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Senate candidate
visits selectmen
Mike Valanzola
visiting district towns

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the

See SELECTMEN, page 7

Green Energy Tips 
Barre Energy Committee

Beautiful icicles and prob-
lematic ice dams? If you have
icicles hanging or ice dam
issues, it is a sure sign you are
wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.

State funds used to
promote regional
partnerships

Singing the night away

Turley Publications Photo by Amber King, an intern from Quabbin Regional High School. 

The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting

See ROOF PROJECT, page 8 See CIC GRANT, page 8

Chocolates and so many to pick

Awards to be presented
at April 26 dinner

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER — For every active
group or organization in town,
there are a number of key volun-
teers behind it, from church groups
like the United Church of Ware
and the First Church of Monson to
civic organizations like the Palmer
Lions Club and the Belchertown
Fair Committee, said Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.
These are the people that – for the
most part – stay in the background
when the media shows up at an
event but are a vital part of bring-
ing community activities to life.

And it is recognition of that
fact that the QHCC is seeking
nominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from the
Chamber towns of Belchertown,
Brimfield, Brookfield, East
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland,
Monson, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer,
Wales, Ware, Warren and West
Brookfield.

Last year ’s winner was
Bobbie McAvoy of Ware, for her
work in holding collections for
troops overseas. At the time, she
said that she was thrilled to be
nominated, but didn’t believe she
was as deserving of the award as
others in the community.

And that is just the quality
that Weake said the committee that
judges Citizen of the Year nomina-
tions is looking for.

“These people are the ones
that don’t do it for the recognition
but without whose diligence the

Karen Anderson of Orange announces her
candidacy for state representative

Chamber eyes volunteer standouts

ORANGE - Karen Anderson, a
Republican, announced her candi-
dacy for the 2nd Franklin District
State Representative seat. She
declared, “For too long the needs of

our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district's

needs. I will tirelessly work to pro-
tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations

Turley Publications Photo by Genevieve Fraser

Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10
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more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations

Turley Publications Photo by Genevieve Fraser

Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10

See NORTH BROOKFIELD, 
page 9

Peter
Durant

State Senate
★ ★ ★ ★

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO RE-ELECT PETER DURANT

PROTECTING OUR WALLETS
✓ Earned a perfect voting record of 

protecting taxpayers from tax increases
✓ 100% rating in standing up for local small 

businesses
✓ Working to stop the migrant crisis
✓ Fully funding our schools
✓ Sponsored legislation for Crumbling 

Foundations

STOPPING 
ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION

✓ Only candidate to vote against licenses for 
illegal immigrants

✓ Fought against taxpayer funded benefits 
for illegals

✓ Filed legislation to amend the Right to 
Settle law to require legal residency

PROTECTING OUR RIGHTS
✓ Supporting our sportsman and protecting 

their rights
✓ Support small business

GETTING
THE JOB DONE 

FOR US

Voters pass 
two articles 
at STM
Town moves forward 
with purchase of new 
fire pumper truck

Staff Report

HARDWICK – A total of 89 
voters cast votes at the town’s spe-
cial town meeting held at Hardwick 
Elementary School last Thursday 
evening.

Moderator Ryan J. Witkos 
called the meeting to order at 6 
p.m. and voters spent just under an 
hour discussing the two articles on 
the warrant, both of which passed. 

A moment of silence was 
held to honor the recent pass-
ing of Hardwick historian Emily 
Bancroft, Chair of the Historical 
Commission and past president of 
the Hardwick Historical Society.

Article 1 asked voters to raise 
and appropriate, transfer from 
available funds, or borrow a sum 
of money to fund the purchase and 
equipping a new fire pumper truck 
for the use of the Fire Department, 
including the payment of all costs 
incidental and related thereto pro-
vided that this appropriation shall 
be contingent on the passage of a 
Proposition 2½ debt exclusion bal-
lot question; or to take any other 
action relative thereto. 

Mysterious Massachusetts
Presenter shares 
stories of the 
unknown in the 
Bay State

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

BARRE – You may wonder 
what mysteries Massachusetts 
has that have yet to be solved.

This past week, the Woods 
Memorial Library welcomed 
Sarah Hodge-Wetherbe who 
provided a presentation called 
“Mysterious Massachusetts: A 
history of the unknown in the 
Bay State.” 

Hodge-Wetherbe is the head 
librarian for teen services with 
the Springfield city library. When 
she’s not at the library she tours 
all over New England for lectures 
on various aspects of “geek” cul-
ture. 

In this presentation, it was all 
about the unknown and unusual 
sightings that have occurred in 
the Bay State. 

Hodge-Wetherbe has always 
been a fan of the “strange” and 
a comic book fan as well as her 
first love, stories. To her, stories 
are very important, and telling 
these stories about the myster-
ies of Massachusetts is what she 
wanted to present. 

“These are my favorite stories 
to share,” Hodge-Wetherbe said. 

The presentation began with 

a word that is not officially con-
sidered a science, cryptozoology. 
It is the search for animals which 
are considered to be mythology 
by mainstream biology. 

The task is to search for evi-
dence of surviving members of a 

species. 
This word falls under the 

study of beings that are con-
sidered mythical and the first 
one Hodge-Wetherbe talked 
about were Bigfoot sightings in 
Massachusetts. 

Accord ing  to  r e sea rch , 
there have been Bigfoot sight-
ings in every U.S. state, except 
Hawaii. Hodge-Wetherbe said 

Health
insurance 
rates increase 
for town’s
retirees

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD – 
Town Administrator Michael 
Szlosek said he was “a little dis-
appointed” by the rate increase 
from the Massachusetts Interlocal 
Insurance Association for retiree 
health insurance. 

At the Oct .  22 Board of 
Selectmen’s meeting, he said the 
current monthly rates for various 
plans will increase anywhere from 
10:28% to 24.02%. The greatest 
increase (24.02%) is for Blue Med 
RX, shifting from $173 a month to 
$215. 

Szlosek said the board has until 
the first of November to accept the 
new rates.

“These are large increases,” 
Szlosek said.

The board approved the new 
ra tes .  Vice-Chai r  El izabeth 
“Brooke” Canada said the board 
should look into other health insur-
ance options for next year to see if 
lower rates are available.

Sewer Department update
Sewer Superintendent Eric 

Cardenas said Tristan Gilman was 
hired as an operator. Cardenas said 
the department hadn’t received 
a lot of interest in the position 
for seven months prior to hiring 
Gilman. 

“We decided to go with Tristan,” 
he said. “We thought it would be 
nice to have somebody local.”

Cardenas said the department 
has added about 50% more equip-
ment and Gilman will start training 
on all of it. 

“It  made a lot of sense,” 
Cardenas said, to hire Gilman.

Cardenas said Gilman will be 
paid out of the assistant’s salary 
line item in the budget.

Appointment
The board appointed Ashley 

Place to the Library Board of 
Trustees at the Haston Free Public 
Library. Place said her family has 
recently moved to town and that 
she has an extensive background in 
municipal government and librar-
ies.

“I thought it was great fit to 
get to know our town by serving 
the community from our beautiful 
building down here,” she said.

Sidewalk project
Canada said Vibram has offered 

financial support for engineering 
to complete sidewalks from School 
Street to North Main Street. This 
project will be added as a change 
order to phase one of the Complete 
Streets project. 

Brandon Avery, a member 
of the Downtown Development 
Committee, said the original phase 
one project came in under budget 
and additional funds became avail-
able. He said Vibram worked with 
the Complete Streets engineer to 
combine both projects.

Szlosek said Vibram’s contribu-
tion to the engineering of the proj-
ect was very beneficial to the town.

Canada said construction of the 
phase one project will be starting 
soon. Szlosek said copies of the 
plans for the project are available 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago

Sarah Hodge-Wetherbe presented “Mysterious Massachusetts” at Woods Memorial 
Library. Hodge-Wetherbe shared stories about the unknown happenings in the Bay State.

School Committee reviews
regional agreement

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD – 
School Committee Vice-Chair 
Tim Canada said the Regional 
A g r e e m e n t  A m e n d m e n t 
Committee voted to approve the 
agreement between the Quaboag 
Regional School District and 
North Brookfield Public Schools 
and present it to the towns. 

At the School Committee’s 
Oct. 21 meeting, he said the 
agreement has been posted on 
the school district’s website, 
nbschools.org, for community 
members to read.

In order for the two school dis-
tricts to move ahead with region-
alization, residents would need to 
pass articles at town meetings for 
each respective town. 

Canada said the agreement 
includes the formation of a new 
regional school committee, which 
would feature three represen-
tatives each from Warren, West 
Brookfield and North Brookfield. 
Elections for two-year terms 
would be held biannually, based 
on state elections.

“If a vacancy occurs, the select 
board chooses a replacement for 
that person who has left the com-
mittee, within 30 days,” he said.

Canada said organization, pow-
ers and duties, quorum, etc., of 
the new regional school committee 
would operate the same way the 
current school committee does.

He said the biggest difference 
is the formation of a transitional 
school committee, which will have 
18 members, including all current 
school committee members from 
each school district, along with 
one representative from the North 
Brookfield Board of Selectmen.

Canada said each district town 
will have its own elementary 
school serving grades kindergarten 
through five; students in grades 
six through eight will attend mid-
dle school at the current North 
Brookfield Jr./Sr. High School and 
students in grades nine through 12 
will attend the current Quaboag 
Regional Middle High School in 
Warren. 

“The earliest we would become 
a part of the Quaboag district, 
would be July 1, 2027,” Canada 
said, pending town meeting votes.

Administrator’s report
Elementary School Principal 

Arthur Murphy said Measures of 
Academic Progress testing has 
almost been completed in the 
school. 

“This gives our teachers infor-
mation right away, that they can 
utilize to make informed decisions 

in the classroom,” he said.
Students have been engaged 

i n  t h e  P o s i t ive  B e h av i o r 
Interventions and Supports incen-
tive program and have turned in 
well over 1,000 tickets to trade in 
for prizes. He said a school store 
is open once every other week and 
each class can go and trade in their 
tickets earned for positive behav-
ior.

Murphy said prizes range 
from glow sticks to pencils to fun 
experiences, such as being prin-
cipal for the day, riding to school 
in a police cruiser and more. He 
thanked the members of the Police 
Department for their support with 
this program.

“It’s been a great start to the 
year,” he said. “Anything that we 
can do to have our kids feel happy 
and part of our school, it’s fantas-
tic.”

Murphy said the Creative 
Action Thinking Laboratory has 
been a positive experience for the 
kindergarteners, and the second 
grade is preparing to study math 
fluence with the CAT Lab through 
music, dance and art.

Murphy said he has met with 
the PTO and the community is 
lucky to have adults who care 
about the students. He said the 
PTO is working hard on spirit 
week, a Veterans Day breakfast, 
food drive and more. 

“There’s a multitude of things 
going on in our school that the 
PTO really works hard on,” he 
said. 

M u r p h y  p r o v i d e d  h i s 

Hospital Review Committee 
discusses use of trusts

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Town Manager Stuart 
Beckley gave an update from 
legal counsel to the Hospital 
Review Committee at its recent 
meeting.

At the Oct.  16 meeting, 
Beckley said the two attorneys 
representing the town in regard 
to Baystate Mary Lane Hospital, 
Nicole Costanzo of KP Law 
and Patricia Davidson of Mirick 
O’Connell, will each focus on a 
different task.

Davidson will contact Baystate 
Health Attorney Vanessa Smith 
and Costanzo will work on draft-
ing a memo based on the rec-
ommendations of the Historical 
Commission about memorializa-
tion of the hospital site. 

“They both recommend the 
town, residents, and committee, 
describe a plan they would like 
to bring to the Attorney General,” 
Beckley said. 

The plan should describe 
“broadly, but clearly” what the 
priorities are for future use of the 
trust funds, including the Lewis 
Gilbert trust. 

“Primarily, the use which I 
think we all agree on, is health-
care,” Beckley said.

Hospital Review Committee 
Chair Howard Trietsch said the 
committee members agree that 
the trust money should be used as 
seed money to bring healthcare to 
the region.

“The priority is getting health-
care in the area,” he said. 

Committee member Nancy 
Talbot said providing the Attorney 
General with clear and concise 

information will make the deter-
mination easier. 

Trietsch motioned to use the 
trust fund to be mainly and most-
ly used as seed money for an 
urgent care or primary care on the 
site but not restricted to the site. 
The committee members present 
approved the motion unanimously. 
Friends of Mary Lane Hospital

Cindy Allen Bourcier, chair 
of the Friends of Mary Lane 
Hospital, said her group also had 
its own motion in front of the 
Attorney General already, and 
that getting on the same page is 
important.

Bourcier said Friends mem-
ber Peter Thamel continues 
to communicate with both the 
Greater Worcester Community 
Foundation and the Community 
F o u n d a t i o n  o f  We s t e r n 
Massachusetts.

Stephen Granlund spoke 
about a recent meeting with the 
Planning Board regarding a poten-
tial zoning change to protect the 
hospital site.

“ T h a t ’s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t 
they were very supportive of,” 
Granlund said.

Both Granlund and Bourcier 
asked the committee members for 
their views about land restrictions 
at the Mary Lane Hospital site. 

Trietsch said he would need 
more information about zoning 
before the committee makes a 
decision about it. 

Healthcare centers
Tr i e t s c h  s a i d  Ke n n e d y 

Community Health Center has 
pulled out of possibly developing 
the site. 

See MARY LANE, page 9
See SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 

page 6

“The earliest we 
would become a part 
of the Quaboag dis-
trict, would be July 1, 
2027.”

School Committee 
Vice-Chair Tim Canada

See MYSTERIOUS
MASSACHUSETTS,  page  5See HARDWICK, page 5
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News of the Towns

Barre Dining Center

Volunteer appreciation night is Nov. 18
The town of Hubbardston will host a volunteer 

appreciation night on Monday, Nov. 18 at 5 p.m.at 
the Hubbardston Senior Center in honor of all the 
hard work and dedication volunteers provide to the 
community. Refreshments will be served. This night 
is all about the volunteers. People should RSVP via 
email to bos@hubbardstonma.us by Monday, Nov. 
11. 

Public hearing on STM
The Hubbardston Select Board invites residents 

to a public hearing on Monday, Nov. 4 at 5:30 p.m. 
to review the proposed warrant articles for the 
upcoming Special Town Meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 
19. The hearing will be held at the Senior Center 
with virtual attendance options and will be live-
streamed on the Town’s Facebook page. 

Senior tax work-off program
The town of Hubbardston announces the opening 

of the Senior Tax Work-Off Program for eligible 
senior residents. This program allows seniors to earn 
a property tax reduction of up to $1,500 annually by 
volunteering their time to assist various town depart-
ments. Participants will earn $15 per hour, directly 
reducing their property tax bill. To be eligible resi-
dents must be aged 60 and above and own and occu-
py a home in Hubbardston. The work period is Oct.1 
through Sept. 30, 2025. Opportunities are available 
in departments such as Town Offices, Senior Center, 
Police Department, Library, and DPW. Applications 
are available at the Treasurer Collector’s Office, 7 
Main St. or by email request at taxcoll@hubbard-
stonma.us. For assistance or questions, people may 
call Sara Rish at 978-928-1400, extension 205. The 
town encourages eligible seniors to participate in 
this program to stay engaged with the community 
and enjoy a tax benefit.

Senior Center
The Hubbardston Senior Center, 7A Main 

St., events include: Bingo from 12:30-3 p.m. on 
Mondays; Knitting Group at 10 a.m. every Tuesday 
at 10 a.m. and WiiBowling beginning at 8:30 a.m. 
every Monday and Wednesday beginning at 8:30 
a.m. Eggs may be picked up on Thursdays at 8:30 
a.m. in the Senior Center. Cribbage is played on 
Thursdays from 1:30-3 p.m. Pitch is played the first 
and third Friday of the month at 6:30 p.m. Art group 
meets every Friday at 9 a.m.

Scavenger Hunt takes place Saturday
The 250th Anniversary Committee will sponsor the 

Barre Scavenger Hunt on Saturday, Nov. 2 starting at 
10:30 a.m. Participants will solve riddles to guide them 
across Barre to various locations and challenges. This 
family-friendly event encourages teams of all ages, 
whether they’re a seasoned Barre resident or new to the 
area. Participants should bring a non-expired, non-per-
ishable food item, pet food or toiletry for each group 
member. To locate the starting point, they must solve 
the first riddle: “In the heart of town, where voices 
rise, A round white structure stands under open skies. 
With music and laughter, it gathers the crowd, A sym-
bol of joy, both humble and proud. What place is this, 
where community plays, A central beacon for gath-
ering days?” Driving will be required as the groups 
navigate the hunt. The committee is giving away a total 
of $900 in prepaid cash cards to the winning teams. 
The hunt will take approximately two hours to com-
plete. The 250th Anniversary Committee is also still 
looking for volunteers to help this event run smoothly. 
To volunteer, people should email 250anniveraary@
townofbarre.com.

Senior center open house
The Barre/Hardwick Senior Center, 557 South 

Barre Road, will be hosting an Open House on 
Tuesday, Nov. 19 from 9-11 a.m. to celebrate the 20th 
anniversary of the town of Barre/Hardwick Senior 
Center. All are invited to attend. Light refreshments 
will be served.

Veteran’s Day
On Veterans Day, Monday, Nov. 11, there will be a 

brief ceremony at Veterans Park, on the Common, at 
11 a.m. All Veterans are encouraged to join the ranks. 
Local residents are invited to attend.

Central Mass. Postcard show
The Central Massachusetts Postcard Club and St. 

Joseph’s Catholic Church will be co - sponsoring the 
club’s 40th annual postcard shoe at the church on 
29 South St. on Barre Common on Saturday, Nov. 2 
from 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Admission of $3 benefits 
the church, who will also sell food from 11 a.m.-1 
p.m. Ten dealers from four states will offer old picture 
postcards for sale including local town views and many 
topics. Anyone with questions may email show manag-
er J.R. Greene at jrg01331@webtv.net.  

Pancake breakfast
Cradle Rock Chapter Order of Eastern Star will 

hold a designer pancake breakfast on Saturday, Nov. 
2 from 7-10:30 a.m. at the Masonic Lodge Hall, 71 
Pleasant St. Cost is $9 for adults and $5 for children 8 
and under. The breakfast is open to all and people may 
design their own pancakes then add sausage gravy with 
biscuits, bacon, sausage, waffles, juice and coffee. Pure 
maple syrup is always served.

BARRE — Elder Services of Worcester Area 
Nutrition Program welcomes guests to dine at 
the Barre Senior Center, 557 South Barre Road. 
The following meals will be served for the week 
of Nov. 4. Lunches are back at the senior center, 
but require a pre-sign up. Volunteers are needed 
at the Barre dining site. Volunteers are needed 
for Meals on Wheels (mileage reimbursement) 
and in the kitchen. People should contact 978-
355-5027.    

MONDAY – Pork Rib-i-que, mac n cheese, 
mixed vegetables, pineapple, sandwich roll

TUESDAY –  Sloppy Joe, seasoned potatoes, 
green beans, fresh fruit, sandwich roll

WEDNESDAY –  Chicken Cacciatore, 
Gemmeli pasta, roasted broccoli, cookies, Italian 
bread

THURSDAY – Salisbury steak with gravy, 
mashed potatoes, corn, carrot cake, diet = half 
piece, marble ry bread

FRIDAY – Fish with crumb topping, rice 
pilaf, Tuscany style vegetables, fruited ambrosia, 
whole wheat bread, tartar sauce

*Higher sodium entree Meal includes milk 
and margarine. Menus are subject to change. All 
meals are served at about 11:45 a.m. each week-
day. Reservations should be made the day before 
by calling 978-355-5027 before 10:30 a.m. The 
donation of $3.00 per meal helps keep the pro-
gram running.  

Hubbardston
Ellenor Downer

edowner@turley.com

Editorial deadline reminder
Deadline for e-mailed press releases is noon on 

Monday. Deadline for hard copy is noon on Friday. 

BARRE  –  The 250th 
Anniversary Committee will 
sponsor the Barre Scavenger 
Hunt on Saturday, Nov. 2 start-
ing at 10:30 a.m. 

Participants will solve rid-
dles to guide them across Barre 
to various locations and chal-
lenges. This family-friendly 
event encourages teams of all 
ages, whether they’re a sea-
soned Barre resident or new to 
the area. 

Participants should bring a 

non-expired, non-perishable 
food item, pet food or toilet-
ry for each group member. To 
located the starting point, they 
must solve the first riddle: “In 
the heart of town, where voic-
es rise, A round white structure 
stands under open skies. With 
music and laughter, it gathers 
the crowd, A symbol of joy, 
both humble and proud. What 
place is this, where community 
plays, A central beacon for gath-
ering days?” 

Driving will be required as 
the groups navigate the hunt. 
The committee is giving away 
a total of $900 in prepaid cash 
cards to the winning teams. The 
hunt will take approximately 
two hours to complete. 

The 250th Anniversary 
Committee is also still looking 
for volunteers to help this event 
run smoothly. 

To volunteer, people should 
email 250anniveraary@townof-
barre.com.

Corrections policy
The Barre Gazette will gladly correct factual 

errors that appear in this paper. Corrections or 
clarifications will always appear on Page 2. To  
request a orrection, send information to Editor 
Ellenor Downer at barrenews@turley.com or call 
978-355-4000. Corrections may also be request-
ed in writing at Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005.

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

287 Main Street
Gardner

978-632-0241

WE SERVICE ALL
MAJOR BRAND

APPLIANCES
NAME BRAND

APPLIANCES & TV’S AT 
WAREHOUSE PRICES

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Halloween Trick or
Treating Schedule

THURSDAY, OCT. 31

BARRE
Trunk or Treating on Common Street from 

5-8 p.m. as well as regular trick or treating
Barre Historical Society will participate at 

their building on Common Street.

HUBBARDSTON
Trick or Treat 5-8 p.m.
Block Party 4-8 p.m.

OAKHAM
Trunk or Treating in the Town Hall parking 

lot from 5-7 p.m. as well as regular trick or 
treating

PETERSHAM
Trick or Treating  4:30-6 p.m.
Parade Around the Common  6 p.m.
Kids’ Event at Lower Town Hall  6:30 p.m.
 

250th Anniversary Committee
sponsors scavenger hunt

HARDWICK – Every song 
is fresh. Every scene is new. 
Every night is different. It’s all 
improvised and it’s all funny. 

On Saturday, Nov. 9, at 7 
p.m., “Broadway’s Next Hit 
Musical” comes to The Center 
at Eagle Hill. 

Tickets are $35 for adults, 
$30 for students and seniors. 
The Center also offers dis-
c o u n t e d  $ 1 0  t i c k e t s  t o 
EBT cardholders through 
Massachusetts’ Card to Culture 
Program. 

“Broadway’s  Next  Hi t 
Musical” is the only unscripted 
theatrical awards show. Have 

you heard of the Tony Awards? 
Wel l ,  “Broadway’s  Next 
Hit Musical” is the “Phony” 
Awards. 

Audience members write 
down made up song titles and 
master improvisers gather the 
suggestions and present them as 
“nominated songs” for this cov-
eted award. Spontaneous scenes 
and songs are created filled 
with great dancing, catchy mel-
odies, and tons of laughter. 

The audience votes for their 
favorite song and watches as 
the cast turns that song into a 
full-blown improvised musi-
cal – complete with memorable 

characters, witty dialogue, and 
plot twists galore. 

For tickets and information, 
visit www.thecenterateaglehill.
org or call the Box Office at 
413-477-6746.

About The Center
The Center at Eagle Hill is 

a performance venue in central 
Massachusetts presenting world 
class music, dance, theatre, and 
comedy. 

For more information about 
this, and other events, please 
visit our website at www.
thecenterateaglehill.org. The 
Center at Eagle Hill is located 
at 242 Old Petersham Road.

‘Broadway’s Next Hit Musical’ comes
to The Center at Eagle Hill

RUTLAND – The Rutland 
Historical Society is hosting The 
History of Mishoon on Sunday, 
Nov. 10 from 1-3 p.m., at the 
Rutland Public Library, 280 
Main St. Rutland.

Participants will discov-
er the untold history of Lake 
Quinsigamond’s submerged 
treasures. Cheryl Stedtler, 
Hassanamisco Nipmuc Band 
tribal member and director of 
Project Mishoon, will unveil 

the fascinating journey behind 
the discovery of ancient dugout 
canoes known as mishoonash in 
this presentation. 

She will delve into the rich 
heritage of the Nipmuc tribe and 
their ancestral navigation of the 
lake using these unique vessels. 
With scientific documentation, 
underwater imaging and capti-
vating insights, 

Stedtler will unveil the mys-
teries surrounding these rare 

mishoonash, dating back to the 
1640s. People will learn how 
these remarkable finds are 
rewriting the narrative of New 
England’s archaeological land-
scape as they journey through 
time and heritage with Project 
Mishoon. 

This program is free and 
open to all. Light refreshments 
will be served following the pre-
sentation. 

Historical society presents‘History of Mishoon’

Support the local 
businesses that support
your local newspaper.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Barre Gazette

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISING

Retailers and small 
local businesses put the 
lion’s share of their local 

advertising in newspapers. 
They know which media 

truly moves their products. 
Besides that, Google’s 

research shows that half of 
online shoppers are more 

likely to buy products they’ve 
seen in the paper.

Works!Works!

Red Door Fayre to be 
held on Nov. 9

NORTH BROOKFIELD – Christ Memorial 
Episcopal Church, 133 Main St., will hold its Red 
Door Fayre on Saturday, Nov. 9 from 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 

There will be raffles, an exquisite table, Christmas 
table, bake table, pies, craft table. A homemade lun-
cheon of soups, sandwiches and apple crisp will also 
be available. 

SUBMISSIONS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME
Send your stories and photos to 

edowner@turley.com
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Naval Sea-bees to host 
Veterans breakfast

The Naval Sea-bees will host a breakfast for 
Veterans on Saturday, Nov. 9 from 9-11:30 a.m. in 
the Municipal Building, Barre Road. All Veterans are 
welcome to attend.

Church bake sale
An election day bake sale will be held at the 

Oakham Congregational Church, 4 Coldbrook Road, 
on Tuesday, Nov. 5 from 8:15 a.m.-2 p.m. Coffee 
will be sold for here or to go. Quilt raffle tickets will 
also be sold for $2 each. 

Senior Center Activities
The following are the Senior Center’s activities 

starting in November.
Third Monday of the month Podiatry from 9 

a.m.-2.30 p.m. Reservations is required.Tuesday is 
Yoga at 12.30 p.m.; fourth Tuesday of the month 
Blood Pressure/Glucose Testing from 11 a.m.-noon; 
Wednesday  Zumba Gold is at 9 a.m. in the Rutland 
Senior Center - $2 donation each class.Thursday 
is second Thursday of the month Blood Pressure 
11.00am; third Thursday – SHINE from 10 a.m.-
1 p.m. Reservations required Friday is Functional 
Fitness at10.30 a.m. at the New Braintree Town Hall 
- $2 donation per class; and third Friday is the Lunch 
Bunch, a group lunch at local restaurant. Sign up is 
required. Sign up sheets are in the main room of the 
Senior Center.  For those offerings requiring reserva-
tions, people should call 508-882-4073.  

Harvest and Holly Fair
The Oakham Congregational  Church,  4 

Coldbrook Road, will hold their annual Harvest and 
Holly Fair on Saturday, Nov. 23 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
at the church. The church will have a baked table, 
craft table, cookie walk, raffle table, homemade quilt 
raffle, white elephant table and snack bar. There will 
be local crafts as well.

Festivals of Lessons and Carols
On Sunday, Dec. 15 at 7 p.m. the Oakham 

Congregational Church, 4 Coldbrook Road, will hold 
their annual Festival of Lessons and Carols. A choir 
and community choir accompanied by a community 
orchestra will perform “Glory in the Highest” by 
Marty Parks. Refreshments will be served after-
wards. 

Public Meetings 
BARRE

250th Anniversary Committee – Nov. 4 at 6 p.m.
Select Board – Nov. 4 at 6 p.m.
Election Day – Nov. 5 from 7 a.m.-8 p.m.
Felton Field Commission – Nov. 5 at 6:30 p.m.
Board of Assessors – Nov. 5 at 6 p.m.
Felton Field Commission – Nov. 5 at 6:30 p.m.
Council on Aging – Nov. 6 at 12:30 p.m.
Board of Registrars – Nov. 7 at 4:30 p.m.
Conservation Committee – Nov. 12 and Nov. 21 
  at 7 p.m.
Library Trustees – Nov. 13 at 6:30 p.m.
Barre Housing Authority – Nov. 14 at 1 p.m.
Planning Board – Nov. 19 at 7 p.m.
Sewer Commission – Nov. 21 at 7 p.m.
Board of Health – Dec. 2 at 5 p.m.
Water Commission – Dec. 9 at 6:30 p.m.
DPW Commission – Dec. 9 at 7 p.m.
Cable Advisory Committee – Dec. 10 at 7 p.m.
Cemetery Commission – Dec. 26 at 11 a.m.

HARDWICK
Council on Aging – Nov. 6 at 12:30 p.m.
Paige Library Trustees – Nov. 7 at 7 p.m.
Hardwick New Braintree Cultural Council – 
  Nov. 11 and Dec. 9 at 6:30 p.m.
Recycling Commission – Nov. 12 at 6:30 p.m. 
Planning Board – Nov. 12 at 6:30 p.m.
Board of Health – Nov. 12 at 6:45 p.m.
Gilbertville Public Library – Nov. 13 at 4 p.m.
Master Plan Steering Committee – Nov. 14 
  at 6:30 p.m.
Board of Registrars – Nov. 16 at 12:30 p.m.
Capital Planning Committee – Nov. 18 at 3 p.m.
Wheelwright Water District – Nov. 18 at 7 p.m.
Gilbertville Water District – Nov. 19 at 5:30 p.m.
Conservation Commission – Nov. 20 at 6:30 p.m. 

HUBBARDStON
Select Board Public Hearing – Nov. 4 at 5:30 p.m.
Cultural Council – Nov. 4, Nov. 12 and Nov. 21
  at 7 p.m. 

NORTH BROOKFIELD
Cultural Council – Nov. 2 at 9 a.m.
Downtown Development Committee – Nov. 4 
 at 6:30 p.m.
Board of Selectmen – Nov. 5 and Nov. 19 at 6 p.m.
Capital Improvement Planning – Nov. 6 at 6 p.m.
Sewer Commissioners – Nov. 12 at 3:45 p.m. 
Special Town Meeting – Nov. 15 at 6:30 p.m.
Planning Board – Nov. 20 at 6 p.m.

OAKHAM
Oakham Cultural Council – Nov. 2 at 11 a.m.
Conservation Commission Hearing – Nov. 6 
 at 6 p.m.
Council on Aging – Nov. 8 at noon
Planning Board – Nov. 19 at 7 p.m.

PETERSHAM
Council on Aging – Nov. 4 and Dec. 9 at 10 a.m.
Conservation Commission – Nov. 5 at 7 p.m.
Select Board – Nov. 7, Nov. 21, Dec. 5, Dec. 19 
 and Jan. 2, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.
Board of Health – Nov. 7 at 7 p.m.
Board of Assessors – Nov. 8 at 9 a.m.
Cemetery Commission – Nov. 12 at 10 a.m.
Open Space and Recreation Committee – 
 Nov. 12 at 6 p.m.
Petersham Historic District – Nov. 21 at 6 p.m.
Council on Aging – Dec. 9 at 10 a.m.

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Library holds story 
time on Nov. 4

NEW BRAINTREE – The New Braintree Public 
Library, 45 Memorial Drive, is offering a story time 
program for preschoolers on Monday, Nov. 4 beginning 
at 9 a.m.   

The program’s focus is Veterans Day and will 
include a reading of “You’re a Grand Old Flag” by 
George M. Cohan and “Veterans Day” by Allan Morey. 
This reading and crafts program is held at the library. 
Parental supervision is required. People may call the 
library at 508-867-7650 during regular business hours 
for more information.  

Cradle Rock OES to hold 
pancake breakfast

BARRE – Cradle Rock Chapter Order of Eastern 
Star will hold a designer pancake breakfast on  
Saturday, Nov. 2 from 7-10:30 a.m. at the Masonic 
Lodge Hall, 71 Pleasant St.

Cost is $9 for adults and $5 for children 8 and under 
The breakfast is open to all and people may design 

their own pancakes then add sausage gravy with bis-
cuits, bacon, sausage, waffles, juice and coffee. Pure 
maple syrup is always served.

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. __ Spumante (Italian 

wine)
  5. Highly impressed
 11. Pronoun to identify 

something specific
 12. Uttered in an 

impassioned way
 16. Outfits
 17. “Westworld” actor 

Harris
 18. Stewed game casserole
 19. Indignities inflicted on 

others
 24. Blood type
 25. Says beneath one’s 

breath
 26. Taxis
 27. Transmits genetic 

information from DNA 
to the cytoplasm

 28. NFL great Randy
 29. Where college students 

live
 30. Brief Yankees sensation 

Kevin

 31. Condiment
 33. -frutti
 34. Polish city
 38. Astronomy unit of 

distance
 39. Romanian village
 40. Bears first overall pick 

Williams
 43. Irritated
 44. Clothing for sale has 

them
 45. One-time world power
 49. When you anticipate 

arriving
 50. Farm building
 51. Organize thoughtfully
 53. Detective
 54. One who reduces
 56. Nursemaids
 58. Partner to “Pa”
 59. World’s longest river
 60. Commemorates
 63. Compound
 64. The Lannisters and 

Starks fought for one
 65. Email function

CLUES DOWN
  1. Open-roofed entrance
  2. Japanese religion
  3. Dancer’s garments
  4. Distributes
  5. Yemeni port
  6. Spanish doctors
  7. It cools your house
  8. Engine variant
  9. Makes more 

manageable
 10. Days (Spanish)
 13. Milliliter
 14. Spread out from
 15. With two replaceable 

hydrogen atoms
 20. Respectful title for 

a man
 21. Equally
 22. Scarlett’s home
 23. Big Blue
 27. Subway dwellers
 29. One-tenth of a liter
 30. Central European river
 31. Distress signal
 32. Expression of sympathy

 33. Bar bill
 34. Football equipment
 35. Dance music
 36. Russian river
 37. Mary __, cosmetics
 38. Gym class
 40. Autos
 41. Fourth and honorable 

name in ancient Rome
 42. Defeats (abbr.)
 44. A way to color
 45. Planet
 46. Form of humor
 47. Taken without 

permission
 48. Go over again
 50. Auto parts 

manufacturer
 51. Detective’s source
 52. Home of the Flyers
 54. Short official note
 55. Emit coherent radiation
 57. In the year of Our Lord
 61. Atomic #18
 62. Not from, but…

Brush Fire Warning: State, local leaders 
urge caution amid high fire risk

Common causes 
include power 
equipment, fireplace 
ashes, and heating/
cooking

STOW—With 47 active brush 
fires reported statewide, including 
18 in the past 24 hours, local and 
state officials are urging residents 
to use extra caution with any open 
flame or other heat source out-
doors.

 Representatives from the 
Executive Office of Public 
Safety & Security, Department 
of Conservation & Recreation, 
Department of Fire Services, 
Mas s achus e t t s  Emergency 
Managemen t  Agency,  and 
Fire Chiefs Associat ion of 
Massachusetts reminded residents 
that the ongoing weather condi-
tions make dry leaves, dead veg-
etation, and other fuels extremely 
receptive to ignition.

 “The dry, sunny, breezy 
weather is great for recreation, 
but it also means that any out-
door fire will spread quickly and 
become very difficult to manage,” 
said State Fire Marshal Jon M. 
Davine. “We’re seeing prevent-
able fires growing to dangerous 

sizes and drawing numerous 
resources, locally and regionally.”

 Based on the preliminary 
causes of recent fires, officials are 
asking residents to:

Remember that open burning 
is prohibited statewide through 
January and in many communities 
year-round.

Refrain from outdoor cooking 
and heating. Sparks and embers 
from chimineas, fire pits, and 
grills can easily ignite dry vege-
tation, debris, and overhanging 
branches.

Use caution with lawnmowers, 
leaf blowers, all-terrain vehicles, 
and other power equipment. The 
engines can become hot enough 
to ignite dry leaves and grass.

Dispose of ashes from fire-
places and wood stoves in a metal 
can, douse them with water, and 
cover them with a tight-fitting 
lid. These ashes can remain hot 
enough to ignite combustibles 
long after the fire goes out: never 
dump them outdoors or in the 
trash.

Extinguish smoking materials 
in a sturdy ashtray with water or 
sand. Never toss cigarette butts, 
matches, or other smoking mate-
rials over the edge of a balcony, 
stub them out on stairs or railings, 
or toss them in dry vegetation or 

debris.
 Weather conditions statewide 

currently place all Massachusetts 
communities at elevated risk of 
brush fires. Many of these fires 
could spread to or from residen-
tial areas. Residents should mon-
itor fire conditions closely and 
follow instructions from local 
public safety officials. Ensure 
that Wireless Emergency Alerts 
(WEAs) are enabled on your cell 
phone. If your community has 
a local alert system, sign up to 
receive local warnings. 

 Find more outdoor fire safety 
tips on the Department of Fire 
Services’ website by visiting 
https://www.mass.gov/info-de-
tails/outdoor-firesafety. 

Central Mass. Postcard 
show happens Nov. 2

BARRE – The Central Massachusetts Postcard 
Club and St. Joseph’s Catholic Church will be co - 
sponsoring the club’s 40th annual postcard shoe at 
the church on 29 South St. on Barre Common on 
Saturday, Nov. 2 from 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

Admission of $3 benefits the church, who will also 
sell food from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Ten dealers from four 
states will offer old picture postcards for sale includ-
ing local town views and many topics.  Anyone with 
questions may email show manager J.R. Greene at 
jrg01331@webtv.net.  Our

advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know
you saw their 

ad in the

Barre
Gazette

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

The Moryl and Morrison-
S h u n a m a n  f a m i l i e s 
dressed the part for St. 
Aloysius Catholic School’s 
Trunk or Treat event, secur-
ing a prize as one of the 
top trunks.

Submiitted photos

St. Aloysius 
held 9th 

annual Trunk 
or Treat

The Mankin family did not fail to disappoint with their “Beetlejuice” themed trunk.

ANSWERS ON PAGE 10www.newspapers.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications

Library offers passes to
local museums and more

RUTLAND – The Friends of the Rutland Public 
Library offers passes for free or discounted admis-
sion at a variety of attractions around the state.  

This year, passes are available from the Rutland 
Public Library, 280 Main St., for Massachusetts State 
Parks, Old Sturbridge Village, Tower Hill Botanic 
Garden and Worcester Art Museum. 

The program is funded in part by the Rutland 
Cultural Council, a local agency which is supported 
by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agen-
cy. 

For more information, people may call the Rutland 
Library at 508-886-4108.
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5 years (Nov. 7, 2019)
Richard “Dickie” Fiske, a man 

known for always thinking of oth-
ers, died this weekend at age 94. 
Fiske, who always had his sig-
nature smile ready and a word 
of encouragement for all, would 
probably be surprised by the rip-
ples of sadness moving through 
the Quaboag communities and 
beyond at the news of his death. 
The creator of The Heart to Heart 
Foundation, which raised money 
to help needy children and their 
families more than 20 years ago, 
held entertainment shows and Fun 
of the Common events for years 
to make sure children got what 
they needed. He made sure chil-
dren with cancer and those with 
many other issues received help, 
whether it was fuel to keep their 
homes warm while they were ill or 
additional services, such as therapy 
horseback riding lessons.

The calendar may have read 
November, however hundreds of 
spooky and fun characters roamed 
the streets of Barre especially in 
the center of town, to celebrated 
the third annual, “A Barre Scary 
Halloween” event last Saturday 
evening. Because of the heavy 
rains and high winds forecasted or 
the actual night of Halloween, the 
Barre Board of Selectmen voted 
to postpone the festivities for two 
days to Nov. 2, similar to many 
towns around the Commonwealth. 
The clear and brisk air this past 
Saturday certainly gave a feel of 
fall as many arrived at the Barre 
Common to Trunk or Treat from 
the couple of dozens of vehicles set 
up to hand out goodies.

The Barre Board of Selectmen 
approved three more sections of 
the town’s financial policies and 
procedures – financial reserves, 
forecasting and investments. 
Selectman Chair Matthew Urban 
discussed establishing a capital-
ization fund as well as the reg-
ular stabilization fund as part of 
financial reserves. He said the 
town currently uses free cash for 
the stabilization would fund capital 
expenditures. Finance Committee 
member Claire Adomaitis said the 
board should use caution in setting 
a policy that restricts the use of sta-
bilization funds. If things got tight, 
then would not be able to use that 
money. She said “be careful not to 
back into a corner.”

10 years (Nov. 6, 2014)
Only about two percent of Boy 

Scouts earn Eagle, to the highest 
rank in Scouting. Since the intro-
duction of the Eagle Scout rank 
in 1911 more than two million me 
received that honor. Only a few 
make Eagle, but it is even more 
unusual for all the male members 
of the family to accom-
plish this goal. Patrick 
Mardirosian of Oakham 
joined his two older 
brothers by becoming at 
Eagle Scout last month 
on Oct. 4 at an awards 
ceremony at  Naquag 
Elementary School in 
Rutland. His twin broth-
ers earned their Eagle 
rank on March 12, 2011. 
They all belonged to 
Rutland Troop 141.

Barre Selectmen held 
a moment of silence for 
long time resident Esther 

Bacon, who passed away last week 
at age 99. Selectmen met with 
members of the Ambulance Squad 
and Fire Department to discuss 
combining the two departments. 
Selectman Lief Ericson said the 
meeting was a preliminary step. 
He commented the purpose was 
to better the service. The ambu-
lance did not have enough funds 
from Emergency Medical Services 
receipts to cover their expenses. 
The operational also moved from 
a non-profit to a town department. 
The service had$400,000 in uncol-
lected receipts. The collection rate 
dropped from 84% to 60%.

Loca l ly,  Democra t  Anne 
M. Gobi, won the Worcester, 
H a m p d e n ,  H a m p s h i r e  a n d 
Middlesex District seat for Senator 
in General Court in a close race 
over her Republican opponent, 
Michael J. Valanzola of Wales. 
In the Fifth Worcester District 
for Representative in the General 
Court, Republican Donald R. 
Berthiaume Jr. of Spencer defeat-
ed Democratic candidate Matthew 
Castriotta of Hubbardston. The 
Second Franklin District that 
Petersham is part of elected 

Republican challenger, Susannah 
M. Whipps-Lee over Democratic 
incumbent Denise Andrews. The 
candidate for First Worcester 
District Republican Kimberly N. 
Fergusson, incumbent Republican 
from Holden, ran unopposed.

25 years (Nov. 4, 1999)
About 300 to 400 all-ter-

rain vehicles from all over New 
England and New York came to the 
Barre/Petersham area last Saturday 
night for a trail ride. Before the 
night ended, three riders were 
arrested and several property own-
ers were on the phone to police 
to complain about noise, threats 
and major damage to their prop-
erty. George Clouatre and Arthur 
Raiche of Old Dana Road came 
to the Barre Selectmen’s meeting 
Monday to complain about the 
slow response by the Barre Police 
Department and plead with the 
board to do something to help them 
protect their property. Clouatre said 
there were so many vehicles on 
his property that they were block-

Opinion

In Past Pages

File photo

Tom O’Donnell, right, was feted at a party held in 
his honor at Caruso’s Restaurant in South Barre last 
week. He received a Citation from the Massachusetts 
Legislature, presented by Chairman of the Barre Board 
of Selectmen James E. Sullivan, left, who filled in for 
State Representative Stephen Brewer, who was attend-
ing a state budget session. In addition to this honor, 
O’Donnell was gifted with a plaque from the Barre 
Police Department, which prominently featured his 
badge.

LOOK BACK
Retirement Party -1989

Leaves and acorns who 
loves them?

By Walter Nutter

I love the fall, I hate the fall.  
The beauty of a forest dressed in autumn’s col-

ors is magnificent, yet it fills me with the dread of 
raking. And I detest raking. The blisters, the ennui, 
the slow, ponderous procedure of making ever larger 
rows, oh and how they must be straight.  

Then there’s the leaf 
blower. The bane of the 
eastern suburbs, often 
despised and sometimes 
outlawed.  It’s scream-
ing, headache inducing 
drone is the stuff that 
might cause good neigh-
bors to drop you off 
their Christmas Card list 
or worse.  

Yet I throw caution to the wind, drag it off the 
rack in the garage and fire it up and of course a 
gentle breeze is blowing the wrong way, enough 
to turn those cursed leaves around and slap me in 
the face like a hive of furious yellow jackets. I per-
severe, like a madman determined to conquer the 
lawn-smothering nuisance, despite feeling guilty 
about the noise and the pollution.  

Neighbors decamp for parts unknown to escape 
the cacophony. Can’t blame them. I issue a silent 
plea for forgiveness.   

But wait, there’s more, the acorns – thousands 
and thousands of acorns. Step on one with bare feet, 
it’s like stepping on a lego block and if you have 
kids, you know what I mean. The internet says (so it 
must be true) every oak tree can grow and drop ten 
thousand (10,000) acorns in a “mast” year and up to 
three million in a lifetime – the tree’s lifetime that is, 
not mine, which is sure to be much shorter.  

Well that might be an undercount, considering 
our lawn is carpeted with those little balls of tor-
ment.  The lawn mower shoots them out like an out 
of control machine gun, breaking windows, denting 
cars and leaving painful contusions and bloody 
gashes on hapless innocents. One time I used the 
shop vac to clean ‘em up, but the tank became so 
heavy I couldn’t pick it up.  

Senior moments aren’t just restricted to brain fog. 
We tried that acorn pick-up contraption, a sphere 
of springy wires. At first I thought it was the bees- 
knees, but soon it was releasing more nuts than it 
was capturing and I set to using words I had once 
told my kids to never utter.  

Of course they did anyway, just to get my reac-
tion, knowing that I was such a softy regarding 
discipline and that I would commit the parental sin 
of laughing when they were ill behaved. They could 
play me like Humphrey Bogart’s tinny piano in the 
downstairs parlor.   

Speaking of tinny, there’s nothing tinny about 
an acorn traveling at thirty-two feet per second per 
second (what does that even mean, anyway?) fall-
ing forty feet from your local oak tree and landing 
squarely on your noggin. Get hit with one and your 
eyes will cross, knees buckle and your head will 
wobble like one of those dashboard dogs.   

Arrrgh, so we rake. Attempt to clean them up. 
But the wind blows. More fall  I bellow, “Find shel-
ter.”  

But it’s just me, little Wally, against the acorns.  
And the acorns are winning.   
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Election letters to the editor welcome
The Barre Gazette welcomes readers to participate in this year’s election campaigns by writing letters to the 

editor for publication on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local residents endorsing candidates on the 
ballot or discussing campaign issues should be sent to the Barre Gazette care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to edowner@turley.com. Please include a daytime telephone 
number for verifi cation purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must be received by noon Monday to be considered 
for that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No letters written by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters received is larger than the space available in the newspaper, or if the 
letters become repetitive, the newspaper reserves the right to print a representative sample. No endorsement letters 
will be printed in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor at 413-283-8393.
Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the newspaper plans to print stories about contested races for Congress, state 
Senate, state House, district attorney and Governor’s Council during the weeks leading up to the election, as well as 
a question-and-answer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political press releases will be 
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in the Barre Gazette.

See PAST PAGES, page 5

Worried has question 
about Taxation of
Social Security benefits
 Dear Rusty 

I am past my Social Security full retirement age, 
and I am still working. I am married and we file our 
income tax jointly. My husband is 64 and is not work-
ing now, but he may or may not, be able to work in the 
next year or so. At what point will my Social Security 
benefits be taxed, if I decide to take them now? 

Signed Worried About Taxes 
 
Dear Worried
Many Social Security recipients are surprised to 

find that their benefits may be considered taxable by 
the IRS, so I welcome the opportunity to clarify this 
topic for you.   

Whether or not your Social Security benefits are 
taxable depends on your overall combined taxable 
income for your IRS tax filing status. Taxation of 
Social Security benefits for a married couple (filing 
jointly) depends on your combined income as a cou-
ple, which is called your “Modified Adjusted Gross 
Income” by the IRS. Your MAGI consists of your nor-
mal Adjusted Gross Income on your IRS tax return, 
plus 50% of the SS benefits you received during the 
tax year, plus any non-taxable interest you may have 
had.  

 If your MAGI, filing jointly, exceeds $32,000, 
then 50% of the SS benefits you received during the 
tax year becomes taxable, but if your MAGI as a cou-
ple exceeds $44,000 then up to 85% of your received 
SS benefits becomes taxable (at your standard IRS tax 
rate). Note that these tax thresholds are less for those 
who file their taxes as a single – e.g., for someone 
whose IRS filing status is “single,” half of their Social 
Security benefits become part of their taxable income 
if their personal MAGI is over $25,000 and up to 
85% of their SS benefits are taxable if their individual 
MAGI is over $34,000.  

Another factor often misunderstood is that only 
a portion of SS benefits are added to your income 
amount taxed by the IRS. The amount added, some-
where between 50% and 85% of the SS bene-
fits received during the tax year depending on your 
MAGI, becomes taxable income at your normal IRS 
tax rate.   

So, in your case, if you claim your SS benefits now 
and your combined income your MAGI exceeds the 
above levels for a married couple, then a portion either 
50% or up to 85% of your SS benefits received during 
the tax year will be included in your income tax-
able by the IRS. Note, too, that it is possible to have 
income tax withheld from your Social Security bene-
fits by submitting IRS form W-4V to your local Social 
Security office. You can download this IRS form at 
www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw4v.pdf.   

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration or any other govern-
mental entity. This article is intended for information 
purposes and does not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opinions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National Social Security 
Association  To submit a question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-security-advisory or email 
us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is 
a Social Security advisor for AMAC.  

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters
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Happy Halloween, I don’t imagine we will get any 
trick or treaters as the youngsters of the neighborhood 
who used to come are all grown up.  

On Friday, I will take down the Halloween deco-
rations and put up the Thanksgiving things. I had a 
surprise visit from our son-in-law on Sunday and he 
started the generator, tractor and blew some of the 
many leaves that have fallen. I was very happy as it 
was dangerous to have leaves so close to the house in 
this exceptionally dry season.

I have been using my battery run leaf blower, but 
it runs out of battery power so easily and I have to 
recharge it. We do have two batteries for it as one goes 
to the weed wacker.

I have been working on some new watercolors.  I 
also received my fabric I ordered so made a Christmas 
present for one daughter.  

I made a pumpkin pie one day and an apple pie the 
next. My helper made pancakes this week while I did 
my grocery shopping.

Here is a recipe that I plan to make for Christmas 
that my dear friend Nancy from New Hampshire sent 
me. I have made another recipe for peanut brittle in 
the microwave and will see what the difference will 
be.

MICROWAVE PEANUT BRITTLE
1 cup Spanish peanuts, raw
1 cup sugar
1/2 cup light corn syrup
1 tablespoon butter
1 1/2 teaspoon baking soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon vanilla
Set oven to 200 F. Line a baking sheet with a sili-

cone liner or sheet of parchment paper. \ Put the pan in 
the oven to warm.  Note: warming the pan helps your 
brittle spread more easily later.

Place the peanuts in a single layer on the micro-
wave safe plate and microwave on high for 2 minutes 
to roast them. Set aside.  

Put the sugar and corn syrup in a large microwave 
safe bowl. A large 8 cup pyrex measuring cup works 
well. Stir to combine. Note: the mixture will be very 
thick, just stir a bit to get the mixture somewhat com-
bined.  

Microwave for three minutes on full power. Stir 
again and scrape down the bowl Microwave for anoth-
er three minutes.  

Add the butter and peanuts and stir. Put back in 
the microwave for two more minutes. Quickly mix 
in  the baking soda and vanilla. The mixture will foam 
up and lighten up in color. \ Immediately turn out 
the mixture onto the warmed baking sheet. Spread 
the candy out with a flat spreading knife as evenly 
and thinly as you like. Don’t worry about getting it 
symmetrical or neat. The warm pan should keep the 
brittle fluid enough to spread. Sit at room temperature 
until completely cooled. Break into pieces and store it 
loosely covered with foil or in cellophane bags for gift 
giving.

This and That
The weather has been like spring. The foliage is 

pretty, but things are very dry. It is hard to keep the 
leaves off the deck as they are falling like rain.  

My Thanksgiving cactus is just so full of blos-
soms. I brought it in with loads of buds and they are 
all in bloom now. The cutting was given to me by my 
friend, Carol, two years ago and sure is making a fab-
ulous show right now.  

I spoke with my neighbor and he assured me he can 
plow the driveway this year and the other neighbor 
offered to help in any way I needed. It is nice to have 
good neighbors.  

A bear got into our rubbish barrel down by the road 
and my helper picked up the bags for me. Not sure 
how it can be secured. I did have a full load in it and 
the cover was not completely closed.

When you live in the country one never knows 
what to expect. The animals need to eat also.

Have a good week. Make sure to vote.

Serenity Hill Sampler
by Jane McCauley

MYSTERIOUS
MASSACHUSETTS, 
continued from page 1

PAST PAGES,
continued from page 4

PALMER – An eclectic, vintage 
shop and artists gallery celebrates its 
one year anniverssry

The “Eclectic Shop and Artist‘s 
Studio“, known as the Victorian, will 
celebrate its one year anniversary on 
Friday, November 1, 2024 at 1500 
North Main Street, Palmer, MA. 
Please join us for an open house 
and enjoy refreshments as you tour 
throughout the building. 

“The Victorian” provides locals 
a convenient shop close to home, 
offering quality painter’s products, 
painted furniture, unique gifts, 
candles home decor, local Artisan’s 
wares and more. 

The shop features a wide variety 
of Fusion Mineral Paint products, 
including materials to re-purpose, 
refurbish and re-imagine furniture. 

“Fusion Mineral Paint is 
primarily a furniture paint,” said 
owner Julia Dias. However, she said 
the paint works well on a variety of 
materials, such as wood, metal, glass 
and fabrics.

In addition to the mineral paint, 
The Victorian offers milk paint, 
stains, antiquing glazes, a variety of 
decorating waxes and both natural 
and synthetic paint brushes.  

The shop caters to artists 
seeking to add a splash of color to 
their homes and get creative with 
refinishing their furniture. 

“It’s been quite an experience 
creating this shop and sharing it 
with the many people that have 
come though this door. Many people 
are just curious to know what this 
olde house looks like on the inside.  
They’re either from the area and have 
driven by many times or they were 
customers of the Moulton Insurance 
Agency, which used to be here for 
many years” said Dias. 

She holds a bachelor’s degree 
in fine arts with a focus on interior 
design from UMASS Amherst and 
has a great passion for historical 
homes.  “Ebenezer and Mary Brown 
built this house in 1868.  It’s obvious 
they had great taste in architecture 
and design, as there are many fine 
details throughout the home that 
lend to its stateliness.” Considering 
how many times the trains roll by 

out back and being 156 years old, this 
grand Queen Anne stands strong. 

Dias’ experience allows her to 
provide guests with expertise and 
a wealth of knowledge in design as 
well as the Fusion Mineral Paint 
product line. 

“I truly enjoy recreating old 
pieces,” said Dias “especially little 
tables you find on the side of the 
road.”

She added the Victorian age has 
always been her favorite period in 
time, prompting her to scout out the 
perfect location for her shop.

“It has always been a dream of 
mine to have a Victorian. This Queen 
Anne home was built in 1868 with all 
the traditional mouldings.

Shoppers will not only have 

access to a Fusion Mineral Paint 
carrier locally, but they will also have 
access to the full line of colors and 
seasonal releases.

The shop features an array of 
colors, furnishings and art; some 
Victorian style, others more abstract 
and various handmade products by 
local Artisans.

Vintage style “sassy talkin’ 
towels,” are on display, adding style 
and humor to the main shopping 
area. For those interested in 
purchasing, duplicates are for sale. 

Additionally, vintage-style match 
boxes are available for purchase, 
delicately wrapped in wax paper and 
sealed with a postage stamp. 

The Superior Dry Good 
Vintage Stick matches are a perfect 

complement to those interested in 
gifting a locally sourced, 100% soy, 
1803 candle. 

Dias said the shop is Victorian 
themed to add an element of 
creativity and charm to the guests’ 
experience. 

Fusion Mineral Paint Worksops 
will begin this month of October. 
You can follow her on Facebook 
and Instagram at theVictorian1868.  
Her website, theVictorian1868.com, 
is under development and will be 
ready soon. Workshops and other 
events will be posted there along 

with a shop calendar, news 
and information.

Services and products 
have expanded over the 
past year which included 
the introduction of “The 
Downtown Abbey Dining 
Room” for private small event 
rentals and the “Newport 
Room” for Fusion Mineral 
Paint Workshops, as well as 
small event rentals. More 
information will be available 
on the website or you can call 
Julia at 603-714-0513.  

Both rooms are Victorian-
themed spaces equipped with 
working Victrolas, velvet 
drapes, vintage lace covered 
tables for dining and tea, 
various antique art pieces and 
full wall collage of the cast of 

Downtown Abbey and more!  
Guests interested in adding a 

Victorian touch to their home also 
have the option of purchasing from a 
collection of vintage glassware come 
Spring 2025.

“I’ve always wanted to open my 
own shop and wouldn’t have done 
it with anyone else but my husband, 
John.  We make a great team” said 
Dias. “I thank him often for all he has 
done to make my dream come true.”

The shop is open Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and Saturdays 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Eclectic vintage shop, artist studio celebrates 1 year anniversary

Submitted Photos
The Victorian is located at 1500 Main St., in Palmer, in the former 
Moulton Insurance building. 

Shown is the shopping area in the building, with Items in display 
cases, which are for sale. 

The building is a Queen Anne 
Victorian, decorated to accentuate 
the charm and authenticity of the 
building’s architecture. 

PAID ADVERTISEMENTPAID ADVERTISEMENT

ing exits at his father’s home located nearby. Neither 
Clouatre or Raiche did not give permission. Raiche 
said a concrete barrier was knocked 50 feet down the 
road and the fields were wrecked by the four wheel 
vehicles.

The Barre Council on Aging is collecting signa-
tures for an initiative petition for a law sponsored by 
the Silver Haired Legislature. Margi Maki, director of 
the COA in Barre and a representative of the Silver 
Haired Legislature, said the proposed law would set 
up a Health Care Council to review and recommend 
legislation for a health care system that ensures com-
prehensive, high quality health care coverage for all 
Massachusetts residents. She is hoping to collect at 
least two pages of signatures before the deadline of 
Wednesday, Nov. 17.

Fire Chief Seth Knipe met with Hubbardston 
Selectmen Oct. 25 and gave a report of departmental 
activities, expressing his concern over the long-range 
well being of his department. He told selectmen that on 
average, volunteer firefighters in the department, are 
trained and burn out in about five years. He said that 
while overall morale is good, many firefighters coming 
on board do not realize that joining the department is 
like taking on another demanding part-time job that 
will absorb most of their free time.

38 years (Nov. 6, 1986)
Mr. and Mrs. Terrance Allberg came before the 

Barre Selectmen to voice their concerns about the 
curve on Route 122, Summer Street, between the town 
center and Quabbin Plaza. According to the Allbergs, 
the curve is extremely dangerous and the problem 
is compounded by motorists’ excessive speed, the 
absence of any speed signs coming out of town or 
signs regarding the curve and blind driveway. They 
added that the guard rails on the curve are damaged 
and “hardly visible” as well. The Selectmen all agreed 
that the curve is cause for concern. Selectmen Chair 
Earl Sample noted that the town is unable to erect 
signs on a State Highway. The request will be forward-
ed to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department 
of Public Works for their consideration.

Plans have been completed for the annual obser-
vance of Veterans Day, Tuesday, Nov. 11 in Barre by 
the committee of Stewart Reed, Adjutant; Michael 
Kowal Jr., Vice Commander and Commander Francis 
Castonguay of American Legion Post No. 2. Dominic 
Franciose will be the Parade Marshal and members of 
Post No. 2 and the George L. Thorng Post No. 404 will 
form in front of the Town Hall at 10:45 a.m. and march 
to North Park for the ceremonies, which will include a 
prayer by Post No. 2 Chaplain William Salminen and a 
Firing Squad salute to honor our war dad.

Incumbent Democrat state Rep. Henry B. Grenier in 
what may well be one of the closest races in the history 
of the 5th Worcester District, defeated his opponent, 
Raymond H. Small, by the slim margin of 78 votes 
to Grenier’s 6,035 Tuesday evening’s vote tallies. 

Grenier, beside “winning in Spencer with 2,049 votes 
to Small’s 1,255, carried Barre with 821 votes to 550. 
In Warren, Grenier captured 661 votes to 508. Small 
defeated Grenier in his hometown of North Brookfield 
1,035 votes to 543. Other towns who voted in favor of 
Small include Oakham, 220 tor 184; East Brookfield, 
327 to 271, Brookfield, 498 to 299; New Braintree, 
181 to 103 and West Brookfield, 635 to 435.

watch for special promotions

www.facebook.com/
TurleyPublications/

The article, which required a two-thirds major-
ity, passed by a vote of 71-7 to borrow the sum of 
$860,000 to pay for the costs of purchasing and equip-
ping a new fire pumper truck, including the payment 
of all costs incidental and related thereto.

No amounts shall be borrowed or expended pur-
suant to this vote unless the town shall have voted to 
exempt the repayment of any borrowing authorized 
by this vote from the property tax levy imitations of 
Proposition 2½. 

Article 2 asked voters to raise and appropriate, 
transfer from available funds, transfer from free cash, 
or otherwise provide the following sums for the fol-
lowing capital improvement projects or purchases and 

to supplement certain sums of money to the town’s 
fiscal year 2025 operational budget as approved by the 
vote taken under Article 11 of the June 8 Annual Town 
Meeting; or take any other action thereto. 

Town Administrator Justine Caggiano requested 
$20,000 to replace the townwide municipal phone sys-
tem due to obsolete equipment which is not 911-com-
pliant and is soon to be unserviceable. The Finance 
Committee requested $25,238 in order to fully fund 
the Reserve Account and the Fire Department request-
ed $6,500 to remove an oil tank from the Ruggles Hill 
Road school to prevent oil leaks and environmental 
liability.  

Residents voted unanimously to transfer from free 
cash the sum of $51,738 for the purposes listed above. 

HARDWiCK,
continued from page 1

Massachusetts is no different 
than the most common areas with 
many Bigfoot sightings, much 
like the northwestern U.S. and 
Canada. 

One of the first areas that 
experienced Bigfoot sightings in 
Massachusetts was Hockomock 
Swamp in Bridgewater. There 
have been sightings of Bigfoot 
and reports dating back to the 
colonial period. 

Another known area of a big-
foot sighting is in the wilderness 
of the Westfield and Russell area. 
This Bigfoot is famously known 
as the Cobble Mountain Critter. 

Interestingly, Hodge-Wetherbe 
mentioned that her younger sister 
had an experience of seeing a big-
foot in Massachusetts. 

T h e  o t h e r  B i g f o o t  i n 
Massachusetts is the Berkshire’s 

Bigfoot, located in the Pittsfield 
area. A hiker by the name of 
Frederick Parks back in 1989 was 
hiking October Mountain and he 
had spotted a large animal moving 
on two legs. 

One of Hodge-Wetherbe’s 
favorite mysteries to talk about 
is the infamous Dover Demon, 
which was first seen in Dover in 
1977. In her presentation, Hodge-
Wetherbe had three separate sto-
ries related to the sightings of the 
Dover Demon. 

One of them was told by 
William Bartlett, the first wit-
ness. Bartlett was driving with his 
friends and had spotted the crea-
ture near one of many stonewalls 
that are in Dover. 

“He had a good look at it,” 
Hodge-Wetherbe stated. 

The second witness was John 
Baxter, who originally thought 
the creature was a young boy in 
his town that he knew. Baxter got 
a better look at the creature by 

chasing after it through a farm 
field. 

The third witness was Abby 
Brabham, who alongside her boy-
friend spotted the Dover Demon 
climbing over a stonewall and 
said it ran on all fours. An inter-
esting story that has people still 
talking to this day. 

In her presentation, Wetherbe 
had photos of the street in Dover 
(Farm Street) where the Dover 
Demon was first spotted. This was 
a rural town that can be difficult 
to see things when it is dark. 

The next subject were UFO 
sightings in Massachusetts. 
Hodge-Wetherbe discussed the 
Betty Andreasson case, which 
took place in Ashburnham in 
1967. 

There  were  samples  o f 
drawings of what was seen by 
Andreasson. 

The other UFO case known in 
Massachusetts is the Reed Family 
Abductions. In this case two 
young boys, Thomas and Mathew 
Reed, were abducted on several 
occasions over the course of three 
years. 

There was also a sighting at 
Jospeh’s Restaurant in Rehoboth, 
and it took place during the day 
time. 

Then there was a discus-
sion of paranormal activity in 
Massachusetts. The Danvers State 
Hospital was shutdown back in 
the 1990s and parts of the bat-
shaped buildings began to deterio-
rate in the 2000s. Since the 1960s, 
there have been reports of para-
normal activity at this facility. 

After the presentation, Hodge-
Wetherbe was excited to hear sto-
ries from the audience to wrap 
up her day the Woods Memorial 
Library. For more events at the 
library, visit www.barrelibrary.
org.

Sarah Hodge-Wetherbe shared photos of the street where 
the Dover Demon was first seen back in the 1970s. 

Sarah Hodge-Wetherbe discussed mysteries such as Bigfoot sightings, UFOs and the infa-
mous Dover Demon.
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THURSDAY, OCT. 31
BARRE WOMAN’S CLUB SCARECROW 

CONTEST will be held on the Barre Center Common. 
The scarecrows should arrive today through Thursday, 
Oct. 31. This event is open to all ages. Judging will 
be based on children between the ages of 1-15 and 
adults ages 16-100+. There are three categories to enter: 
Scariest, Most creative and Funniest. Ribbons will be 
awarded for the first and second place winner in each 
category and age group. There will be a card attached to 
each stake for people to fill in whether they are entering 
as a child or adult and which category they are entering 
in and leave it attached to their scarecrow. Judging will 
take place on Thursday, Oct. 31. The Woman’s Club 
asks that people kindly remove their scarecrow the first 
week of November. If people have any questions, they 
may call Robin Cummings at 978-355-2279.

TRUNK OR TREAT will take place today on the 
Common, Barre. Cars will line Common Street with 
their trunks full of treats for children and tables will be 
set up on the common. The Barre Historical Society, 
located on Common Street, will also participate will 
also thanks to a recent donation made in memory of Sue 
Fullam and Elisabeth Gariepy so stop by the historical 
society for a treat.

SATURDAY, NOV. 2
DESIGNER PANCAKE BREAKFAST sponsored 

by Cradle Rock Order of Eastern Star will be held 
today from 7-10:30 a.m. at the Masonic Lodge Hall, 71 
Pleasant St., Barre. Cost is $9 for adults and $5 for chil-
dren 8 and under. The breakfast is open to all and people 
may design their own pancakes then add sausage gravy 
with biscuits, bacon, sausage, waffles, juice and coffee. 
Pure maple syrup is always served.

40TH CENTRAL MASS. POSTCARD SHOW and 
co-sponsored by St. Joseph’s Catholic Church will be 
held today from 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at the church, 29 
South St, on Barre Common, Barre. Admission of $3 
benefits the church, who will also sell food from 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. Ten dealers from four states will offer old 
picture postcards for sale including local town views 
and many topics.  Anyone with questions may email 
show manager J.R. Greene at jrg01331@webtv.net.  

CHRISTMAS FAIR sponsored by St. Joseph’s 
Parish, 296 North Main St., North Brookfield will be 
held today from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. in the Parish Hall. There 
will be a bake sale, handmade crafts, jewelry, raffles 
galore and more. Lunch will be served from 11 a.m.-1 
p.m. and the menu consists of homemade soups, sand-
wiches and apple pie.

TURKEY SUPPER will be held at the First 
Congregational Church of Rutland, 264 Main St., 
Rutland today at 5:30 p.m. The menu consists of turkey, 
stuffing, mashed potatoes, squash, rolls, and apple crisp 
for dessert. Cost is $15 adults, $7 children age 5-12 and 
free for children under 5. Reservations are required by 
calling the church at 508-886-4453. Take out dinners 
will be available after 5:45 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 6
REGIONAL FLU CLINIC with the towns of 

Oakham, Hardwick and New Braintree will be held 
today from 10 a.m.-2  p.m. at the New Braintree Town 
Hall, 20 Memorial Drive, New Braintree. People 
should bring their insurance and ID cards. They should 
visit this link to sign up https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/1DIcD950y2Pc30b15zUMZujsLgFE7eOCp-

MVvNsh264DE/edit.

SUNDAY, NOV. 10
R U T L A N D  H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y 

PRESENTATION on the “History of Mishoon” will 
take place today from 1-3 p.m. at the Rutland Public 
Library, 280 Main St., Rutland. Cheryl Stedtler, 
Hassanamisco Nipmuc Band tribal member and director 
of Project Mishoon, will present the program on the fas-
cinating journey behind the discovery of ancient dug-
out canoes known as mishoonash submerged in Lake 
Quinsigamond. The program is free and open all. Light 
refreshments will follow her presentation.

MONDAY, NOV. 11
VETERAN’S DAY CEREMONY will take place at 

11.m. in Veterans Park, On the Common, Barre. Local 
residents are invited to attend.

FRIDAY, NOV. 15
GRANDPARENTS AND KINSHIP CARE 

SUPPORT GROUP meets today from 9:30-11 a.m. at 
the Worcester Family Resource Center, 20 Cedar St., 
Worcester. The group meets in person for breakfast the 
third Friday of the month. For questions or to register, 
people may call Debbie at 508-796-6118 and leave their 
name and contact information.

HOLIDAY FAIR. First Church Ludlow, 859 Center 
St, Ludlow will take place today and Saturday, Nov. 
16. There will be a real craft show, giant raffle with 
corn hole set, giant tv; quilts, hand crafted decorations, 
baked goods, snack bar, bookstore, fabric shop beauti-
ful cemetery logs. A fun day for all.

SATURDAY, NOV. 16
ANNUAL CRAFT FAIR sponsored by the Friends 

of Rutland Council on Aging will take place today 
from 8 a.m.-2 pm. at the Rutland Senior Center, 53 
Glenwood Road, Rutland. Over thirty crafters will 
be on hand selling a variety of items. The Glenwood 
Café which will be open selling coffee, tea and donuts 
in the morning and hot dogs for lunch. People may 
pick up something yummy from the bake sale table to 
take home or take a chance to win a gift card to a local 
business or a hand crafted item at the Raffle Table. 
Admission to the Craft Fair is free and each person 
will receive one free ticket for the special door prize 
drawing. The Friends of  Rutland Council on Aging is 
a non-profit organization whose mission is to support 
the activities and programs of the Rutland Council on 
Aging.

Calendar of Events
Where is this?

Turley Publications Photo by Ellenor Downer

This week’s mystery photo is from North Brookfield. If any readers know where this 
photo was taken, they may email edowner@turley.com or call the Barre Gazette at 413-
967-3505, extension 100 with their answer by noon on Monday, Nov. 4. The names of 
those that correctly guessed the location will appear in the following edition. Robert 
Augustine, Bill Bowles, Peggy Civilik, Stephen Craven, James Laramee, Evelyn Luukko, 
Cheryl Paul and Philip Warbasse correctly identified the photo. The photo last week 
was the playground at Curtis Recreation Field, Route 68 in Hubbardston.

school improvement plan to the School 
Committee, listing his objectives. He said 
the objectives include improving the aca-
demic performance of all students, con-
tinuing to develop and integrate an instruc-

tional leadership team, improving social 
emotional and mental health supports for 
all students and improving the school’s cli-
mate and culture. 

Student Services update
Student Services Director Amy Emory 

said she and her assistant have been work-
ing with special education staff and related 

services providers to assess the updates to 
department’s procedures and practices. 

“It’s really critically important in terms 
of really bringing the department together 
to improve operational efficiencies and 
communication,” she said. “I think it’s 
been well received.”

She  sa id  the  Ind iv idua ls  wi th 

Disabilities Education Act grant for fiscal 
year 2025 was completed and submitted.

Emory Said the department is preparing 
for its training for the new IEP system. She 
said the first phase was completed on the 
administrative level already. 

Emory said the Indicator 14 post-school 
transition outcomes survey had 100% com-

pletion rate from students with dis-
abilities who graduated from school 
year 2022-2023.

“That really gives us good infor-
mation as a district in terms of our 
students transition outcome,” she 
said. 

Recognitions
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  T i m o t h y 

McCormick recognized Just in 
Hackenson, the IT Director and 
Cindy Schofield, Business/Human 
Resource Manager.

He said Hackenson started as 
the school district’s IT technician 
and transitioned to IT Director. 
Hackenson is relocating to Boston 
and will be unable to continue in his 
positions.

“He’s done a lot of great work for 
us,” McCormick said. 

Schofield has accepted a posi-
tion in another school district, 
McCormick said. 

“She’s done a great job. We’re 
very happy for her,” he said. 

McCormick said both Hackenson 
and Schofield will be missed by the 
school district and community.

Superintendent’s report
McCormick welcomed the school 

district’s new Facilities Director, Eric 
Hevy.

He said Hevy has a “long history” 
in the field, and he is also a member 
on the town’s Fire Department. 

“We’re very excited to have Eric 
on board,” McCormick said.

McCormick said Renee Buzzell’s 
kindergarten class had its first official 
CAT Lab session this past week, fea-
turing two musicians.

“This was the very first session 
that we had,” he said. “We loved it.”

McCormick said as the CAT Lab 
progresses to other grade levels, he 
will be able to show data about what 
is working.

“We’re very excited to have this 
program started,” he said.

Communications
School Committee Chair John 

Magario said he received a formal 
notice from the president of the North 
Brookfield Teachers Association, 
dated Sept. 30 and received on Oct. 1. 

The letter stated that the current contract 
expires on Aug. 31, 2025, and that the union 
wants to “negotiate a fair and equitable set-
tlement in a timely fashion.”

Secretary Tonya Matthews forwarded 
an email from Finance Committee member 
Bill King to the other School Committee 
members and McCormick. She said the 
email contained a link to a website with a 
free digital financial workbook designed for 
high school students.

The free program provides financial lit-
eracy information to students, including 
good versus bad credit, budgeting and more. 

“I think those are all great things for kids 
to learn,” Magario said. 

Student Council update
Student Council Representative Dante 

Giangrande said class elections were held 
for sixth, seventh, and ninth grade students, 
giving students opportunities to hold class 
officer positions.

The annual homecoming dance was held 
at the end of September.

Halloween room decorating took place 
and voting was held on Oct. 25, with results 
announced on Oct. 28. Students could also 
earn bonus points and spirit points by carv-
ing or decorating pumpkins. 

A Halloween dance was held on Oct. 25 
for students in grades six through 12.

The annual Giving Turkey event will be 
happening throughout November to help 
collect donations for Toys for Tots. 

“Students are encouraged to take a feath-
er from the turkey and buy whatever item is 
written on that feather,” he said.

The grade with the most items donated 
will received spirit week points.

Giangrande said the fall conference will 
be held in November at Blackstone Valley 
Tech.

He encouraged all community members 
to follow the Student Council on Instagram 
and Facebook, or attend its meetings held 
every other Monday from 5:30-7:30 p.m. in 
the high school kiva. 

“Please feel free to join us if you have 
anything you would like to discuss or would 
just like to see how things are run,” he said. 

Policy Subcommittee update
Magario said the Policy Subcommittee 

discussed changes in language to Title IX 
in the school district’s policy manual.

“Those are federal-level mandates for 
changes in language, verbiage and regula-
tion as far as Title IX protections,” he said.

M c C o r m i c k  s a i d  t h e  P o l i c y 
Subcommittee had a good discussion about 
the changes. He said there are also lan-
guage changes to the building use policy 
as well as some from 2019 and 2021 that 
need to be adopted. 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE,
continued from page 1

BUSINESS
Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 

folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as 
the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns.

We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the 
news realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, 
through their ad representatives.

For more information on business coverage for the Barre Gazette, please email edowner@turley.com.
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Panthers advance to Central Mass. title game
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

BARRE—Rich Zalneraitis has 
been keeping track of his wife, 
Shelly’s, wins, losses, and ties 
since she took over as the varsi-
ty field hockey coach at Quabbin 
Regional High School in the fall 
1994.   

The top-seeded Lady Panthers 
advanced into the Class B finals 
of the Central Mass. Athletic 
Directors Association  tournament 
for the second consecutive year 
with a 3-0 home shutout victory 
over the fourth-seeded Saint Paul 
Knight, last Wednesday after-
noon (Oct.23). It was also the 
400th career victory for Shelly 
Zalneraitis.

“I’ve been able to watch just 
about every game Shelly has 
coached here. I also watched her 
when she played field hockey here 
at Quabbin,” said Rich Zalneraitis, 
who has won about 100 games as 
the boys’ varsity basketball coach 
at Narragansett Regional. “I always 
try to give her some advice, but she 
doesn’t usually take it. She’s the 
best coach that I know and winning 
400 career games is just an amaz-
ing accomplishment.”        

Shelly Zalneraitis, who began 
her coaching career as the Quabbin 
junior varsity field hockey coach 
in the fall of 1988, is wrapping up 

her 31st season as the varsity coach. 
She has a 400-137-82 overall varsi-
ty record. 

The Lady Panthers have quali-
fied for the postseason tournament 
every year and they’ve also cap-
tured numerous league titles.    

In Shelly’s second season as 
the varsity field hockey coach, the 
Lady Panthers finished with a 19-2 

overall record. The 2015 squad 
also won 19 games, which is the 
most wins she’s had in a season.      

A year ago, the Lady Panthers 
defeated Clinton High School, 2-1, 
in the C.M.A.D.A. Class B finals.

“The thing that she does better 
than any other high school coach 
I’ve ever seen is she looks at what 
she has for talent and ability and 

adjusts to what that is for each 
year,” Rich Zalneraitis said. “She 
and her assistant coaches figure it 
out and they’re always a much bet-
ter team when the season ends.”

October 23 has become a very 
memorable day for the Zalneraitis 
family during the past decade. 

BARRE – Last Friday night, 
Quabbin Regional High School 
football scored a huge win over 
Narragansett High School 24-14. 
With the win, Quabbin improved to 
5-2 on the season. 

Heading into the final week 
of the regular season, Quabbin 
was ranked No. 25 in Division 6, 
though their fifth win had not been 
figured into the power rankings.

 If the Panthers were to win this 

week, they would potentially have 
a shot at breaking the top 16 and 
qualifying for the tournament. The 
Panthers will face Littleton, a 3-4 
squad, on Halloween, Thursday, 
Oct. 31 at 6 p.m. on the road.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Haley Ayer chases down a loose ball.

Makenzie Casey attempts to clear the ball away.

Kailynn Schuster looks to make a play.

 Indians beat Worcester Tech,
await tournament seeding

N O R T H 
B R O O K F I E L D  – 
On Oct .  15,  North 
Brookfield field hock-
ey defeated Worcester 
Tech 4-0. The Indians 
would  fo l low wi th 
wins over Burncoat 
and Montachusett. The 
Indians are 9-4-2 and 
await  their  seeding 
in the Division 4 state 
tournament. As of press 
time, North Brookfield 
was ranked No. 29.

Sarah Monsin tries to chase down a loose ball.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Noah Gillette chases after a loose ball.

Dayton Ford squares up a shot on goal.

Sophie Dufresne tries to pass ahead of pressure.

Quabbin football improves to 5-2

Hannah Mellor makes a stop on defense.

Pioneers
shut out 

Sizer
PALMER – Last  Monday 

afternoon, Pathfinder girls soccer 
picked up a 10-0 shutout of Sizer 
School, a Central Mass. school. 
The Pioneers scored early and 
often and were in control of the 
game throughout. The Pioneers 
improved to 2-10-1 and were 
scheduled to have non-playoff 
games earlier this week. Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Autumn Doktor traps the ball for the Pioneers.

Samantha Lowe goes after the loose ball. Taylor Allen turns play around.

Danielle Croteau nearly collides with an oppo-
nent.
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“My daughter, Carleigh, was 
looking at some pictures of when 
Shelly won her 300th and 350th 
career games. She won her 300th 
game on October 23, 2015, and 
her 350th on the same date four 
years later,” Rich Zalneraitis 
said. “We thought that she 
would win her 400th career 
game last Friday night (Oct.18), 
but they wound up losing to 
Westborough, 1-0, on senior 
night. “ 

Carleigh played field hockey 
for her mother’s team ten years 
ago. Rich and Shelly also have 
two sons, Kellin and Emmitt. 

“My family has been a huge 
part of my coaching career,” 
Shelly Zalneraitis said. “They’ve 
made a lot of sacrifices over the 
years to allow me to coach. I 
also have some incredible assis-
tant coaches.” 

Shelly Zalneraitis isn’t the 
only Quabbin varsity coach 
who has won 400 career games. 
Dennis Dextradeur, who’s the 

longtime Quabbin boys’ varsi-
ty basketball coach will enter 
the 2024-25 regular season with 
466 career victories. He won 84 
games as the girls varsity coach 
before switching over to the boys 
team.  

While Shelly Zalneraitis 
doesn’t take very much coach-
ing advice from her husband, she 
does take a lot of advice during 
each game from Pam Dickson, 
who has been the Lady Panthers 
jv/ assistant varsity coach for 
many years.

“Coach Dickson and I have 
worked very hard to make this 
a very successful team over the 
years,” said Zalneraitis, who’s 
a six grade math teacher. “It 
took a total team effort to win 
400 games. It wasn’t very easy 
because you’re coaching a differ-
ent group of players every year.”  

Several of the players listed 
on this year’s varsity roster are 
following in their mother’s foot-
steps. 

One of them is freshman 
Ellie Poulin, whose mother, Jill, 
is a former Quabbin field hock-

ey player and current assistant 
coach. 

“I played field hockey for 
Shelly when I was in high school 
and it’s nice to see her win her 
400th game when my daughter 
is on the team,” said Jill Poulin, 
who graduated from Quabbin in 
2001. “Shelly hasn’t changed her 
coaching style very much.”  

Senior co-captain Sydney 
Slattery gave her thoughts about 
the memorable afternoon.

“I’ve been a member of the 
varsity field hockey team since 
my sophomore year, so it was 
great to see coach Zalneraitis 
win her 400th game today,” said 
Slattery, who plays defense. 
“She always coaches us very 
hard, but she loves us. She 
always wants us to do our best. 
We’re very happy that we were 
able to celebrate with her today.”   

The Lady Panthers’ other 
three seniors are Jocelyn Chaves, 
Kylie George, and Haley Ayer, 
who’s also a co-captain.

Sophomore goalie Aubrey 
Thorpe, who’s a first year var-
sity starter, only had to make 

seven saves in posting her sixth 
shutout of the season against the 
Knights.

“Aubrey is an amazing goal-
ie,” Slattery said. “She com-
municates very well with the 
defense She has been doing an 
outstanding job.”

Quabbin’s first goal of the 
semifinal game came with 3:04 
remaining in the first quarter. 

Sophomore Abigail Rogowski 
fired a wicked shot from just 
inside the circle that deflected 
off the Knights goalie and the 
left post before going into the 
cage.

A little more than six min-
utes into the second quarter, sev-
enth grader Maria Hamm pushed 
a shot into the Cage giving 
Quabbin a 2-0 lead.

The Lady Panthers third goal 
of the game was scored by soph-
omore Makenzie Casey on a 
rebound shot with 4:55 left in 
the third quarter. 

Quabbin (8-6-2) was sched-
uled to face third-seeded Nipmuc 
Regional in the Class B champi-
onship game, last Saturday. 

Abby Rogowski tries to pass the ball by an opponent. Ellie Poulin and Haley Ayer pursue a loose ball.

PANTHERS,
continued from page  7

Education
QRSD offers internship opportunities 

From the desk of Colleen 
Mucha, Superintendent 
of Quabbin Regional 
School District

This fall, 39 of the Quabbin 
Regional High School Class of 
2024 seniors are completing 
internships. 

The guidance department 
strives to find opportunities that 
align with student’s future goals 
whether it be to join the work-
force, military or to attend college. 
Internships for high school stu-
dents offer many positive benefits 
such as the opportunity to apply 
their knowledge and skills in a 
real world setting.  Additionally, 
internships can help students build 
important skills like time manage-
ment, self advocacy and effective 
communication. 

Recently, I was at the Hardwick 
Elementary School when I hap-
pened across two of our seniors, 
Sydney Slattery and Haley Ayer, 
who are completing an intern-
ship with the school nurse. Both 
students have an interest in the 
medical field. In this case, it has 
allowed them to “try on” nursing.  

One of the tasks that they have 
been responsible for includes 
implementing health lessons with 
our learners. In order to prepare 
for this, they had to research and 
learn about their topics. These 
included dental hygiene and hand 
washing.  

The interns created lesson plans 
and delivered them in multiple 
classrooms. Sydney Slattery found 
when teaching a lesson to the stu-

dents that she had to make the 
projects interesting and creative. 
She also stated the connection 
between her internship to nursing 
in general. “This will help me as 
a nurse. It helps me understand 
effective teaching and helping oth-
ers, that is what nurses do. I’ve 
learned to express myself in ways 
that others will understand.” 

Haley Ayer expressed that 
she is hopeful having had this 
internship that colleges will look 
favorably on the internship expe-

rience when considering her col-
lege application. Haley has found 
working with the students to be 
very rewarding and fun. She pre-
sented lessons on hand washing.  

Students would wash their 
hands and then place them under 
lighting that shows where they 
may still have germs on their 
hands. Students then are taught 
proper hand washing and have 
the opportunity to put their hands 
under the light again. Students 
could immediately see the differ-
ence that proper hand washing 
made as their hands did not “light 
up” with germs. Their excitement 
and enthusiasm were contagious 
as they were very proud of them-
selves. 

The nursing internships have 
included learning about the impor-
tance of patient confidentiality and 
promoting healthy lifestyles and 
activities. Sydney and Haley have 
assisted with health screenings 
and even made “healthy” bulletin 
boards.  

One thing our interns have 
realized about the medical field 
is that there is a lot of paperwork. 
But rather than deter our seniors 
from pursuing a career in the med-
ical field, it has inspired them 
and made their commitment even 
stronger. As Sydney and Haley 
pursue their dreams of entering 
the medical field, their real world 
experience will benefit them. It is 
equally certain that the medical 
field will gain valuable assets with 
Sydney and Haley.

Candlepin League News

Submitted photos

Sydney Slattery did an internship with the school nurse and 
taught Hardwick Elementary School students a lesson on den-
tal hygiene.

Haley Ayer also did an internship with the school nurse and 
taught Hardwick Elementary School students a lesson on 
hand washing.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

Bogey Doubles 
League

EAST BROOKFIELD – The 
Monday Doubles League at 
Bogey Lanes reached their eighth 
session of the season. 

As of Oct. 21, the team of Tom 
Clauson & Gary Santora are in 
first place with a total of 40 wins 
so far this season. Pellet & Nester 
are currently tied for second 
place with the team of Mondor & 
Brayton with 34 wins. 

Murphy & Kenneson are in 
fourth place with 33 wins. There 
are three teams tied for fifth 
place with 32 wins, Sandman & 
Marvin, Gauthier & Clough, and 
Talamini & Gravel. 

The team of Renaud & Ward 
have 31 wins,  Halbedel & 
Fontaine have 30 and Rando & 
MacDougall have 26. 

Murphy & Kenneson bowled 
against the team of Gauthier & 
Clough. In game one, Murphy 
& Kenneson won by a score of 
243-222. In game two, Trever 
Kenneson bowled a 134 on his 
team’s way to another victory, 
277-263. 

In game three, Gauthier & 

Clough won the last game 247-
233. Total pinfall was in favor of 
Murphy & Kenneson, 753-732. 

Pellett  & Nester bowled 
against Clauson & Santora. 
In game one, Pellett & Nester 
defeated Clauson & Santora 
266-235. In game two, Pellett & 
Nester won again 260-241. In 
game three, Clauson & Santora 
won 269-246. Tom Clauson fin-
ished with a 125 in game three. 

Total pinfall was in favor of 
Clauson 7 Santora 772-745. 

Talamini & Gravel bowled 
against Rando & MacDougall. 
In game one, Talamini & Gravel 
won 248-240. In game two, 
Talamini & Gravel won 279-267. 
Jack Talamini bowled a 115 in 
game two.

In game three,  Talamini 
& Gravel won to get a three-
game sweep over Rando & 
MacDougall, 280-255. The total 
pinfall was won by Talamini & 
Gravel, 807-762. 

The team Halbedel & Fontaine 
bowled against Renaud & Ward. 
In game one, Renaud & Ward 
were victorious with a score of 
285 to Halbedel & Fontaine’s 
254. Tina Ward started the match 
with a 133. Aaron Fontaine also 
began with a 133 in game one. 

In game two, Halbedel & 
Fontaine won by a score of 293-

276. Fontaine followed up with a 
150 and Ward had a 129. 

In game three, Halbedel & 
Fontaine won the last game 289-
288. Fontaine finished strong 
with a 145 and had a series of 
428, which is now leading in the 
high series category. Ward had 
a strong showing in game three 
with a 122 and a series of 384. 
Her teammate, Steve Renaud, Sr. 
finished with a 122 as well. 

The total pinfall was in favor 
of Renaud & Ward, 849-836. 

The team of Sandman & 
Marvin bowled against Mondor 
& Brayton.  In  game one, 
Sandman & Marvin were vic-
torious, 261-229. In game two, 
Sandman & Marvin won 292-
284. Luke Marvin bowled a 134 
in game two and Travis Sandman 
bowled a 109. 

In game three, Mondor & 
Brayton won the final game, 249-
240. Marvin’s series was 345 and 
his team won total pinfall, 793-
762. 

As of Oct. 28 the top three 
high singles in the Bogey 
Doubles league are Luke Marvin 
with a 183, Trever Kenneson with 
a 163 and Aaron Fontaine with a 
154. Top three high series scores 
are Aaron Fontaine with a 428, 
Marvin with a 425 and Kenneson 
with a 414. 

T-Birds scored bounce-back win over Hartford
HARTFORD – The Springfield 

Thunderbirds (3-5-0-0) bounced 
back from a pair of defeats to fin-
ish the three-game weekend with 
a 5-2 win over the Hartford Wolf 
Pack (3-2-0-1) on Sunday at the 
XL Center.

The T-Birds faced challeng-
es before the game even began, 
as seven lineup regulars were 
unavailable due to injury. Despite 
their shorthanded lineup, Steve 
Konowalchuk’s T-Birds came out 
with a purpose, generating a pair 
of power plays in the opening half 
of the opening period, and forcing 
Louis Domingue to make many 
great saves in tight. Domingue’s 
best work was when he reached 
back the paddle of his stick and 
pulled a loose puck dangerously 
close to the goal line. 

The Wolf Pack, though, still 
managed to get on the board first, 
as top-line centerman Bo Groulx 
pounced on a loose puck in center, 
roared in on the right wing, and 
snapped a perfect wrist shot off the 
inside of the post behind Colten 
Ellis to make it a 1-0 game at 8:16.

That precise shot would be the 
only blemish on Ellis’s record in 
an opening period that saw the 

young T-Birds backstop deny 11 
Hartford chances, including sev-
eral on a pair of Wolf Pack power 
plays. 

At the other end, the T-Birds’ 
third line evened the slate less 
than three minutes after Groulx’s 
opening marker as Drew Callin 
swooped in front from behind 
Domingue’s net and surprised the 
veteran with a wraparound through 
the legs to make it a 1-1 tie at 
11:12. 

The gutsy effort continued in 
the middle stanza, and Dalibor 
Dvorsky was rewarded at 8:52 
with his third goal of the cam-
paign. After skating the puck out 
of danger and entering the offen-
sive zone, the 19-year-old pulled 
up on the left-wing boards and cre-
ated a shooting lane. The rookie’s 
flip shot into traffic found a home 
through Domingue’s legs and gave 
Springfield its first lead of the day, 
2-1, at 8:52.

Not even three minutes later, 
Tanner Dickinson entered the 
scoring realm as he took a 
beautiful setup from Michael 
Buchinger and lifted a forehander 
over Domingue’s stick at 11:08. 
Dickinson’s first AHL goal of the 

season also marked Buchinger’s 
first career point as a pro, and it 
gave Springfield a 3-1 lead into 
the third.

Just nine seconds into the final 
period, Springfield added to the 
lead as Hugh McGing spotted a 
wide-open Marcus Sylvegard at 
the net front for a tap-in. It tied 
for the fastest goal in any period 
in team history and propelled the 
T-Birds to a 4-1 advantage. 

Ex-Har t fo rd  de fenseman 
Hunter Skinner exacted some pay-
back against his old team at 3:28, 
taking a drop from Dylan Peterson 
and rifling a wrister under the 
crossbar to build the lead up to 
5-1.

Hartford mustered only one 
goal in response when Dylan 
Roobroeck stuffed a rebound 
through Ellis at 10:32. The 
Springfield goaltender put up his 
fourth consecutive start with just 
two goals allowed, stopping 27 
shots for the game.

The T-Birds look to build upon 
the win on Friday night when they 
welcome the Bridgeport Islanders 
to the MassMutual Center for the 
first time this season. Puck drop is 
set for 7:05 p.m.
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Church News
Local pastors offer sermons

to review in his office. 
“It’s going to be really beauti-

ful and I’m very excited about it,” 
Canada said.

Change orders 
Szlosek said there are three 

change orders for the former 
Huck’s building on Donovan 
Road. He said the first change 
order is for additional patch-
ing of the exterior metal panels 
in the amount of $2,519.69; the 
second for the replacement of the 
roof, $56,212.22; and the third 
for Department of Public Works 
plumbing fixtures, mechanical and 
compressed air system, $27,355.71.

He said the third change order 
isn’t really an added cost, but more 
of a reallocation. He said the work 
was originally supposed to be com-

pleted by vocational technical stu-
dent, but scheduling issues have 
prevented that from happening.

Pole hearing
National Grid representative 

Colton Marshall requested approv-
al from the board to install a solo 
utility pole on Donovan Road in 
order to place an advanced meter-
ing infrastructure wireless pole 
antenna on it. The board approved 
the request. 

Marshall said this pole can also 
be built off of in the future to sup-
ply power, but its purpose now is 
just to support the wireless anten-
na, which can detect power outag-
es.

“It helps with reduced outage 
time and lets us know where outag-
es are,” he said. 

Upcoming events
The Parks and Recreation 

Committee will be holding a 
Gobble Wobble 5K from the school 

campus on Thanksgiving morning. 
Avery said the committee is also 
planning First Night activities for 
New Year’s.

General Bylaw Committee 
members

Canada said the town is seek-
ing three people to serve on the 
General Bylaw Committee. She 
said the board has already received 
a few letters of interest.

Committee members will be 
appointed on Nov. 5. Any residents 
interested in serving on the com-
mittee can email selectmen@north-
brookfield.net.

Trail cleanup
Avery said the Parks and 

Recreation Committee, along with 
volunteers, have been working to 
maintain trails at Town Forest Park 
and the disc golf course. 

“Bring people down and have a 
nice hike while the weather’s nice 
and enjoy the trails,” he said. 

Ricky Mansfield
Director

Richard Mansfield
Director

1158 Main Street
Holden

508.829.4434

100 Worcester Road
Sterling

978.422.0100

800-983-4434
w w w. m i l e s f u n e r a l h o m e . c o m

Nationally recognized as a 
Selected Independent Funeral Home

with the highest ethical and 
professional standards.BBB Award Recipient

               Funeral Homes
Honoring Lives ~ Celebrating Memories

Family Owned and Operated

Convinced Part 4
Do you possess convictions? In 

other words, what bedrock beliefs 
both inform and impact the manner 
in which you live? 

In this series we will explore 
an array of scriptural truths that 
should shape your life and living. 
Let us continue accordingly:

1) God and Prayer
To what degree are you con-

vinced that the Lord hears and 
answers prayer? Scripture posits 
that “the eyes of the Lord are on 
the righteous, and his ears are open 
to their prayer” (1 Pet. 3:12, NIV), 
yet do you believe this to be true? 
The following story humorously 
touches upon this aspect of the care 
of God: 

While crossing the Atlantic on 
an ocean liner, F.B. Meyer was 
asked to address the first class pas-
sengers. At the captain’s request he 
spoke on “Answered Prayer.” An 
agnostic who was present at the 
service was asked by his friends, 
“What did you think of Dr. Meyer’s 
sermon?” He answered, “I didn’t 
believe a word of it.” 

That afternoon Meyer went to 
speak to the steerage passengers. 
Many of the listeners at his morn-
ing address went along, including 
the agnostic, who claimed he just 
wanted to hear “what the babbler 
had to say.” Before starting for the 
service, the agnostic put two orang-
es in his pocket. 

On his way he passed an elderly 
woman sitting in her deck chair 
fast asleep. Her hands were open. 
In the spirit of fun, the agnostic put 
the two oranges in her outstretched 
palms. After the meeting, he saw 
the old lady happily eating one of 
the pieces of fruit. “You seem to be 
enjoying that orange,” he remarked 
with a smile. “Yes, sir,” she replied, 
“My Father is very good to me.” 
“Your father? Surely your father 
can’t be still alive.” 

“Praise God,” she replied, “He 
is very much alive.” “What do 
you mean?” pressed the agnostic. 
She explained, “I’ll tell you, sir. I 
have been seasick for days. I was 
asking God somehow to send me 
an orange. I suppose I fell asleep 
while I was praying. When I 
awoke, I found He had not only 
sent me one orange but two.” The 
agnostic was speechless. Later he 
was converted to Christ. Yes, pray-
ing in God’s will brings an answer.

2) The Presence of God
To what degree are you con-

vinced that He is with you? To 
what degree do you revel in the 
following promise of our Lord?

Isaiah 43:2
2 When you pass through the 

waters,
  I will be with you; and when 

you pass through the rivers,  they 
will not sweep over you.

When you walk through the fire,  
you will not be burned;   the flames 
will not set you ablaze.

I love this selection, from a 
work called Footprints.

One night I dreamed I was 
walking along the beach with the 
Lord. Scenes from my life flashed 
across the sky. In each, I noticed 
footprints in the sand. Sometimes 
there were two sets of footprints; 
other times there was only one. 
During the low periods of my life 
I could see only one set of foot-
prints, so I said, “You promised 
me, Lord, that you would walk 
with me always. Why, when I 
have needed you most, have you 
not been there for me?” The Lord 
replied, “The times when you have 
seen only one set of footprints, my 

child, is when I carried you.” 
3) The Purpose of God
Lastly, to what degree are you 

persuaded He has a purpose for 
your life? Hear God’s heart for 
those who are His by faith:

Jeremiah 29:11
11 “For I know the plans I have 

for you,” declares the Lord, “plans 
to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a 
future.”

Of course, it is one thing to 
know that He has a purpose and 
another to know what it is. That is 
something you will have to discern 
as you walk with Him, come to 
know His nature and ways, study 
the Word and heed His still small 
voice. Do not settle in this life, 
seeking less than He has for you. 

Do not let the enemy of your 
soul convince you that you don’t 
matter! No, may you aspire to 
more, as did John Wesley (who 
penned the following centuries 
ago): “I want the whole Christ for 
my Savior, the whole Bible for my 
book, the whole Church for my fel-
lowship and the whole world for 
my mission field.”

Thank you for taking the time to 
read this publication. Should you 
have any comments or questions, 
feel free to contact me at your lei-
sure using the information below. 

Also, feel free to check us out 
online at www.NewLifeBarre.org 
or visit us each Sunday at 10:30 
a.m. We hope to see you soon

Pastor James Foley
New Life Assembly of God
60 Main St. South Barre
jamesfoley@newlifebarre.org
978-355-6407

Twenty third Sunday 
after Pentecost Third 
Stewardship Sunday

“We are Grateful for our Church...”

Our services can be found on 
our website at www.barrechurch.
com 

Scripture Reading: Acts 
2 v 42 – 47 and Ephesians 

2 v 21 - 22

I. Introduction
On this  las t  Stewardship 

Sunday, it is good to look back at 
our activities and achievements this 
past year. 

To see what we have done and 
how far we have come, should fill 
us with gratitude for our church, 
the place where God is, where we 
are in fellowship with one another 
and where we worship God and 
serve each other and our commu-
nity.

II. An Early Church filled with 
the Holy Spirit:

It is also good to look further 
back to the Early Church and be 
reminded of how it all started on 
the Day of Pentecost, when God’s 
Holy Spirit came over those who 
came together to worship God. It 
was nothing like what they expe-
rienced before, when they started 
talking in tongues and when Peter 
stood up and explained that this 
was exactly what the Prophet Joel 
talked about, that the Spirit of God 
will be poured out onto God’s peo-
ple and they will prophesy, see 
visions, dream dreams and see 
signs and wonders. 

Peter, in his sermon on that 
day, conveyed to the crowd that 
they must repent and be baptized, 
and they will receive and be trans-
formed by this Holy Spirit. The 

response was incredible with 3,000 
who came and accepted Christ, 
repented and were baptized and 
became part of that early church. 

In the Book of Acts, Luke 
gives us a picture of the identity 
and characteristics of the church of 
God, with Christ as the Head. This 
fellowship of believers, he says, 
devoted themselves to the essen-
tial activities of the life of Jesus’ 
followers. They were devoted to 
the teachings of the apostles about 
Jesus Christ and the forgiveness 
of their sins. They were becom-
ing a new community of believers, 
through the transformation by the 
Holy Spirit who now lived inside 
of them. 

Their lives were changed by 
a power far greater than Barre 
Congregational Church themselves. 
They were in fellowship together, 
breaking bread and eating togeth-
er in each other’s homes. They 
experienced a new friendship of 
love and sharing, worshipping God 
and praying together and observed 
and experienced the wonders and 
miraculous signs done by the apos-
tles. 

In and through this deep and 
transforming experience, they 
shared everything in common, and 
felt the need to sell their posses-
sions, and distribute the proceeds 
among those in need. What they 
have become was not out of their 
own power and will, but by the 
powerful work of God through the 
apostles and the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit on that crowd. 

And as they were together in 
fellowship, experiencing the spir-
itual blessings of God in their 
lives and among them, Luke says 
in verse 47 that the Lord added 
to their number daily those who 
were being saved. Paul echoes this 
very special bond of the fellow-
ship of believers in the letter to the 
Ephesians and highlighted how 
God seeks to be present with them 
always, and to bless them as the 
Body of Christ.

III. Conclusion
How grateful that crowd must 

have been, to have encountered the 
Holy Spirit, who filled them with 
love, hope, peace and joy, nothing 
like the temporary feelings of love, 
peace, and joy we experience on a 
human level. Many of them were 
hopeless, and found hope in the 
teachings of the apostles, the sup-
port from their fellow believers, 
and being delivered from their ill-
nesses and poverty.

The transformation that God 
brings about, is driven by God’s 
love, Agape, which permeates the 
lives of individuals and the com-
munity of faith, to be different, and 
to act differently, like God. 

We too have the gift of the 
Holy Spirit with and in us, and 
we are here this morning, show-
ing our gratitude to God for our 
church, and how God has blessed 
us and kept us together. Like the 
Christians during that time, we too 
must continuously look to God to 
heal us, forgive us, bless us, and 
help us to be loving and giving. 

We are called to be in prayer 
in private, but also in public, so 
that God will bring those who need 
God into our fellowship. May God 
bless us with this ongoing transfor-
mation inside of us, and may God 
bless our fellowship, and all that 
we do here at Barre Congregational 
Church. 

Amen

Pastor Margaret Keyser
Barre Congregational Church 
30 Park St., Barre

NORTH 
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“It just was too big of a bite 
for them at this point,” he said.

Tr ie t sch  sa id  Hi l l town 
Community Health Center has 
expressed interest in the proper-
ty. He said Hilltown is based out 
of Russell and has been estab-
lished for over 70 years. 

Hilltown Community Health 
Center currently has four loca-
tions, with the closest to the area 
being in Amherst.

“They are a federally qual-
ified health center,” Trietsch 
said, of which there are about 50 
statewide. “They’re interested in 
expanding.”

Trietsch said federally qual-
ified health centers receive 
money from federal grants, 
donations and health insurance.

“They don’t turn down any-
body for health care for finan-
cial reasons,” he said.

Talbot said she believes 
Hilltown’s model is the direc-
tion healthcare is heading in, 
noting that its centers include 

ancillary services such as vision, 
mental health, pediatrics, and 
more.  Committee member 
Terrance Smith said it would be 
unlikely that the town would see 
a hospital facility come back to 
town.

Trietsch said these centers 
do not provide 24-hour care, 
emergency care or urgent care. 
He said representatives from 
Hilltown Community Health 
Center will be touring the Mary 
Lane Hospital site late that 
week.

Trust money
Beckley said the Lewis 

Gilbert trust totals around $8 
million, and the other trusts gen-
erate about $10,000 in interest 
a year combined. He said Bank 
of America, the trustees of the 
various trusts, has seemed will-
ing to share information with 
the town. 

Smith questioned what would 
happen if Baystate Health sold 
the Mary Lane Hospital proper-
ty to a private entity for profit, 
and if the sale proceeds would 
go back into the Lewis Gilbert 
trust since the property was gift-

ed through Gilbert’s will. 
Demolition delay

Trietsch said the demoli-
tion delay placed on the Mary 
Lane Hospital property was set 
to expire in a couple of days, 
but that the new Baystate Health 
CEO and President Peter Banko 
was willing to continue honor-
ing it in order to work with the 
town.

Beckley said Davidson was 
making a request to Baystate 
Health to delay any demolition 
by another nine months. 

Next meeting
The next Hospital Review 

Committee meeting will be held 
on Wednesday, Nov. 13 at 5:30 
p.m. in the Town Hall. 

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Barre Gazette
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Country Bank donates to American
Red Cross Hurricane Relief Fund

WARE – Country Bank, a 
full-service financial institution 
serving Central and Western 
Massachusetts, demonstrates its 
unwavering support for those 
affected by recent hurricanes 
with a generous $10,000 dona-
tion to the American Red Cross 
Hurricane Relief Fund. 

This contribution reflects the 
bank’s commitment to its motto, 
“Made to Make a Difference,” 
by providing assistance during 
times of need.

As Florida communities 
face the devastating impacts 
of Hurricane Helene and the 
impending landing of Hurricane 
Milton, the urgency for sup-
port and relief efforts is para-
mount. Country Bank, under the 
leadership of Mary McGovern, 

President and CEO, is stand-
ing by those greatly impacted 
during this recent event. “We 
believe in supporting those 
greatly impacted during these 
weather-related events, especial-
ly when it matters most,” said 
Mary McGovern. “Our donation 
to the American Red Cross is 
not just a financial contribution; 
it’s a commitment to helping 
those in dire situations rebuild 
their lives and restore hope.”

The American Red Cross, a 
key player in disaster response, 
provides shelter, food and emo-
tional support to individuals 
and families affected by hurri-
canes. Country Bank’s dona-
tion is aimed at supporting the 
American Red Cross’s ability 
to provide immediate relief and 

long-term recovery services to 
impacted communities.

Country Bank encourag-
es other local businesses and 
community members to join in 
the effort to support hurricane 
relief. Together, we can make 
meaningful difference and help 
those impacted recover from 
these challenging circumstances. 
People may learn more by visit-
ing redcross.org.

Country Bank is a full-ser-
vice $1.8B mutual commu-
nity bank serving Central and 
Western Massachusetts with 
14 offices in Ware, Palmer, 
West Brookfield, Brimfield, 
Be lcher town,  Wi lbraham, 
Ludlow, Leicester, Paxton, 
Charl ton,  Springfield and 
Worcester. 

Country Bank appoints Marco Bernasconi, Jr. 
WARE – Mary McGovern, 

President and CEO of Country 
B a n k ,  a n n o u n c e s  M a r c o 
Bernasconi, Jr. as its Chief 
Operat ing and Innovat ion 
Officer. 

This  new ro le  and  i t s 
announcement mark a strategic 
decision in the bank’s journey 
of growth and innovation. “We 
are excited to welcome Marco 
as our new Chief Operating 
and Innovation Officer. He has 
extensive experience in technol-
ogy, banking, and fintech and a 
proven track record of transfor-
mative leadership. Marco will 
be invaluable as we continue 
to enhance our digital services 
and product offerings. His com-
mitment to innovation and for-
ward-thinking vision perfectly 
align with our Corporate Values 
of Integrity, Service, Teamwork, 
Excellence, and Prosperity. We 
are confident that his excep-
tional skills will undoubtedly 
contribute to Country Bank’s 
growth and deliver outstanding 
value to our customers,” said 
McGovern.

Bemasconi’s distinguished 
career spans over 30 years, 
during which he has held var-
ious senior positions in the 
banking industry. He holds a 
Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration from Eastern 
Connecticut State University. He 
has a double major in finance 
and marketing and a minor in 

economics. With an impressive 
technology, banking, and fintech 
background, he brings knowl-
edge and a proven track record 
to this pivotal role.

Bemasconi’s journey began at 
Chelsea Groton Savings Bank, 
where he excelled in roles rang-
ing from teller to senior posi-
tions in retail, loan operations 
and credit. He further honed 
his expertise as a Conversion 
Specialist at the FDIC, focusing 
on loan conversions and audits. 
Marco’s leadership skills were 
enhanced during his tenure as 
the Chief Service Officer at 
COCC, where he led a signifi-
cant organizational transforma-
tion that resulted in increased 
revenue and a substantial team 
and customer base expansion.

Marco’s leadership was fur-
ther demonstrated during his 
two-year tenure as the President 
and CEO of North Brookfield 
Savings Bank. Before join-
ing Country Bank, he was a 
Principal of Fintech and Digital 
Transformation at Wolf & 
Company, Inc., where he con-
tinued to drive digital trans-
formation and innovation. His 
achievements have been recog-
nized with numerous awards, 
including the 2021 Best of 
Central Massachusetts from 
the WBJ, and the 2022 Banky 
Award from Extraordinary 
Banker.

“Joining Country Bank as 

Chief Operating and Innovation 
Officer is an incredible oppor-
tunity. I am excited to contrib-
ute to the bank’s growth and 
innovation plans. I aim to drive 
transformative solutions that 
enhance operational excellence 
and deliver exceptional value to 
our customers. I look forward to 
working with the team to build 
on Country Bank’s legacy of 
excellence and innovation,” said  
Bernasconi, Jr.

In addition to his professional 
achievements, Marco actively 
supports Seabury’s Charitable 
Foundation and various fintech 
advisory roles, reflecting his 
dedication to community and 
industry development. 

He resides with his wife 
Renee’  in West  Hartford, 
Connecticut. He cherishes time 
on the Cape with his wife of 28 
years, their twins Marco and 
Ibrianna, who live in Boston and 
their beloved dog, Ruger. In his 
spare time, he enjoys relaxing 
on the beach, boating, and other 
water activities with his friends 
and family.

Country Bank is a full-ser-
vice $1.8B mutual commu-
nity bank serving Central and 
Western Massachusetts with 
14 offices in Ware, Palmer, 
West Brookfield, Brimfield, 
Be lcher town,  Wi lb raham, 
Ludlow, Leicester, Paxton, 
Charl ton,  Springfield and 
Worcester. 



Page 10 • Barre Gazette • October 31, 2024

Sunday, Oct. 13
1:31 p.m. Property – Lost and 

Found, Barre Police Headquarters, 
Information Taken

4:34 p.m. Animal – Lost and/or 
Found, Hubbardston Road, Information 
Given

Monday, Oct. 14
1 p.m. Follow Up Investigation, 

Barre Police Headquarters, Officer 
Spoke to Party

Tuesday, Oct. 15
8:27 a.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 

Collision, Worcester Road, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

11:52 a.m. Assist Other Police 
Department, Hardwick, Mutual Aid 
Assist

12:30 p.m. Threats, Old Dana Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

2:36 p.m. Harassment, Barre Police 
Headquarter, Officer Spoke to Party

3:47 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Hubbardston Road, Message Delivered

4:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Hubbardston Road, Written Warning

4:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 
Street, Written Warning

5:19 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Bleeding (Non-Traumatic), 
Moulton Street, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

Wednesday, Oct. 16
6:34 a.m. Motor Vehicle – Disabled, 

Old Harwick Road, Vehicle Removed
9:10 a.m. Harassment, Barre Police 

Headquarters, Information Taken
9:30 a.m. Court Duty, Barre Police 

Headquarters, Court Duty
5:25 p.m. Suspicious Person/Vehicle 

Activity, South Street, Report Filed
7 p.m. Gunshots, Sheldon Road, 

Officer Spoke to Party

Thursday, Oct. 17
7:31 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 

Jackson Lane, Information Taken
8:54 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, South 

Barre Road, Criminal Complaint
Summons: Cusson, Samantha Ann, 

26, Warren
Charges:  Unregistered Motor 

Vehicle, Uninsured Motor Vehicle
10:42 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Hubbardston Road, Written Warning
12:41 p.m. Fi re – Dist r ic t  8 

Activation, Mutual Aid Assist
1:37 p.m. Complaint, Old Dana 

Road, Information Given
4:29 p.m. Safety Concern, Common 

Street, Officer Spoke to Party
7:08 p.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Falls/Trauma, South Barre 
Road, Ambulance Signed Refusal

 
Friday, Oct. 18

6:33 a.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Vernon Avenue, Report Filed

7:11 a.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Mechanic Street, Report Filed

10:02 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 

Glancy Road, Referred to Other Agency
1:10 p.m. Suspicious Person – 

Vehicle Activity, James Street, Party 
Departed without Incident

7:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 
Brookfield Road, Citation Issued

8:09 p.m. Erratic Operator, Main 
Street, Area Search Negative

Saturday, Oct. 19
9:03 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 

Farrington Road, Officer/Chief Advised
9:51 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 

Brookfield Road, Written Warning
12:14 p.m. Complaint, Varney Lane, 

Information Given
2:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 

Street, Written Warning
3:16 p.m. Erratic Operator, Old 

Hardwick Road, Officer Spoke to Party
4:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Vernon Avenue, Criminal Complaint
Summons: Romain, Nikholas P., 25, 

Milton
Charges: License Suspended, 

Ope ra t i ng  Mo to r  Veh i c l e  w i t h 
Unregistered Vehicle

4:49 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, Pleasant 
Street, Information Taken

5:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Church 
Lane, Written Warning

7:38 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Welfare Check, Union Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

Barre Police Log

Public Safety

Sunday, Oct. 13
12:42 p.m. Erratic Operator, Gardner 

Road, Prisoner Bailed
Arrest: Welch, Andrew Joseph, 32, 

Leominster
Charges: License Suspended, 

Operating Motor Vehicle With Identity 
Self, Motor Vehicle Operator Refuse, 
Drug Possess, Class E

7 : 11  a . m .  F i r e  –  S m o k e 
Investigation, Main Street, Investigated

1 p.m. Motor Vehicle – Disabled, 
Main Street ,  No Pol ice Service 
Necessary

1:08 p.m. Unwanted Party, Maple 
Avenue, Officer Spoke to Party

2:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle Disabled, 
Maple Avenue, Public Assist

4:46 p.m. No Trespass Order, Maple 
Avenue, Officer Spoke to Party

7:08 p.m. Larceny or Theft, Prospect 
Street, Call Transferred

Monday, Oct. 14
6:29 a.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 

Co l l i s ion ,  Bar re  Pax ton  Road, 
Ambulance Refusal

10:40 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Crawford Road, Cancelled

2 : 2 1  p . m .  F i r e  –  S m o k e 
Investigation, Main Street, Investigated

3 :30  p .m.  Tra f f i c  o r  Radar 
Enforcement, Michael Drive, Citation 
Issued

5:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 
Street, Written Warning

8:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle Pursuit, 
East County Road, Report Filed

Tuesday, Oct. 15
9:20 a.m. Assist Other Agency/Non 

Police, Main Street, Dispatch Handled
3:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Fisherman’s Way, Written Warning
4:18 p.m. Public Assist, Main Street, 

Officer Spoke to Party
4:20 p.m. Evidence Processing, 

Main Street, Maintenance Complete
5:01 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, Main 

Street, Message Delivered

9:43 p.m. Property – Lost and 
Found, Main Street, Property Picked Up

10:04 p.m. Property – Lost and 
Found, Main Street, Property Picked Up

Wednesday, Oct. 16
8:42 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Bleeding (Non-Traumatic), 
Prescott Street, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

11:58 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pleasantdale Road, Citation Issued

12:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Criminal Complaint

Summons: Morales Rivera, Nestor 
Jose, 44, South Grafton

Charges: Uninsured Motor Vehicle, 
Registration Suspended, Operating 
Motor Vehicle With, Unregistered Motor 
Vehicle

2:10 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Abdominal/Back Pain, Ridge 
Road, Transported to Hospital

2:56 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Serv ice – Fal ls ,  Gr izz ly  Dr ive, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

3:03 p.m. Fire – Power Lines Down/
Arcing, Lewis Street, Public Assist

3:34 p.m. Suspicious Person/Vehicle 
Activity, Highland Park Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

3:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 
Street, Criminal Complaint

Summons: Wronski, William Joseph 
Jr., 44, Rutland

Charges: Unlicensed Operation of 
Motor Vehicle C90 S10

5:57 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Stroke (CVA), Wilson Way, 
Transported to Hospital

Thursday, Oct. 17
9:22 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, Main 

Street, Message Delivered
12:27 p.m. Lockout (Home or 

Vehicle), Blair Drive, Entry Gained
7:16 p.m. Fire – Water Leak, Maple 

Avenue, Investigated

Friday, Oct. 18
8:31 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

County Road, Citation Issued
10:06 a.m. Fraud or Forgery, Hickory 

Drive, Report Filed
2:25 p.m. Property Lost and/or 

Found, Main Street, Information Taken
7:11 p.m. Suspicious Person/Vehicle 

Activity, Bigelow Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

10:41 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Intervale Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

Saturday, Oct. 19
1:11 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Bleeding (Late Traumatic), 
Ten Rod Road, Transported to Hospital

2:12 a.m. Erratic Operator, Main 
Street, Verbal Warning

7:15 a.m. Motor Vehicle Disabled, 
Old Turnpike Road, No Fire Service 
Necessary

10:06 a.m. Motor Vehicle Collision, 
Maple Avenue, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

10:09 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Abdominal/Back Pain, 
Johnson’s Way, Mutual Aid Transport

10:55 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

Noon Emergency Medical Service – 
Sick/Unknown, Soucy Drive, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

2 :06  p .m.  E r ra t i c  Opera to r, 
Glenwood Road, Negative Contact

3:02 p.m. Safety Concern, Barre 
Paxton Road, Officer Spoke to Party

3 :28  p .m.  E r ra t i c  Opera to r, 
Wachusett Street, Officer/Chief Advised

5:15 p.m. Complaint, Maple Avenue, 
Area Search Negative

8:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 
Street, Criminal Complaint

Summons: Granberg, Bradley Allen, 
20, Paxton

Charges: Number Plate Violation to 
Conceal ID, Unregistered Motor Vehicle, 
Uninsured Motor Vehicle

Rutland Police Log

Sunday, Oct. 13
12:42 p.m. Erratic Operator, Gardner 

Road, Prisoner Bailed
Arrest: Welch, Andrew Joseph, 32, 

Leominster
Charges: License Suspended, 

Operating Motor Vehicle With Identify 
Self, Motor Vehicle Operator Refuse, 
Drug Possess Class E

8:55 a.m. Vandalism, Old Princeton 
Road, Information Taken

11:35 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Serv ice – Fal ls ,  Madison Way, 
Transported to Hospital

2:30 p.m. Erratic Operator, Gardner 
Road, Negative Contact

Monday, Oct. 14
11:46 a.m. Disturbance/Disorderly, 

Amber Lane, Negative Contact
3:07 p.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Welfare Check, Old Princeton 
Road, Public Assist

8:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle Pursuit, 
East County Road, Report Filed

Tuesday, Oct. 15
8:38 a.m. Court Duty, Gardner 

District Court, Court Duty
3:49 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, New 

Westminster Road, Message Delivered
4:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 

Street, Written Warning

Wednesday, Oct. 16
9:02 a.m. Suspicious Person/Vehicle 

Activity, Main Street, Unfounded
9:53 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Unconscious/Unresponsive/
Syncope, Brigham Street, Transported 
to Hospital

9:58 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Burnshirt Road, Information Taken

Thursday, Oct. 17
1:25 p.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Trauma, Adams Road, 
Transported to Hospital

5 p.m. Emergency Medical Service 
– Leg Pain, Kruse Road, Mutual Aid 
Transport

Friday, Oct. 18
1:23 p.m. Suspicious Person/Vehicle 

Activity, Old Princeton Road, Vehicle 
Removed

3:17 p.m. Fire– Brush and Wildland 
Fire, Burnshirt Road, Fire Extinguished

5:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle Disabled, 
Gardner Road, Officer Spoke to Party

7:08 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Gardner Road, Written Warning

8:29 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Welfare Check, Hale road, 
Report Filed

11:18 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Worcester Road, Transported 
to Hospital

Saturday, Oct. 19
6:03 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Sick/Unknown, Gardner 
Road, Mutual Aid Transported

10:53 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Welfare Check, Brigham 
Street, Report Filed

4:41 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Brigham Street, Written Warning

Hubbardstom Police Log

Sunday, Oct. 13
12:36 p.m. Fire – Brush and 

Wildland Fires, Rutherford Road, Fire 
Extinguished

1 p .m.  Proper ty  D ispu te  o r 
Exchange, Sanders Road. Officer 
Spoke to Party

Monday, Oct. 14
11:15 a.m. Property – Lost and 

Found, Barre Road, Unfounded

Wednesday, Oct. 16
4:12 p.m. Suspicious Person/Vehicle 

Activity, Barre Road, Negative Contact

Thursday, Oct. 17
1:07 p.m. Tree Incidents (No Wires), 

Spencer Road, Referred to Other 
Agency

Friday, Oct. 18
1:07 p.m. Traffic or Radar, North 

Brookfield Road, Area Patrolled

Saturday, Oct. 19
7:15 a.m. Motor Vehicle – Disabled, 

Old  Turnp ike,  No F i re  Serv ice 
Necessary

7:52 a.m. Follow Up Investigation, 
Old Turnpike Road, Officer Spoke to 
Party

10:14 a.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, North Brookfield Road, 
Negative Contact

1:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Worcester Road, Written Warning

Oakham Police Log

During the week of Oct. 21-28, 
the Hardwick/New Braintree Police 
Department responded to eight build-
ing/property checks, 28 directed/area 
patrols, three radar assignments, one 
traffic control, eight emergency 911 
calls, six citizen assists, one assist other 
agency, one motor vehicle investiga-
tion, one property damage, one illegal 
dumping, two complaints, three fires, 
one safety hazard, two animal calls and 
four motor vehicle stops in the town of 
New Braintree.

Monday, Oct. 21
9:54 a.m. Assist Citizen, Unitas 

Road, Report Taken
10:45 a.m. Property Damage, Barr 

Road, Report Taken
4:25 p.m. Assist Citizen, Memorial 

Drive, Officer Handled
5:08 p.m. Safety Hazard, Barre 

Road, Removed Hazard

Tuesday, Oct. 22
3:20 p.m. Assist Citizen, Memorial 

Drive, Officer Handled
8:18 p.m. Assist Citizen, Memorial 

Drive, Officer Handled

Wednesday, Oct. 23
12:51 p.m. 911 Fire/Structure, Barre 

Road, Extinguished
2:26 p.m. Assist Citizen, Memorial 

Drive, Voice Message Left
5:03 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Gilbertvi l le Road, Transported to 
Hospital

5:49 p.m. 911 Fire/Brush, Barre 
Road, Extinguished

6:25 p.m. 911 Animal Call, West 
Road, Unfounded

Thursday, Oct. 24
10:03 a.m. 911 Complaint, Memorial 

Drive, Officer Handled
10:44 a.m. Assist Other Agency, 

Gilbertville Road, Officer Handled

5:42 p.m. Fire/Brush, Barre Road, 
Extinguished

6:38 p.m. 911 Lost/Stolen Plate, 
Memorial Drive, Officer Handled

Friday, Oct. 25
6:37 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Gilbertville Road, Citation Issued
1:23 p.m. 911 Welfare Check, 

Oakham Road, Spoken To
6 : 5 3  p . m .  M o t o r  Ve h i c l e 

Invest igat ion,  Gi lber tv i l le  Road, 
Investigated

Saturday, Oct. 26
8:53 a.m. Illegal Dumping, West 

Brookfield Road, Report Taken
10:53 a.m. Complaint/Motor Vehicle 

Operations, Pierce Road, Spoken To

Sunday, Oct. 27
7:49 p.m. Assist Citizen, Moore 

Road, No Action Required

New Braintree Police Log

During the week of Oct. 21-28, 
the Hardwick/New Braintree Police 
Department responded to 46 build-
ing/property checks, 40 directed/area 
patrols, six radar assignments, three 
traffic controls, 16 emergency 911 calls, 
two citizen assists, three assist other 
agencies, one safety hazard, four com-
plaints, one fraud, two motor vehicle 
accidents, one fire, two animal calls and 
nine motor vehicle stops in the town of 
Hardwick.

Monday, Oct. 21
5:32 p.m. 911 Disturbance, Bridge 

Street, Spoken To
6:35 p.m. Complaint/Motor Vehicle 

Operations, Upper Church Street, 
Spoken To

Tuesday, Oct. 22
3:17 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Hardwick Road, Transported to Hospital
5:23 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Petersham Road, Written Warning
9:09 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Hardwick Road, Transported to Hospital
10:46 a.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, 

Lower Road, Transported to Hospital
10:48 a.m. 911 Motor Vehicle 

Accident, Lower Road, Merge
1:09 p.m. Fraud, Barre Road, Report 

Taken
2:15 p.m. 911 Misdial, Turkey Street, 

Officer Handled
4:22 p.m. Complaint, Church Lane, 

Spoken To

Wednesday, Oct. 23
12:40 p.m.  911 Disturbance, 

Hardwick Road, Officer Handled
1:19 p.m. Safety Hazard, Greenwich 

Road, Dispatch Handled

Thursday, Oct. 24
8:42 a.m. Assist Citizen, Police 

Department, Officer Handled
11:32 a.m. Assist Other Agency, 

High Road, Officer Handled
4:59 p.m. 911 Motor Vehic le 

Accident,  Lower Road, Services 
Rendered

Friday, Oct. 25
9:44 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Turkey Street, Transported to Hospital
11:21 a.m. Assist Other Agency, 

Petersham Road, Officer Handled
12:17 p.m.  911 Misdia l ,  Old 

Greenwich Plains Road, Officer Handled

12:36 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 
Collins Road, Transported to Hospital

1:10 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 
Bridge Street, Transported to Hospital

3:21 p.m. Assist Citizen, Prospect 
Street, Spoken To

4:35 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 
Main Street, Transported to Hospital

9 : 5 4  p . m .  C o m p l a i n t / M o t o r 
Vehicle Operations, Petersham Road, 
Unfounded

Saturday, Oct. 26
10:41 a.m. Complaint, Main Street, 

Officer Handled
1:07 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

River Run, Transported to Hospital
5:35 p.m. Assist Other Agency, 

Sullivan Avenue, Services Rendered
6:17 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Barre Road, Transported to Hospital
10:22 p.m. Fire/Other, Bridge Street, 

Spoken To

Sunday, Oct. 27
10:57 a.m. Medical Emergency, 

Ruggles Street, Transported to Hospital
11:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Hardwick Road, Citation Issued

Hardwick Police Log

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Worcester Division
Docket No. 

WO24P0373EA
Estate of: 

Jon R. Barnicle
Date of Death: 

July 8, 2023
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons inter-

ested in the above cap-
tioned estate, by Petition 
of Petitioner Stephen J. 
Barnicle of Barre, MA.

Stephen J. Barnicle of 
Barre, MA has been infor-
mally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate  is  being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 

Massachusetts Uniform 
Proba te  Code  wi thout 
supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts 
are not required to be filed 
with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration from the Personal 
Representative and can peti-
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ-
ing distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. 

Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to insti-
tute formal proceedings and 
to obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the 
Petitioner. 
10/31/2024

Public Notices

Worcester County Sheriff’s Office holds coat drive
WEST BOLYSTON – As the 

winter season approaches, the 
Worcester County Sheriff’s Office 
and Worcester County Reserve 
Deputy Sheriff’s Association are 
preparing for their Annual Winter 
Coat Drive. 

Their goal is to deliver 4,000 
new warm winter coats to those in 
need to help them stay comfortable 
during the winter months. Starting 
Tuesday, Oct. 22 and continuing 
into the first week of November, 
Sheriff Lew Evangelidis and his 
team will distribute thousands of 
coats directly to community mem-
bers and organizations. 

These coats will provide warmth 
during the colder months and serve 
as a symbol of support and care 
from local law enforcement. The 
annual coat drive attracts many 
community sponsors including 
Saint Francis Community Health 
Care, The Gun Parlor, Mercadante 
Funeral Home, Falcone Enterprises, 
The Savickas Family, NEPBA 
Local 550 Worcester County 
Correction Officers, The Krock 
Family & Commerce Associates, JV 
Mechanical Contractors, Diamond 
Auto Group,  The Overlook, 
House Hangers Seamless Gutters, 
Worcester Housing Authority 

and Pam Massad, in Memory of 
“Duddie” and Bette Massad. Many 
other community organizations and 
businesses have also stepped up to 
support the initiative.

“Every year, we have the joy of 
handing out these coats, which sym-
bolize much more than just a winter 
jacket, they represent a communi-
ty that cares,” commented Sheriff 
Evangelidis. “The people who 
receive these jackets are grateful 
for the gesture from the Sheriff’s 
Office. This is a special time of year 
for the Sheriff’s Department, and 
we’re excited to connect with the 
community members we serve.”

Gas prices decrease a penny
WESTWOOD – The price for 

a gallon of regular unleaded gas-
oline in the Northeast is falling 
once again as global oil markets 
remain on edge while fighting 
continues in the Middle East. 

Last week, regional pump pric-
es notched small gains for the first 
time in 12 weeks on the back of 
higher crude oil prices, which rose 
after reports of the conflict inten-
sifying. But oil prices have since 
settled lower amid reports that 
commodities traders increasingly 
think major oil infrastructure in 
Iran will not be impacted during 
the conflict. Cheaper oil is easing 
pressure on gasoline prices. 

Strong domest ic  oi l  and 

gas production is another fac-
tor helping to nudge gas prices 
lower. The Energy Information 
Administration last week report-
ed a sizable build in domestic 
crude oil inventories to the tune 
of 5.5 million barrels, suggest-
ing strong supplies will feed oil 
refiners through the end of the 
year. Additionally, those refin-
ers appear to be finishing their 
seasonal maintenance schedules 
early. Refinery utilization, a mea-
sure of how much refining capaci-
ty is being used, increased to 89.4 
percent last week, the EIA report-
ed. That’s higher than last year’s 
figure of 85.5 percent for the com-
parable week. 

The average gas price in 
Massachusetts is down a penny 
over last week ($3.06), averaging 
$3.05 per gallon. Today’s price 
is five cents lower than a month 
ago ($3.10) and 52 cents lower 
than this day last year ($3.57). 
Massachusetts’s average gas 
price is eight cents lower than the 
national average.

AAA Northeast’s Oct. 28 sur-
vey of fuel prices found the cur-
rent national average down four 
cents from last week ($3.17), 
averaging $3.13 gallon. Today’s 
national average price is nine 
cents cheaper than a month ago 
($3.22) and 37 cents lower than 
this day last year ($3.50). 

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.
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HELP WANTED
Executive Director

Warren Housing Authority
Description: The Warren Housing Authority (WHA) is seeking a qualified and 
experienced housing administrator for the position of Executive Director. The 
Authority’s portfolio includes 60 units of Ch. 667 Elderly/Handicapped, 4 units of 
Ch.705 Family, 6 units of Section 8 New Construction, 11 MRVP Voucher and 72 
Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers.The Section 8 vouchers currently managed by 
another agency. The candidate should be familiar with both the Executive Office of 
Housing and Livable Communities (EOHLC) and U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) program requirements. 

Minimum Requirements: A minimum of 2 years’ experience in public or private 
housing management, community development, public administration, non-profit 
administration, or a related field that demonstrates strong management and 
organization skills. Knowledge of the principles, practices of state and federal 
public housing management programs, capital improvement planning, technology 
systems, maintenance, and finances desired. Strong organizational and personnel 
management skills desired. One year of experience overseeing at least three staff 
persons or as a significant project team leader or program administrator strongly 
preferred.  

Possess excellent written and verbal skills for an ability to communicate 
effectively with local officials, boards, residents, service providers and funding 
agencies. Experience working with the public, as well as individuals of various 
socio-economic backgrounds. Must be bondable. Certification as a Massachusetts 
Public Housing Administrator (MPHA) desired or obtained within one year.

Must be proficient in Word, Excel and Outlook. Familiarity with centralized public 
housing wait lists (CHAMP), housing software, HUD and EOHLC databases and 
reporting systems desired. Other preferred credentials include graduation from an 
accredited two to four-year college or university and a passion for the mission of 
affordable housing.

The maximum salary is $86,667 and is dependent upon experience, education, 
and certifications in accordance with EOHLC Executive Director Salary Schedule. 
The required work hours are 32 hours per week and the position includes 
excellent benefits. The candidate will be subject to qualification verification prior 
to employment.

To apply in confidence please submit a cover letter and resume to 
Kenneth R. Martin, Consultant, at kenmartin1208@gmail.com 

with “Warren ED position” in the subject line. 

The deadline is no later than the close of business on November 1, 2024.
 Late applications shall not be considered. More detailed information will be 

required of applicants that advance to the next level of consideration.
Diverse applicants are encouraged to apply.

The Warren Housing Authority is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Classifieds
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HORSE WINTER BLANKETS, 
size 76, new/used; riding Cap size 
6-7/8, box of leather, bridles etc. Two 
folding saddle stands. Entertainment 
center, 5’x4.5’. Call 508-867-9734.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178.

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware, 
advertising, motorcycles, clothing.  Call 
Ken (413)433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD 
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

CLEANING 
SERVICES

Charlton Kleening Service
Debbie 508-320-5373

charltonkleening@gmail.com

ELECTRICIAN

HEATING &      
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Licensed and insured HVAC 
Technician, 30 years experience, re-
pairs, full and 24 hour emergency ser-
vice. 413-275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE

 Excavator Services
Overgrown property?

Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal

Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand

Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal

Insured
 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING Lawn 
mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups, 
mulching, pruning. Holyoke, South 
Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and Am-
herst. Call 413-536-3697.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 
12x16 room. Very neat, references, 
prompt service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRIND-
ING Fast, dependable service. Free 
estimates. Fully insured. Call Joe Sa-
black 413-436-9821, Cell 413-
537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212.

FREE TO A GOOD HOME. Amer-
ican Pitbull Terrier puppy, female, 10 
weeks. Call Chris 919-491-8360.

CAR DRIVER WANTED
Lizak Bus Service

413-436-5262
Apply Now

FLEXIBLE HOURS, decent pay & 
tips, healthy physical exercise, learn 
to move furniture and pianos correct-
ly. Jimmy Burgoff Moving & Hauling, 
Belchertown. 413-256-6800.

HOUSEKEEPER: Monday and 
Friday, 5 hours a day. Duties: clean-
ing, washing clothes, ironing. Three 
references from prior experience with 
names/phone. Send to PO Box 8, 
Hampden, MA 01036.

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER 
WANTED. Excellent pay & bene-
fits. Must be licensed in MA. Pioneer 
Plumbing 413-623-5911 or pio-
neerincoffice@gmail.com.

PART TIME SNOW PLOW 
DRIVERS NEEDED

Part time snow plow drivers are need-
ed for the Town of New Braintree for 
the 2024-2025 season. Positions 
available for both CDL ($30/hr) and 
non-CDL License ($25/hr).
If you are interested, please contact 
Highway Superintendent Richard Ayer 
at (508) 867-2451 or email 
hwysecretary@newbraintree.org.

PART-TIME CUSTODIAL position 
at St. Mary’s Parish in Hampden. $20/
hours, 12 hours a week/flexible. Call 
413-566-8843 or email stmary-
hampden@gmail.com.

The Town of Huntington is seeking a 
part-time Water and Sewer Ad-
ministrative Coordinator for 18 
hours per week.  Applicants must be 
proficient in Microsoft Word, Excel, and 
Outlook and well organized.  Hours are 
flexible but must be worked during the 
regular Water and Sewer department 
hours of Monday through Thursday, 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. to assist the Wa-
ter and Sewer Department as needed.  
Application and complete job descrip-
tion are available online at www.
huntingtonma.us or by emailing 
WaterandSewer@huntington-
ma.us. Position is open until filled.

Town of Huntington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

WARREN WATER DISTRICT is 
hiring for part-time office help. Please 
apply in person at 988 Main St., 
Warren.413-436-9819.
EOE.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

DIRECTOR OF 
VETERANS SERVICES

The Town of Wilbraham is looking for a 
Director of Veterans Services. For ap-
plication and more information please 
visit www.wilbraham-ma.gov.
EOE

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON

HIGHWAY POSITION OPENING
The Town of Worthington is soliciting 
letters of interest from qualified can-
didates to fill two full-time Equip-
ment Operator/General Laborer 
positions in the Town Highway Depart-
ment. 
Valid MA CDL operator, Hydraulic 
Hoister’s licenses and OSHA-10 certi-
fication is preferred.
• Highway maintenance laborer sala-

ry rate range: $18.16 - $26.46
• Highway maintenance laborer with 

CDL and Hoister’s license salary 
rate range: $25.00 - $36.41

Further information can be found on 
the Town’s website: 

www.worthington-ma.us
Questions will be answered by the 
Highway Superintendent at 64 Hun-
tington Road, Monday–Friday, 7 AM 
to 3 PM;  413-238-5830 or send letter 
of interest, resume and three (3) refer-
ences with relevant contact information 
to: worthingtonhighway@gmail.com or 
to Worthington Highway Department, 
PO Box 643, Worthington, MA, 01098.  
This posting will remain pertinent until 
the two positions are filled.

The Town of Worthington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT 
OPENING

Highway Department
The Town of Worthington is soliciting 
letters of interest and resumes from 
qualified candidates to fill the position 
of Highway Superintendent.   
Nature of work: The Highway Superin-
tendent is responsible for administer-
ing and overseeing the daily activities 
of the Highway Department including 
the maintenance and repair of town 
roads, parks, bridges, equipment 
maintenance and snow/ice removal 
operations. 
This is a benefited position which re-
quires a thorough knowledge of the 
principles, practices and techniques 
of highway department maintenance, 
construction and procurement.
Salary rate range: $62,941.00 – 
$91,707.00, with potential for winter 
overtime.
More information can be found on the 
Town of Worthington website: 

www.worthington-ma.us
Please send letter of interest, resume 
and three (3) references with relevant 
contact information to: 
selectboard@worthington-ma.us. 
This posting will remain pertinent until 
the positions are filled.

The Town of Worthington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

Worthington 
Police Department

51 Huntington Road, 
Worthington, MA 01098

FULL-TIME POLICE OFFICER
The Worthington Police Department is 
seeking qualified candidates for Full-
time Police Officer.
Applicants must be a minimum of 21 
years of age or older, a U.S. Citizen 
and possess a valid driver’s license. 
They should also have a high school 
diploma/GED, license to carry and be 
certified by Massachusetts Municipal 
Police Training Committee and be 
POST certified.  
This is a benefited position with a sal-
ary range of: $52,000.00 - $75,733.00.
The successful candidate shall be 
highly motivated, self-disciplined and 
possess a community policing philos-
ophy and live in, or near Worthington.
Previous candidates must reapply.
Send letter of interest, resume and 
three references with relevant contact 
information to:

Worthington Police 
Department
P.O. Box 246
Worthington, MA  01098

Or via email to:
chief@worthingtonpd.org
Subject line: Employment
Responses will be accepted and re-
viewed until the position is filled.

The Town of Worthington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES HELP WANTED HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Retro World
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����������
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JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

FarmerMatt.com | (508) 980-7085

Use code HEAT to take 25% off all heat & eat dishes. 
These aren’t your average frozen meals—They’re made 
fresh in our farm kitchen with locally-sourced ingredients.
Valid thru 11/3/24.

Put our heat & eat meals to the test with 
25% off this week.

Meatloaf
Shepherd’s Pie
Chicken Pot Pie
Turkey Pot Pie

BBQ Pulled Pork
2 Alarm Beef Chili

Chickn/Beef Empanadas
Lasagna

Vegan Chili
St. Louis Ribs

Beef Stew
Polish Stuffed Peppers

Canadian Meat Pie
Meatballs in Red Sauce

Teriyaki Meatballs
Chicken noodle soup

Vegan Butternut Bisque
Ancient Grain Stew

Marinated Steak Tips 
BBQ Pulled Pork 

HEAT 
& EAT 
DISHES
Valid thru 
11/3/24.

 minapa

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

HUGE APPLIANCE REBATES! 
HUGE BIKE SALE BLOWOUT!
GIANT TOY DEPARTMENT!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!!

BLACK NOVEMBER!!!
LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

WARE:  2 FAMILY SIDE BY SIDE UNITS – $260,000
FANTASTIC BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY!  

This side by side unit, 3 
bedrooms each unit with large 
spacious rooms and walk-out 
basement. Basement was 
once used as a commercial 
business. Zoning is downtown 
commercial district.

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

THE HARVEST THE HARVEST 
IS IN!!!IS IN!!!

FARMSTAND IS NOW OPEN!!!

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

Open 7 days a week.

Pre-order your 
Thanksgiving Dinner
Whether you’re hosting a large gathering or a 
smaller holiday, Farmer Matt’s Thanksgiving meals 
have you covered. Our fully-cooked feasts are 
prepared with care and include everything you 
need for a stress-free meal, from succulent turkey 
to your favorite sides and pies—all made with the 
freshest ingredients.

Pre-order online or by phone (508) 980-7085.

Support YourSupport Your
Hometown BusinessesHometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

Brookhaven Assisted Care
19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Erin, Laura and Nancy 

Over 56 years of service.
24 hour care, Medical Management, 

Assistance with activities of daily living,
Activity Program, well trained, 

compassionate and caring staff.
Services Available In-House:

Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services,
Pharmacy services, Podiatry services

VNA services:
Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy,

Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber

Manager: Erin Glazier
508-867-3325 ~ erin.brookhaven@gmail.com

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

MARCH 15
8-Night Bahamas Cruise from $1499

MAY 23 
7-Night Bermuda Cruise from $1699

NORWEGIAN 
CRUISE LINE 
2025
Call now for 
Best Cabins!
Deadlines apply…

H

SHIPS’ REGISTRY: BAHAMAS & UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

EVERCRISP ARE READY!EVERCRISP ARE READY!
MANY APPLE VARIETIESMANY APPLE VARIETIES

NOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLE

U PICK APPLES ALL OCTOBER

CIDER DONUTSCIDER DONUTS


