the following website for additional informa-
tion on the route: https://www.trailforks.com/route/4-
mi-inner-loop-near-rutland-state-park/. Ticks are still
active so protection is advised, as is wearing orange
during hunting season. People should dress appropri-
ately for the weather and bring water and snacks.

People may email Maria.beiter@mass.gov to reg-
ister or visit www.mass.gov/dcr/quabbineducation for
more education.

SUNDAY, NOV. 19

INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE will
be held today at 3 p.m. in the First Congregational
Parish, Unitarian, on the Petersham Common, with
the three church communities, First Congregational
Parish Unitarian, the Orthodox Congregational
Church, and St. Peter’s Church, participating in the
service. The Reverend John Pastor, who is well-
known in the community as parish minister, supply
preacher, and chaplain will be offering the homily.
Congregants from the three parishes will be partici-
pating.. Refreshments will be served at a community
gathering directly after the service. All are welcome.
For more information, people may call 978-724-
3401.

FRIDAY, DEC. 1

SMALL WORKS AND HOLIDAY
MARKETPLACE will be held today and Friday,
Dec. 8 from 6-8 p.m. and Saturday, Dec. 2; Sunday,

Dec. 3; Saturday, Dec. 9 and Sunday, Dec. 10
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at the Princeton Senior and
Community Center, 206 Worcester Road, Princeton.
People may browse, shop and enjoy hundreds of fine
art and artisan-made, affordable holiday gift items
made by members of the Princeton Arts Society.
There will be wonderful small wall art in many
media available and tables will overflow with jew-
elry, cards, prints, ornaments, fabric items, original
books, bags, ceramics, woodworking, and much,
much more. Your holiday shopping will be made all
the more meaningful by supporting local artists. The
Princeton Arts Society is a nonprofit organization
promoting the arts in Central Massachusetts through
programs, events and shows.

22ND ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF TREES sponsored
by the Rutland Historical Society begins today with
a concert by the Merrimack Valley Bell Ringers at
7:30 p.m. and a brownie social following the concert
at the First Congregational Church of Rutland, 264
Main St., Rutland. On Saturday, Dec. 2 from 4-8
p.m. at the Rutland Library, 280 Main St., Rutland
there will be activities for all to enjoy, including dec-
orated Trees, gingerbread houses, a basket drawing,
a visit with Santa and Santa’s Sweet Shoppe. At the
First Congregational Church of Rutland at 6 p.m.
there will be holiday music and a reading of names
in remembrance and celebration of loved ones, fol-
lowed by the 33rd Annual Tree Lighting at 6:30 p.m.
with a Fireworks Display immediately following. On
Sunday, Dec. 3 from 1-4 p.m. at the Rutland Library
the festival will include a visit with Santa, train rides,
children’s craft activity and a magician. Food trucks
will be on site for attendees to purchase food. All are
welcome to this fun filled holiday kickoff.

SATURDAY, DEC. 2

LIVING NATIVITY will be held at Our Savior

Lutheran Church, 1 Hager Park Road, Westminster,
located at the junction of Routes 2 and 140 today and
tomorrow, Sunday, Dec. 3 from 6-8 p.m. Admission
and parking are free. For more information, people
may email office @oursaviorlecms.com, call 978-874-
2479 or visit www.livingnativity.net.

GINGERBREAD FAIR will be held today from 9
am.-1 p.m. at the First Parish Unitarian Church, on
the Common. There will be spices, candy, home baked
goods, crafts, knitting, raffles, fresh laurel wreaths and
baskets evergreen.

CHRISTMAS COOKIE AND GIFT TABLES
sponsored by Cradle Rock Chapter Order of Eastern
Star will be held today from 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Mt.
Zion Masonic Lodge, 71 Pleasant St., Barre. They
are sold by the pound at $7 per pound. They will have
over 100 pounds of cookies to choose from. People
should come early for the best selection. There will be
gift tables as well.

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE sponsored by the
Woman’s Guild of St. Francis of Assisi Parish will
take place Saturday, Dec. 2 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at St.
Joseph’s Chapel, 29 South St., Barre in the church
hall There will be a luncheon, cemetery baskets, poin-
settias, raffles, bake shoppe, hot cocoa bar and games
and prizes for children. People can make an Advent
Calendar.

SUNDAY, DEC. 3

WEST BROOKFIELD WHITE CHRISTMAS
CELEBRATION will take place today from 10 a.m.-
6 p.m. There will be fun for folks of all ages going
on throughout the day. Activities include touring
the historic town, strolling the downtown district,
exploring local businesses and open houses, dec-
orating gingerbread houses in Great Hall, meeting
Santa for a quick picture, as well dropping off those
letters headed directly to the North Pole. There will
be horse drawn carriage rides throughout the day
as well as shopping with dozens of vendors set up
throughout town. A puppet show, an elf hunt and
ice carvings are sure to keep everyone’s spirits
high. People may see Father Christmas strolling the
streets and greeting visitors. Stick around to close
the day with West Brookfield’s annual tradition
of gathering around the largest evergreen in town,
located on the town common, while it illuminates
for the first time this holiday season. This is a free
event sponsored by local businesses and town sup-
porters. Maps of town open houses and vendors can
be picked up in various local business, by accessing
our Facebook page 31st Annual White Christmas
in West Brookfield or by emailing whitechristmas-
wb @ gmail.com.

Calendar Policy

POLICY: Our calendar section is intended
to promote “free” events or ones that directly
affect a volunteer-driven organization that benefits
the community. Paid events that are not deemed
fund-raisers or benefits do not qualify. Non-
charitable events that charge the public to enter
are not allowed as we consider that paid advertis-
ing. The deadline to submit calendar items in the
mail, by fax, or emailed in Word document format
is Monday at noon or sooner. We usually print
one week in advance of an event, and the listings
should be brief, with only time, date, location,
briefactivity explanation and contact information.

BARRE,
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be funded with free cash or from
the Capital Stabilization Fund.

Select Board Chair Marshall
said it was not likely free cash
would be certified in time for
the Wednesday, Nov. 29 Special
Town Meeting. She said once
the books are closed, free cash
must be certified by the state
Department of Revenue.

Interim Town Administrator
Balukonis will look for a signed
contract for the grant fund-
ed truck. Either the Fire Chief
or former Town Administrator
Jessica Sizer most likely signed
it. He would also check to see if

the truck in question was on the
state procurement list. The Select
Board will put an article on the
Special Town Meeting to fund the
town’s share of the grant.
Historical Society

Select Board Chair Marshall
said the Historical Society, who
funded the repairs for the town
clock, said they heard from the
roofer, who replaced a leaking
gasket by the flagpole, that they
had not been paid. She said she
was not sure the town received
an invoice from the roofer. The
cost was $540 and there will be
an article on the STM warrant
to fund the cost of repairs to
remedy leaking onto the town
clock.

Other articles

There will also be an arti-
cle to fund the Department of
Public Works salary contracts
since their union contract was
ratified. In addition, there will
be a place holder for the police
union contract if it is ratified
before the STM. Interim Town
Administrator said the treasurer/
collector also submitted two arti-
cles.

Pole hearing

The Select Board held pole
petitions for Williamsville and
Farrington Road, Hardwick Road,
Cutler Road and Pleasant Street.
The Wiliamsville and Farrington
Road petition was continued from
last month as the Department of

Public Workers Superintendent
had not reviewed the pole loca-
tions as they were not staked.

The National Grid spokesper-
son said the DPW Superintendent
had some concerns regarding the
pole locations and National Grid
reconfigured those locations. The
Select Board approved the pole
locations. The petition called for
the removal of the pole on a center
island at Farrington Road and the
addition of some poles to support
the span of the heavier type cable
they now use.

The Select Board also approved
pole petitions for Hardwick Road,
Cutler Road and Pleasant Street.
The Hardwick Road pole extend-
ed the line another 150 feet for

a new home on the road. The
Cutler Road petition extends the
pole line as the customer’s home
was too far from the transformer.
The Pleasant Street pole location
provides service to a customer on
Washburn Street.
Town Administrator contract

Interim Town Administrator
said the new Town Administrator
Tammy Martin has a three-year
contract and her starting salary is
$90,000. She will begin work on
Monday, Dec. 11. She will have
yearly performance reviews.

He said town counsel reviewed
the TA contract. The Select Board
approved and signed the contract.
Her starting salary was within the
amount approved at the Annual

Town Meeting. Some of the extra
funds would be used to provide
Human Resource support for the
Town Administrator.

Public Comment

A resident said due to the
heavy rains this year, there has
been considerable erosion on
Fisher Road off Sunrise Avenue.
Large rocks are in danger of dam-
aging the culvert headwall. He
was concerned with the rocks fall-
ing into the brook.

Select Board Marshall said she
will bring the matter before DPW
Commission meeting about fix-
ing the issue. She said the DPW
was understaffed and possibly the
town could use an outside con-
tractor to do the work.

$19.50/hr.
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Second Chance Animal Services seeks support

EAST BROOKFIELD - Second
Chance Animal Services, an organiza-
tion committed to the welfare of pets
to help them live better lives, is reach-
ing out to the community with a heart-
felt plea for support amidst a growing
crisis that threatens the well-being of
countless animals.

While the nonprofit is on track for
another record-breaking year, cele-
brating numerous success stories
made possible by the community’s
caring and compassionate support,
a dark cloud looms over the joyous
achievements. The state of animal
welfare is in peril, with pets and pet
owners grappling with a trifecta of
challenges that demand immediate
attention.

The rising tide of inflation has led
to food insecurity for both humans
and their furry companions, as the
cost of pet care essentials skyrock-
ets. Housing costs are soaring, forc-
ing families to make heartbreaking
decisions about their living situations,
often resulting in the surrender of
beloved pets. Additionally, the veteri-
nary care crisis persists, with burnout
among professionals causing a short-
age of crucial services

No longer an issue isolated to the

south, shelters are reaching capaci-
ty across the country, forcing many
to euthanize perfectly adoptable pets
when they are out of space. Second
Chance never euthanizes for space
and is taking in as many transports as
they can to save countless lives, but
their space is being limited as they
grapple with an increase in surrenders
from local pet owners.

As they approach the end of the
year, a deep sense of distress envelops
the organization for the plight of ani-
mals in the community. The economic
landscape is taking an unforgiving
toll on pets and their devoted owners.
Families facing financial challenges
are forced into heartbreaking deci-
sions about the well-being of their
cherished pets.

“We are being stretched to our lim-
its and I am deeply concerned, but
amidst the crisis, there is hope,” said
Second Chance CEO and Founder
Sheryl Blancato. “With our passionate
supporters behind us, we remain com-
mitted to providing crucial programs
and services to address the root causes
of pet surrender. We offer a blend of
innovative initiatives that focus on ill-
ness prevention and intake prevention
by providing essential assistance to

Submitted photo
Houston, an 8-year-old lab/
boxer mix, at the Second Chance
Adoption Center, is waiting to
find a new home.

overwhelmed pet owners.”
Full-Service Veterinary Hospitals:
The demand for assistance at the orga-
nization’s four full-service veterinary
hospitals continues to rise. More pets
than ever are receiving care at subsi-
dized rates, ensuring that all animals
can access the vital care they need.
Community Outreach: This year
Second Chance has been out in the
community providing more life-sav-
ing vaccine clinics and Homebound to
the Rescue visits than in recent years.
These programs aim to bridge the
gap between pet owners and essen-

tial veterinary services. Homebound
to the Rescue works with communi-
ty resources to bring veterinary care
to senior housing communities at no
cost. The program is made possible
through generous grants and dona-
tions to keep pets and seniors together.

Pet Food Pantry: The organi-
zation’s pet food pantry program
is working overtime to meet the
increasing demand. Distributions to
human food pantries have surged,
ensuring that pets and their families
do not go hungry. Twice this year,
Second Chance ran out cat food to
meet requests from local pantries and
reached out to the public for help
refilling the supply.

Second Chance Animal Services
is calling on the community to join
the fight against the pet crisis. With
support, more pets can stay in their
homes with the people who love them.
Together, we can make a difference
and ensure that no pet is left behind.

For more information on how to
contribute and support Second Chance
Animal Services, people may visit
secondchanceanimals.org/donate.
Check can also be mailed to Second
Chance, 111 Young Road, P.O. Box
136, East Brookfield, MA 01515.
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Second Chance Animal
Services receives award

EAST BROOKFIELD - Second Chance Animal
Services announced it has been named a “2023 Top-
Rated Nonprofit” by GreatNonprofits, the leading
website for community recommendations of chari-
ties and nonprofits.

Second Chance offers programs and services
that help over 44,000 pets a year to live better lives.
“We are honored to be named a 2023 Top-Rated
Nonprofit,” says Chief Development Officer Lindsay
Doray. “We are proud of our accomplishments this
year. The importance of our work has never been
more pronounced as the economy continues to take a
toll on pets in our communities. At our vet hospitals,
more pet owners are relying on subsidized rates than
ever before to care for their cherished companions.
Meanwhile our shelter is taking in local surrenders at
a rate not seen in over a decade.”

The Top-Rated Nonprofit Award is based on the
rating and number of reviews that Second Chance
received from volunteers, donors and aid recipients.

“Second Chance is a great example of a nonprofit
making a real difference in their community,” said
Perla Ni, CEO of GreatNonprofits, “Their award is
well-deserved recognition not only of their work,
but the tremendous support they receive, as shown
by the many outstanding reviews they have received
from people who have direct experience working with
Second Chance.”

GreatNonprofits is the largest donation website for
nonprofits and where people share stories about their
personal experiences on more than 1.6 million char-
ities and nonprofits. The GreatNonprofits Top-Rated
Awards are the only awards for nonprofits determined
by those who have direct experience with the charities
as donors, volunteers and recipients of aid.

HARDWlCK, continued from page 1

split tax rate could give residents is not warranted. It
would also place a burden on commercial taxpayers,
who would pay a higher rate with this type of classi-
fication.

A single tax rate would be $12.62 per $1,000 val-
uation.

Kolenda explained that the split rate, would reduce
residential taxes to $12.02 but would increase com-
mercial rates to $18.93.

The Select Board voted to accept the single tax
rate of $12.62, as recommended by the Board of
Assessors.

Liquor license

Kat Riley of the Whistle Stop Restaurant came
before the Select Board seeking a new, all-alcohol
restaurant license for her Main Street establishment.

Riley said she wants to be able to offer alcoholic
beverages in the restaurant, and in an adjacent train
car. The Board approved the application.

New position

Select Board members approved the creation of a
Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals clerk
position.

Resignation

The Select Board accepted two resignation letters
from Edward Kelly, one from the Board of Trustees
of the Paige Memorial Library and the other from the
Council on Aging.

EV charging stations

The Select Board signed a contract to accept a
grant from the Electric Vehicle Incentive Program,
to cover the replacement of electric vehicle charging
stations.

Cultural Council grant

The Select Board accepted $11,400 on behalf
of the Hardwick/New Braintree Cultural Council,
through the Local Cultural Council program.

CHAMBER,

continued from page 1

of jobs from anywhere in the world.

Now, there is out-migration from the common-
wealth, which has dropped 12 spots to being ranked
45th among states for tax incentives. Smola said a tax
incentive package was passed to help balance it out.

“We manage our money really well,” Smola said of
the commonwealth.

Even with the best money management, hous-
ing continues to be a top concern for residents of
Massachusetts. The housing crisis is impacting people
from all income levels.

“Housing, housing, housing...it is our big problem,”
Smola said, and its another reason people are relocating
to other states.

Smola said 400,000 additional housing units will
help the problem, but it won’t fix it.

Transportation is another issue residents face, Smola
said, especially in rural areas where infrastructure is
lacking. Retention of workers is also a concern for busi-
ness owners, especially in western Massachusetts.

“We are losing our young workforce,” he said.

Smola said while the commonwealth is facing these
issues, its strength lies in the small businesses that con-
tinue to grow and serve people across the region.

“The backbone of this region is really the small busi-
nesses,” Smola said.

About the Chamber

The Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce was
established in 1978 to assist businesses in the Quaboag
Hills Region, serving the towns of Belchertown,
Brimfield, Brookfield, East Brookfield, Hardwick,
Holland, Monson, New Braintree, North Brookfield,
Palmer, Spencer, Wales, Ware, Warren and West
Brookfield.

Its mission is to advance economic growth and tour-
ism in the region, to be an advocate for policies that
achieve the development goals of the communities, and
to advance the interests of its members.

The Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce offers
more than just networking opportunities. It helps the
business community from the smallest entrepreneurs to
the largest corporations; through trainings, seminars and
more.

Membership fees start at $245 a year, with the aver-
age business paying about $1 a day for the Chamber’s
services. Membership fees are only $100 for nonprofit
organizations.

The Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce is located
at 4 Springfield St., Suite 525, Three Rivers. For more
information, visit ghma.com, call 413-283-2418 or
email info@ghma.com.
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Panthers season ends against Uxbridge

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

UXBRIDGE—Once the sting
of losing in the Division 4 state
quarterfinals fades away in a cou-
ple of weeks, the members of the
Quabbin field hockey team will
look back on the 2023 season with
fond memories.

The ninth-seeded Lady Panthers
made the trip to the Blackstone
Valley last Saturday looking to
upset the top-seeded and two-
time Division 4 state champion
Uxbridge High School.

Just like they’ve done in 21
of their 22 games this fall, the
Spartans players celebrated a 7-0
victory over the Lady Panthers
before a large crowd on their home
turf field.

“We were able to win a lot of
great games this year,” said Shelly
Zalneraitis, who completed her
30th season as the Lady Panthers
varsity field hockey coach. “I'm
really proud of these girls, espe-
cially the seniors.”

The Lady Panthers senior cap-
tains are Kylie Casey, Camryn
Orsini, Gracie Talbot, and Julianna
Stanger, who was the starting goal-
keeper. The other two seniors are
Annabelle Magill, and Madylin
Breault.

“The seniors were our leaders

Kenzie Casey advances along the sideline.

this year,” Zalneraitis said. “It was
a very special season.”

Quabbin’s five returning starters
in the fall of 2024 will be junior
Sydney Slattery, junior Haley Ayer,
sophomore Farrah Wojcik, sopho-
more Madelyn Stauder, and fresh-
man Makenzie Casey.

After finishing the regular sea-
son with an 8-4-3 record, the Lady

Panthers entered the Central Mass.
Athletic Directors Association
Class B tournament as the fourth
seed.

They defeated the fifth-seed-
ed Oakmont Spartans, 4-0, in a
CMADA quarterfinal home game.
It was the first time that the Lady
Panthers defeated their Mid-Wach
B rivals since a 1-0 home victory

Abby Rogowski dribbles up
the field.
on October 13, 2021.

The Lady Panthers then defeat-
ed top-seeded Lunenburg, 2-1, in
the semifinals, and second-seeded
Clinton, 2-1 in the Class B. finals.

Quabbin, who handed both
Lunenburg and Clinton their first

See FIELD HOCKEY, page x
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Julianna Stanger makes a save for the Panthers.

Violet Kelley deflects the ball.

BARRE - Quabbin
Regional High School
football will close out
its football season with
a holiday eve matchup
on Wednesday, Nov. 22
against Gardner High
School.

Last year, for the
second straight time,
Quabbin defeated
Gardner in their annual

Turley photos by Ray Duffy
Luke Salvadore catches a pass in
the first quarter during last year’s

Thanksgiving game.

Thanksgiving holiday
matchup. This year, it
was a 34-21 victory on
the turf of Gardner High
School last Thursday

morning. Nick Warburton
scored four touchdowns
to lead the Panthers.
Jaxon Warburton had
the other score. Nick
Warburton scored on
runs of 8, 13, 33, and 45
yards. He finished with
332 on an impressive 37
carries. His total captured
the single-season rushing
record for Quabbin. The
game concludes the fall
season for Quabbin with
winter practices starting
this week.

This year could prove
a little more difficult as
Gardner improved and
has a 31-0 win over

year.

Nick Warburton crosses the goal line

in his first touchdown run.

Kickoff is set for 6 p.m.

Panthers look for
third straight
holiday win

Quabbin in Week 1 of this Nick Warburton cele-

brates after scoring a
touchdown.

Bryce Venne catches a Gardner punt.

Cole Austin with a leading block to help Nick
Warburton carry into the endzone.

Pioneers, Orioles set to
matchup on Thanksgiving

Staff photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Brandon Hnitecki makes a tackle for the Pioneers.

PALMER - Last Thanksgiving,
the Pathfinder High School football
team scored early and often, utiliz-
ing the pass game to their advantage
en route to a win over Belchertown.
It was the first Thanksgiving win in
a few years for the Pioneers, which
finished the season above .500 for
the first time in several years.

This year, both teams are com-
ing off pretty successful seasons,

Hunter Griswold makes a
throw for Pathfinder.

setting up for a very good match-
up on Thanksgiving morning, next
Thursday.

This year’s game will be held at
Belchertown High School and the
kickoff will take place a little early,
at 9 a.m. Belchertown utilized the
early kickoff two years ago for the
first time.

Belchertown made the state tour-
nament for the first time with a 7-1
record and a 4-1 conference record,
losing only to Hoosac on Oct. 1.

The Orioles would be defeated
by Shawsheen Valley Vocational
49-8 on Nov. 3 and then faced Ware
in nonplayoff action in Week 10.
The Orioles were defeated in that
matchup, entering the Thanksgiving
matchup with a 7-3 record overall.

Pathfinder enters this year’s
matchup at 4-6, though their team
has had a much better season than
their record reflects.

Even in defeat, Pathfinder
always was in competitive match-
ups, and they were success-
ful in Tri-County action, going
3-2, including a win over Smith
Vocational on Oct. 27.

Smith Vocational got a bit of
revenge, defeating Pathfinder
in nonplayoff action on Nov. 10.
Pathfinder also lost to Lee in Week
9.

Austin Lagimoniere ranges to make a catch.

COLLEGE

Mahar’s Parker
scores in
conference
semifinal win

WESTFIELD - Westfield
State junior forward Delaney
Parker (Orange, Mass./Mahar)
scored a pair of goals and
Kiana Muratsuka (Mililani,
Hawaii) handed out three
assists as Westfield State held
off Worcenster State, 3-2 in the
Massachusetts State Collegiate
Athletic Conference semifinals at
Alumni Field on Nov. 2.

With the win, Westfield
advances to Sunday’s champion-
ship game to play the winner of
tonight’s other semifinal round
game, as top seed Bridgewater
hosts Fitchburg State at 7:00 p.m.
tonight. Sunday’s title game time
and site will be determined fol-
lowing tonight’s second semifinal.

Westfield will be seeking their
third straight conference tourna-
ment title an it’s 10th under 18th
year head coach Todd Ditmar.

Second-seeded Westfield is
now 12-6-1overall in the season,
while third-seed Worcester State’s
year comes to a close at 6-9-2.

Westfield took command early
in the match as Parker launched
a left-footed blast from the top
left corner of the 18 just 6:10
into the match. Owls’ goalkeeper
Julia Robak’s (Chicopee, Mass./
Comp) punt sailed to midfield
where Muratsuka tapped the ball
to Morgan Berthiaume (Webster,
Mass./Douglas) , who slotted a
long through ball to Parker to set
up the goal.

Westfield grabbed a 2-0 lead
in the 23rd minute as the Owls
took advantage when a pair of
Worcester State defenders col-
lided while going after a header,
that let Muratsaka tap a back pass
to Berthiaume, who loaded up a
blast from 25 yards out on the left
side to the far post for the goal.

Westfield outshot the Lancers
10-4 in the first half.

Worcester trimmed the lead to
2-1 in the 54th minute when Abby
Bond (Bolton, Mass./Nashoba)
slotted a long through ball to Erin
Condon (E. Bridgewater, Mass.),
who fired through traffic and beat
Robak to her right for the goal.

Westfield regained the two-
goal cushion midway through the
second half, getting good buildup
from the midfield as Maratsuka
sent the ball ahead on the left side
to Tia Tollis (E. Longmeadow,
Mass.), who found Parked
alone on the right side, where

See COLLEGE, page 10
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T-Birds fall in overtime

BRIDGEPORT, CT - The
Springfield Thunderbirds (7-6-1-
0) got a terrific netminding per-
formance, but the offense went
cold in a 2-1 overtime loss to
the Bridgeport Islanders (4-6-
1-0) on Saturday night at Total
Mortgage Arena in Bridgeport.

The starting goaltenders were
the best performers in the open-
ing period. Malcolm Subban got
the nod for the T-Birds after a
strong relief effort in Providence
on Friday and helped Springtfield
kill off a pair of Islander power
plays in the first, denying nine
shots in the period. At the other
end, Ken Appleby was far bus-
ier than he was last Sunday
when he needed to make just 17
saves in 60 minutes against the
T-Birds. He had an answer for
all 11 Springfield shots in the
first frame.

The scoreless affair was bro-
ken at the 5:54 mark in the sec-
ond period. After Springfield
failed to generate a chance on
an odd-man rush, it sprung
the Islanders into the T-Birds

zone on a 3-on-1, and Ruslan
Iskhakov elected to take the
shot himself from the right cir-
cle, slipping it between Subban’s
legs to give Bridgeport the 1-0
advantage and snap a streak of
more than 75 minutes without a
goal for the Isles.

Despite some shaky moments
in the stanza, the T-Birds fought
back to even the score at 15:28.
Near the end of a shift, Will
Bitten entered the offensive zone
on the left wing, dropping a pass
at the top of the left circle for
Joey Duszak. After stumbling
slightly, Duszak regathered his
footing and surprised Appleby
with a low shot along the ice
that sneaked home, equaling
things at 1-1. Bitten picked up
his first assist of the year, while
Duszak’s tally was his first goal
as a Thunderbird.

Subban remained stout in
between the pipes, as he shut
down each of the other 13 shots
he faced in the period, allowing
just the Iskhakov wrister to beat
him, taking the 1-1 tie into the

final 20 minutes.

Shots and chances heavily
favored the Islanders in the third
period, as Springfield just a sin-
gle shot on goal in the final 20
minutes. Subban, though, main-
tained his poise and nearly sin-
glehandedly earned a standings
point for the T-Birds, forcing the
1-1 tie into overtime.

After winning their first two
overtime games of the season,
Springfield could not make
it three straight, as Iskhakov
stormed up the ice to create a
2-on-1 with Sam Asselin with
under a minute left in overtime.
Asselin hit Iskhakov in stride,
and the skilled winger made no
mistake in beating Subban on
the stick side to seal the victory
at 4:08 of extra time.

The T-Birds come back home
next Friday, Nov. 17 for anoth-
er Deuces Wild Friday at the
Thunderdome, where the
T-Birds will take on the Utica
Comets for their first of four
matchups on the season, with
puck drop at 7:05 p.m.

Sign up for the Wilbraham Turkey Trot

WILBRAHAM - Please
join us on Thanksgiving morn-
ing, Nov. 23 for the Wilbraham
Turkey Trot - a five-mile road
race up Monson Road now in
its 44nd year. The annual tradi-
tion, started in 1980, has grown
in recent years selling out at 500
runners the past several years.
This year, the maximum has
been increased to 550 partici-

pants.
The race returned suc-
cessfully returned last

Thanksgiving morning for the
annual tradition benefitting the
Community Survival Center.
There is no vaccination require-
ment this year. The course starts
in Woodland Dell Cemetery
just up from race headquar-
ters at the Wilbraham United
Church. Runners then make a
left onto Main St. and head up

Monson Road. Once summit-
ed, runners turn left and enjoy
scenic views of the valley from
atop Ridge Road and enjoy the
downhill along Mountain Road
before turning back on Main
Street to the church. The race
starts at 8:30 a.m. with bib pick-
up beginning at 7:30 a.m. at the
church.

The race focuses on providing
a classic New England Turkey
Trot with chip timing, race
swag, and one big hill. Awards
will be given for the first male
and female runners to the top of
Monson Road.

Registration is only $20 and
available online at www.RunReg.
com/wilbrahamturkeytrot

Residents are asked not to
park on Woodland Dell or Main
Street on Thanksgiving morning
and to avoid driving on the route

until after the race has concluded
at 10 a.m. Any traffic will be
detoured downhill from Monson
Road to Main along Ridge and
Mountain Roads.

Expected road closures are as
follows:

Main Street: From Monson to
Woodland Dell: 8:30-8:35 a.m.

Monson Road: Closed to
downhill traffic from Ridge Road
to Main Street: 8:30-8:50 a.m.
(Traffic detoured down ridge
road)

Ridge Road: Closed to uphill
traffic from Mountain to Monson:
8:35-9:10 a.m.

(Traffic detoured down
Mountain Road)

Mountain Road: Closed to
uphill traffic from Main to Ridge:
8:40-9:25 a.m.

(Traffic can travel uphill via
Monson Road)

UMass hosting Pioneer Valley Tip-Off

AMHERST - The Pioneer
Valley Tip-Off is a student-run
high school basketball show-
case featuring some of the best
talent in Central and Western
Massachusetts. The PVTO was
started in 2011 by Scott Moses
and Pat Salle, both students at
the University of Massachusetts-

Amherst and it continues to
be entirely student-run by the
McCormack Student Leaders
Club today.

The PVTO is held each
December on the University of
Massachusetts Amherst campus,
where we strive to create a pro-
fessional environment for fans

and players alike. This year’s
event will be held on Dec. 9 and
10 and will feature teams from
throughout the region.

A schedule is online at www.
pioneervalleytip-off.com. All
games will be held at the Mullins
Center on the UMass-Amherst
campus.

Alumni
game at
Chicopee

Comp

CHICOPEE

— AIll Chicopee
Comprehensive

High School foot-
ball alumni are invit-
ed to participate in
the 6th annual CCHS
Alumni Football

Game. The game will

be taking place on
Wednesday, Nov. 22
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at 6 p.m. at Chicopee
Comp High School,
617 Montgomery
Street, Chicopee. All
proceeds will ben-
efit the Chicopee
Comprehensive foot-
ball team.
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tion, please contact
Tammy Martin-Griffin
at tmg811@yahoo.
com.
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News from the Quabbin
Regional School District

From the desk of
Colleen Mucha

Interim Superintendent
of QRSD

At the start of the school
year, second grade teachers from
Hubbardston Center School, Jess
Berner and Jen Churchill, invited
me to be a Mystery Reader in their
classroom.

It was with great excitement that
I eagerly responded to their invita-
tion and shared three clues about
myself that they asked me to pro-
vide. These clues were presented to
the class prior to my arrival and stu-
dents were asked to guess, who the
mystery reader may be. I thought
my clues were pretty helpful but
would not necessarily give my iden-
tity away too easily.

It was the morning of my big
reveal and I was genuinely ner-
vous. I wondered, “How would the
students respond to the book that
I had chosen?” “Would I be able
to capture their attention, get them
engaged and keep them focused on
the story?” “Would they understand
that the book was written from the
perspective of dogs?” “Would they
have their own dog stories that
they’d want to share? If they did,
how would I manage that?”

These are the questions that our
teachers ask themselves multiple
times every day when they plan
their lessons. They have to center
the curriculum and content around
the students. They work hard to
form strong relationships with stu-
dents and are committed to knowing
them on a personal level. They think
about students who may need more
movement or students who might
benefit from visuals paired with lan-
guage and vocabulary.

They know which students will
connect with stories and they under-
stand which students may not. They
use all this information to create

Submitted photo

Interim Superintendent Colleen Mucha was a Mystery
Reade in the second grade classroom at Hubbardston

Center School.

lessons that are differentiated to
fit the needs and interests of each
learner, and I am here to say it is no
easy task.

My only job as Mystery Reader
was to read aloud a story to the stu-
dents. However, there were so many
“teachable moments” that I chose to
stop briefly and ask questions to try
to make sure students were learning
important information and under-
standing the story that I was reading
to them.The book that we read was
“Once I Ate A Pie.”

It is a fun collection of poems
told from the perspective of dogs.
At the end of the lesson, the stu-
dents helped me to create a graph
about our favorite pies, as we are
thinking about the upcoming holi-
day, Thanksgiving.

I’m pretty certain that I had
more fun than the students and that
I learned more from them than they

did from me. However, I found
out who had dogs and heard some
pretty memorable dog tales. I also
learned, who understood adding
tens while we did our graphing
activity and I noticed some students
who would have benefited from a
movement break during my lesson.

At the end of the day, I left with
an immense sense of pride. Our
teachers understand the importance
of establishing relationships with
students and families early in the
year so they can provide the best
educational experiences for their
students.

They lean on this information to
ensure safe and supportive class-
rooms for all, and I am truly in awe
of their abilities to navigate all the
complexities of school and am so
proud that they have chosen the
Quabbin Regional School District
to call “home.”

FIELD HOCKEY,

continued from page 9

loses of the season, captured the
sectional title for the first time
since 1991.

The Lady Panthers began the
Division 4 state tournament with
an exciting 1-0 victory over
24th-seeded Saint Paul Diocesan
of Worcester in the round of 32,
which was played at Alumni Field.

Breault scored the only goal in
that contest on a penalty corner,
which was assisted by Makenzie
Casey. It was also the Lady
Panthers final home game of the
season.

Five days later, Quabbin
squeaked out a 2-1 road victory
over eighth-seeded Cohasset in
round of 16.

Trailing 1-0, Magill scored the
tying goal against Cohasset in the
second quarter, which was assist-
ed by Breault. The Casey sisters
combined for the go-ahead goal.
Makenzie put the ball into the cage
while her older sister assisted.

“We beat Clinton and
Lunenburg, who were previously
undefeated in the Central Mass.
Tournament,” Zalneraitis said.
“Cohasset was another big win
because they were seeded ahead of
us. We did a lot of great things to
get here this year.”

Quabbin entered the Division 4
quarterfinal match riding a seven
game winning streak.

Uxbridge had won 67 games
in a row before losing, 2-0, at
Andover, who’s the defending
Division 1 state champions, on
October 16. The Spartans, who
outscored their opponents, 115-
13 during the regular season, won
their eighth consecutive game
against the Lady Panthers.

“Uxbridge is a powerhouse
team, and they move the ball unbe-
lievably well,” Zalneraitis said.
“It’s like a high school team play-
ing against a college team. Even if

a team plays a perfect
game against them,
I’m not sure you would
beat them. The turf
field also makes a huge
difference.”

The Lady Panthers
practiced on the turf
field at Gardner High
School a couple of
times.

“The Gardner AD
(Dan Forte) has been
great allowing us to
use their turf field for
practice,” Zalneraitis
said. “I wish that we
had our own turf field.”

Stanger, who made
five of her 21 saves
during the first quar-
ter, managed to keep
the Spartans off the
scoreboard for the first

twelve minutes.

“Julianna played
a phenomenal game
today,” Zalneraitis said. “She
should hold her head up high leav-
ing here.”

Uxbridge head coach Kelly
Rosborough was also impressed
with Stanger’s outstanding perfor-
mance.

“I thought the Quabbin goal-
ie did a heck of a job,” said
Rosborough, who was inducted
into the Uxbridge High School
Athletic Hall of Fame last Saturday
night. “She’s one of the best goal-
ies that we’ve faced this season.
She stopped a lot of hard shots. It
took us more than ten minutes to
score our first goal of the game.”

With 2:51 left in the opening
quarter, Uxbridge junior Ellie
Bouchard pushed a shot into the
cage for her first of four goals.

Sophomore Kendall Gilmore,
who assisted on the Spartans first
goal, scored a goal with eight sec-
onds remaining in the quarter,
which was assisted by sophomore
Amelia Blood.

Gracie Talbot clears the ball away on
defense.

The Lady Panthers had two pen-
alty corners during the first five
minutes of the second quarter, but
they couldn’t take a shot on goal.

The home team held a 5-0 half-
time lead following one goal by
sophomore Julianna Casucci and
two more from Bouchard during
the second quarter.

Uxbridge’s lone goal of the
third quarter was scored on a pen-
alty corner by Blood with nine
minutes remaining on the score-
board clock.

Less than 40 seconds into the
final quarter, Bouchard capped off
the scoring with her fourth goal.

Down at the other end of the
field, Uxbridge sophomore goal-
ie Julia Okenquist didn’t have to
make any saves in posting her 14th
shutout of the season.

While the Lady Panthers end
their season with a 13-5-3 overall
record, the Spartans (21-1) were
scheduled to face fourth-seeded
Sutton in the Division 4 state semi-
finals.

COLLEGE,

continued from page 9

she beat Worcester goalkeeper
Ella Gumienny (Douglas, Mass./
Blackstone Valley) with a high shot
to make the Owls lead 3-1.

Parker leads the MASCAC
with 17 goals and 10 assists for 44
points this season. Her 17 goals
and 44 points are both the sixth-
best single season totals in program
history.

The Lancers never surrendered.

After a restart that an Owls’ head-
er failed to clear, Emma Jacob
(Billerica, Mass.) centered a pass
from the left side to Condon,
unmarked on the penalty spot, and
she slid a shot into the left side of
the net to cut the lead back to 3-2
with just over 12 minutes left in the
match.

Worcester pressed late to try to
equalize but couldn’t get a tying
goal.

Westfield’s Muratsuka lofted a
high shot from 40 yards out that

ricocheted off the top of the cross
bar with about 5 minutes left that
could have put the game away.
Worcester played a long through
ball that Robak smothered at the
top of the penalty area in final 20
seconds to preserve the win for
Westfield.

Robak finished with three saves
for the Owls, while Gumienny
stopped five shots for the Lancers.

Westfield held a 17-9 edge in
total shots, while corner kicks were
even at three each.
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Town erects memorial honoring veterans

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer

RUTLAND - The Police Department
hosted a special ceremony on the town
common to commemorate a new panel
of veterans who earned the Honor Roll.

The panel highlights those who
fought in the War on Terror and beyond,
and features many men and women who
served, honoring their service and sac-
rifice.

Eagle Scout Liam Dearden worked
to refurbish the monument alongside the
American Legion Post 310, for his Eagle
Scout project

Among the many men and women on
the Honor Roll, Stephen Winters was at
the commemoration. He served for 32
years and was a part of the 58th Aerial
Port Squadron during 9/11.

“I hope [those in attendance] get the
understanding of the sacrifice of all vet-
erans,” Winters said. “It’s really pleasing
to see all the people here today. Veterans
Day is very important to me.”

There were many more veterans in
attendance, and there were a few in
active service.

At the beginning of the service, Arya
Monaco stunned the audience with her
beautiful voice as she sang the National
Anthem.

Pastor David Fish of First
Congregational Church gave a touching
prayer and message, and many members
of the town board were present to share
messages of thanks for the service of
these brave men and women.

U.S. Army Colonel Corey Critchley
and U.S. Army Lt. Colonel Jon “Ed”
Novak gave speeches about what their
service meant to them, and thanked fam-
ily and friends for their unwavering sup-
port.

The memorial stands proudly on the
town common outside the church and
anyone can go and read the names of
all who received an Honor Roll from
many wars. The brave men and women

who served our country are valuable and The new panel of the monument commemorates

deserve to be remembered for all time.

those who fought in the War on Terror.

We Salute and
Thank Our ~
VETERANS %
for Your Service .
BARRE PIZZA

10 Moulton Street, On The Common, Barre
978-355-4595
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BILL'S GARAGE OF RUTLAND INC

74 Maple Avenue (Route 56), Rutland
508-886-4401  508-886-2371

Turley Photos by Emily-Rose Pappas

American Legion Post 310 gathered for the ending benediction.

Thank You Veterans
For Allowing Us
To Keep Our Freedom

PARKER HOUSE OF PiZZA

17 Pleasant Street, Downtown Gardner
The Building with the Blue Awning

978-632-9383

Monday-Saturday 11:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. ¢ Closed Sunday
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW

7 Exchange Street, Barre
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Thank You
To All Veterans
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Our Country
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32 Main Street, Hubbardston
978-820-1600

Check Out Our Facebook Page For Specials
Like Us On Facebook@hubbtowndiner

“VETERANS

for Your Service to Our Country

W.R. Robinson

Lumber Co. Inc.
Cleveland Road (Off Route 32)
Hardwick/Barre Line
413-477-6050

sl

Thank You All Our Veterans
for Protecting
Our Wonderful Country

T.S. Mann Memorials, Athol
Dorsey Memorials, Amherst

MILITARY VETERANS

W %C U
FOR YOUR
SERVICE
,

J&J Family Restaurant

815 Worcester Road, Route 122 e Barre
978-355-2122

FOOD DRIVE
70 Benefit

THE MONTACHUSETT
VETERANS OUTREACH CENTER

Requested holiday items are below.
All non-perishable food appreciated!

o CANNED CRANBERRY o GRAVY

SAUCE PACKETS
o CANNED VEGETABLES o PASTA & PASTA
o INSTANT STUFFING MIX SAUCE

DROP INFORMATION:
MON-FRI: 8AM - 6PM; SAT 8AM-4PM | SATURDAY 8AM - 4PM

Salvadore’s CDJR Showroom
447 West Broadway, Gardner

SALVADORE

FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS

To All Our Veterans
Who Are Living or Deceased
Our Country is Free Today
Due to Your Service
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BRUCE COFFIN
C.PA. INC.
& STAFF
926 Old Turnpike Road, Oakham

508-882-3394

We Salute All Our Veterans

For Your Service & Allowing Us
To Be A Free Country.

QUABBIN PLAZA
LIQUORS

Thank You
Veterans

Fidelity Bank sincerely thanks all of you who have served,
and those who are actively serving this country.

Fidelity Bank@®

800.581.5363 | fidelitybankonline.com
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Ware veteran looks
back on life of service

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette @turley.com

WARE —In 1954 at just 17 years
old, Townsend resident Phil Hamel
boarded the USS General George
M. Randall, setting a course to
Korea.

Hamel had made the decision to
join the U.S. Army months prior,
after his parents received a Western
Union telegram saying his next to
oldest brother was missing in action
during the Korean War.

“I signed up,” Hamel said. “I
joined the Army in Springfield and
ended up on a bus to Fort Dix, New
Jersey.”

Luckily, Hamel’s family was
notified that his brother had been
located and was safe before Hamel
made his way to basic training.
After completing his eight weeks
of basic training, Hamel was sent
to Fort Lee in Virginia for another
eight weeks of advanced training.

“They found him, he was okay,
but by that time I was already
signed up,” Hamel said. “It was
tough times, but overall, I'm glad
I did it. I think it’s a good place
for all young people to go to for a
couple of years, you either make it
or you don’t...I smartened up real
fast.”

\ Y

U.S.ARMY

®
@

VETERANS DAY

O G b G G S b b b i ¢

HONORING

ALL WHO

VETERAN’S SPOTLIGHT: Phil Hamel

For two weeks, Hamel was able
to return home before he reported
back to Virginia in order to make
his way by plane to Fort Lewis
in Washington, where the ship to
Korea awaited.

Hamel’s ship never made it to
Korea.

“We were supposed to be head-
ing to Korea, but halfway over,
they changed our orders to Japan,”
Hamel said.

He stayed in Japan for two
years, nine months and four days,
as a member of the National
Defense Forces.

During this time, Hamel was
again called to Korea, and this time
he was airborne when for some
reason, the plane turned back and
returned to Japan.

While overseas, Hamel drove a
truck, carrying ammunitions over
the mountains to Mount Oshima
Air Force base, and working his
way up as a non-commissioned
officer in charge of base camp at
the training area.

“I was really amazed I had that
position,” Hamel said.

Hamel was placed as NCO
after a master sergeant was caught
stealing gas and selling it to the
Japanese. As NCO, Hamel had a
shower built, handled water supply,
mess hall and communications.

“I had two generators, almost as
big as half this room, that I had to
maintain,” he said.

Living in Japan was a far cry
from his hometown life, and the
winters were exceedingly harsh,
sometimes accumulating snow sev-
en-to-eight feet deep.

“It was different. It was a lot of
getting used to, driving on the left
side of the road was tough,” Hamel
said. “There roads were mostly dirt,
very narrow. If you met another
vehicle coming the other way, it
was very challenging.”

After serving three years in the
U.S. Army, Hamel came home
in 1957, returning to Fort Dix
before he was assigned to the 94th
Military Police Company in Boston
where he served for a couple years.

“Every Tuesday night we had to
go to Boston for our training meet-
ings...from Townsend to Boston.
Then I went to Camp Drum for two
weeks training,” Hamel said.

Hamel said he and his fellow
MPs could go anywhere, as long as
they stayed on base.

In his hometown of Townsend,
Hamel was a call member of the
Fire Department, and had the emer-
gency alarm center in his house.

He worked for his dad’s oil com-
pany, Hamel Oil Co. before taking
over a Pyrofax Gas distributor and
creating Hamel Bottled Gas.

“I had to do the school of hard
knocks,” Hamel said with a laugh.
“I took it on, ran that for quite a
while.”

Hamel soon expanded his busi-

ness, opening a Whirlpool appli-
ance store, and eventually taking on
a business partner to help with the
appliance operation.

“Never go into business with a
partner,” Hamel said, describing
how the partnership soured and
reached a breaking point. “We had
a not so pleasant discussion. I said
I’'ll make you and offer to buy me
out. He bought me out, and three
months later he’s out of business.”

Hamel’s bottled gas company
continued to thrive until the arriv-
al of natural gas, which he knew
would drive him out of business.

Hamel approached the natural
gas company, and asked to have
someone contact him. To his sur-
prise, the president of the company
called him and set up and inter-
view.

“They offered to make me man-
ager at a branch in Manchester,
New Hampshire...I bought a house
in Merrimack, and I took over the
branch,” Hamel said. “I was the
manager there for three or four
years.”

While living in Merrimack,
Hamel was recruited by
the Police Chief to join the
Department as a special police
officer, which quickly turned into
a full-time job.

Hamel left his job with the nat-
ural gas company, and worked
his way through the Police
Department, earning the rank of

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette
Phil Hamel, U.S. Army veteran

sergeant, as well as acting police
chief.

Hamel decided to return to the
natural gas business, and his former
employer hired him back, making
him manager of the Salem, New
Hampshire branch.

“I stayed in that district for
almost a year,” Hamel said. That
company eventually took over own-
ership of Ware Bottled Gas, bring-
ing Hamel to Ware, where he has
lived ever since.

“I ran that for 35 years...the gas
company sold to Petrolane, and I
got Barre on top of Ware,” he said.

Hamel had a fleet of six tank
trucks, two service trucks, and a

SERVED

pickup truck. He oversaw two
office managers and two clerks.

“It kept me busy,” he said.

Hamel also joined the Army
National Guard, was a call firefight-
er, became a member of the Zoning
Board of Appeals, was the Rotary
Club president for two terms (and a
44 year member). Hamel was also
a corporator for Country Bank for
over 35 years.

Hamel started as the youngest
member of the Rotary Club, even-
tually ending up as the oldest mem-
ber.

He also married Sandra
Arsenault, and together the cou-
ple raised their six children. His
wife was a nurse at Baystate Wing
Hospital, before transferring to the
pharmacy as a technician.

“My wife and I raised five
boys and a girl,” Hamel said.
“Unfortunately, I lost my daughter
about four years ago, my youngest
child.”

Hamel continues to be active in
serving his country, as a member of
the American Legion, AMVETS,
VFW and DAV. He has also been
president of the Ware Veterans
Council, and emceed the parades
for many years.

“All of it’s a lot of work,” Hamel
said. “Between all of these orga-
nizations, don’t ask me how I did
it because I couldn’t tell you. It’s
been quite an adventure. The good
Lord was really good to me.”

QUILTS,

continued from page 1

honor prisoners of war and those
missing in action.

“We remember them,” Baublitz
said, as she read the significance
of each item placed on the table.
“Remember until the day they
come home.”

The table is smaller than the
other tables in the dining room,
symbolizing the frailty of one
prisoner alone against their cap-
tors. The black napkin represents
the emptiness left in the families’
hearts.

The table has a red rose, a can-
dle, a bread plate and an inverted
wine glass. On the bread plate
is a lemon, a bitter reminder of
these POW/MIA’s fate, and salt
to represent the tears of their
loved ones.

The glass is overturned, to

remind people that these service-
members are not here to raise
their glasses.

Baublitz credited a crew of
dedicated volunteers for making
the breakfast a success, includ-
ing Senior Center Executive
Director John Zienowicz, Chef
Alton Davis, Council on Aging
members and Senior Center vol-
unteers, along with Country Bank
staff, who served and cleared
plates.

Morrone presented a medal-
lion coin to each volunteer, as
well as to HomeFront Strong
staff and volunteers.

She also recognized Town
Manager Stuart Beckley, Veterans
Service Officer Mark Avis, along
with Selectboard members Nancy
Talbot and Jack Cascio and
Superintendent of Ware Public
Schools Michael Lovato, who all
attended the breakfast.

THANK YOU

TO ALL VETERANS
WHO HAVE

SERVED OUR
COUNIRY

Connie Barnes wraps William Griswold in his Quilt of Valor.

For more information about
HomeFront Strong and the pro-
grams and services it offers,
find them on Facebook and

‘& We salute your service,

(770 A T EN R happy Veterans Day.

SIGN UP!

(8® ONLINE
TODAY & REGISTER

to receive our weekly ad
sent to your inbox

EVERY THURSDAY

\WeJarelal
lwithfgreatfdeals]
andtfullfsenvice)

Instagram, visit brookfieldinsti-
tute.org, call 508-499-9589 or
email jennifer @brookfieldinsti-
tute.org.

Kate Blanchard thanks Palmer veteran William “Billy” Byrnes

for his service.

The Varney Family,
Waterwheel Realty

BARRE GAZETTE

80 Main Street, Ware
413-967-3505

Discover the,
Wholesome, Eresh; Difference!

596 Summer Street, Barre, MA 01005 978-257-8107
OPEN DAILY 8 A.M. - 8 P.M.

and Village
Want to Thank
All Veterans
Who Have
Served and
Our Serving
Now.
978-355-4438

U/L)ané (you O49aén

Thank You
For
Your Service
And
Protecting
Our
Freedom

THANK YOU VETERANS

590 Summer Street, Barre
978-257-8090
jthorpe@downrangesports.com

To Those
Who Have
Served,
And Those
Who Continue
To Serve

We Salute You.

Cha
% Hairzglf: %

939 Worcester Road, Barre ¢ 978-355-6411
halfbreed1964@yahoo.com

From November 16
thru November 23
All Veterans
With Proper I.D.
Will Receive An
Extra 10¢ Off
Per Gallon On
Heating Oil

& Propane

Propane - Heating Qil
71 Worcester Road, Barre

(978) 355-6649

William “Billy” Byrnes, a U.S. Army veteran,
wears his red, white and blue quilt.

(" )

TO ALL VETERANS
We Appreciate Your Service
To Our Country.
We Are A Free Country Today
Due To Your Patriotism.

BROBERG INSURANCE
GROUP, INC.

53 Gardner Rd., Hubbardston
Tel.: (978) 355-4028 Tel.: (978) 928-5875
Fax: (978) 355-6280 Fax: (978) 928-1340

S www.broberginsurance.com )

9 Exchange St., Barre
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Art show celebrates works of veterans and family members

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette

Ware resident Nancy Harder stands with a piece she made out

of pottery and driftwood.

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette @turley.com

WARE - For the third year,
HomeFront Strong teamed up with
Workshop13 to present the Shaped
by Service art show at ArtWorks
Gallery, 69 Main St.

Featuring 18 artists, the Shaped
by Service art show offered ser-
vicemembers, veterans and their
families a chance to express them-
selves creatively through various
mediums, capturing the true image
of what it means to serve.

“There’s just so many differ-
ent types of mediums all coming
together to celebrate the military,”
the show’s curator Faith Eileen
Ward said. “It’s a wonderful mix of
people.”

Through their shared experienc-
es with the military, the artists have
produced a touching, and often
gut-wrenching, display rich with
colors and textures.

“These are real things that hap-
pen,” Ward said of these experienc-
es. “They’re fighting for our free-
dom.”

Ward said her husband, uncle
and aunt have all served in the mil-
itary, and she knows the sacrifice
servicemembers make for their
country.

“I just have a lot of respect for
people that allow us to live in free-
dom,” she said.

Shaped by Service, just “brings
together what they went through,
even family members,” Ward said.

HomeFront Strong’s Executive
Director Jennifer Baublitz said this
is the first year the art show has
filled the entire gallery, and it fea-
tured lots of returning artists.

One such returning artist is
Anthony Seay of Three Rivers, a
U.S. Coast Guard veteran and one
of the area’s most prolific painters,
showcasing eight of his hyper real-
istic acrylic paintings in this year’s
show.

Seay has only been painting for

six years, and it’s something he’s
embraced in his sobriety.

Seay is also a volunteer at
HomeFront Strong, offering sup-
port for fellow veterans for a num-
ber of things including substance
and alcohol use.

Veterans helping veterans is a
model HomeFront Strong uses,
allowing those shared experiences
to create a lasting bond and trust.
Seay said unless you’ve been in
the military, or a substance user,
it’s very hard to relate to someone
who is.

Seay had several paintings in
the show based off of photos pro-
vided to him by a friend, who is a
retired U.S. Marine Corps veteran.
One is of a green Humvee that his
friend drove in Okinawa, Japan,
and another is of a 1942 U.S. Navy
Willys Jeep.

His friend had the Willys
shipped home after he discovered
the U.S. Navy wanted to get rid of
it.

“We’ve rebuilt it twice,” Seay
said with a laugh. “It still runs.”

Another painting featured
a truck his friend drove while in
Germany.

Nancy Harder of Ware also
entered eight pieces into the
Shaped by Service art show, fea-
turing pottery, glasswork and more.

“I started as a littler girl, but
I didn’t pursue more of it until I
retired,” Harder said of her creative
side.

Harder said she and her husband
Gregory rent a cottage on the mili-
tary base in Niceville, Florida, and
she took advantage of a gift certifi-
cate she received from the local art
studio CREATE!

“I just have such wonderful
instructors there, it’s very thera-
peutic...they embrace anyone who
comes through the door,” Harder
said.

Gregory is a 20 plus year U.S.
Air Force veteran, and while the
two both grew up in Ware, they

Linda lorio painted “Morning Fire” from a scene at Fort

Devens.

Maurice and Linda lorio of Sterling enjoy spending time
together painting. Maurice’s painting showing the view from a
rooftop in Turkey is shown in the background.

didn’t know each other until later
in life, when Gregory had retired
from the military.

Harder said she was living in
Chicago, and he was all over the
world.

“We were introduced, and our
children convinced us we should
be a family,” Harder said. Together,
the couple has four sons.

Making her art brings her joy,
Harder said. She makes a lot of
pieces that remind her of Gregory
and home.

“Gregory walks on the beach
and brings me pieces of wood that
washed up on shore,” she said. One
of her pieces in the show features a
blue ceramic heart, hanging from
a piece of driftwood collected by
Gregory.

This was Donald “Donny”
Longley’s first time exhibiting in
the show since he started his job as
HomeFront Strong’s chief operat-
ing officer a little over a year ago.

Longley, a metalworker, served
in the U.S. Air Force for six years,
stationed at Dyess Air Force Base

in Texas. He was deployed to both
Iraq and Saudi Arabia.

For about 20 years, Longley has
made sculptures out of a mix of
new and repurposed metals.

“I like making abstract stuff,”
Longley said of his sculptures,
which included a fish, a seahorse
and even a ball and chain made
from old railroad spikes.

The fish is Longley’s favorite
piece he entered in the show, and
it features metal from a number
of sources, including old railroad
pitchforks, a lawnmower blade and

Donald “Donny” Longley’s fish
posed metal.

leaf springs from a car. Longley cut
out 100 metal disks from a sheet of
metal to resemble the fish’s scales.

U.S. Navy veteran Katie
Standiford of Longmeadow entered
her ceramic sunflower bowl titled,
“Shades of Summer”. The bowl is
layered with seven or eight glazes,
washing it in warm tints of pink,
yellow, orange and brown.

The base of the bowl, which
is the center of the sunflower,
remains unglazed to showcase the
clay’s rich, earthy color.

“It’s called ‘Shades of Summer’
because it was a culmination of
everything I learned over the sum-
mer about glazing,” she said. “How
to get different depths in the sur-
face so it wasn’t flat...it really
looks like a flower.”

Standiford started taking a
ceramics class as part of her art
therapy for post-traumatic stress
disorder about a year ago. Making
the bowl took her about seven
hours, with most of that time com-
mitted to layering the glazes.

Husband and wife artists
Maurice and Linda Iorio traveled
from Sterling to display their paint-
ings in the show.

Maurice has exhibited in
Shaped by Service for all three
years, and last year, he even sold
the painting he entered. It is now
displayed at Monson Savings
Bank.

Maurice has been painting
since 2014 and Linda has been

is made from new and repur-

painting for over 50 years, and is
also his teacher.

Linda remembered the first
time her husband had expressed
a desire to learn how to paint,
during a cruise they took follow-
ing Maurice’s retirement, when
she had brought her watercolors
along.

Maurice served 21 years as U.S.
Army intelligence, and two of his
paintings in the show are of his
military assignments. One is from
his first assignment in Windsor
Locks, Connecticut and another
from his last in Turkey.

“90% of all of my paintings are
from pictures I took,” Maurice said.

Linda entered a painting of
the morning fire at Fort Devens,
as well a sunset beach scene from
Turkey. The beach scene was paint-
ed using a photo one of Maurice’s
friends from Turkey took.

Linda explores all types of
mediums for her paintings, includ-
ing acrylics, oils, watercolors and
Japanese rice inks.

“I got to study with a phenom-
enal artist, who had his doctorate
from Yale,” Linda said

Now the couple has turned a
spare bedroom in their home into
a studio to display their work, and
spend many days together in the
dining room, just painting.

“The main thing is I get to
spend more time with my wife,”
Maurice said of his interest in
painting.

HAPPY
VETERANS

547 Summer Street,
978-355-2359

BARRE FAMILY PHARMACY

We Thank All Veterans | | == e
== for Your Service
to Our Country

Barre

1
x X
TETT g TEEE gy E

Thank you To All Veterans
For Defending Our Great Country

DAVE’S TOW & TRANSPORT INC.
WHITE VALLEY MOTORS INC.

843 Worcester Road, Barre
978-355-

2200 » 508-882-3300

We Honor
All Qur Veterans
for Keeping
Our Country
Safe

.L- RESTAURANT

64 Barre-Paxton Rd., Route 122
Rutland * 508-886-4771

» YOUR SERVICE
QUABBIN AUTO REPAIR

8 Broad Street, Barre ® 978-355-6763
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J.C. POOLS INC.

INGROUND & ABOVE GROUND PooLs

108 Main Street, South Barre
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Protecting Our Country
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Your Service
Is Our Protection

Landry & Meilus, LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Cranston & Cranston

25 Town Farm Road, South Barre

Phone 978-355-4641 * Fax 978-355-6140

978-355-6465 * 508-882-3913
jepools.net

978-355-2289

21 Summer Street, Barre

—— ATTORNEYSAT LAW ————
26 Valley Road, Barre ® 978-355-2100
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Public Safety

Barre Police Log

Sunday, Oct. 29
3:13 p.m. EMS Breathing Difficulty,
Williamsville Road, Mutual Aid Transport

Monday, Oct. 30

11 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Unconscious/Unresponsive/
Syncope, Williamsville Road,
Transported to Hospital

2:05 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Sick/Unknown, Harty Road,
Transported to Hospital

6:37 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Chest Pain/Heart Problems,
South Street, Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, Oct. 31
8:21 p.m. Suspicious Activity,
Exchange Street, Officer Spoke to Party
Summons: Pacheco, Shasta Ann,
31, Barre
Charges: Disturbing the Peace

Wednesday, Nov. 1
9:26 a.m. Court Duty, Barre Police

Headquarters, Court Duty
1:09 p.m. Police — Erratic Operator,
Worcester Road, Officer Spoke to Party
11:31 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Chest Pain/Heart Problems,
Peach Street, Transported to Hospital

Thursday, Nov. 2

8:38 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Breathing Difficulty, Ruggles
Lane, Transported to Hospital

9:13 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Sick/Unknown, Edward
Lane, Mutual Aid Transport

2:14 p.m. Police — Fraud, Forgery,
James Street, Officer Advised

3:43 p.m. Animal — ACO Call, South
Street, Officer Advised

4:54 p.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Common Street, Report Filed

Friday, Nov. 3
12:10 p.m. Harassment, South
Street, Officer Advised
7:18 p.m. Community Service,

Williamsville Road, Officer Spoke to
Party

11:12 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Headache, Peach Street,
Transported to Hospital

Saturday, Nov. 4

2:08 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Worcester Road, Written Warning

10:49 a.m. Public Assist, Barre
Police Headquarters, Officer Spoke to
Party

11:20 a.m. Property Dispute, Valley
Road, Officer Took Call

1:13 p.m. Property Damage,
Pleasant Street, Report Filed

4:28 p.m. Animal — ACO Call, Officer
Spoke to Party

4:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Vernon Avenue, Written Warning

7:43 p.m. Assist Other Police
Department, Hubbardston, Mutual Aid
Assist

Oakham Police Log

Sunday, Oct. 29
12:23 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Stroke CVA, Adams Road,
Transported to Hospital
9:33 p.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Worcester Road, Report Filed

Monday, Oct. 30
12:17 p.m. Police — Threats, North
Brookfield Road, Message Delivered
3:28 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, South
Road, Written Warning
3:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, South
Road, Written Warning

Tuesday, Oct. 31
4:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North
Brookfield Road, Citation Issued

Wednesday, Nov. 1
1:09 p.m. Police — Erratic Operator,
Worcester Road, Cancelled
5:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Old
Turnpike Road, Citation Issued

Thursday, Nov. 2
8:39 a.m. Suspicious Activity,
Coldbrook Road, Officer Spoke to Party
5:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Old
Turnpike Road, Written Warning

Friday, Nov. 3
10:33 a.m. Court Duty, East
Brookfield District Court, Court Duty
1:43 p.m. Complaint, North
Brookfield Road, Officer Advised
3:08 p.m. lllegal Dumping, Spencer
Road, Report Filed

Saturday, Nov. 4
2:17 p.m. Chest Pain/Heart
Problems, Spencer Road, Transported
to Hospital

Hubbardston Police Log

Sunday, Oct. 29
7 a.m. Unwanted Party, Gardner
Road, Gone on Arrival

Monday, Oct. 30

12:25 a.m. Severe Stomach Pain,
Ragged Hill Road, Mutual Aid Transport

12:19 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Chest Pain/Heart Problems,
Dogwood South Road, Transported to
Hospital

1:29 p.m. Medical Alarm,
Williamsville Road, Not Transport
Required

6:22 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Falls, Madison Way, Public
Assist

Tuesday, Oct. 31
12:25 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Headache Disoriented,
Transported to Hospital

2:11 p.m. Police — Suspicious
Person, Worcester Road, Public Assist

4:42 p.m. Soliciting, Kruse Road,
Officer Took Call

7:49 p.m. Animal Wildlife,
Williamsville Road, Referred to Other
Agency

Wednesday, Nov. 1

2:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle — Disabled
Vehicle, Hale Road Extension, Officer
Spoke to Party

3:31 p.m. Identity Theft, Mohawk
Drive, Report Filed

7:23 p.m. Police — Suspicious
Person/Vehicle, Ragged Hill Road,
Officer Spoke to Party

Thursday, Nov. 2
7:49 p.m. Property Damage, Main
Street, Officer Spoke to Party

Friday, Nov. 3

3:04 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Breathing Difficulty, Ragged
Hill Road, Transported to Hospital

9:52 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Gardner Road, Citation Issued

10:07 a.m. Animal Complaint,
Chicopee Drive Message Delivered

10:51 a.m. Confiscated/Seized
Property, Main Street, Officer Took Call

5:36 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Falls, High Street, Public
Assist

Saturday, Nov. 4
12:19 a.m. Fire — Fire Investigation,
Worcester Road, Fire Extinguished
11:50 a.m. Moto Vehicle Disabled,
Worcester Road, Vehicle Towed
6:38 p.m. Property Damage,
Muskogee Street, Report Filed

Public Notices

Town of Barre

er written comments

18, 2023. All sealed bids

be present to accept your

PUBLIC HEARING received prior to the hear- should be submitted no sealed bid).
NOTICE ing. later than November 30, 11/16/2023
Tax Classification For the Select Board: 201%35 (?St 866(7)02(1))711“ Plelagg
Hearin, Greg Balukonis €@ -60/- ext.
TAKE NOT%CE that Town Agministrator or email Selectboard @new- Please check

the Select Board will con-
duct a Public Hearing on

Monday, November 20, TOWN OF 4 Th ‘
2023 at 6:00PM in the  NEWBRAINTREE  accepted. The Town o
Select Board’s Meeting SEALED BID REQUEST New Braintree reserves

Room at the Henry Woods
Building, 40 West Street,
Barre, MA for the purpose

11/09, 11/16/2023

The Town of New
Braintree 1is
ing sealed bids for the
Project # 23-001, New

braintree.org for details and
bid specifications. E-mail
submissions will NOT be

the accuracy of
your legal notice

seek-

sions to:

of selecting a residential
factor, which will deter-
mine the percentages of
tax burden to be borne for
each class of property for

Boiler, located at 15 y
fiscal year 2024. Persons Nfemorial Drive. New P-m., Friday 8:00 a.m.-
wishing to comment may  Braintree, Ma 01531, 2:00 p.m. (Hours vary on

do so at that time. The
Board will also consid-

Braintree Grade School
Heating System Boiler
Replacement, Removal
and Disposal of Existing

Installation preferred to
be on or before December

the right to reject any and/
or all bids. Please mail
or bring in your submis-
20 Memorial
Drive, New Braintree,
MA 01531, Monday 8:00
a.m.-2:30 p.m., Tuesday
8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.,
Thursday 8:00 a.m.-2:30

Fridays, please call ahead
to confirm someone will

prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).
Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.
Thank you.

newspaper title.

Massachusetts newspapers.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

2 Access archives and digital tear sheets by

3 Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Rutland Police Log

Sunday, Oct. 29

5:20 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Fails, Village Way, Public
Assist

9:57 a.m. Road Hazard, Maple
Avenue, Referred to Other Agency

11 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Seizures, Miles Road,
Transported to Hospital

12:23 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Stroke (CVA), Adams Road,
Transported to Hospital

8:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Barre
Paxton Road, Written Warning

9:33 p.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Worcester Road, Report field

9:36 p.m. Assist Other Police
Department, Oakham, Mutual Aid Assist

Monday, Oct. 30

8:37 a.m. Animal Wildlife, Main
Street, No Action Required

9:14 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Breathing Difficulty, Joanna
Drive, Transported to Hospital

10:21 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Seizures, Miles Road,
Transported to Hospital

11:57 a.m. Police — Larceny/Theft,
Barre Paxton Road, Report Filed

2:17 p.m. ldentity Theft, Maple
Spring Drive, Report Filed

6:40 p.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Main Street, Report Filed

8:06 p.m. Police — Threats, Anthony
Drive, Report Filed

Tuesday, Oct. 31
8:20 a.m. Transport Prisoner, West
Brookfield Court, Removed to Court/

Lockup
8:40 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services, Seizures, Miles Road,

Transported to Hospital

9:06 a.m. Animal — ACO Call, Main
Street, Message Delivered

3:20 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Breathing Difficulty,
Transported to Hospital

3:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Citation Issued

3:53 p.m Motor Vehicle Stop,

Pommogussett Road, Written Waring

4:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Prouty
Lane, Criminal Complaint

Summons: Russ, Jacob A., 23,
Rutland

Charges: Uninsured Motor Vehicle,
Number Plate Violation to Conceal ID

4:22 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Chest Pain/Heart Problems,
Beechwood Drive, Transported to
Hospital

4:49 p.m. Assist Other Police
Department, Leominster, Negative
Contact

4:56 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Maple
Avenue, Citation Issued

5:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Citation Issued

5:28 p.m. Property — Lost and
Found, Memorial Drive, Dispatch
Handled

8:07 p.m. Police — Erratic Operator,
Main Street, Investigated

9:15 p.m. Police — Larceny/Theft,
Glenwood Road, Report Filed

9:28 p.m. Police — Erratic Operator,
Barre Paxton Road, Negative Contact

Wednesday, Nov. 1

7:05 a.m. Animal — Barking Dog,
Prospect Street, Investigated

12:54 p.m. Animal — ACO Call,
Pleasantdale Rod, Officer Advised

4:30 p.m. Property — Lost and
Found, Carlsons Way, Property
Returned

5:41 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Citation Issued

6:30 p.m. Police — Fraud/Forgery,
Pleasantdale Road, Report Filed

7:48 p.m. Animal — ACO Call, East
County Road, Referred to Other Agency

8:07 p.m. Police — Fraud/Forgery,
Pommogussett Road, Officer Spoke to
Party

Thursday, Nov. 2
8:34 a.m. Motor Vehicle — Disabled,
Pommogussett Road, Officer Spoke to
Party
10:31 a.m. Lookout (Home or
Vehicle), Main Street, Entry Gained

1:06 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Pommogussett Road, Citation Issued

1:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Citation Issued

3:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Written Warning

3:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East
County Road, Citation Issued

Friday, Nov. 3

4:41 a.m. By-Law Violation, Anthony
Drive, Written Warning

4:46 a.m. By-Law Violation, Juniper
Lane, Written Warning

4:51 a.m. By-Law Violation,
Newman Drive, Written Warning

4:55 a.m. By-Law Violation,
Briarwood Road, Written Warning

4:59 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Stroke (CVA), Watson Lane,
Transported to Hospital

9:26 a.m. Animal Wildlife, East
County Road, Area Patrolled

10 a.m. Animal — Bite, Main Street,
Information Taken

Saturday, Nov. 4

12:55 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Wheeler Road, Criminal Complaint

Summons: Montalto, Connor D., 22,
Rutland

Charges: License Suspended,
Operating Motor Vehicle With,
Inspection/Sticker No

5:15 a.m. Suspicious Activity, Main
Street, Officer Spoke to Party

8:37 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services, Breathing Difficulty, Prison
Camp Road, Transported to Hospital

1:56 p.m. Suspicious Activity, Rufus
Putnam Drive, Gone on Arrival

2:17 p.m. Chest Pain/Heart Problem,
Spencer Road, Transported to Hospital

8:46 p.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Unconscious/Unresponsive/
Syncope, Edson Avenue, Transported
to Hospital

11:18 p.m. Assist Other Agency/Non-
Police, UMass Hospital, Officer Spoke
to Party

New Braintree Police Log

During the week of Nov. 6-13,
the Hardwick/New Braintree Police
Department responded to 14 build-
ing/property checks, 23 directed/area
patrols, two traffic controls, five radar
assignments, three emergency 911
calls, two citizen assists, one motor
vehicle investigation, one safety hazard,
one animal call and one motor vehicle
stop in the town of New Braintree.

Tuesday, Nov. 7
4:10 p.m. Assist Citizen, Memorial

Drive, Officer Handled

Wednesday, Nov. 8
3:35 p.m. Assist Citizen, Memorial
Drive, Officer Handled

Friday, Nov. 10
7:21 a.m. 911 Disabled Motor
Vehicle, Gilbertville Road, Checked/
Secured

Saturday, Nov. 11
5:10 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency,

Barre Road, Services Rendered

Sunday, Nov. 12
11:46 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Investigation, Barre Road, Investigation

Monday, Nov. 13
2:43 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency,
Mara Road, Services Rendered
7:27 a.m. Safety Hazard, Gilbertville
Road, Dispatch Handled

Hardwick Police Log

During the week of Nov. 6-13,
the Hardwick/New Braintree Police
Department responded to 65 build-
ing/property checks, 37 directed/area
patrols, four traffic controls, 14 emer-
gency 911 calls, 13 radar assignments,
three complaints, seven motor vehi-
cle investigations, one investigation,
three assist other agencies, six citizen
assists, one threat, one vandalism, one
property damage, four animal calls and
14 motor vehicle stops in the town of
Hardwick.

Monday, Nov. 6

9:20 a.m. Assist Other Agency,
Greenwich Road, Taken/Referred to
Other Agency

1:08 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency,
Church Street, Transported to Hospital

1:57 p.m. Vandalism, Grove Street,
Spoken To

6:19 p.m. Assist Citizen, Parker
Court, Spoken To

8:18 p.m. 911 Animal Call, Barre
Road, Officer Handled

8:20 p.m. Gunshots, Fiske Road,
Report Taken

10:20 p.m. Assist Citizen, River Run,
Investigated

Tuesday, Nov. 7

1:57 a.m. Medical Emergency,
Greenwich Road, Services Rendered

2:35 p.m. Neighbor Dispute, High
Street, Summons Issued

2:45 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency,
Prospect Street, Transported to Hospital

4:01 p.m. Complaint/Motor Vehicle
Operations, Turkey Street, Vehicle
Towed

5:05 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency,
River Run, Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, Nov. 8

2:30 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Investigation, Lower Road, Investigated

5:48 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Barre
Road, Citation Issued

7:25 a.m. 911 Lockout, Hardwick
Road, Services Rendered

9:09 a.m. Investigation, Lower Road,
Officer Handled

11:35 a.m. Assist Citizen, Main
Street, Taken/Referred to Other Agency

12:36 p.m. Assist Citizen, Main
Street, Officer Handled

3:22 p.m. Medical Emergency,
Prospect Street, Transported to Hospital

4:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Citation Issued

6:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Investigation, Ridge Road, Officer
Handled

6:59 p.m. 911 Misdial, Upper Church
Street, Dispatch Handled

8:02 p.m. 911 Medial Emergency,
Hardwick Road, Transported to Hospital

Thursday, Nov. 9

12:12 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Citation Issued

6:50 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Petersham Road, Arrest(s) Made

11:04 a.m. Assist Other Agency,
Grove Street, Officer Handled

2:07 p.m. Property Damage, Church
Street, Report Taken

2:58 p.m. 911 Motor Vehicle
Accident, Broad Street, Services
Rendered

3:17 p.m. Assist Citizen, Fleming
Road, Services Rendered

11:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Investigation, Main Street, Spoken To

Friday, Nov. 10

2:20 a.m. Motor Vehicle

Investigation, Main Street, Officer
Handled

9:36 a.m. Assist Other Agency, Town
of Hardwick, Dispatch Handled

12:55 p.m. Threat, Lower Road,
Officer Handled

1:22 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency,
Hardwick Road, Services Rendered

2:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Hardwick Road, Vehicle Towed

2:49 p.m. Complaint, Hardwick Pond
Road, Officer Handled

3:58 p.m. Assist Citizen, Barre Road,
Officer Handled

6:23 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Citation Issued

6:53 p.m. Complaint/Motor Vehicle
Operations, Lower Road, Negative
Contact

Saturday, Nov. 11
4:56 p.m. 911 Elevator Call/Alarms,
Old Petersham Road, Unfounded
7:33 p.m. 911 Disabled Motor
Vehicle, Petersham Road, Vehicle
Towed

Sunday, Nov. 12

12:27 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Investigation, Petersham Road, Officer
Handled

2:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Investigation, Lower Road, Investigated

7:25 p.m. 911 Hang-up/Abandoned,
Breen Road, Merge

7:27 p.m. 911 Suspicious Activity,
Mellon Road, Unfounded

Monday, Nov. 13
2:41 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Investigation, Lower Road, Services
Rendered

N

S

U

R

G

E

N|S

ClA
Y|U|C|A N
C|L|E E
E|A|R R
Pl [A D
AIR|T
N|E|E

BARRE GAZETTE - SERVING THE TOWNS OF BARRE, HARDWICK,
HUBBARDSTON,NEW BRAINTREE, NORTH BROOKFIELD, OAKHAM,
PETERSHAM & RUTLAND SINCE 1834

Marine Toys for Tots announces
Child Poverty Day Initiative

Triangle, VA — Across the
Nation, 41% of children live at or
below the poverty level.

These children face obstacles
and hardships every day of the
year, and their parents struggle to
provide even the basic necessities.
As the holiday season approaches,
parents are feeling the effects of
record-high inflation more than
ever; they simply don’t have the
means to buy gifts for their bright-
eyed and hopeful children.

Marine Toys for Tots believes
that no child should ever have to
face the challenges associated with

living in poverty and they want to
put smiles on their faces and hope
in their hearts. That is why they
strive to be a year-round force for
good and deliver joy to children no
matter the time of year.

As part of Program’s year-
round mission, they continue to
look for ways to provide comfort
and emotional relief to children
living in poverty.

Support Marine Toys for Tots
today to help us expand their hori-
zons and give them the tools they
need to learn and grow. Because
that’s the unparalleled power of

play: its ability to stretch imagina-
tions, spur development, and help
America’s children dream big.

A better, brighter chapter is
possible for economically disad-
vantaged children when support-
ers contribute in honor of Child
Poverty Day. The support people
provide today will provide a life-
time of nourishment to the minds
of this Nation’s children and put
joy in their hearts. People may
visit https://secure.toysfortots.
org/a/evergreen-news to donate
and be a force for good today.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413

ESTATE SALE

NOVEMBER 24-25-26.
9AM-4PM.
51 BRIDLE ROAD, LUDLOW
Furniture, artwork, antique items and
more. Indoors and outdoors.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS

2007 CUB CADET MOWER, Se-
ries 1000, Model LT 1042 needs some
TLC, $200. 2001 Dodge Durango,
8 cyl., auto, 146,000 miles. 508-867-
9734.

BALED HAY FOR SALE. Call 413-
323-7120.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

83.8393

ELECTRICIAN

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS.
Residential electrical service, mini
splits, EV chargers, smoke detection.
Fully insured. Licensed #22882A. Mike

413-210-9140.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE-
CIALIST BBB approved, sheetrock
repair, painting jobs, window & door
replacement, vinyl-wood siding, floor-
ing installed. Dependable, affordable.
Tim 413-563-2229.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE-
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace-
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding,
decks, custom woodworking, drywall.
Full insured & registered 413-237-
2250 Mark

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.
Free estimates on phone.

Call Pete 413-433-0356.

2¥xxxxxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING.
Established 1976. New re-roofs and
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs.
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience.
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-
timate.

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

413-531-1936 Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957
ARA JUNK **ALL SEASON** Specializing in
FURNITURE shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
REMOVAL eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro-

fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing
systems, sump pumps. BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Inte-
rior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt
service call (508)867-2550

FORBES & SONS PAINTING &
STAINING Interior, residential, com-
mercial and new construction, wall-
paper removal, sheetrock and plaster
repairs. Quality products. Since 1985.
Free estimates. Fully Insured. Call
Brad Forbes at 413-887-1987.

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exterior
and drywall repair. Resident expoxy
flooring. We treat your home like our
own homes. Fully licensed and in-
sured. Call WE DO today for a free es-
timate ask for Mac (413)344-6883

TREE WORK

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases
of tree care. Call Dave 413-668-
6560 day/night.

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SUBSTITUTE TEACHER
(WARE)

Experience preferred but not required!
Join a dynamic team of educators
to bring fun and nurturing to a great
group of preschoolers! Per Diem, Sal-
ary Range $16.50-$17.50, additional
.50-$1.00/hour bilingual differential, if
applicable.

Employment contingent upon satis-
factory completion of a background
investigation, including CORI, DCF,
SORI, and fingerprint-based national
CORI, NCOR, and out of state checks
if applicable, and driving record check
if applicable.

To apply please go to https://www.
communityaction.us/job-open-
ings for full job description and infor-
mation regarding benefits.

Community Action is committed to a
diverse workforce. AA/EOE/ADA

TOWN OF BROOKFIELD
HIGHWAY
SUPERINTENDENT

Brookfield is seeking a full-time
Highway Superintendent. Full job de-
scription and application details at
brookfieldma.us. Deadline to apply
is November 20th or when position is
filled, whichever is longer.

PAID ON-THE-JOB
HOME HEALTH AIDE
TRAINING.

Earn $2000 once you complete

our Certified Home Health Aide

115-hour Training Program. $300

Sign on Bonus also available!

Call Excel Nursing Services
413-583-8900. EOE.
www.excelnursing

services.com

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation,
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to
make any such preference, limitation,
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

MILL HOLLOW APARTMENTS
133 JABISH ST.
BELCHERTOWN, MA
Mill Hollow Apartments is located in a
quiet country setting with bright, clean
one bedroom units. Heat, hot water,
carpet and appliances are included.
Patios and balconies. Near transpor-
tation and shopping. Pets allowed. Pet
rules apply. To qualify applicants must
be 62 years of age or older, handi-
capped, disabled regardless of age
and meet income guidelines. Apply
at the Rental Office, 121 N. Main St.,
Belchertown or call (413) 323-5535

orTTY 711.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

e
=

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes
it illegal to advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status (number of children and
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry,
age, marital status, or any intention to
make any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON
or call: 413-283-8393 HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON
: o4 Quabbin ———
1 2 3 4 Village Hills
Circulation:
5 6 7 8 m 50,500
9 10 1 12 %ﬂl
13 14 15 16 nvagﬁ
- %,
17 18 19 20 Bass rice
q # Suburban
21 st [ 22 T T s i ﬂn gﬁﬁfﬂfn“t'a'
. 59,000
% g | 26 e | 28 waresl | Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800
29 " 50s0 | 30 et P | 32 %z | Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or
the Suburban Residential ZONE
33 Base Price | 34 Base Price | 35 Base Price | 36 Base Price fOF $26.00 fOF 20 WOI'dS p|US WILBRAHAM
s s s ™" 50¢ for each additional word.
: : : 1 Add $10 for a second Zone
3 Beiaaso | 38 B 3500 39 A B 3000 or add $15 to run in
ALL THREE ZONES.
Name: Phone: First ZONE base price adgincldes
Address: Add a second ZONE __$10.00 S
Town: State: Zip: Add a third ZONE ___%5.00  ""emite
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ Subtotal .
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA J Discover d Cash d Check# x Number of Weeks
Card #: EXp Date Cvv TOTAL Enclosed .
Amount of charge: Date: @
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Support the
local businesses
that support your
local newspaper.

Let them know you saw
their ad in the

Barre Gazette

and cities.

meet strict deadlines

Turley S

Publications, Inc.
www.turley.com

OPPORTUNITY

newspaper
correspondent

Turley Publications seeks Experienced
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/or
feature stories of local interest for various towns

e Must be dependable, professional and able to

e Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

The benetits of local newspapers

ocal newspapers play vital roles

in communities across the globe.

The Information Age has changed
the way many people get their news, but
local newspapers continue to serve as
valuable resources for readers interested
in learning more about and becoming
more involved in their communities.

While local publishers continue to
adapt to the changes brought about by
technology, the following are a handful
of benefits unique to local newspapers.

« Local newspapers keep readers up-
to-date on their own communities.
Globalization may be here to stay, but
that does not mean local communities
are no longer home to newsworthy
events. National and international
newspapers and 24-hour cable news
channels can keep men and women
up-to-date on national and world
news, but in many instances, local
newspapers are the only means people
have to learn about what’s going on in
their own communities. Local politics
impact residents’ lives every day, and

local newspapers cover local politics
extensively.

« Local newspapers benefit nearby
businesses. Small business owners of-
ten connect with community members
via local newspapers. A strong, locally
based small business community can
improve economies in myriad ways,
creating jobs in the community and
contributing tax dollars that can be
used to strengthen local schools and
infrastructure. And local newspapers
do their part by providing affordable
and effective advertising space to local
business owners looking to connect
with their communities.

« Local newspapers can strengthen
communities. Local newspapers are
great resources for residents who
want to become more active in their
communities and learn more about
community events. Local newspapers
often showcase community events like
carnivals, local theater productions
and projects like park cleanups. These
are great ways for readers to become

more active
in their
commu-
nities and
build stron-
ger commu-
nities as a
result.

« Local

newspapers

can benefit

children.

National

newspapers

may have

little age-ap-

propriate

content to

offer young children, but local news-
papers tend to include more soft news
items than national periodicals, and
such stories typically are appropriate
for young readers. According to News-
papers in Education, students who
participated in an NIE group in Florida
performed significantly better in spell-
ing and vocabulary than nonreaders.

Additional studies have indicated that
students who use newspapers in the
classroom perform better on standard-
ized reading tests than those who do

not use newspapers in class.

Many local newspapers have played

vital roles in their communities for
decades, providing a go-to resource for
local readers and business owners.

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities

Agawam Advertiser News « Barre Gazette « Chicopee Register « Country Journal « Journal Register « Quaboag Current « The Register  Sentinel

The Sun « Town Reminder « Ware River News « Wilbraham Times

413.283.8393 ¢ www.newspapers.turley.com

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.
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our BUYLINE CONNECTIO

BLACK NOVEMBER SALE!!!

BEST PRIGES & REBATES SINGE PANDEMIC!

1,000s OF APPLIANCES!
E BIKES IN STOCK!
ALWAYS FREE DELIVERY

BEST PRICE

FAST DELIVERY OR PICK UP

GIANT TOY DEPT!!!
SEE INSERT INSIDE

WHITCO TOY & BIKE & = -5

12 MONTHS 140 Main St., Spencer 508'885'93 43

. www. whltcosales.com
0% FINANCING Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8:30pm; Sun. 10am-7pm

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

www.PostRoadRealty.com

What’s Your Home Worth?

Find your home’s worth with
NO OBLIGATION

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!
Call or Text Cassie 774-200-3523

121 West Main Street, West Brookfield
Cassiem77@aol.com

Follow us on
Facebook

Cassie Paolucci

774-200-3523 [ Bas|

HIGHEST & BEST OFFERS DUE Monday
11/20/23 by 6pm please. One level living in
this 3 bedroom 2 bath Ranch! Open floor
plan for kitchen and dining area with deck & garage access. Fireplace and bay
window in this oversized living-room. 3 large bedrooms all with hardwood floors
and plenty of closet space. First floor full bath 2nd bath in basement. Freshly
painted interior. New roof this year! Walk out basement partially finished is great
for family-room, work space or gym. 2 car garage on .87 acres.

CENTURY 21

North East

Ornc o R Estacs Cournar or e BastonEnuias

Century 21 North East Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me!
109 West St., Ware 1-978-434-1990

A WHERE EVERYONE GOES FORE
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

LANDSCAPE STONE

ALL SIZES

!lQl.":Ql

3 White ¢ Blush ¢ Blue ® Brown ¢ Purple
’ Red ¢ Lt Gray * Dark Gray =
=4 SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING k5
% Construction Stone e Title V Septic Sand Es
g Concrete Sand * Chicken Coop Sand  Utility Sand ¥ )
5 Chip Stone e Stone Dust ¢ Silt e Crushed Gravel <Y
{ 2 Crushed Asphalt » Crushed Concrete ® Cold Patch &
_’; Homeowner Friendly « No Minimums [~
C PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! >
.? 98 North Spencer Road, 5
= Route 31N, Spencer, MA 571
(D

508-885-6100
508 885 2480

O
L‘AQ!Q

Sand, Gravel & Asphalit
WWW. bondsandandgravel com

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY I AM
NOVEMBER 19, 2023, 11-1 PM
123 STATE STREET, PALMER OnN YOUR SIDE

‘When it comes to finding the house of your dreams. I can walk you
through every step, including the steps into your new home.

uuuuuuuuuuuu
nnnnnnnnnnn

Lisa Caron, Your Local Real Estate Professional, Broker Owner
GRI, ABR, LMC, CDPE,
SRS, SRES, PSA, MRP, E-PRO, C2EX
Listing Specialist, Accredited Buyer Representative, Notary Public

www.lisacaron.com
42 West Main Street, Brookfield

(508) 341-8299

é coa )
S e
dventure tourns 05 W/*m b
Shurc the Adventure wit g%
12-NIGHT
CARIBBEAN
CRUISE -
April 7-19, 2024
Call now -
December 1
deadline!
Nov. 18......Vermont Country Store................... $79
Dec. 30.....Moulin Rouge!.............cccccovvvrrnnee. $125
Jan. 27.......Ain"t Too Proud - Temptations......$99
March 16...Frozen at PP.A.C..............cccounn..... $130
May 24 ......7-night Bermuda Cruise ... from $1599
Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
\ or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com y

[NAPILES

AREJIN!

Our Donuts Are
Famously Delicious!

VISIT THE FARM FOR:

* Honey ® Cheese |
e Jams e Early Apples |
e Maple Syrup

1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
| WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE
GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY ™

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs
Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122

www.breezelandsorchards.com

EVERGRISP & CORTLAND

AND MANY OTHER VARIETIES

CIDER DONUTS
RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS

Open Daily 9-5 » 508-867-2187
Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com
Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd.

to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd.
to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

Support Your
Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCAL

NOTHING SAYS
FALL LIKE A

FIREPIT

IN THE
BACKYARD
We stock 6 different styles
Prices starting under $360
For Firepit and block

CONCRETE SOLUTIONS

199 East Broadway (Rt. 2A), Gardner
978-669-0088

7 Worcester Rd., Barre

978-355-3000

Mon. & Thurs. 3pm-9pm
Fri. & Sat. 11:30 am - 11pm
Sun. 11:30am-7:30pm
Closed Tues. & Wed.

Hours may change
Check Facebook for updates

ALL YOU CAN EAT
THANKSGIVING DINNER 526

RESERVATIONS 11-6 PM
DOORS CLOSE AT 7 PM

é WALK-INS AND TAKE OUT
AVAILABLE

ROAST BEEF TURKEY, STUFFING, MASHED POTATOES,
GREEN BEAN CASSEROLE, CORN, SWEET POTATOES,
DINNER ROLLS, APPLE & PUMPKIN PIE

Farmer Matt"

FARM-FRESH + LOCAL

FARMER MATT IS OPEN YEAR ROUND

Farmer Matt’s Signature

Thanksgiving Dinner. Pre-order now.

Succulent turkey, whipped potatoes, roasted sweet
potato, cranberry sauce, glazed carrots and herbatious

stuffing with plenty for leftovers the next day.

860 West Brookfield Rd., New Braintree, MA

Farmer Matt offers farm-fresh beef, poultry,
and pork along with a variety of other farm
store staples. Also serving homemade meals
from our farm kitchen.

FarmerMatt.com or (508) 980-7085

Order online or in-store

FarmerMatt.com or call (508) 980-7085




