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BARRE – Council on 
Aging Director Betty Jo 
O’Brien and several mem-
bers of the Council on Aging 
asked Select  Board for 
approval to create an upstairs 
office for their Outreach 
Coordinator at their Monday, 
Sept. 21 meeting.

The current office was on 
the lower level and the COA 
said the coordinator should 

be upstairs to be more acces-
sible to the clients, who use 
the senior center and those 
needing assistance from the 
outreach coordinator. 

O’Brien said the library 
was an underutilized space 
and she and the COA mem-
bers proposed walling off 
a section of that space and 
add a door to create an offi-
cer for the new Outreach 
Coordinator.

O’Brien said there was 
money for the renovations 
in the building improvement 

fund for building an office. 
She said the old office down-
stairs would be repurposed. 

T h e  S e l e c t  B o a r d 
approved the hiring of the 
new Outreach Coordinator, 
Gina Pedersen and supported 
the construction of an office 
for her on the main level of 
the building. 

Surplus Water Department 
equipment

A Water Department oper-
ator said there was another 
town who was looking for 

a piece of equipment his 
department was no longer 
able to use. He said the chlo-
rine analyzer was too near 
the well to be used. Water 
could not be discharged with-
in 500 feet of the well per 
state regulations and was 
not in use. He said the town 
needing the equipment has 
the ability to discharge the 
flush water into its sewer sys-
tem. Barre did not have that 
capability.

FINAL FREE WEEK!Get your local hometown news & sportsdelivered to your mailbox every week.

3 EASY WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE TODAY& support your community newspaper

ONLINE: www.turley.comPHONE: 413-283-8393MAIL: Coupon included            in this weeks paper.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

***ECRWSS***

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER

SALVADORE
FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS

KEEPING YOU SAFELY ON THE ROAD
FOR MORE THAN 30 YEARS

SalvadoreAuto.com | Service & Sales: 978-630-2001SalvadoreAuto.com | Service & Sales: 978-630-2001    ||    Gardner, MAGardner, MASalvadoreAuto.com | Service & Sales: 978-630-2001  |  Gardner, MA

Council on Aging requests upstairs 
office for outreach coordinator

SB votes to reduce early voting hours
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

H A R DW I C K  –  T h e 
Select Board held a pub-
lic hearing at their Monday 
meeting to hear a request 
from Town Clerk Ryan J. 
Witkos to reduce the num-
ber of early in-person vot-
ing hours for the Nov. 3 state 
election to 44 hours from 74 
hours. 

Early voting runs from 

Oct. 17-30 and Witkos said 
the municipal building will 
be open for four hours on 
Oct. 17, 16 hours the week 
of Oct. 19-23 and Oct. 26-30 
and for eight hours on Oct. 
24, which is the last day to 
register to vote. 

Witkos said in 2024, the 
town had 10% in-person 
turnout, and he also said that 
he recommends voters come 
out early because there are 
nine ballot questions. 

Witkos said certain week-
days, the building will be 
open until 7 p.m. to allow 
for voters coming home from 
work to have an opportunity 

to vote. 
T h e  S e l e c t  B o a r d 

approved this request, and 
signed the warrant for the 
election.

179 Main St.
The board reviewed a bid 

for 179 Main St., the former 
senior center and school. 
Town Administrator Justine 
Caggiano said the town went 
out to bid a second time 
because the first round did 
not produce any bids. 

This round produced a 
single bid. 

Town receives risk management grant
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– The Board of Selectmen 
heard about a risk manage-
ment grant that the town 
received during a meeting 
last Tuesday. 

Execu t ive  Ass i s t an t 
Mary Beth Kularski said 
this grant is done through 
the Massachusetts Interlocal 
Insurance Associat ion, 
and they offer a $10,000 
no-match grant every year. 
She said the town applied 
for, and received just over 

$8,000. 
During the Sept.  22 

meeting, Kularski said 
$3,500 will be used for 
heating ventilation and air 
conditioning duct work at 
the police station to improve 
air quality since there has 
not been prior routine main-
tenance on it, and a condi-
tion of the grant was to set 
up a regular maintenance 
schedule for the system. 

She said $767 will be 
used for two-way radios 
for the Sewer Department. 
Kularski said $1,098 will 
also be used for the Sewer 
Department for reflective 

cones, warning signs, sup-
port kits, drums and barri-
cades to establish a visible 
work zone. 

The Water Department 
will get a multi-gas detec-
tor to monitor air conditions 
for $2,690 according to 
Kularski. 

Fire chief search
The board  gave  an 

update on the search for a 
new fire chief, saying there 
were nine applications 
received, and the Fire Chief 

Pathfinder celebrates expansion with ribbon cutting 
By Kevin Flanders

Staff Writer
kflanders@turley.com

B E L C H E RT O W N  – 
The Pathfinder Regional 
Vocational Technical High 
School celebrated a major 
milestone, with a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony at the district’s 
new extension campus.

On Sept. 18, local officials 
joined school leaders at the 
ribbon cutting for Pathfinder 
Tech at Cold Spring, the dis-
trict’s new extension campus 
located at 57 South Main St. 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education Pedro Martinez 
jo ined Pathfinder  Tech 
Superintendent Eric Duda 
and local legislators at the 
ceremony. Additional guests 
included state Sen. Jake 
Oliveira and state Reps. 
Aaron Saunders and Todd 
Smola.

“Pa th f inde r  Tech  i s 
turning opportunity into 
action,” Smola told Turley 

Publications. “This expan-
sion means more students 
can get the practical edu-
cation they need to build 
careers, meet critical work-

force needs, and give back to 
their communities.”

Martinez praised the col-
laboration among school 
leaders necessary to convert 

the former elementary school 
into a vocational technical 
campus in only two months. 

The result is an expan-
sion of Career Technical 

Education opportunit ies 
for students throughout the 
region. 

“This is a tremendous 
day for Pathfinder Tech, for 

our nine member communi-
ties, and, most importantly, 
for the students who want 
access to high-quality Career 
Technical Education,” Duda 
said. “What was accom-
plished here demonstrates 
what is possible when peo-
ple come together around a 
common goal. We took an 
elementary school that was 
still serving students in June 
and, in just eight weeks, 
transformed it into a fully 
operational vocational tech-
nical campus that welcomed 
Pathfinder Tech students on 
Sept. 1.” 

The former Cold Spring 
School remained an active 
Belchertown elementary 
school through June 2026. 
The building was turned over 
to Pathfinder Tech on July 1, 
leaving district officials with 
a short window to repurpose 
the facility.

The project  included 
extensive renovations and 
modernization upgrades 

Submitted Photo 

Pathfinder Regional Vocational Technical High School leaders celebrated a major accomplishment with 
local officials.

See PATHFINDER page 6

See N BROOKFIELD 
page 10See HARDWICK  page 7

See BARRE page 6
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Barre Dining Center

BARRE – Elder  Services of 
Worcester Area Nutrition Program 
welcomes guests to dine at the Barre 
Senior Center, 557 South Barre Road. 
The following meals will be served for 
the week of Oct. 5. Lunches are back at 
the senior center, but require a pre-sign 
up. Volunteers are needed at the Barre 
dining site. Volunteers are needed for 
Meals on Wheels (mileage reimburse-
ment) and in the kitchen. People should 
contact 978-355-5027.    

MONDAY – Teriyaki beef, vege-
table fried rice, broccoli, pineapple, 
whole wheat bread, fortune cookie

TUESDAY – Meatloaf with gravy, 
garlic mashed potatoes, Scandinavian 
vegetables, fresh fruit, marble rye bread

WEDNESDAY – Roast turkey and 

gravy, mashed sweet potatoes, peas and 
mushrooms, apple crisp, diet apple-
sauce, dinner roll

THURSDAY – Macaroni  and 
cheese, stewed tomatoes, green beans, 
tapioca pudding, diet = tapioca pud-
ding, Italian bread

FRIDAY – Chicken Tiki Masala, 
couscous, roasted California vegetables, 
Lorna Doones, pumpernickel bread

*Higher sodium entree Meal 
includes milk and margarine. Menus 
are subject to change. All meals are 
served at about 11:45 a.m. each week-
day. Reservations should be made the 
day before by calling 978-355-5027 
before 10:30 a.m. The donation of 
$3.00 per meal helps keep the program 
running. 

Editorial deadline reminder
Deadline for e-mailed press releases is noon on 

Monday. Deadline for hard copy is noon on Friday. 

Corrections policy
The Barre Gazette will gladly correct factual errors 

that appear in this paper. Corrections or clarifications 
will always appear on Page 2. To  request a correction, 
send information to Editor Ellenor Downer at edowner@
turley.com or call 413-283-8393. Corrections may also 
be requested in writing at Barre Gazette, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069.

Senior center has new
 outreach coordinator

Barre/Hardwick Senior Center, 557 South 
Barre Road, announces Gina Pedersen is their 
new Outreach Coordinator.

Pedersen helps older adults and their fam-
ilies find services and resources including 
transportation, fuel assistance, food pro-
grams, housing resources and caregiver sup-
port. She can help people figure out where 
to start and connect with the right agency 
or program. “We’re excited to have Gina in 
this role,” said Senior Center Director Betty-
Jo O’Brien. “We want people to know they 
can reach out when they need help finding 
resources. If you’re not sure where to start, 
Gina’s your gal.” Pedersen office hours are 
Monday from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. and Tuesday 
through Thursday from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. To 
reach her, they may call the Barre/Hardwick 
Senior Center at 978-355-5031.

Barre Historical Society 
On this Saturday, Oct. 3 along with the 

Barre’s Town Wide Yard Sale event, the Barre 
Historical Society will be hosting again a 
yard sale, weather permitting. Tracy LaRosa 
Realty who will be sponsoring the lunch 
event for the workers. Helpers are needed 
for sunrise moving crew-from 6-8 a.m., table 
host-from 7:30-?,  breath-of-fresh-air midday 
supporters from  11 a.m.-? and clean up Crew 
at 3:30 p.m.

Designer Pancake Breakfast 
The next Designer Pancake Breakfast 

sponsored by Cradle Rock Chapter of Eastern 
Star takes place on Saturday, Oct. 10 from 
7:30-10:30 a.m. at Mt. Zion Lodge Hall, 71 
Pleasant St. People may create their favorite 
pancake with chips, nuts, fruit and more. The 
complete breakfast includes designer pan-
cakes, waffles, sausage gravy and biscuits, 
bacon, sausage, juice, coffee and always real 
maple syrup. Cost is adults $10 and children 
6 and under $5. All are welcome.

Church yard sale
On Sa tu rday,  Oc t .  3  the  Bar re 

Congregational Church, 30 Park St., Barre 
participates in the Town Wide Yard Sale from 
8 a.m.-2 p.m. The church offers table space 
for anyone wishing to participate. People 
must donate their profit to the church and 
take home any items they do not sell. The 
yard sale happens rain or shine. In case of 
rain, tables will be set up in Fellowship Hall. 
The Supper Committee will sell hamburgers 
and hotdogs the day of the yard sale.  

Town wide yard sale 
The Town Wide Yard Sale sponsored by the 

South Barre Common Committee, takes place 
Saturday, Oct. 3 from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. It will be 
held rain or shine. To reserve a spot at Nornay 
Park, Main Street, South Barre or to have their 
address placed on the town wide map, people 
should send $10 per participant payable to the 
South Barre Common Committee. It should be 
mailed to South Barre Common Committee, 
P.O. Box 103, South Barre, MA 01074. They 
should include their name, telephone number, 
residential address and location of the yard 
sale if different from the resident address. 
Town maps may be picked up at Nornay Park 
the day of the yard sale at 8:45 a.m. People 
may email mgendron3331@gmail.com with 
any questions.

Church holds breakfast
The Oakham Congregational Church, 4 

Coldbrook Road, hosts a breakfast to benefit 
local food pantries on Saturday, Oct. 10 from 
8 a.m.-9:30 p.m. The menu includes pancakes 
(plain, blueberry and chocolate chip), sau-
sage, scrambled eggs, strawberries, orange 
juice, coffee, tea and hot chocolate. There 
will be a free will donation to benefit the local 
food pantries.

ACORNS
Advocates for Conservation of Oakham’s 

Rural Nature and Safety volunteers are host-
ing several upcoming community-based 
events such as a fundraiser Holiday Market on 
Oct. 3 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. at Lake Dean, two 
walks to the Coldbrook DCR illegal dump 
site on Sundays, Oct. 11 and Nov. 8 from  
noon-1 p.m. and a No Battery Energy Storage 
System rally Sunday, Nov. 11 from  noon-2 
p.m. at the Ware River picnic area on Route 
122. ACORNS meets on Wednesday, Oct. 14 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Oakham Congregational 
Church.

BSER bagged shavings
Bay State Equine Rescue holds their 

bagged shavings sale with pickup on Tuesday, 
Oct. 13 from 8:30-11 a.m. at Camp Marshall, 
92 McCormick Road, Spencer. Minimum 
order is ten bags. Cost is $6.50 per bag for 
quantities up to 149,  $6.25 per bag for quan-
tities of 150 – 299 and $6.00 per bag for 
quantities 300 and up/. Shavings are plas-
tic wrapped 3.25 cubic feet compressed /7.5 
cubic feet loose).

Payment is by cash or check made payable 
to Bay State Equine Rescue at time of pickup. 
People may order shavings by calling Sharon 
at 508-221-8474 or email sah@baystterescue.
org. People should include a phone num-
ber they can be reached at on the day of the 
sale when they place their order. Orders will 
be filled directly from the supplier’s trailer. 
People should have their own people to the 
load their truck or trailer they are using to 
transport the shavings.  

Senior news
The Council on Aging monthly meeting 

takes place Friday, Oct. 9 at noon in the vot-
ing room Town Hall. Proposition 2 1/2 infor-
mational presentations takes place Tuesday, 
Oct. 13 at 12:30 p.m. and Thursday, Oct. 15 at 
6:30 p.m. in the Senior Center.

Seniors should meet at the Senior Center 
on Saturday, Oct. 17 at 9 a.m. to carpool to 
AppleFest at Wachusett Mountain, Princeton. 
Admission will be paid by COA. People 
should call 508-882-4073 to sign up.

Podiatry clinics meet Mondays, Oct. 19 
and Oct. 26 from 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. by appoint-
ment only. They should call 508-882-4073 to 
request an appointment.

A Harvest Potluck luncheon takes place 
Friday, Oct. 30 at 12:30 p.m. in the Oakham 
Congregational Church. People should call 
508-882-4073 to sign up. 

Also the COA is still looking for those 
interested in attending the Healthcare Options 
informational presentation to be held on 
Wednesday, Nov. 4 at noon in the Senior 
Center.

Ongoing activities include puzzling 
Monday through Thursday at 9 a.m., reg-
ularly scheduled yoga Tuesdays at 1 p.m., 
Zumba Gold in New Braintree Town Hall 
Wednesdays at 9 a.m. *note change of time, 
$3 per class and Functional fitness class 
Fridays in New Braintree Town Hall at 10:30 
a.m. an additional $1 will be collected  sep-
arately for use of the building at both these 
classes. A separate sign in will be kept by the 
town at each class as well. Walking groups 
and weigh in are on Thursdays at noon. 

Congregate hot meals
Congregate hot meals are held Monday 

through Thursday at 11:15 a.m. Reservations 
are needed at least two days in advance and 
can be made through the Congregate Meal 
Coordinator from 9 a.m.-12.15 p.m. by call-
ing 508-882-4072. 

The Back Roads Studio 
Tour will be held Saturday 
and Sunday, Oct. 3 and 
4 from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
and includes studios in 
Barre, Gilbertville, North 
Brookfield, Petersham, 
Spencer and Ware.

S t u d i o s  i n c l u d e 
Pieceful Primitives, Lou 
Meyerdierks, 36 Donnelly 
Cross  Road,  Spencer ; 

Buck Hill Studio, Russell 
B u z z e l l ,  2 5  Tu c k e r 
Road, North Brookfield; 
Brookfield Paperworks, 
Elisabeth Hyder, 23 High 
St., North Brookfield; Jeff 
Palmer Designs, 14 Mill 
Road, North Brookfield; 
John  Co l l i n s  S tud io , 
29 Beach Road, Ware; 
Dragonbelly Ceramics, Lisa 
Cohen, 183 Mechanic St., 

Gilbertville; Sheldon Farm 
Baskets, Sue Morello, 587 
Sheldon Road, Barre; and 
Petersham Leathers, Sylvia 
Brown, 202 Popple Camp 
Road, Petersham. 

For more information 
about the Back Roads 
Studio Tour and the fea-
tured artists and crafters, 
visit backroadsstudiotour.
org.

OAKHAM
by Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
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• Lot Clearing
• 60 Ton Crane Available
• Log Linked Firewood
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693
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BRUCE’S WATCH
AND JEWELRY

14Kt. Gold & Sterling Silver

Tues., Wed., Fri. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Thurs. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Closed Sat.-Sun.-Mon.

Swiss
Made
Watches

New Styles!

Back Roads Studio Tour is Oct. 3-4

BARRE –The Barre/
Hardwick Senior Center, 
557 South Barre Road, 
announces Gina Pedersen 
is their  new Outreach 
Coordinator.

She helps older adults 
and their families find 
services and resources 
including transportation, 
fuel assistance, food pro-
grams, housing resources 
and caregiver support. She 
can help people figure out 
where to start and connect 

with the r ight 
agency or pro-
gram.

“We’re excit-
ed to have Gina 
in this role,” said 
Sen ior  Cente r 
Director Betty-
Jo O’Brien. “We 
want people to 
know they can 
reach out when 
they need help finding 
resources. If you’re not 
sure where to start, Gina’s 

your gal.”
The outreach 

c o o r d i n a t o r ’s 
office hours are 
Monday from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. and 
Tuesday through 
Thursday from 9 
a.m.-2 p.m. 

To reach Gina, 
p e o p l e  m a y 
call the Barre/

Hardwick Senior Center at 
978-355-5031.

New Outreach Coordinator at 
Barre/Hardwick Senior Center

Gina Pedersen

Barre Food Pantry makes changes
Once or twice a year 

a  month  begins  on a 
Thursday.  

This makes the third 
Thursday of the month the 
day right after the second 
Wednesday. October 2026 
is such a month.  

As a result, the Barre 
Food Pantry’s two dis-
t r ibu t ions  in  October 
will occur on successive 
days, Wednesday, Oct. 14 
from 10-11:30 a.m. and 
Thursday, Oct. 15 from 
5:30-7 p.m.   

Clients are invited to 
pick up groceries from the 
food pantry either in the 
morning on Wednesday, 
Oct. 14 or in the evening on 
Thursday, Oct. 15, which-
ever is the more convenient 
for them.

The Barre Food Pantry 
volunteers strive to contin-
ue to fulfill their mission to 
get food to hungry and food 
insecure clients. The pantry 
must also continue to pro-
tect clients, volunteers and 
the larger community from 
the spread of respiratory 
viruses 

Many clients and volun-
teers are classified as high-
risk due to their age and/
or underlying health con-

ditions. The Barre Food 
Pantry Board of Directors 
considered changing how 
the pantry currently oper-
ates, but with the continued 
prevalence of ultra-con-
tagious viruses the Board 
decided that  the most 
responsible path forward 
is to continue to operate as 
they have since March of 
2020.

To maintain safe physi-
cal distances between vol-
unteers and between vol-
unteers and clients Oct. 14 
and 15 will again be “drive-
through” style distributions. 
Clients will line up in their 
vehicles on Park Street and 
proceed into the right hand 
(east) entrance driveway of 
the Barre Congregational 
Church.  

They will remain in their 
cars. They’ll drive up and 
be checked in by a volun-
teer, then continue up to the 
church building where their 
groceries will be put into 
the trunk or wayback of 
their vehicle by volunteers 
at multiple stations.

Based on the success 
of distributions so far, the 
Food Pantry volunteers 
believe this “drive-through” 
style is the safest possible 

way to get food to clients 
and to help keep everyone 
well.

On Tuesday night, Oct. 
13 at 5 p.m. the Barre Food 
Pantry will be gathering 
volunteers at the Barre 
Congregational Church to 
unload incoming grocer-
ies from their truck, to sort 
through donated groceries, 
to pre-fill grocery bags and 
in other ways to prepare for 
the distribution the follow-
ing morning. If people can 
help pitch in for an hour on 
the Oct. 13, they should call 
Sonja Blaney at 978-355-
6921.  

People should not arrive 
to volunteer on Oct. 14 and 
15 without first contacting 
Sonja Blaney at 978-355-
4212, Mary Beschta at 978-
355-4212 or Dave Petrovick 
at 978-852-1696.

Because  cond i t ions 
have been changing rap-
idly, people should visit 
the Barre Food Pantry 
website at http://www.
barrefoodbank.org/index.
htm, and the Barre Food 
Pantry Facebook page 
a t  h t t p s : / / w w w. f a c e -
book .com/Bar re -Food-
Pantry-100156068300314/ 
for updates.

Congregational 
church to hold
turkey supper

RUTLAND – A turkey supper hosted by 
the First Congregational Church of Rutland, 
264 Main St., Rutland Saturday, Nov. 7 with 
serving from 5:30-6:15 p.m. 

Menu includes turkey, stuffing, mashed 
potatoes, squash, rolls and apple crisp. Cost 
is $15 per adult, $7 per children age 5-12 and 
free children under 5. 

People may make a reservation by calling 
the church office at 508-886-4453. Take out 
dinners are available.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO 
RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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PUBLIC 
MEETINGS

BARRE
Select Board – Oct. 5 at 5 p.m.
Board of Assessors – Oct. 6 at 6 p.m.
Felton Field Commission – Oct. 6 at 

6:30 p.m.
Planning Board – Oct. 6 at 7 p.m. and 

Nov. 3 at 7 p.m.
Barre Housing Authority – Oct. 8 at 

1 p.m.
Water Commission – Oct. 13 at 5 

p.m.
DPW Commission – Oct. 13 at 6 p.m.
Cable Advisory Committee – Oct. 13 

at 7 p.m.
Conservation Committee – Oct. 13 at 

7 p.m.
Library Trustees – Oct. 14 at 6:30 

p.m.
Cemetery Commission – Oct. 22 at 

11 a.m.
Government Structure and Cost 

Advisory Committee – Oct. 26, Nov. 30 
and Dec. 28 and Jan. 25, 2027  at 1 p.m.

Finance Committee – Oct. 27 at 6 
p.m. and Jan. 5, 2027 and Jan. 19, 2027 
at 6:30 p.m.

Board of Health – Nov. 9 at 5 p.m.

HARDWICK
Paige Library Trustees – Oct. 1 at 7 

p.m.
Planning Board –  Oct. 2 at 10 a.m. 

and Oct. 13 at 6:30 p.m.
Board of Health – Oct. 8 at 6 p.m.
Gilbertville Public Library – Oct. 14 

at 3 p.m.
Hardwick New Braintree Cultural 

Council – Oct. 14 at 6:30 p.m.
Capital Planning Committee – Oct. 

19 at 3 p.m.
Gilbertville Water District – Oct. 20 

at 5:30 p.m.
Conservation Commission – Oct. 21 

at 6:30 p.m.

HUBBARDSTON
Board of Library Trustees – Oct. 1 at 

7 p.m. 
Open Space Committee – Oct. 1 at 7 

p.m.
Select Board – Oct. 5 at 6:30 p.m., 

Oct. 7 at 6 p.m.and Oct. 19 at 6:30 p.m.
Conservation Commission – Oct. 6 at 

7 p.m.
Planning Board – Oct. 7, Oct. 15 and 

Oct. 22 at 6:30 p.m.
Hubbardston Cultural Council – Oct. 

7 at 7 p.m.
Candidate’s Night for upcoming State 

Election – Oct. 14 at 6 p.m.
Council on Aging – Oct. 15 at 4 p.m.
First Meeting House Preservation 

Committee – Oct. 20 at 6:30 p.m.
Board of Assessors – Oct. 21 at 6 

p.m.
Board of Health – Oct. 27 at 7 p.m.
Special Town Meeting – Oct. 27 at 7 

p.m.

BOH holds vaccine clinic
The Hubbardston Board of Health con-

tracted with Walgreen Pharmacy to hold a 
vaccine clinic for ages 6 and up on Saturday, 
Oct. 17 from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Senior 
Center, Main Street. Vaccines offered include 
flu, COVID, shingles, measles, pneumo-
nia, tetanus and others. People may sign up 
for vaccines at the senior center or call the 
Town Clerk at 978-928-1400, extension 202. 
People should include their  name and what 
vaccine and how many. This helps that the 
right amount of vaccines are available at the 
clinic.

Postponed programs
Due to the weather last weekend, the 

Yard Sale and Boutique will be held Friday, 
Oct. 2; Saturday, Oct. 3 and Sunday, Oct. 4 
from 8 a.m.-3 p.m in the Senior Center on 
Main Street. The Art Show sponsored by 
the Council of Aging and the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, both of Hubbardston, will 
be held Saturday, Oct. 3 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
at the Meeting House on the Town Common.

Cultural Council seeks applications
The Hubbardston Cultural Council, part 

of the Massachusetts Local Cultural Council 
network, will be accepting grant applications 
for the 2026–2027 cycle until Thursday, Oct. 
15 at 11:59 p.m. The HCC will begin review-
ing applications in November. The Council 
invites individuals, nonprofits, schools and 
other local organizations to submit propos-
als for creative, educational and communi-
ty-based cultural programming. People may 
visit the hubbardstonma.gov/170/Cultural-
Council for more information and to apply 
for a grant. For further information or to 
arrange an interview with representatives of 
the Hubbardston Cultural Council, people 
should email Laura Foley at laura@lauramfo-
ley.com or call 978-820-0046. 

Senior news
All artists are welcome to attend the art 

group at the Hubbardston Senior Center 
every Friday from 9-11 a.m. A new activity 
at the Senior Center is the Creative Needle 
and Thread activity every Friday from 9 a.m.-
noon. All are invited to bring projects, such 
as embroidery, cross stitch, sewing and quilt-
ing. Questions may be directed to Michelle at 
508-450-4476.

 Yarn-It-All group meets from 10 a.m.-
noon. Knitting and crocheting projects will 
be worked on, and those who have questions 
will get help from others who attend. Games 
of Pitch are held the second and fourth 
Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m. and the first and 
third Fridays at 6:30 p.m. Cribbage is played 
every Thursday at 12:30 p.m., Bingo is every 
Monday at 12:30 p.m. and Wii Bowling 
is every Monday and Thursday at 9 a.m. 
Functional Exercise Classes are held at the 
Senior Center Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
9:30-10:30 a.m.  

HUBBARDSTON
by Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

Peter
Durant State Senate

★ ★ ★ ★
PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO RE-ELECT PETER DURANT

PROTECTING OUR WALLETS
✓	 Earned	a	perfect	voting	record	of	

protecting	taxpayers	from	tax	increases

✓	 100%	rating	in	standing	up	for	local	small	
businesses

✓	 Fully	funding	our	schools

✓	 Sponsored	legislation	for	Crumbling	
Foundations

SUPPORTING OUR
LOCAL COMMUNITIES

✓ Fighting	for	increases	to	Chapter	70	
Education	Funding	and	Rural	School	Aid

✓ Fighting	for	increases	to	Local	Municipal	
State	Funding

✓ Securing	Budget	Earmarks	for	Local	
Police	and	Fire	Departments

PROTECTING OUR RIGHTS
✓ Supporting	our	sportsman	and	protecting	

their	rights
✓ Support	small	business

GETTING THE 
JOB DONE FOR US

W.R. ROBINSON LUMBER CO., INC.
www.wrrobinsonlumber.com

413-477-6050
Cleveland Road (off Route 32) • Hardwick/Barre Line
Open Monday-Friday 7am-4pm; Saturday 7am-Noon

OUR PRODUCTS
INCLUDE:

The Largest Selection 
of Eastern White Pine 

in the Area
Wide Plank Flooring,

Paneling, Siding
Beams & Timbers

Bark Mulch at 
Mill Direct Pricing

In a Variety of Colors
or Natural

Protect & maintain your biggest asset

CALL FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE508-308-2041

✓  ROOF CLEANING & ROOF REJUVENATION
✓  HOUSE WASHING, DECKS & FENCES
✓  CONCRETE, POOL PATIOS
✓  GUTTER WHITENING
✓  CONDOS, APARTMENTS AND HOAS
✓  COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES

SCAN FOR MORE

ROOF REJUVENATION
Before you spend $20,000+ on a 
full roof replacement, 
discover the soy-based
treatment that can SAVE
homeowners thousands.

Our eco-friendly 
rejuvenation treatment:
• Extends roof life by up to 15 years 

(with applications every 5 years).
• Restores flexibility to old,  
 brittle shingles.
• Locks in granules and adds 

a fresh waterproof seal.
• Costs 90% less than a  

roof replacement.

BOSTON – Continuing 
i t s  e ffo r t s  t o  ensu re 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  r e s i -
dents and visitors get the 
most out of fall in New 
England, the Department 
o f  C o n s e r va t i o n  a n d 
Recreation announces the 
return of its Interactive Fall 
Foliage Map, which has 
been updated for the 2026 
season. 

The map depicts foliage 
conditions across the state, 
showing where leaves have 
begun to change, as well as 
how far they are in the pro-
cess.    

“We take fall very seri-
ously in Massachusetts, 
and we want everyone to be 
able to enjoy the best New 
England has to offer,” said 
DCR Commissioner Nicole 
LaChapelle “DCR prop-
erties are home to beauti-
ful forests that come to 
life with the colors of fall. 

Each year, our Foliage Map 
helps guide thousands of 
people to where the leaves 
are most colorful so that 
they can experience all the 
magic of the fall season.”   

DCR’s  In te rac t ive 
Fall Foliage Map enables 
users to prepare for leaf 
peeping by searching 
based on geography and 
calendar dates. The map 
can also search for foliage 
activity at specific DCR 
properties so that visitors 
can plan their trip around 
when colors will be most 
vibrant. 

The map also features 
photos taken by DCR staff, 
allowing visitors to see cur-
rent conditions before set-
ting out to a park.   

Through a combined 
analysis of forestry records 
from past falls and data 
on current weather pat-
terns, DCR is able to map 

where and when leaves are 
most likely to start chang-
ing colors. Foliage activ-
ity is expected to peak in 
mid-October this year. 
As with previous years, 
Western Massachusetts is 
expected to reach peak col-
ors before the rest of the 
state.   

The Interactive Fall 
Foliage Map is easily 
accessible on both desktop 
and mobile devices and can 
be found online at DCR’s 
Fall  Foliage webpage. 
Agency social media chan-
nels will also share foliage 
content throughout the sea-
son.   

DCR’s Fall Foliage web-
page also highlights recom-
mended ideal foliage view-
ing spots in the state park 
system, along with hiking 
trails, picnic areas, and sce-
nic overlooks at the loca-
tion.

 Submitted photo

This Interactive Fall Foliage Map shows where and when leaves are most 
likely to start changing colors. Foliage activity is expected to peak in 
mid-October this year. As with previous years, Western Massachusetts is 
expected to reach peak colors before the rest of the state. 

Fall foliage reaches peak mid-month

CNEER to hold fall fundraiser 
benefit dinner on Oct. 24

HARDWICK – Central 
New England Equine 
Rescue, Inc. will hold a 
fall fundraiser benefit din-
ner at Hardwick Crossing 
Country Club, 262 Lower 
Road, on Saturday, Oct. 24.

Doors open at 5 p.m. 
and a buffet dinner will be 
served at 6 p.m. 

Tickets are $100 each 
or bundle two tickets for 
$175. Payment must be 
received by Oct. 10.

To purchase t ickets 
online, use the QR code 
or visit www.zeffy.com/

en-US/ticketing/fall-fund-
raiser-banquet. Checks 
made payable to CNEER 
can also be mailed to 96 
New Braintree Road, West 
Brookfield, MA 01585.

About CNEER
CNEER is a grassroots 

rescue located in West 
Brookfield. Its mission is 
to rescue, heal and restore 
the spirit of the horse 
when it has been damaged 
through abuse, neglect and 
abandonment.

CNEER is committed to 

making a difference – one 
horse at a time.

For more information 
about CNEER, people 
may visit CNEER.com 
or follow the rescue on 
Facebook.

See PUBLIC MEETINGS 
page 7
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
My question is not for 

me, but for my daughter 
who is 62 years  old. 

She does not want to take 
her Social Security now. 
Her husband was a doctor 
and passed away recently. 
She had been married to 
him for more than 10 years 
and, in the meantime, he 
married someone else. 

I thought the President 
erased taxes on earned 
money so that people could 
collect what was due them 
no matter what they earned. 

My daughter keeps tell-
ing me she has already 
earned too much this year 
and cannot collect her wid-
ow’s benefits until next year. 
I don’t understand what 
no tax on Social Security 
means then. 

Also, she wants to wait 
until she is 67 before she 
collects her own money. 
She has been a nurse and 
believes her own benefits 
may be larger than her wid-
ow’s benefits. Is she correct 
to wait for that long? 

Signed: Worried Mom

Dear Worried Mom: 
Your daughter is likely 

correct. There are two fac-
tors which come into play 
in your daughter’s circum-
stance – one is the Annual 
Earnings Test (for those 
collecting early SS bene-
fits), and the other relates 
to Federal income tax on 
SS benefits received. I’ll try 
to clarify both of these for 
you: 

If your daughter claims 
her widow’s benefit at 
age 62, her benefit will be 
significantly reduced by 
approximately 20+% from 
what she would get at her 
SS full retirement age, and 
that would be a permanent 
reduction. 

And, if she works, which 
you imply she does, she 
would also be subject to 
Social Security’s Annual 
Earnings Test which limits 
how much she can earn by 
working prior to reaching 
her SS Full Retirement Age, 
which is age 67). 

The earnings limit for 
2026 is $24,480 (changes 
yearly) and, if her annual 
2026 earnings exceed that 
amount, Social Security will 
take away $1 of benefits 
for every $2 she is over the 
annual limit. 

For example, if she is 
$25,000 over the limit, 
SS would take way bene-

fits equal to $12,500. That 
would mean she wouldn’t 
get any SS benefits for the 
remainder of this year and 
likely some of next year 
also. And, if her earnings 
are significantly more than 
the annual limit, she may 
even be temporarily ineli-
gible to receive a widow’s 
benefit (until she either 
reaches her FRA or earns 
less money). 

F Y I ,  t h e  A n n u a l 
Earnings Test will go away 
when your daughter reach-
es age 67 but, until then, 
the AET will likely restrict 
her ability to receive Social 
Security benefits if she con-
tinues to work full time.

The next factor to be 
aware of is the so-called 
“One Big Beautiful Bill,” 
which the President claimed 
means “no tax on Social 
Security.” This is an entire-
ly different factor than 
the Annual Earnings Test  
described above. 

The above AET discus-
sion dealt with SS earnings 
limits while taking benefits 
before FRA, whereas the 
OBBB deals with income 
tax on Social Security bene-
fits actually received. 

The OBBB (enacted 
last year) provides an extra 
$6,000 deduction per person 
on the tax return filed with 
the IRS for those 65 years 
of age or older. That extra 
IRS deduction is designed 
to offset either totally or 
partially any income tax 
which is levied on Social 
Security benefits received 
by those age 65 or older. It’s 
also important to know that 
the OBBB only provides 
temporary income tax relief, 
because the law expires 
after the 2028 income tax 
year. 

All of which leads me to 
conclude that your daugh-
ter’s decision to wait longer 
to claim her widow’s benefit 
from her deceased ex-hus-
band is a prudent choice. 
As long as she is working 
and earning more than the 
annual earnings limit before 
age 67, the AET will restrict 
how much Social Security 
she is able to receive. If she 
later stops working or goes 
to part-time employment, 
she can revisit her decision 
at that time. And, depend-
ing on her own personally 
earned Social Security ben-
efit amount at age 67 (vs. 
her widow’s benefit), she 

5 years (Oct. 7, 2021)
Not Available

10 years (Oct. 8, 2016)
Not Available

25 years (Oct. 4, 2001)
Part of Hubbardston’s his-

torical assets will be soon a 
fond memory in the minds 
of early residents. Contents 
of the Wheeler Brothers 
Country Store will be put on 
the auction block at a time 
to be announced. Items from 
the store may be viewed 
on a web site. Having lived 
across the street from the 
store for over 18 years and 
visiting it many times before 
the closing in 1968. I [Jane 
McCauley] went there almost 
daily ent there by my parents 
to seek daily bread or things 
the family had ran out of. 
During World War II many 
residents had their grocer-
ies delivered by the delivery 
truck with the shades that 
went up and down. This 1937 
Chevrolet delivery truck will 
also be on the auction block.

A house that was under 
construction burned to just 
a few charred remnants in 
the early hours of Sept. 19. 
The builder, Liberty Builders 
of Spencer, invested about 
$60,000 into the building. 
The owners building insur-
ance will cover the materi-
al and equipment costs, but 
not the labor costs. Liberty 
Builders constructed three 
homes on Grove Street and 
owned two lots with frontage 
on South Barre Road. Those 
two lots were originally part 
of a 13 acre parcel owned by 
D.A. Robinson of Hardwick. 
Barre Fire Chief Joseph 
Rogowski said that a few 
people were interviewed and 
the investigation is continu-
ing. The state fire marshal’s 
office posted a $3,000 reward 

for information leading to the 
arrest of those involved.

Wes  Dwel ly  o f  Old 
Turnpike Road, Oakham, 
recently won first place in 
the all New England giant 
pumpkin. Growing of these 
pumpkins required a lot of 
care and his wife, Marcia, 
said that he just about lived 
in the pumpkin patch all sea-
son. The gardening began in 
the fall with preparing the 
soil well for the next season 
pumpkin crop. Good seed 
from a good background 

was also important and Wes 
added he was fortunate to get 
good seed this season. 

38 years (Oct. 8, 1998)
The town through the 

Barre Commons Advisory 
Committee wil l  send a 
g r an t  app l i c a t i on  t h i s 
week to the Department of 
Environmental Management 
seeking funds to improve the 
Town Common. Sarah Dyer, 
chairman of the Commons 
Committee, said the town 

T h e  f o r e c a s t  o f  a 
September nor’easter cer-
tainly had everyone scurrying 
about.  

Instead of running to the 
grocery store for necessities, 
I headed straight to the gar-
den to tidy up a few things. 
With visions of air-borne 
pots, soggy containers of 
compost and ruined produce 
dancing in my head I got 
right to work.

First to check off my list 
was digging up the potatoes. 
The stems had died down on 
two of my three rows over 
two weeks ago and I didn’t 
want the spuds sitting in 
impending mud when they 
could be curing somewhere 
safe and sound.  

Speaking of curing, it is 
important to be intentional 
with this step, so that your 
potatoes will be edible well 
into the winter months. 
Curing potatoes properly will 
help to prevent rot, premature 

sprouting, and 
toxic greening 
of the skin and 
flesh.  

By waiting 
a week or more 
after the plant 
has died before 
digging up the 
tubers, the skins will thick-
en and be less prone to inju-
ry during harvest. Once they 
are dug, a week spent in a 
cool and totally dark space 
will further firm their skin 
and change sugars to starch, 
completing the ripening 
process.  

Never wash potatoes prior 
to storage! Gently brush 
off dirt and store in a single 
layer in the darkness at 55-60 
degrees.  

Darkness will prevent 
greening, which renders 
potatoes inedible. Use any 
pitch-forked or shovel- 
marked spuds first, as dam-
age to the skin will invite rot. 

Once the potatoes were 
out of the ground, I applied a 
two-three inch layer of com-
posted manure and lime to 
the plot, then worked it in to 
the soil.  

I won’t be planting pota-
toes there next year other 
wise I would have stayed 
away from both amend-
ments.  

After that, I got to task 
number two, planting a cover 
crop in the empty ground. 
I figured with rain com-
ing over the course of three 
days it would be off to a 
great start. In the big garden, 
where I can use my tiller, I 
sow winter rye. 

It will start growing now, 
hold the soil in place over 

the winter, then, as spring 
ensues, it will grow 
tall and go to seed. 
Typically you mow 

it down or incor-
porate it into the 
soil before it gets 

too big.  
Winter rye adds so 

much organic matter 
to the garden. Be sure to 

give the grass time to break 
down before planting into it; 
chopping it up/in about three 
weeks to a month before 
planting is a good plan. 

A n o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t 
occurred to me while I was 
sowing the rye was seed sav-
ing. I purposely left what 
was left of my first sowing of 
green beans to go to seed.  

I harvested all of the dried 
pods and will shuck them 
later, once I am sure that they 
are fully dry.

Finally, a bit of house-
keeping to finish out my 
scurrying around.  I collected 
my black plastic mulch, row 
covers and insects netting. I 

will hose off the black plas-
tic, cinch up holes in the net-
ting, and assess what I can 
salvage of my aging row cov-
ers .  

I’ve smartened up and 
finally labeled what I use for 
what crop. For example, my 
number of cantaloupe/water-
melon hills will likely remain 
the same, so reusing the same 
plastic mulch in that spot 
next year is a good plan.

With the storm behind us 
now, I can go back to a less 
frantic approach to garden 
clean up. Enjoy the fall foli-
age as you embark on your 
own work.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Look Back
Shrove Tuesday – 2003

File photo

Don Rich flips pancakes in the foreground 
while Jennie Ericson tends to the sausages 
at the Shrove Tuesday pancake dinner at the 
Christ Episcopal Church in South Barre. 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Mother worries her 
daughter making bad 
Social Security decision

Garden scurrying

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

See SECURITY, page 5 See PAST PAGES page 6
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For our rural way of life in changing times

can assess whether to claim 
her personal SS retirement 
benefit or to, instead, claim 
her benefit as her ex-hus-
band’s widow if that amount 
is larger than her own SS 
retirement. And, unless 
Congress later extends the 
OBBB prior to 2029, she 
will, at that time, likely need 
to pay income tax on the 

Social Security benefits she 
receives.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental 
entity. This article is intend-
ed for information purpos-
es and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-

ions and interpretations of 
the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by 
the National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.          

SECURITY from page 4

Common Nighthawk
Bird reported recent 

sightings of common night-
hawks at the Rutland Prison 
Camps in Rutland and in 
Worcester.

The common nighthawk 
is a medium sized (8.7 to 9.8 
inches long) nocturnal bird 
of the nightjar family found 
in both the Americas. It is 
typically dark colored: gray, 
black or brown with intricate 
patterns providing camou-
flage and making them diffi-
cult to spot during daytime. 

They are mostly observed 
in flight. The slender body, 
long wings (wing span 20 to 
24 inches) and white wing 
patches on the wings make 
them easy to identify. 

Although they have a 
small beak, there mouth is 
large. They have noticeable 
barring on their sides and 
abdomen and short legs.

Its life span is about four 

to five years. The males 
of this species may roost 
together, but the bird is pri-
marily solitary. 

The  common night -
hawk is the only nighthawk 
occurring over the majority 
of northern North America. 
During migration common 
nighthawks may travel 1,600 
to 4,200 miles, one of North 
America’s longer migra-
tions. 

They migrate by day or 
night in loose flocks, fre-
quently numbering in the 
thousands. An aerial insecti-
vore, the migrants will feed 
en route and congregate in 
marshes, rivers and lake-
shores. 

The best time to see them 
during migration is in late 
afternoon into the evening. 

During flight, their vocal-
ization is a nasal “peent” or 
“beernt.” Peak vocalizations 
are reported 30 to 45 min-
utes after sunset. The male 
makes a croaking “auk auk 
auk” in the presence of a 
female during courtship.

Night time feeding is 
rare. The most common 
insects in their diets are 
butterflies and moths. They 
actively avoid eating flies. 

Artificial light sourc-
es such as parking lots 
attracts them in an effort to 
forage for insects enticed 

by the light. They even fly 
extremely low over the sur-
face of water to drink. 

Nighthawks preferred 
breeding and nesting habi-
tat is forested regions with 
rocky outcrops, clearings, 
burned areas or spots with 
small patches of sand gravel. 

The female lays six to 
seven eggs on a bare rock, 
gravel or even in lichens. 
Both male and female feed 
the young are by regurgita-
tion usually before sunrise 
and after sunset. The male 
also feeds the female during 
nesting. 

Sandhill crane
After  wr i t ing  about 

sandhill cranes, in the most 
recent bird column, I saw 
a sandhill crane in a field 
in Hardwick near the New 
Braintree line by the Ware 
River.

On my return, I saw a 
crane in a different location 
of the same field. I was not 
sure it was the same one or a 
different one.

Flocking Canada geese
In my travels, I saw sev-

eral flocks of Canada geese. 
There was a small flock in 
New Braintree and a larg-
er flock in a harvested corn 
field in Spencer. The large 
flock were migrating south 
for the winter. I’m not sure 
if the smaller group sum-
mered here or not.

Wild turkeys
Wild turkeys are a famil-

iar sight. This week I saw a 
hen turkey with her slight-
ly smaller poults on a lawn 
in Barre. Last week I saw a 
small flock of Tom turkeys.

People may report a bird 
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or 
texting 774-262-5882.

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Serenity Hill Sampler
by Jane McCauley

I am sorry about no col-
umn last week.   

I had cataracts removed 
and I am unable to see to 
type. I have been using a 
magnifying glass to see by.   
Hope it will get better as the 

eye drops work.
I made a chicken soup this 

week. I shredded a cooked 
chicken and added a can of 
corn, can of peas, can of car-
rots, sliced onions and two 
cans of cream of chicken noo-

dle soup. I added some water 
and put it all in a crock pot. 

It made a large amount so 
I froze some of it.

This column is short as 
using a magnifying glass is 
not easy. Have a good week.By Louisa Knowles

Now that we are aware that 
microplastics are in the air we 
breathe, the water we drink 
and the food we eat, there is 
a growing concern about how 
plastics affect our health and 
that of the all life. 

Scientists, doctors, our 
government agencies and 
individual citizens are grow-
ing increasingly concerned. In 
2026, the National Institute of 
Health has made microplastics 
a major federal health priority. 

The Department of Health 
and Human Services has been 
funded to assess the effects of 
microplastics in the body and 
possible ways to remove them. 
The Environmental Protection 
Agency has also been funded 
to study, track and ultimately 
mitigate the damage caused 
by microplastics in the human 
body and the environment. 

NIH has found in animal 
models that microplastics 
cause endocrine disruption, 
leading to hormone imbalanc-
es and fertility issues. They 
also cause nerve damage and 
oxidative stress. 

At the University of 
California San Francisco, 
research in both humans and 
animals found that exposure 
to microplastics could harm 
reproductive, digestive and 
respiratory health and there is 

a suggested link to colon and 
lung cancers.

Yet, in Massachusetts, only 
1%-4% of #4 plastic is recy-
cled. This includes shopping 
bags, bread bags, and plastic 
film like dry cleaning bags. 
They end up in our landfills, 
our oceans, or are incinerat-
ed,  which causes hazardous 
pollutants, an increase risk of 
cancer, respiratory disease, 
and hormone disruption. 

A big reason for this is the 
fact that Massachusetts does 
not have the recycling infra-
structure to process these plas-
tics. It is estimated that 42-48 
million tons of plastic waste 
are produced per year in the 
US. It is projected that over 
200 million metric tons will 
be produced in the next four to 
five years. 

As many of you are aware, 
Community Resilience had 
arranged with Higgins Energy 
Alternatives in Barre to have 
space to collect #4 plastics. 
A volunteer took them to 
Home Depot, who had agreed 
to recycle them. After a few 
months, a manager at Home 
Depot said that they were 
throwing away our recycling. 
So, collection stopped. 

Two stores that I have 
researched who do take #4 
plastic are all Big Y’s and all 
Market Basket’s in our state, 

if there is a recycle bin to 
receive them at the store loca-
tion. They take grocery retail 
and produce bags, bread bags, 
films such as dry-cleaning 
bags, case overwraps as on 
paper towels, wood pellet bags 
and bubble wrap. 

It is essential that the plas-
tic be clean and free of debris. 
The markets then send the 
plastic to TREX where they 
are used in the manufacture 
of deck boards, railings and 
deck furniture. 

Citizens need to advocate 
for putting a cap on plastic 
production and major invest-
ment in research for safe plas-
tic replacements. We can sup-
port this by joining groups like 
Beyond Plastics of Greater 
Boston, MASSPIRG and the 
Sierra Club, as well as others.

On an individual level, we 
can limit, as much as possi-
ble, single use plastics. We 
can drink from glass or steel 
containers when we are out 
and about, cook with wood 
or metal implements and use 
cookware made from stain-
less steel or cast iron. We can 
also buy clothes made from 
natural fibers, rather than 
from synthetic fibers such as 
polyester or nylon. 

An excellent resource 
is the book, “How to Give 
Up Plastic,” by William 
McCa l lum.  The  Ba r r e 
Library now has this book. 
Two good movies are “The 
Plastic Detox” available on 
Netflix, and “Plastic People” 
on Amazon Prime. An inter-
esting and timely website is 
PlasticFreeJuly.org. 

If you are interested in 
working on the plastic issue, 
please feel free to contact me, 
Louisa Knowles at: communi-
tyresiliencebarre.org	  

Plastics and Our Health

THE LAST ROSE OF SUMMER

In the deep and dark cold of winter and the gradual warming of spring, 
  The greening of nature leaves the doldrums of winter in its wake,

April’s spring flowers grace the roadside welcoming the sweet return of life,  
  And we, its grateful beneficiaries, reach out gladly to partake. 

Early on, “Old Garden” varieties get things started with nice color after the 
long winter’s dormancy, 

  Reminds me of the pale skin of humans after a long, cold winter,
But it heralds a coming of flourishing abundance in the days ahead,

  And pricks the urge to soil those gardener’s gloves as we dig in there.

In late spring and early summer, “Rambling” varieties start to flourish,
  And with them the surging temperatures of nature and a young man’s 

fancy, (or even an old one’s),
One with blazing passion, one with rapturous memories,

  Both reflecting the pleasures of the heart brought on by all of nature.

Mid-summer’s long, hot days, and cooling evenings brings us English
and David Austen’s varieties, Floribunda’s,

Quiet walks along sandy roads at the Cape reveal the incredible array
of its climbers on white picket fences everywhere,

Like life itself all around them, a perfect fit with the sea grass and sand 
 and Atlantic sprays floating in on the freshening breeze,

Young lovers linger for a bit of stolen time, and older ones close their  
eyes and drink in the salt air, remembering when.

As summer wanes and autumn approaches, hybrid teas with deepening 
                   colors reflected in the shortening days and cooling temps,

Accompany the flowering of the lovely Rose of Sharon,
  Not a True Rose at all, but a hearty Hibiscus with abundant trumpet-

 style flowers of gentle beauty, 
And what I have always thought of as, The Last Rose of Summer.  

 A.B.SPLAINE

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com 
24 Water St., Palmer  • www.turley.com
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SMARTSMART
MONEYMONEY

Brought to you by Turley Publications

www.edwardjones.com    Member SPIC

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Farber & Lindley
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

56 Common Street, Barre

978-257-8429
Personal Injury

Automobile Accident
Landlord Representation

www.farberandlindley.com

The Varney Family of Companies
12 Nichewaug Road, Barre, MA 01005

Before you buy or rent to own, visit...

Waterwheel
Village

A Unique 55 & Better
Mobile Home Community

978-355-3454

We’re always looking for good sales people and contractors

Well Domes
Protect Water Wells

Strong Security Against the Unexpected
978-355-3454

Before You List Please Call Us On Our
Special Low Commission Rates!

Waterwheel Realty
978-355-4438

Call Abby Montalto 508-579-9897
Or

Paul Varney, Jr. 978-771-3492

  Edward Jones, its employees and financial 
advisors cannot provide tax or legal advice. 
You should consult your attorney or qualified 
tax advisor regarding your situation.

Member SPIC > edwardjones.com    

David J. Mason, CFP®, ChFC®

Financial Advisor

164 Market Drive
Athol, MA 01331
978-780-0002

Member SIPC

Hunter E Boody, ChFC®

Financial Advisor
1448 Main St
Palmer, MA 01069
413-289-1875

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894P-A AECSPAD

Retiring Soon?
Give us a call.

Professional Real Estate Services Since 1978

What does financial 
fulfillment actually feel like?

Feeling financially fulfilled means so much more than just the 
number in your bank account. It's about being able to take your 
family out to dinner without calculating whether you can afford it. It 
means sleeping soundly on a Sunday night, knowing that if the water 
heater gives out tomorrow, you can handle it. And it's saying yes to a 
vacation because you planned ahead and the money is there.

In short, financial fulfillment is the feeling that your money is 
supporting the life you want.

Yet true fulfillment is surprisingly rare. Only 16% of Americans 
are financially fulfilled, according to a 2026 study by Edward 
Jones and Gallup, “Money and Meaning: Understanding Financial 
Fulfillment." Those at the other end of the spectrum, the financially 
stressed (32%), often say that money regularly controls their daily 
decisions. Most Americans (51%), however, fall in the middle — 
the financially conflicted. They manage to get by but often carry a 
persistent undercurrent of worry.

Notably, where you land on this spectrum has less to do with 
your income than you might expect. More than half of households 
earning $175,000 or more are still financially conflicted. 

Building the foundation
So, the question becomes, "What do financially fulfilled people 

do differently?" Simply put, they tend to have foundational planning 
structures in place. Five behaviors show up consistently among the 
financially fulfilled, and they're simple steps you can take, too.

• Build an emergency fund (98% of fulfilled have this). 
Aim for saving three to six months of living expenses in a liquid, 
easily accessible account. When you know you can handle the 
unexpected, you stop bracing for it, and lower stress gives you a 
higher quality of life.

• Create a financial plan for retirement (91% of financially 
fulfilled have one). It’s hard to feel in control if you don’t know 
where you’re going. A retirement plan puts a real number on what 
you’ll need and lays out a clear path to get there, with built-in 
protection against life's unexpected curveballs. 

• Save intentionally for major milestones (87% of 
financially fulfilled do). A home renovation, a new vehicle or a 
child’s education don't have to feel disruptive. Setting money aside 
deliberately for the milestones you anticipate means you can say yes 
without scrambling.

• Put an estate plan in place (66% of financially fulfilled have). 
Estate plans are not just for the wealthy. A will and basic estate plan 
help ensure what you’ve worked for still reflects your wishes after 
you’re gone. 

• Work with a financial advisor (60% of financially fulfilled 
who sought any guidance have used an advisor in the past year). The 
internet is great, but real guidance comes from a credentialed person 
who knows you and your family and what you want your money to 
do for you.

Knowing that your money is working toward the life you want 
doesn't happen by accident. Feeling financially fulfilled is worth the 
effort and may be more achievable than you realize. 

throughout the building. 
Pathfinder Tech instructors, 
staff members, and students 
joined forces with contrac-
tors and community part-
ners to renovate classrooms, 
establish technical learning 
spaces, move equipment and 
materials, and prepare the 
facility for its September 
opening.

Despite the scope and 
accelerated timeline of the 
project, the transformation 
was completed on time and 
significantly under budget. 

“This extension campus 
is an investment in students 
– and in the future work-
force of our region,” Duda 
said. “For years, demand for 
Career Technical Education 
has exceeded the number 
of seats we have available. 
This project is about creating 
opportunities.”

Pathfinder Tech at Cold 
Spring currently serves 
approximately 100 students 
and offers five CTE pro-

grams: Health Assisting, 
Medical Assisting, CAD/
Pre-Engineering, Electronics 
Technology and Hospitality 
Management.

The Cold Spring exten-
sion will ultimately increase 
Pa th finder  Tech’s  d i s -
trict-wide capacity by 150 
student seats, representing 
the largest expansion in the 
district’s history.

“When we inves t  in 
career and technical educa-
tion, we are building a stron-
ger workforce, creating new 
pathways for students, and 
strengthening Massachusetts 
for the future,” Smola added. 
“Pathfinder Tech is giving 
students the tools to succeed 
and Massachusetts a work-
force ready to lead.”

The project was made 
possible by a $3.5 million 
CTE Capacity Expansion 
Grant  awarded through 
t h e  H e a l e y - D r i s c o l l 
Administration. The fund-
ing supported modernization 
of the Cold Spring facility, 
equipment and furnishings, 

the launch of the Medical 
Assisting program and addi-
tional improvements across 
the district.

Officials  commended 
school leaders for accom-
plishing the expansion with-
out seeking a debt exclu-
sion or capital infrastructure 
requests from member towns. 

“We did not go back to 
our nine communities and 
ask them to take on debt to 
make this happen,” Duda 
said. “This is an example of 
responsible planning, collab-
oration, and taking advantage 
of opportunities when they 
become available. We found 
a way to substantially expand 
opportunities for students 
while protecting our member 
communities from a major 
capital expense.”

The repurposing of the 
Cold Spring facility also cre-
ated employment opportuni-
ties across the region. 

New and expanded posi-
tions associated with the 
campus include a build-
ing administrator, school 

nurse, school resource offi-
cer through the Town of 
Be lche r town ,  ca fe te r i a 
employees, additional teach-
ing and support staff and 
other positions necessary to 
operate the campus and sup-
port students. 

Duda also recognized 
Belchertown Public Schools 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  B r i a n 
Cameron for his partnership 
throughout the transition. 
Cameron was an early sup-
porter of exploring the reuse 
of the Cold Spring building 
and worked collaboratively 
with Pathfinder Tech officials 
throughout the process. 

“This could not have 
h a p p e n e d  w i t h o u t  t h e 
Tow n  o f  B e l c h e r t ow n 
a n d  t h e  B e l c h e r t ow n 
Publ ic  Schools ,”  Duda 
s a i d .  “ S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Cameron, Town Manager 
Steve Williams and the 
Belchertown Select Board 
understood very early what 
this building could become 
and what it could mean for 
students throughout the 

region.”
A d d i t i o n a l l y,  D u d a 

thanked the Pathfinder Tech 
School Committee for its 
support throughout the proj-
ect.

“I am incredibly fortu-
nate to have a forward-think-
ing and supportive School 
Committee,” Duda said. 
“They understood the vision, 
they understood the need, 
and they were steadfast in 
their support as we worked 
through an ambitious time-
line.”

The ceremony concluded 
with the cutting of the ribbon 
in front of Pathfinder Tech 
at Cold Spring. Officials 
were surrounded by current 
Pathfinder Tech students who 
will benefit from the repur-
posed facility.

The entire building acqui-
sition process, grant pro-
gram and renovation proj-
ect took less than a year to 
complete. Pathfinder Tech 
officials first announced 
plans for the expansion in 
October 2025, then finalized 

an agreement with the Town 
of Belchertown in January 
2026.

The s ta te  grant  was 
awarded in April, just before 
Pathfinder officials took pos-
session of the building on 
July 1. 

“This building represents 
much more than renovated 
classrooms and technical 
labs,” Duda said. “It rep-
resents opportunity. It rep-
resents partnership. Most 
importantly, it represents 
what can happen when state 
government, local communi-
ties, educators, elected offi-
cials, students, and staff work 
together with a shared pur-
pose.”

The Pathfinder Regional 
Vocational Technical High 
School District serves stu-
dents from Belchertown, 
Granby, Hardwick, Monson, 
New Braintree, Oakham, 
Palmer, Ware and Warren.

The district provides aca-
demic and CTE opportunities 
to students in grades nine-12.

PATHFINDER page 1
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Cable Television contract
Tow n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r 

Melanie Jackson said she and 
Mike Warren of the Cable 
Advisory Committee were 
working on the Charter cable 
television license renewal. 
The Select Board held a pub-
lic hearing. No one from the 
public or Spectrum attend-
ed the hearing. The Town 
Administrator will work with 
Town Counsel on the license 
renewal. The legal costs 
would come from Public, 
Education and Government 
funds charged to the cable 
subscribers and given to the 
town to fund cable access. 

Guidelines and policies
P o l i c e  C h i e f  J a m e s 

Sabourin said he was work-
ing on the accreditation and 
certification process. He 
said the town’s pursuit poli-
cy was in conflict with state 
regulations. All policies must 
comply with Massachusetts 
General Laws and state regu-
lations as part of that process. 

The chief presented the 
revisions to the Select Board. 

The Board approved the revi-
sions of all guideline and 
policies accepted by Chief 
Sabourin. 

Flock cameras 
The Police Chief said 

the town has a contract with 
Flock camera. They present 
a privacy issue. The town has 
two cameras. The town had 
one camera on South Barre 
Road. The chief had the 
Department of Public Works 
remove that camera. The 
other one was at Quabbin 
Regional High School. He 
requested the town sever 
the contract with Flock and 
remove the Flock cameras 
in town. The board voted to 
approve his requests.

Trick or Treating
The Police Chief said 

trick or treating will be on 
Halloween, Saturday, Oct. 31 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. There 
also will be Trunk or Treat at 
the same time on Common 
Street. 

Other business
Select Board Chairman 

Maureen Marshall said the 
Town Administrator evalua-
tion will take place in a cou-
ple of weeks. Annual reviews 
were also head for all depart-
ment employees. 

The Town Administrator 
said there was no need at this 
time to hold a Special Town 
Meeting.

The Select Board signed 
the Nov. 3 election warrant 
which contains nine ballot 
questions as well as election 
of both state and federal offi-
cials. 

The Board  approved 
the Midstate Trail Ride for 
Oct. 10 and 11. They also 
approved the Special Permit 
for Christmas in Barre for 
Dec. 4 and 5. 

They approved the use 
of Town Hall for Circle of 
Song from Jan. 21 to May 
13 for Thursday night 
rehearsals and a spring con-
cert. 

T h e y  a p p r o v e d  t h e 
appoin tment  of  Ar thur 
Sheldon to the Civilian 
Traffic Control Unit and his 
wage authorization. 

must follow certain pro-
cedures to be eligible for 
the construction grant. The 
town has already received 
a grant of $37,800 to pay 
for engineers to draw up 
the plans.The town and 
DEM must successful-
ly execute a grant agree-
ment that outlines project 
scope, responsibilities, 
obligations, protocols and 
requirements associated 
with the implementation 
of the projects. Dyer said 
it was originally thought 
that the town’s share of the 
project would be $18,000, 
but because of increased 
funding, the town’s share is 
now $16,000. The Village 
Improvement Society has 
pledged $8,000 and the 
town must come up with 
the $8,000.

O a k h a m  P o l i c e 
Chief and sergeant gave 
their report Monday to 
Selectmen regarding the 

incident a resident brought 
to the board’s attention 
at the previous meeting. 
Police Chief David Galena 
said on Sept. 4, three police 
officers set up radar near 
Rutland Road on North 
Brookfield Road at 5:30 
p.m. after reeving several 
complaints from residents 
on that road of speed-
ing vehicles early in the 
morning. About 5:45 a.m. 
Officer Kevin LeBretton 
said he clocked a vehicle 
going 55 miles per hour in 
a 35 mile and hour zone. 
Using a flashlight, the offi-
cer attempted to wave down 
the vehicle. Another offi-
cer was on the other side of 
the road with a flashlight. 
When it appeared the driv-
er wasn’t going to stop, 
the  officers got off the 
road. The officers pursued 
the vehicle and the drive 
allegedly increased his 
speed to 60 miles per hour.

Hubbardston Selectmen 
approved the renewal of a 

three year gravel remov-
al permit for Pitcherville 
Sand and Gravel opera-
tion at their Sept. 28 meet-
ing, despite objections of 
the legal counsel of a rival 
operation, which abuts 
it. The Selectmen made 
no changes to the per-
mit, which was originally 
issued in 1989. Christopher 
Dahlstrom, legal counsel 
for Annie Marinelli and 
Susan Proulx of the D.J. 
Palme Nominee Trust, 
raised objections regard-
ing some perceived inade-
quacies in the engineering 
inspection report given to 
the Selectmen by Bruce 
Saluk, the town’s engineer. 
Dahlstrom said Saluk’s 
report was too brief and 
didn’t address the param-
eters of the permit section 
by section. He also ques-
tioned why the Selectmen 
were issuing the renewal 
when, according to the 
town’s current bylaws, the 
Planning Board had juris-
diction. 

PAST PAGES from page 4
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hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Fall Into Golfing & More
Please Check Facebook

For Dinner & Drink Specials

See Website for More Information

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, 

Friday & Saturday
Online Ordering Available

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Sip & Paint
Tuesday

Oct. 6 & Oct. 20
Starting at 6:30 p.m.

Visit Our Website For More Details

Function 
Space 

 Available

815 Worcester Rd., (Route 122), Barre
978-355-2122

J & J Family Restaurant

Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Friday & Saturday 7:000 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.; Sunday 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Look For Our Daily Specials

Breakfast Served
All Day

 

Here in Ware at 
Dhillon Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. Dhillon & staff offer services:

Dhillon Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
173 West Street, Ware • 413-277-7086 • dhillonfamilydental.com

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9am-5pm, Tuesday 9am-5pm, Friday 8am-3:30pm

We Offer A Smile In A Day!

Dr. Navkiran 
Dhillon, 

BDS DMD MAGD

• Root Canals
• Extractions 
• Implants 
• Veneers 

• Gum Grafts
• Bone Grafts 
• Dentures
• Fillings

• Teeth in a Day
• Invisalign

Kelly Bado, O.D.
Doctor of Optometry

Eye Exams
Will Be Resuming Practice 

on October 5th

Barre Opticians
395 Main St., Barre • 978-355-2191

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
Most Insurances Accepted

Select Board Vice-Chair 
William Tinker asked some 
questions to be sent to town 
counsel, including the bid-
der’s request to rescind a 
payment performance bond, 
and how the town would be 
protected if the bidder takes 
title of the property but does 
not follow through with ren-
ovations. 

He also asked about 
enforceable development 
milestones that could be put 
in the agreement so any reno-
vations don’t stall. The board 
members tabled a decision 
on the RFP until they receive 
answers from counsel.

Eagle Hill sewer 
connection

The Select Board, acting 
as the Sewer Commission as 
well, discussed a new dormi-
tory at the Eagle Hill School. 
Caggiano said an application 
hasn’t been received yet. 

Tinker asked several ques-
tions that he said need to be 
looked at before they approve 
a new connection, includ-
ing whether they have hired 
licensed engineers to look 
at design flow, determined 
the capacity of the main 
and pumping station and 
what percentage of capaci-
ty for future development in 
Hardwick will this project 
take up. 

Tinker said the town’s 
regulations call for licensed 
engineers and a permitting 
process. 

Bill Cole, chair of the 
Planning Board, said during 
the application process, the 
applicant said there would 
not be higher flow because 
of the dorm, as there will not 
be any new users, and the toi-
lets would actually be more 
efficient. 

YouTube/cable access
The board continued dis-

cussion on the owner of the 
town’s YouTube channel, and 
who has ownership of the 
raw video should the town 
terminate the current vendor 
operating it. 

Tinker also asked why 
there was a $3,700 invoice 
on July 1, since the vendor is 
paid quarterly. 

According to Caggiano, 
that bill would have been for 
the last quarter of fiscal year 
2026 and the law allows the 
town to encumber bills from 
the prior fiscal year between 
July 1-15. Caggiano also said 
the new information technol-
ogy vendor is working to get 
all of their materials onto a 
cloud backup so they have 
access in the future.

Town Administrator’s 
contract

The board voted to place 
an item on a future agenda 
regarding the contract with 
the Town Administrator, par-
ticularly section 19, which 
states that the town has to 
give the Town Administrator 
six months of notice if 
they intend to terminate  
the contract, and the Town 

Administrator also has to 
give six months notice to the 
town if they plan to terminate 
it.

Open meeting complaint
The board discussed a 

response to an open meeting 
law complaint, which was 
submitted by resident Jeffery 
Smith, regarding missing 
meeting minutes. Smith 
alleged that since the board 
voted to remediate the miss-
ing minutes, they have actu-
ally gotten worse. 

Tinker said there are still 
several meeting minutes out-
standing that have not been 
approved, or in some cases, 
have been approved but not 
posted to mytowngovern-
ment.org. 

According to Caggiano, 
since this complaint regards 
meeting minutes from out-
side of 30 days ago, the town 
is not required by law to give 
a response. 

Select Board roundtable
Tinker sought permission 

to speak to town counsel 
on certain topics regarding 
the construction and cost of 
a sewer line, and was grant-
ed that permission by Chair 
Jeffrey Schaaf. He also 
mentioned the new build-
ing at Pathfinder Regional 
Vocational Technical High 
School which makes room 
for 150 more students. 

Schaaf noted that the rail-
road crossing on Lower Road 
in Wheelwright has been 
repaired. 

HARDWICK from page 1

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
Cultural Council – Oct. 1 at 6 p.m.
Fire Department Meeting – Oct. 5 at 6 p.m.
Library Trustee – Oct. 5 at 6 p.m.

OAKHAM
Board of Health – Oct. 8 at 6 p.m.
Library Trustees – Oct. 22 at 5 p.m.

PETERSHAM
Select Board – Oct. 1 at 5:30 p.m.
Petersham Historic District – Oct. 1 and 

Oct. 15  at 6 p.m.
Zoning Board of Appeals – Oct. 1 and Oct. 

8 at 7 p.m.
Board of Assessors – Oct. 2 at 9 a.m.
Council on Aging – Oct. 5 at 4 p.m. and 

Nov. 9 at 1 p.m.
Open Space and Recreation Committee – 

Oct. 6 at 6 p.m.
Conservation Commission – Oct. 6 at 7 

p.m. 
Cemetery Commission – Oct. 13 at 11 a.m.
Petersham School Committee – Oct. 13 at 

4 p.m.
Board of Health – Oct. 13 at 6:30 p.m.

RUTLAND
ADA Commission – Oct. 1 at 4 p.m.
Select Board and Finance Committee Joint 

Meeting – Oct. 1 at 6 p.m.

PUBLIC MEETINGS  from page 3

Planting day at the 
Ware River Park gazebo

HARDWICK –  The 
Hardwick Conservation 
Commission has been 
working on a restoration 
project on the slope of the 

Ware River next to the 
gazebo in Gilbertville. 
The commission has been 
working on removing inva-
sive plants in Ware River 

Park.  The gazebo area was 
surrounded by a large stand 
of Japanese knotweed, 
which has been removed.  

The invasive Japanese 
knotweed grows quick-
ly and aggressively which 
thrives in disturbed areas 
along riverbanks and road-
sides. The knotweed forms 
dense thickets that pose a 
significant ecological threat 
to riparian areas.

Recently, ten volunteers 
helped install compost 
socks along the river bank 
next to the gazebo.  The 
compost socks will help 
stabilize the slope and help 
control erosion.  

The volunteers laid out 
and staked six rows of 
compost socks along the 
river bank. The next step 
in restoration is to plant 
some native trees, shrubs 
and herbaceous pollina-
tor plants in the compost 
socks.

N e i l  H a l i n  o f  t h e 
Hardwick Conservation 
C o m m i s s i o n  a n d 
Jim Bourcier of Ware 
moved compost socks.

Submitted Photos

Volunteers prepared the gazebo area of Ware River Park in Gilbertville for a 
planting day. 
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Obituary 
Policy

Barre Gazette

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Abby Montalto
Real Estate Agent

508-579-9897
abby@cmscllc.com

Paul R. Varney Jr.
Real Estate Agent

978-771-3492
paulvarney73@gmail.com

Brendan McDonald
Real Estate Agent

978-549-4582
brendan.wwr@gmail.com

paulraymondvarney@gmail.com
12 Nichewaug Rd., P.O. Box 339, Barre, MA 01005

A family operated
business since 1978

(508) 829-7333

1015 MAIN STREET, HOLDEN MASSACHUSETTS 01520

“CERTIFIED CONTACT LENS & EYEGLASS SPECIALISTS”

$50 OFF Your
Eye Glasses Package

$100 Minimum Purchase. Expires 11/30/26.

COUPON

GARDNER TEN PINS
560 West Broadway, Gardner

978-632-0010

Birthday Parties, Fundraisers, Bar & Grill
Go To Our Website gardnertenpins.com
To Register And For More Information

Lot 2 Briar Cr. Ware 
UPSCALE ESTABLISHED 

SUBDIVISION
Cul de sac

Mother in law / 
ADU possibilities

Walking distance to schools
Town water and sewer
Underground electric 
By owner $94,995

413-813-1104

Quabbin Regional School District News
The first days of school 

are always filled with so 
much excitement and enthu-
siasm from students, staff, and 
families.  

This year was no excep-
tion. Upon walking into each 
of our school buildings, you 
can’t help but notice the 
“shine” of a new school year. 
Literally, floors are so glossy 
you can see a reflection of 
yourself.  Students and staff 
have carefully chosen their 
“first day” attire so that it is 
a reflection of their individu-
ality and a statement of who 
they are.  

Bulletin boards are created 
to welcome students and to let 
them know a little bit about 
what it will be like to be a part 
of the classroom and school 
community. Everything feels 
like possibility and opportu-
nity.

All of our schools recent-
ly held Open House Nights 
to welcome students and 
families to the new school 
year.  For some, they may 
have been asked to engage 
in a scavenger hunt to find 

where classroom resources 
were located and for others, 
they may have been asked to 
share something unique and 
personal about their child to 
help teachers get to know and 
understand each student.  

There was one thing that 
all the Open Houses had in 
common and that was a pal-
pable sense of excitement 
for a new school year and an 
eagerness to work together 
both school and home to sup-
port student success.  

Now that we are a few 
weeks into the school year 
though, some of that “shine” 
may feel like it is wearing 
off.  Learners may be com-
ing home tired and laden with 
complaints. As a parent, you 
may not know or understand 
what has happened and you 
may be worried that your 
child’s school experience isn’t 
as you had hoped.  Before 
you panic or think something 
is awry, stop and pause.  

Remember just a few short 
weeks ago, students did not 
have such jam packed days 
and full schedules.  The 

adjustment to the return to 
school usually begins with 
lots of excitement and pos-
itivity and then as students 
continue to participate in full 
days of learning without the 
breaks of summer, they may 
begin to feel tired and cranky.  

Here are some tips to help 
your learners adjust:

Set Predictable Home 
Routines: establish clear 
expectations around rou-
tines, workspaces for home-
work, bedtime and screen 
time.  This will help create 
order, minimize distraction, 
and ensure time for rest and 
rejuvenation.

E n c o u r a g e  S e l f -
Regulation: talk with your 
child(ren) about recognizing 
their own body cues when 
they feel frustrated, excited, 
or overwhelmed.  Help them 
to learn to manage their emo-
tions and encourage them to 
take a short break or move to 
reset themselves.

Promote Resilience and 
Growth Mindset: Remind 
students that learning is 
about making progress rather 

than being “good” or “bad” 
at something, encourag-
ing self-kindness when they 
encounter challenges. 

Praise for Effort: Focus 
feedback on specific progress, 
strategies used, and effort 
put into work rather than just 
grades

Connect  Interests  to 
Learning: Help make con-
nections between challenging 
subjects or content to your 
child’s interests, activities, or 
hobbies.  

Teach Self-Advocacy:  
Encourage children to express 
their needs, ask questions, and 
to seek help from their teach-
ers.  

Partner with your child’s 
school, teacher, administra-
tor:  Communicate throughout 
the year, if you feel something 
is going well- reach out! If 
you have a worry- reach out!  
Attend school events, show 
your connection and invest-
ment to school and your 
child’s learning.  Talk about 
school at home, discuss 
themes of kindness, goal set-
ting, work habits and more.  

From the desk of Quabbin Regional School District Superintendent Colleen Mucha

Paige Memorial Library 
October activities

H A R DW I C K  –  T h e 
Paige Memorial Library, 87 
Petersham Road, presents 
“Ghosts of New England” 
with Jonah Knight at the 
Town House, 40 Common 
St., on Tuesday, Oct. 6 at 6 
p.m.

This program of history 
and unusual tales is brought 
to you by the Hardwick-New 
Braintree Cultural Council. 

Knight presents real unex-
plainable phenomena awith 
a sprinkle of interactive fun, 
historical details, and mag-
ical effects to enhance the 
funny, spooky, and emotional 
stories. New England Ghosts 
explores local history through 
the lens of spirits and unex-
plained phenomena. Make 
sure to attend if you are fas-
cinated by ghost stories and 
history. 

Costume swap
A  H a l l o w e e n  c o s -

tume swap will be held on 
Saturdays, Oct. 10 and 17 
from 11 a.m.-noon. Bring in 
a costume and take home a 
costume.

Jewelry making
Think Pink on Tuesday, 

Oct. 13 at 6 p.m. with jewel-
ry making in honor of Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month.

Grouch Day
Grouch day will be held 

on Thursday, Oct. 15 from 
2-7 p.m. Come moan, sulk, 
and complain among friends 
and leave a vinegar message 
for all to read.

Ed the Wizard
Ed the Wizard presents 

magic and fun on Saturday, 
Oct. 17 at 2:30 p.m. brought 
to you by the Hardwick-New 
Braintree Cultural Council 
and the Libraries of Hardwick 
at  the Town House,  40 
Common St.

Needle felting
Needle felt a mushroom 

on Tuesday, Oct. 20 at 6 p.m.

Halloween tattoos
Come in for a Halloween 

tattoo during library hours on 

Oct. 27, 28 and 29.

Face painting
Face painting will be held 

at the library on Saturday, 
Oct. 31 from 9:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. A donation will 
help cover material costs. 
Sign up for a spot ahead of 
time by emailing or calling. 
Appointments every 10 min-
utes.

Trail of Treats
Trail of Treats will be held 

on the Common on Saturday, 
Oct. 31 starting at 5:30 p.m.

Ongoing programs
Join the Paige Memorial 

Library for Wednesday morn-
ing Story Hour and activi-
ties beginning with “getting 
to know you time” at 10:30 
a.m. and story and activities 
at 11 a.m. Homeschoolers 
are welcome and can access 
books and materials through 
our l ibrary and through 
Interlibrary Loan. 

The Friends’ Book Sale 
is ongoing. The Book Club 
and the Cookbook Club meet 
monthly. 

The Paige Writers meet 
every other week. Friends of 
the Paige Memorial Library, 
the Movie Committee, the 
new Hardwick Gardening 
C l u b ,  a n d  t h e  P M L 
Volunteers are open to new 
members. 

The library staff would 
like to start a teen group 
where creative teens can 
come together and make art, 
discuss music and culture, 
and relax. Anyone interest-
ed should let the library staff 
know.

Share ideas for books, the 
library of things, programs, 
speakers, or more. Please 
email, call or stop in.

For more information, 
visit www.paigelibrary.com, 
find the Paige Memorial 
Library on Facebook, email 
pa ige l ib ra ry.ha rdwick@
gmail .com or  cal l  413-
477-6704. See the full cal-
endar of activities at www.
pa ige l ib ra ry. com/ca l en -
dar-of-events/.

Turley Staff Photo

The Whistlestop’s new owner Dillon Sherwood cut the ribbon at a ceremony held at the restaurant, 
located at 248 Main St., Gilbertville. Shown from left are Ware Business & Civic Association and 
Beyond member Jan McCoy; state Rep. Donnie Berthiaume; WBCA President Dan Flynn; Hardwick 
Town Administrator Justine Caggiano; Dillon Sherwood; WBCA members Dan Collette and Blair 
Robidoux; state Sen. Peter Durant; and WBCA member Dustin Pennington.

Ribbon cutting held at The Whistlestop
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Dorsey Memorials

Headstones & Grass Markers
Custom Designs & Styles

Monument Cleaning 
& Maintenance

Commercial Granite Signs
Cemetery Lettering

Bronze Memorial Plaques 

Laser Etching 
Benches & Urns

Veteran’s War Memorials
Boulders &

Irregular Shapes

Mausoleums 
& Columbarium

Two convenient locations to serve your memorial needs
     anywhere in the Quabbin region

T.S. Mann Memorials
199 Petersham Road, Rt. 32 • Athol, MA • 978-249-2206

www.MannMemorials.com
Mon.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 8-2

Dorsey Memorials
707 Main Street, Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212

www.DorseyMemorials.com
Mon.-Fri. 10-4 • Sat. 9-Noon

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

PETERSHAM
SANITARY SERVICE

Check to See if You Need
Your Septic Tank Pumped

Before the Snow Flies!

978-724-3434
www.PetershamSanitaryService.com

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED BY RY PARCELL

Septic System 
Pumping & 

Maintenance
in Barre, Hubbardston, 

Rutland, Oakham, 
Petersham and Beyond 

for Over 65 Years.

Serving Breakfast & Lunch 7 DaysServing Breakfast & Lunch 7 Days

Stars & Stripes Diner
32 Main St., Hubbardston • 978-820-1600

Check Out Our Facebook Page For Specials
Like Us On Facebook@starsandstripesrestaurant

Thank You For Your Service!
OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK!

Delicious Breakfast & Lunch
Homemade Sourdough Breads

Our
advertisers
make this

publication
possible.
Let them

know
you saw 
their ad
in the

Barre
Gazette

Petersham Lions Club hold blood drive
PETERSHAM – The 

Petersham Lions Club host-
ed a blood drive with the 
Rhode Island Blood Center 
on Saturday, Sept. 19.     

It was a beautiful crisp 
day and the drive was a huge 
success. A total of 27 units of 
blood were collected with 28 
sign ups. 

This number of units 
translates into possibly help-
ing 81 people depending on 
how they process and uti-
lize the blood. There was 
one first time donor and 
three people who have start-
ed donating again after an 
absence of 20 plus years with 
the changes in limitations.   

Th i s  i s  t he  s econd 
blood drive held with the 
Rhode Island Blood Center. 
Lynne Shaw RN, from the 
Petersham Lions Club, 
serves to coordinate the event 
with the RIBC.  

RIBC is user friendly as 
it comes out to the location 
and sets up their donation 
stations and privacy intake 
areas, so folks can donate 
locally and not have to drive 

into one of the cities. The 
phlebotomy staff is friend-
ly and engaging and highly 
experienced.   

They offer drinks and 
snacks  a f t e rwards  fo r 
donors.  The entire process 
takes 30-40 minutes includ-
ing completing paperwork, a 
prescreening by a RIBC staff 
member and the actual dona-
tion, which itself takes only 
about ten minutes.  

Donors are able to book 
appointments on line through 
the RIBC website. Anyone 
can donate every 56 days. 
This means you can donate 
up to six times a year.  

The exclusion criteria 
is listed on the website and 
with the advancements in 
blood testing, processing and 
medical care, there are very 
few absolute exceptions. If 
you thought you were not eli-
gible to donate, please check 
the new guidelines as you 
may now qualify. 

Many updates such as 
wait times for surgery, tat-
toos, out of country travel 
have been changed. This is 

also true for medications and 
medical conditions. Even 
those on blood thinners and 
have a cancer history are eli-
gible.   

The biggest factor for 
being deferred is the hemo-
globin level that they test in 
your blood. It is important 
to eat a high iron diet a week 
or so ahead of time and be 
well hydrated. A one -time 
deferral does not impact your 
ability to donate in the future.

Blood cannot be manufac-
tured or created. Only a per-
son can donate blood.    

One unit can serve up to 
three adults and even more 
children and babies. Blood 
is needed for those with 
medical conditions needing 
regular transfusions, surgery 
patients and trauma victims.  

It could go to a newborn 
just fighting to stay alive, a 
young child battling leuke-
mia, a teen in a car accident, 
a young woman with anemia, 
a middle-aged man with a 
bleeding ulcer or an elderly 
woman having a heart oper-
ation. 

Your blood can be made 
available to someone in need 
within 24-48 hours after 
donating. Less than 3% of 
the population donates, yet 
80% will need a transfusion 

of one or more units in their 
lifetime. In less than an hour 
you can save up to three 
lives. 

The RIBC is a member 
of New York Blood Center 
Enterprises which recently 
expanded into Massachusetts 
with the opening of a donor 
center in Chelsea. They are 
dedicated to blood donation, 
research, cure of blood-
borne diseases and a leader 
in hematology and transfu-
sion therapies. They have 
locations in 16 states. They 
opened more than 60 years 
ago, delivering over 1 million 
blood products to over 400 
hospitals and healthcare part-
ners annually.  

The Petersham Lions 
Club has scheduled four ten-
tative dates with the goal of 
this becoming a quarterly 
offering in Petersham every 
year. The tentative dates of 
the future drives in 2027 are:  
Jan. 9, May 1, Aug. 28 and 
Oct. 30.  

More information will 
be shared, especially on the 
Petersham Alert Network as 
the dates get closer.    

Thank you to all who 
donated on Sept. 19 and 
hope to see you at the next 
Petersham Lions Blood 
Drive.  

Submitted photo

From left, Sister Marie Isabelle, Mother Mary Elizabeth and Sister Christine donate blood at the Petersham 
Lions Club blood drive on Sept. 19. The Rhode Island Blood Center staff from left to right are Alexis, 
Elliescia and Karen.

EQLT to host talk and 
presentation on invasive 
insects on Oct. 4

HARDWICK – The 
East Quabbin Land Trust 
will host an information-
al talk and presentation on 
invasive insects on Sunday, 
Oct. 4 at 1 p.m. at EQLT’s 
office located at 120 Ridge 
Road.

Elizabeth Barnes, Ph.D., 
Fores t  Pes t  Outreach 
Coord ina tor,  Crop  & 
Pes t  Serv ices  a t  the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Agricultural Resources, 
will be the guest speaker 
and will share information 
on monitoring, managing, 
removing, and projected 
impacts of, existing and 
emerging invasive insects 
in Central Massachusetts, 
including spotted lantern-
fly, emerald ash borer, and 
wooly adelgid, among oth-
ers. Barnes will discuss the 
conditions under which 
these invasive insects have 
arrived in Massachusetts, 
the crops, trees, vegetation 
and other conditions that 
are enabling them to thrive 
in this region, the impacts 
that they can have on farm-
ing, native landscapes and 
wildlife, and human sys-
tems. Barnes will share 
what steps homeowners, 
municipalities and orga-
nizations can take to help 
control or mitigate their 
impact and spread.

This educational pub-
lic awareness event is 
open to everyone, though 
due to space limitations, 
RSVPs are required. Please 
email Amy Trevvett at 
atrevvett@eqlt.org by Oct. 
1 to RSVP. 

About EQLT
The East Quabbin Land 

Trust fosters a meaning-
ful relationship with the 
natural world by conserv-
ing, connecting with, and 
caring for the farmlands, 
woodlands, and waters in 
the East Quabbin region 
of Massachusetts. EQLT 
works closely with com-
munity members to fos-
ter vibrant communities 
through engagement with 
the outdoors.

EQLT was formed in 
1994 out of concern for 
the loss of farmland and 
wildlife habitat in and 
around Hardwick. Since 
1998, EQLT has expand-
ed its land protection 
efforts to include Barre, 
Petersham, New Braintree, 
North Brookfield, West 
Brookfield, Hubbardston, 
Ware and other nearby 
towns. 

By working coopera-
tively with property own-
ers, government agencies, 
conservation groups, and 
other land trust organi-
zations, EQLT has been 
able to protect over 7,000 
acres in the region; pur-
chased and leases the 
historic Country Store in 
Petersham, revitalizing 
the heart of the town; and 
has purchased and opened 
eight miles of former rail-
road corridor as part of the 
Mass. Central Rail Trail in 
Hardwick, New Braintree, 
Ware and Barre. 

For more information 
about EQLT, visit www.
eqlt.org. 

PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS
As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 

weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo-
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content.

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for the Barre Gazette, please email edowner@turley.
com.
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more doctors!

PAID FOR BY NADIA FOR CONGRESS

Join the movement at 

NadiaforCongress.com

vote independent!

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

GIACOMO’S 
GOURMET FOODS

“Cucinare con amore”

Jim & Laurie Del Garbino
Partners

GRAB N GO MEALS, BAKERY, 
LOCAL FOOD & ARTISAN VENDORS

★ We Won the Best of Central Mass/
Community Choice Award for Catering, Vegetarian/

Vegan/Gluten Free Offerings ★

★ Jim Del Garbino was Voted 
Top 3 Chefs for the Same Award ★

        32 Main St., Suite 2, Hubbardston, MA
508-826-8808/508-826-2133

giacomosgourmetgranola@yahoo.com
www.giacomogourmetgranola.com

ORDER 
TODAY!

Barre Pizza
10 Moulton Street, On the Common, Barre

978-355-4595

Check Out Check Out 
Our Online MenuOur Online Menu

www.barrepizza.comwww.barrepizza.com
WE DELIVER

Open 7 Days

BILL’S GARAGE 
OF RUTLAND INC

General Auto Repairs • 24 Hour Towing
Gas • Diesel • Propane

Custom Exhausts & Alignments

TIRE & ALIGNMENT CENTER
Also Featuring

Non Ethanol Fuels & VP Racing Fuels
DEF AT THE PUMP

74 Maple Avenue (Route 56), Rutland
508-886-4401 • 508-886-2371

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD –
New York Times Bestselling 
Author Michael J. Tougias 
will present a free slide lec-
ture about King Philip’s War 
at the West Brookfield Senior 
Center, 73 Central St., on 
Sunday, Oct. 4 at 1 p.m. 

This lecture is sponsored 
by the Quaboag Historical 
Society.

N a m e d  a f t e r  “ K i n g 
Philip,” who was also known 
as Metacom, a Wampanoag 
chief, the war was fought 
between the colonies and 
many of the Native American 
tribes from 1675-1676. 

“Per capita basis, it had 
the highest casualty rate 
of any war America was 
involved in,” Tougias said. “It 
was a major, major event.”

One of the most brutal 
battles that occurred during 
King Philip’s War took place 
at a Native American vil-
lage along the Ware River, 
in the area now known as 
the Winnimusset Wildlife 
Management Area, near the 

Hardwick/New Braintree 
line.

“ T h e  a c t i o n  t h e r e 
is  known as Wheeler’s 
Surprise,” Tougias said.

Captain Thomas Wheeler 
was instructed to go and 
meet with the local Nipmuck 
tribe and force them to sign 
a peace treaty, where he was 
met with an ambush.

“Wheeler was shot off his 
horse, but rescued by his son 
and taken back to the garri-
son at Foster Hill Road in 
West Brookfield,” he said. 
“He survived and wrote an 
account of it.”

To u g i a s  s a i d  a f t e r 
the ambush, the Native 
Americans followed Wheeler 
and his men back to the 
garrison and burned all of 
Brookfield down. He said 
they could not get the garri-
son to burn, because as noted 
in Wheeler’s memoir, “God 
made it rain,” and it wouldn’t 
ignite. 

Wheeler later died as 
a result  of his injuries 
received during the battle of 
Brookfield. 

Tougias has written two 

books about King Philip’s 
War; “Until  I  Have No 
Country” and “King Philip’s 
War: The History and Legacy 
of  America’s  Forgotten 
Conflict”, which he co-au-
thored with Eric Schultz.

G r o w i n g  u p  i n 
Longmeadow, Tougias devel-
oped an interest in King 
Philip’s War, and he learned 
a lot about it from his father, 
who was a history buff.

“Where I grew up there’s 
a King Philip’s stockade,” he 
said. “Once you know a lit-
tle bit, you just start craving 
more and more.”

Tougias said meeting fel-
low author Schultz was a 
blessing and that they shared 
the same passion. 

“He went to all the sites 
ac ross  New Eng land ,” 
Tougias said.

K i n g  P h i l i p ’s  Wa r 
is  known as America’s 
Forgotten Conflict, as it is 
something that few people 
know about. 

“I’ve spoken at almost 
every town in Massachusetts. 
People don’t know much 
about this war,” Tougias said.

D u r i n g  t h e 
lecture on Oct. 
4, Tougias will 
share maps and 
s h o w  w h e r e 
the battles hap-
p e n e d ,  a n d 
what they look 
like today. He 
said his lecture 
will  be l ike 
w a t c h i n g  a 
documentary and 
will captivate audience mem-
bers of any age; even chil-
dren.

“If people want to bring 
their kids, they’re welcome 
as well,” he said. “Kids are 
fascinated by it all.”

Tougias has authored a 
total of 38 books over the 

course of his career, includ-
ing “The Finest Hours”, 
which was made into a 
Disney movie starring Chris 
Pine and Casey Affleck.

His latest book, “In Deep 
Water: A Story of Sharks, 
Survival, and Courage” tells 
the story of three recreation 

fishermen whose boat sinks 
off New Orleans in the 
Gulf of Mexico.

“The Coast Guard 
gave them a 1% chance 
of ever being found,” 
Tougias said. “All they 
had time to grab is a cou-
ple coolers to hang on 
to. They make a vow to 
stay together and not talk 
about why the boat sank.”

Tougias said the fisher-
men thought they would be 
rescued within a few hours, 
but there were no other 
boats on the water.

“Instead of just surviv-
ing three hours, they have 
to survive 28 hours treading 
water through the night,” he 
said.

The fishermen faced the 
elements, dehydration, jelly-
fish stings and a shark attack.

“They wanted the story to 
be told,” Tougias said. “It’s 
an absolute off-the-charts 
survival story and rescue too. 
They should not be alive.”

For more information 
about Tougias and his books, 
visit www.michaeltougias.
com.

Renowned author presents lecture on King Philip’s War

Search Committee said only 
one of the applicants met all 
of the standards in the post-
ing. 

The board deliberated 
whether to ease qualifications 
to get more finalists, or to 
simply continue with the one 
applicant. 

According to Police Chief 
Ryan Daley, who sits on the 
search committee, some of 
the applicants did not formal-
ly put their Industrial Control 
Systems certifications in their 
applications, but he said they 
are basic and it’s likely they 
do have them, but the com-
mittee bypassed anyone who 
did not complete the appli-
cation correctly. Selectman 
Peter Orsi said one of the 
requirements on the applica-
tion called Fire Prevention 1 
certification was no longer 
required by the state. 

Jamie Gilman, the chair 
of the board, said since 
there was an error, it is pos-
sible the town would have 
to repost the job, to which 

Daley requested reaching out 
to legal counsel if the board 
chooses that option, saying 
there is a possibility they 
could run into a legal prob-
lem since one applicant met 
all of the original require-
ments. Selectman Ralph Kay 
said he would not be in favor 
of cutting back the require-
ments since the chief should 
set the standard for the rest of 
the department. 

Kularski said since the 
posting did not instruct appli-
cants to send proof of their 
certifications, she could send 
out a blanket email to all of 
the applicants to give them 
a chance to produce those 
documents, and the board 
approved of that option. 

Senior Center facilities
The board discussed a 

change of facilities request 
at the Senior Center, essen-
tially to re-label all of the 
restrooms to be gender neu-
tral, which according to 
Kularski stems from a build-
ing code requirement. She 
said since the current con-

figuration has a restroom for 
women but not one for men, 
it has to be changed because 
the code doesn’t allow for 
one but not the other. 

Currently,  there is  a 
restroom designated for 
employees, women and a 
gender neutral handicapped 
restroom. 

Kularski said part of the 
reasoning for this stems from 
a Board of Health inspection 
last year, where they deter-
mined the center had to stop 
cleaning the mop in a reg-
ular sink; they need to do it 
in a separate one specifical-
ly for that purpose. Kularski 
read a general law that stated 
the mop sinks are not sup-
posed to be in a public facing 
room, so that’s why it’s in the 
employees restroom. 

The restroom that was a 
women’s room that will now 
be labeled as gender neu-
tral also has multiple stalls, 
which raised some concerns 
with the board. 

Par t  of  the  reques t , 
according to the board, was 
to remove the urinal in the 

restroom currently designat-
ed for employees since there 
are only a couple employ-
ees there. According to the 
request, it is leaking and 
backing up. 

Gilman questioned why 
they would not fix the leak 
instead of removing it. 

Gilman also had con-
cerns that these changes were 
already done by the time the 
request came into the board, 
since the Selectmen are sup-
posed to oversee and approve 
major changes. 

Council on Aging Director 
Courtenay Rivera was pres-
ent, and said they have been 
communicating with at least 
one member of the board, 
that being Kay. Rivera said 
when the center did not pass 
inspection last year, that 
information was sent to the 
former town administrator 
and the board, so she thought 
they already knew. 

In other updates to the 
center, Rivera said they 
can now prepare meals in 
the kitchen because they 
installed a vegetable prepa-

ration sink as required by 
the Board of Health, but they 
still cannot cook with grease 
until the hood systems are 
upgraded. 

She also said the ovens 
will have to be replaced with 
commercial ovens in the 
future. 

Project updates
The board gave updates 

on projects including North 
Main Street parking and the 
Mad Brook bridge project. 
According to the board, the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation has not signed 
off on the municipal paving 
project yet for the parking, 
and signs will not be ordered 
until that happens. 

There has been some cor-
rective action being done 
in the past couple weeks 
according to the board. 

Kularski said the Mad 
Brook bridge project is part 
of the Massachusetts munic-
ipal bridge program, and 
the first step is getting ease-
ments, so it is currently stuck 
with lawyers, and a town 

meeting article is being draft-
ed for it. 

Kularski said the Shared 
Streets program is going 
through paperwork issues, 
and once it’s done, a contract 
can be awarded. 

Spending requests
The board approved two 

spending requests from the 
Highway Department includ-
ing $881 for backing plate 
assembly to a Ford F450 
to vendor Nate Ballard and 
$994 for cable and bracket 
work on a 1999 dump body 
to vendor Harvey Services 
from Holland. 

Upcoming events
Trunk or treating will be 

held Saturday, Oct. 31 on the 
common from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
by Parks and Recreation and 
the Cultural Council. 

There is a Decorate Our 
Town event scheduled for 
Nov. 28 including a tree 
lighting and parade from 5 
p.m. until about 8 p.m. being 
put on by the church and 
library.

N BROOKFIELD 
from page 1

Michael J. Tougias
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BARRE – Last Friday 
night, Quabbin Regional 
High School football had 
a couple of early scores, 
but Leicester came roaring 
back with four touchdowns 
in the second quarter and 
powered to a 56-20 win 
over Quabbin. The Panthers 
got a touchdown from Zakk 
Mielnicki with a 67-yard 
run and Jordan Douglas 
had a 21-yard for a score. 

Late in the 
game, Isaiah 
Porter scored 
on an 80-yard 
pass play. The 
Panthers are now 
1-2 on the sea-
son.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE – During her 
t h r e e - p l u s  d e c a d e s  a t 
the helm of the Quabbin 
Regional varsity field hockey 
program, Shelly Zalneraitis 
has coached countless tal-
ented players.  None of 
Zalneraitis’ players had 
reached 100 career points 
(goals and assists) prior to 
this season.

S e n i o r  c o - c a p t a i n 
Makenzie Casey entered 
last Monday’s home con-
test against Narragansett 
Regional with 96 career 
points. She came agoniz-
ingly close to reaching the 
elite milestone in front of her 
home supporters.

Casey recorded her sec-
ond hat trick of the 2026 reg-
ular season, which helped the 

Panthers 
field 
hockey 
continues 
to win

Leicester 
too much 
for Panthers

P A L M E R  –  T h e 
Pathfinder Regional High 
School girls soccer team 
remains at .500 after scor-
ing a win and a loss during 
the past week. Last Monday 
afternoon on the grass behind 
Pathfinder, the Pioneers 
edged Putnam 2-1. Lee 
would defeat Pathfinder last 
Tuesday 4-0 for a 2-2 overall 
record. 

The Pioneers will travel to 
Gateway for a Friday evening 
game on Oct. 3 at 6 p.m. The 
Pioneers are back home to 
face Commerce at 4 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Oct. 6.

BARRE – Last Thursday 
a f t e r n o o n ,  Q u a b b i n 
Regional High School boys 
soccer was defeated for just 
the second time this season, 
losing to Clinton 4-0. 

The Panthers are 3-2-1 
on  the  season ,  hav ing 
shown some good offense 
in their first three wins this 
year. 

Coming up, the Panthers 

will travel out to Tahanto 
Regional High School on 
Thursday, Oct. 1 at 4 p.m. 

They are back home on 
Tuesday, Oct. 6 at 3:30 p.m. 
against West Boylston.

Quabbin boys fall to Clinton

Pioneers 
split a pair

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARE – Three of the pre-
vious four meetings between 
the Pathfinder Tech and Ware 
boys’ soccer teams ended in 
draws. Unlike their recent 
clashes, the first meeting of 
the 2026 campaign between 
the Bi-County East foes was 
far less suspenseful.

The Pathfinder  Tech 
Pioneers held a 7-0 halftime 
lead and cruised to a 10-0 vic-
tory over the Ware Indians on 
a cool night at Veteran’s Field 
in Ware, last Tuesday. 

“We’re hoping to challenge 
for the league title this year, so 
this is a very big-league win 
for us,” said Pathfinder Tech 
head coach David Wilson. 
“Winning the league title is 
our first goal. We also want to 
qualify for both the Western 
Mass. and state tournaments.”

Pathfinder Tech entered 
this week’s action with a 5-1-1 
overall record and a 3-0-1 
mark against league oppo-
nents. The last time they cap-
tured the league title was in 
2022.

Pioneers 
take down 
Ware

See PANTHERS, page 12

See PIONEERS, page 12

Turley photos by Jeffrey Haynes

Jordan Douglas breaks a big run.

QB Zakk 
Mielnicki pitches 
the ball to Jordan 

Douglas.

Zakk Mielnicki looks for a 
hole to run through.

Leo Bates attempts to make a 
touchdown-saving tackle.

Brady Dennis, left and Jordan 
Douglas wrap up the runner.

Turley photos by 
Jeffrey Haynes

Joseph Cook 
steels himself 
as he makes 
the block.

Brent Benoit fends 
off the opponent as 
he works the ball 
upfield.

Matthew Labrousse boots the ball 
forward.

Greyson Mullins battles for 
possession.

Jordan 
Publicover 
tries to get 
around the 

corner.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Madison Boulrice punts the ball away.

Josephine Boyko 
c h a s e s  d o w n  a 
loose ball.Ellyana Lavalley sends a shot away.

Evelyn Wood looks to cut the 
ball off on defense.

Goalie Silas Stukuls 
Barrieau makes a diving 
effort to stop the shot.
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Front row: Janet Stadnicki, FNP, Michael Hakim, MD and Angela Nurek, DNP. 
Second row: Kirsten Apraham, Cheri Couture, Caitlyn Garceau, RMA, Practice Manager, 

Kalise Salzarulo, Trista Labier, MA Back row: Charlene Gryszowka, Phlebotomy, 
Lisa Hresko and Susan Piche.  Missing from the photo: Crystal Best, RMA.

Accepting new patients
What makes us stand out is 

our goal to serve all of your medical needs. 
We provide primary care, women’s health services, 

office surgical procedures, and vaccinations. 
Our dedication and commitment to the well being 
of our patients and community is our top priority.

182 WEST STREET, WARE MA 01082
413-967-5562 OPT 1

Sports

Lady Panthers remain unde-
feated with a commanding 
5-0 victory over the Lady 
Warriors.

“I really wish I could’ve 
accomplished the mile-
stone on my home field,” 
said Casey, who has been a 
member of the varsity field 
hockey team since the sev-
enth grade. “We’re going 
to be playing a night game 
at Oakmont on Wednesday. 
I’m hoping to do it there 
because they’re one of our 
biggest rivals. We’ve always 
had competitive games with 
them, so I’m really looking 
forward to it.”

Casey did put her name in 
the history books by scoring 
a goal and adding an assist in 
the Lady Panthers’ 3-0 shut-
out victory at Oakmont in a 
Mid-Wach B match-up.

“Makenzie is the first 
player that I’ve coached 
to reach 100 career points, 
which is  very special ,” 
Zalneraitis said. “Only two 
other Quabbin field hockey 
players have accomplished 
the milestone.”

The other  two Lady 
Panthers field hockey play-
ers who reached the 100 
point plateau are Lisa Valardi 
in  1982,  and Chris t ine 
Hardaker in 1991. They’re 
also members of the Quabbin 
Athletic Hall of Fame.

One of Casey’s teammates 
during the first three seasons 
that she played for the var-
sity field hockey team was 
her older sister, Kylie, who 
played college field hockey 
at Worcester State University.

Makenzie Casey, who has 
helped the Lady Panthers 
win more than 60 games 
during the past six seasons, 
is also planning to play col-
lege field hockey. She has 
verbally committed to join 
the field hockey team at 
Franklin Pierce University, 

which is in Rindge New 
Hampshire.

“Franklin Pierce is a 
beautiful school and it’s only 
40 minutes from my house,” 
said Casey, who lives in 
Hubbardston. “When I spoke 
with the Franklin Pierce 
field hockey coach (Marissa 
Butler), she told me that I 
would fit in very well. I felt 
very good after she told me 
that and I’m very excited 
about going there.” 

During last Monday’s 
home game, it took the Lady 
Panthers 12 minutes to score 
their first goal.

Wi t h  t h r e e  m i n u t e s 
remaining in the opening 
quarter, a shot attempt from 
Quabbin freshman Olivia 
Vanhoudenhove deflected 
off the pads of Narragansett 
freshman goalie Savanah 
Orcutt (10 saves).

Casey was in the right 
spot to knock home the 
rebound shot for an unassist-
ed goal.

A little more than a min-
ute later, a shot attempt 
taken by Quabbin 8th grader 
Charley Chauvin rolled into 
the cage for her first varsity 
goal, which was also unas-
sisted. 

Casey scored her second 
goal on her team’s first pen-
alty corner 38 seconds into 
the second quarter. The ball 
was inserted from the left 
side of the cage by junior 
co-captain Ellie Poulin to 
Casey. 

The Lady Panthers’ other 
co-captains are seniors Violet 
Kelley and Abby Rogowski.

Kailynn Schuster and 
Aubrey Thorpe, who’s the 
Lady Panthers starting goal-
ie, are the other seniors listed 
on the Lady Panthers roster. 

“Our five seniors are all 
great kids, and they always 
work very hard,” Zalneraitis 
said. “They’re our leaders 
and they work very well with 
our younger players.” 

Thorpe, who finished the 
home game against the Lady 
Warriors (2-2-1) with three 
saves, received plenty of sup-
port from her defense, which 
is led by sophomore Addison 
Surprenant, junior Kayla 
Curran, and Kelley.

Quabbin held a 3-0 half-
time lead.

The Lady Panthers had 
five penalty corners during 
the third quarter, but the 
score was still 3-0 entering 
the final quarter.

Rogowski netted an unas-
sisted goal less than two 
minutes into the final quarter.

With 2:52 left on the 
scoreboard clock, Rogowski 
delivered a pass to Casey, 
who capped off the scoring 
in the game with her third 
goal.

“On my last goal, Abby 
shot the ball from outside 
of the circle and I deflect-
ed it in,” said Casey, who 
also posted a hat-trick in a 
5-0 home win over North Middlesex on September 14. 

“It was my third goal of the 
game, and it got me a little 
bit closer to 100.” 

The Lady Panthers ended 
last week with a perfect 
7-0 overall record, and they 
improved to 4-0 against Mid-
Wach B foes after pulling 
out a 2-1 home win versus 
Marlborough last Friday 
afternoon. Vanhoudenhove 
and Casey scored the Lady 
Panthers goals during the 
second half.

Quabbin entered this 
week’s action having out-
scored their opponents, 24-3, 
in the first seven regular sea-
son games. 

PANTHERS from page 11

The first meeting of last 
season between the two 
squads ended in a 2-2 draw.

It was their first meeting on 
the soccer pitch since playing 
a pair of ties in 2022.

Pathfinder Tech, who post-
ed a 4-0 home shutout vic-
tory over Ware in the second 
meeting of last season, was 
scheduled to host Southwick 
at Legion Field on Monday 
night. The winner of that con-
test took over sole possession 
of first place in the Bi-County 
East standings. 

The Indians had a 1-4 
overall record and a 1-3 
league record following last 
Tuesday’s home loss.

“We’re a young team this 
year,” said Ware head coach 
Charlene Vallee. “I just want 
my players to keep getting 
better in every game that we 
play.” 

The last time that the 
Indians defeated the Pioneers 
on the soccer pitch was a 4-3 
win during the 2015 regular 
season. 

Two of the players listed 
on the Pathfinder Tech soc-
cer roster are from Ware. They 
are freshman Noah Lane and 
junior Ian LaPete. The duo are 
reserve defenders, and they 
saw some action during the 
second half.

“This was a home coming 
game for both Noah and Ian,” 
Wilson said. “They enjoyed 
playing in front of their family 
and friends.”

The Pathfinder Tech boys’ 
soccer team has maintained 

a co-op with Palmer High 
School for the past several 
years. The three players from 
Palmer High are sophomore 
Abees Castillo-Clotter, senior 
captain Owen Pear, and senior 
Dylan Holbrook, who’s a first-
year member of the team.

During the past three years, 
Holbrook was a member of 
the Palmer football team. 

The Panthers football team 
celebrated a 21-6 home victo-
ry over Ware last year.

Because the Panthers only 
fielded a j.v. football team this 
fall, Holbrook decided to join 
the soccer team.

“I was disappointed when 
I found out that we weren’t 
going to have a varsity foot-
ball team this year,” said 
Holbrook, who’s a starting 
defender. “I decided to try 
something new, and these 
guys have welcomed me in. It 
feels very nice to win another 
game against Ware.”

Holbrook also plays bas-
ketball and baseball for 
Palmer High School. 

“It’s going to be a lot of 
fun playing basketball and 
baseball against Pathfinder,” 
Holbrook said. “I’m really 
looking forward to it.” 

During the fourth minute 
of last Tuesday’s match, the 
Pioneers scored a free kick 
goal.

The kick was taken from 
the right sideline by Pear and 
Holbrook headed the ball into 
the left corner of the net past 
Ware freshman goalie Mason 
Gagne (23 saves). 

It was Holbrook’s first goal 
of the season.

“Dylan is a very coachable 
kid,” Wilson said. “He plays 
defense, which seems to be 
a good fit for him. He’s back 
there with his buddy Owen 
Pear.”

The other two Pioneers 
starting defenders are senior 
captain Ian Sauri-Nieves and 
senior William ‘Carl’ Wright. 

Pathfinder Tech sophomore 
goalie Elijah Hodge made 
eight saves in posting his third 
consecutive shutout.

The visitors from Palmer 
took a 2-0 lead five minutes 
later when senior captain 
Cayden Bousquet bounced a 
shot into the left corner for an 
unassisted goal.  

Bousquet, who lives in 
Belchertown, has accounted 
for 16 of the Pioneers’ first 25 
goals this season.

He scored two more goals 
during the first half and 
recorded his fourth hat-trick.

“We’ve been playing very 
well as a team so far this 
year,” said Bousquet, who fin-
ished the match with a sea-
son-high five goals. “I’ve been 
on a roll offensively and I’m 
hoping to keep it going. We’ve 
never lost against Ware.”

The Indians closed out the 
opening half with two goals 
by Pear and another one from 
sophomore Weston Letendre.

Bousquet added two sec-
ond half goals before a goal 
from Christian Ribeiro in the 
72nd minute gave the Pioneers 
a double digit lead.

The two rivals are sched-
uled to play another night 
game at historic Legion Field 
in Palmer on October 15. 

PIONEERS from page 11

Turley photos by Jeffrey Haynes

Makenzie Casey takes a shot on goal through traffic.
Olivia Vanhoudenhove fights 
her way through white jerseys.

Kailynn Schuster gains a step in the 
race for the ball.

Abby Rogowski scoops the ball forward.

Violet Kelly takes the ball away from the 
opponent.
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Calendar of Events

Where is this?

Turley Publications photo by Ellenor Downer

This week’s mystery photo is from Rutland. If any readers know where 
this photo was taken, they may email edowner@turley.com with their 
answer by noon on Monday, Oct. 5. Bill Bowles, Peggy Civilik, Karrie 
(Modzeleski) Hammond and James Laramee correctly identified the 
photo. The photo last week was a view of First Congregational Parish 
Unitarian Church, on the Common, Petersham

THURSDAY, OCT. 1
VENDORS FOR CRAFT FAIR are need-

ed for the Rutland Friends of the Council 
on Aging craft fair on Saturday, Nov. 14 at 
the Rutland Senior Center, Glenwood Road, 
Rutland.  Those interested can get informa-
tion at calling 508-886-7945.  

CIRCLE OF SONG REHEARSALS take 
place today from 7-8:30 p.m. in the Barre 
Town Hall, Exchange Street, Barre. This four 
part chorus is always looking for singers 
who enjoy a good time and don’t mind work-
ing hard for a beautiful blend. This season’s 
picks are: “A Doc” arranged Christmas med-
ley; “Come to the Woods” by Jake Runestad; 
“Feels Like Home;” “Carol of the Bells;” 
“Down in the River to Pray;” “Hallelujah 
Chorus” and Sign No More, Ladies,” an orig-
inal from Tom Martin.

FREE PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP 
takes place today at 6:30 p.m. in the New 
Salem Public Library, 23 South Main St., 
New Salem. No specialized camera equip-
ment is necessary to participate in the work-
shop or to explore photography during 
Quabbin Days. More information can be 
found at the New Salem Library website 
www.NewSalem.cwmars.org. 

QUABBIN DAYS MONTH LONG 
PHOTO CONTEST takes place during 
the month of October. Residents of Athol, 
Belchertown, New Salem and Pelham are 
invited to grab their cameras or smartphones 
and capture what makes the Quabbin Region 
so special as part of this month-long pho-
tography event being held in conjunction 
with Quabbin Days. The contest is being 
conducted in partnership with four libraries 
– the Athol Public Library, Clapp Memorial 
Library in Belchertown, New Salem Public 
Library, and Pelham Library, and is open to 
residents of those communities. Photographs 
entered in the contest must be taken during 
the month of October 2026 and may be taken 
in any of the 12 towns that make up the 
Quabbin Region. The deadline for submitting 
photographs is  on Saturday, Oct. 31 at mid-
night.

FRIDAY, OCT. 2
IRISH COMEDY SHOW sponsored by 

the Friends of Wilbraham Seniors takes 
place today with the doors opening at 6:30 
p.m. at the Wilbraham Senior Center, 250 
Springfield St., Wilbraham. All tickets must 
be purchased in advance at the senior center. 
Tickets are $20. All proceeds to support mul-
tiple programs and services for Wilbraham 
Seniors. For more information people may 
call Matt Villamaino 413-896-2206 or visit 
the Wilbraham Senior Center.

SATURDAY, OCT. 3
BARRE TOWN WIDE YARD SALE 

takes place today from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The 
yard sale is held rain or shine. There is a $10 
sign-up fee.  Checks are payable to Town of 
Barre, 40 West St.,Suite

5, Barre, MA 01005. The address of yard 
sale is required. Maps may be picked up at 
Nornay Park, Main Street, South Barre at 
8:45 a.m. the day of the yard sale.

SOUPER FLANNEL SUPPER takes 
place today from 5:30-7 p.m. at the First 
Congregational Church of Rutland, 264 Main 
St., Rutland. People are invited to dress in 
their favorite flannel shirt and enjoy a hearty, 
homemade fall meal of soup;, chowder and 
chili. There will be bread and sweet treats: 
gluten free options will be available. They 
will be collecting new or gently used men’s 
and women’s flannel shirts to donate to a 
Veterans organization. There is no charge for 
the supper and reservations are not required. 
Donations will be gratefully accepted. All are 
welcome. 

PROGRAM ON SHAKERS sponsored 
by the Petersham Historical Society and the 
Shaker Study Group from the New England 
area takes place today at 1 p.m. in the lower 
level of Petersham Town Hall, 1 South 
Main St., Petersham. The program entitled 
“Everything You Ever Wanted to Know about 
Shakers and the Perils of Mother Ann Lee,” 
is presented by Stephen Paterwic. The pro-
gram is free and all are welcome.

BARRE TOWN WIDE YARD SALE 
takes place today from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. The 
Barre Congregational Church, 30 Park St., 
Barre offers table space for anyone wishing 
to participate. People must donate their profit 
to the church and take home any items they 
do not sell. The yard sale happens rain or 
shine. In case of rain, tables will be set up in 
Fellowship Hall. The Supper Committee will 
sell hamburgers and hotdogs the day of the 
yard sale.  

FAMILY FALL FESTIVAL takes place 
today from noon-2:30 p.m. at the First 
Congregational Church of North Brookfield, 
144 Main St., North Brookfield. This family 
event has activities for all members of the 
family. There will also be free hamburgers/
cheeseburgers, chips, lemonade and apple 
cider (served hot and cold) for all. There will 
be a silent auction and cake/pie sale. There 
is a bouncy house, cotton candy machine, 
popcorn and games for the whole family, 
including the famous (or infamous) tug of 
war between the adults and the children. 
Other activities include horse rides, corn 
hole, Zumba with Melanie and the North 
Brookfield Fire Department Fire Prevention 
team. This event is free and open to all. 
People may call the church office with any 
questions at 508-867-8428.

HARVEST DINNER AND AUCTION 
sponsored by the Holden Grange takes place 
today at 5:30 p.m. at the Holden Senior 
Center, 1130 Main St., Holden. The menu 
includes meatloaf, mashed potatoes, butter-
nut squash, green beans, bread and home-
made apple crisp with ice-cream. Tickets are 
$20 for adults and $10.00 for children under 
12. For reservations, people may either call 
508-829-6293 or email holdengrange78@
gmail.com. An auction of home-grown pro-
duce, flowers, homemade baked goods, hand-
iwork and more will round out the evening. 
Competitive bidding creates great entertain-
ment and benefits those in need as all pro-
ceeds will benefit the Wachusett Food Pantry.

OLD HOME DAY takes place today from 
1-8 p.m., rain or shine, to mark the town 
of New Braintree’s celebration of its 275th 
anniversary. A fun filled day will begin with 
a parade at 1 p.m. from Barre Cut-Off Road 
travel down Hardwick Road to Utley and 
Memorial Drive. There will be children’s 
games, a farmer’s market with local growers 
and artisans, a beer and wine tent featuring 
Lost Town Brewing and Agronomy, food 
trucks, line dancing, music from Over the 
Hump and Disco Lemonade, contests and 
a bonfire at 20 Memorial Drive. For more 
information, people may visit the Town of 
New Braintree website or contact event orga-
nizers at newbraintree275th@gmail.com This 
program is funded by the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Cultural Council, a local agency 
which is supported by the Mass Cultural 
Council, a State Agency.

HOLIDAY MARKET sponsored by 
Advocates for Conservation of Oakham’s 
Rural Nature and Safety takes place today 
from 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

FRIDAY, OCT. 9
QUABBIN DAYS takes place today 

through Monday, Oct. 12. The celebration 
will feature special events, programs, local 
businesses, history, art, photography and 
the natural beauty of the 12-town Quabbin 
Region. The October 9-12 weekend also 
coincides with what is traditionally one of 
the prime fall foliage periods in the Quabbin 
Region, making it an ideal time for visi-
tors to explore its scenic roads, trails, small 
towns, historic sites, local businesses and 
cultural attractions. Residents and visitors 
can find detailed information about Quabbin 
Days events, participating organizations and 
activities on the continually updated calen-
dar at www.QuabbinDays.org. Organized 
by the Friends of Quabbin, Quabbin Days is 
a regional celebration encompassing the 12 
towns that make up the Quabbin Region. 

This year’s celebration is continuing to 
grow as businesses, libraries, historical orga-
nizations, museums, community groups and 

Calendar Policy
POLICY: Our calendar section is 

intended to promote “free” events or 
ones hat directly affect a volunteer-driv-
en organization that benefits the com-
munity. Paid events that are not deemed 
fund-raisers or benefits do not qualify. 
Non-charitable events that charge the 
public to enter are not allowed as we con-
sider that paid advertising. The deadline 
to submit calendar items in the mail, by 
fax, or emailed in Word document format 
is Monday at noon or sooner. We usually 
print one week in advance of an event, 
and the listings should be brief, with only 
time, date, location, brief activity expla-
nation and contact information. 

NOW HIRING!!!
Central and Western Mass

Direct Care Workers (Starting rate $23.44/hr.) and LPNs (Starting rate $37.34/hr.)

 

Direct Care Workers – No Experience Required – Training will be provided.
(Must be at least 18 years old or older and possess current and valid Class D Motor Vehicle Operator’s License)

Full and Part-time positions

We Offer Shift Differential, Health Insurance, Basic Life Insurance,
Optional Life Insurance, Dental and Vision, 12 Paid Holidays, Tuition Benefit,

Exceptional Retirement Savings Plan, Vacation, Sick Time Accrual and Personal Days,
Long and Short-Term Disability Insurances, Professional Development and Continuing Education,

Educational Incentives, Employee Assistance Program (EAP)

More Than Just A Job, We Offer An Opportunity To Grow
Apply today at: https://www.mass.gov/dds-careers

DDS is an Equal Opportunity / Affirmative Action Employer. Females, minorities, veterans, and persons with disabilities are strongly encouraged to apply. Reasonable 
Accommodation: If you require an ADA accommodation, please contact Ferdousi Faruque, at (857) 301-2416 or email at Ferdousi.Faruque@mass.gov Ferdousi must 
receive your request for an accommodation no later than two weeks prior to the date of this event. For those who request an accommodation after this date, every 
effort will be made to provide a reasonable accommodation; however, we may not be able to do so given potential time constraints. COVID Vaccine: As a condition of 
employment, depending on job assignment and location, employees may be required to have received COVID-19 vaccination and/or other vaccinations, or to have been 
approved for a vaccination exemption prior to their start date. Finalists for these positions will be provided details about the verification or exemption process. Candi-
dates with questions on vaccination requirements should contact the diversity officer listed on the posting for additional information.

See CALENDAR, page 14
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The Town of Hardwick 
is seeking applicants for:

Van Driver PT
Accountant PT

Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator FT
Highway Equipment Operator FT

 
Please see 

https://www.hardwick-ma.gov/ 
for more information

TOWN OF OAKHAM 
SEEKS EXPEREINCED 

MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTANT
The Town of Oakham 

is seeking a part-time experienced 
municipal accountant. 
15 -19 hours a week. 

Salary range 36,500 - 40,000 
depending on experience. 

Please send resume with cover letter to 
admin@oakham-ma.com. 

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. “Wicker Man” actor Nic
  5. Protection
  8. Cloth worn over a 

shoulder
 12. Ceramic jars
 14. Midway between 

northeast and east
 15. South American 

hummingbird
 16. Platforms
 18. Taxi
 19. Mild yellow Dutch 

cheese made in balls
 20. A citizen of Yemen
 21. Military mailbox
 22. Nuclear near reach 

weapon
 23. Clears
 26. Broken
 30. Actress Lathan
 31. Avid fan

 32. One and only
 33. Proceeding
 34. River in Portugal and 

Spain
 39. Doctor of Education
 42. Defeat handily
 44. Less complicated
 46. Handyman tools
 47. Written works
 49. Castle dweller’s safety 

net
 50. Honorable title 

(Turkish)
 51. Greatest
 56. Can do
 57. A place to sleep on 

the road
 58. Member of U.S. Navy
 59. 24-hour units of time
 60. Actor Horsley
 61. In a way, sounds off
 62. Formerly (archaic)

 63. Eye infection
 64. Plundered

CLUES DOWN
  1. William __, Buffalo Bill
  2. Wings
  3. Candle or lantern
  4. Freedom from difficulty
  5. A type of pie
  6. Metrical foot
  7. __ Kerr, actress
  8. Nap
  9. Popular singer Bocelli
 10. Immune responses
 11. “Mad Men” leading man
 13. A citizen of Senegal
 17. Philly basketball player
 24. Not even
 25. Measures wind speed
 26. Insecticide
 27. Jordan glided through it
 28. Bird-like dinosaur genus

 29. Expression of 
satisfaction

 35. Big Blue
 36. One point east 

(clockwise) of due north
 37. Of she
 38. Oral rehydration solution
 40. Knocks off course
 41. Popular cop show of 

yesteryear
 42. Zhou dynasty state
 43. Genus of gulls
 44. Onion flatbreads
 45. Declare as true
 47. Of a lobe
 48. Missouri county
 49. Produced
 52. Volcanic crater
 53. Off-Broadway theater 

award
 54. KU hoops coach Bill
 55. Check for

Public Notices
PUBLIC AUCTION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
PURSUANT TO THE PROVI-
SIONS OF M.L.C. 225 SEC.39A 
THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES 
WILL BE SOLD ON October 
17, 2026 AT A SALE TO SAT-
ISFY OUR GARAGE LIEN 
THEREON  FOR TOWING & 
STORAGE CHARGES AND 
EXPENSES OF SALE AND 
NOTICE:
2017 Hyundai TUCSON 
VIN  KM8J3CA4XHU400713
2015 BMW 5 Series 
VIN WBA5B3C54FD545903
2012 Nissan Altima 
VIN 1N4AL2AP9CN465229
2007 Volvo S40  
VIN YV1MS382972275605
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
 VIN 3GCUYDED4KG102252
2010 BMW X5 
VIN 5UXFE8C56AL311173

The sale will be held at 
Early’s on Park Ave.

 536 Park Avenue 
Worcester. MA 01603

10/01, 10/08, 10/15/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Worcester Probate and 
Family Court

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608

(508)831-2200
Docket No. 

WO26P1089EA
Estate of: 

Dale E Niedt
Date of Death: 12/23/2025 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A - Formal 

Probate of Will with Appoint-
ment of Personal Representa-
tive has been filed by Jennifer 
Dacoda of Los Angeles, CA 
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Jennifer C. Dacoda of Los An-
geles, CA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 10/20/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 

file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn 
M. Bailey, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: September 16, 2026  

Stephanie Fattman,
 Register of Probate

10/01/2026

Fire departments earn high
emergency response reporting rate

STOW – The Department 
of Fire Services announced 
that Massachusetts fire 
departments have achieved 
the fourth-highest report-
ing rate in the country for 
the National Emergency 
Response  In fo rma t ion 
System. 

N i n e t y  p e r c e n t  o f 
Massachusetts fire depart-
ments have reported more 
than 1.3 million appara-
tus responses to more than 
788,000 incidents. 

This achievement reflects 
the state’s commitment to 
leading the nation in pub-
lic safety data collection and 
will help local and state offi-
cials make informed deci-
sions about operations, pol-
icies, fire prevention mes-
saging, grant applications 
and budget proposals and 
updates to fire and life safe-
ty codes.

 A project of the U.S. 
Fire Administration and 
UL’s Fire Safety Research 
Institute, NERIS provides 
unprecedented public access 
to incident response data 
through its newly launched 
public website. Unlike its 
50-year-old predecessor, 
which required a lengthy 

data validation process, 
NERIS allows users to view 
near-real-time incident data 
from cities and towns across 
the country and conduct 
independent analysis using 
dozens of data fields.

“Adopting an entire-
ly new data reporting sys-
tem was a seismic shift for 
fire departments across the 
country,” said State Fire 
Marshal Jon M. Davine in 
a press release. “They have 
done a phenomenal job of 
adapting to NERIS and 
bringing Massachusetts 
to the nation’s forefront. I 
also want to recognize our 
staff for helping to bring the 
state’s fire service onboard 
in a matter of months. The 
data that local fire depart-
ments are reporting will 
support funding requests, 
effective resource allocation, 
community risk reduction 
efforts, and much more.”

 NERIS rolled out in geo-
graphic phases throughout 
2025. Most Massachusetts 
fire departments began 
transitioning to the new 
system in October and sev-
eral volunteered to serve 
as early adopters, includ-
ing Belchertown, Beverly, 

Bourne ,  Dudley,  Gi l l , 
Greenfield, Huntington, 
Pi t t s fie ld ,  Sandisfie ld , 
Springfield and Walpole.

 The new system replaces 
the National Fire Incident 
Reporting System and its 
Massachusetts-level sys-
tem, the Massachusetts Fire 
Incident Reporting System. 
Under the former systems, 
it could take months to 
obtain reliable incident and 
response statistics.

NERIS will also help 
local, state, and region-
al agencies understand the 
impact of large-scale events 
and prepare for increased 
emergency activity during 
major celebrations, disas-
ters, and other incidents. 

This summer, NERIS 
implemented a “special inci-
dent modifier” to collect 
information about emer-
gency responses related to 
World Cup matches, watch 
parties and other gatherings. 

During that event period, 
Massachusetts fire depart-
ments reported 65 related 
incidents across six cities 
and towns, including 31 
medical calls, 25 service 
calls and two elevator res-
cues.

state agencies come on board with special 
programs and activities.

ECOLOGIST will speak today from 11 
a.m. in the Harvest Forest Fisher Museum, 
324 North Main St., Petersham. The public 
talk is entitled “Increasing wildfire, ecolog-
ical legacies, and the future of the Alaskan 
boreal forest.” The event is part of the 
fifth annual Charles Bullard Lecture series 
hosted by Harvard Forest and the Harvard 
University Salata Institute’s Center for the 
Environment. The event is free and the pub-
lic is welcome. No advanced registration is 
required. Light refreshments will be served. 
Harvard Forest welcomes individuals with 
disabilities to participate in its programs 
and activities. If they require accommoda-
tions or have questions about the event, they 
may call Clarisse Hart, Outreach Director, at 
978-756-6157 or email hart3@fas.harvard.
edu.

SATURDAY, OCT. 10
DESIGNER PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

sponsored by Cradle Rock Chapter of Eastern 
Star takes place today from 7:30-10:30 a.m. at 
Mt. Zion Lodge Hall, 71 Pleasant St., Barre. 
People may create their favorite pancake with 
chips, nuts, fruit and more. The complete 
breakfast includes designer pancakes, waffles, 
sausage gravy and biscuits, bacon, sausage, 
juice, coffee and always real maple syrup. Cost 
is adults $10 and children 6 and under $5. All 
are welcome.

SUNDAY, OCT. 11
GUIDED WALK sponsored by Advocates 

for Conservation of Oakham’s Rural Nature 
and Safety takes place today from noon-1 
p.m. at the Department of Conservation and 
Recreation site, located on Coldbrook Road, 
Oakham and adjacent to the proposed Battery 
Energy Storage System. Another guided walk 
to the same location will take place on Sunday, 
Nov. 8 from noon-1 p.m.

SATURDAY, OCT. 17 
BENEFIT DINNER for the Community 

Survival Center in Indian Orchard spon-
sored by Wilbraham Knights of Columbus 
Council 10195 takes place today at 5 p.m. 
at Saint Cecilia Parish Church, 42 Main St., 
Wilbraham. The Survival Center helps feed 
and cloth over 400 individuals each month 
in Wilbraham, Hampden, Ludlow, Indian 
Orchard and 16 Acres. The menu contains 
homemade chicken Parmesan and pasta Italian 
dinner with salad, bread, coffee and cannoli. 
The event includes raffles, musical entertain-
ment. Tickets are limited and cost $20. Tickets 
may be picked up at after Mass in the St. 
Cecilia rotunda starting on Saturday, Sept. 26.

VACCINE CLINIC sponsored by the 
Hubbardston Board of Health contracted with 
Walgreen Pharmacy today from 10 a.m.-1 
p.m. to offer vaccines for ages 6 and up in the 
Senior Center, Main Street. Vaccines offered 
include flu, COVID, shingles, measles, pneu-
monia, tetanus and others. People may sign 
up for vaccines at the senior center or call the 
Town Clerk at 978-928-1400, extension 202. 
People should include their name and what 
vaccine and how many. This helps that the 
right amount of vaccines are available at the 
clinic.

SUNDAY, OCT. 18
15TH ANNUAL STATION LOOP 

RAMBLES takes place today from 9:30 a.m. 
There is a kids run, five-mile classic and 5K 
run/walk. All events incorporate part of the 

Mass. Central Rail Trail and start on Depot 
Road, at the intersection of West and Hardwick 
Roads, New Braintree. The 5 mile classic is a 
hilly road and trail race with a flat fast finish 
on the Mass. Central Rail Trail. The kids run 
and 5K run/walk are entirely on a flat course 
on the Mass. Central Rail Trail. Registration 
begins at 8:30 a.m.

Race begins and ends at the site of the for-
mer New Braintree Train Station, travels past 
scenic farmland through deep woods and skirts 
the Ware River. Start time is 9 a.m. for kids 
run, 9:40 a.m. 6 to 12 years old (¼ mile), 10 
a.m. 5 mile classic and 10:05 a.m. 5K run/
walk. Awards ceremony is at 11 a.m. Entry 
fee is free ages 5 and under, $10 ages 6-12, 
$25 early bird online registration by Oct. 17, 
$30 day of adult registration and $35 family 
registration for up to four members. People 
may register www.eqlt.org/station-loop-ram-
ble/. People may call 413-477-8229 for more 
information.

CEMETERY TOUR sponsored by the 
Lancaster Historical Society takes place today 
at 2 p.m. People will tour the Old Settlers’ 
Burial Field and the Middle Cemetery. They 
are among the oldest in Worcester County and 
are the final resting place for early pioneering 
families, notable citizens and war veterans. 
This event is free and open to the public. They 
should meet at the entrance to the Middle 
Cemetery along Main Street (Route 70) in 
South Lancaster.  For more information, peo-
ple may call 978-733-6907.

CALENDAR  from page 13
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Barre Police Log

Public Safety

Rutland Police Log

Oakham Police Log

Hubbardston Police Log

Sunday, Aug. 23
12:25 a.m. Disturbance/

Disorderly, Farm Pond Road, 
Peace Restored

4:19 a.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Valley Road, 
Report Filed

7:17 a.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, Old Hardwick 
Road ,  Ambu lance  S igned 
Refusal

8 a.m. Harassment, School 
South Street, Officer Spoke to 
Party

1:41 p.m. Tree Incidents 
(No Wires), Hardwick Road, 
Information Given

2:55 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Elm 
North Street, Transported to 
Hospital

4:46 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Main 
Street, Transported to Hospital

7:29 p.m. Fire – Structure 
F i r e ,  Tu r k e y  H i l l  R o a d , 
Investigated

Monday, Aug. 24
1:16 a.m. Assist Other Police 

Department, Grafton, Officer 
Spoke to Party

10:47 a.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Gilbert Road, Referred to Other 
Agency

12:07 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Barre Police 
Headquarters, Information Taken

12 :18  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, South Street, 
Information Taken

5:05 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Welfare Check, South 
Barre Road, Referred to Other 
Agency

6:19 p.m. Complaint, Station 
Road, Negative Contact

8:51 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Abdominal/Back Pain, 
Hardwick Road, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

Tuesday, Aug. 25
10 :42  a .m.  Emergency 

Medical Service – Unknown 
D i s t r e s s ,  R u g g l e s  L a n e , 
Transported to Hospital

12 :15  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Welfare 
Check, Fir Street, No Transport 
Required

12 :27  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, Old 
Stage Road, Public Assist

12 :27  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Fall, Mechanic 
Street, Transported to Hospital

1:18 p.m. Fraud or Forgery, 
South Street, Information Given

1:35 p.m. Lockout (Home or 
Vehicle), School North Street, 
Information Given

4:58 p.m. Assault and Battery, 
Valley Road, Officer Spoke to 
Party

5:54 p.m. Burglary/Breaking 
and Entering, Valley Road, 
Report Filed

6:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
North Brookfield Road, Citation 
Issued

8:31 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Worcester Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

Wednesday, Aug. 26
9:04 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Fall, Marsh Road, No 
Transport Required

9:56 a.m. Property Dispute 
or Exchange, North Brookfield 
Road, Officer Spoke to Party

1:53 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, West Street, 
Negative Contact

1:57 p.m. Fire – Motor 
Ve h i c l e  C o l l i s i o n ,  N o r t h 
Brookfield Road, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

4:27 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Farrington Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

5:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Vernon Avenue, Written Warning

8:11 p.m. Juvenile Runaway, 
South Street, Returned

9:02 p.m. Juvenile Runaway, 
Summer Street, Returned

Thursday, Aug. 27
8:28 a.m. Animal – Lost 

and/or Found, Summer Street, 
Information Given

10 :13  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Detox, Kendall 
Street, Transported to Hospital

2:28 p.m. Safety Concern, 
South Street, Officer Spoke to 
Party

4:39 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Welfare Check, Spring 
Hill Road, Officer Spoke to Party

Friday, Aug. 28
10:14 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Peach Street, Removed to 
Court, Lockup

Arrest Grandone, Emily A., 
33, Hubbardston

Charges Warrant
1:05 p.m. Assist Other Police 

Department, MSPCA, Officer 
Spoke to Party

2:19 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Welfare Check, Elm 
North Street, Officer Spoke to 
Party

3:52 p.m. Safety Concern, 
James Street, Officer Spoke to 
Party

4:53 p.m. Abandoned Vehicle 
– Parking Issues, Ruggles Lane, 
Officer Spoke to Party

6:04 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Asthma Attack, Flagg 
Road ,  Ambu lance  S igned 
Refusal

6:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Vernon Avenue, Written Warning

9:41 Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

Saturday, Aug. 29
4:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, South Barre Road, Citation 
Issued

4:46 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Detox, Gauthier Road, 
Transported to hOspital

5:46 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Winter Street, Officer Spoke to 
Party

8:07 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Barre Paxton Road, Verbal 
Warning

8:35 p.m. Juvenile Runaway, 
South Street, Transported to 
Hospital

8:48 p.m. Noise Complaint, 
Wauwinet Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

Sunday, Sept. 23
12:25 a.m. Disturbance/

Disorderly, Farm Pond Road, 
Peace Restored

7:54 a.m. Fire – Motor 
Veh i c l e  Co l l i s i on ,  No r t h 
Brookfield Road, Report Filed

10:30 a.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender,  Rut land 
Po l i ce  Depa r tmen t ,  Ca l l 
Transferred

10:56 a.m.  Emergency 
M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e  – 
Unconscious/Unresponsive/
Syncope ,  Bechan  Road , 
Transported to Hospital

12:01 p.m. Landlord Tenant/
Neighbor Dispute, Old Turnpike 
Road, Report Filed.

4:01 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Wachusett 
Street, Information Taken

4:48 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, Main Street, Officer 
Spoke to Party

7:29 p.m. Fire – Structure 
F i r e ,  Tu r k e y  H i l l  R o a d , 
Investigated

9 :20  p .m .  Emergency 
Medical Service – Welfare 
Check, Maple Avenue, Officer 
Spoke to Party

11:25 p.m. Assault and 
Battery, Main Street, Report 
Filed

Monday, Aug. 24
7:13 a.m.  Road/Traff ic 

Hazard, Pommogussett Road, 
Removed from Scene

9 :08  a .m .  Emergency 
Medica l  Serv ice – Dizzy, 
Beechwood Drive, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

12:18 p.m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, South Street, 
Transported to Hospital

1:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  Pleasantdale Road, 
Criminal Complaint

Summons Reyes Gonzalez, 
Brayan Antonio, 26, Fitchburg

C h a r g e s  R e g i s t r a t i o n 
S u s p e n d e d ,  O p e r a t i n g 
Motor Vehicle with C90S23, 
Uninsured Motor Vehicle C90 
S34J

2 :05  p .m .  Emergency 
Medical Service – Diabetic, 
Main Street, Transported to 
Hospital

2 : 4 1  p . m .  S u s p i c i o u s 
Person/Vehicle Activity, Main 
Street, Officer Spoke to Party

3:24 p.m Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  East  County Road, 
Vehicle Towed

4:03 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender,  Rut land 
Police Department, Returned

4 :04  p .m.  Recovered /
C o n f i s c a t e d  P r o p e r t y , 
Birchwood Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

4:30 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Charnock Hill Road, Gone on 
Arrival

6:51 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Maple Avenue, Citation 
Issued

6 :54  p .m .  Emergency 
Medical Service – Fall, East 
County  Road,  Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

7:43 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Main Street, Referred to Other 
Agency

 
Tuesday, Aug. 25

9 :23  a .m .  Emergency 
Medical Service – Fall, Village 
Way,  Ambu lance  S igned 
Refusal

10:57 a.m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Abdominal/
Back Pain ,  Nancy Dr ive, 
Transported to Hospital

12:15 p.m.  Emergency 
Medical  Service – Stroke 
( C VA ) ,  K e n w o o d  D r i v e , 
Transported to Hospital

3:05 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Barre Paxton Road, Negative 
Contact

7 :48  p .m .  Emergency 
Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Thurston Hill 
Road, Mutual Aid Transported

Wednesday, Aug. 26
12 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Written Warning
5 : 5 1  a . m .  S u s p i c i o u s 

P e r s o n / Ve h i c l e  A c t i v i t y, 
Pleasantdale Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

11:19 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
– Disabled, Crawford Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

11 : 2 6  a . m .  F r a u d  o r 
Forgery, Emerald Road, Report 
Filed

3:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Pommogussett Road, 
Written Warning

3:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

4:06 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Barre Paxton Road, 
Written Warning

5:16 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Rutland Police Department, 
Officer Spoke to Party

6:56 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Bernard Road, Referred to 
Other Agency

Thursday, Aug. 27
12:36 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Barre Paxton Road, 
Written Warning

12:54 a.m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Breathing 
Difficulty, Woodside Avenue, 
Transported to Hospital

4 :35  a .m .  Emergency 
Medical Service – G Tube 
Remova l ,  Map le  Avenue, 
Transported to Hospital

7 :17  a .m .  Emergency 
Medical Service – Seizure, Irish 
Lane, Transported to Hospital

8 :12  a .m .  Emergency 
Medical Service – Fall, Adams 
Road, Transported to Hospital

2:58 p.m. Landlord Tenant/
Neighbor Dispute, Stevens 
Way, Negative Contact

3:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

3:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

3:41 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
P o m m o g u s s e t t  R o a d , 
Investigated

3:48 p.m. Harassment, 
Stevens Way, Report Filed

5 : 3 7  p . m .  A n i m a l  – 
ACO Call, Arrowhead Way, 
Information Given

Friday, Aug. 28
1 :09  a .m .  Emergency 

M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e  – 
Unconscious/Unresponsive/
Syncope,  Map le  Avenue, 
Report Filed

7:11 a.m. Landlord Tenant/
Neighbor Dispute, Inwood 
Road, Report Filed

1 :07  p .m .  Emergency 
Medical Service – Fall, Maple 

Av e n u e ,  Tr a n s p o r t e d  t o 
Hospital

1:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, East County Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

5 :08  p .m .  Emergency 
Medical Service – Breathing 
D i f f i cu l t y,  Car lsons  Way, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

5:49 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Beechwood 
Drive, Recovered

8:32 p.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, Barre Paxton 
Road,  Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

8:57 p.m. Fraud or Forgery, 
Main Street, Report Filed

9:04 p.m. Fire – Power 
Lines/ Wires, Kenwood Drive, 
Referred to Other Agency

9 : 3 5  p . m .  C o m p l a i n t , 
Stevens Way, Officer Spoke to 
Party

11:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Maple Avenue, Written 
Warning

11:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Maple Avenue, Written 
Warning

11:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Maple Avenue, Written 
Warning

Saturday, Aug. 29
12:06 a .m.  Susp ic ious 

Person/Vehicle Activity, Barre 
Paxton Road, Party Departed 
Without Incident

11:58 a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Welfare 
Check,  Johnson Way,  No 
Transport Required

1 :10  p .m .  Emergency 
M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e  – 
Unconscious/Unresponsive/
Syncope, Laurelwood Road, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

2:18 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Glenwood 
Road, Information Taken

3:24 p.m. Animal – ACO 
Call, Skyline Drive, Officer 
Spoke to Party

4:44 p.m. Fire – Illegal Burn, 
Skyline Drive, Investigated

8:07 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Barre Paxton Road, Verbal 
Warning

8:19 p.m. Complaint, Grizzly 
Drive, Officer Spoke to Party

Sunday, Aug. 23
12:25 a.m. Disturbance/

Disorderly, Farm Pond Road, 
Peace Restored

7:54 a.m. Fire – Motor 
Veh i c l e  Co l l i s i on ,  No r t h 
Brookfield Road, Report Field

10:56 a.m.  Emergency 
M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e  – 
Unconscious/Unresponsive/
Syncope ,  Bechan  Road , 
Transported to Hospital

12:01 p.m. Landlord Tenant/
Neighbor Dispute, Old Turnpike 
Road, Report Filed

7:29 p.m. Fire – Structure 
F i r e ,  Tu r k e y  H i l l  R o a d , 
Investigated

9:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
– Disabled, Worcester Road, 
Vehicle Towed

Monday, Aug. 24 
8:18 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, North Brookfield Road, 
Written Warning

8:35 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, North Brookfield Road, 
Written Warning

10:15 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Ware Corner Road, 
Written Warning

10:40 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, North Brookfield Road, 
Citation Issued

11:21 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, North Brookfield Road, 
Citation Issued

11:35 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, North Brookfield Road, 
Citation Issued

11:42 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Worcester Road, Citation 
Issued

11:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, North Brookfield Road, 
Written Warning

2:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Old Turnpike Road, 
Written Warning

2:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Old Turnpike Road, 
Written Warning

4:36 p.m.  Road/Traff ic 
Hazard, Old Turnpike Road, No 
Action Required

6:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Old Turnpike Road, 
Citation Issued

7:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, North Brookfield Road, 
Citation Issued

Wednesday, Aug. 26
12:19 a.m.  Emergency 

M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e  – 
Unconscious/Unresponsive/
Syncope, Forest hil l Drive, 
Mutual Aid Transported

9 : 0 2  p . m .  J u v e n i l e 
Runaway, Summer Street, 
Returned

Thursday, Aug. 27
8 :12  a .m .  Emergency 

Medical Service – Fall, Adams 
Road, Transported to Hospital

Friday, Aug. 28
11:45 a.m. Harassment, Old 

Turnpike Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

2:03 a.m. Animal – Lost 
and/or  Found, Oak Lane, 
Information Taken

4:48 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Old Turnpike Road, 
Citation Issued

6:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, North Brookfield Road, 
Written Warning

Saturday, Aug. 29
12:23 a .m.  Susp ic ious 

P e r s o n / Ve h i c l e  A c t i v i t y, 
Gaffney Road, Mutual Aid 
Transported

7 : 4 3  a . m .  S u s p i c i o u s 
P e r s o n / Ve h i c l e  A c t i v i t y, 
Gaffney Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

Sunday, Aug. 23
4 : 1 9  a . m .  S u s p i c i o u s 

Person/Vehicle Activity, Valley 
Road, Report Filed

7:29 p.m. Fire – Structure 
F i r e ,  Tu r k e y  H i l l  R o a d , 
Investigated

8 :10  p .m .  Emergency 
Medical Service – Welfare 
Check, New Templeton Road, 
No Transport Required

Monday, Aug. 24
4 :29  a .m .  Emergency 

Med ica l  Serv i ce  –  S ick /
Unknown, New Templeton 
Road, Mutual Aid Transport

8 a.m. Property Damage, 
Wil l iamsvil le Road, Report 
Filed

2:09 p.m. Missing Person, 
Main Street, Call Transferred

2 :25  p .m .  Emergency 
M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e  – 
Unconscious/Unresponsive/
Syncope, Old Westminster 
Road, Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, Aug. 25
7:50 a.m. Property Dispute 

or Exchange, Hubbardston 
Police Department, Recovered

9 :10  a .m .  Emergency 
Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

11 : 0 9  a . m .  F r a u d  o r 
Forgery,  Chicopee Dr ive, 
Officer/Chief Advised

2 :16  p .m .  Emergency 
Medical Service – Fall, Bemis 
Road,  Ambulance Signed 

Refusal
3:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

– Disabled, Old Westminster 
Road, Removed from Scene

4:48 p.m.  Assaul t  and 
Battery, Valley Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

7 :48  p .m .  Emergency 
Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Thurston Hill 
Road, Mutual Aid Transport

Wednesday, Aug. 26
6:10 a.m. Animal – Wildlife, 

Old Princeton Road, Removed 
from Scene

9 :04  a .m .  Emergency 
Medical Service – Fall, Marsh 
Road, No Transport Required

11 : 1 7  a . m .  F r a u d  o r 
Forgery, Madison Way, Report 
Filed

4 : 4 9  p . m .  F o l l o w - U p 
Investigation, Main Street, Call 
Transferred

Summons Cannan, Jodi, 
56, Blue Bell, Pennsylvania

Charges Larceny over 
$1200 by False Pretense

6 : 4 2  p . m .  P r o p e r t y 
Damage, Barre Road, Report 
Filed

7:15 p.m. Harassment, 
H u b b a r d s t o n  P o l i c e 
Depar tment ,  Off icer /Chief 
Advised

Thursday, Aug. 27
12:53 p.m.  Emergency 

Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Twin Hill Road, 
Transported to Hospital

7:18 p.m. Assist  Other 
Pol ice Department, Barre, 
Mutual Aid Assist

7:58 p.m Animal – ACO 
Call, Main Street, Information 
Given

Friday, Aug. 28
6:29 a.m. Fire – Motor 

Vehicle Collision, Old Boston 
Turnpike, Vehicle Towed

12:21 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Worcester Road, Information 
Taken

1:22 p.m. Gunshots, Natty 
Pond Drive, Investigated

4 : 1 8  p . m .  A s s i s t 
Other Pol ice Department, 
Shrewsbury, Report Filed2:0

6 :04  p .m .  Emergency 
Medical Service – Asthma 
A t t a c k ,  F l a g g  R o a d , 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

Saturday, Aug. 29
8:59 a.m. Fire – HAZMAT 

I n c i d e n t ,  M a i n  S t r e e t , 
Investigated

4:07 p.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, Old Boston 
Turnpike, Report Filed

5 :41  p .m .  Emergency 
Medical Service – Breathing 
D i f f i c u l t y ,  H a l e  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

6 :04  p .m .  Emergency 
Medical Service – Fall, High 
Br idge Road,  Mutua l  A id 
Transport

7:57 p.m. Be On the Look 
Out Notification, Underwood 
Road, Area Patrolled

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

PARKER GLASS
Owned & Operated by the Parker Family

The Clear Choice For All Your Glass Needs

• Window Repairs
• Table Tops
• Plexiglass/Lexan
• Woodstove Glass
• Tempered Glass

• Decorative Glass
• Screen Repairs
• Mirrors
• Insulated Glass
• Laminated Glass

Serving the Gardner/Athol area since 1980
441 Chestnut St., Gardner - Monday - Friday 8:00-4:30

978-632-5382 • 800-564-5382
parkerglass@comcast.net

www.parker-glass.com

Subscribe to the Barre Gazette online at 
barregazette.turley.com

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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REMOTE CONTROL RECLINER 
FOR SALE — BROWN — Leg lift, back 
goes back straight, lumbar with heat, cup 
holders. purchased March 2025  - Ramour 
& Flanagan - asking $500.00. Excellent 
condition, no delivery available; text/call 
413-246-8301.

ESTATE SALE
MOVING/ESTATE SALE

Everything Must go. 
9 North Blandford Road, 

Blandford
0CT 2-4TH.  9AM-5PM

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

SEASONED FIREWOOD, (1.5- 2 
YRS) Stored inside off the ground. 
Cut, split, free delivery within 10 miles. 
$350 per cord. Call 413-218-3918.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage 
electronics, jewelry, coins, 
watches, military cameras, 
sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, 
hunting, advertising, radios, 
ham radio equipment, audio 
equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text 
or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 or visit my 
website at dannyselectricllc.com to 
fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 
Lic. #14960A. 413-533-8867

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
 SPECIALIST

Haley Remodeling offering financing. 
Windows, siding, granite counters, heat & 
ac mini splits, composite & pressure treat-
ed decks. 413-563-2229, Tim.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

LAND CLEARING

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot 

clearing, perimeter clearing, 
1-5+ acres & stumping. 

Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Over 30 Years Experience.

Offering Senior Citizen 
& Military Discounts

Call 413-279-1050

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN 
SPRINKLERS LLC. 

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices. 

Call 413-279-4122 to set up 
an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates/fully 
insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming

Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen 

& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

Henry’s Tree Service LLC
We do what others don’t.

We grind stumps of any size, provide 
cleanup and add loam and seed.

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen & Military Dis-

counts
Call 413-279-1050

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33’, 2 
SLIDE-OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $7000. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines, 2M, 1F. 
30 years experience. Available 9/25/2026. 
$1,200. Taking deposits now. 413-218-
2321

We seek an energetic, enthusiastic, 
and well-organized person

for the  position of 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/

CLERICAL PART-TIME. 
This is a part-time position of 20 to 25 
hours per week at $680, depending on
 Workload. Need to be detail-oriented, pos-
sess good customer service  skills, some 
cash & items handling skills. Apply Email: 

wowwhunn@outlook.com

FOR SALE
Duplex for sale at

812/814 East Street Ludlow.  

Built in 1974, each unit has 2 bedrooms, 1 
½ baths, private basements, gas heat and 
central air on 0.23 acres of land.
Great rental potential, good location with 
nearby schools and close access to the 
highway.
The house needs cosmetic updates.  Prop-
erty is being sold strictly in AS–IS condition.
Priced accordingly $425,000. 

Call 617- 877- 3455 if interested.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

ROOM FOR RENT

Short Term Room Rental. Enjoy a peaceful, 
comfortable stay at Paradise Lake sanctu-
ary in Monson. Fully furnished room avail-
able for short term rental. Available Oct. 1st.
• All utilities included
• Full kitchen access
• Laundry access
• Pets welcome
• Quiet, welcoming setting
• Ideal for traveling professionals
     or temporary stays.

For rates, availability 
and more information
call Teri, 413-381-7950

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES PETS

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, 
Toys, Games, coins, sterling, 
Glassware, Silver-plated items, 
watches, Musical instruments, 
typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, 
knives, military, automotive, fire 
department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, 
books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and 
more.

Donald Roy 
(860) 874-8396

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)
(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 
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Each week you’ll receive
TOWN HALL NEWS  •  BUSINESS HAPPENINGS  •  AREA EVENTS  •  SPORTS

COMMUNITY STORIES  •  SCHOOL COVERAGE  •  CLASSIFIEDS & MORE!

CALL US 

1-413-283-8393
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING

YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER!

Use our website 
to securely subscribe 

online at
BARREGAZETTE.TURLEY.COM

21

Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________

City: ___________________________ State:  _________  Zip:  ___________

Phone: _________________________________________________________

Credit Card #: ___________________________________________________

Exp. Date: _______________________________  CVV2 code:  _____________

Signature ______________________________________________________

GIFT TO:

Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________

City: ___________________________ State:  _________  Zip:  ___________

New            Renewal          Gift A GIFT CARD WILL BE SENT TO ANNOUNCE YOUR GIFT!

BG26TMC

Yes!Yes!Yes! ❏   $33 ................................................1 year in state
❏   $38 ..........................................1 year out of state
❏   $44 ................................................2 year in state
❏   $54 ..........................................2 year out of state

Enclosed is my payment for:

      I want to subscribe to the Barre Gazette

 CHECK ENCLOSED

CHARGE MY CREDIT CARD

If you’re enjoying 
this FREE edition of the

Barre Gazette

PLEASE CONSIDER
SUBSCRIBING

Current recipients of our weekly paper enjoy 
town news, local stories and articles of 
interest generated in Barre, Petersham, 

Hubbardston, Oakham and Rutland 
for more than 150 years

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

SERVING THE TOWNS OF BARRE, HARDWICK, HUBBARDSTON,NEW BRAINTREE, NORTH BROOKFIELD, OAKHAM, PETERSHAM & RUTLAND SINCE 1834

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.comAugust 13, 2026   ❙   Vol. 191,  No. 20  ❙   $1.00  
www.barregazette.turley.com

USPS 044560                                                                                                                                           
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Quabbin hosts 
5th annual 
community 
event

BARRE – The 5th annual National Night Out was held at Quabbin Regional Middle High School on Aug. 4.
T h i s  a n n u a l  f r e e event was sponsored by Quabb in  Communi ty Cares and the Quabbin Regional School District. 

National Night Out allows people to meet local police, fire and emergency personnel from all five towns of the district, and explore the trucks, cars and equipment they use every day.  

Select 
Board 
recognize 
Robert 
Forte
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

HUBBARDSTON – The Select Board recognized the retirement of Sgt. Robert Forte of the Hubbardston Police Department after 26 years of service. 
Forte will continue to serve on a part-time basis. 
At the Aug. 3 meeting, Police Chief Ryan Couture said Forte was his field train-ing officer, and touched his career along with the career of others. 

“The department certainly would not have been able to run the way it has over the last 26 years without your presence,” Couture said. 
Forte received citations from the Select Board, state Sen. Peter Durant, state Rep. Donnie Berthiaume and the Office of Gov. Maura Healey and Lieutenant Gov. Kim Driscoll. Berthiaume described his service time as 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

BARRE – The summer concerts at Nornay Park continue with the Other Guys band arriving to Town over the weekend.

The Other Guys is a central Massachusetts-based band who have been performing throughout the region for the last three years. Representing the Other Guys is guitarist and banjo player Mike Apple, drummer Glenn Carter, 

bassist Steve Putnam, and guitarist and harmonica player Craig Brodeur. 
All four members of the Other Guys sing during their shows and play clas-sic rock, country, blues, 

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer

zachf@turley.com

HUBBARDSTON – The Community Preservation C o m m i t t e e  m e t  l a s t Wednesday where they con-tinued to discuss the request for funds from the First Meetinghouse Preservation Committee. 
Susan Worth, who is on both committees, presented their case last month, asking for $150,000 of Community Preservation Act funds to pursue a grant with the Mass Histor ical  Commission, which would eventually turn into $250,000 as the grant was administered. 

The money was planned to be used for major repairs, such as water infiltration fixes. 
During the Aug. 5 meet-ing, there was an update to the application for CPA funds to include an esti-

mate  for  some repai rs from Erickson Foundation Solutions at about $67,000. Worth also gave an update on what is required from the MHC grant, saying they have a lot of control in these projects, requiring and des-ignating historical consul-tants to do studies. She said there is an option right now for a study that would cost between $20,000-30,000. 
Worth brought up some other avenues the town could explore to get fund-ing, including a group called Preservation Massachusetts. According to the orga-nization’s website (https://www.preservationmass.org/), they are a state-wide educa-tion and advocacy program that works with organizations to revitalize communities, including by preserving his-toric buildings. There is a list of professionals on the site 

Select Board 
transfers 
license for 
Whistle Stop
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

H A R DW I C K  –  T h e Whistle Stop has a new owner, Dillon Sherwood, who announced at the Select Board meeting of Aug. 10, that the restaurant is set to open on August 12. 
The Select Board officially transferred a common victual-ler’s license to the restaurant. Town Administrator Justine Caggiano said a liquor license is scheduled to be voted on at the board’s Aug. 24 meeting. Hardwick Community FairThe Hardwick Community Fair is this coming Friday and Saturday, Aug. 14 and 15, and the board officially signed off on the special event applica-tion. 

Caggiano said the Police Department, Fire Department, Board of Health and Building Inspector among other depart-ments have signed as well. West Brookfield ambulanceThe board reviewed the contract between the town and West Brookfield Rescue Squad, with Caggiano say-ing the agreement is for three years after negotiations, with a 4% increase every year based on calls and training. 
She said Police Chief Kevin Landine and Fire Chief Nick Gaumond are comfort-able with the contract.

Select Board member Zack Spencer also said it does not matter to the state where 

CPC continue to discuss first meetinghouse

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

BARRE – For the fourth year,  the Barre Police Department hosted its Youth Academy for students in grades seven through 12.
This year, the acad-emy was held at Quabbin Regional Middle High School, and 30 cadets from the school district and beyond signed up to partic-ipate. 

Led  by  in s t ruc to r s 

See BOARD, Page 6

See CPC, Page 5

See CONCERT, Page 7

See CADETS, Page 7

See LICENSE, Page 6

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
The Other Guys Band arrived at Nornay Park in South Barre. Left to right 
stands Craig Brodeur, Steve Putnam, Glenn Carter, and Mike Apple of the 
Other Guys. 

The Other Guys perform at Nornay Park

See NNO, Page 7

National Night OutNational Night Out

Makenzie Casey braced herself for the cold water under the dunk tank. The U.S. Army National Guard had an information tent.

Turley Photos by Camren RobertsonFinn Burgos took a turn using the fire house at National Night Out, held at Quabbin Regional Middle High School on Aug. 4. Below, Comfort K-9 Barry of the Barre Police Department took a break from greeting people.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette

Thirty cadets signed up for the Barre Police Department’s Youth Academy, held last week at Quabbin 

Regional High School.

Cadets complete Cadets complete 
Police Dept.’s Police Dept.’s 
Youth AcademyYouth Academy

3 EASY WAYS 
TO SUBSCRIBE
TODAY

Please complete this form, and mail it in a secure envelope to: 
Barre Gazette, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Get the 
Barre

Gazette
mailed 
directly 
to your
home!
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

MATTRESS SALE!!!
END OF SEASON 
BIKE SALE!!!
GIANT TOY SELECTION!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

VOTED #1 APPLIANCE DEALER 
IN WORCESTER COUNTY!!! LANDSCAPE STONE

White • Blue • Purple • Red
Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

7-Night Halifax 
Bermuda Cruise
May 23-30, 2027

Dec. 5 ............Vermont Country Store with Lunch ............ $175
June 12 ..........Escape to Rockport ...................................... $120
Sept. 12-18 ....Canadian Rockies, Glacier Nat. Park ......... $5049
Oct. 18-26 ......Sunny Spain, Madrid, and Costa del Sol... $5249

Century 21 North East
160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

OPEN HOUSE - $319,000  
Sat., Oct. 3 11am-1pm

 38 Pleasant Street, Ware  
Spacious 4 
bedroom 2 
bath home 
with an 
a tt a c h e d 
one car 
g a r a g e .  
Bonus room on the first floor could be 
used as an office.  Walking distance to 
town and Grenville Park.

SUMMERSUMMER

at TIMMY’S

EVERY SATURDAY 
7AM-2PM

JUNE THRU 
OCTOBER

20’X30’ AREA ON GRASS
Most have shades & tables
$20.00 Cash To Set Up

1042 West St. 1042 West St. 
(Rt. 122) Barre(Rt. 122) Barre

2 mi. north of 2 mi. north of 
Barre centerBarre center

CONTACT: Text: 978-257-9461
Facebook: @timmy.s.996763

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

www.PostRoadRealty.comwww.PostRoadRealty.com

A truly unique opportunity in Warren! This sprawling 3-bedroom, 2-full-bath 
ranch offers incredible space, character, and features you simply don’t find in 
most homes. The centerpiece of this property is a massive 42’ x 31’ custom-
built pool room featuring a beautiful wood ceiling, an in-ground swimming 
pool with a brand-new liner, and an attached greenhouse. The greenhouse provides a wonderful space to grow your 
own garden and enjoy plants year-round. A slider from the pool room leads directly to the yard, creating a wonderful 
connection between the indoor and outdoor spaces. Just outside the pool area is a convenient entertaining space with 
**cabinets and a sink**, perfect for hosting family and friends. The main level features hardwood floors throughout, 
a huge fireplaced living room, an eat-in kitchen with a walk-in pantry, and a spacious family room that opens to a 
screened-in porch. The home offers three bedrooms and two full baths, with the primary bedroom featuring a private 
full bath and walk-in closet. The finished lower level provides even more space, with a bar, an area perfect for a home 
office, a laundry room, and plenty of storage. The property also offers a garage for added convenience and storage. 
Set on a desirable corner lot in a convenient location close to local amenities and major routes, this sprawling ranch 
offers significant versatility. Whether you’re looking for an incredible space to entertain, room to work from home, an 
indoor pool, a place to grow your own garden, or simply a home with room to spread out, this property has it all. Unique, 
spacious, and full of possibilities—this is a home you truly need to see to appreciate everything it has to offer!

NEW LISTING – $549,900
14 MILLER DRIVE, WARREN

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND $8 PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

HONEY CRISPHONEY CRISP
AND CORTLANDAND CORTLAND

PICK FALL RASPBERRIES

NOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLE
CIDER DONUTSCIDER DONUTS

Hand Painted - Hand Carved - Gold Leaf - Custom Artwork

149 Broad St., Barre, MA
978-355-3080

www.FlintSigns.com

Lisa Caron Broker/Owner
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

Call today to get started!
508.341.8299

21 FOX RUN, BROOKFIELD
OPEN HOUSE –
SUNDAY, OCT 4, 11AM-12PM
1993 Ritz-Craft 24x44 modular 
home located in Brookfield 
Meadows 55+ community. 
This is a 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
home with master bath, eat in kitchen dining area, wooden 
back deck and storage shed. Recently rehabbed, brand new 
flooring throughout, new granite countertops, fresh paint. 
Move-in ready. Buyer responsible for smoke cert at closing. 
Subject to park approval, lot rent includes water, sewer, taxes, 
road maintenance and trash removal. $230,000Lisa Caron Realtor®

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

Call today to get started!

508.341.8299

Are you ready to buy or sell?


