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Senate candidate
visits selectmen
Mike Valanzola
visiting district towns

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the

See SELECTMEN, page 7

Green Energy Tips 
Barre Energy Committee

Beautiful icicles and prob-
lematic ice dams? If you have
icicles hanging or ice dam
issues, it is a sure sign you are
wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.

State funds used to
promote regional
partnerships

Singing the night away

Turley Publications Photo by Amber King, an intern from Quabbin Regional High School. 

The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting

See ROOF PROJECT, page 8 See CIC GRANT, page 8

Chocolates and so many to pick

Awards to be presented
at April 26 dinner

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER — For every active
group or organization in town,
there are a number of key volun-
teers behind it, from church groups
like the United Church of Ware
and the First Church of Monson to
civic organizations like the Palmer
Lions Club and the Belchertown
Fair Committee, said Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.
These are the people that – for the
most part – stay in the background
when the media shows up at an
event but are a vital part of bring-
ing community activities to life.

And it is recognition of that
fact that the QHCC is seeking
nominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from the
Chamber towns of Belchertown,
Brimfield, Brookfield, East
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland,
Monson, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer,
Wales, Ware, Warren and West
Brookfield.

Last year ’s winner was
Bobbie McAvoy of Ware, for her
work in holding collections for
troops overseas. At the time, she
said that she was thrilled to be
nominated, but didn’t believe she
was as deserving of the award as
others in the community.

And that is just the quality
that Weake said the committee that
judges Citizen of the Year nomina-
tions is looking for.

“These people are the ones
that don’t do it for the recognition
but without whose diligence the

Karen Anderson of Orange announces her
candidacy for state representative

Chamber eyes volunteer standouts

ORANGE - Karen Anderson, a
Republican, announced her candi-
dacy for the 2nd Franklin District
State Representative seat. She
declared, “For too long the needs of

our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district's

needs. I will tirelessly work to pro-
tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations

Turley Publications Photo by Genevieve Fraser

Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10
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When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations

Turley Publications Photo by Genevieve Fraser

Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10

See NORTH BROOKFIELD, 
page 10

Select Board
hears Grant-
Match
proposal

By Ellenor Downer
Editor

edowner@turley.com

HUBBARDSTON – The Select 
Board held a Zoom presenta-
tion with Michael Janke of Grant 
Match, a company that provides 
grant writing to municipalities.

GrantMatch with companies 
based in Toronto, Canada as well 
as Michigan and Virginia, looks 
into grants, which match town proj-
ects. They received a fee of 10% 
for grants under $1 million and 5% 
for grants over $1 million and was 
only if the town received the grant.

Janke said the town would 
provide a few projects and then 
GrantMatch looked at all federal 
and state grants available, found 
matches for the town and presented 
a short list to the Select Board. The 
Select Board decided which grants 
on the list they wanted GrantMatch 
to pursue on the town’s behalf.

He said most grants require a 
town contribution. He also said 
there was no risk to sign with his 
company. Fees were based only on 
grants received. 

When asked by Select Board 
Chair Jeff Williams if GrantMatch 
was successful working with small 
towns, Janke said the company pre-
ferred working with small towns. 
Following Janke’s Zoom confer-
ence, the Select Board decided 
to discuss the matter at their next 
meeting. The board also asked the 
Town Administrator to have town 
counsel look over the contract. 

New pavilion 
The Select Board met with 

members of the Hubbardston Lions 
Club President Kellianne Iacaboni 
and member Jason Guertin about 
the new pavilion built by the 
Lions Club. The Club donated to 
post and bean open pavilion to the 
town at a ribbon cutting ceremo-
ny on Sunday, Oct. 1 at the pavil-
ion located on Curtis Recreation 
Field. Iacaboni said the Lions Club 
applied for a grant through the 

HUBBARDSTON –   For 
years, Hubbardston resident 
Jason Guertin thought that an 
open-air pavilion would be 
a great addition to the Curtis 
Recreation Field on Route 68 just 
outside of Hubbardston center. 

The “Rec Field,” as everyone 
calls it, holds a special place in 
many residents’ hearts, as it is a 
central gathering place for com-
munity events, athletic games, 
a place to meet neighbors and 
much, much more. The addition 
of a pavilion, he felt, would add a 
dedicated space for shelter, relax-
ation, a picnic, host a gathering, 
or even just to get out of the sun 
for a bit. 

Guertin is a member of the 
Lions Club in Hubbardston, and 
the idea of the pavilion as a Lions 
Club project appealed to him. He 
thought that it would be a great 
complement to the bandstand, 

which had been built and donated 
to the Town by the Hubbardston 
Lions Club in 1992.   

I n  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 3 ,  h e 
approached Jason Gobar, anoth-
er member of the Hubbardston 
Lions, who is very knowledge-
able about timber framing. He 
though that it was a great idea 
and the two Jasons were off and 
running They sketched a couple 
of designs, scratched out some 
numbers and even went to the 
Rec Field and traced an outline 
of the building in the snow where 
they thought it should be built.

They photoshopped a pic-
ture of a timber frame into the 
location, made a flyer, and pre-
sented it to the Club, who loved 
the idea. A committee was 
formed, plans were drawn up, 
and fundraising began. There 

Hubbardston Lions Club 
builds and donates pavilion

Submitted photos

Select Board member Katie Young, third from left, cuts the ribbon to officially open the new pavilion at Curtis Recreation 
Field in Hubbardston.

Celebration of life held 
for oldest resident

By Ellenor Downer
Editor

edowner@turley.com

BARRE – Last Thursday, Oct. 
12, community members, fami-
ly, friends celebrated the life of 
Bessie Difley, the town’s oldest 
resident.

The service in Celebration 
of and Thanksgiving for the life 
of Bessie Difley was held in the 
Barre Congregational Church 
where she was married and was a 
member. Born on July 29, 1914, 
she died on Sept. 23 at the age of 
109.

Bessie Difley was a resident 
of Barre for 107 of her 109 years 
and moved to Barre with her par-
ents, John and Nellie Montgomery, 
when she was two years old. She 
married George Difley in 1939 
and moved to her home in Barre, 
where she lived for the rest of her 
life.

S h e  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m 
Framingham State Teacher’s 
College and taught school in Barre 
until her marriage. In those days, 
married women were not allowed 
to teach. She returned to teaching 
in the early 1950s and taught at 
both Roger Langley School and 
later Ruggles Lane School until 
her retirement in 1978.

She leaves two daughters, 
Martha Jordan and Jane Difley, 

two grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. 

She l ived a full  l ife and 
belonged to the Barre Woman’s 
C lub ,  Red  Ha t s ,  Women’s 
Fellowship, Eastern Star, Barre 
Golden Age Club and a bridge 
group. She loved music, played 
and sang with the Swingin’ 
Singin’ Seniors and taught line 
dance at the Barre Senior Center. 
At age 100, she became Barre’s 
oldest citizen and selectmen pre-
sented her with the Boston Post 
Cane, an honor bestowed on its 
oldest resident. The publisher of 
the Boston Post, a newspaper, in 
1909 presented about 700 towns 
in New England these canes to be 
bestowed on each town’s oldest 
male citizen until his death. Later, 
it changed to all residents, male 
and female and passed to the next 
oldest resident, upon the death of 
the current holder.

She was a life long walker and 
walked frequently around Barre 
Common in her later years, trav-
eling to the library and in season 
stopping for ice cream in her walks 
around Barre Center. He doctor 
attributed her long healthy life to 
walking. The day of her service 
was a beautiful fall day for a walk 
around Barre Common, a place 
Bessie logged many miles on foot.

Board drafts letter to East 
Brookfield about beach

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

N O RT H  B RO O K F I E L D 
– The Board of Selectmen 
approved a letter to be sent to 
East Brookfield’s Board of 
Se lec tmen and  Parks  and 
Recreation Committee, regarding 
funding for the Town Beach on 
Lake Lashaway. 

At the Oct. 10 meeting, 
Board of Selectmen Chair Jason 
Petraitis said the town shares 
ownership of the Town Beach 
with the town of East Brookfield, 
and they have tried to divide 
responsibilities to maintain the 
beach.

“We’ve been trying to work 
with them to find an equitable 
way to share the burden and keep 
nonresidents out,” he said.

He said over six years, the 
town has worked with the neigh-
boring town, but recent commu-
nication has gone unanswered.

He read the letter, which will 
notify East Brookfield officials 
that North Brookfield is with-
drawing financial support for the 
Town Beach.

The letter stated that North 
Brookfield has waived East 
Brookfield’s taxes on the beach, 
and North Brookfield also pays 
a portion of expenses to operate 

the beach.
Petrait is  said originally, 

the beach was only for resi-
dents of the two towns, but East 
Brookfield has opened beach use 
to nonresidents, and numerous 
complaints have been made by 
abutters and residents.

Effective Jan. 1, 2024, the 
town of North Brookfield will 
fully withdraw financial support, 
and the taxes for the property will 
no longer be waived. Utilities 
will also be the full responsibility 
of East Brookfield.

Petraitis said the beach is 
located in North Brookfield, but 
it is owned by East Brookfield. 
He said  there  were  many 
attempts for the two towns to 
work together.

ARPA spending
Petrait is  said the Board 

received a recommendation to 
pay for tree work using American 
Rescue Plant Act funds. He said 
National Grid used to remove 
trees that posed a hazard to the 
town’s power lines, but they no 
longer do this unless the trees fall 
down.

Petraitis read a recommen-
dation from ARPA Committee 
Chair Ethan Melad to spend 
$30,000 to remove approximate-
ly 100 hazardous trees from the 
town’s roadway. Vice-Chair John 

Tripp said the original request 
was for $45,000 (30 days at 
$1,500 a day) and that $30,000 
would only cover 20 days of 
work at the tree company’s rate.

Pet ra i t i s  a lso  d iscussed 
rescinding the previous year’s 
allocation of ARPA funds in the 
amount of $50,000, which were 
intended to address catch basins 
but not used. 

“They were able to find anoth-
er funding source, so we need 
to rescind that vote and let it go 
back into the ARPA account,” 
Petraitis said.

The Board voted to rescind 
the appropriation, returning the 
$50,000 to the ARPA account.

Tripp asked if the differ-
ence for the tree work could be 
approved using the $50,000 that 
was just returned to the ARPA 
account by the Board’s vote.

Tripp amended a motion to 
approve the $30,000 from ARPA 
and increase it to $45,000. Clerk 
Elizabeth “Brooke” Canada said 
she would prefer to approve the 
$30,000 recommendation from 
the ARPA Committee and wait to 
approve the additional $15,000.

The amended motion passed, 
with Canada being the only vote 

See BESSIE, page 5

Select Board members, Kris Pareago and Katie Young 
hold the “key to the pavilion presented to the by the 
Hubbardston Lions Club at the recent ribbon cutting cere-
mony on Sunday, Oct. 1. See PAVILION, page 5

See TA INTERVIEW, page 5

Select Board 
holds second 
TA interview

By Ellenor Downer
Editor

edowner@turley.com

BARRE – On Tuesday, Oct. 
10, the Select Board held a second 
interview with Town Administrator 
candidate, Tammy Martin. 

Before the interview began, 
Select Board Chair Maureen 
Marshall said she was the only one 
of the candidates the board asked 
back for another interview. She 
said, “The town can’t afford a mis-
take,” referring to the selecting of 
the next Town Administrator. She 
said, “We need to be sure.”

The interview lasted just over 
an hour with the three Select Board 
members taking turns asking the 
candidate questions. They asked 
how she would handle employee 
evaluations. She said when she 
worked at a bank she did evalua-
tions and wrote up written warn-
ings. She said communication was 
important. Another question asked 
was what qualities she looked for 
in hiring an employee. She said 
hard worker, loyal, trustworthy and 
being genuine. 

They asked how she would deal 
with a resident complaint about 
an employee. Martin said she 
would listen to both sides and get 
the facts. If necessary, she would 
have both the resident and employ-
ee meet with her. In response to 
how she envisioned her role with 
the Select Board, she said it was 
to give the board information and 
make sure things are done correct-
ly. When asked what scared her 
about this job, she said she wanted 
to do a good job and found it moti-
vating. 

Interim Town Administrator 
Greg Balukonis asked her about 
her onboarding plan. She said it 
was to care about employees, own 
up to a mistake and provide new 

See HUBBARDSTON, 
page 9

Resident has 
concerns 
about past 
meeting

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

HARDWICK – Jeffery Smith of 
Upper Church Street read a state-
ment voicing his concern about 
the July 18 Select Board meeting 
where Casella presented a proposal 
to expand the Patrill Hollow Road 
landfill onto land owned by David 
G. Roach & Sons.

Smith questioned whether or 
not the meeting was legal due to a 
lack of quorum. 

At the Oct. 16 Select Board 
meeting, Smith said that Select 
Board Vice-Chair Kelly Kemp filed 
a disclosure for a conflict of inter-
est with the town on July 19, the 
day after the meeting. He ques-
tioned why this disclosure was not 
filed sooner.

Smith also said Select Board 
Chair H. Robert Ruggles has not 
filed a disclosure for a conflict of 
interest.

Both Kemp and Ruggles have 
been, or are currently employed, by 
David G. Roach & Sons. 

Smith said Kemp did not 
abstain or recuse herself during the 
July 18 meeting. He said Select 
Board Chair H. Robert Ruggles 
made “conflicting claims” about 

See HARDWICK, page 5
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News of the Towns

Barre Dining Center

Unitarian Church to 
hold indoor yard sale

The First Parish Unitarian Church of Hubbardston, 
on the Common, will hold their annual fall indoor 
yard sale on Saturday, Oct. 28 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
There will be spices, rummage, white elephant, books 
and puzzles, coffee and pastry, toys and games and 
knitting. In addition, there will be a quilt raffle and a 
cord wood raffle. People may also purchase lunch of 
homemade sandwiches, pickles and chips, beverages 
and homemade pies and other desserts. Take out is 
available. 

Special Town Meeting
The town will hold a Special Town Meeting on 

Thursday, Oct. 26 at 6 p.m. in the Hubbardston Center 
School, Elm Street. Th parade starts at Fire Station 1 
on Main Street and ends at Hubbardston Center School. 
The date was incorrectly listed in last week’s paper.

Horribles parade
The Annual Horribles parade will take place on 

Sunday, Oct. 29 at noon. The Following the parade, 
there will be a party at the Hubbardston Center School.

Medicare Open Enrollment
Open Enrollment runs from Sunday, Oct. 15 

through Thursday, Dec. 7. During this time, people 
can change their Medicare Plan effective Monday, Jan. 
1. People may contact the Hubbardston Senior Center 
to speak with a Serving the Health Insurance Needs 
of Everyone counsellor in person or over the phone. 
SHINE has certified counselors to help you with ques-
tions about Medicare. The services are free and unbi-
ased. SHINE counselors are available to discuss all 
options related to Medicare and additional coverage. 
They do not sell any plans.

Senior center events
The Hubbardston Senior Center, 7A Main St., 

events include: Coffee with Friends Monday through 
Thursday at 9:45 a.m.; Bingo from 12:30-3 p.m. on 
Mondays; Knitting Group at 10 a.m. every Tuesday 
at 10 a.m. and WiiBowling beginning at 8:30 a.m. 
every Monday and Wednesday beginning at 8:30 a.m. 
Seniors will take a Jack O’Lantern trip and luncheon 
at Wright’s Chicken Farm in Rhode Island.

There will be a Medicare seminar on Friday, Oct. 
27 at 12:30 p.m. It’s renewal time for health insurance. 
This is an opportunity to ask questions.

Mt. Zion Lodge to 
hold open house

Mt. Zion Lodge of Freemasons, 71 Pleasant St., will 
hold an open house on Saturday, Oct. 21 from 9 a.m.-
2 p.m. A firetruck will be there from 9:30 a.m.-noon. 
There will also be mums for sale, along with free face 
painting.

American Legion
American Legion Post #2, 450 South Barre Road, 

on Monday nights at 5 p.m. is Veterans Social Night. 
Tuesday and Thursday at 6 p.m. Central Mass. Boot 
Camp and personal training takes place. The bar is 
open on Thursday. Wednesday night doors open at 5 
p.m. Corn-hole start time is 6 p.m. Partners are picked 
at random. Cos is $5 per person to play. First and sec-
ond prizes will be awarded at the end of the night. The 
second Sunday of every month Post#2 holds a meat 
raffle. Doors open at 3 p.m. Seven tickets are $5 and 
15 tickets are $10. The 50/50 raffle is the same price. 
Queen of Hearts game is $1 per ticket and people do 
not have to be present at the drawing to win. Drawing 
is on Monday night. People may visit the Legion their 
web page at Barre American Legion post 2 for more 
information.

Crawdad
The band Crawdad will perform Saturday, Oct. 28 

from 2-6 p.m. and Barre American Legion Post #2, 450 
South Barre Road.  People are invited to come in and 
hear the band. Entry fee is nonperishable food items 
for those who need some assistance.  

Eastern Star breakfast
Cradle Rock Order of Eastern Star will sponsor 

a Designer Pancake Breakfast on Saturday, Oct. 21 
from 7:30-10:30 a.m. at the Masonic Lodge Hall, 71 
Pleasant St.. Cost is $9 per adult and $6 for children 
under 10 years of age. People may design their special 
pancake. Full breakfast includes; pancakes, waffles, 
sausage gravy and biscuits, bacon, sausage, juice and 
coffee. All are welcome to attend.

BARRE — Elder Services of Worcester Area 
Nutrition Program welcomes guests to dine at 
the Barre Senior Center, 557 South Barre Road. 
The following meals will be served for the week 
of Oct. 23. Lunches are back at the senior cen-
ter, but require a pre-sign up. Volunteers are 
needed at the Barre dining site. Volunteers are 
needed for Meals on Wheels (mileage reim-
bursement) and in the kitchen. People should 
contact 978-355-5027.    

MONDAY – Macaroni and cheese, stewed 
tomatoes, green beans, chocolate pudding and 
diet pudding, Italian bread

TUESDAY – Barbecue chicken, herbed 
potatoes, country blend vegetables, fresh fruit, 
marble rye bread 

WEDNESDAY – Marinated pork loin, 
mashed potatoes, carrots, cinnamon pears, 
French bread

THURSDAY – Chicken cranberry salad, 
pasta salad, tomato and cucumber salad, birth-
day cake, diet = small piece, hot dog roll

FRIDAY – Meatballs with onion gravy, bow-
tie pasta, roasted Brussels sprouts, mixed fruit, 
whole wheat bread

*Higher sodium entree Meal includes milk 
and margarine. Menus are subject to change. 
All meals are served at about 11:45 a.m. each 
weekday. Reservations should be made the day 
before by calling 978-355-5027 before 10:30 
a.m. The donation of $2.50 per meal helps keep 
the program running.  

Hubbardston
Ellenor Downer

edowner@turley.com

Friends of Rutland 
Library offer passes

RUTLAND –  The Friends of the Rutland Library 
offer passes for free or discounted admission at a vari-
ety of attractions around the state.  

Currently, passes are available for admission to 
Massachusetts State Parks, Old Sturbridge Village, 
The Botanical Gardens at Tower Hill and Worcester 
Art Museum. This program is supported in part by a 
grant from the Rutland Cultural Council, a local agen-
cy which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency. 

P E T E R S H A M  –   T h e 
Petersham Open Space & 
Recreation Committee is begin-
ning the process of updating the 
town’s seven-year Open Space 
and Recreation Plan that will set 
the community’s priorities and 
goals for land use and recreation 
needs, making it eligible for 
state grant funds that focus on 
land protection and recreation.  

“The public survey is the 
first step of the process,” said 
Anne Cavanaugh, Chair of the 
Open Space and Recreation 
Committee. “We hope that many 
in Town will want to be a part 
of the discussion by first com-
pleting the survey.” Visit https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r /
YL62FFL to take the survey.

Paper surveys will be mailed 
to residents and the online sur-
vey will be available through the 
town’s website by visiting town-

ofpetersham.org.  To be consid-
ered, completed surveys are due 
by Friday, Dec. 1. Completed 
paper surveys are to be returned 
to the black deposit box at the 
main entrance of the Town 
Office Building.  

In addition, paper surveys 
and deposit boxes will be avail-
able at the Petersham Memorial 
Library, the Petersham Country 
Store, the Petersham Package 
Store and the Quabbin Woods 
Restaurant. The Open Space & 
Recreation Committee will then 
compile the results and host sev-
eral public meetings with town 
committees, staff, community 
stakeholders and residents to 
review the survey results and 
prepare the new plan. These 
meetings will begin in winter 
2024.

“We’re lucky to live in a rural 
town, defined in large part by 

its abundant open spaces, farm-
land, forests, and wetlands,” said 
Cavanaugh. “Our land use, out-
door recreation, and stewardship 
practices are closely related to 
our proximity to the Quabbin 
Reservoir. We hope that resi-
dents get involved in the pro-
cess to gauge our current inter-
ests and to help set our land use 
and recreation priorities for the 
next seven years as we deal with 
changing weather events, town 
budgetary constraints and other 
issues.” 

For more information about 
the Open Space and Recreation 
Plan and the update process, 
people may visit the town’s web-
site, at http://www.townofpeter-
sham.org or attend meetings of 
the Open Space and Recreation 
Committee, which are held the 
first Tuesday of each month at 6 
p.m. in the Lower Town Hall.  

SUBMISSIONS ALWAYS WELCOME
Send your stories and photos to edowner@turley.com

FALL FESTIVITIES at the FARM

Pop-up Beer Garden featuring local brews made 
with local ingredients is every Sat/Sun through 
October. 10/21, 10/22, 10/28, 10/29.

Check FarmerMatt.com for details & more events.

Halloween Spooktacular featuring live 
music, great food, and local craft beer 
as part of the New Braintree Halloween 
festivities on 10/28.

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

Sponsored by

Saturday, Oct. 28
Town Hall at 3:00 PM
Farmer Matt’s at 4:00 PM

(508) 829-7333

1015 MAIN STREET, HOLDEN MASSACHUSETTS 01520

“CERTIFIED CONTACT LENS & EYEGLASS SPECIALISTS”

Compare Our
Prices, Service and Selection.

It's Worth the Trip!

Get Ready
For Winter!
It’s Almost

Here!

ORIGINAL TIRE CO.
Joseph West

SOUTH ATHOL ROAD, ATHOL 978-249-3477
Open: Mon., Wed. & Fri. 8am-5pm

Tues. & Thurs. 8am-2pm •Sat. 8am-Noon

Studded Snows Can Go On November 1st

Barre Family Pharmacy
547 Summer Street, Barre

978-355-2359

Call Today for an 
Easy Prescription Transfer

After Hours: 508-864-6540
mybarrepharmacy.com

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-8:00 p.m.; 
Sat. 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.; Sun. 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Postcard and
ephemera show and
set for  sale Nov. 4

BARRE – The 39th annual Postcard & Ephemera 
Show and Sale will be held at St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church, 29 South St., on Saturday, Nov. 4 from 9:30 
a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

Admission to the show and sale is $3.
This event is sponsored by St. Joseph’s Church and 

the Central Massachusetts Postcard Club. Club mem-
bers are admitted at 9 a.m. and the general public at 
9:30 a.m.

For more information, contact show coordinator 
J.R. Greene by emailing jrg01331@webtv.net. 

Hikers trek to 535 year old gum tree

Photo by Tom Rawinski

On Oct. 14 members of the Oakham Historical Association slogged through mossy 
muck to visit the town’s oldest resident, the 535-year-old Black Gum tree growing 
in the Oakham Wildlife Management Area. The tree was a sapling when Columbus 
set sail for the New World. Shown from left are Tom Sheridan, Paul Rochette, Lee 
Dougan and Tim Collette plus photographer Tom Rawinski.

Petersham surveys residents on
Open Space & Recreation Plan

American Legion Post #2 lists events
BA R R E  –  T h e  B a r r e 

American Legion Post #2, 450 
South Barre Road, announces 
monthly events.

Monday night at 5 p.m. is 
Veterans Social Night. Tuesday 
and Thursday at 6 p.m. Central 
Mass. Boot Camp and personal 
training takes place. The bar is 
open on Thursday.

Wednesday night doors open 
at 5 p.m. Corn-hole start time 
is 6 p.m. Partners are picked at 
random. Cos is $5 per person 
to play. First and second prizes 
will be awarded at the end of 
the night. The second Sunday 
of every month Post#2 holds a 
meat raffle. Doors open at 3 p.m. 
Seven tickets are $5 and 15 tick-

ets are $10. The 50/50 raffle is 
the same price. 

Queen of Hearts game is $1 
per ticket and people do not have 
to be present at the drawing to 
win. Drawing is on Monday 
night. People may visit the 
Legion their web page at Barre 
American Legion post 2 for 
more information.

Guided walk to take 
place on  Oct. 22

WEST BROOKFIELD –  A guided walk of the 
expanded trail network with Chris and Merlon will 
take place on Sunday, Oct. 22 at 9 a.m. All are wel-
come and should meet at the kiosk area on Wickaboag 
Valley Road, near the Snow Road intersection. They 
should wear sturdy shoes and bring water. The hike 
is generally an easy grade and will take about an hour 
and a half to two hours.

New Braintree Church 
plans fundraiser

NEW BRAINTREE – The New Braintree 
Congregational Church fundraiser to help support the 
operation of the church will be held at the Town Hall, 
20 Memorial Drive, on Saturday, Oct. 21 at 2 p.m.  

A preview of the items for sale will begin at noon. 
People may follow the church on Facebook for updates 
on the event. People should plan on visiting the café 
for a bite to eat or drink. All sales will be cash or check 
only.  People may call 508-981-4786 for more infor-
mation.

WWW.TURLEY.COM
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Oakham
Ellenor Downer

edowner@turley.com

Pen pals letters
ready Oct. 30

The Oakham Council on Aging Penpal Program 
with the fourth grade students at Oakham Center 
School is off to  a great start. The first student letters 
will be ready for pickup at the back door of the Forbes 
library on Monday, Oct. 30.  Senior replies  should be 
returned to our “mailbox” by the  Wednesday, Nov. 
8 deadline.  Pen pals should remember to print their 
reply. 

Since  our “mailbox” is outside this door, pickup 
and drop off is available 24/7 regardless of weather 
conditions. Thank you for your participation in this 
learning experience for our students. 

Flu clinic 
A flu clinic will be held on Monday, Oct. 23 from 

12:30-3 p.. at the Oakham Senior Center, 2 Coldbrook 
Road. The Oakham Board of Health is happy to be 
able to assist Oakham seniors and New Braintree at the 
Oakham Senior Center with this year’s annual oppor-
tunity to receive an influenza vaccination. This is done 
in collaboration with the Leicester Regional Public 
Health Coalition and conducted by nursing staff from 
VNA Care. 

People may register at this link on by visiting 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/193bRTDr5hq4hB-_
YKe8SCwvaWzuZXNEfGgmOd5lXinA/edit.

Coldbrook Springs Walk postponed
Due to the rainy forecast for this Saturday, Bob 

Locke decided to reschedule the Coldbrook Springs 
Walk to Saturday, Oct. 21 at 10 a.m. Participants 
should meet at the intersection of Coldbrook Road and 
the Rail Trail, just South of Worcester Road. 

Church fair
The Harvest and Holly Fair sponsored by the 

Oakham Congregational Church, 4 Coldbrook Road, 
will be held Saturday, Nov. 18 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. The 
Fair Committee seeks crafters and vendors for the day 
of the fair. Cost is $20.

Anyone interested in having a table should call 
Ellie Downer at 774-262-5882 or email myback-
yard88@aol.com. The church will have a baked table, 
cookie walk, snack bar, craft table, raffles, quilt raffle 
and white elephant room.

Bake sale
The Oakham Congregational Church will hold a 

bake sale  at the church the day of the election on 
Tuesday, Nov. 7 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. In addition to 
baked items, coffee will be sold and quilt raffle tickets.

Lesson and Carols
Lessons and Carols will be held on Sunday, Dec. 

17 at 7 p.m. at the Oakham Congregational Church. 
Rehearsals will begin at next month at a time and 
date to be determined. This year’s cantata “Go Sing 
It on the Mountain” by Pepper Choplin. Rehearsals 
begin Tuesday, Oct. 17 from 6-7 p.m. at the church. 
All are welcome to sing in this special Christmas 
cantata.

Public Meetings 
BARRE. 

Sewer Commission – Oct. 19 at 7 p.m.
Zoning Board of Appeals – Oct. 19 and Nov. 9 
  at 7 p.m.
Conservation Committee – Oct. 24 at 7 p.m. 
250th Anniversary Committee – Oct. 25 at 
  6:30 p.m.
Cemetery Commission – Oct. 26 at 11 a.m.
Barre Cultural Council – Oct. 27 at 10 a.m.
Council on Aging – Nov. 1 at 1 p.m.
Insurance Advisory Committee – Nov. 2 at 1 p.m.
Select Board – Nov. 6 at 6 p.m.
Felton Field Commission – Nov.  7 at 6:30 p.m.
Library Trustees – Nov. 8 at 6:30 p.m.
Board of Health –  Nov. 13 at 5 p.m.
Water Commission – Nov. 13 at 6:30 pm.
DPW Commission – Nov. 13 at 7 p.m. 
Cable Advisory Committee – Dec. 12 at 7 p.m.

HARDWICK.
Wheelwright Water District – Oct. 23 at 7 p.m.
Planning Board – Oct. 24 at 6:30 p.m.
Board of Registrars – Oct. 28 at 9 a.m.
Board of Selectmen – Oct. 30 at 6:30 p.m.
Board of Health –  Nov. 2 at 6:30 p.m.
Paige Library Trustees – Nov. 2 at 7 p.m.
Council on Aging – Nov. 8 at 9 a.m.
Gilbertville Public Library – Nov. 8 at 4 p.m.
Recycling Commission – Nov. 14 at 6:30 p.m.
Capital Planning Committee – Nov. 20 at 3 p.m.

HUBBARDSTON
Parks Commission – Oct. 19 at 5:15 p.m. 
Planning Board – Oct. 19, Nov. 1 and Nov. 16 
  at 6:30 p.m.
Public Safety Building Committee – Oct. 23 at 6 
p.m.
Board of Health – Oct. 24, Nov. 14 and Nov. 28 
  at 7 p.m.
Special Town Meeting – Oct. 26 at 7 p.m.
Conservation Commission – Nov. 8 at 6 p.m.
Cultural Council – Nov. 28 at 7 p.m.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
ARPA Committee – Oct. 19 at 6:30 p.m.
Board of Water Commissioners – Oct. 23 at 6 p.m.
Board of Assessors – Oct. 24 at 9 a.m. 
Select Board –  Oct. 24, Nov. 7 and Nov. 21 
  at 6 p.m.
Planning Board – Oct. 25 and Nov. 22 at 6 p.m.
Downtown Development Committee – 
  Nov. 6 at 6:30 p.m.

OAKHAM
Select Board – Oct. 30 and Nov. 13 at 6 p.m.
Finance Committee – Nov. 1 at 6 p.m.
Board of Health – Nov. 15 and Dec. 20 at 5 p.m.

PETERSHAM
Board of Health – Oct. 19 at 6 p.m.
Planning Board – Oct. 26 at 7 p.m. 
Board of Assessors – Nov. 2 at 6 p.m.
Conservation Commission – Nov. 7 at 6 p.m.
Open Space and Recreation Committee –
   Nov. 7 at 6 p.m.
Council on Aging – Nov. 13 at 10 a.m.
Cemetery Commission – Nov. 14 at 10 a.m.

RUTLAND
Capital Improvement Planning Committee– 
  Oct. 19 and Nov. 16 at 6:30 p.m.
Earthworks Board – Oct. 19 at 6:30 p.m.
Select Board and Ad Hoc By Law Committee joint
   meeting – Oct. 23 at 6 p.m.
Planning Board Public Hearings – Oct. 24 at 6:45
    and 7 p.m. 
Zoning Board of Appeals Public Hearing  – 
  Oct. 25 at 6 p.m.
Select Board Public Hearing - Pole Hearing – 
  Oct. 30 at 6 p.m.
Economic Development Commission – Nov. 8 
  at 6 p.m.

Places to go... Things to do...Places to go... Things to do...

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907
Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

Purchase 2024 Golf Memberships Now & 
Receive the Remainder of This Year Included

All You Can Play with Cart 4 p.m. til Dusk $25
Halloween Party - Live Music - Saturday, October 28th, 7:30 p.m.

PRIME RIB Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday
Tuesday Night Special - Two Entrees & Appetizer $50

Sunday & Monday Nights $1 Wings
Monday Night Trivia 6 p.m.

Function 
Space 

 Available

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

287 Main Street
Gardner

978-632-0241

WE SERVICE ALL
MAJOR BRAND

APPLIANCES
NAME BRAND

APPLIANCES & TV’S AT 
WAREHOUSE PRICES

Kitchen / Bath
Design / Sales / Installation

774-366-5517
mitawoodworking@aol.com

Call to schedule
an appointment

In home or showroom

We Sell
Cabinets

Kitchen / Bath
Design / Sales / Installation

774-366-5517
mitawoodworking@aol.com

Call to schedule
an appointment

In home or showroom

We Sell
Cabinets

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

HARDWICK – On Saturday, 
Oct. 21 at 11 a.m. the Paige 
Memorial Library, 87 Petersham 
Road, Gail Ann Anderson will 
present a program about her 
Native American ancestry.  

Like Pocahontas, Anderson’s 
ancestors are Mattaponi from 
Jamestown, Virginia. She will 
read “Brother Eagle, Sister Sky” 
by Susan Jeffers, a message by 
Chief Seattle from over 150 years 
ago, tell the Story of Little Deer, 
a Penobscot friend, who traveled 
to school in a canoe and show 
items of the Native American cul-

ture, such as furs, antlers, drums.  
November is National Native 

American Heri tage Month.  
People should register because 
the number of attendees will 
determine if the program is at 
the Paige Activity Room or 
the Hardwick Town House, 32 
Common St. People may call 
413-477-6704 or email director.
paigelibrary@gmail.com or visit 
the Paige Memorial Library. 

On Saturday, Nov. 4, at 1 
p.m. the Friends of the Paige 
Library will present Hands on 
Nature – Winter Hibernation at 

the Town House, 32 Common St., 
Hardwick. Participants will  learn 
how animals survive the coldest 
months of New England. They 
will learn about hibernation, 
migration  and the amazing adap-
tations animals have for surviving 
the harshest temperatures. 

Children should bring a 
stuffed animal and will create a 
cozy little hibernation den to take 
home. For more information, peo-
ple may call 413-477-6704, email 
director.paigelibrary@gmail.
com or visit the Paige Memorial 
Library.

East Quabbin Land Trust held 12th 
annual run/walk fundraiser

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

NEW BRAINTREE – Runners 
and walkers enjoyed the best fall 
views in town this past Sunday, 
during East Quabbin Land Trust’s 
12th annual Station Loop Ramble, 
a three-race event utilizing the 
Mass Central Rail Trail.

Taking first male finisher in 
the 5-Mile Classic was Matthew 
Twarog with a time of 32:10 and 
taking first female finisher was 
Adell Mayee with a time of 38:54.

Other results include Andrew 
Wiewell, 35:48; Brian Keleher, 
36:54: Carl Lindley, 37:20; 
Brian Farmer, 39:46; Brian St. 
Jean, 40:22; Jessica Howland, 
42:19; Audrey Snay, 42:22; 
Nicole  Keleher,  42:25;  V. 
Garofoli, 43:01; Toni Brown, 
44:12; Patrick Bresette, 45:21; 
Ed Hood,  46:08;  Michael 
Groner, 47:15; Kevin Loggie, 
47:28; Mark Johnson, 50:12; 
Matthew Gromosky, 52:18; 
Michelle Sheperd, 53:24; Pamela 
Jean Clark, 54:44; Michael 
Cavanaugh, 54:44; Christine 
Palmer, 58:25; Sarah Howe, 
58:25; Mary Vaugh, 58:28; Brian 
Vaugh, 1:06:45; and Eric Howe, 
1:06:46.

Taking first male finisher 
in the 5K Run/Walk was Eric 
Snay, with a time of 21:38 and 
first female finisher was Lynne 
Feldman with a time of 31:48.

Other results include Rowan 
M c C l e o d ,  2 1 : 4 0 ;  Pa t r i c k 
McDermott, 22:43; William 
Kimoro Norman, 24:20; Matthew 
Sloan, 24:49; Connor Snay, 
24:55; BJ Williams, 25:21; 
Matt  Langa,  26:03;  David 
Maher, 26:56; Mark Kablack, 
28:01;  Wil l  Baker,  31:52; 
Catriona Standfield, 32:08; Tony 
Guitunim, 35:19; Claire Norberg, 
36:22; Doris Farmer, 40:30; 
Geoff Bloom, 42:32; JoAnn 
Crain, 45:46; Colson Ladue, 
46:38; Amy Bloom, 48:59; 
Arlene Kusak, 52:04; Kathryn 
Caci, 52:04; Elaine Siok, 52:04; 
Michael Siok, 52:06; Kristin 
Siok, 52:06; Rick Dorsch, 57:28; 
Joseph Siok, 57:28; Lindsay 
Gaouette, 58:23; and Kristen 
Bock, 58:23.

For more information about 
the East Quabbin Land Trust, 
visit eqlt.org or follow them on 
Facebook or Instagram, email 
office@eqlt.org or call 413-477-
8229.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette

Siblings (from left) Cordelia, Noah and Luca Grandinetti 
take off to compete in the children’s one-mile run at East 
Quabbin Land Trust’s 12th annual Station Loop Ramble this 
past Sunday.

Br ian Keleher  of  New 
Braintree gets ready to 
start the 5-Mile Classic. 
His daughter Eileen, 2 ½ 
accompanied him over the 
hilly course in her stroller.

Cordelia Grandinetti races 
in to take first in the one-
mile run.

Editorial deadline reminder
Deadline for e-mailed press releases is noon on 

Monday. Deadline for hard copy is noon on Friday. 

Paige library lists upcoming events

Runners line up at the start of the 5K Run/Walk along the 
Mass Central Rail Trail. St. John’s Parish to 

hold Harvest Thyme 
Craft Fair Oct. 28

                         
EAST BROOKFIELD –  St. John the Baptist 

Parish, 131 Blaine Avenue, will be hosting its annu-
al Harvest Thyme Craft Fair on 
Saturday,  Oct. 28 from 9 a.m.-
2 p.m.   

Raffles, gift baskets, a lot-
tery tree, silent auction, craft 
tables, jewelry, books and attic 
treasures will all be offered. 
A café with great soups, meat 
pies, chili, cider and baked 
goods will also be available. 

All are welcome to come and 
enjoy the fair and food. For more information, people 
may call 508-867-6469.

TO ADVERTISE IN THE BARRE GAZETTE, CALL TIM MARA AT 978-355-2254
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5 years (Oct. 25, 2018)

Declining student enrollment 
particularly at the New Braintree/
Oakham schools led the Quabbin 
School District to start the school 
closing process. Quorums from 
the five Quabbin District member 
towns board of selectmen met last 
Thursday with members of the 
school district and a few school 
committee members. The school 
closing procedure started at the 
Sept. 13 school committee meet-
ing when  a majority of members 
voted to begin the process to close 
the New Braintree Grade School. 
Superintendent Dr. Sheila Muir 
and director of administrative 
services Cheryl Duval presented 
data regarding enrollment num-
bers. There were a total of 3,230 
students in the district for the 
2003/2004 school year and 2,226 
for 2017/2018. The uncertified 
number for the current school year 
was 2,146.

On Sunday, Oct. 21 at 8:47 
p.m. Rutland Regional Emergency 
Communication Center received 
a single 911 call from a neighbor 
reporting smoke coming from the 
house at 122 Valley Road. RRECC 
dispatched Barre Fire Stations 1 
and 2 along with an Oakham tank-
er that is filling in for the Barre’s 
Tanker while it is out of service 
getting the pump repaired. Within 
four minutes from the time of dis-
patch, Fire Chief Robert Rogowski 
arrived. Smoke was showing from 
a single family home. Neighbors 
report that there were possibly peo-
ple in the basement prompting the 
fire chief to strike a working fire 
assignment. While searching for 
the reported occupants firefight-
ers found and rescued five cats, 
one of which was unconscious due 
to smoke inhalation. Firefighters 
quickly removed the cats and they 
were handed off to the ambulance 
crew, who used their animal oxy-
gen masks and treated them for 
burns and smoke inhalation. The 
fire was extinguished within 10 
minutes of arrival and no one was 
found in the building.

I f  peop le  Google  I sa iah 
Thomas, they will come across 
four pages about the former Boston 
Celtic point guard and the current 
Los Angeles, Lakers NBA star 
before they find any mention of 
the other Thomas, a Patriot printer. 
Thursday evening, Oct. 18, Neil 
Gustafson, a professional actor, 
ironically portrayed the 18-century 
Isaiah Thomas on the former bas-
ketball court of the Oakham Center 
School. Gustafson’s one-man the-
atrical performance, in period cos-
tume complete with a powdered 
wig, was arranged through the 
American Antiquarian Society. 

10 years (Oct. 24, 2013)
Life Scout Collin Fleming 

presents his Eagle project to the 
Barre Board of Selectmen for 
their approval on Monday night. 
Chairman of the Board Kathlyn 
Inman was unable to attend the 
meeting and took part by remote 
part ic ipat ion,  speakerphone. 
Fleming, who is working with 
Police Chief Erik Demetropoulos, 
want to move the Emergency 
Management Department equip-
ment, presently in the Henry 
Woods Building to the South Barre 
Fire Station. He discussed the proj-
ect with building inspector, George 

Ricker, as the project includes 
installing shelving at the South 
Barre sight for the equipment. 
Selectmen unanimously approve 
his Eagle project.

Barre Selectmen met with the 
Emergency Management Squad 
at their Monday Monday night 
meeting. Chairman of the Board 
Kathlyn Inman was unable to 
attend the meeting and took part 
remote part icipation,  speak-
erphone. Town Administrator 
Heather Lemieux said the Barre 
EMS Inc was established in 1972 
as a private, non-profit corpora-
tion consisting of a Board of 
Directors. The chain of command. 
When the squad offered Advance 
Life Support, a paid position, an 
ALS coordinator, an acting EMS 
director, Town Administrator and 
ultimately the Board of Selectmen 
were the hierarchy for the ALS 
employees. 

T h e  O a k h a m  B o a r d  o f 
Selectmen held a public hear-
ing regarding charging a fee for 
burning permits at their last 
Tuesday night meeting. Selectmen 
only received comments against 
charging a fee. Fire Chief Tom 
Snay explained the Rutland 
Dispatch Center started doing 
burning applications for Oakham 
last year and asked him if Oakham 
wanted to charge a fee. The other 
three members of the regional dis-
patch center based in Rutland do 
charge fees. Rutland charges $25, 
Barre $10 and Hubbardston $10. 
Following public comment, all 
opposed to a fee, the Selectmen 
opted not to charge a fee.

25 years (Oct. 22, 1998)
Barre resident Lucy Trifilo com-

plained to selectmen about junk 
cars on the streets and lots of the 
“Italian section” of South Barre at 
the Monday night meeting. Besides 
their unsightliness Trifilo said 
she is concerned they may pose a 
safety risk for the neighborhood 
children. She also said they mihgt 

soon interfere with snow plowing. 
“I think it’s the transients coming 
in and just dropping these cars, 
she said. “At one time that place 
was so beautiful and now it’s like 
a ghetto as far as I’m concerned 
It’s a mess.” According to Trifilo, 
the areas of concern are Grove 
Street, Oak Street, Nichols Road 
and High Plains Road. Selectmen 
will ask Police Chief Thompson 
to deal with the unregistered cars 
parked on the street. They will 
ask Building Inspector Harold S. 
Nichols to enforce the town bylaw.

A group of about a dozen resi-
dents supporting Loring Barrett’s 
selection as Hubbardston’s new 
police chief attended the Oct. 13 
selectmen’s meeting. They present-
ed selectmen with a petition con-
taining over 1,000 signatures. An 
accompanying letter requested the 
selectmen appoint Barrett “with-
out further delay as Police Chief of 
Hubbardston. The letter was read 
by spokesman David Simmerer, 
who was removed by a vote of the 
Selection Committee from its ranks 
when he was found ineligible to 
serve because of his incapacity to 
remain unbiased in the selection 
process. 

The two Oakham se lec t -
men present at the Monday, Oct. 
19 meeting, Robert Leary and 
Clayton Rice, signed the trans-
fer of the cable television license 
from Charter Communications 
Inc, to Paul G. Allen. Chairman 
Robert Leary asked the represen-
tative present to look into the pos-
sibility of providing able access 
to several roads in town that did 
not get cable when it was origi-
nally installed. The representa-
tive said he would look into that. 

38 years (Oct. 24, 1985)
Any decision regarding over-

time pay and how to account for 
sick days and personal days for 
town dispatchers was delayed 

Opinion

In Past Pages

File photo

The annual Barre Antique Show was held on Nov. 11, 
1970.

LOOK BACK
Antique Show - 1970

How will my wife’s Social 
Security be affected by 
her teacher’s pension?

Dear Rusty
My wife, born in 1960, was a Texas school teacher 

for about 10 years and receives a $1,000 per month 
pension from that work. She didn’t pay into Social 
Security while teaching, but she paid into it for about 
23 years while working elsewhere. I paid into Social 
Security my entire life, the maximum in most years, so 
my SS benefit will be much greater than hers.

I understand there are some sort of penalties or 
restrictions on my wife’s Social Security benefits and 
also for spousal benefits due to her school pension. 
Please share the process I can use to estimate my 
wife’s Social Security and tell me if she can file for 
spousal benefits. 

Signed: Planning for the Future

Dear Planning
Because your wife has a Texas school teacher pen-

sion earned without contributing to Social Security, 
any SS benefits she is entitled to will be affected 
by two rules: first, by the Windfall Elimination 
Provision. which will reduce her personally earned 
Social Security retirement benefit and, second, by the 
Government Pension, which will reduce any spousal 
boost if she is entitled to one to her own benefit. 

The amount of the WEP reduction to your wife’s 
personal SS retirement benefit will be computed using 
a special formula, which considers the number of 
years she has contributed to Social Security through 
other (non-state) work. Since your wife became eligi-
ble for Social Security benefits in 2022 the maximum 
WEP reduction with 23 years contributing to SS will 
be $358. If your wife has already obtained an estimate 
of her Social Security retirement benefit, deduct $358 
from that estimate and that will be pretty close to her 
actual SS retirement benefit when she claims. Social 
Security will figure out the exact amount of her WEP 
reduction when your wife applies, but you can also use 
Social Security’s “WEP Calculator” for an estimate, 
which you can find by visiting www.ssa.gov/benefits/
calculators/.

Whether your wife will be entitled to a “spousal 
boost” to her own Social Security retirement benefit 
depends on how your respective FRA entitlements 
compare and the GPO. The base amount of your wife’s 
spousal boost will be the difference between her pre-
WEP FRA entitlement and 50% of your FRA entitle-
ment. If your wife’s normal FRA entitlement is less 
than 50% of your FRA entitlement, the difference is 
a “spousal boost” added to your wife’s personal SS 
retirement benefit. However, that base spousal boost 
will be reduced if taken before your wife reaches her 
FRA and even further reduced by the GPO (the GPO 
reduction will be 2/3rds your wife’s State of Texas 
pension, e.g., about $667. Any remainder left after 
these reductions to your wife’s spousal boost will be 
added to her own WEP-reduced SS retirement amount, 
but if the remainder is $0 then no spousal boost will 
be given and your wife will get only her WEP-reduced 
Social Security retirement amount.

FYI, Social Security’s WEP and GPO provisions 
apply to anyone, who has a pension earned without 
contributing to Social Security, including many public 
service retirees in the 26 states. which do not par-
ticipate in the federal Social Security program. I’ve 
published numerous articles about how these rules 
affect benefits and also about the rationale behind 
both provisions, which you are welcome to review 
at this AMAC Foundation website by visiting www.
SocialSecurityReport.org.  

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration or any other govern-
mental entity. This article is intended for information 
purposes and does not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opinions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National Social Security 
Association  To submit a question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-security-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for AMAC. 

Turley 
Publications 

Letters to 
the Editor 

Policy
Letters  to the 

editor should be 
350 words or less in 
length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opin-
ions will be pub-
lished. We require 
letter writers to 
include his or her 
town of residence 
and home telephone 
number. We must 
authenticate author-
ship prior to publica-
tion. We reserve the 
right to edit or with-
hold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous 
or contain unsubstan-
tiated allegations, 
personal attacks, 
defamation of char-
acter and offen-
sive language. All 
unknown or alleged 
facts and quotations 
offered by the author 
need to cite credi-
ble, unbiased sourc-
es. Send letters to: 
Barre Gazette, P.O. 
Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005 or via email to 
edowner@turley.com. 
The deadline for sub-
missions is Friday at 
noon.
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The Garden Lady takes 
on squash pollination

Christl, a recent transplant to Belchertown from 
California, wrote in with this question for the Garden 
Lady:

“We are doing the post-mortem on our veggie gar-
den and we had an issue with our butternut squash.  

Last year we grew butternut from seed and had 
some lovely fruit that lasted most of the winter. This 
year we used the same seed, but the fruit was white 
without the distinctive crookneck shape. 

I’ve cooked some and it is definitely not as sweet, 
but my dog is enjoying the special treats.  I suspect that 
it cross pollinated with something else in the garden.

We also grew two types of cucumbers (which 
despite the rain went gangbuster), Mini cantaloupe 
melons and a yellow summer squash. None of these 
fruits seemed to be affected. 

My question is how to avoid this?  Are there partic-
ular cucurbits that are more likely to cross-pollinate or 
be cross-pollinated?  Is there a certain distance one can 
plant away from each other?  

I was hoping to plant some pumpkins and water-
melon next year, but in light of the butternut, I am 
wary. I may be willing to forego planting some of the 
cucurbits, but cukes are a must and I’d hate to give up 
my melons.  

I have enough room that pumpkins will stay out of 
the veggie garden.”  

Thank you for the wonderful and very timely ques-
tion! First let’s talk about how cross pollination occurs.  

In the simplest of terms, bees carry pollen from 
plant to plant. When fruit forms, and the seeds from 
the fruit are saved and used the following year to start 
new plants, you can sometimes run into trouble and not 
end up with the exact plants you grew the year before.  

We will take melon and cucumbers out of the equa-
tion here - they belong to the genus Cucumis and are 
species melo and sativus respectively. They cannot 
cross pollinate because they are different species.  

Nor can watermelons, since they are a different 
genus and species altogether: Citrullus lanatus. 

The genus Cucurbita, to which squash belongs, has 
five different species. Three of them are commonly 
grown in our climate; one more only occasionally:

•Cucurbita pepo includes summer squash:  zucchini, 
patty pan, and yellow crookneck as well as acorn, del-
icata/dumpling, and spaghetti winter squashes.  Small 
gourds, and most pumpkins also belong to this species.  
Pepos have hard, five-sided ribbed stems.   

•Cucurbita maxima is comprised of banana, butter-
cup, Hubbard winter squash as well as some pumpkins, 
most notably the white pumpkin Lumina and the pretty 
deep orange-red “Cinderella.” Fruit in this species have 
round stems and tend to be on the large side.  They 
often have bumps on their skin and button ends (think 
of a belly-button). Highest carotenoid content when 
mature and sometimes the largest fruit on earth! 

•Cucurbita moschata is comprised of the famil-
iar butternut-type of winter squashes as well as the 
cheese pumpkin, ancient “Seminole,” and many other 

Corrections policy
The Barre Gazette will gladly correct factual 

errors that appear in this paper. Corrections or 
clarifications will always appear on Page 2. To  
request a orrection, send information to Editor 
Ellenor Downer at barrenews@turley.com or call 
978-355-4000. Corrections may also be request-
ed in writing at Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005.
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A nice treat I enjoy when I am desiring a sweet 
is this recipe that I got from my friend Nancy Booth 
many years ago.  

I have made it two times this week as I had all the 
ingredients on hand.  

FUDGE QUICKIES 
2 cups sugar
¼ cup cocoa
¼ cup butter
½ cup milk
3 cups quick oatmeal
½ cup peanut butter
1 teaspoon vanilla
½ cup chopped walnuts
½ cup coconut
½ cup raisins
Fudge Quickies can be made very quickly. I put the 

following in a pot on the stove: 2 cups sugar, 1/4 cup 
cocoa, 1/4 cup butter and 1/2 cup milk. Cook for one 
minutes when it starts to boil.   

In another bowl I put 3 cups quick oatmeal, 1/2 
cup peanut butter, 1 teaspoon vanilla, 1/2 cup chopped 
walnuts, 1/2 cup coconut and 1/2 cup raisins.  

Mix all the ingredients together and put by tea-
spoonful’s on waxed paper on a cookie sheet. Cool.  
Makes about 4 1/2 dozen depending on how large you 
make them. They are yummy.  

This and That
I haven’t been anywhere and did not go to the flea 

market this week. My legs and balance are not good.  I 
do not want to fall.

My handyman’s friend made us a large canning jar 
of delicious chicken soup. She minced the carrots and 
shredded the chicken and Ken was especially pleased 
with it and had two helpings.  

I have been picking over my magazines and found 
this recipe for a smoothie, which is suppose to boost 
brain power and I need it.  

SMOOTHIE
1 cup frozen blueberries
2 teaspoons cocoa powder
1 cup milk
dash of vanilla, cinnamon and nutmeg
Blend until smooth frozen blueberries, cocoa pow-

der, milk, vanilla, cinnamon and nutmeg. 
Another smoothie I made was with chocolate syrup, 

milk and vanilla ice cream.  
I have all the plants inside now in preparation for a 

frost. The window sill in the living room is pretty full 
and I have four stands in the front of the sliders with 
larger plants. I have rooted several coleus as I don’t 
plan to bring them in. The white cactus that my friend 
Carol gave me a cutting has grown and has a lot of 
blossoms.  

We have been enjoying seeing wildlife in the back-
yard, but they seem to like my hostas. I hope they will 
come up again next year.  

Serenity Hill Sampler
by Jane McCauley

TA INTERVIEW, 
continued from page 1

PAVILION
continued from page 1

Contact 
Sue Como

413-531-9098

www.BuyRiteHome.com

LAND FOR SALE
Hardwick 1.86 &2 acre lots  $55,000 each
Hardwick 1.23 ac (Septic Des.) $49,900
Hardwick 4A  600’ frtg $79,900
Monson ½ A  town util $59,900
Monson 28+ acres (poss. Lots) $259,900
New Braintree  4+A (Septic Des.) $56,000
New Salem 5.8 acres  $94,900
N. Brookfield 5+ acres $49,900
Sturbridge 11+ acres Town Util  $149,900
Sturbridge 11+ acres Waterfrt  Call for details
Ware  11+ Acres (perc) $65,000
Warren  4.5+Acres (perc)  $31,500
Warren  22+ acres  (perc) $89,900

Many of the lots have perc tests, 
some have septic designs.

CALL FOR DETAILS
 AND LOCATIONS.

Have a parcel to sell? 

WARE:  Set on 4+ acres multi use brick building set 
just outside of town. Some rental income, 3 phase 
power, overhead doors. $350,000.  Call for details or 
private tour.  Don’t miss this opportunity if you need 
more space for  your company at an affordable price.

PALMER:  Retail Rental Space Available. 
Main Street location. $1,000 per month

SCHOOL VAN DRIVERS
Monson - Palmer $19.50/hr. 

WE WILL TRAIN & LICENSE YOU 
FOR SCHOOL START! 

Paid sick time, Paid FMLA, 
Paid holidays.

Work the school schedule, 
split shifts. 

JP MCCARTHY BUS
email jobs@mccarthybus.com

text or call 413-544-8737

employees with a welcome pack-
age. She her first few days would 
be to get to know all the employ-
ees and department heads. She said  
communication was key.

Chair Marshall said Martin 
showed the candidate showed 
great attention to detail and she 
had more supervising experi-
ence than she originally thought. 
She said she would like to check 
with people at the bank where 
she worked and the Interim Town 
Administrator would check with 
the Town Administrator in the 
town where she presently works.

T h e  I n t e r i m  T o w n 

Administrator recommended the 
board hire a part-time Human 
Resources person to make sure the 
upcoming employee evaluations 
and other personnel matters were 
done properly. The town current-
ly is still in mediation with the 
police union. Chair Marshall said 
she had lots of experience in that 
area and would stay involved with 
union contracts. She also said the 
board must invest in training and 
support for her to be successful 
and must work to have her first 90 
days supported. 

Select Board Vice Chair John 
Dixson said Rutland was looking 
for a part-time Human Resources 
person and the Interim Town 
Administrator said another town 

had an ad for such a position. 
Regionalizing with an another 
town for HR was a possibility. 

T h e  B o a r d  i n s t r u c t e d 
Municipal Resources, Inc., the 
consulting firm they hired to con-
tact additional references and do a 
background check. Chair Marshall 
said they would make a decision 
at their next meeting about the 
Town Administrator position.

Editor’s Note: The Barre 
Select Board did offer the Town 
Administrator position to Tammy 
Martin and to enter into negoti-
ations with her at their Monday, 
Oct. 16 meeting. The vote was 
two to one in favor with Select 
Board member Mark Regienus 
voting no.

voting and discussion had during 
the July 18 meeting.

Smith said people were pur-
posely blocked from attending the 
Zoom meeting and that it wasn’t a 
glitch or a technical failure.

“If the Board is trying to appear 
neutral on this landfill matter in 
particular, it isn’t working very 
well,” Smith said. 

Board of Health requests
Board of Heath Chair Judith 

Kohn asked the Select Board to 
assist her in having the various 
water commissioners complete 
forms needed to join a PFAS (per- 
and polyfluoroalkyl substances) 
settlement. 

Kemp said the water com-
missions for Gilbertville or 
Wheelwright are both private 
entities, and the Select Board 
does not have jurisdiction over 
them. She suggested having 
another member of the Board 
of Health reach out to the water 
commissioners. 

Kohn also requested that the 
Board of Health Clerk’s hours be 
increased from eight to 12 hours a 
week. The increase in hours would 
need to be approved by voters at a 
town meeting.

Kohn said the Board of Health 
has six new volunteers in town, 
all with medical backgrounds. She 
said they make up the Physicians 
Advisory Panel.

“They can help determine the 
health effects, scientifically, of 
everything that’s happening,” she 
said. 

Landfill concerns
Kohn also shared her con-

cerns as a member of the Board 
of Health, about the draft Host 
Community Agreement received 
from the Casella regarding expan-
sion of the landfill on Patrill 
Hollow Road, as well as the health 
effects of solid waste on the com-
munity.

“It’s in our face,” Kohn said. 
“And I’m nervous about what my 
role is.”

Kohn said she has received 
mixed messages in her research 
about the Board of Health’s role 
during the site assignment process. 

Kohn requested that the Board 
of Health be granted permission to 
speak with town counsel KP Law 
about the Board’s role in this pro-
cess. She said the Board of Health 
would pay for the legal fees from 
its budget.

She said the Select Board, 
Board of Health and KP Law could 
meet together.

Select Board members Kemp 
and Clerk Eric Vollheim agreed 
that this was a good idea to con-
sider.

Class I, II and III fees
Town Administrator Nicole 

Parker said the town’s annual 
Class I, II and II fees are set at $50, 
compared to neighboring towns at 
$100-200. She proposed the fees 
be raised to $100.

The Select Board approved the 
recommendation to increase the 
fees to $100.

Christmas on the Common
Christmas on the Common 

Committee member Angelique 
Broussard said talked about the 
event, which is scheduled for 
Sunday, Nov. 26 from 3-7 p.m.

This year, there will be vendors, 
a hot chocolate bar, s’mores and 
more. There will also be calendars 
and hats for sale.

Broussard said the benches on 
the town common need refinish-
ing and the marble fountain needs 
cleaning. She asked the Select 
Board for permission to clean the 
fountain using the appropriate 
cleaning supplies. 

“We hope everybody comes out 
to Christmas on the Common,” 
Broussard said.

Operation Poinsettias
Kemp said she is accepting 

donations to pay for 270 poin-
settias to be delivered to senior 

citizens in town for the annual 
“Operation Poinsettias.”

She said there is $516 left over 
from last year’s drive, and she will 
need about $1,400 total to purchase 
this year’s deliveries. 

She said any donation amount is 
welcome and she also needs volun-
teers to help deliver the poinsettias 
on Sunday, Nov. 26 from 11 a.m.-
noon.

Donations can be mailed to P.O. 
Box 296, Hardwick, MA 01037 
with checks payable to Kelly 
Kemp.

Special Town Meeting
The Select Board set the spe-

cial  town meet ing date  for 
Thursday, Nov. 2 at 6 p.m., to be 
held at the Myron E. Richardson 
Municipal Building, 307 Main St., 
Gilbertville. 

Special municipal employee
Vollheim said after attending 

ethics training, he learned that he 
can’t be compensated for both the 
Emergency Management Director 
and Select Board unless he is 
designated a special municipal 
employee.

The Select Board will vote on 
giving Vollheim this designation at 
its next meeting. 

USDA update
Parker said the U.S. Department 

of Agriculture project to upgrade 
the town’s wastewater system is 
“really moving forward rapidly” 
with predrilling of ledge taking 
place on Oct. 18. and the wet well 
delivery on Nov. 2.

She said the bid opening for the 
Wheelwright wastewater treatment 
plant will be Oct. 25 at 2 p.m. 

Boiler update
Parker said the safety was 

ins ta l led  on  the  Munic ipa l 
Building’s boiler on Oct. 11, which 
will shut the pump off if the water 
goes above a certain amount.

She said it is not a permanent 
fix. She said an alarm could also 
be installed that would send alerts 
to town employees’ phones if there 
were a boiler issue. 

HARDWICK, 
continued from page 1

were donations from local busi-
nesses and individuals, as well as 
grants received from the town of 
Hubbardston’s American Rescue 
Plan Act and the Barre Savings 
Bank Charitable Foundation. 

The Club received a tremen-
dous amount of support from

local construction companies, 
contractors, and lumber compa-
nies, who donated

their goods and/or services. 
Every Hubbardston Lions Club 
member pitched in,

working diligently over the 
course of the Summer sanding, 
staining, tooling and

building to bring this ambi-
tious project to fruition. Literally 
everyone pitched in.

Jason Guertin said, “It was 
an honor to lead this effort 
to give back to the commu-
nity that has given so much to 
us. Our members came together 
to turn this vision into a reality 
for Hubbardston.”.The ‘Pavilion 

project’ was truly a community 
project. Close to 50 Lions and 
community members volunteered 
their time, their efforts and their 
skills to see the project through.

The Hubbardston Lions Club 
used the pavilion as a centerpiece 
in its annual Field Day festivities 
on Sept. 16. The public had an 
opportunity to sit and enjoy their 
barbecue chicken dinners and 
snacks under the pavilion for the 
very first time.

On Sunday, Oct. 1, 2023, the 
formal dedication ceremony was 
held at 4 p.m. More than 100 
guests and citizens showed up 
to watch the Hubbardston Lions 
Club donate the pavilion to the 
town of Hubbardston. Lions Club 
President Kellianne Iacaboni 
stated “It is rewarding to see 
our members’ hard work come 
to fruition, as we officially hand 
over this substantial pavilion for 
all to enjoy for years to come.”. 
She then presented the pavilion 
to the town of Hubbardston and 
handed a large, ceremonial “key 
to the pavilion” to Select board 

members Katie Young and Kris 
Pareago, who also happens to be 
a Lion.

Attendees included State 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D o n a l d 
Berthiaume, Town Administrator 
Nathan Boudreau, former State 
Senator Steve Brewer and Lions 
Club District 33A Zone Chair 
Barry Alman.

The goal was to provide the 
Town of Hubbardston with a 
pavilion complete with outdoor 
picnic tables, however monies 
ran short. With the help, encour-
agement and guidance of Lions 
Club District 33A Governor 
Curt Jameson, the Hubbardston 
Lions Club submitted a grant 
application to the Lions Club 
International Fund to acquire the 
benches. 

The Hubbardston Lions Club 
is pleased to announce that LCIF 
has agreed to fund the grant and 
in the spring, there will be a total 
of ten picnic tables in place in the 
pavilion, two of which have can-
tilevered ends to allow for wheel-
chair accessibility.

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for our waiting list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

BESSIE,
continued from page 1

Pastor Margaret Keyser offi-
ciated at the service. Over a 
dozen members of the Swingin’ 
Singin’ Seniors sang several 
musical selections. Bessie sang 
in the group for years. Selections 
included “Morning Has Broken,” 
“I Fly Away” and “Let There Be 
Peace on Earth.”

Several members of the Red 
Hat Society attended the service 
for their past member. They sport-
ed the society’s signature “red 
hats.”

Her daughter, Jane Difley 

and granddaughter, Alise Jordan 
both shared some memories of 
their mother and grandmother, 
respectively. Her daughter said 
her mother loved ice cream and 
knew where the location every 
ice cream stand in Central 
Massachusetts. 

Several others shared a mem-
ory of Bessie Difley. Lynn 
Hartman recalled going for a 
parent teacher conference. When 
Lynn agreed with Bessie’s assess-
ment that her daughter was not 
a “model” student, Bessie said 
you are the “first parent, who ever 
agreed with me.” 

The front of the program fea-

tured a photo of her when she 
was the marshal of the Christmas 
in Barre parade held on a cold, 
December Saturday in 2017. 
She was dressed warmly with a 
knitted hat, warm coat waving to 
parade goers with a hand covered 
in a red mitten.

The photo on the back was a 
more recent photo of her sitting 
outside holding a card. The cap-
tion under the photo read, “When 
someone you love becomes a 
memory, the memory becomes a 
treasure.”

Bessie Difley was not only a 
“treasure” to her family, but to her 
friends and the Barre community.

PETERSHAM  – Harvard 
Forest Fisher Museum, 324 North 
Main St., will host Dr. Chris 
Field of Stanford University for 
a free, public lecture in the Fisher 
Museum on Friday, Oct. 20 from 
11 a.m.-noon.  

The  p resen ta t ion ,  “The 
Changing Landscape of Western 
Wildfire Risk,” will also be live-
streamed online and recorded. 

Dr. Field is the second annual 
presenter of Harvard University’s 
Charles Bullard Lectures—a 
series established by Harvard 
Forest in 2022 to honor and 
learn from distinguished schol-
ars of forest ecology and con-
servation. Every autumn, the 
invited Bullard lecturer will pres-
ent in both Cambridge and in 
Petersham. 

F i e ld ’s  p r e sen t a t i on  i n 
Petersham will focus on wild-
fires in the American West, which 
have exploded in frequency and 

scale in recent years, leading to 
hundreds of lost lives, billions of 
dollars in property losses, and, 
for many people, a fundamental 
rethinking about the prospects for 
the region. Factors such as cli-
mate change, fuels management 
and the number of people living 
in fire-prone regions all interact 
to increase risk.

The talk will cover some 
of the options for wildfire risk 
reduction that are reasonably 
well understood and ready to 
deploy, as well as other options 
that require not only more 
research but also deep conversa-
tions about human/environment 
interfaces. The presentation will 
touch on related risk-reduction 
issues including strategic reloca-
tion, redesigning the urban-wild 
land interface and changing the 
fundamental character of ecosys-
tems.

Chris Field is the Perry 

L. McCarty Director of the 
Stanford Woods Institute for the 
Environment. Prior to his 2016 
appointment at the Stanford 
Woods Institute, Field was a 
staff member at the Carnegie 
Institution for Science (1984-
2002) and founding director of 
the Carnegie’s Department of 
Global Ecology (2002-2016). 

The Harvard Forest wel-
comes individuals with disabili-
ties to participate in its programs 
and activities. If people require 
accommodations or have ques-
tions about the event, they may 
call Clarisse Harhey, Director of 
Outreach, at 978-756-6157 or 
email hart3@fas.harvard.edu. 

To attend the October 20 event 
online, to access the recording 
after the event and to learn more 
about Field’s October 19 presen-
tation in Cambridge, people may 
visit https://environment.harvard.
edu/bullard-lectures.

Renowned scientist to speak 
on Western wildfires Oct. 20

Congregational Church lists upcoming event
RUTLAND –  The  F i r s t 

Congrega t iona l  Church  o f 
Rutland, 264 Main Street, Route 
122A will hold a Coffee House on 
Thursday, Oct. 19 at 7 p.m. 

Participants will enjoy coffee 
and music by church musician, 
Hans Betancourth and friends. 
This event is free and will contin-
ue on the third Thursdays of the 
month. All are welcome.

The church wi l l  hold  a 

Halloween Party on Sunday, Oct. 
29 at 1 p.m. This is free and open 
to all. There will games, food and 
fun.

The First  Congregational 
Church of Rutland will also hold 
its annual drive through turkey 
supper on Saturday, Nov. 4 from 
5-6:30 p.m. The cost is $15 per 
meal and includes turkey with 
gravy, mashed potatoes, green 
beans, butternut squash, stuff-

ing, rolls and butter and apple 
crisp. People should call the 
church office at 508-886-4453 by 
Saturday, Oct 21 to reserve a meal 
and pick up time. 

Worship services are held 
Saturdays at 4:30 p.m. and 
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. 
with the exception of Sunday, 
Oct. 22 there will be no 8:30 
a.m. service and no service on 
Saturday, Nov. 4   at 4:30 p.m.
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THURSDAY, OCT. 19
CIRCLE OF SONG REHEARSALS are held every 

Thursday night, at the Barre Town Hall, Exchange 
Street, Barre. The choral group of 23 years sings in 
four-part harmony and often in other languages. People 
may email julie@mhof.net or call 978-257-1192 for 
more information. They preform several concerts 
during the year. New members are always welcome. 
Membership dues are sliding scale from $25 per year 
for students and $40 - $70 for adults according to abil-
ity to pay. 

ORANGE FARMERS MARKET will hold the last 
market of the season today from 3-6 p.m. at the Orange 
Armory, 135 East Main St., Orange. Vendors offer a full 
range of Farmers Market products: veggies (in season), 
flowers, baked goods, annual and perennial plants, 
herbal remedies, milk and ice cream, soaps, craft items 
and more. Music entertainment will also take place at 
the market thanks to an Orange Cultural Council grant. 
The Salvation Army hosts the concession stand at the 
park and proceeds are used to send area children to 
summer camp.

YULETIDE CRAFT FAIR sponsored by the 
Rutland Friends of the Council on Aging seeks vendors 
for the annual Yuletide Craft Fair on Saturday, Nov. 18 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Senior/Community Center, 
on 53 Glenwood Road, Rutland. If interested, they 
should call 508-886-7945.

BARRE FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION will 
take place today from 5:30-7 p.m.. In order to maintain 
safe physical distances between volunteers and between 
volunteers and clients Oct. 19 will again be  “drive-
through” style distributions. Clients will line up in their 
vehicles on Park Street and proceed into the right hand 

(east) entrance driveway of the Barre  Congregational 
Church.  They will remain in their cars.  They’ll drive 
up and be checked in by a volunteer, then continue up 
to the church building where their groceries will be put 
into the trunk or wayback of their vehicle by volunteers 
at multiple stations.

COFFEE HOUSE sponsored by the First 
Congregational Church of  Rutland, 264 Main St., 
Route 122A, Rutland, will be held today at 7 p.m. 
Participants will enjoy coffee and music by church 
musician, Hans Betancourth and friends. This event 
is free and will continue on the third Thursdays of the 
month. All are welcome.

FRIDAY, OCT. 20
NIGHTMARE ON MAIN STREET, a haunted 

house experience will take place today from 6-10 pm. 
At the Emilia K. Hope Community Center, 173 North 
Main Street, North Brookfield. Advance tickets are now 
on sale for $10 and are available by visiting coalition-
foraheslthynb.org. Tickets are $12 at the door.

SUPPORT GROUP for grandparent raising 
grandchildren will be held today from 9:30-11 a.m. 
at Worcester Family Resource Center, 20 Cedar St., 
Worcester. This group meets the third Friday of every 
month. People should call 508-796-1411 or email yiw-
frycyouice@sevenhillsorg to register or for more infor-
mation.

SATURDAY, OCT. 21
BARRE FARMERS MARKET is held every 

Saturday from 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. on the Barre 
Common, Barre. The market runs through October and 
includes farmers, crafters, artisans and more.

TURKEY SUPPER RESERVATION DEADLINE is 
today for the annual drive through turkey supper

on Saturday, Nov. 4 from 5-6:30 p.m. The cost is 
$15 per meal and includes turkey with gravy, mashed 
potatoes, green beans, butternut squash, stuffing, rolls 
and butter and apple crisp. People should call the 
church office at 508-886-4453 for reservations and 
pickup time.

SPOOKFEST sponsored by the Coalition for a 
Healthy North Brookfield invites people to a Halloween 
celebration and Haunted House today from 11 a.m.-
3 p.m. located by North Brookfield High School, 10 
New School Drive, North Brookfield. There will be a 
food truck festival, Maker’s Market (vendors), Trunk 
or Treat, costume contest and prizes, ticketed fun zone 
with bounce house, petting zoo, pumpkin painting, 
exclusive games, hay pile prizes and more. Fun Zone 
wristband tickets are $5 per person in advance and $7 
at the door.

DESIGNER PANCAKE BREAKFAST sponsored 
by Cradle Rock Order of Eastern Star will be held 
today from 7:30-10:30 a.m. at the Masonic Lodge Hall, 
71 Pleasant St., Barre. Cost is $9 per adult and $6 for 
children under 10 years of age. People may design their 
special pancake. Full breakfast includes; pancakes, waf-
fles, sausage gravy and biscuits, bacon, sausage, juice 
and coffee. All are welcome to attend.

NEW BRAINTREE CHURCH FUNDRAISER will 
be held today at the New Braintree Town Hall, 20 
Memorial Drive, New Braintree at 2 p.m. There will 
be a wide variety of items for sale; gift certificates 
galore and many fun items sold in box lots or individ-
ually. It will be a great afternoon of socializing and 
entertainment and a wonderful opportunity to do some 
Christmas shopping.  At this point, they are still collect-
ing items for this event and will accept any gently used 
items large or small to add to the long list of items the 
church will be selling. People may call Joanne Harder 
at 1-508-981-4786 for pickup or questions. Plan on 
visiting the café for a bite to eat or drink. This event 
is family friendly and some items will be for differ-
ent ages. Pokémon cards might make an appearance 
Parents, spouses, children, neighbors and friends are 
invited for a “different” kind of fun while helping pay 
the bills at that beautiful church building on the hill.  

SUNDAY, OCT. 22
ETHAN K QUARTET CONCERT sponsored by the 

Princeton Arts Society will be held today at 1 p.m. in 
the First Congregational Church, 14 Mountain Road, 
Princeton.The concert is free. All are welcome. A $10 
donation is appreciated. While the band’s repertoire 
ranges from “straight-ahead” to modern groove-orient-
ed jazz, this performance will concentrate on the classic 
standards of composers like George Gershwin, Cole 
Porter, Duke Ellington and others.Ethan Kaczowka 
(AKA Ethan K) is a jazz guitarist from greater Boston 
who studied at Berklee College of Music with addi-
tional instruction from Ed Lucie, Steve Kirby, Richie 
Hart and Peter Bernstein.The quartet includes pianist/
keyboardist Evan Waaramaa, bassist Greg Toro, and 
drummer David Andrew Moore. 

MANY VOICES MECHANICS HALL YOUTH 
SINGERS CONCERT will take place today at 4 p.m. 
at Mechanics Hall, 321 Main St., Worcester. Tickets are 
free - $5. The Singers will present their performance 
entitled “Legacy.” Rooted in themes surrounding per-
sistence, inner strength, and empowerment, Legacy 
champions each singer as they overcome every pos-
sible obstacle. It recognizes their capacity to change 
the world for the very best. Each member will realize 
their ability to create a legacy built upon strong morals, 
hard work and love for one another. Musical selections 
include “Hall of Fame,” “True Colors; “ “Shine Like 
Stars” and the world premiere of their new anthem 
“Many Voices, One Song.” 

MONDAY, OCT. 23
STORY TIME will be held at he New Braintree 

Public Library, 45 Memorial Drive, New Braintree 
today at 9 a.m. This reading and crafts program for 
preschool children is held twice a month on Mondays 
at the library. The New Braintree fire department will 
bring a fire truck to story hour in recognition of Fire 
Prevention Week. Today will feature “Halloween Mice” 
by Bethany Roberts and “It is Halloween” by Laura 
Appleton-Smith. Parental supervision is required. 
People may call the library at 508-867-7650 during reg-
ular business for more information. 

SATURDAY, OCT. 28
CRAWDAD RETURNS to American Legion Post 

#2, 450 South Barre Road, Barre today at 2 p.m. People 
are invited to come in and hear the band. Entry fee is 
nonperishable food items for those who need some 
assistance.  

Calendar of Events

Where is 
this?

This week’s mystery photo 
is from Oakham. If any read-
ers know where this photo 
was taken, they may email 
edowner@turley.com or call 
the Barre Gazette at 413-967-
3505, extension 100 with their 
answer by noon on Monday, 
Oct. 21. The names of those 
that correctly guessed the 
location will appear in the 
following edition. Stephen 
Craven and Evelyn Luukko 
correct ly  ident i f ied the 
photo. The photo last week 
was of the trailhead for the 
Wendumuth Trail on West 
Brookf ie ld  Road,  North 
Brookfield.

Turley Publications Photo by Ellenor Downer

1 SWIMMING POOLS
108 Main St. (Rt. 32)
South Barre
508-882-3913
978-355-6465

VACATION IN YOUR BACKYARD
Two Types of In-Ground/Above Ground Pools

In-Ground Liner Replacements • Heaters
Service • Chemicals & Supplies • Water Testing

2 INSURANCE

BUSINESS • AUTO • HOME • LIFE
Insurance AgencyMOULTON

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

Ware
143 West Street
413-967-3327

Belchertown
45 N. Main Street
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com

7

2

5

4

3

YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

RELIABLERELIABLE
DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

5 PLUMBING & HEATING

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING NEEDS
SIZEABLE REBATES MAY BE AVAILABLE TO YOU

CALL US TO DISCUSS HEATING EQUIPMENT UPGRADES
www.becplumbing.com

Warren, MA 413-436-0076        Ware, MA 413-967-0076

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

7 HEATING OIL & A/CThree (3) Spot Colors Version
PANTONE Blue 072 C          PANTONE 278 C          PANTONE 485 C          PANTONE 485 C @70%

• FUEL • SERVICE 24/7
• INSTALLATION • AIR CONDITIONING

508•867•7447 • ShermanOil.com
CHECK YOUR A/C TODAY & BEAT THE HEAT!

3 PAINTING & PAPERING

SABLACK
PAINTING & PAPERING

Professional Workmanship
Interior & Exterior • Residential & Commercial

PaPer Hanging • Drywall Service

ceramic Tile

Free eSTimaTeS • Fully inSureD

Warren, MA        (413) 436-7686

ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS HERE ON

Local Home 
Pros

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE

        HOME, YARD, GARAGE6

For All Your Yard, Garden & Garage Needs
Become A Member & Save Money!

Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031
413-477-6913 • www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM; Sat 8AM-4PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

6

4 TREE SERVICE

1

8 CABINET SALES

Kitchen / Bath
Design / Sales / Installation

Call to schedule an appointment
In home or showroom774-366-5517

mitawoodworking@aol.com

We Sell Cabinets

8
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Tahanto gets win over Quabbin
B A R R E  –  L a s t 

Tuesday, Colin Hammon 
scored Quabbin’s lone 
goal in a 3-1 loss to 
Tahanto High School. 
The Panthers fell to 2-9 
on the season.

Turley photos by Ray Duffy

Jenkins Miller comes down with a head ball.

Gavin Majoy dribbles past a Tahanto defender

Alijah Flint makes a save look easy.

Boys cross
country defeated

Turley photos by Ray Duffy

Bailey Burke starts up “The 
Hill.”

BARRE – Last week, Quabbin 
boys cross country was defeated as a 
team by Tyngsborough 23-34. While 
the Panthers were not victorious, 

Ryan Wing was as he won the race 
overall. He took first place with a 
time of 19:34. The Panthers are 0-6 
on the season.

Mike Tobin advances the ball down the sideline.Anthony Quartarone with a kick pass to Adam Blouin.

Ryan Wing coming down the 
homestretch to take first.

Turley photos by Ray Duffy

Abigail Rogowski passes 
past a Leominster player 
as Kylie Casey follows up.

Cagers fall to Nipmuc
in fall league action

WHITINSVILLE – The 
Quabbin cagers may have 
been downed by Nipmuc but 
they played the entire game 
with the message that they 
were absolutely not out.

Quinn Geary poured in 14 
points and Kyle Clark added 
9 more but the duo’s efforts 
were not enough to overcome 
a 49-32 loss to Nipmuc at 
the Whitinsville Community 
Center gym.

The Quabbin cagers fell 
short offensively as Nipmuc, 
a physical and skilled team 
in the forward position used 
their size to pull away early. 
They managed to keep the 
lead throughout the fall league 
game.

Quabbin coaches Tim 
Hay and Luke Brownell were 
joined on the sideline by now 
assistant coach Mark Halaby. 
The UMass-Lowell attendee 
was a significant contributor 
to the Quabbin varsity team this 
past season particularly excelling as 
one of the premier defensive play-
ers in Central Mass.

Offense was difficult to gener-
ate this game as the strategy seem-
ingly employed by Nipmuc was 
to double both Geary and Clark 
when they  touched the ball. The 
two emerging juniors were able 
to account for over two thirds 
the Quabbin offensive output. 
The coaches are  encouraging the 
younger players to continue the 
aggressive approach to the basket 
and take advantage of the march 
to the free  throw line. The phys-
ical play directed at Clark in the 

low post  was allowed by the offi-
cials but the Clark never relent-
ed in establishing his territory in 
the paint. He  earned over  half his 
points from the foul line and by 
most observers account should have 
been there much more often. It was 
an impressive display of toughness 
for Clark and also an opportunity 
for Geary to display that trait which 
he did as well.

Geary was also met with a wall 
of defenders but the swingman still 
managed the lead the team in scor-
ing and establish  himself and one 
of the ‘go-to’ players on this team. 

The backcourt for this game 

Annabelle Magille collides with the goalie while taking a shot.

BARRE – Last Monday 
afternoon, Quabbin field hockey 
suffered a setback with a 1-0 
loss against Leominster. The 
lone goal in the game came with 
12 minutes remaining in the 
game. Quabbin was not able to 
break through and tie the game. 
The Panthers are now 7-4-3 and 
have qualified for the state tour-
nament.

Burke leads way for Pathfinder football
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

T H O R N D I K E — D u r i n g 
the first five weeks of the 
high school football season, 
Pathfinder Tech senior William 
Burke was a cornerback. 

Burke saw his first action at 
the running back position against 
Tri-County League rival Drury 
last Friday night. 

Burke scored the first rush-
ing touchdown of his varsity 
career late in the fourth quarter. 
It turned out to be the difference 
maker, as the Pioneers pulled out 
an exciting 26-18 victory over 
the Blue Devils at St Joesph’s 
Park.   

“When I scored my first 
touchdown of the season, it was 

just an amazing feeling,” said 
Burke, who rushed for a total 
of 73 yards on 10 carries in the 
home game. “I was a tight-end 
last year, but this was the first 
time that I’ve been a running 
back.”       

Pathfinder head coach Bill 
Darling is very glad that he and 
his coaching staff decided to 
move Burke to running back. 

“Most of our running backs 
are either freshmen or sopho-
mores. We just needed to make a 
change at that position,” Darling 
said. “Billy is a solid football 
player and he’s a very hard work-
er. I just thought it was awesome 
when he scored that touchdown 
late in the fourth quarter.”  

Panthers 
suffer 

shutout 
loss

Julianna Stanger makes a save for the Panthers.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibell

William Burke powers through the middle. See BASKETBALL, page 8See PATHFINDER, page 9

Submitted photo

Zeke Santoro looks to get by his 
defender and to the basket.
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Sports Education
News from the Quabbin
Regional School District

From the desk of
Colleen Mucha,
Interim Superintendent 
of QRSD

On Thursday,  Oct.12,  the 
Quabbin Regional School District 
School Committee voted unani-
mously to appoint two student rep-
resentatives to serve on the com-
mittee for the 2023-2024 school 
year.  

Oakham School Committee 
member, Walter Nutter, brought 
the proposal forward during last 
school year. Nutter stated that “the 
school committee has the pleasure 
of seeing students from the ele-
mentary, middle and high schools 
report on their experiences at 
almost every monthly school com-
mittee meeting, and we are always 
very impressed with those students. 
We knew there were capable, well 
spoken high school students, who 
could offer their perspectives as 
student representatives on our com-
mittee.”

Barre School Committee mem-
ber, Lee Wolanin shared “the 
sub-committee and administra-
tion thought it important to review 
some different approaches taken 
by other school systems regarding 
their student reps. We decided that 
except for voting ability and exec-
utive sessions, the students will be 
fully accepted with all the rights/
duties as school committee mem-
bers. They’ll even get their own 
nameplates for our meetings.”

The two representatives are 
Nicholas Whitelaw, Class of 2024 
and Isabel Coviello, Class of 2025.  
Both students are members of the 
Student Advisory Council and they 
each serve as officers of the Central 
Mass Regional Advisory Council. 
Whitelaw is chair of the committee 

and Coviello is the communication 
coordinator. Holding these posi-
tions then allows them to serve on 
the State Student Advisory Council 
as well. 

Being active members of these 
councils is a big commitment. Both 
students attend monthly meet-
ings that are held in Hudson and 
Malden and it is time that they are 
really enjoying. They serve on the 
Career Education and Preparation 
Committee. Coviello shares that 
being a council member allows for 
a “good demonstration of student 
leadership” and adds “it gives us 
credibility and allows us to imple-
ment positive change in our dis-
trict.”

While it seems just serving on 
the advisory councils would be 
plenty for these students to man-
age, both were thrilled to become 
members of the Quabbin Regional 
School District School Committee.  
Whitelaw shared that he is look-
ing forward to “bringing the work 
that they do on the advisory coun-
cils to the school committee and 

ultimately into our school system 
to improve education across the 
state.”  He is also thinking beyond 
his short term on the school com-
mittee. “I want this to continue 
after I’m gone and graduated. I 
want to see other students step into 
the role and for traditions and pro-
cesses to continue.” 

Coviello will have the oppor-
tunity to remain on the school 
committee for two years. She is 
excited to “see an up close look at 
how the district is run.”  She shares 
that “students don’t always know 
what is going on” and “they do not 
always understand what challenges 
can get in the way.” She states that 
students are told “to dream as big 
as you want” and by being on the 
school committee this will “allow 
for a better look.” 

With Whitelaw and Coviello 
as active members of the QRSD 
School Committee, there is no 
doubt that they will raise up the 
voices of our students and work 
with the Committee to continue to 
push the QRSD to greater heights. 

Join us
We’ll Match your Savings*

Starts this October.
Improve your 

financial health 
and earn while

your learn. 

Call 
413-497-4407

Quaboag Valley Community Development Corporation
23 West Main Street, Suite 1, Ware, MA 01082 • qvcdc.org

*Up to a certain amount. You must meet income guidelines.
The Quaboag Valley CDC is an equal opportunity employer lender and provider and does not discriminate on the basis of age, color, disability, family/parental status, 
national origin, race, religion, sex, gender identity (including expression), sexual orientation, marital status, income derived from public assistance programs, political 
beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation, for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.

Railers fall to Mariners in opener
AUBURN, ME – The Worcester 

Railers HC  (0-1-0-0, 0pts) fell to 
the  Maine Mariners  (1-0-0-0, 
2pts), on Friday night by the final 
score of 4-2 at Norway Savings 
Bank Arena. The Railers are at the 
Fidelity Bank Worcester Ice Center 
against the Maine Mariners on 
Saturday, October 14th at 7:05 p.m. 
EST. 

Maine started the game with 
two quick goals in the first from 
Ethan Keppen (2-0-2) and Wyllum 
Deveaux (1-0-1) to grab a 2-0 lead 
through one period. Worcester got 
on the board in the second thanks 
to Zach White’s tip in front to make 
it 2-1. The Railers and Mariners 
traded goals midway through the 
second, as Jimmy Lambert (1-1-2) 
for Maine put the Mariners up 3-1 
just before Jake Pivonka (1-0-1) 
got the Railers back to within one. 
Keppen scored the only goal of the 
third, as Maine would go on to beat 
Worcester 4-2 on Friday night. 

The Mariners poured on the 
offense in a hurry to open the first, 

scoring twice in the first 3:06 of the 
game. Ethan Keppen (1st) finished 
off a cross-ice passing sequence 
from Tyler Drevitch   to beat 
Tikkanen far-side and make it 1-0 
Mariners. Wyllum Deveaux simi-
larly capped off an up-ice rush with 
a backdoor tap-in past Tikkanen off 
a feed from Reid Stefanson (1st) 
to make it 2-0 Mariners. Former 
Railer Jimmy Lambert was in the 
lineup for the Mariners and man-
aged to record the secondary assist 
on Deveaux’s goal. Shots in the 
first favored Worcester 14-6.  

Zach White (1st) got Worcester 
on the board early in the second 
with his first as a Railer. John 
Copeland unleashed a shoul-
der-high shot from the point that 
White redirected past Starrett to 
make it 2-1 Maine. Lambert (1st) 
recorded his second point of the 
night as he beat Tikkanen with 
8:01 to go in the second, and put 
Maine back up by two, 3-1. Just 19 
seconds later, Jake Pivonka (1st) 
got Worcester back to within one 

off assists from Riley Piercey and 
Ashton Calder. The second peri-
od came to an end at 3-2, with 
Worcester continuing to outshoot 
the Mariners 12-11. The Railers led 
in shots through two at 26-17.  

Intensity & physicality esca-
lated midway through the third 
period. Mike Higgins and Cole 
Dubinsky dropped the gloves in 
response to a check on Worcester’s 
Artyom Kulakov, which left him 
slow to get up. Maine scored first 
in the third when Ethan Keppen 
(2nd) found the puck alone far 
side off a feed from Stefanson to 
beat Tikkanen and make it 4-2. 
Worcester went on the power play 
late in the game with 1:46 remain-
ing as Connor Doherty was sent to 
the box two minutes for roughing. 
Kulakov then dropped the gloves 
with Doherty, with both players 
ejected for the rest of the game 
after the fight. Neither team would 
score to wrap up the third, as the 
Railers fell 4-2 to Maine to open 
the preseason.  

T-Birds rebound to beat Bruins
S P R I N G F I E L D  –  T h e 

Springfield Thunderbirds (1-1-0-0) 
overcame a subpar second period 
and battled their way to a 4-3 win 
over the Providence Bruins (0-1-0-
1) on Sunday afternoon inside the 
MassMutual Center.

Vadim Zherenko got the nod 
in net for Springfield and picked 
up the win, stopping 38 shots on 
the afternoon. On the other end, 
Brandon Bussi got the start for 
Providence in the net, making 20 
saves on 24 T-Birds attempts. 

After a flurry of chances in the 
Providence zone about halfway 
through the first period, captain 
Matthew Peca got the T-Birds on 
the board first as he knocked a 
rebound home at the 7:48 mark. 
On a seemingly harmless play, 
Wyatt Kalynuk wristed a point shot 
toward Bussi, who appeared like 
he would squeeze it in the glove 
to get a whistle. Instead, the puck 
popped out of his trapper, and 
Springfield kept the puck in the 
zone the next half minute, culmi-
nating in the goal by Peca, which 
came as a sixth attacker was jump-
ing on the ice following a delayed 
Providence penalty.

Peca’s first goal of the season 
would be the only tally of the peri-
od, as the T-Birds marched back 
to their dressing room with a 1-0 
lead. Nathan Walker picked up a 
point for a second straight day, get-

ting credit for the primary helper, 
while Dylan Coghlan accrued his 
first point as a T-Bird with the sec-
ondary assist.

Providence had a golden oppor-
tunity to score five minutes into 
the second frame when Vincent 
Arseneau took advantage of a 
turnover and found teammate 
Joey Abate in the slot, but Abate’s 
shot nailed the post and the score 
remained 1-0. 

The T-Birds had a golden 
opportunity of their own to cap-
italize on with 7:28 to go in the 
second after Zachary Bolduc inter-
cepted an errant pass, but Bolduc 
just missed on the glove side of 
Bussi as the shot sailed over the 
crossbar. 

John Farinacci finally got the 
P-Bruins on the board, hammering 
home a rebound past Zherenko on 
the power play, tying the game up 
at one apiece. 

With just over a minute to play 
in the second, after an unforced 
giveaway in the defensive end 
by Springfield, the Bruins took 
advantage as Farinacci found Luke 
Toporowski for a one-timer in the 
slot, giving the P-Bruins a 2-1 lead 
going into the dressing room. 

It didn’t take long for the 
T-Birds to get even in the third, 
as  Walker recorded his second 
goal of the season just nine sec-
onds into the period to open up the 

scoring, with Adam Gaudette and 
Calle Rosen getting credit with the 
assists. 

Just 4:19 later,  Bolduc joined 
the scoring party on a 2-on-1 rush 
as he rifled home a shot past Bussi 
on the blocker side. The first-round 
pick’s first career pro goal made it 
a 3-2 game.

P r ov i d e n c e  d i d  n o t  g o 
away quietly though, as Marc 
McLaughlin tipped in a Reilly 
Walsh point shot on a Bruins 
power play at the 13:21 mark, 
bringing the game to a 3-3 tie. 

In need of another response, 
and with another delayed penalty 
situation, the top line delivered in 
the clutch. Finding a quiet area in 
the slot area,  Gaudette snapped a 
perfect shot under the crossbar and 
recorded his first of the year and 
second point on the day, making 
it 4-3   with just 4:52 to go in the 
third. 

Despite pulling their goalie and 
several dangerous scoring chances, 
Providence could not tie the score 
and the T-Birds escaped with their 
first victory of the year in thrilling 
fashion.

The T-Birds return to the 
MassMutual Center on Friday to 
complete their season-opening 
three-game homestand as they take 
on the Lehigh Valley Phantoms, 
with puck drop set for 7:05 p.m. at 
the Thunderdome.

was certainly one of the youngest 
to play together and both Hayston 
Hay and Aiden Crane teamed 

up  together. The middle school 
teammates played very well and 
their high level of poise, savvy 
and competitiveness was certain-
ly on display. Although often mis-
matched in height and weight the 

two play very solidly and kept the 
Quabbin cager’s  within  striking 
distance from start to finish. 

Holding the opposition to under 
50 points is a game goal and expec-
tation with the Quabbinians accom-
plishing it once again. 

Next up on the schedule is 
Hopedale. 

Two more  basketball clinics 
have been announced with Roots 
Basketball coming to the Quabbin 
gym on Oct. 24.

It is easy to distinguish those 
players that have been  dili-
gently  attending most, if not all 
the clinics, as their skill  acquisi-
tion development has certain-
ly improved and made it obvi-
ous throughout the summer and fall 
league games.

Submitted photo

Nicholas Whitelaw, Class of 2024, left and Isabel Coviello, 
Class of 2025 are the student representatives to the Quabbin 
Regional School District.

BASKETBALL,
continued from page 7

Submitted photo

Zeke Santoro looks to get by 
his defender and to the 
basket.

Monty Tech named one of Mass Save 
Climate Leaders in state

BOSTON  – The Sponsors of 
Mass Save®  announce the new-
est cohort of Mass Save Climate 
Leaders. 

This distinguished recognition 
honors fourteen recipients across 
Massachusetts for their ongoing 
efforts to curb energy use and lead 
the Commonwealth to a net zero 
future.  

The 2023 Mass Save Climate 
Leaders represent a range of indus-
tries including education, grocery, 
healthcare, hospitality, municipal-
ities and more. Each winner has 
demonstrated a long-term commit-
ment to the environment by lever-
aging incentives offered by the 
Sponsors of Mass Save to curb their 
organization’s greenhouse gas emis-
sions and increase energy efficiency. 

“We are proud to live and work 
in the Commonwealth where we 
have a number of leaders to show 
us the pathway through decarbon-
ization to a net zero future,” said 
Tilak Subrahmanian, Vice President 
of Energy Efficiency and Electric 
Mobility at Eversource. “The 
Sponsors of Mass Save continue 
to see the strong efforts from this 
year’s recipients and their dedica-
tion to honoring their own climate 

goals. We commend them as leaders 
and will continue to support them 
on their path to a decarbonized 
future.” 

Each Climate Leader has imple-
mented operational changes to 
increase energy efficiency. These 
entities have demonstrated commit-
ment to the climate in numerous 
ways, including investment in onsite 
renewable energy, completion of 
a 15,000 LED light fixture, and 
installation of a new energy man-
agement system that automatical-
ly lowers energy usage. Together 
they have saved tens of millions of 
kWh over the past five to ten years. 
For  comparison, an average resi-
dential home in Massachusetts uses 
a little more than 10,000 kWh per 
year. These efforts not only impact 
their communities in a positive 
way but are essential to supporting 
the Commonwealth’s clean energy 
goals. 

“Leading on building decar-
bonization is critical for the 
Commonwealth to meet its climate 
goals. I applaud these 14 institution-
al leaders for their effort.  “DOER 
will continue to work closely with 
the Mass Save Sponsors in support 
of these leaders and look forward 

to celebrating more of their suc-
cesses,” said Elizabeth Mahony, 
Department of Environmental 
Resources Commissioner.

The 2023 Mass Save Climate 
Leaders are Arlington Public 
Schools, Berkshire East Mountain 
Resort , Boston University, City of 
Lowell, Franklin County House of 
Corrections, Harbor View Hotel, 
Liberty Mutual, Montachusett 
Regional Vocational Technical 
School, New England Authentic 
Eats LLC, Northeastern University, 
Shaw’s Supermarkets, State Street 
Corporation, Takeda Pharmaceutical 
Company and Thermo Fisher 
Scientific. 

“ M o n t a c h u s e t t  R e g i o n a l 
Vocational Technical School has 
made numerous investments over 
the last two decades to improve 
energy and operational efficiency 
in their facilities, creating incredible 
savings through installations,” Alec 
O’Meara, Media Relations Manager 
from Unitil. “The school has also 
invested in its students, providing 
instruction which will translate to 
effective implementation in their 
chosen construction  fields as the 
state looks to create a clean energy 
future.” 
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Church News
Local pastors offer sermons

Praise and Worship 
Part 1 

Scripture calls us to praise 
and worship God. However, we 
do well to realize that praise and 
worship are different activities. In 
this opening edition, let us begin 
to explore the theme of praise 
with the following questions and 
answers. Please note: 

Question 1 What is praise? 
Praise is the joyful recounting 

of all that God has done for us; the 
celebration of His workings in the 
earth.  

Question 2 What activities are 
we to recount?  

Consider this excerpt penned by 
the psalmist, David:  

Psalm 103:1-5 (NIV)
1 Praise the Lord, my soul; all 

my inmost being, praise his holy 
name.

2 Praise the Lord, my soul, and 
forget not all his benefits-

3 who forgives all your sins and 
heals all your diseases,

4 who redeems your life from 
the pit and crowns you with love 
and compassion,

5 who satisfies your desires 
with good things so that your youth 
is renewed like the eagle’s. 

When we consider the benefits 
of serving the Lord (pardon, heal-
ing, redemption, renewal, etc.), 
how can we not praise!  

Question 3 Who is under obliga-
tion to praise the Lord?  

Firstly, the angelic hosts are 
called to praise the Lord: 

Psalm 130:20
20 Praise the Lord, you his 

angels,
  you mighty ones who do his 

bidding, who obey his word. 
Secondly, the heavenly bodies 

are called to praise the Lord: 
Psalm 148:3-6 
3 Praise him, sun and moon;  

praise him, all you shining stars.
4 Praise him, you highest heav-

ens and you waters above the skies.
5 Let them praise the name of 

the Lord, for at his command they 
were created,

6 and he established them for 
ever and ever- he issued a decree 
that will never pass away. 

Thirdly, the earth and the inhab-
itants thereof are commanded to 
praise God: 

Psalm 148:7-13
7 Praise the Lord from the earth,  

you great sea creatures and all 
ocean depths,

8 lightning and hail, snow and 
clouds, stormy winds that do his 
bidding,

9 you mountains and all hills,  
fruit trees and all cedars,

10 wild animals and all cattle,  
small creatures and flying birds,

11 kings of the earth and all 
nations, you princes and all rulers 
on earth,

12 young men and women, old 
men and children.

13 Let them praise the name 
of the Lord, for his name alone is 
exalted; his splendor is above the 
earth and the heavens. 

Psalm 150:6a
6 Let everything that has breath 

praise the Lord.  
In the next edition we will fur-

ther explore the matter of praise, 
noting the manner in which we are 
to praise the Lord. Until then, let 
today be a day of celebration for 
what God has done! Thank you for 
taking the time to read this edition. 
Should you have any questions, 
please reach out to me using the 
information below. Moreover, we 
would love to see you in person in 
the days to come. \

Feel free to attend any of our 
upcoming services. Check us out 
online at www.NewLifeBarre.org 
for more information. 

 
Pastor James Foley
New Life Assembly of God 
60 Main St. South Barre
jamesfoley@newlifebarre.org 
978-355-6407

 

Twentieth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

“May our Faith in God Lead us 
into the Kingdom of Heaven.” 

Our services can be found on 
our website at www.barrechurch.
com 

Scripture Reading: 
Matthew 22 v 1-14 
and Philippians 4 v 

8-9 
1. Introduction:
Today is the beginning of our 

Stewardship Campaign here at 
Barre Congregational Church, 
and what an amazing opportuni-
ty we have as a congregation to 
embark on something so important, 
because it has to do with our per-
sonal relationship with God, with 
our church, and how we believe 
God is calling us to serve, and to 
give of our time and our resources. 
This morning we will explore how 
our faith can being strengthened as 
we serve God and our community 
here in Barre. 

It is also a week now that the 
world has been shaken by events 
in Israel/Gaza and how for me per-
sonally it presents an existential 
crisis of my own faith as a Pastor 
and a follower of Christ and as a 
mediator, who has worked with 
more than a hundred Israelis and 
Palestinians a number of years ago 
for a period of five years, helping 
them as people of faith and as peo-
ple separated through their conflict, 
to come together to talk, to hear 
from one another, and to find some 
common ground and a way for-
ward for themselves. 

I am left with so many ques-
tions and concerns for those whom 
I worked with, who are in a place 
of danger, and I am also left with 
so many questions about how we 
got to this place as human beings 
and where shall my faith and my 
help come from during a time like 

this. I wanted this to be out there 
with you today, because as a Pastor 
and a follower of Christ I cannot 
stand here today imagining that 
things are happening in a vacuum 
over there. They are not, in fact the 
world is now involved in this hor-
rific situation there as it has been in 
the Ukraine / Russian conflict and 
elsewhere. 

So, my question to you is, “How 
is your world today, how is your 
faith this morning? How secure are 
you in your faith in your own life, 
your own space and in our commu-
nity, here at church and beyond? 
What are you thinking about, and 
what are your cries unto God? 
What are your issues that you are 
worried about, and what do you 
need from God, for you to have 
peace of mind as you yourself may 
be struggling with your own faith? 

2. Remain steadfast in your faith
Our passage in Philippians 

comes from the lips of Paul and 
Timothy to the congregation in 
Philippi, in which they exhort the 
members there to remain stead-
fast in their faith and to imitate the 
humility of Christ. In these inital 
verses they encourage the congre-
gation to, despite persecution and 
him being in prison, their lives as 
Christians should be consistent 
with the truth of God. Think about 
what is true and honorable, what is 
just and pure, what is pleasing and 
commendable. 

If they do these things, the God 
of peace will be with them. This is 
a message about faith and trust in 
God on a consistent basis, no mat-
ter what happens around them. It 
is a message that helps them refo-
cus their concerns by lifting their 
eyes to the heavens and trusting 
God to be their help, their compan-
ion, their strength. This God will ill 
them with the strength they do not 
have themselves. 

This and other letters to various 
congregations by Paul and others 
were always meant to not water 
down the issues they were dealing 
with, but to name them and face 
them together, to be honest about 
their struggles and to humbly come 
together in sharing and supporting 
one another. Paul knew that faith 
in God can only be strengthened 
when the congregation understood 
and remembered the core of their 
existence, and that is their belief 
in Christ the Lord, who died and 
rose again and Whose Holy Spirit 
is with them to give them wisdom 
and guidance in their everyday 
struggles. By praying together and 
studying scriptures together their 
faith would be built up, so they 
would not waver during times of 
distress. 

3. The Kingdom of Heaven is 
like a Wedding Banquet: 

This is the point of Jesus too 
when He tells the parable of the 
wedding banquet to those standing 
around including the Chief Priests 
and the Rabbis. He says, The 
Kingdom of heaven is like a King 
who prepared a wedding banquet 
for his son, and who invited some 
guests like we would today. The 

guests included the wealthy and the 
privileged, those who owned fields 
and businesses who disregarded the 
invitation to the wedding banquet 
twice, even when He sent the mes-
sengers a second time to remind 
them about the food that has been 
prepared. 

Instead, they went off doing 
their own thing, going to their 
field, and doing their business. 
They did not just refuse to come 
and shame the king, but they also 
attacked and killed the messengers 
,who are reminding them of the 
banquet. Jesus is telling this para-
ble to make a comparison between 
God as the King who sends the 
prophets of old, to the people of 
Israel, appealing to them to lis-
ten to the message they have from 
Yahweh. 

We are aware that there are 
prophets who were mistreated and 
persecuted, told to be quiet, and 
some of them endured physical 
violence, and were killed. When 
the first group refused to come, 
He then extended the invitation 
to ordinary people. They includ-
ed everyone, good and bad, peo-
ple from different backgrounds to 
come and join in this very special 
wedding banquet. They accepted 
the invitation and filled the wed-
ding hall and enjoyed the wonder-
ful meal and company. 

4. Conclusion 
This parable is a call to us as 

followers of Christ, during this 
Stewardship Campaign, to under-
stand what the wedding banquet 
is all about. It is about the life of 
faith in a Living God who wants us 
to live a life obedient to the will of 
God, filled with strength and hope 
for today and tomorrow. We are 
called to live and serve our God, 
our church, our community, and 
this world, so that this world will 
be a better place to live in until the 
day when Christ returns, and we 
will stand before God to answer 
and to enter the Kingdom of heav-
en. 

May God strengthen our faith 
during times of uncertainty and 
make things clearer to us when we 
are in doubt. May this message be 
a reminder to us that God is alive, 
and that in faith we can hold onto 
that promise as we pray and as we 
wait for God’s answer. God is also 
calling us and this world to repent 
from our sins, and to live according 
to God’s will, to love, not hate, to 
be at peace, not war and violence, 
to be open and accepting of all oth-
ers, because we are all God’s chil-
dren. 

May God assist us here in Barre 
to serve in the way Christ desires 
us to serve, and may God assist 
us during this month to examine 
ourselves and discern what God 
desires from us. May the message 
of Paul and Timothy also strength-
en us on our journey. 

Amen. 

Pastor Margaret Keyser
Barre Congregational Church
30 Park St., Barre

Smith, Dolores Ruth (Scott)
Died Oct. 8, 2023

Memorial Service at later date

DEATH NOTICE

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy
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Ricky Mansfield
Director

Richard Mansfield
Director

1158 Main Street
Holden

508.829.4434

100 Worcester Road
Sterling

978.422.0100

800-983-4434
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Nationally recognized as a 
Selected Independent Funeral Home

with the highest ethical and 
professional standards.BBB Award Recipient

               Funeral Homes
Honoring Lives ~ Celebrating Memories

Family Owned and Operated

We loved so many things about you, Randi
We loved your beautiful smile,

We loved the way you loved life 
and lived every moment to be happy.

We loved that you had something in you 
that made you charismatic to us and others.

We believe that you were 
from the highest realms of heaven...
brought here to make people happy, 

and you did just that.
But most of all sweet angel of ours, 

we loved that you were our daughter and our friend, 
and we had you in our lives.

We love and miss you so very much!
Mom and Mark, Blair and Andy,

Morgan, Beckett and Delaney

In Loving Memory of
Randi Lee

Swistak-Stelmokas
August 17th, 1981- 
October 21st, 2005 

18th Anniversary

It broke our hearts 
to lose you, 

but you didn’t go alone.
Part of us went with you 

the day God called you home.

We love and miss you so very much
Mary Ann and Mark

Blair and Andy
Morgan, Beckett and Delaney

In Loving Memory of
David J. 

Zaganiacz
September 24th, 1957 - 

October 23rd, 2018

  5th Anniversary

Dolores Ruth (Scott) Smith, 94
ATHOL – Dolores Ruth 

(Scott) Smith, 94, of School 
Street and formerly of Old New 
Salem Road in Petersham, died 
early Sunday morning, Oct. 8, 
2023 at Extended Care Center at 
Amherst.

B o r n  i n  T h r o g s  N e c k , 
New York, she was the daugh-
ter of Seymour L. and Bertha 
(McCretton) Scott and attended 
schools there as well as an Art 
School.

Dolores had worked many 
jobs including, Fort Schuyler for 
Admiral Leary, a bonded messen-
ger for a Wall Street firm, in the 
sweater department at Bergdorf 
Goodman of New York City, was 
a traveling microwave demo per-
son, traveling sales assistant at 
car dealerships, Thom McCann 
Shoe in Athol, as an Avon lady, a 
personal cook through an agency 
as well as a cook at the Brandon 
School in Petersham, and her 
most loved job as a school bus 
driver for Petersham Center 
School.

She had four children and their 
spouses, Deirdre Weisman, David 
Lockesmith, Douglas Smith and 
Scott Smith (of blessed memo-
ry); eight grandchildren; six great 

grandchildren and many others 
she treated as her own.

Her door was always open 
with cup of tea and a listening 
ear. Her church was nature and 
she passed that on to her chil-
dren, grandchildren, and great 
grandchildren.

The family will cherish their 
time with her in her final days.

There are no calling hours.
A memorial service will be 

held at a later date.
Interment will be in the West 

Street Cemetery, Petersham.
In lieu of flowers, Dolores had 

suggested before passing, that 
donations could be made to St. 
Jude’s Children’s Hospital or to a 
favorite animal shelter.

Witty’s Funeral Home, 158 
South Main Street, Orange, is 
assisting the family.

Guest book online at WWW.
WITTYFUNERALHOME.COM.

Obituary

less common fruits.  One distin-
guishing feature of this group is its 
smooth surface and usually a tan 
color. It is often used interchange-
ably for pumpkin in pie recipes. 
Quality of flesh and carotenoid 
content can range from good to 
poor; seed is nutritious.

•Cucurbita argyrosperma.  To 
people that live in the Southwest, 
their “pumpkin” of choice is the 
“Green Striped Cushaw” or “White 
Cushaw.” Most consider it to be a 
rather pretty winter squash. Just 
like the moschatas, it can be used 
interchangeably in recipes calling 
for pumpkin. Reportedly, it han-
dles dry weather and is quite resis-
tant to vine borer. It is rarely grown 
in our climate. One distinguish-
ing factor of this species is silver 
seed which is large and nutritious. 
Culinary quality, however, is pale 
and poor.

Confusion sets in when you 
want to save seeds of your pro-
duce! 

All squash are monoecious, 
that is male and female flowers are 
produced on the same plant. Note 
male flowers (usually outnumber 
female flowers 4:1) are on stems, 
flowers are fused with stamens 
versus female flowers that have an 
ovary at base.  

Both are high in nectar that is 
attractive to visiting bees, most 
notably the honeybee and native 
ground bees.

Cross-pollination will not occur 
between different species - say 
between a pepo and a maxima but 
it will take place among members 
of the same species.  

Since I grew zucchini, yellow 
crookneck and pumpkins in my 
garden, all Cucurbita pepos, I can’t 

save the seeds from any of those 
fruits and expect them to look, or 
taste, exactly like their parents did. 

What makes seed saving even 
more confusing for the novice is 
whether or not the variety they are 
growing is open-pollinated or a 
hybrid. Hybrids, however, are the 
result of crossing two inbreds.  

Seeds saved from hybrid plants 
will likely germinate and produce 
fruit.  Unfortunately, it will not be 
true, and it may or may not have a 
resemblance to the fruit you saved 
it from - it will likely resort back 
to either of its parents or some 
unique, different combination of 
genes. 

With all of this said, I have a 
few thoughts as to what happened 
to produce misshapen butternut 
squash. If it was seed you saved 
from the plants you grew the year 
before, maybe they were hybrids 
and what you ended up with is 
something back in the genetic line. 

Or maybe they cross pollinated 
with your neighbors moschatas; for 
true seed, plants would need to be 
isolated one-half to one mile. 

If what you grew was from the 
original seed packet- not anything 
you saved, then it remains a mys-
tery.  

Regardless, I do hope this 
helped in de-tangling a confusing 
topic and encourages you to plant 
all of your favorites next year!

Roberta McQuaid graduat-
ed from the Stockbridge School of 
Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For 31 years she 
has held the position of staff horti-
culturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to pouimette@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

GARDEN,
continued from page  4

HUBBARDSTON,
continued from page 1

Lions Club International Fund for 
ten picnic tables, two of them handi-
capped accessible. 

Select Board Chair Williams asked 
them for a photo of the pavilion so it 
could be framed and displayed in the 
board’s meeting room along with the 
large wooden “key” to the pavilion 
presented to the board at the ribbon 
cutting ceremony. 

Special Town Meeting
Town Administrator Boudreau 

said their were six article on the 
Special Town Meeting warrant. The 
meeting will be held on Thursday, 
Oct. 26 in the Hubbardston Center 
School. He said the first two arti-
cles concerned the funding of 
the Quabbin Regional School 
Assessment. The town voted an 
amount less than request by the 
QRSD School Committee at the 
Annual Town Meeting. Since the 
other four member towns approved 
the school committee requested 
amount, Hubbardston owed its full 
share. 

Article 1 requested transferring 
left over money in the Department 
of Public Works, the Veteran’s line 
item and insurance to help cover the 
deficit. Article 2 funds the amount. 

Article 3 and 4 amend the expen-
ditures from the Public Education 
and Government Funds for 2023 
and 2024 cable related costs voted 
at the ATM. The Attorney General 
said articles for the two years should 
have been separate articles and these 
articles correct that. 

Article 5 requested $6,991 from  
free cash to fund the well pump 

replacement at the Hubbardston 
Center School. The school well also 
supplies town offices.

The final article was submit-
ted by the treasurer and sought 
the town’s approval to adopt 
Massachusetts General Law 200a, 
sub-section 59a, which allows fro 
more efficient process in unclaimed 
funds and property. The Select 
Board signed the Special Town 
Meeting warrant. People may view 
the warrant by visiting the town 
website at https//:wwwhubbardston-
ma.us.

Special event
Selec t  Board  Vice  Cha i r 

Katie Young said there will be a 
Haunted Halloween Walk at the 
Curtis Recreation Field this year 
on Friday, Oct. 20 and Saturday, 
Oct. 21 from 5:30-9:30 p.m. The 
Horribles parade will be held 
Sunday, Oct. 29 beginning at noon 
the Fire Station 1 and ending at the 
Center School. 

Trick or Treat will be held 
Tuesday, Oct. 31 from 5-8 p.m. and 
includes a Block Party in the town 
office parking lot.
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Burke also scored a touchdown in a 
varsity football game a year ago.

“I did catch a touchdown pass 
against Ware last year,” said Burke, 
who’s going to be a member of the 
Pioneers wrestling team this winter. 
“Scoring a touchdown in tonight’s 
game was a much better feeling because 
I just love being a running back.”  

The home victory evened the 
Pioneers overall record at 3-3 and they 
have a 2-1 league record. They’re also 
2-0 at home and are in a four-way tie 
for first place in the league standings. 

Drury (1-5,1-2), who captured the 
Tri-County League title a year ago, tied 
the score at 18-18 with 7:44 remain-
ing in the fourth quarter. The Pioneers 
defense made a stop on the two-point 
conversion play, which would’ve given 
the visitors from North Adams a two-
point lead.   

Following a 23-yard kickoff return 
by sophomore Dustyn Cook, the 
Pioneers offense, which is led by senior 
quarterback Hunter Griswold, set-up 
shop at their own 40-yard line.

After gaining just six yards on the 
first three plays of the series, Griswold 
kept the drive alive by completing a 
nine-yard pass to sophomore wide 
receiver Jarett Skowyra on fourth down. 

“Hunter is an outstanding athlete, 
and he’s also a great kid,” Darling said. 
“We have a lot of confidence in him to 
complete that pass to Jarett on fourth 
down. It was a pivotal play of that 
drive.”   

Griswold also completed a 17-yard 
pass to senior wide receiver Ethan 
Nompleggi-Hawk and a four-yard pass 
to senior tight-end Jacob Longo, which 
moved the ball down to the Blue Devils 
33. 

Then Griswold called his own num-
ber and rushed for ten yards, which set 
the stage for Burke, who scored on a 
19-yard power run up the middle with 
3:23 left on the scoreboard clock.

Griswold completed a touchdown 
pass to Longo on the conversion play 
giving the home team an eight-point 
lead.

The Blue Devils offense did move 
the ball down to the Pioneers 20-yard 
line with the help of a 25-yard recep-
tion by junior Cole Wetherell, but fresh-

man Nicholas Pfister made the Pioneers 
fourth fumble recovery of the game on 
the next play.

The Pioneers picked up a first down 
on their final offensive series before 
Griswold took a knee on the last two 
plays of the game. 

Things didn’t start out very well for 
Pathfinder Tech, as the Drury offense 
marched down the field during the 
opening series. The Blue Devils took a 
6-0 lead five minutes into the first quar-
ter following a short TD run by senior 
Hunter Marceau.

Pathfinder Tech answered with an 
eight-play scoring drive, which was 
capped off with a four-yard dash into 
the endzone by Griswold. A pass 
attempt on the two-point conversion try 
was incomplete in the endzone.    

On the ensuing kickoff, senior Orion 
Flowers recovered a fumble, which 
gave the Pioneers the ball back at the 
Blue Devils 18.

The home team took the lead for 
the first time two plays later when 
Griswold hooked up with Skowyra for 
a 13-yard TD reception. The extra point 
attempt was blocked.

The Pioneers defensive unit took 

over the spotlight during the second 
quarter. Junior Landyn Russo, and 
sophomore Francis Meade both recov-
ered fumbles, which prevented Drury 
from scoring the go-ahead touchdown.

Holding a slim six-point halftime 
advantage, the Pioneers took an 18-6 
lead when Griswold sprinted 38 yards 
down the sideline for a touchdown with 
8:41 left in the third quarter. Griswold 
broke away from a couple of tacklers 
along the way.

“They were trying to tackle me, but 
I just kept running on that touchdown 
run,” Griswold said. “I was very happy 
when I finally reached the end zone. 
This was a fun back and forth game.”    

Drury answered right back with a 
47-yard TD reception by senior wide 
receiver Dante Dillard in the middle of 
the third quarter. Dillard also caught 
another touchdown pass in the fourth 
quarter before Burke became the hero 
of the game.

The Pioneers will be making a trip 
to North Adams to face McCann Tech 
on Friday night before wrapping up 
the regular season with a home game 
against Smith Vocational on October 
27.

James 
Cook

vtgunbroker.com

GUNS
WANTED

802-558-9363

GUNS
WANTED

“I come to you” & “buy your guns” right on the spot
I buy all types of firearms and firearm related items

• Pistols • Rifles • Shotguns • Revolvers •
Any age or condition

Fully Licensed to engage in the gun trade

VERMONT GUNBROKER
Licensed Gun Dealer in All New England States

802-558-9363

POSITION OPENING:
Winter Plow 

Drivers-Laborer
Town of New Braintree (pop. 998) is seeking 
winter Plow Drivers both non-CDL and CDL 
to plow and treat roadways with our trucks. 

Salary dependent upon experience.
Further position details and job applications are 
available at the Board of Selectmen’s Office, 
20 Memorial Drive, New Braintree, MA 01531. 
You can also contact the 
New Braintree Highway 
Superintendent by calling 
508-847-2628.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

The Pathfinder defensive line attacks.
Jarett Skowyra starts a return for the Pioneers.

PATHFINDER,
continued from page 7

against the increase. 
Petraitis said there was also a request from the 

Water Department for funds to fix the water tank at 
the plant. He said the town has already given over 
$400,000 in ARPA funds to the Water Department for 
infrastructure repairs. 

“They had made increases to their rates years 
ago to do the repairs that we just gave them ARPA 
money for…as of June 30 they have $281,000 in 
their retained earnings which is supposed to be used 
for infrastructure and it’s probably going to go up in 
the fall when we close out the budget for the year,” 
Petraitis said.

Petraitis made a motion to deny the ARPA request, 
having the Water Department pay for the water 
tank repairs from the retained earnings, which was 
approved.

Drainage issues
Conroy Avenue resident Raymond Baillargeon con-

tinued discussion of an ongoing stormwater drainage 
issues he has on his property, as well as neighboring 
properties, caused by a broken pipe.

He said the Highway Department took out the bro-
ken pipe, and removed the tree that caused the damage 
to the pipe.

Baillargeon said he is still waiting to hear from the 
Highway Department and the last rain storm flooded 
his property and basement. 

Petraitis said at some point, a pipe was added to 
a brook that goes behind Baillargeon’s property, to a 
catch basin. He said it eventually ties into the main by 
the old fountain.

“What we’re doing at this point, is we’re looking 
into scoping out the line, and finding exactly where all 
the breaks are to try to get it fixed,” Petraitis said. He 
said the town will also need to look at easements for 
properties that the line runs through.

Petraitis said the previous owner of Baillargeon’s 
property had received a tax abatement for the flooding, 
and recommended that Baillargeon request the same 
from the Assessors. 

Baillargeon said he was unaware of the flooding 
issues when he purchased the property, until a neigh-
bor pointed it out to him after he had moved in.

Financial items
The Board approved a request from the Parks and 

Recreation Committee to purchase crushed stone in 
the amount of $509 for the Town Forest Park parking 
area.

Parks and Recreation Chair Brandon Avery said 
they received timbers to edge around the parking area 
and they hope to complete the project this season.

The Board  a lso  approved the  Highway 
Department’s request to purchase a muffler in the 
amount of $400.

Donation
The Board accepted $1,800 on behalf of the Fire 

Department to purchase Nomex hoods, in memory of 
David Richard Lutz, a firefighter on the training flight 
lines during the Korean War and a retired police offi-
cer.

“We believe that this donation will help protect our 
brave firefighters,” the Lutz family wrote in their letter. 

Winter parking 
The winter parking ban will go into effect Nov. 1 

through April 1 from 9 p.m.-6 a.m. Anyone leaving a 
vehicle parked overnight on a street or in a town park-
ing lot will be subject to a parking ticket and fine, and 
possible towing for repeat offenders.

The previous winter parking ban hours were from 
1 a.m.-6 a.m. Questions about the winter parking 
ban can be directed to the Board of Selectmen or the 
Police Department.

Resignations
The Board accepted two resignations from NB 

Helps, one from Stephanie Lachambre and the other 
from Katie Byszek. Both said they enjoyed serving 
on the committee and decorating the town for holi-
days.

Tucker Road closure
The Board announced the closure of Tucker Road, 

between Tucker Cross Road and the Bates and Old 
West Brookfield roads intersection due to flooding. 
Concrete barriers will be in place to block the road. 

Contract approval
The Board signed a contract from BSC Group for 

the Complete Streets project, after it was reviewed by 
town counsel. 

One-day liquor licenses
The Board amended the date of a previously 

approved one-day liquor license for Still Hart’s 
Café’s playground fundraiser event. The event was 
rescheduled to Oct. 21 from noon-9 p.m. due to the 
weather. 

The Board also approved a one-day liquor license 
to Still Hart’s Café on Oct. 22 from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. for 
a Police Department fundraiser.

NORTH BROOKFIELD,
continued from page 1

Fall Festival at
the Farm

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD – For 
the second year in a row, people 
came from all around to visit the 
horses and ponies at Central New 
England Equine Rescue during its 
Fall Festival at the Farm fundrais-
er this past Saturday.

For 20 years, Central New 
England Equine Rescue, a non-
profit rescue founded by Vicky 
Berry and her daughter Betsy 
Johnson in 2003, has helped hun-
dreds of horses and ponies find 
loving homes. Some have even 
found their “forever home” as 
sanctuary horses on the farm.

Caring for the horses and 
ponies is a huge financial com-
mitment, as many require cus-
tomized diets in addition to vet-
erinary care. With the cost of hay 
and wood shavings reaching an 
all time high, the volunteers at 
CNEER invited the community 
to help defray these costs, while 

having a good time.
The Fall Festival at the Farm 

had a number of free family activ-
ities, including facepainting by 
Hannah and Adrianna and pump-
kin decorating. The pumpkins 
were donated by the Worcester 
County Sheriff ’s Office and 
CNEER volunteers helped young-
er children add some fall flair to 

their pumpkins.
A raffle spanned several tables, 

and had an impressive display of 
donated goods and services, with 
many appealing to the horse lov-
er’s heart. CNEER volunteers had 
plenty of shirts and sweatshirts 
available for sale as well.

Leah Shattuck drove her team 
of Percheron’s around the farm, 

offering festivalgoers a wagon’s 
eye view of the fall foliage.

CNEER volunteers and Ware 
High School students directed 
traffic and helped with parking 
during the busy event. 

Volunteers also cooked up food 
throughout the day, and there was 
a variety of treats, including pop-
corn, cupcakes and ice cream, 

as well as refreshing lemonade. 
Numerous vendors offered a vari-
ety of crafts and services as well.

Students from Johnson’s horse 
farm, Stoney Hill Farm in Barre, 
offered horse and pony rides on 
Finn, Brutus, Chief and Isaac. 

Deux Amis, made up of musi-
cians Sam Politz and Betsy 
Bronstein (who is also a CNEER 

volunteer), provided live music 
with a French twist throughout 
the day.

The Fall Festival at the Farm 
offered plenty of photo opportuni-
ties with its resident equines, giv-
ing festivalgoers memories to last 
a lifetime. For more information 
about CNEER, visit cneer.com or 
follow them on Facebook.

Annual event helps horses and ponies at CNEER

Kamila Cobb, age 2, rides Brutus with the help of her grand-
father, and Stoney Hill Farm equestrian and Central New 
England Equine Rescue volunteer Callie. 

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette

Leah Shattuck drives her team of Percherons out of the gate to take festivalgoers on a wagon 
ride.

until next week so the personnel 
board can study the matter. A report 
will be made Oct. 28 to Lorraine Leno, 
Administrative assistant, Selectmen said 
at Monday night’s meeting. Fire Chief 
Richard Clark suggested a full-time 
employee rather than himself have juris-
diction over the dispatchers, mentioning 
Police Chief Mike Ryder as a possible 

choice. In the meantime, Lorraine Leon 
will handle the pay vouchers of the dis-
patchers until further notice, Selectman 
Earl Sample said.

Denn i s  Bas se t t  o f  Quabb in 
Automotive in Wheelwright looked out 
from his station last week and got a big 
surprise. On Ed “Scoop” Curran’s law 
was big full-grown bull moose,” said 
Bassett. The animal was approximately 
eight to nine feet tall and according to 
Bassett, seemed a bit confused. When 

a car went by the animal spooked and 
ran into the woods. This is the second 
sighting in the Barre area. Mrs. Bigelow 
saw a female moose near the Barre Falls 
Dam in late September.

Airman Robin L. Fuller, daughter 
of James J. Fuller of Barre and Linda 
Fuller of North Brookfield, has been 
assigned to Lowry Air Force Base, 
Colorado, after completing Air Force 
Basic Training. During the six week 
at Lackland Air Force Base, Texas, the 

Airman studied the Air Force mission 
organization and customs and received 
special training in human relations. In 
addition, Airmen who complete basic 
training earn credits toward an associ-
ate degree in applied science through 
the Community College of the Air 
Force. Airman Fuller will now receive 
specialized instruction in the avionics 
systems field. She is a 1985 graduate 
of Quabbin Regional High School, 
Barre.

LOOK BACK,
continued from page 4
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
MOVING? Free boxes & packing pa-
per. Call for pickup 413-213-0064.

TAG SALE
HOTPOINT CHEST FREEZER, 
$100. Fish tank with everything $25, 
car truck cooler $40, filing cabinet $20. 
Over 600 DVDs $200, Galanti accor-
dian $275. Pick up in Barre call 978-
724-5624.

MOVING SALE: SAT., OCT. 21. 59 
Letendre Ave., Ludlow. 8am-
3pm.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

FIELDSTONE WALLS WANT-
ED to buy. Looking to purchase 
large quantities of old stone walls. 
Please call R.E. Barnes Fieldstone 
(978)807-0746

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-
timate.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Inte-
rior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

AKC REGISTERED MINIATURE 
SCHNAUZER. Salt & pepper, 2 
males. Vet checked, first shot. Ready 
now $1200. 413-596-8190.

BRIMFIELD UCC P/T PIANIST/
ORGANIST. Sunday church ser-
vices, choir rehearsals, special ser-
vices. $12,000 annual salary, paid va-
cation, additionl benefits. Send resume 
to brimfielducc@gmail.com

EXPERIENCED ROOFER wanted. 
Part-time, must have own transpora-
tion. Call 413-967-6679.

HIGHWAY FOREMAN
 (OPERATOR 1) 

The Town of Brookfield (pop. 3,450) 
is accepting applications for full-time 
position Highway Foreman (Operator 
1). Full job description and application 
details may be found at brookfieldma.
us, employment and volunteer op-
portunities. Applicant should submit 
cover letter and resume to Highway 
Department at highway@brook-
fieldma.us, or mail to Highway 
Department, Attention: Lind-
sey Rookwood, 56 Mill Street, 
Brookfield, MA. 508-867-8357. 
Applications will be accepted until the 
positon has been filled.

SEWING MACHINE 
OPERATORS

Experience preferred: basic math skills 
a plus. Immediate openings, first shift, 
flexible hours. Inquire at The Nixon 
Company, 161 Main St., Indian 
Orchard. Contact: 413-543-
3701 or info@NixonAwards.
com

SNOWPLOW CONTRACTOR 
WANTED: 

The Town of Hubbardston is seeking 
a private contractor(s) to plow and 
sand Mile Road and Plum Tree Lane in 
Hubbardston for the 2023-2024 Winter 
Season. The Contractor will be respon-
sible for keeping the road plowed and 
treated with sand/salt mixture. Mini-
mum equipment required: 3/4-ton truck 
with plow and 1.3CY sander. Sand/salt 
mix to be provided by the Town of 
Hubbardston. Contract period will be 
12/1/23 – 3/31/24. Insurance Certifi-
cate and Workers Compensation in-
surance is required from the success-
ful bidder. The bid opening will occur 
on Thursday, November 2 at 10:00 
AM at the Hubbardston DPW garage. 
The Town of Hubbardston reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids, and to 
waive minor informalities in the bids, or 
to accept the bid deemed best for the 
Town.  Bids need to be marked sepa-
rately for either Mile Road FY24 Winter 
Season or Plum Tree Lane FY24 Win-
ter Season and can be mailed to Hub-
bardston DPW 7 Main St. Unit 

# 6 Hubbardston, MA 01452 or 
hand delivered to the Hubbardston 
DPW garage located at 68 Worcester 
Rd. Hubbardston MA 01452. Please 
feel free to call 978.928.1408 with 
any questions you might have.

THE TOWN OF WEST BROOK-
FIELD is looking for part-time plow 
drivers. This is an on-call position. 
Must have a valid, clean MA Driver’s 
License and a DOT physical car. Pay 
rate $20.41/hour or $23.38/hour with a 
Class B License with air brakes. Snow 
plowing experience is preferred but  
not required. Please contact: Jim Da-
ley, 508-867-1417 or via email 
jdaley@wbrookfield.com. The 
Town of West Brookfield is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer and values di-
versity at all levels of the workforce. 
EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICES HELP WANTEDSERVICES HELP WANTED REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Purchase a photo that recently ran in 
one of our publications.

Go to newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEy PUBLIcATIONS, INc.

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

r

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Worcester Probate and 

Family Court 
225 Main Street 

Worcester, MA 01608 
(508)831-2200

Docket No. WO23P3569EA
Estate of:

Steven Carter Boudreau
Date of Death: 02/02/2019 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and 

Limited Formal Testacy 
a n d / o r  Ap p o i n t m e n t 
has been filed by Debra 
Boudreau of Barre, MA 
requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Debra Boudreau of 
Barre, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right 

to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have a 
right to object to this pro-
ceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a 
written appearance and 
objection at this Court 

before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of  11/07/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of 
objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken with-
out further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are 
entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may 
petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Leilah 
A Keamy, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: October 13, 2023

Stephanie Fattman
Register of Probate

10/19/2023

Barre 
Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Meeting

 Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachuset ts  General 
Laws, Chapter 131, Section 
40, The Wetlands Protection 
Act, that a public meeting 
will be held on a Request 
for  Determinat ion of 
Applicability requested by 
Ann Marie Macintosh for a 
subsurface sewage disposal 
system at property located 
at 225 Hubbardston Road, 
Assessors Map E, Lot 205.

From:  
Ann Marie Macintosh
201 Louis Ln Apt. 1
Morehead, KY 40351
To be held on Tuesday, 

October 24, 2023 at 7:00 
p.m. in the Conservation 
Commission Office, Third 
Floor, of the Henry Woods 
Building, 40 West Street, 
Barre, MA 01005.

Ronald Rich
Chairman

10/19/2023

Barre 
Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts General Law, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, The 
Wetlands Protection Act, 
that a public hearing will be 
held on a Notice of Intent 

requested by New England 
Power d/b/a National Grid 
for existing electric distri-
bution asset replacements 
and installations along 
Williamsville Road, portion 
of the work occur within the 
100-foot buffer zone locat-
ed on Williamsville Road, 
recorded with the Worcester 
District Registry of Deeds 
Book 2837, Page 0135.

From:  New England 
Power Company d/b/a/ 
National Grid

170 Data Drive
Waltham, MA 
To be held on Tuesday, 

October 24, 2023 at 7:15 
p.m. in the Boards’ Office, 
Henry Woods Building, 3rd 
Floor, Barre, MA 01005.
10/19/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family 

Court
Worcester  Division

Docket No. 
WO23P3486EA 

Estate of: 
David P. Kennedy

Date of Death: 
October 16, 2020

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION 

NOTICE
To all persons interest-

ed in the above captioned 
est ate, by Petition of Petit-
i oner Karen H Kennedy 

of Shirley, MA a Will has 
been admitted to informal 
probate.

Karen H Kennedy 
of Shirley, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being 
ad ministered under infor-
mal procedure by the 
Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts 
Uniform Pro bate Code 
without supervision by 
the Court. Inven tory and 
accounts are not re quired 
to be filed with the Court, 
but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration 
from the Personal Repre-
sentative and can petition 
the Court in any mat-
ter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of 
assets and expenses of 
administration. Inter ested 
parties are entitled to peti-
tion the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to 
obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the 
Pet itioner.
10/19/2023

Public Notices

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

SEND US YOUR EVENT PHOTOS

As a free service for our readers we accept and will 
print when space allows community event photos and 
announcements. Just scan the QR code above and 
send us your photos and any information.

Email items to
edowner@turley.com

Direct from your phone or tablet!

Scan QR Code

Barre Gazette
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FarmerMatt.com or (508) 980-7085

860 West Brookfield Rd., New Braintree, MA

Farmer Matt offers farm-fresh beef, poultry, 
and pork along with a variety of other farm 
store staples. Also serving homemade meals 
from our farm kitchen.

Order online or in-store 
FarmerMatt.com or call (508) 980-7085

The best way to save on beef is to buy in bulk. 
Farmer Matt has 1/4, 1/2, and whole beef 
available now so you can stock up and save. 

Stock up on Bulk Freezer Beef
OPEN YEAR ROUND

 

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8:30pm; Sun. 10am-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

FALL SALE!!!!
WATER HEATERS! BEST PRICES!
1,000s OF APPLIANCES!
E BIKES IN STOCK!
ALWAYS FREE DELIVERY
BEST PRICE 
FAST DELIVERY OR PICK UP
GIANT TOY DEPT!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Century 21 North East
109 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

Let me help you Buy or Sell your home! 
My goal is to listen to my clients 

and provide each client with 
exceptional and personal service.  

I will work just as hard Selling your home 
as I will helping you to Buy a new home.

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

NEW LISTING
$65,000 - LAND
0 REED STREET
 WEST WARREN

Come see this perfect 
lot to build YOUR new 
dream home on. This lot is 
surrounded with woods on 
a country road and is only 
15 minutes to the Mass 
Pike.  Priced to sell! Septic 
design was done in 1995.

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Nov. 4 ........Book of Mormon .......................... $120
Nov. 18 ......Vermont Country Store .............. $79
Dec. 30 ......Moulin Rouge!.............................. $125
Jan. 12-14 ..NYC Weekend ............................... $469
Jan. 27 .......Ain’t Too Proud – Temptations . $99

NYC WEEKEND
January 12-14, 2024

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

U-PICKU-PICK

CIDER DONUTSCIDER DONUTS
EVERCRISP & LUDACRISPEVERCRISP & LUDACRISP
AND MANY OTHER VARIETIESAND MANY OTHER VARIETIESOur Donuts Are 

Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

ARE IN!ARE IN!
APPLESAPPLES

CIDER IS IN!!!CIDER IS IN!!!

CONCRETE SOLUTIONS
199 East Broadway (Rt. 2A), Gardner

978-669-0088

NOTHING SAYS 
FALL LIKE A

 FIREPIT 
IN THE

BACKYARD
We stock 6 different styles
Prices starting under $360

For Firepit and block

FOUNTAIN
Construction Company

And Sons
INCORPORATED

177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083
413-436-5705 • www.fountainandsons.com

• Excavation Complete Site Work • Demo • New Home Construction
• Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand

• Trucking • Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work
• Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements

YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US!

Lisa Caron, Your Local Real Estate Professional, Broker Owner 
GRI, ABR, LMC, CDPE, 

SRS, SRES, PSA, MRP, E-PRO, C2EX
Listing Specialist, Accredited Buyer Representative, Notary Public 

www.lisacaron.com
(508) 341-8299      42 West Main Street, Brookfield

I  am 
On YOur SIde

When it comes to finding the house of your dreams. I can walk you 
through every step, including the steps into your new home. 

WE BUY GUNS
1-413-277-0147

patriotfirearms23@gmail.com
317 Palmer Road, Ware, MA 01082
Hours: Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. noon-6pm

Patriot FirearmsPatriot Firearms
&  Ammunition&  Ammunition

BUY
SELL

TRADE

Brookhaven Assisted Care
19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Erin, Laura and Nancy 

Over 55 years of service.
24 hour care, Medical Management, 

Assistance with activities of daily living,
Activity Program, well trained, 

compassionate and caring staff.
Services Available In-House:

Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services,
Pharmacy services, Podiatry services

VNA services:
Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy,

Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber

Manager: Erin Tierney
508-867-3325 ~ erin.brookhaven@gmail.com


