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HARDWICK –  2025 
was the year of the 263rd 
Hardwick Community Fair, 
the oldest fair in the United 
States. 

For two days, the town 
came together in celebration 
as the fair offered numer-
ous agricultural and creative 
exhibits, demonstrations, 
food, live music, children’s 
games, wagon rides,  an 
antique tractor parade, chain-
saw contest and so much 
more. 

The fair takes place on the 
Hardwick Common and has 
been around since the 1760s. 
The Hardwick Community 
Fair is even older than the 
Declaration of Independence. 

The fair began on Friday, 
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They vote 2 to 1 for 
Melanie Jackson

By Ellenor Downer
Editor

edowner@turley.com

B A R R E  –  S e l e c t 
Board Chairman Maureen 
Marshall said she received 
advice from Town Counsel 
on how to proceed with 
the selection of the Town 
Administrator.

Town Counsel listed 
steps for the Board to fol-
low. Step one was to narrow 
the selection to two candi-
dates. This could be done 
individually or collectively. 
Step two was to allow each 
member of the Select Board 
to discuss why he or she 
selected their choice of can-
didate. Step 3 was to either 
vote to extend a provision-
al offer to one of the final 
two candidates, to move to 
hold a second interview or 
to take no action on this.

Town Counsel  sa id 

the Board had two candi-
dates, who met the creden-
tials sought in their adver-
tisement – a minimum of 
a Bachelor’s degree and 
experience as a Town 
Administrator: Melanie 
J ackson  and  Hea the r 
Munroe. The Select Board 
voted unanimously to not 
offer the position to John 
Bianke based on lack of 
educational requirements. 
Two Select Board mem-
bers Richard Stevens and 
Chairman Marshal then 
voted to not offer the 
position to Fay Zukowski 
based on lack of educa-
tional requirements. Select 
Board Vice Chairman Mark 
Regienus abstained.

Select Board Chairman 
Marshall said she had dif-
ficulty getting references 
on Melanie Jackson. She 
called the candidate and 
requested additional ref-
erences. She talked to the 
Select Board Chairman, 

Board selects Town 
Administrator

Hardwick celebrates with 

263rd Community Fair

Fire Dept. personnel 
earn promotions
Bessette appointed to 
Assistant Chief

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– Fire Chief Darin Anderson 
and the Board of Selectmen 
formally recognized two 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  F i r e 
Department with a promo-
tion and an appointment.

At the Aug. 12 meeting, 
Shaun Adams was the first 
member of the department 
recognized. He has been 
running the department’s 
state program and writing 
grants in order to purchase 
supplies for youth and senior 
citizens. 

Adams is a full-time 
paramedic in Brookfield and 
a call firefighter.

“Shaun’s been instrumen-
tal,” Anderson said.

Anderson said Adams 
will be promoted to First 
Lieutenant of Training. He 
will be responsible for all 
new recruits and preparing 
them to respond to calls and 
fight fires.

Adams was pinned by 
his wife, Anne, who is also 
a firefighter and the North 
Brookfie ld  Emergency 
Management Agency direc-
tor. 

Anderson also recognized 
Thomas Bessette and asked 
the board to appoint him 
to the position of Assistant 
Chief. 

Bessette has served 18 
years in the fire service and 
is an acting captain at Logan 
Airport. 

“Without him, we could 
not have gotten done all the 
mandated NFPA testing…
he does a ton of work,” 
Anderson said.

Bessette’s wife, Natalia, 
pinned him with his new 
badge.

Moment of silence
Board of Selectmen Vice-

Chair Jamie Gilman said 
the community lost two of 
its distinguished veterans 
recently; Rev. Ken Winters 
and Paul McQuaid. He said 
Winters dedicated 20 years 
of service to the U.S. Navy 
and McQuaid served four 
years in the U.S. Coast 
Guard.

Both were active mem-

Friends of 
Mary Lane 
discussion 
held at Town 
House
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Correspondent

H A R DW I C K  –  T h e 
Fr iends  of  Mary  Lane 
Hospital organization held an 
update and discussion per-
taining to the status of what 
is happening at the former 
site of the hospital, as well as 
the organization’s efforts to 
preserve healthcare in Ware. 

The discussion, hosted 
by Cynthia Allen Bourcier 
went over the will written 
by Lewis Gilbert in 1919, as 
well as the condition of the 
Mary Lane Hospital site, and 
what the future plans of the 
foundation are.

Lewis Gilbert will
Lewis Gilbert was a land-

owner in Ware in the early 
1900s, and he resided on 
the property that was even-
tually transformed into the 
hospital on South Street. It 
was thanks to him that the 
building of the hospital 
was possible, as he granted 

Submitted photo

Ben Metcalf is shown by his Eagle project at kiosk and bench in Hardwick.

Benjamin Metcalf makes Eagle Scout
HARDWICK – Benjamin 

Metcalf of New Braintree 
was celebrated for receiving 
the Boy Scouts of America’s 
Highest Rank of Eagle Scout 
during his Court of Honor 
this past Saturday, Aug. 16. 

He is a recent gradu-
ate of Quabbin Regional 
High School and a mem-
ber of Boy Scout Troop 
144. in Oakham. He joined 
Cub Scouts in elementary 
school crossing over to Boy 
Scouts at 11 years old and 
journeyed through the ranks 

of scouts earning 27 merit 
badges.  

Achieving the rank of 
Eagle Scout requires 21 
merit badges, demonstrating 
Scout Spirit, holding numer-
ous leadership roles within 
the troop and a significant 
number of community ser-
vice hours and completing 
a large community benefit-
ed project. Only 6% of all 
Scouts achieve Eagle rank.

Ben’s Eagle project was 
designing, constructing and 
installing an informational 

kiosk along with a bench for 
the town of Hardwick. The 
kiosk and bench provide a 
place for the Conservation 
Commission of Hardwick 
to provide more details of 
the historic mural placed 
along the trail. Ben along 
with many volunteers from 
the troop worked together to 
build the structure and install 
it last fall working over the 
course of many months.

See HARDWICK FAIR, 
page 6

See BARRE, page 7

See METCALF, page 7See N BROOKFIELD, 
page 16

See MARY LANE, 
page 18

Turley Photo by Mary Whitelaw

Devon Wentworth of Gilbertville made his cut during the Lumberjack Contest 
held on Friday night.
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Barre Dining Center
BARRE — Elder Services of 

Worcester Area Nutrition Program wel-
comes guests to dine at the Barre Senior 
Center, 557 South Barre Road. The 
following meals will be served for the 
week of Aug. 25. Lunches are back at 
the senior center, but require a pre-sign 
up. Volunteers are needed at the Barre 
dining site. Volunteers are needed for 
Meals on Wheels (mileage reimburse-
ment) and in the kitchen. People should 
contact 978-355-5027.    

MONDAY – Pork Rib-i-que, barbe-
cue sauce, mac n cheese, green beans, 
pineapple sandwich roll

TUESDAY – Swedish meatballs, 
mashed potatoes, Scandinavian vege-
tables, vanilla mousse, pumpernickel 

bread
WEDNESDAY – Sloppy Joe, red 

bliss potatoes, mixed vegetables, fresh 
fruit sandwich roll 

THURSDAY – Chicken cranberry 
salad, three bean salad, Coleslaw, birth-
day cake, diet = small piece, hot dog bun

FRIDAY – Breaded mac & cheese, 
stewed tomatoes, roasted California veg-
etables, fresh fruit, Italian bread

*Higher sodium entree Meal includes 
milk and margarine. Menus are subject 
to change. All meals are served at about 
11:45 a.m. each weekday. Reservations 
should be made the day before by call-
ing 978-355-5027 before 10:30 a.m. The 
donation of $3.00 per meal helps keep 
the program running.  

Corrections policy
The Barre Gazette will gladly correct 

factual errors that appear in this paper. 
Corrections or clarifications will always 
appear on Page 2. To  request a orrection, 
send information to Editor Ellenor Downer 
at barrenews@turley.com or call 978-355-
4000. Corrections may also be requested 
in writing at Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005.

9/11 ceremony takes place Sept. 11
The 9/11 Memorial is having a ceremo-

ny at the Global War on Terror Monument 
on Thursday, Sept. 11 at 10:30 a.m. This 
is the first remembrance since the Global 
War on Terror Monument was dedicated on 
Memorial Day of this year. 

Designer pancake breakfast
A designer pancake breakfast sponsored 

by Cradle Rock Chapter Order of Eastern 
Star will be held Saturday, Sept. 6  from 
7:30-1030 a.m. at Mount Zion Masonic 
Lodge Hall, 71 Pleasant St. People may cre-
ate their own designer pancakes. The menu 
also includes pancakes, waffles, sausage 
gravy and biscuits, bacon, sausage, juice 
and coffee and always real maple syrup. 
Cost is $9 per adult and $5 for children 6 
and under. People can come for breakfast 
then enjoy the Barre Lions Club Car Show 
on the Barre Common.

Yard sale
The Barre Historical Society announces 

their annual major fundraiser a yard sale on 
Saturday, Sept. 20 beginning at 9 a.m. Rain 
date is Sunday, Sept. 21. Members shop first 
from 8-9 a.m. and shoppers receive free cof-
fee. There will be something for everyone. 
determine the price you pay! Yes, for much 
of the For most items, people determine 
their donation for the treasures they want.  
As a non-profit, self sustaining organization, 
they depend upon the generosity of their 
buyers.  Items include current dish sets, 
pans, utensils, etc., to games, winter sleds, 
electronics, and their collectibles’ table too.
where vintage items including jewelry, old 
medicine bottle, tins and more are all avail-
able. 
Rep. Berthiaume staff holds office hours 

State Rep. Donnie Berthiaume and Chief 
of Staff, Donna, invite constituents and 
town officials to meet them to express  any 
concerns, ideas or issues that they may need 
assistance with. People may call Donna at 
774-402-4742 if they would like a private 
meeting. Rep. Berthiaume’s chief of staff 
will be in Barre on Wednesday, Sept. 17 at 
the Barre Senior Center from 9:30-10:15 
a.m.

Autumn Kids Market
An Autumn Kids Market will meet   on 

Saturday, Sept. 13 from 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
with the regular Barre Farmers Market on 
the Common in Barre Center. The kids mar-
ket is run by children. They should register 
now to participate. Shoppers will be able 
to shop from entrepreneurs ages 5 to 17 on 
Sept. 13. For more information, people may 
visit ChildrensEntrepreneurMarket.com.

Barre Food Pantry
The next Barre Food Pantry distribu-

tion will occur on Thursday, Aug. 21 from 
5:30-7 p.m. In order to maintain safe phys-
ical distances between volunteers and 
between volunteers and clients Aug. 21 
will again be  “drive-through”  style distri-
butions. Clients will line up in their vehi-
cles on Park Street and proceed into the 
right hand (east) entrance driveway of the 
Barre  Congregational Church. They will 
remain in their cars. They’ll drive up and be 
checked in by a volunteer, then continue up 
to the church building where their groceries 
will be put into the trunk or wayback of 
their vehicle by volunteers at multiple sta-
tions. Based on the success of distributions 
so far, the Food Pantry volunteers believe 
this “drive-through” style is the safest pos-
sible way to get food to clients and to help 
keep everyone well.

COA to hold games and barbecue
The Oakham Senior Center is sponsoring 

a morning of lawn games on the town com-
mon followed by a barbecue at the Senior 
Center on Friday, Sept. 5. The games of cro-
quet and corn hole will begin at 9 a.m. and 
last until 11 a.m. At 11.30 a.m., the barbecue 
begins at the Senior Center. They will be 
serving hot dogs, burgers, salads and desserts 
until 1 p.m. All seniors are invited.

People can choose to attend the games 
only, barbecue only or both. People may 
call 508-882-4073 to sign up to assist with 
planning. There is no charge for the cookout 
or the games. People should leave their name 
and what events they will attend. They must 
RSVP by Friday, Aug. 29. 

Library yard sale
Susan Turnbull will be managing the 

Fobes Memorial Library, 4 Maple St., yard 
sale during the town wide yard sale on 
Saturday, Aug. 23. If anyone has anything 
that they’d like to donate feel free to drop it 
off at the library. The only catch is that peo-
ple come pick it any donations that did not 
sell.a

Church yard sale
The Oakham Congregational Church,4 

Coldbrook Road, will be participating in 
the town wide yard sale rain or shine on 
Saturday, Aug. 23 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Maps 
will be available there as well. The church 
will sell hotdogs, egg salad and chicken 
salad sandwiches, sodas, bottled water and 
chips. Coffee will be available if the weath-
er is cool. There will be tables set up in the 
Rood Room to eat your lunch. 

Senior Center
August activities at senior center include 

Tuesday, Aug. 26 blood pressure/glucose 
testing form 11 a.m.-noon and Tuesday, Aug. 
26 SNAP benefits information from 11 a.m.-
1 p.m. all ages welcome no age restrictions. 
Monday through Thursday there is puzzling 
from 9 a.m.-noon at the Senior Center.

Monday through Thursday at  9 a.m. 
walking group meets at Senior Center and 
Tuesday through Thursday walking group 
meets at 11 a.m. at Senior Center. People 
that want to be added to the text message 
group may call the Senior Center at 508-
4073 and leave their name and cell phone 
number.

Wednesdays at 9 a.m. Zumba Gold is held 
in the Rutland Senior Center - $3 donation 
per class

Thursdays at noon is weigh in at the 
Senior Center support weight loss group. 
Fridays at 10.30 a.m.:  Functional Fitness 
meets at the New Braintree Town Hall; 
$3 donation per class.

Hot Lunches are offered at the Senior 
Center dining area Monday through 
Thursday at 11.30 a.m.   Reservations are 
needed at least two days in advance and 
can be made through the Congregate Meal 
Coordinator from 9 a.m.-12.15 p.m. by call-
ing 508-882-4072. 

PETERSHAM – As the 
world becomes more compli-
cated through the effects of 
climate change, cultural frag-
mentation, and social and 
environmental injustices, the 
University of the Wild is step-
ping-up its programs and ser-
vices to help people to live, 
learn, and act through con-
nection and harmony with the 
Earth and All Life.  

To this end, all programs 
are at 73 Glasheen Road or 
on-line and include a series 
of programs at its Center 
includes Earth Alive,  a 
32 year Annual Summer 
Gathering on the weekend 
of Aug. 23 to Aug. 24 which 
includes Nature Connecting 
activities, music, story-telling 
and the building of an Earth-
based community 

P e o p l e  m a y  v i s i t 
h t t p s : / / b r a d l e y g r o v e -
h y s o n . c o m / 2 0 2 5 / 0 6 /
earth-alive-2025-registration 
to register.

In October there will be 
a UofWild Sampler to share 
the various components of 
the curriculum and training in 
how to initiate self-directed 
learning as a way to earn col-
lege credits and insights for 
living an Earth-based lifestyle.

In addition there will be an 

Honoring of the late Joanna 
Macy, author of “Coming 
Back to Life: Practice to 
Reconnect” a past visitor to 
Earthlands on Sunday, Aug. 
24  at 4 p.m.at the UofWild’s 
Elder’s Circle. There will be 
announced a series of pro-
grams and podcasts, includ-
ing: Putting-up Sacred Stone 
Work;  Introduction to Self-
directed Learning;  Building 
Earth-based Community; 
Practices of EDI Equity, 

Diversity, and Inclusion for 
the 21st Century; and the 
development of an inter-
n a t i o n a l  C o m m u n i t y , 
called WECHI, Wild Earth 
Communities and Households 
International founded at the 
UofWild. 

For Dr.  Larry Buell , 
founder of the University 
of the Wild, the expansion 
of his work is aligned with 
other transformative projects 
of the Quabbin Bioregion, 
now and in the past, like 
Harvard Forest, the Trustees 
of Reservations, and Mass 
Audubon.  Buell states, :It 
is a joy and a dream come 
true that my work is now rec-
ognized by a larger network 
and is a key component to 
the vital connection of peo-
ple to the land, culture, and 
place.:  As a local Elder, 
Buell is writing his memoir, 
preserving stories of the land 
and local communities, and 
providing a physical place 
for people of all ages, cir-
cumstances, and persuasions 
to live, learn, and act for the 
Earth.

For information, people 
may visit www.UofWild.
org, email Buell at Larry@
UofWild.org or call 978- 855-
1420.   

OAKHAM
by Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com
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University of the Wild to hold 
Summer and Fall Programs

Submitted photo

Larry Buell local histori-
an shares his “Sense of 
Place” and will include 
such content in the 
UofWild’s Fall program 
offerings

Emily Aubuchont runs to support NEADS
O A K H A M  –  E m i l y 

Aubuchont of Oakham is 
running the Falmouth Road 
Race and raising money for 
NEADS World Class Service 
Dogs, a nonprofit based in 
Princeton. 

NEADS offers an array of 
Service Dog programs and 
provides Service Dogs for 
Veterans with disabilities or 
PTSD, people with hearing 
loss, children and adults with 
a physical disability, and 
more.

Athough the race is this 
weekend, fundraising is open 
through Sept. 30.  

“If you’ve never heard 
of NEADS - they are a 
local non-profit located in 
Princeton, that breeds, rais-
es, trains and places Service 
Dogs to those in need. Last 
year, I was able to visit the 
NEADS campus and witness 
first-hand what an amazing 
organization and operation 
they run. We were able to 
meet one of the service dogs 

who services a woman with 
MS and witness what a dif-
ference this dog makes in her 
everyday life that wouldn’t 
be possible without NEADS. 
Every dollar counts for 
NEADS to be able to contin-
ue to help and provide sup-
port to those in need.

 P lease  cons ide r ing 
donating to my page here to 
support the ongoing work 
NEADS provides to the 
community,” said Emily 
Aubuchont.

Have something to share?
Send your stories and photos to edowner@turley.com
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PUBLIC 
MEETINGS

BARRE
Planning Board – Aug. 21 and Sept. 16
 at 7 p.m.
Conservation Committee – Aug. 26 at
 7 p.m.
Cemetery Commission – Aug. 28
 at 11 a.m. 
9/11 Memorial Development Committee
 – Aug. 28 at 4:30 p.m.
Felton Field Commission – Sept. 2
 at 630 p.m.
Council on Aging – Sept. 3 at 12:30 p.m.
Board of Health – Sept. 8 at 5 p.m.
Water Commission – Sept. 8 at 5:30 p.m.
DPW Commission – Sept. 8 at 6 p.m.
Library Trustees – Sept. 10 at 6:30 p.m. 
Barre Housing Authority – Sept. 11
 at 1 p.m. 
Master Plan Steering Committee – 
Oct. 9 at 5:30 p.m. and Nov. 13 at 7 p.m.
Cable Advisory Committee – Oct. 14
 at 7 p.m.

HARDWICK
Town Hall Advisory Committee – 
Aug. 21 at 4:30 p.m.
Master Plan Steering Committee – Aug. 
21 at 6:30 p.m.
Planning Board – Aug. 26 at 6:30 p.m.
Recycling Commission – Sept. 2 at
 6:30 p.m.
Council on Aging – Sept. 3 at 12:30 p.m.
Paige Library Trustees – Sept. 4
 at 7 p.m.
Gilbertville Public Library – Sept. 10
 at 3 p.m.
Board of Health – Sept. 11 at 6:30 p.m.
Capital Planning Committee – Sept. 15 
at 3 p.m.

HUBBARDSTON
Planning Board – Aug. 21 at 6:30 p.m.
Cultural Council – Aug. 21 at 7 p.m.
Board of Parks Commissioners – Aug 27
 at 6 p.m.

\NORTH BROOKFIELD
Board of Selectmen – Aug. 26 at 6 p.m.
Special Town Meeting – Aug, 26
 at 6 p.m.
Rep. Berthiaume Office Hours –
 Sept. 11 at 11 a.m.-noon
Planning Board – Sept. 17 at 6 p.m.

PETERSHAM
Petersham Historic District – Aug. 21
 at 6 p.m.
Select Board –  Aug. 26, Aug. 28,
 Sept.11, Sept. 18 and Sept. 25 at 
5:30 p.m.
Board of Health – Aug. 26 at 7:30 p.m.
Open Space and Recreation Committee
 – Sept. 2 at 6 p.m.
Conservation Commission – Sept. 2
 at 7 p.m.
Board of Assessors – Sept. 5 at 9 a.m.
Council on Aging – Sept. 8 at 10 a.m.
Cemetery Commission – Sept. 9 at
 10 a.m.

RUTLAND
Finance Committee – Aug. 21 at 6 p.m.

HUBBARDSTON
by Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

Contact 
Sue Como

(413)
531-9098

www.BuyRiteHome.com

LAND FOR SALE
Belchertown 7.5 acres with twn util. $149,900
Belchertown 4.2 acres with twn util. $99,900
Hampden 6.95 acres $80,000
Hardwick 11+ acres 2 perc $159,900
Monson 63 acres, frtg 2 roads $280,000
New Salem 5.8 acres, perc $94,900

CALL FOR 
DETAILS AND 
LOCATIONS

Land is in demand 
all shapes and sizes. 
Hire a Land Specialist 

like myself to list and sell 
your land parcel.

214 OLD BELCHERTOWN RD., 
WARE - Beautiful log home set 
on 5+ acres near the Quabbin, 
oversized two car garage with 
workshop area.  Open living room 
area, granite counters, lower-
level family rooms, enclosed 
sunroom on the 
front.  $599,999

26 ½ CHERRY ST., SPENCER - 
New Construction colonial nearing 
completion.  Downtown location for 
those who want the conveniences 
nearby.  Finish the walk out lower 
level for more living space.  Three 
bedroom and huge kitchen/dining 
area.  $589,900

HOMES FOR SALE

 OPEN HOUSE SUN., AUGUST 24TH 12-2

WARE – Commercial building 
on over 4 acres.  Multiple garage 
space, multiple office spaces.  
Great rental potential rent to one 
person or split up and rent to a 
few.  So much potential here for 
the price.  $280,000

 OPEN HOUSE THURS., AUGUST 21ST 5-7

GARDNER TEN PINS
560 West Broadway, Gardner

978-632-0010

Fall Leagues Now Forming
Go To Our Website gardnertenpins.com
To Register And For More Information

2026 Norwegian 
Cruise Line
Bermuda and Nova Scotia 
– Call Today

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Oct. 4 ......... Stockbridge – Rockwell Museum .............$120
Oct. 18 ....... Turkey Train ................................................$175
Dec. 7 ........ Water for Elephants at PPAC ....................$120
March 11 ... Tropical Costa Rica ..........................from $3569
May 2026 .. 8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ...from $1699

Field Day happens Sept. 11
Hubbardston Field Day will be held 

Saturday, Sept. 13 at the Curtis Rec Field in 
Hubbardston from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Rain date 
is Sunday, Sept. 14. Featured will be bounce 
house, obstacle course, Munchkin playland, 
baby contest at 10 a.m., chicken barbecue at 
noon, live music, pony rides, Capoeira demon-
stration, vendors, games, crafts, and more. 
Partial funding is provided by the Hubbardston 
Cultural Council through the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council. This annual fundraiser for 
the Hubbardston Lions Club provides an 
opportunity for the community to come togeth-
er and support each other while having fun. 
More info rmation is available by emailing 
joyce.hubblions@gmail.com or looking for the 
full schedule of events on our Facebook page 
at Hubbardston Lions Club.

Library 5K set for Sept. 6
The 28th Annual Hubbardston Library 5K 

Run/Walk is scheduled for Saturday Sept. 6 
at 9 a.m. sharp. This annual event represents 
more than a quarter century of community 
support for the Library, approaching $90,000 
raised for ongoing operations. The race is 
an out and back course starting and finish-
ing at the Hubbardston Center School.  The 
race will be held rain or shine.  Applications 
for the event will be available online at the 
Hubbardston Library website. The registra-
tion fee for the fundraising event is $25 and 
$30 for those who register after Aug. 2. Long 
sleeve cotton race shirts will be provided to 
the first 100 registered runners. Awards to 
overall first place Male/Female Runners and 
Walkers as well as age group winners will be 
provided. Prizes provided are possible due to 
the generous donations of local businesses and 
individuals. For additional information on this 
event, interested runners/walkers or donors can 
contact Mark Wigler, race director at 978-928-
5120 or email MTWigler@gmail.com.  The 
2024 Race/Walk raised over $4,000 for sup-
port of the library’s activities and Scholarship 
Fund. 

Dinghy Dash 
The Eighth Annual Dingy Dash will 

take place on Saturday, Aug. 23 at 10 a.m. 
on Brigham Pond. This year there are three 
categories to choose from single occupant 
adult, single occupant youth and group ves-
sel. Deadline to enter was Monday, Aug. 18. 
Sponsors are Hubbardston Police Association, 
J.P. McCarthy & Sons and The Ruptured 
Duck.

Senior Center
The Hubbardston Senior Center, 7A Main 

St., events include: Bingo from 12:30-3 p.m. 
on Mondays; Knitting Group at 10 a.m. every 
Tuesday at 10 a.m. and WiiBowling beginning 
at 8:30 a.m. every Monday and Wednesday 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. Eggs may be picked up 
on Thursdays at 8:30 a.m. in the Senior Center. 
Cribbage is played on Thursdays from 1:30-3 
p.m. Pitch is played the first and third Friday 
of the month at 6:30 p.m. Art group meets 
every Friday at 9 a.m.

 

Explore Lake Wallace with the 
Quabbin Photo Group on Aug. 25

B E L C H E R T O W N 
– The Quabbin  Photo 
Group invites the pub-
lic to an inspiring evening 
on Monday, Aug. 25, at 7 
p.m. at the Belchertown 
Recreation Department, 66 
State St., that will feature 
retired Belchertown educa-
tor and environmental advo-
cate Louise Levy.

Levy is well  known 
in the community as one 
of the visionaries behind 
the creation of the Lake 
Wallace Recreational Area 
(www.belcher town.org/
lakewallace), a scenic spot 
tucked away in the heart of 
Belchertown. During her 
career as an educator, she 
brought countless students 
into the outdoors, using 
hands-on ecology lessons to 
help them connect with the 
natural world. 

Today, as a leader of the 
Friends of Lake Wallace, 
she continues to champion 

its environmental and edu-
cational importance.

At this special program, 
Levy will share her exten-
sive knowledge of the lake 
– its history, its diverse 
plant and animal life, and 
why it’s such a treasure for 
photographers and nature 
lovers alike. Following 
her talk, members of the 
Quabbin Photo Group will 
present a showcase of their 
favorite landscape and wild-
life images taken at Lake 
Wallace, revealing the area’s 
beauty through the eyes of 
skilled local photographers.

Adding to the evening’s 
appeal, the lake itself is 
located directly behind 
the meeting venue, giving 
attendees the opportunity to 
step outside and explore the 
area for themselves after the 
presentation.

Founded by renowned 
nature photographer Les 
Campbell,  the Quabbin 

Photo Group was created to 
celebrate the natural beauty 
of the Quabbin Region. 

The group holds monthly 
meetings open to the pub-
lic, offering educational pro-
grams, guest speakers, and 
opportunities for photogra-
phers of all levels to share 
their work. Membership 
helps support QPG’s mis-
sion of fostering apprecia-
tion for the region’s land-
scapes and wildlife.

This free event welcomes 
everyone, whether you’re an 
experienced photographer, a 
casual nature enthusiast, or 
simply curious about one of 
Belchertown’s hidden gems.

For more information 
about the program, contact 
Program Chair Ed Comeau 
at ecomeau@comeaupho-
tography.com. To learn 
more about the Quabbin 
Photo Group, reach out to 
President Mark Lindhult at 
mlindhult@gmail.com.

Paige Memorial Library lists events
HARDWICK – People, 

who missed the Paige 
Memorial Library’s Annual 
Hardwick Fair Book Sale, 
there is still a chance to pur-
chase books.

There are stil l  have 
books available downstairs 
in the Paige Memorial 
Libraary, 87 Petersham 
Road, on Tuesday and 
Thursday from 2-4 p.m., 
Wednesday from 10 a.m.-
4 p.m. and Saturday from 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. They have 
f ic t ion ,  specia l  in ter-

est non-fiction and lovely 
books for children; prices 
are reasonable. 

The library staff thanks 
the fairy house makers.  
The Annual  Hardwick 
Fair-y Vil lage at tract-
ed many tiny fairies, one 
human size fairy and many 
appreciative visitors who 
made a wish, tied a ribbon 
on the Wishing Tree and 
left with a glittering tattoo. 
Peter Schmid’s beautiful 
garden was enhanced by the 
art in the Hardwick Fair-y 

Village. 
There is no room to 

bring the fairy houses into 
the library because of the 
book sale and so they were 
all left outside for pick up. 
People should claim their 
beautiful fairy houses.

Wednesday morning 
story hour begins at 11 a.m. 
Children may come early 
to play and to meet friends.  
For more  information, peo-
ple may call 413-477-6704 
or email Director.paigeli-
brary@gmail.com.

Rep. Berthiaume lists office hours
S t a t e  R e p .  D o n n i e 

Berthiaume and Chief of 
Staff, Donna, invite constit-
uents and town officials to 
meet them to express  any 
concerns, ideas or issues 
that they may need assis-
tance with.  

People may call Donna 
at 774-402-4742 if they 
would like a private meet-
ing. 

Office hour schedules 
include on Tuesday, Sept. 
9 town of Ware at the 
Senior Center from 9-9:45 

a.m.; town of Hardwick 
at the Town Hall from 
10-11a.m.;town of West 
Brookfield, at the Senior 
Center from 11:15 a.m.-
12:15 p.m. and town of 
Brookfield at the Town 
Hall, 12:30 p.m.-1:30 p.m.; 
on Wednesday, Sept. 10 
town of Leicester at the 
Center Center from 9-9:45 
a.m.; town of Spencer, at 
Senior Center, from 10-11 
a.m. with Tammy Ruda 
from Rep. Marsi’s Office 
and town of East Brookfield 

at the Senior Center from 
11:15 a.m.-noon p.m.; on 
Thursday, Sept. 11 town 
of Oakham at Town Hall 
from 9-9:45 a.m.;  town of 
New Braintree at the Town 
Hall from 10-10:45 a.m.; 
town of North Brookfield 
Town Hall from 11 a.m.-
noon and on Wednesday, 
Sept. 17 town of Barre 
Senior Center from 9:30-
10:15 a.m. and town of 
Hubbardston at Senior 
Center from 10:30-11:30 
a.m.

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Member SPIC > edwardjones.com    

David J. Mason, CFP®, ChFC®

Financial Advisor

164 Market Drive
Athol, MA 01331
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Member SIPC

Hunter E Boody, ChFC®
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Opinion

In Past Pages
5 years (Aug. 27, 2020)
A $2,000 grant  from 

the Massachusetts Dept. 
o f  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d 
Recreat ion’s  Urban and 
Community Forestry Program 
will support new equipment 
for the Petersham Wood 
Bank, a volunteer firewood 
heating assistance program 
now in its sixth year of ser-
vice to Petersham residents. 
In 2019-2020, the Wood 
Bank distributed 15 cords 
of wood to Petersham resi-
dents. Petersham households 
may apply for winter 2020-
2021 vouchers once a month 
or as dry wood is available, 
at the Town Office starting 
in October. Wood allotments 
are picked up at the trans-
fer station. “The Petersham 
Wood Bank is a team effort 
and incredible success story, 
made possible by dedicated 
volunteers and tremendous 
support from both the town 
and the Mass. DCR,” says 
Jordan O’Connor, who wrote 
the new grant and co-manages 
the Petersham Wood Bank as 
a member of the Petersham 
Fores t  and  Shade  Tree 
Committee with tree warden 
Melissa LeVangie.

Sanda Barry  and Ed 
Blanchard of the Hubbardston 
Lions Club requested the 
bandstand be named the 
David Tattan Jr. Memorial 
Bandstand at the Aug. 3 select 
board meeting. Blanchard 
said David Tattan Jr. was a 
“pillar of the community,” a 
Lions Club member for 40 
years and the engineer and 
main construction guy on the 
bandstand. He said the Lions 
Club also wanted to purchase 
and install a granite bench 
like the one for Louis A. 
Richards near the bandstand. 
The three selectmen present 

approved a motion to sup-
port this and to work with the 
town administrator to make it 
happen.

Steve Meagher, a former 
resident of Hubbardston, said 
Hubbardston was one of the 
few towns that did not have 
a memorial for the Vietnam 
period and it was way over

due. He said he would 
like to see it happen. He said 
a committee would need to 
be formed and raise about 
$15,000. He said he would 
like the committee to be 
established by this Veterans 
Day and the memorial in 
place on the town common 
by Veterans Day 2021. The 
select board approved the 
establishment of a sev-
en-member committee and 
support of the project.

10 years (Aug. 27, 2015)
Petersham Selectmen met 

with the Advisory Finance 
Committee to discuss arti-

cles and their order on the 
warrant for a Special Town 
Meeting set for Monday, Aug. 
21. The Select Board and the 
Advisory Finance Committee 
decided to keep the first five 
articles in the order as pre-
sented. The articles included a 
routine one regarding reports 
officers and committees as 
well as a request for an ease-
ment on East Street, a grant 
for a conservation restric-
tion for farmland currently 
in Chapter 61 and the second 
vote on Broadband.

The musical by Barre 
Players’  Summer Youth 
Theater “Meet Me in St. 
Louis,” begins with rolling 
music in subdued light. The 
year is 1903. The place is 
the Smith home in St. Louis, 
where everyone is eager-
ly looking forward to the 
World’s fair. Neil Ericson as 

Look Back
Top Runners – 1984

File photo

Wayne Goddard, right, congratulates the win-
ners in the cross country race at the recent 
Hardwick Fair. Left to right are Lou Panaccione, 
first, Mark Kimball, second and Roger Nataska, 
third
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Letters to Editor

I respectfully submit this 
comment to express con-
cern regarding the imple-
mentation of a commercial 
battery park projects and 
their potential implications 
for Indigenous lands, cul-
tural landscapes and ecolog-
ically sensitive areas/water-
shed aquifers. 

While the state’s com-
mitment to clean energy is 
commendable, the accel-
erated siting of Battery 
Energy Storage Systems 
appears to be moving for-
ward without consistent 
application of federal cul-
tural review processes. 
Specifically, Section 106 
of the National Historic 
Preservation Act requires 
consultation with Tribal 
H i s to r i c  P r e se rva t i on 
Officers when a project 
involves federal funding, 
permits or oversight. 

Many c lean  energy 
projects in Massachusetts 
receive federal support 
whether through grants, 
loan guarantees, or agen-
cy involvement,  which 
would trigger this important 
review. However, it appears 
that some projects may be 
advancing without full com-
pliance with Section 106, 

particularly in areas with 
ancestral significance to the 
Wampanoag, Nipmuc and 
Narragansett peoples. This 
has been a statewide issue 
from Race Point Cape Cod 
to the Berkshires.

This raises important 
questions about whether the 
state is meeting its obliga-
tions under the Public Trust 
Doctrine, which affirms the 
government’s responsibility 
to protect public resources 
including cultural and envi-
ronmental heritage for the 
benefit of all communities. 
The absence of meaning-
ful tribal consultation and 
cultural review risks over-
looking sacred landscapes 
and eroding trust with 
Indigenous nations.

I respectfully urge all rel-
evant agencies to ensure that 
federally supported energy 
projects in Massachusetts 
undergo proper consultation 
and review in accordance 
with Section 106. Doing so 
will help uphold legal obli-
gations, foster transparency 
and honor the cultural stew-
ardship of Indigenous peo-
ples.

Robert Kane
Barre

Energy projects must
follow National Historic 
Preservation Act

Now is the time to put 
aside differences

Divide and conquer is a 
strategy that has won bat-
tles for thousands of years. 

Now, Oakham faces the 
greatest battle of our time. 
At risk are our land, our 
drinking water, our prop-
erty values and our health. 
The state government is 
trying to force a lithium 
battery park on our town, 
even though Oakham res-
idents unanimously voted 
against it and passed a 
bylaw to stop it.

This is not democracy. 
This is dictatorship. Many 
people do not realize the 
dangers of lithium battery 
parks. 

More than half of exist-
ing battery parks have 
caught fire. These fires 
cannot be extinguished. 
They burn for days or even 
weeks, releasing toxic 
smoke that travels for 
miles. When water is used 
to fight the flames, chem-

icals seep into the ground, 
moving quickly through 
the aquifer and contaminat-
ing wells. 

Once the aquifer is poi-
soned, it cannot be cleaned. 
East Hampton, New York, 
saw its municipal water 
supply destroyed this very 
way. (https://oswsouthfork.
info/bess)

To those in Oakham 
who have other grievanc-
es, I am not saying your 
concerns have no value. 
But right now, we must 
put aside our differences. 
This battery park threatens 
our very town, our homes 
and our lives. If we remain 
divided, the state will win.

Let’s not let the dicta-
tors win by dividing and 
conquering ourselves. Let 
us protect Oakham. Failure 
is not an option.

Eliot Starbard
Oakham

I DO LISTEN

Note: A spoken word tribute to the r
ightful owners of the land

I do listen, in our New England wood, where the 
rightful owners show me many things.

Not with words, but with wind through pine, with 
the hush of moss beneath my feet, with the sudden 
hush when the hawk passes overhead.

The trees speak in silence, their roots tangled in 
memory. The stones remember— they’ve held the 
weight of seasons, and the footsteps of those who 
walked here long before me.

The brook retells stories older than names, older 
than maps, older than fences. It sings of freedom, of 
movement, of belonging.

I walk gently, a guest among ancestors, among fox 
and fern, among shadow and light. I do not own this 
place. I am held by it.

They show me— how to wait without wanting, 
how to watch without judgment, how to belong with-
out claiming.

The heath hen no longer drums here, but the 
silence it left is still sacred. The deer move like 
memory, and the owl asks questions I’m not ready to 
answer.

I do listen, and in listening, I begin to understand 
what it means to be home. Not to take, but to tend. 
Not to conquer, but to care. Not to speak, but to hear.

I do listen. And the land speaks still.

Robert Kane

[This time of year I 
always get a few questions 
from gardeners who won-
der what type of disease is 
afflicting their treasured hol-
lyhocks.  

Sadly, it’s affecting mine 
too. Read on for more infor-
mation on this malady.

Two years ago I planted 
Hollyhock seeds indoors. 
The plants grew wonderfully 
that first year with nice deep 
green basal foliage.  

Being biennial in nature, 
year two is when they came 
into their glory with incred-
ibly beautiful pink flowers 
on towering six to seven foot 
spikes. Now it’s year three 
– a gift when biennials are 
concerned. 

The plants started out 
fine and then I noticed a few 

raised orange-brown spots 
on the leaves. By season’s 
end, the plants are pale in 
color and covered with the 
rusty orange spots.  

Most of the lower foliage 
has been destroyed and has 
dropped to the ground.

My hollyhocks are suf-
fering from a fungal prob-
lem by the name of rust. It 
first appears as waxy orange 
blisters, known as “pustules” 
on the undersides of the 
lower most foliage.  On the 
surface of the leaves small, 
orange-yellow spots form.  

Hollyhock rust rarely 
kills its host, but it can make 
plants look quite unsightly. 
In a severe infestation like 
mine, premature leaf drop 
occurs.   

Next spring, if I dare to 

grow hollyhocks again, I’ll 
have to do it in a different 
part of my landscape and 
escape any spores that the 
soil is harboring.

The best way to control 
hollyhock rust is to remove 
infected leaves and discard 
them in the trash. The quick-
er you act, the better.  

O t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f 
t h e  h o l l y h o c k  f a m i l y 
(Malvaeceae) are prone to 
this disease as well, so scour 
your perennial bed for spot-
ted leaves on Lavatera and 
Malva (Tall Mallow and 
Musk Mallow) and dispose 
of them. 

A common weed that 
goes by the name “cheese 
weed” or  “cheeses” is 
also a Malva and likewise 
is susceptible. Cut down 
on the chance of infesta-
tion next year by remov-
ing all foliage and debris 
from these plants prior to 
winter. Even go as far as 
to remove the bark mulch 
beneath them to further 
reduce the spore population.    
Proper cultural practices also 
make a difference in com-
bating hollyhock rust and 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Rust is no joke

See PAST PAGES page 6

See GARDEN page 5
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Serenity Hill Sampler
by Jane McCauley

It was another hot and 
humid  week ,  a l though 
Sunday was pleasant.  

I ran the fans most of the 
week. I got a huge bag of 
potting soil at Walmart. One 
gentleman helped me put it 
in the car and a young lady 
put it in my shopping basket. 
I find when shopping I really 
have to ask for help. It seems 
I have shrunk and everything 
I need is on the top sheeves.

A f t e r  s h o p p i n g  a t 
Walmart, they always ask on 
the computer how your shop-
ping day was. Well this time 
I had to use the restroom and 
there was no toilet paper in 
my stall so I yelled to another 
customer to hand me some 
so I mentioned they need to 
check the toilet paper supply 
more frequently. Otherwise 
I gave them a good review. 
Another thing they are 
changing the store all around 
and it is hard to find the 
items, not the groceries.

With the potting soil I 
planted several pots of coleus 
that I rooted and a window 
box that I plan to plant some 
kind of veggie in. I put pota-
toes in one planter and they 
are 12 inches high so I may 
put more in the window box. 
I also have a hanging plastic 
bag that a tree came in and 
I should plant something in 
that.  

My wood hyiacinth has 
four blooms and a bud. Our 
Nonesuch Garden Club got 
those bulbs many years ago 
when Dot Salminen was 
a member. They were at 
a daughter’s house in the 
woods and she shares some 
with us. Daniel Baxter has 
some and lets me know when 
they come in bloom. Mine 
are hidden in between some 
summer sunflowers so I have 
a hard time seeing them so 
they become a surprise.  

Here is a recipe that 
those who have plenty of 
peppers may like to make. 
Peppers are so high priced 
in the stores it would not pay 

to make it unless you have 
your own supply. My pepper 
plants are just blossoming 
now so hope I get some My 
faithful penpal from Oakham 
sent me this recipe.

ZUCCHINI PEPPER 
RELISH 

1 medium to large zucchi-
ni

6 bell peppers in red, 
greeen or yellow

4 sweet onions, diced
3 1/2 cups sugar
1 1/2 cups white vinegar
2 T. cornstarch
1 teaspoon ground turmer-

ic
1 teaspoon ground mus-

tard
Grate zucchini to make 

3 cups. In a stainless steel 
pot, combine all ingredients. 
Heat to a boil, stirring then 
maintain a simmer. Stir occa-
sionally until onions are clear 
and relish is thick. Remove 
from heat.  Pour into steril-
ized jars, seal and process in 
a boiling water bath for 10 
minutes. Makes 6 to 7 pints.

This and That
I know I am rushing the 

season but this week I did 
put out my fall decorations. 
This includes wall hangings, 
table runners, mantel deco-
rations and door decorations. 
Gourds, pumpkins, crows, 
scarecrows,  sunflowers, 
apples and wheat. It is fun 
to change things around. My 
helper said I was rushing the 
season too soon but I love 
fall.

I have made a new fall 
tablecloth and placemats and 
put the penny rug fall leaves 
and vegetable centerpiece on 
the dining room table.

In another project, I have 
been having a time with mice 
in the basement. I am leery 
about setting mice traps so 
have been using the sticky 
ones. I have caught five mice 
so far. I discovered they ate a 
whole bag of wheat rice I had 
stored with the extra canned 
goods.  

Many of my friends have 

suggested ways to catch 
them. My daughter who does 
not like to kill even a mouse 
suggested I send them away. 
I am sure the neighbors don’t 
want them either.  

I have a freezer in the 
basement that we are not 
using presently so she also 
suggested I store my extra 
things in it. The advice is 
good. Another friend sug-
gested the Jawz traps. Will 
look those up and see if I 
could do that.

Mice can be a problem in 
cars also. Ask my son-in-law 
what he found. 

On a more pleasant note. 
I made a batch of stuffed 
peppers and a dish of meat-
loaf so that will give us three 
meals. I just have to warm 
them up. I enjoyed two meals 
of BLT’s with the tomatoes 
we are growing. I really miss 
our vegetable garden but 
have some things in pots.  

S e e  i n  t h e  S e n i o r 
Newsletter that they are 
going to make house num-
bers for people. We really 
need one as we live far from 
the main road and our mail 
box is on the opposite side 
of the street. When we have 
help coming they end up in 
someone else’s driveway. 
The GPS is wrong and direct 
them there. A sign at our 
driveway would be appreci-
ated.

Bears have also been 
a problem lately. We try to 
compost our veggie peelings 
etc. and the bear took the top 
part right off the composter 
and threw it on the ground, 
not the cover but the top 
half. I saw the bear and two 
cubs go by our sliding glass 
doors. The baby cub took and 
climbed up our scarecrow in 
the backyard. Last year one 
cub hugged the scarecrow. 
It was so cute and then the 
Mother called him away.

That is what living in the 
country is all about.  

Have a nice rest of sum-
mer.            

136 Pleasant Street
Ware, MA 01082 

Tel: 413-277-6060
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in my

By Ellenor Downer

Great egret

A Brimfield resident 
reported he visited Lake 
Wallace in Belchertown with 
a friend last week and saw a 
great egret. 

They also saw a great 
blue heron, at least three 
green herons, a few Phoebes 
and an Eastern kingbird. 
There were also several 
ducks, mallards and wood 
ducks. The two male wood 
ducks were in eclipse plum-
age. 

The great egret is slight-
ly smaller than the great 
blue heron, but they are still 
large birds with an impres-
sive wingspan. They hunt in 
the classic heron way stand-
ing immobile or wading 
through water to capture fish 
with their bill. At one point, 
egrets were hunted to near 
extinction for their feathers 
for hat decoration. The great 
egret is the symbol of the 
National Audubon Society. 

Rivalry among nestlings 
is common and the larger 
chicks frequently kill their 
smaller siblings. The great 
egret is white with a yellow 
bill and black legs. During 

breeding, a patch of skin on 
its face turns neon green and 
long plumes grow from its 
back called aigrettes. These 
aigrettes were prized for 
ladies hats. 

Great egrets fly slow-
ly, but powerfully with just 
two wingbeats per second 
at a speed of about 25 miles 
per hour. The oldest known 
Great Egret was 22 years, 10 
months old and was banded 
in Ohio.

Eagle sighting
A New Braintree resi-

dent and a friend went bass 
fishing on Brooks Pond in 
North Brookfield in a canoe 
recently. Half way out on the 
pond, they started to hear the 
seagull like calls of an eagle. 
As they rounded a little pen-
insula on the left side up in 
the top of a broken pine was 
a large eagle’s nest. 

The broken pine made a 
perfect platform for them to 
build a nest. They then saw 
the two mature adult pair 
with their white heads on a 
stump near the water. Up in 
the pine near the nest were 
two juvenile eagles, all dark 
brown. They weren’t flying, 
but just squeaking for food. 

They actually looked 
quite big for baby eagles. 
His fr iend said i t  was 
because they still had their 
fluffy feathers and develop-
ing new feathers. 

They fished nearby and 
watched them hop around. 
They seemed unbothered 
by them being about 60 feet 
from the shore of the pen-
insula. Eventually the two 

adult eagles flew off prob-
ably in search of a meal for 
there big babies. So neat 
to be able to see eagles 
fair ly  common now in 
Massachusetts.

Male cardinal
I received this email, “I 

was just was walking the dog 
after dark and my flashlight 
came upon this guy (male 
cardinal). I have seen him 
every night since. We just 
stare at each other for a few 
seconds and say good night.”

Loon census
The Loon Preservation 

Committee reported on 
Saturday, July 19 from 8-9 
a.m., 566 volunteers simul-
taneously surveyed 135 
lakes across New Hampshire 
for loons. Together, they 
counted 541 adult loons 
and 109 loon chicks during 
the census hour. The New 
Hampshire loon census 
is part of a larger regional 
effort. While N.H. partici-
pants were out surveying 
for loons on their lakes, 
hundreds of volunteers in 
Maine, Vermont, and New 
York were doing the same. 
This simultaneous survey 
of so many lakes helps cre-
ate a “snapshot in time” of 
not just the loon population 
here in New Hampshire, but 
across the Northeast.

Helping birds
A reader from South 

Hadley suggested I include 
a section about ways to help 
birds. She even provided 
several tips for future col-
umns. Some people also 
continue to put out suet  and 
that is so dangerous.  It gets 
rancid in the heat and that’s 
bad for birds. Perhaps even 
worse, it gets their feet and 
chest feathers greasy and 
when the preen, they spread 
the grease all over their 
bodies. This interferes with 
a bird’s natural waterproof-
ing and can also cause their 
nestling to be covered in 
grease. 

See BACKYARD page 6

most plant diseases. First, 
give perennials adequate 
space from one another to 
allow for good air flow.  

In the case of holly-
hocks, I’d recommend about 
18 inches. We can’t control 
when and how often it rains, 
but when we supply the 
moisture timing and applica-
tion count. Water around the 
base of the plants, without it 
touching the foliage, and do 
so early in the morning so 
that leaves have a chance to 
dry before nightfall.  

Apply new bark mulch 
each spring to cover spores 
that may be waiting in the 
soil. And lastly, when plant-
ing new seedlings, locate 
them as far away as possi-
ble from previously grown 
plants even if they didn’t 
have a serious infestation.

Although I’ve never tried 
this myself, I have read a 
few testimonials from gar-
deners who had luck apply-
ing corn meal to their soil 
in an effort to control soil 
borne fungal diseases such 
as rust. Reportedly it stim-
ulates beneficial organisms 
that feed on pathogens. Two 
pounds per one hundred 
square feet is recommended.  

Even if it doesn’t work, it 
probably won’t hurt!  

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

Editorial deadline reminder
Deadline for e-mailed press releases is noon on Monday. 

Deadline for hard copy is noon on Friday. 
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Teacher Assistant Preschool (Ware) $5,000 Bonus!
Experience meaningful relationships with children birth-five while earning your CDA for 
free!  EEC Teacher Certification preferred, High School/GED required.  27.5 hours/week/
school year.  Salary Range $18.42-$19.55/hour + .50-$1 bilingual differential. 
Outstanding benefits, training, and professional development in a collaborative work 
environment. We offer Health Insurance, Dental Insurance, Retirement Plan, Flexible 
Spending Plans, Vision Insurance, Long-Term Disability Insurance, Sick, Vacation, Float time 
and 12.5 paid Holidays. Community Action is a qualifying employer for the Public Service 
Loan Forgiveness program. 
Employment is contingent upon satisfactory completion of a background investigation, 
including CORI, DCF, SORI, and fingerprint-based national CORI, NCOR, and out of state 
checks if applicable.
Please go to https://www.communityaction.us/employment for a full job description, 
information regarding benefits and to apply. 

Community Action is committed to a diverse workforce. AA/EOE/ADA 

Grandpa is endearing with his 
pipe and cane and his many 
intriguing hats and costumes. 
Amber Bowles and Sarah 
Ripley, as the two sister, 
Esther and Rose, have love-
ly voices and do much of the 
singing throughout the eve-
ning. 

The Police Chief told 
Barre Selectmen that about 
ten of the bullet-proof vest 
worn by his officers need to 
be replaced, as they are over 
the five-year use life recom-
mended by the manufacturer. 
The vest are custom made to 
each officer’s build.

25 years (Aug. 24, 2000)
T h e  B a r r e  B o a r d 

of  Selec tmen met  wi th 
Bil l  Scanlon of Central 
Massachuse t t s  Regional 
Planning Commission and 
architect Roy Brown at a 
hearing on the elevator grant 
application during Monday 
night  meeting.  Scanlon, 
whose office will administer 
the grant and receive the fund-
ing and assist with the appli-
cation. He will deliver it to 
Boston by Aug. 25 the grant 
deadline.

Near ly  1 ,000  peop le 
and 80 horses form town as 
well as around the country 
and Canada gathered at the 
Great Meadowbrook Farm in 
Hardwick for a special horse 
trials event called “Over the 
Walls..” Although the event 
was impressive in its own 
right, bringing in competi-
tors from past Olympic medal 
winners to current interna-

tional hopefuls. “Almost all 
of this was done by local vol-
unteers It was the most amaz-
ing thing,” said organizer Erik 
Fleming. 

The  Bar re  Board  o f 
Selectmen tried to come to 
an agreeable solution to end 
a dispute between neighbors 
about barking dogs. In the 
end, the board put the dogs on 
notice, but also told the neigh-
bors to try and get along bet-
ter. The hearing held Aug. 21 
was rescheduled from Aug. 7. 
Dog owner, Ed Harnois and 
neighbor Marc Nugent, both 
of Pleasant Street, attended 
the rescheduled dog hearing. 
Harnois told selectmen the 
Nugents never notified him in 
person of the problem and he 
wasn’t aware of the problem 
until he received the letter 
from the Selectmen. He said 
he moved the Rottweilers 
doghouse away from the 
Nugent property line. 

38 years (Aug. 27, 1987)
A Special Town Meeting 

was held in Barre last 
Monday, Aug. 24 where 
voters narrowly approved 
a Proposition 2 ½ and gave 
the go ahead to the $4.7 mil-
lion expansion of Ruggles 
Lane School. Another ques-
tion on the ballot, that of 
future multi-day carnivals on 
the Common was narrowly 
defeated by the close mar-
gin of 233-212. The carni-
val question, however, was 
a non-binding referendum. 
The override of Proposition 
2 ½ means that Ruggles Lane 
will eventually have twice 
the number of classrooms 

with an additional comput-
er room and media center. 
The voters approved the 
expansion 254-194. The sec-
ond question that of future 
Common carnivals  was 
the result of a controversy 
between the Selectmen and 
the Barre Lion’s Club.

The Barre Thief and 
Rogue Detecting Society, the 
town’s oldest organization, 
is seeking volunteers to help 
expand its crime watch pro-
gram. This program is uti-
lizing citizen volunteers to 
assist the police by patrolling 
all areas of Barre in their 
own vehicles with the objec-
tive of  “putting a dent in 
crime.” Volunteers serve as 
“extra eyes and ears” for the 
police and give special sur-
veillance attention to areas 
vulnerable to break ins and 
burglaries and they keep 
under observation homes 
where the residents are lia-
ble to be away at work. The 
society’s objective is also to 
reduce vandalism.

Hubbardston has a celeb-
rity, who has been selected  
as the winner of a victo-
ry garden, which has been 
selected as a finalist in the 
Channel 2 Victory Garden 
annua l  con tes t .  Karen 
DiFranza is one of four final-
ist and her garden will appear 
on Channel 2 television on 
Sept. 3 at 8 p.m. The voting, 
via audience participation, 
will take place the week of 
Sept. 10. Karen has lived in 
Hubbardston for four years 
has the garden since moving 
to Hubbardston. 

PAST PAGES from page 4

Sandhill cranes
An Oakham resident saw 

two sandhill cranes in Barre 
on Aug. 14 in a field across 
from the Listening Center. 
Sandhill cranes also visit his 
field in Oakham as well. 

Warren birds
The Brimfield resident 

said, “In Warren this week 
there are still adult ospreys 
about, on two visits I saw and 
adult on or near the nest. I 
have not seen a juvenile out 
of the nest so am not sure if 
any young fledged this year. 
I saw one chick in the nest 
earlier this summer and there 
is an eBird report from July 
with a picture of a fully 
grown chick in the nest with 
an adult. It’s unknown if the 
chick fledged successfully?” 
In Warren at the pond on New 
Reed Street the past several 
years I had seen Great Egrets 

there in August but none have 
been seen there this year.

Cedar waxwings 
The Brimfield resident in 

referring to recent mention 
in this column about cedar 
waxwings, said a large part 
of their diet is fruit based. 
He read an article that stat-
ed that because their diet is 
mostly fruit based that if a 
waxwing nest is parasitized 
by a brown-headed cowbird 
the cowbird chick is not like-
ly to survive because it can’t 
survive on the fruit based diet.

I visited the section of 
Ware River recently where 
my daughter has seen ceder 
waxwings and I was not 
disappointed. I stood and 
watched them fly over the 
water and into nearby trees. 
They moved so quickly I was 
unsuccessful in watching 
them through binoculars. 

Bird bath
The Brimfield resident 

reports the bird bath in his 

yard is getting lots of use, 
especially by catbirds and 
blue jays. Goldfinch show 
up and drink from the drip as 
well as black-capped chicka-
dees, chipping sparrows and 
house finches.

Four juvenile raccoons are 
regular visitors to the bird 
bath. He has a trail camera 
near the bird bath and it cap-
tures lots of pictures of the 
raccoons in the bird bath. Not 
sure what they are doing, it 
doesn’t look like they are 
drinking and sometime the 
stones in the bath are moved 
around. A couple of times 
he’s seen a pickerel frog in 
the bird bath.

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. 
Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

BACKYARD from page 4

Aug. 15 where there were 
several food trucks provid-
ing delicious food and Lost 
Towns Brewing offered a 
beer garden. The Tri-Parish 
Community Church provided 
a baked potato bar for visitors 
at the start of the parade. 

The first day of the fair 
begins with an opening cere-
mony near the flagpole of the 
Town Common. William Cole 
sang the National Anthem as 
the flag was hoisted. 

Every year the fair has a 
special dedication ceremony 
where the fair is dedicated to 
one person in the communi-
ty. President of the Hardwick 
Fair Association Fay Butler 
made the special announce-
ments and said the board 
wanted to acknowledge Billy 
Ward, Sr. for his dedication 
to the Hardwick Community 
Fair. 

Joining in the celebra-
tion was state Rep. Donnie 
B e r t h i a u m e  a n d  s t a t e 
Sen. Peter Durant. Both 
Berthiaume and Durant pre-
sented the citations from the 
House of Representatives and 
the Senate to Ward and recog-
nized him for his many years 
of unwavering dedication to 
the fair. Ward didn’t remem-
ber the exact number of years 
he has been involved with the 
fair, but he estimates its been 
over 50 years. 

When asked what this ded-
ication meant to him, Ward 

said it means “more than 
I can explain.” What makes 
this year’s fair even more spe-
cial for Ward was “seeing my 
children, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren all partic-
ipating.” 

Ward is known for start-
ing the chainsaw and timber 
contest that takes place every 
year during the fair. The con-
test has been around for over 
25 years. Ward’s son has now 
been running the competition 
for many years and said his 
grandson will be taking over 
the responsibilities of running 
the chainsaw contest next 
year. 

This competition has a 
good turnout every year and 
hundreds of guests gath-
ered to watch as timber was 
being cut on a timely basis. 

Lumberjacks must make two 
clear cuts as fast as they can. 
The participants are divid-
ed into four different classes 
based off engine displace-
ment, measured in cubic 
centimeters, which directly 
relates to the saw’s power. 

There was a lot to explore 
at the Hardwick Community 
Fair. Butler described the fair 
as “a very affordable, fami-
ly-oriented fair.” Butler has 
seen the fair as a place where 
many residents who lived in 
Hardwick at one time always 
come back on an annual basis 
to reconnect with old friends 
and start new friendships. 

The fair in its many years 
of existence has always been 
agriculturally based, featuring 
antique tractors, cattle show, 
farm products, chainsaw com-

HARDWICK FAIR 
from page1

Hardwick’s 263rd Community Fair

The Antique Tractor & Implement Parade made its way around the common.

Hardwick Community Fair President Fay Butler held 
the microphone while Billy Ward Sr. talked about the 
fair. This year’s fair was dedicated to Ward.

Scott Flamand of Ware 
shared his second place 
ribbon earned in the 
Lumberjack Contest 
with his grandchild.

Luca made his way through the hay house in the 
children’s obstacle course.

petition and much more. 
“All the food comes from 

this town,” Butler stated. At 
one point there were over 30 
cow farms in Hardwick. 

Fa i r  S e c r e t a r y  L i s a 
Cohen attended the open-
ing ceremony of the 2025 
Hardwick Community Fair 
and described the moment 
as “magic” considering that 
this fair has been going on 
for 263 years. The fair was 
originally chartered by King 
George back in the 18th cen-
tury. 

The fair brings the entire 
community together and fea-
tures events for all ages. 

On Saturday, the Paige 
Memorial Library offered 
their book sale and fea-
tured a special guest. It was 
Ambrosia the Flower Fairy, 
who offered glitter tattoos 
and stickers. Friends of the 
Library were sporting fairy 
wings during the fair and 
were excited to share the 
library featuring shelves and 
boxes full of books for sale 
with stories of all genres. 

Library Director Julie 
Bullock was proud to share 
the fifth village of Hardwick, 
the fairy village out on the 
front lawn of the library. 
Peter Schmid is the land-
scape architect behind the 
design of the Hardwick Fairy 
Village. 

“All homesteaders are 
welcome,” Bullock said. 

Across the street from 
the Town Common was the 
Hardwick Historical Society 
Museum exhibit. Residents 
can explore their town’s his-
tory. 

Hundreds of residents 
gathered at the Common to 
watch the children’s parade. 
Dozens  o f  Hardwick’s 
youth strolled through the 
streets around the Hardwick 
Common with kids in front 
carrying a banner for this 
year’s children’s parade. 

Across the street from 
the Common was an antique 
tractor display. Hundreds 
of residents gathered on the 
side of the street to hear the 
tractors start up to ride along 

the Common for the Antique 
Tractor & Implement Parade. 
Music entertainment for both 
days of the fair was by the 
music group The Otters. 

For more information 
about the historical Hardwick 
Community Fair, visit www.
hardwickfair.com. 

The Children’s Parade assembled behind these 
banner bearers. This year’s theme was “Down on 
the Farm.”

This young fairgoer was 
getting ready to enter 
her frog into the Frog 
Jumping  Contest ,  a 
40-plus year tradition at 
the fair.
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Have you experienced 
a housing need? 
Share your story online or in person 
We want to address housing needs in our region with storytelling! If you
have a story to share about your current housing situation, challenges with
finding housing, or being unhoused, we want to hear your story.  Housing
stories will be used to build awareness about the housing challenges in the
region to bring further change. Stories will be collected through an online form
or video interview. Photos or videos will be used 
with permission, or you may ask to remain 
anonymous. Submit stories through an 

online form (scan QR code 
or go to:

https://tinyurl.com/HQHousingStory)
or a 

recorded interview. You have the
option of being anonymous for

either format.

 $50 compensation 
for those who share online or
$100 for recorded interviews

For any questions,
please contact Nisha Humayun at

nhumayun@townofware.com
or (413) 207-7698

who said she did a fine job. 
The chairman said at town 
meeting there was a vote to 
reduce her salary and after 
that Jackson left the Town 
Administrator position, but 
she stayed on as Treasurer 
and took a Town Accountant 
posit ion in Templeton. 
The Director of Finance in 
Templeton gave her a good 
reference. She also received 
a s t rong recommenda-
tion from the woman, who 
worked with her. She also 
talked to the Superintendent 
of Narraganset Regional 
School District. He said 
what they did to her at Town 
Meeting was “ridiculous.”

Mar sha l l  a l so  t a l k -
ed with additional people 
for Munroe and Zukowski. 
Marshall said she talked 
with a Hubbardston Select 
Board member said Munroe 
was extraordinarily bright 
and well versed in law. She 
is very direct and it some-
times gets her in trouble. The 
other two Barre Select Board 
members also checked on 
references.

Select Board member 
Stevens said he did not need 

a second interview to make 
a decision. He then made a 
motion to offer the position 
to Melanie Jackson pending 
a background check. Vice 
Chairman Regienus second-
ed the motion. 

Chairman Marshall said 
she disagreed and voted no 
as she said Heather Munroe 
was the best candidate. She 
said she was “adamantly 
opposed to making this deci-
sion with the issue the town 
is facing.”

 She said Jackson did not 
have the experience with 
“deep troubles” and urged 
at least a second round of 
interviews. The other two 
members disagreed to a sec-
ond interview. When Vice 
Chairman Regienus tried to 
move the vote, the Chairman 
said she had the “right to 
speak.”

She said she was “deep-
ly concerned to pass over a 
more qualified candidate.” 
She said she “probably hired 
more administrative type 
people than any one on this 
board.” Chairman Marshall 
said she would not vote 
for Jackson, but she would 
“work hard with whoever 
gets the position.”       

\Interim Town 
Administrator report
I n t e r i m  T o w n 

A d m i n i s t r a t o r  J a m e s 
Sabourin said the town 
received a grant of $218,916 
to update the heating system 
in the Henry Woods Building 
from Energy Resources. The 
town also received a $4,000 
and $5,000 Massachusetts 
I n t e r l o c a l  I n s u r a n c e 
Association grants. 

Other business
Select Board member 

Stevens thanked the Barre 
Lions Club for their cleanup 
work on the Common,, they 
did brush cleanup, replaced 
bench seats and painted them 
and trimmed low hanging 
branches. 

Select Board Chairman 
Marshall  said the town 
received a letter from the 
Central Massachusetts Rail 
Trail for the town’s support. 
She also recognized John 
Dixson for his work with 
this group. The Select Board 
also approved the Planning 
Board request to contact 
Town Counsel on the Battery 
Energy Storage System 
and requested the Planning 
Board keep the Interim Town 
Administrator informed. 

BARRE from page 1

Ben has enjoyed numer-
ous adventures during his 
years in Scouts. Troop 144 
is an incredibly active troop, 
with weekly meetings, month-
ly campouts and outings and 
weeklong summer camps 
all over New England where 
he earned many of his merit 
badges. Last summer he went 
on an eight day, 60 mile canoe 
trip in Northern Maine living 
off grid and carrying all nec-
essary gear for the week. He 
also enjoyed a Senior Patrol 
trip to the Grand Canyon, 
including hiking Walnut 
Canyon, Zion, Bryce and vis-
iting the Hoover Dam.

Ben will begin his college 
career at Mount Wachusett 
Community College this fall 
majoring in Environmental 
Science. 

METCALF from page 1

State Rep. Donald Berthiuame presents Eagle Scout 
Ben Metcalf of New Braintree citations from the  
State Legislature.

Submitted photo

The Hardwick Select 
Board, from left,  Jeffrey 

Schaaf; Eric Vollheim, 
vice chairman and 

William Tinker, chairman 
present Eagle Scout Ben 
Metcalf with a certificate 

honoring his achieve-
ment. 
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Calendar of Events

Where is this?

Turley Publications Photo by Ellenor Downer

This week’s mystery photo is from Oakham. If any readers know where 
this photo was taken, they may email edowner@turley.com or call the 
Barre Gazette at 413-967-3505, extension 100 with their answer by noon 
on Monday, Aug. 25. Bill Bowles, Peggy Civilik and Phil Warbasse cor-
rectly identified the photo. The photo last week was the Fire Training 
Facility, Route 67, North Brookfield.

SATURDAY, AUG. 23
BARRE FARMERS MARKET  is 

open Saturdays from 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. on 
the Barre Common, Barre. The market is 
held rain or shine. The market runs May to 
October and has a wide variety of local farm-
ers along with home made items.

OAKHAM TOWN WIDE YARD SALE 
sponsored by the Oakham Historical 
Associa t ion  wi l l  take  p lace  today. 
Registration fee is $15. People may call 
Kathy at 508-882-3137 for details.

EIGHT ANNUAL DINGHY DASH 
will take place today at 10 a.m. on Brigham 
Pond. This year there are three categories to 
choose from single occupant adult, single 
occupant youth and group vessel. People can 
find official entry forms and rules on the 
town website under special events. Deadline 
to enter was Monday, Aug. 18. Sponsors 
are Hubbardston Police Association, J.P. 
McCarthy & Sons and 

The Ruptured Duck.

SUNDAY, AUG. 24 
MUSEUM TOURS AND EXHIBITS will 

take place at the Ware Center Meetinghouse 
and Museum at 295 Belchertown Road, 
Route 9, Ware today and Sunday, Sept. 7 
from 1-3 p.m. and by appointment. The fea-
tured display this year is a collection of dish-
es and pottery including examples of plates 
and serving pieces, flow blue and tea leaf 
patterns and pottery for bed and bath.  

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 27
PAXTON AREA SENIOR BUS TRIP on 

Wednesday, Sept. 27 will go to Jonathans’s  
in Ogunquit, Maine for lunch, Seashore 
Trolley Museum and in town trolley tour of 
Kennebunkport including Presidents George 
H. W. Bush’s summer home on Walker’s 
Point, Saint Anthony’s Franciscan Monastery, 
sandy beaches, spouting rock and blowing 
cave. Reservations and payment are due by 

today. There will be a light amount of walk-
ing on this trip. The trip leaves Paxton at 
8:30 a.m. and should arrive back in Paxton 
between 8:15 and 8:30 a.m.  Cost is $157 
per person. For information and reservations, 
call Deb Grensavitch at 508.754.6366 or 
email her at grensavitchd@aol.com.  Please 
make per person $157 payment out to Paxton 
FOCOA and mail it along with  choice of 
entree(s), to Deb Grensavitch, 88 Laurel ST, 
Paxton, MA 01612-1234. Payment is due 

Wednesday, Aug. 27 and is non-refundable 
unless ticket(s) can be re-sold. Meal choices 
include chicken piccata, lemon baked scrod 
or roast pork loin.

FRIDAY, AUG. 28
ORANGE COMMUNITY BAND 

last summer concert season is Back to 
School on the bandstand in Butterfield 
Park, Orange today at 7 p.m. to kick off 
Labor Day Week. Steph Parker will con-

duct “Kids Night” with a them of “Guys 
and Gals.” The Salvation Army food truck 
will provide refreshments, with proceeds 
going to youth programs, including music 
lessons. 

ADDITIONAL REIKI SESSION at the 
Westminster Senior Center will be available 
on the fourth Friday of every month from 
11 a.m.-3 p.m. There will be five sessions 
available. To reserve a time, in person, people 
call the Senior Center at 978-874-7402 week-
days before 4 p.m. or call Eric Goodhart after 
hours at 978-496-4762 (cell). People may 
visit https://www.reiki.org/resources-down-
loads/reiki-stories and browse the testimoni-
als to learn more about the benefits of a Reiki 
session, either one-on-one or distant healing 
Reiki

SATURDAY, SEPT. 6
MASS AND FAMILY PICNIC will take 

place today with Mass at 4 p.m. and picnic 
at 5 p.m. at Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish, 
St. Joseph Church, 296 North Main St., 
North Brookfield. Music with D.J. Richard 
“Tabby” LeBlanc providing music from 5-7 
p.m. There will be food, raffles and bake 
sale.

EVENING WITH DOUG WAUGH 
presented by the New Braintree Historical 
Society will take place today at 7 p.m. in 
the New Braintree Town Hall, 20 Memorial 
Drive, New Braintree. Doug will give a 
historical overview and appreciation of his 
family farm, from its early beginnings in 
1780, to the Waugh purchase in 1927 when 
his grandparents moved from Prescott, to 
the evolution from a dairy farm to “Kip’s 
Christmas Tree Farm” business. He will 
share his knowledge of the early tavern on 
the property, barn fires in 1852 and 1927, 
as well as anecdotes, as only Doug can tell 
them. from generations of the Waugh fam-
ily in New Braintree. Refreshments will be 
served.

LOGGING7

LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY
Shipping Can Be Arranged • Rentals Available
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508-882-3913
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

AUBURN—The boys’ 
ba ske tba l l  t e ams  f rom 
Quabbin Regional, Quaboag 
Regional, and Ware High 
School were the top three 
seeds in the Auburn Summer 
League playoffs. None of 

them advanced to the champi-
onship game.

The Quabbin Panthers and 
the Quaboag Cougars finished 
the regular season tied for 
first place with 8-1 records. 
Quaboag earned the top seed 
and Quabbin was the second 
seed in the playoffs due to a 
tiebreaker.

Ware, who finished in 
third place, lost to fifth-seed-
ed Killingly High School in 
the semifinals.

A f t e r  d e f e a t i n g 
e i g h t h - s e e d e d  Ta h a n t o 
Regional in the quarterfinals, 
Quabbin was also upset by 
10th-seeded Grafton, 50-38 in 
the other semifinal game held 
inside the air-conditioned 
Auburn High School gymna-
sium, last Wednesday night.

I’m very proud of my 
players, but we could’ve 
played a litt le better in 
tonight’s game,” said Quabbin 
summer league coach Alan 
Crane. “This is a very disap-
pointing loss for us.”

Grafton, who only won 
three games during the sum-
mer league regular season, 
didn’t have very much trouble 
beating Quaboag in the quar-
terfinals.

Just like they did against 
Quaboag, Grafton managed to 
put together a run early in the 
first half and took control of 

Panthers summer season ends in semifinals

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Brady Patchen fakes with the ball.

Evan Sherbloom looks 
for an opening to drive 
to the hoop.

Aiden Crane starts his way down the court after a 
rebound.

Crowther takes helm of 
Quabbin boys soccer

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE—Bill Crowther 
has been coaching soccer at 
the youth level for more than 
20 years.

Crowther, who coached 
the boys’ junior varsi-
ty soccer team at Quabbin 
Regional last year, was 
recent ly  named as  the 
Panthers new varsity soccer 
coach by Athletic Director 
Mark Miville.

“When my two sons 
(James + Lee) played soc-
cer at Quabbin, I was an 
assistant coach for the var-
sity team,” Crowther said. 
“I coached the j.v. team last 
year, but I’ve never been a 
varsity head coach before. 
I’m really looking forward 
to it.”

Crowther takes over the 
reins from Ryan Wine, who 
stepped down at the end of 
last season due to personal 
reasons.

“I decided to comeback 
last year because I thought it 
would be a lot of fun coach-
ing the j.v team. I also assist-
ed Ryan with the varsity 
team,” Crowther said. “We 
worked very closely togeth-
er. After I was named as the 
varsity coach, Ryan sent me 
a nice note. It has been a 
seamless transition so far.”

Wine, who graduated 
from Quabbin in 2013, had 
been the boys’ varsity soccer 
coach at his alma mater since 
2022.

Quabbin finished the 
2024 campaign with a 4-12-
2 overall record. Their first 
win of the season was a 
1-0 home shutout against 

Ta h a n t o  R e g i o n a l  o n 
September 12. 

Wine didn’t coach that 
game, so Crowther picked up 
his first career varsity win on 
that afternoon.

I’ve already won my 
first varsity game,” said 
Crowther, who grew up in 
Bedford. “I filled in for Ryan 
for our home game last year 
against Tahanto, which we 
won. We also beat Tahanto in 
the second meeting.”

The Panthers j.v soccer 
team was made up of mostly 
eighth graders last year.

“The j.v. team was very 
young, but we did win a 
couple of games,” Crowther 
said .  “We played wel l 
against the teams who were a 
little bit older than us.”

According to Crowther, 
about 70 players were signed 
up to try out for the middle 
school, junior varsity, and 
varsity soccer teams. The 
first official practice of the 
fall season took place on 
August 18. 

“I’m very optimistic,” 
Crowther said. “The return-
ing varsity players are a year 
older. They’re also bigger, 
stronger, and faster. I’m hop-
ing that we can take a step 
forward and finish the reg-
ular season with an above 
.500 record.”

Collin Lindley, who’s the 
only senior listed on the var-
sity roster, is a returning cap-
tain. 

“Collin is going to be 
our starting center back,” 
Crowther said. “He’s a very 
hard worker and is team 
oriented. He’s a leader by 

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Villa FC captured the PVSSL Men’s Championship earlier this month.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—After being 
forced to play the final 20 
minutes of regulation with 
only ten players, the chanc-
es of winning the Pioneer 
Valley Summer Soccer 
League men’s championship 
title for the second consecu-
tive year didn’t looking very 
promising for third-seeded 
Villa FC.

The defending champi-
ons, who were trailing 1-0, 
managed to tie the match 
against top-seeded Cap & 
Hitch of New England with 
less than a minute remaining 
in the second half.

The score remained tied 
during the two 10-minute 
overtime periods. 

During the ninth round 
of the penalty shootout, 
Villa goalie Lucas Morales-
Fernandez made an out-
standing diving save giving 

his team an exciting 1-1 
(9-8 PK’s) win over Cap & 
Hitch at Lusitano Stadium in 
Ludlow earlier this month.

“This is  our second 
championship in a year, and 
it feels excellent,” said Villa 
player/ coach Mike Lima 
following the match, which 
lasted more than two hours. 

“We’re one of the bet-
ter teams in this league, so 
everybody always wants to 
be beat us. We were trailing 
late in second half, but we 
were able to battle back.”

Lima, who shared the 
coaching duties with Ruben 
Sousa, is one of the Villa FC 
players who graduated from 

Ludlow High School.  
The other former Ludlow 

High School soccer players 
listed on the Villa FC ros-
ter are Kyle Tomas, who 
received a red card during 
the 60th minute, Brandon 
McCarthy and Enzo Botta.

A year ago, Villa FC, 
who plays  their  home 
matches at Minnechaug 

Short-handed Villa FC captures 
PVSSL Men’s Championship

Kamer Nuhiu, of Agawam, possesses the ball for 
Cap & Hitch.

S h a y  O ’ N e i l l ,  o f 
Belchertown, heads up 
the field with the ball.

See PVSSL, page 10See SOCCER, page 10

HoopHall releases enshrinement schedule
SPRINGFIELD – The 

Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame has announced addi-
t ional details ,  including 
start times for key events, 
regarding the Class of 2025 
Enshrinement Weekend. 

The Class of 2025 cele-
bration will culminate with 
the Enshrinement Ceremony 
on Saturday, Sept. 6, in 
Springfield – the Birthplace 
of Basketball. 

Revealed in April, the 
Class of 2025 includes nine 
honorees, WNBA legends 
Sue Bird, Sylvia Fowles, and 

Maya Moore; and NBA stars 
Carmelo Anthony and Dwight 
Howard. Other inductees 
include two-time NCAA 
championship coach Billy 
Donovan; legendary NBA ref-
eree Danny Crawford; Miami 
Heat owner Micky Arison; 
and the 2008 USA Basketball 
Men’s National Team.

Enshrinement Weekend 
will tip off at Mohegan Sun 
on Friday, September 5, start-
ing with the always-popular 
autograph session, followed 
by a re-formatted Media 
Availability, and conclud-

ing with the headlining Tip-
Off Celebration and Awards 
Gala. The evening will also 
include special recognition 
for the 2025 Curt Gowdy 
Media Award recipients, 
George Blaha, Clark Kellogg, 
Michelle Smith, and Adrian 
Wojnarowski, as well as long-
time Boston Celtics executive 
Jeff Twiss, the recipient of 
the John W. Bunn Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

The Class of 2025 and 
over 40 returning Hall of 
Famers  wi l l  then  jour-
ney to Springfield, Mass., 

for  the annual  celebra-
tory events taking place 
at the acclaimed Marriott 
Springfield Downtown as well 
as Springfield’s Symphony 
Hall. Fans and guests are also 
encouraged to tour and visit 
the Naismith Basketball Hall 
of Fame on Enshrinement 
Weekend, where special 
events such as the Ice Cube 
Impact Award and SuperFan 
presentations will take place. 

Details of the schedule of 

More teams wanted for 
Quabbin fall league

Following up on the 
resounding success of its 
inaugural campaign, the 
Quabbin Valley Baseball 
League, an over-28 adult 
baseball league will hold 
its second Fall League this 
September and October.

Seeking to create a simi-
lar competition environment 
to its spring/summer league, 
Quabbin Valley, with con-
tributions from the Valley 
Wheel Over-28 Baseball 
League, created a four-team 

fall league last year featur-
ing the Braves, Dodgers, 
Cardinals, and Twins.

Those same four teams 
are set to return and each 
team tends to have openings 
on them. Additionally, the 
league is open to welcoming 
more teams in to the league 
if it finds enough interest.

The league is looking for 
at least one full team to join  

See HOOP HALL, 
page 10

See QUABBIN LEAGUE, 
page 10

See BASKETBALL, 
page 10
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Insured • References
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• Firewood $275/cord
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• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
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H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

the semifinal game.
Making a comeback in the 

Auburn Summer League is 
a little bit difficult because 
each half is twenty minutes 
running time. The only time 
that the clock stops is during 
the final two minutes of each 
half.

“It’s always tough when 
you fall behind in this league 
because the clock never 
stops,” Crane said. “It’s the 
same situation with our AAU 
games.”

One of Quabbin’s leading 
scorers during the Auburn 
League regular season was 
Jacoby Dilling. He didn’t 
play in either playoff game.

Brady Patchen picked 
up the slack offensive-
ly for Quabbin. He scored 
a team-leading 14 points 
against Grafton.

“We were missing Jacoby 
tonight,” Patchen said. “He 
would’ve been a big help for 
us, especially offensively. He 
also plays with a lot of ener-
gy defensively. We still had 
a very good season in this 
league. We’re hoping to carry 
it over to the high school 
basketball season.”

Anthony Quarterone, 
who’ll most likely be the 
only senior listed on the 
Panthers varsity roster this 
winter, also didn’t play in the 
semifinal loss.

Aiden Crane  missed 
reaching double  d ig i t s 
against Grafton, as he fin-
ished the game with nine 
points. Lucas Gaspar, who’s 
entering the eighth grade, 
chipped in with seven points. 

A Patchen put-back hoop 
gave Quabbin a 6-5 advan-
tage five minutes into the 
opening half.

It turned out to be their 
final lead of the entire game, 

as Grafton scored nine unan-
swered points.

A reverse lay-up by 
Grafton’s Jackson DiFiore 
gave his team 14-6 lead with 
9:45 remaining in the half.

Quabbin tried to stay 
within striking distance, but 
they were trailing 25-17 at 
halftime.

Grafton managed to build 
a double digit lead early in 
the second half.

A 3-pointer by Quabbin’s 
Collin LeClair closed the gap 
to 37-31 with six minutes left 
in regulation.

Following a LeClair lay-
up, Patchen was fouled while 
making an inside hoop. He 
added the bonus free throw, 
which made the score 44-36 
with a little more than three 
minutes left.

Grafton would put togeth-
er a 6-2 run down the stretch 
and advanced into the sum-
mer league finals for the sec-
ond consecutive year.   

Since Grafton is joining 
the Mid-Wach League this 
year, the two basketball 
teams most likely will be 
facing each other again this 
winter. The Quabbin play-
ers will be looking for some 
revenge in that game. 

SPORTS
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Collin Leclair looks to 
shoot.

example.”
T h e  o t h e r  Pa n t h e r s 

co-captain is junior Owen 
Twarog, who’s a midfielder.

Twarog, along with junior 
Jacoby Dilling, were the 
Panthers leading goal scor-
er’s last season. 

Quabbin, who are mem-
bers  of  the  Mid-Wach 
League, is scheduled to 
open the 2025 regular sea-
son with a non-league home 
match against the Uxbridge 
Spartans on September 2.

When the two teams faced 
each other at Alumni Field 
last October, the Panthers 

pulled out a 1-0 victory. 
“We played a very good 

game against Uxbridge last 
year,” Crowther said. “The 
varsity team finished the sea-
son strongly. I’m hoping it 
carries over into this season. 
The players are very excited” 

The Panthers also beat 
Saint Paul Diocesan Jr/Sr 
High School of Worcester, 
3-1, before tying Monty 
Tech,2-2, in the regular sea-
son finale.

The Panthers will be play-
ing two games each against 
Mid-Wach rivals Tahanto, 
West Boylston, Gardner, and 
Clinton this fall.

“The Mid-Wach league 

was realigned during the off-
season. Our schedule at least 
on paper isn’t as strong as 
it was last year,” Crowther 
said. “I think we’ll be play-
ing a few more competitive 
games this year. Every game 
is important to me.”

The new Panthers junior 
varsity soccer coach is 
Jeremey Rivard, who pre-
viously coached the middle 
school soccer team.

Ryan White will be the 
head coach of the middle 
school team.

Jesse Twarog will be 
assisting Crowther with the 
varsity team.

Regional, defeated Lusitano 
White in the men’s finals. 
They also took home the 
championship trophy in 
2017 with a 3-2 win over 
Pros Malaca.

Anthony Basi le  was 
selected as this year’s MVP 
award winner. He was also 
the M.V.P. of the 2017 
championship match.

“This is a very spe-
cial team with a lot of 
very special players,” said 
Basile, who’s from East 
Longmeadow. “I’m very 
happy that I’m still able to 
be a part of it.”

 Villa FC, who finished 
the regular season with 
a 9-1-2 record, advanced 
into this year’s finals after 
defeat ing s ix th-seeded 
STCC Alum in a penalty 
shootout in the quarterfinals, 
and Lusitano Red, 6-2, in 
the semifinals.

Cap & Hitch (11-1) 
joined the prestigious sum-
mer league a year ago. They 
dispatched eighth-seeded 
Empower Health, 5-0, in the 
quarterfinals and the White’s 
6-2 in the semifinals.

“This was just an unbe-
lievable match by both 
teams. It’s tough that some-
one had to lose,” said Cap 
& Hitch head coach Bennett 
Walsh. “I’ve never been 
involved in a match where 
they were 18 shots in the 
penalty shootout. I’m very 
proud of my guys.”

Both teams had chances 

to take the lead during the 
first half, which was 40 min-
utes long.

Cap & Hitch had the first 
opportunity during the 26th 
minute.

Ethan  Czaporowski , 
who p layed soccer  a t 
Belchertown High School, 
weaved around a couple of 
defenders inside the box 
before firing a shot that 
deflected off the crossbar.

A n o t h e r  f o r m e r 
Belchertown player listed on 
the Cap & Hitch roster is 
Shay O’Neill, who’s father, 
Devin, is the longtime men’s 
soccer coach at Western 
New England University. 

A minute later, Gabriel 
Ganzer, who plays for Villa, 
had a breakaway opportu-
nity, but his shot attempt 
bounced off the left post.

Ganzer, who’s a former 
member of the Western 
Mass. Pioneers, recorded a 
hat-trick in last year’s finals. 
He was also selected as the 
2024 MVP winner.

This year’s championship 
match was still scoreless at 
the half.

Cap & Hitch was given 
a penalty shot by referee 
Fabio Cardoso following a 
foul in the box twenty min-
utes into the second half.

Kamer  Nuhiu ,  who 
graduated from Agawam 
High School, stepped up 
to the line and fired a shot 
into the net past Morales-
Fernandez.

During that sequence, 
Cardoso gave Tomas a red 

card leaving Villa with only 
ten players on the field.

Cardoso continued to 
issue yellow cards like they 
were parking tickets, which 
kept the match from getting 
out of control.

Basile tied the score at 
1-1 after putting a shot into 
the net past goalie Alberto 
Truoiolo with only a couple 
seconds remaining in regu-
lation.

“I just saw an opportu-
nity,” he said. “I just swung 
my foot and watched the 
ball roll to the back of the 
net. It just felt great.” 

At the end of the second 
overtime period, Bryant 
Keeney had a chance to be 
the hero for Villa, but his 
line-drive shot hooked wide.

The nine Villa play-
ers that made PK’s during 
the shootout were Andre 
Morrison, Joao Miranda, 
Shane Sewell,  Andrew 
Ort iz ,  Quin Serafino, 
Mason Perham,  Mike 
Willis,  McCarthy, and 
Ganzer.

The eight PK’s made 
by the Cap & Hitch play-
ers were Simba Pelletier, 
Bennett Walsh Jr., John 
Senn-McNally, Dominic 
Cirelli, Connor Weslocki, 
Czaporowski, O’Neill, and 
Nuhiu.

Morales-Fernandez final-
ly ended the match by mak-
ing a save on a shot attempt 
by Nathan Sanchez. 

It was another memora-
ble summer for the members 
of Villa FC.

PVSSL from page 8

the league. If you play in an 
adult league in the region and 
have most of your team com-
prising of players over the 
age of 28 and would like to 
enter the league, please get in 
touch as soon as possible. The 
league is looking to finalize 

its schedule by Aug. 25.
While the fall  league 

schedule is still under con-
struction, it will mostly fea-
ture Sunday morning games 
played with wood-bat only, 
which is customary for fall 
baseball. There could be 
some Saturday games added 
to the schedule depending on 
the completion of the spring/
summer season as well as to 

makeup rainouts, potentially. 
Games are nine-innings long 
and there is a small playoff 
and championship held at the 
end of the season. Last year’s 
fall season was eight games 
and that is the goal for this 
year. Free and low-cost fields 
are used as well as just one 
umpire in an effort to keep 
the costs lower for players. 
The cost to play will likely 
range from $40 to $60 for the 
eight-game schedule. Players 
from outside the Quabbin 
League may also pay a small 
fee for insurance as well.

An interest/registration 
form, will be forthcom-
ing soon, but until then, to 
express interest in the league, 
you can email the coordina-
tors of the league at either 
GScibelli22@yahoo.com or 
ikhandfield@gmail.com.

Schedule and team place-
ment for unaffiliated players 
will be finalized in mid-to-
late August. Please join in the 
fun this fall.

QUABBIN LEAGUE 
from page 8

events for Enshrinement 2025 
are as follows:

Friday, Sept. 5
Class of 2025 Autograph 

Session at Mohegan Sun 
(Uncasville, Conn.)

11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
M e e t  t h e  C l a s s  o f 

2025 at their first pub-
lic Enshrinement Weekend 
event! Each ticket to this 
event grants you the opportu-
nity to receive one autograph 
per class member.

Enshrinement 2025 Media 
Availability at Mohegan Sun

2 to 4 p.m.
The Hall of Fame will 

implement a new media 
availability format, offer-
ing structured interview sta-
tions and podium access to 
the inductees to facilitate 
in-depth coverage.

Enshrinement Tip-Off 
Celebration and Awards Gala 
at Mohegan Sun

5 : 3 0  t o  7 : 3 0  p . m . : 
Reception

6:30 to 7:30 p.m.: Red 
Carpet 

8-10 p.m.: Gala Program
The Class of 2025 and 

the Hall’s prestigious annu-
al award recipients will 
be celebrated at this tele-
vised Enshrinement event at 
Mohegan Sun. This event will 
feature the unveiling of the 
Class of 2025 rings, present-
ed by Baron Championship 
Rings, and the awarding of 
the Class of 2025 Hall of 
Fame jackets, provided by 
Reveal Suits. The program 
will also include the presen-
tation of the Hall’s annu-
al John W. Bunn Lifetime 
Achievement Award and 
the Curt  Gowdy Media 
Awards, and recognition 
for the National Wheelchair 
Basketball Hall of Fame 

Class of 2025.
Saturday, Sept. 6
Naismith Basketball Hall 

of Fame Museum Hours
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
J r .  N BA  C l i n i c  a t 

Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame (Springfield, Mass.) 
9 to 11 a.m.

Young athletes will take 
part in a high-energy Jr. NBA 
basketball clinic that focus-
es on fun, skill development, 
and teamwork. Participants 
will work with trained coach-
es on fundamentals such as 
dribbling, shooting, passing, 
and defense, while also learn-
ing the core values of the 
game, sportsmanship, respect, 
and effort.

C o a c h e s  C i r c l e 
Presentation at Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame 
(Springfield, Mass.)

1 to 2 p.m.
Join us in celebrating the 

exceptional coaches who 
will be honored with bench-
es in the Naismith Coaching 
Circle. Established in 2015, 
the Naismith Coaches Circle 
program was created to pay 
tribute to basketball’s first 
coach, Dr. James Naismith, 
and to uphold the core val-
ues he instilled in his play-
ers: teamwork, determination, 
self-respect, leadership, ini-
tiative, and perseverance.

Ice Cube Impact Award 
Presentation at Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame 
(Springfield, Mass.) 

2 to 2:30 p.m.
Jalen Rose, former play-

er, TV analyst, and philan-
thropist, will be honored 
in a ceremony on the Jerry 
Colangelo Court of Dreams. 
This award recognizes indi-
viduals making substantial 
contributions to their commu-
nities through basketball.

Note: Ice Cube is sched-

uled to present the award in 
person

SuperFan Presentation at 
Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame (Springfield, Mass.)

2:30 to 3 p.m.
Several NBA SuperFans 

will be honored in the James 
F.  Golds te in  SuperFan 
Gallery. This special space is 
dedicated to celebrating the 
most iconic and passionate 
fans of the game. 

N O T E :  T h e  2 0 2 5 
SuperFan Class will  be 
announced at a later date

Enshrinement Ceremony 
Reception at the Marriott 
S p r i n g f i e l d  D ow n t ow n 
(Springfield, Mass.)

4 to 5:45 p.m.
Toast the incoming Hall 

of Fame Class of 2025 at the 
Marriott’s rooftop prior to 
the sport’s ultimate recogni-
tion. The party is limited to 
select ticket holders for the 
Enshrinement Ceremony.

Enshrinement Ceremony 
R e d  C a r p e t  S h ow  a t 
Symphony Hall (Springfield, 
Mass.)

6 to 7 p.m.
The Class of 2025, return-

ing Hall of Famers, and many 
of the sport’s icons walk the 
red carpet in a live NBA 
TV broadcast from outside 
Symphony Hall and down 
East Columbus Avenue.

Enshrinement Ceremony 
at Symphony Hall

7 to 9 p.m.
One of the most elite 

events on the basketball cal-
endar, the Hall of Fame Class 
of 2025 will be formally 
enshrined into the Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame in a 
nationally televised ceremo-
ny on NBA TV. The stars of 
basketball will gather to cele-
brate the newest group of the 
sport’s iconic figures.

HOOP HALL from page 8

Be sure your tires
are ready to go!

Get Ready for Your 

SUMMER VACATION

ORIGINAL 
TIRE CO.

SOUTH ATHOL ROAD, ATHOL 978-249-3477
Mon., Wed., Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.;

Tues. & Thurs. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m. -12 p.m.

287 Main Street
Gardner

978-632-0241

WE SERVICE ALL
MAJOR BRAND

APPLIANCES
NAME BRAND

APPLIANCES & TV’S AT 
WAREHOUSE PRICES

Patrick Emerling takes Thompson 150 win Wednesday
THOMPSON, CT  —  An 

incredible flood of fans 
entered Thompson Speedway 
on Wednesday night for the 
NASCAR Whelen Modified 
Tour’s  annual  midweek 
Thompson 150 with plenty 
of magic in the air. Along 
with a much anticipated visit 
from Geoff Bodine and the 
original Big Red Machine #1 
from his stellar 1978 cam-

paign, the NASCAR touring 
teams battled in the Tour’s 
750th event back where it all 
began in 1985.

Ron Silk got the capaci-
ty crowd on their feet during 
Hoosier Racing Tire quali-
fying as he earned the pole 
position by just breaking the 
nineteen-second mark with 
an 18.999-second run. Silk 
launched on the start of the 

750th NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour event with 
a rearview mirror full of 
Thompson arch-rival Justin 
Bonsignore. The first cation 
flag flew on lap 14 as Eric 
Berndt moved up across 
the front bumper of Luke 
Baldwin at the start/finish 
line sending Berndt into the 
wall and Baldwin pitside for 
damage control.

Silk maintained control 
at the front of the field until 
the hard turn one wreck for 
Baldwin around lap 70 as 
the leaders jumped pitside 
for fresh Hoosier rubber. Jon 
McKennedy led the pack 
under the return to green and 
pulled away from Stephen 
Kopcik, Jake Johnson and 
point leader Austin Beers as 
Silk and Bonsignore began 

the long march from deep 
in the field. A turn-two-
tap between Kopcik and 
McKennedy rapidly took 
both out of the top five with 
Johnson stealing the show 
out front.

As laps wound down, 
Patrick Emerling made his 
case known as he grew ever 
closer to Johnson’s rear 
bumper. Emerling pulled up 

on lap 124 to lead lap 125 
and fortunately never had 
to deal with another caution 
period. Unspoiled, Patrick 
Emerling took down the 
Thompson 150 win in the 
Big Red Machine look-
a-like #1 complete with 
Geoff Bodine in the 750th 
NASCAR Whelen Modified 
Tour victory lane celebra-
tion.

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SPORTS TEAMS
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• Barre 
• Oakham 
• hubbardston
• Hardwick
• New Braintree

Students
& Teachers!

DAVE’S TOW & TRANSPORT INC.
WHITE VALLEY MOTORS INC.

843 Worcester Road, Barre
978-355-2200 • 508-882-3300

Go Slow ...
School’s 

open

Please Drive With Care

Cleveland Road, Wheelwright
413-477-6050

W.R.
ROBINSON
LUMBER
CO., INC.

Please Drive With Care

1750 Hardwick Road
New Braintree
978-355-2827

R.N. GLIDDEN
LANDSCAPING 

SERVICE

July 2025 September 2025 (21 DAYS)

January 2026 (19 DAYS) February 2026 (15 DAYS)

March 2026 (22 DAYS) April 2026 (17 DAYS) May 2026 (20 DAYS) June 2026 (11/16 DAYS)

October 2025 (22 DAYS)

November 2025 (15 DAYS) December 2025 (15 DAYS)

August 2025 (3 DAYS)

Apr. 3—End 3rd Quarter
Apr. 15—Early Release
Apr. 20—24—April Break

May 20—Early Release
May 25—Memorial Day Holiday

June 12—Early Release  ***SEE NOTE
June  15—Last day (NO SNOW DAYS)
June 19—Juneteenth Day—No School
June  23-Last day (5 SNOW DAYS)

Aug. 25 1st day Staff (Curr. Day #1)
Aug. 26—Prof. Dev. Day (Curr. Day #2)
Aug. 27—1st day Students

Sept. 1—Labor Day Holiday
Setpt.17—Early Release

Oct. 13—Columbus Day Holiday
Oct. 22—Early Release
Oct. 30—End 1st Quarter

Dec. 17—Early Release
Dec. 22—Jan. 1—Winter Break

Jan.1 –2  New Year’s Day Holiday 
Jan. 19—M.L. King, Jr. Holiday
Jan. 23—End 2nd Quarter
Jan. 28 –Early Release

Feb. 16—20 February Break
Feb. 25—Early Release

Mar. 18—Early Release

Key:

___   = No School—Holiday/ 
Vacation 

    = Curriculum Day—No  
     School for Students

    = Early Release for students
Extended Day for faculty

= End of Quarter 

= Extended day for Faculty 
ONLY

= Faculty Meetings

Nov. 10—Prof. Dev. Day (Curr. Day #3)
Nov. 11—Veteran’s Day   
Nov. 19—Early Release
Nov. 26-28—Thanksgiving Holiday

***PLEASE NOTE:  June early release 
day is subject to change.  It will be held 
on the day before the last day of school.

Approved 2/13/25 by QRSD 
School Committee

Rev. 1—2-13-25

Kindergarten Orientation 
for Ruggles Lane Elementary 
School in Barre will be held 
Monday, Aug. 25 at 5 pm.

Preschool orientation for 
the afternoon session will take 
place Wednesday, Aug. 27 at 
1 p.m.. Preschool orientation 
for the morning session will 
take place Thursday, Aug. 28 
at 9 a.m. Preschool orientation 
for the full day session will 
take place Thursday, Aug. 28 
at 9 a.m. at the New Braintree 
Grade School, Memorial 
Drive, New Braintree.

Preliminary bus routes for 
the 2025-2026 school year 

are posted on the Quabbin 
Regional School District 
website www.qrsd.org under 
Quick Links for Families. 
These routes will be updat-
ed periodically over the next 
week as students move in and 
out of the district.  The routes 
published on Monday, Aug. 
25 by the end of the day will 
be the routes that will be used 
for the first day of school on 
Wednesday, Aug. 27. Supply 
lists may be located on each 
individual school site by vis-
iting www.qrsd.org and going 
to “Our School” and then 
“Communications.”

Quabbin District lists 
orientations and 
other information
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Senate candidate
visits selectmen
Mike Valanzola
visiting district towns

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the

See SELECTMEN, page 7

Green Energy Tips 
Barre Energy Committee

Beautiful icicles and prob-
lematic ice dams? If you have
icicles hanging or ice dam
issues, it is a sure sign you are
wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.

State funds used to
promote regional
partnerships

Singing the night away

Turley Publications Photo by Amber King, an intern from Quabbin Regional High School. 

The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting

See ROOF PROJECT, page 8 See CIC GRANT, page 8

Chocolates and so many to pick

Awards to be presented
at April 26 dinner

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER — For every active
group or organization in town,
there are a number of key volun-
teers behind it, from church groups
like the United Church of Ware
and the First Church of Monson to
civic organizations like the Palmer
Lions Club and the Belchertown
Fair Committee, said Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.
These are the people that – for the
most part – stay in the background
when the media shows up at an
event but are a vital part of bring-
ing community activities to life.

And it is recognition of that
fact that the QHCC is seeking
nominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from the
Chamber towns of Belchertown,
Brimfield, Brookfield, East
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland,
Monson, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer,
Wales, Ware, Warren and West
Brookfield.

Last year ’s winner was
Bobbie McAvoy of Ware, for her
work in holding collections for
troops overseas. At the time, she
said that she was thrilled to be
nominated, but didn’t believe she
was as deserving of the award as
others in the community.

And that is just the quality
that Weake said the committee that
judges Citizen of the Year nomina-
tions is looking for.

“These people are the ones
that don’t do it for the recognition
but without whose diligence the

Karen Anderson of Orange announces her
candidacy for state representative

Chamber eyes volunteer standouts

ORANGE - Karen Anderson, a
Republican, announced her candi-
dacy for the 2nd Franklin District
State Representative seat. She
declared, “For too long the needs of

our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district's

needs. I will tirelessly work to pro-
tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations

Turley Publications Photo by Genevieve Fraser

Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10
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By Ellenor Downer
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OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the
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wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.
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The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting
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and the First Church of Monson to
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Lions Club and the Belchertown
Fair Committee, said Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.
These are the people that – for the
most part – stay in the background
when the media shows up at an
event but are a vital part of bring-
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fact that the QHCC is seeking
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of the Year, of anyone from the
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Bobbie McAvoy of Ware, for her
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troops overseas. At the time, she
said that she was thrilled to be
nominated, but didn’t believe she
was as deserving of the award as
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And that is just the quality
that Weake said the committee that
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declared, “For too long the needs of
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ignored by the
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senting us on
Beacon Hill.
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needs. I will tirelessly work to pro-
tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.
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School Committee will meet on
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Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
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will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 
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By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the

See SELECTMEN, page 7

Green Energy Tips 
Barre Energy Committee

Beautiful icicles and prob-
lematic ice dams? If you have
icicles hanging or ice dam
issues, it is a sure sign you are
wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.

State funds used to
promote regional
partnerships

Singing the night away

Turley Publications Photo by Amber King, an intern from Quabbin Regional High School. 

The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting

See ROOF PROJECT, page 8 See CIC GRANT, page 8

Chocolates and so many to pick

Awards to be presented
at April 26 dinner

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER — For every active
group or organization in town,
there are a number of key volun-
teers behind it, from church groups
like the United Church of Ware
and the First Church of Monson to
civic organizations like the Palmer
Lions Club and the Belchertown
Fair Committee, said Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.
These are the people that – for the
most part – stay in the background
when the media shows up at an
event but are a vital part of bring-
ing community activities to life.

And it is recognition of that
fact that the QHCC is seeking
nominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from the
Chamber towns of Belchertown,
Brimfield, Brookfield, East
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland,
Monson, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer,
Wales, Ware, Warren and West
Brookfield.

Last year ’s winner was
Bobbie McAvoy of Ware, for her
work in holding collections for
troops overseas. At the time, she
said that she was thrilled to be
nominated, but didn’t believe she
was as deserving of the award as
others in the community.

And that is just the quality
that Weake said the committee that
judges Citizen of the Year nomina-
tions is looking for.

“These people are the ones
that don’t do it for the recognition
but without whose diligence the

Karen Anderson of Orange announces her
candidacy for state representative

Chamber eyes volunteer standouts

ORANGE - Karen Anderson, a
Republican, announced her candi-
dacy for the 2nd Franklin District
State Representative seat. She
declared, “For too long the needs of

our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district's

needs. I will tirelessly work to pro-
tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations

Turley Publications Photo by Genevieve Fraser

Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10

80 Main Street, Ware
413-967-3505

BROBERG 
INSURANCE 
GROUP INC.

Please Drive With Care
Good Luck this School Year!

9 Exchange Street, Barre • 978-355-4028
53 Gardner Road, Hubbardston • 978-928-5875

Representing Many Companies
Including Safety Insurance Company
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And Pre-owned Super Center!And Pre-owned Super Center!

WELCOME
BACK,
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939 Worcester Road, Barre • 978-355-6411
halfbreed1964@yahoo.com

  Hair Salon  Hair Salon

Be Alert – School’s OpenGo Slow - School’s Open

CRANSTON &
CRANSTON

Attorneys at Law
26 Valley Road, Barre • 978-355-2100

GOOD LUCK 
Bowden,

Addy, Clayton
& Ashley

160 West Street, Barre
978-355-2311

epwinepropane.com

Don’t Text & Drive

E.P. WINE
INC.

L.P. Gas & Appliance

56 Common Street, Barre

978-257-8389
www.farberandlindley.com

Please Drive With Care

FARBER &
LINDLEY
ATTORNEYS

AT LAW

Route 122, Barre
978-355-6343

higginsenergy.com

DON’T 
DRINK

&
DRIVE

Route 122, Barre • 978-355-6343
HigginsPowersports.com

Please Drive With Care

310 Old Boston Turnpike, Hubbardston
978-928-4258

HUBB
EQUIPMENT 

INC.

Go Slow- School’s Open

J.C. POOLS INC.

108 Main Street, South Barre
978-355-6465 • 508-882-3913

jcpools.net

Don’t Drink & Drive

Inground &
Above Ground Pools

Service & 
Water Supplies

J.C. POOLS INC.
Above Ground Pools

Please Drive Wi� Care

815 Worcester Road, (Route 122), Barre
978-355-2122

J&J FAMILY 
RESTAURANT

QUABBIN PLAZA
LIQUORS

578 Summer Street, Barre
978-355-6496

Welcome Back To School! Stars & Stripes Diner

Don’t Drink & Drive

32 Main St., Hubbardston • 978-820-1600
Find us on Facebook: @starsandstripesdiner

Tues-Sun-7-am-1pm • Closed Mon.

Waterwheel
Realty

Since 1978

We Make House Calls!
978-355-4438

www.waterwheelrealty.com
(Member of the Board of Realtors)

Please Drive With Care

It’s not just people’s  imag-
ination; there are more vehi-
cles on the roads, both back 
roads and highways, when 
school is back in session. 

College and high school 
student drivers add to traffic, 
along with buses and parents 
hurrying through their morn-
ing drop-offs. During this 
frenetic time, there are more 
chances for accidents.

To help keep every-
one safer during the back to 
school transition, the National 
Safety Council has a number 
of recommendations to keep 

in mind when navigating the 
roadways.

Though drivers should 
always be aware of pedestri-
ans, be especially cautious 
near schools. The majority of 
children, who are struck by 
cars are hit near schools. 

People can help their chil-
dren and others be safe near 
schools by avoiding double 
parking, never parking across 
from the school, so that chil-
dren have to cross the road, 
never pass a car waiting for 
pedestrians and never block 
a crosswalk when making a 

turn or when stopped at a red 
light as it causes walkers to 
have to walk in the path of 
moving traffic.

 Children ages 4 to 7 years 
old are especially vulnerable 
to being hit by passing cars. 
Always stop for a school bus. 
It is illegal to pass a school 
bus that is stopped for drop-
ping off or picking up chil-
dren in all 50 states.

The fatal crash rate for 
drivers 16-19 is three times 
the rate for drivers over 20. 
Back to school time can be 
challenging as tentative young 

drivers acclimate to different 
schedules and navigate among 
aggressive drivers. Help your 
young driver with these tips 
leave ten minutes earlier than 
necessary as rushing leads to 
aggressive driving, insist on 
seat belts, teach them ot keep 
calm and dump distractions. 
In 2019, 43% of students sur-
veyed admitted to not always 
wearing a seatbelt when with 
friends, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control. 
At least 48% of teen drivers 
and passengers aged 16-19 
years of age died in passen-

ger crashes that same year 
due to not wearing a seatbelt. 
Remind teens simply to move 
out of the way for aggressive 
drivers to let them pass, rath-
er than getting frustrated and 
angry.

They have heard it already, 
but make it a rule to avoid 
texting and talking on their 
cell phones even hands-free 
while driving. Consider set-
ting up the do not disturb 
features on their phone to 
help them avoid temptation. 
Also, keep in mind eating and 
drinking can be distracting.

Parents should also remind 
children walking to and from 
school to pay attention to their 
surroundings. The National 
Safety Council recommends 
never walking while texting 
or talking on the phone, if tex-
ting to move out of the way 
of others and to stop on the 
sidewalk, never to cross the 
street while using an electron-
ic device, to not walk with 
headphones in ears, always 
walk on the sidewalk if one 
is available, look both ways 
before crossing the street and  
cross only at crosswalks.

National Safety Council offers back to school safety tips

According to the lat-
est survey data from the 
National School Choice 
Awareness  Foundat ion , 
“nearly three-quarters or 
74% of U.S. parents of 
school-aged children, rep-
resenting an estimated 47 
million parents, considered 
sending at least one of their 
children to a different school 
over the past year.”

And as you can see, pre-
liminary trend data confirms 
vastly more are doing just 
that.

Dr. Katherine Nelligan, 
Center for Education Reform 
research fellow, compiled 
data. Good education sells. 
While a majority of parents 

even in states with expansive 
choice still “choose” tradi-
tional public schools, the key 
point is they are choosing to 
stay rather than being forced 
to stay. That’s a far cry from 
pre-1998, when 90% of 
students attended tradition-
al public schools, precisely 
because there weren’t choic-
es afforded by one’s educa-
tion dollars, there was just 
one system. 

Some argue that parents 
are leaving traditional pub-
lic schools because schools 
aren’t marketing themselves 
effectively. And apparently, 
it feels novel enough for The 
New York Times to cover.

A “bougie” school dis-

trict consultant hired to help 
districts attract families back 
told a Times reporter “that 
school districts must offer 
slicker tours, better custom-
er service, and a compelling 
argument that they are better 
than the growing number of 
alternatives.”

A s  t h e  M i l w a u k e e 
Parental Choice Program 
expanded, Milwaukee Public 
Schools superintendents ini-
tially responded by engaging 
parents directly about how 
the district could improve. 
MPS even increased enroll-
ment and stabilized its mar-
ket share amidst growing 
competition, at first.

But the early momentum 

didn’t last. Over the next 
two decades, an unrelent-
ing focus on the status quo 
within MPS meant the dis-
trict failed to keep pace with 
families’ evolving demands. 
Meanwhile, Milwaukee’s 
school choice programs more 
than doubled, now serving 
nearly 30,000 students about 
a quarter of the city’s student 
population.

Florida’s expansive state-
wide  choices  impacted 
Miami greatly. As the Times’ 
story reports, between 2019 
and 2023, two-thirds of 
the state’s traditional pub-
lic schools lost enrollment. 
While lower birth rates are a 
small factor, the much bigger 

issue is the explosive growth 
of school choice programs, 
charter schools and the pub-
lic’s realization that their dis-
trict no longer has to be their 
only option.

As alternative education 
options grew, traditional pub-
lic schools faced ongoing 
financial and operational dif-
ficulties as parents opted for 
other choices.

Miami-Dade reinvented 
itself as a “choice district.” 
Today, over 60% of students 
actively select their school or 
program from district-offered 
magnets, academies, and 
specialized tracks. They’ve 
expanded career academies, 
dual-enrollment programs 

and tech-rich innovation 
hubs to retain families seek-
ing personalized education 
paths.

The impact of choice 
could not be clearer, espe-
cially in the face of closures 
that disrupt relationships, 
communities and jobs.

The story also features 
Rose Burney, a mother of 
five, who was torn between 
sending her children to their 
reassigned district school or 
enrolling them in a high-per-
forming BASIS Charter 
School. After seeing test 
results confirming her daugh-
ter was failing in multiple 
subjects, the decision became 
clear: Burney chose BASIS.

Center for Education Reform research offers school choice data

BACK TO SCHOOL
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Be Alert – School’s Open

BARRE PIZZA
On The Common, Barre

978-355-4595
barrepizza.com

Please Drive With Care

978-355-6141 • 1-800-479-6141

CLARK’S 
POOL 

WATER
7 Worcester Road, Barre • 978-257-8090

jthorpe@downrangesports.com

Go Slow S��l’s Open

Don’t Drink & Drive

21 Summer Street, Barre
978-355-2289

LANDRY &
MEILUS, LLP

Attorneys at Law

Go Slow – School’s Open

QUABBIN 
AUTO REPAIR

8 Broad Street, Barre
978-355-6763

Don’t Drink & Drive

24 North Brookfield Road, Barre Plains
978-355-4467

Open by Appointment

SHEAR 
EXPRESSIONS
HAIR DESIGN

Don’t Text & Drive

Route 122, Rutland
508-886-6666

Fall Hours: Wednesday - Sunday  11:00 am.-8:00 p.m.

STILL 4
CORNERS
Family Dining

Welcome Back
TO SCHOOL

210 West Street, 
P.O. Box 579

Barre
(978) 355-2250

www.WRBentley.com

Though its role in the 
classroom will continue to 
evolve, technology is now a 
critical component of edu-
cation. Market research firm 
Deloitte details how educa-
tional shifts influence con-
sumer shopping habits. In 
2025, Deloitte reports that 
tech products will make up 
26% of the share of total 
spending on back-to-school 
shopping. With this in mind, 
scammers may target shop-
pers with phony deals, entic-
ing ads and fake websites. 
Savvy online shopping is nec-
essary to ensure consumers 
don’t fall prey to a scam.

If people are shopping for 
technology for the upcoming 
school year, Better Business 
Bureau has tips to help. 
Shop with familiar retailers. 
Laptops, tablets and other 
tech accessories can be a sig-
nificant investment. Shop with 
businesses consumers know 
and trust to ensure they get a 
quality product and good cus-
tomer service. 

 Low prices and short-term 
sales could signal a purchaser 
has encountered a scam. If the 
price seems too good to be 

true, it probably is. 
Some companies rarely 

offer sales. Do more research 
if a company that rarely dis-
counts products offers a huge 
sale. The products may be 
used or refurbished or the 
website could be fake.

Know what you’re shop-
ping for. Set a budget, iden-
tify what capabilities will 
benefit the student, and com-
pare options. Then, shop 
around for a reliable seller. 
Researching the best prod-
uct for one’s needs will help 
them avoid scams and buyer’s 
remorse.

Purchasers should ensure 
they know who the sell-
er is. Some big box retailers 
allow third-party sellers to 
list items on their sites and 
those items can be hard to dis-
tinguish from the rest. They 
should read all the fine print 
to ensure they’re comfortable 
with the seller. 

To learn more about 
avoiding scams online, peo-
ple may visit BBB Tip: 
Smart Shopping Online. 
People may search and report 
scams by visiting BBB.org/
ScamTracker.

BBB offers these tips for 
buying tech productsFrom infants and tod-

dlers to school-aged kids 
and teens, parents want to 
know how many hours of 
sleep are recommended. 
While it’s true that sleep 
needs vary from one per-
son to another, there are 
some very reasonable, sci-
ence-based guidelines to 
help determine whether a 
child is getting the sleep 
he or she needs to grow, 
learn and play.

The American Academy 
of Sleep Medicine pro-
vides some helpful guide-
lines regarding just how 
much sleep children need 
at different stages in their 
deve lopment .  Keep  in 
mind that these numbers 
reflect total sleep hours 
in a 24-hour period. So if 
their son or daughter still 
naps, they’ll need to take 
that into account when 
they add up his or her typi-
cal sleep hours.

Working and single par-
ents, especially, are often 
forced to get by on five, 
six or even fewer hours 
of sleep each night. This 
is likely impacting their 
own social  and mental 
functioning, as well as 
increasing their risk for 
other  heal th problems. 
It might be tempting to 
think that their children 
can also get by with less 
sleep than they need or 
that they should be able to 
cope fairly well with a few 
skipped hours here and 
there. 

However, all children 
thrive on a regular bed-
time routine. Regular sleep 
deprivation often leads 

to some pretty difficult 
behaviors and health prob-
lems: irritability, difficulty 
concentrating, hyperten-
sion, obesity, headaches 
and depression. Children 
who get enough sleep have 
a healthier immune system 
and better school perfor-
mance, behavior, memory 
and mental health.

The American Academy 
of Pediatrics supports the 
AASM guide l ines  and 
encourages  paren ts  to 
make sure their children 
develop good sleep habits 
right from the start.

Families should make 
sufficient sleep a fami-
ly priori ty.  Understand 
the importance of getting 
enough s leep and how 
sleep affects the overall 
health of parents and their 
children. Remember they 
are a role model to their 
child so set a good exam-
ple. Staying up all night 
with your teen to edit his 
or her paper or pulling an 
all-nighter for work your-
self isn’t really sending 
the right message. Making 
sleep a priority for your-
self shows your children 
that it’s part of living a 
healthy lifestyle—like eat-
ing right and exercising 
regularly.

Keep to a regular daily 
routine. The same wak-
ing time, meal times, nap 
time and play times will 
help a child feel secure and 
comfortable and help with 
a smooth bedtime. For 
young children, it helps 
to start early with a bed-
time routine such as brush 
teeth, read book and then 

bed. Make sure the sleep 
routines they use can be 
used anywhere, so they can 
help your child get to sleep 
wherever they may be.

Be active during the 
day. Make sure children 
have interesting and varied 
activities during the day, 
including physical activity 
and fresh air. 

The AAP recommends 
keeping all screens: televi-
sions, computers, laptops, 
tablets and phones out of 
children’s bedrooms espe-
cially at night. To prevent 
sleep disruption, turn off 
all screens at least 60 min-
utes to one hour before 
bedtime. 

Dim the lights prior to 
bedtime and control the 
temperature in the home. 
Don’t fill up children’s 
bed with toys. Keep your 
chi ld’s  bed a  place to 
sleep, rather than a place 
to play. One or two things, 
a favorite doll or bear, a 
security blanket, are okay 
and can help ease separa-
tion anxiety. 

R e a l i z e  t h a t  t e e n s 
require more sleep, not 
less. Sleep-wake cycles 
begin to shift up to two 
hours later at the start of 
puberty. At the same time, 
most high schools require 
students to get to school 
earlier and earlier.  The 
AAP has been advocat-
ing for middle and high 
schools delay the start of 
class to 8:30 a.m. or later. 
It is important that parents 
and local school boards 
work together to imple-
ment high school start 
times that allow teens to 

get the healthy sleep they 
need. 

Avoid over scheduling. 
In addition to homework, 
many children today have 
scheduled evening activi-
ties, i.e., sports games, les-
sons, appointments, etc., 
which pose chal lenges 
to getting a good night’s 
sleep. Take time to wind 
down and give children the 
downtime that they need.

L e a r n  t o  r e c o g n i z e 
sleep problems. The most 
common sleep problems in 
children include difficul-
ty falling asleep, nighttime 
awakenings, snoring, stall-
ing and resisting going to 
bed, sleep apnea and loud 
or heavy breathing while 
sleeping.

Talk to their  child’s 
teacher or child care pro-
vider about their child’s 
alertness during the day. 
Sleep problems may man-
ifest in the daytime, too. 
A child with not enough 
o r  poor  qua l i ty  s l eep 
may have difficulty pay-
ing attention or “zoning 
out” in school. Let their 
child’s teacher know they 
want to be made aware of 
any reports of their child 
falling asleep in school, 
as well as any learning or 
behavior problems.

Ta lk  to  t he  ch i ld ’s 
pediatrician about sleep. 
Discuss their child’s sleep 
habits and problems with 
their pediatrician, as most 
sleep problems are easily 
treated. He or she may ask 
parents to keep a sleep log 
or have additional sugges-
tions to improving their 
child’s sleep habits.

Creating healthy bedtime sleep habits

Please Drive With Care

25 Town Farm Road, South Barre
Phone 978-355-4641 • Fax 978-355-6140

QUALITY
WATER

PRODUCTS

One of the Prescott Companies
Quality Water Products

Fabrication & Machine Facility

TEAM

visit us on the web at: www.broberginsurance.com

Please Drive With Care

71 Worcester Road • Barre, MA 01005
978-355-6649

HEATING OILS, PROPANE and DIESEL FUELS
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NEW CUSTOMERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME

HEATING OILS • PROPANE • DIESEL FUELS
71 Worcester Road, Barre, MA
978-355-6649

www.rjmenergy.com

Be Alert School’s Open

508-386-5734

48 Allen Drive, Barre 
978-355-4656

www.drrapisarda.com

ROBERT A.
RAPISARDA D.M.D.

Don’t Text & Drive

BACK TO SCHOOL
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Local pastors offer sermons
Boasting Part 3
Is it not amazing how 

much of what we speak is 
boastful in nature. 

Scripture roundly prohib-
its much of our boastfulness. 
In this edition, let us contin-
ue to note aspects of human 
bragging that the Bible for-
bids. Please take note of the 
following:

1) Tomorrow
Proverbs 27:1
1 Do not boast about 

tomorrow,
    for you do not know 

what a day may bring.
James 4:13–16
13 Now listen, you who 

say, “Today or tomorrow we 
will go to this or that city, 
spend a year there, carry on 
business and make money.” 
14 Why, you do not even 
know what will happen 
tomorrow. What is your life? 
You are a mist that appears 
for a little while and then 
vanishes. 15 Instead, you 
ought to say, “If it is the 
Lord’s will, we will live and 
do this or that.” 16 As it is, 
you boast in your arrogant 
schemes. All such boasting 
is evil.

As of late I came upon 
the following two excerpts. 
Take the time to carefully 
review the insights found 
within: 

“A person should not 
praise himself concerning 
what he will do the next 
day, simply because he real-
ly has no way of knowing 
for sure what will happen. 
Never arrogantly presume 
the future. Our ignorance of 
tomorrow and inability to 
control tomorrow’s events 
should stop us from boast-
ing about our future enter-
prises.”

[The Bible] “teaches us 
modesty; and prohibits those 
two great vices, confidence 
in ourselves, or anything we 
have; and rashly undertak-
ing unnecessary things, out 
of a foolish hope they will 
succeed according to our 
desires. Wise and good men 
will only meddle within the 
bounds of their calling; and 
will also depend on God for 
his blessing; but they will 
not attempt things with-
out just cause, presuming 
they can carry them as they 
please.”

This parable of Christ, 
which contextually warns 
against human greed, touch-
es upon the peril of boasting 
about the future:

Luke 12:13–21
13 Someone  in  the 

crowd said to him [Jesus], 
“Teacher, tell my brother to 
divide the inheritance with 
me.”

14 Jesus replied, “Man, 
who appointed me a judge 
or an arbiter between you?” 
15 Then he said to them, 
“Watch out! Be on your 
guard against all kinds of 
greed; life does not consist 
in an abundance of posses-
sions.”

16 And he told them this 
parable: “The ground of a 
certain rich man yielded an 
abundant harvest. 17 He 
thought to himself, ‘What 

shall I do? I have no place to 
store my crops.’

18 Then he said, ‘This is 
what I’ll do. I will tear down 
my barns and build bigger 
ones, and there I will store 
my surplus grain. 19 And 
I’ll say to myself, “You have 
plenty of grain laid up for 
many years. Take life easy; 
eat, drink and be merry.”’

20 But God said to him, 
‘You fool! This very night 
your life will be demanded 
from you. Then who will get 
what you have prepared for 
yourself?’

21 This is how it will 
be with whoever stores up 
things for themselves but is 
not rich toward God.”

Take care that you watch 
your tongue as it relates to 
boasting of the future. Let’s 
heed the above mentioned 
words in kind! Thank you 
for taking the time to read 
this publication. We will 
delve a bit deeper on this 
topic in the next publication.

 Should you have any 
comments or questions, feel 
free to contact me at your 
convenience using the infor-
mation below. Also, feel 
free to check us out online 
at www.NewLifeBarre.org 
or visit us each Sunday at 
10:30 a.m. I hope to see you 
soon.

Pastor James Foley
New Life Assembly
 of God
60 Main St. South Barre
jamesfoley
@newlifebarre.org
978-355-6407

Ninth Sunday after 
Pentecost 

“Learn to do Good, seek 
Justice, and rescue the 

Oppressed.” 

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 
1v 1 and 10 – 20

I. Introduction
I believe if we all were 

to do something good every 
day, or once a week, seek 
justice for something and 
somebody now and again, 
and help those who are 
oppressed or marginalized 
at least once or twice in 
our lives, the world would 
resemble God’s vision for 
us. If we intentionally do 
these things, we would be 
so much closer to what God 
has in mind for us. 

The Bible is filled with 
calls to God’s people to do 
good, seek justice, and to 
rescue the oppressed. Let’s 
see what we can learn from 
the prophet Isaiah in our 
passage. I suggest we fol-
low the scripture to better 
understand what message he 
received from God.

II. Learn to do good, 
seek justice, and rescue the 
oppressed

Isaiah was a prophet 
of social justice and righ-
teousness. He addressed 
the social conditions and 
national policies of his time 
that enabled injustices to 
thrive. As a prophet he was 
involved at a high level of 
scrutiny of what was going 
on at the temple, but also 

in the State of Judah itself. 
Chapter 1 verse 1 describes 
the prophetic vision he 
received concerning Judah 
and Jerusalem. From verse 
2 – 9 he laid out for them 
Yahweh’s lament about the 
sinful, rebellious nation 
they have become, and how 
they had forsaken their God. 
From verse 10 onwards, 
the text describes God’s 
response, which is charac-
terized as being weary of 
their attitudes and actions. 

They have now become 
rulers of Sodom and peo-
ple of Gomorrah, and spir-
itually they have become 
corrupt in the eyes of God. 
God is tired of their burnt 
offerings that are meaning-
less and expressed a weari-
ness about it all. God will 
not see their hands that are 
raised in prayer, because 
they are covered in blood, 
and God will not listen to 
their prayers. They must 
wash themselves and repent 
from their  evi l  deeds. 
Isaiah’s prophecy goes fur-
ther than that. Jerusalem 
will suffer because of their 
religious failures. They will 
be destroyed, but God will 
restore them again. Judah’s 
population will be taken into 
exile, but a small remnant 
will return. 

Their return and new 
opportunities to repent and 
heal is a sign of the good-
ness of God, despite their 
iniquities. What a scathing 
rebuke of a nation whom 
God loved, and carried 
through so much, and to 
reach a point where they 
have become a burden 
to God. What a prophecy. 
What a sad picture... How is 
it that they could turn them-
selves away from the God of 
grace and mercy and good-
ness? To be engaged in evil 
deeds as described in this 
book of Isaiah, is so against 
who God is, and what God 
expects from this land of 
Judah. What God still wants 
from them, is to stop doing 
wrong, to do what is right 
and to seek justice.

But through it all, there 
is a promise of salvation in 
this prophecy by Isaiah. God 
will send a future King, a 
Savior who will show the 
land of Israel the life of 
righteousness and God’s 
mercy and love. God will 
still forgive them if they 
repent of their ways. This 
shows the foundation of this 
prophecy, that God is so 
good, and so good to them. 
These expectations from 
God are not complicated. 
They are simple and clear 
values of love, and respect 
for all of humanity.

III. Conclusion
The same values and 

expectations God expressed 
through the prophecy of 
Isaiah remain relevant for us 
today. It would be intrigu-
ing to know what God 
observes and thinks about 
our world today. We all must 
examine our own lives and 
the nations of today must 

ELIZABETHTOWN,KY/
BARRE –  James A. Rice 
our beloved passed away on 
Sunday, Aug. 17, 2025 at the 
age of 95.

James Allen Rice (Bubba) 
was born in Petersham, to 
James B. Rice and Alberta 
(Harty) DiRuzza. He gradu-
ated from Barre High School 
in the Class of 1953. He was 
a Fireman in the U.S. Navy, 
serving on the USS Stormes 
during the Korean War.

After the war, he returned 
to Barre, where he met the 
love of his life Carmela A. 
(Ricchiazzi) Rice, his wife 
of 70 years. He worked at 
the Barre Wool Combing 
Company and raised four 
children in the Italian sec-
tion of South Barre. James 
was the commander of the 
American Legion Post #2 in 
Barre and ensured the instal-
lation of the memorial flag-
pole on the Barre Common. 
He later worked as a licensed 

electrician and 
member of the 
I.B.E.W. Local 
96 until retiring 
to East Falmouth, 
Massachusetts.

On Cape Cod, 
he enjoyed many 
cookouts, holi-
days and family 
gatherings with 
his children and grandchil-
dren. He was active in retire-
ment, taking daily two-mile 
walks, raising tomato plants, 
and reading American histo-
ry. He was a member of the 
St. Thomas-A-Becket Church 
in South Barre and later St. 
Anthony’s Church in East 
Falmouth.

James is survived by his 
wife Carmela A. Rice; his 
brother George Rodgers and 
his four children: Kevin Rice 
of Leominster, Cheryl Ethier 
of Boylston, Laurie Beers of 
Elizabethtown, Kentucky and 
Jeffrey Rice of Douglas. He is 

also survived by his 
two grandchildren, 
Dr. Heather Beers 
of Rockland, Maine 
and Eric S. Beers 
o f  B o n n i ev i l l e , 
Kentucky and two 
great-grandchildren 
Atticus Beers and 
Raya Beers. James 
is predeceased by 

his parents, James B. Rice 
and Alberta (Harty) DiRuzza, 
his brother Robert (Bunny) 
Rice and sister Marilyn (Rice) 
Tebow.

The funeral Mass for 
James wi l l  be  held  on 
Saturday Sept. 6, 2025 at 
10 a.m. in St. Thomas-A-
Becket  Church Vernon,  
Avenue, South Barre. All 
are asked to go directly to 
the church. Burial will fol-
low in Glen Valley Cemetery. 
Arrangements are under the 
care of Pillsbury Funeral 
Home, 96 South.Barre Road, 
Barre.

James A. Rice, 95

Terry (Falco) Grigsby, 79
It is with great sadness, 

but also with a sense of 
relief that our mother, Terry 
Grigsby died on August 
11, 2025, at the age of 79.  
She went out fighting like 
hell.  She was in her 13th 
year of treatment for high-
risk Chronic Lymphocytic 
Leukemia, when in January 
2025 she was diagnosed with 
Glioblastoma Cancer.  This 
is a very aggressive brain 
cancer and is always fatal.  
Her brother, Anthony Falco, 
battled this same cancer 
with surgery and radiation 
and lived for only 9 months.  
Our mother, with our bless-
ing, opted for only comfort 
care, and when the end was 
near, she took advantage of 
Vermont’s Medical Aid In 
Dying (MAID).

She  loved  teach ing , 
beginning with third grade 
in Hudson, NY, then in 
Lebanon, NH for 23 years 
as a reading specialist.  She 
delighted that she was still 
in contact with some of her 
students on Facebook.  She 
referred to them as “my 
kids.”  She was a member 
of the Lebanon City Council 
from 1999-2005, volunteered 
at Listen and the Red Cross, 
and knitted loads of scarfs 

for the residents 
at the Haven.

But her great-
est joys and titles 
were “Mom” and 
“Gigi.”  She and 
her late husband, 
Alan Grigsby, 
l o v e d  g iv i n g 
their sons and 
g r andch i ld r en 
some wonderful experiences: 
dancing in the summer rain, 
visiting Alcatraz prison, tub-
ing down the Hudson River, 
checking out the wildlife in 
the Florida Everglades, para-
sailing, cruising, and snor-
keling in Bermuda.  The 
family enjoyed some of the 
crazy games she made up 
when the family gathered at 
Christmas.  Serious competi-
tion galore!

She leaves her  sons 
Greg (his wife Margy) and 
Casey (his wife Amanda), 
her 6 grandchildren Claire 
Grigsby, Elye Rose Ashline, 
Jack Grigsby, Sam Grigsby, 
Justin DeCarlo and Paige 
Torres.  Also, her former 
daughter’s-in-law Tracy 
Mayer and Erin Crowley.  
She also leaves her sister-in-
law Jean Falco, and her niec-
es Lisa (daughter Allegra), 
Laurie, and her nephew, Tony 

(son Sal).  Lastly, 
but certainly not to 
be forgotten, she 
leaves her “Besties” 
to  carry on the 
“therapy sessions.”

In lieu of flow-
ers, memorial dona-
tions can be made 
to  where  Casey 
and Sam both had 

life-saving open heart sur-
geries: Boston Children’s 
Hospital, Benderson Family 
Heart Center, 300 Longwood 
Ave., Boston, MA 02115.

Grigsby, Terry (Falco)
Died Aug. 11, 2025

In lieu of flowers dona-
tions to Boston Children’s 

Hospital, Benderson 
Family Heart Center, 

300 Longwood Avenue, 
Boston, MA 02115

Rice, James A. (Bubba)
Died Aug. 17, 2025

Funeral Mass Saturday, 
Sept. 6 at 10 a.m. 

St. Thomas-A-Becket, 
Vernon Avenue, 

South Barre
Burial to follow in Glen 

Valley Cemetery

DEATH NOTICES

Obituaries

See SERMONS, 
page 16

TOWN OF 
NEW BRAINTREE 

PLANNING BOARD 
 NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING
In accordance with the provi-

sions of Chapter 4 of the New 
Braintree By-laws (Removal of 
Topsoil, Loam, Sand or Gravel), 
the Planning Board will hold a 
public hearing on Monday, Sep-
tember 8, 2025 at 6:00 PM in 
the New Braintree Town Hall, 
20 Memorial Drive, regarding 
gravel permit renewals for the 
following:  

Robert and Deann Caron, As-
sessor Map 411, Parcel 96, Barr 
Road

Thomas Stott, Assessor Map 
408, Parcels 94/95, 324 West 
Road

Bo Lee Excavating, Assessor 
Map 408, Parcel 96, West Road,

Stanley Grigas, Assessor Map 
409, Parcel 34, 87B Sibley Road

This meeting is open to the 
public and all are invited to attend. 
You can also email comments to 
planning@newbraintree.gov   
08/21, 08/28/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Worcester Probate 
and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508)831-2200

Docket No. 
WO25P2816EA

Estate of: 
Ralph E Mann 

Date of Death: 12/14/2024
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Robert W Mann 
of Oakham, MA requesting that 
the Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Robert W Mann of Oakham, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and ob-
jection at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of  09/16/2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of ob-
jections within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action may 
be taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 

with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A 
Keamy, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: August 13, 2025

Stephanie Fattman,
 Register of Probate

08/21/2025

Barre 
Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given in ac-
cordance with the Massachusetts 
General Law, Chapter 131, Sec-
tion 40, The Wetlands Protection 
Act, that a public hearing will be 
held on a Notice of Intent for the 
construction of an addition to ex-
isting house located on 815 Wil-
liamsville Road, Assessors Map 
C, Parcel 29 and recorded with 
the Worcester District Registry 
of Deeds, Book 70794, Page 103.

From: Grace Madsen
             815 Williamsville Road
           Barre, MA 01005
To be held on Tuesday, Au-

gust 26, 2025 at 7:15 p.m. at 
40 West Street, Boards’ Office, 
Floor 3, Barre, MA 01005.
08/21/2025
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Barre Police Log

Public Safety

Rutland Police Log

Hubbardston Police Log

Sunday, July 27 
3:42 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 

Worcester Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

7:05 a.m. Property Damage, 
Kenda l l  S t ree t ,  No Act ion 
Required

7 :16  a .m .  Ha rassmen t , 
Ruggles Lane, Officer Spoke to 
Party

9:14 a.m. Vandalism, Barre 
Town Common, Call Transferred

10:25 a.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, Hubbardston 
Road, Vehicle Towed

1:15 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Abdominal/Back Pain, 
Elm North Street, Mutual Aid 
Transport

4:24 p.m. Larceny or Theft, 
Ruggles Lane, Property Returned

Monday, July 28
10:33 a.m. Suspicious Person/

Vehicle Activity, Old Dana Road, 
Investigated

1:04 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Welfare Check, South 
Barre Road, Negative Contact

1:40 p.m. Assault and Battery, 
Ruggles Lane, Criminal Complaint

Summons Sjogren, Laurel E., 
68, Barre

4 p.m. Erratic Operator, Barre 
Town Common, Officer/Chief 
Advised

5:43 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Worcester Road, Report 
Filed

1 0 : 11  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Breathing 
Diff iculty, Elm North Street, 
Transported to Hospital

11:31 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Oakham Line, Officer Spoke to 
Party

Tuesday, July 29
2:06 a.m. Fire – Fumes/Odor/

Gas Leak, North Brookfield Road, 
Investigated

3:20 a.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Worcester Road, 
Officer/Chief Advised

3:36 a.m. Fire – Public Service 
Call, Ruggles Lane, Public Assist

6:07 a.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Center of Town, 
Officer Spoke to Party

7:33 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Ruggles 
Lane, Ambulance Signed Refusal

12:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Hubbardston Road, Citation 
Issued

1 2 : 0 7  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service– Welfare Check, 
Ruggles Lane, No Fire Service 
Necessary

2:53 p.m. Property Damage, 
Barre Pol ice Headquarters, 
Officer Spoke to Party

9:32 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, West Street, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

Wednesday, July 30
8:32 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Seizures, South Street, 
Transported to Hospital

8:38 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Hubbardston Road, Wri t ten 
Warning

11:23 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Hubbardston Road, Citation 
Issued

12:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  Main Street ,  Wr i t ten 
Warning

1:14 p.m. Trespasser or 
Prowler, South Street, Officer 
Spoke to Party

1:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
South Barre Road, Citation Issued

5:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
West Street, Written Warning

5:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Wauwinet Road, Written Warning

5:49 p.m. Larceny or Theft, 
Walnut Hill Road, Report Field

Thursday, July 31
11:24 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Hubbardston Road, Citation 
Issued

12:53 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation Issued

3:43 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Hubbardston Road, Area Search 
Negative

7:47 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, South Barre Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Friday, Aug. 1
2:25 a.m. Robbery or Holdup, 

Brunelle Drive, Report Filed
9:43 a.m. Safety Concern, 

Gardner Road, Removed to 
Court/Lockup

Arrest Cochran, Edward H., 
34, Fitchburg

Charges Two Default Court 
Warrants

Drug ,  Posses  C lass  B , 

Trespass
3:58 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Citation Issued
4:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Citation Issued
5 : 5 5  p . m .  F o l l o w - U p 

Investigation, North Brookfield 
Road, Prisoner Bailed

Arrest Grandone, Emily A., 32, 
South Barre

6:51 p.m. Fire – Power Lines 
Down/Arcing, Hawes Hill Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

9:28 p.m. Be On Look Out 
Notification, South Barre Road, 
Area Patrolled

Saturday, Aug. 2
1:11 a.m. Suspicious Person/

Vehicle Activity, Main Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

7:36 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Serv ice– Chest  Pain/Hear t 
Problem, Elm South Street, 
Transported to Hospital

11 a.m. Animal – Wildlife, Old 
Coldbrook Road, Referred to 
Other Agency

2 : 3 8  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, West 
Street, Transported to Hospital

3:49 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Hardwick Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

4 :03  p .m.  D is tu rbance /
Disorderly, Camp Coldbrook 
Campground, Report Field

Summons Ayers, Francis, 54, 
Winchendon

Charges Assault and Battery
Summons Laferriere, Mark, 60 

Millbury
Charges Assault and Battery
Summons Kazarnovicz, Tricia 

Jean, 48, Millbury
Charges Assault and Battery
S u m m o n s  M e d e i r o s , 

Christina, 37, Winchendon
Charges Assault and Battery
4:05 p.m. Noise Complaint, 

Summer Street, Officer/Chief 
Advised

4:16 p.m. Animal – Lost and/pr 
Found, Worcester Road, Officer/
Chief Advised

4:22 p.m. Fraud or Forgery, 
Church Street, Off icer/Chief 
Advised

Sunday, July 27
12:35 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Wachusett Street, Criminal 
Complaint

Summons Samedy, Fred D., 
47, Gardner

C h a r g e s  R e g i s t r a t i o n 
Suspended, Operating Motor 
Vehicle With, Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle

2:07 a.m. Juvenile Runaway, 
Miles Road, Report Filed

7:47 a.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Anthony Drive, 
Message Delivered

Summons Samedy, Fred D., 
47, Gardner

C h a r g e s  R e g i s t r a t i o n 
Suspended, Operating Motor 
Vehicle With, Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle

8:10 a..m. Lock Out (Home or 
Vehicle), Pommogussett Road, 
Entry Gained

8:16 a.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Lindsay Lane, Dispatch Handled

9:02 a.m. Assault and Battery, 
Campbell Court, Report Filed

11 : 4 5  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Breathing 
Difficulty, Barrack Hill Road, 
Mutual Aid Transport

2:23 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Main Street, 
Officer/Chief Advised

5:48 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found Surrender, Memorial Drive, 
Property Picked Up

6:49 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Watson Lane, Off icer/Chief 
Advised

Monday, July 28
1:40 a.m. Suspicious Person/

Vehicle Activity, Main Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

7:01 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Wachusett Street, Written 
Warning

1 0 : 2 5  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, Sanders 
Road, Ambulance Signed Refusal

10:46 a.m. Juvenile Runaway, 
Main Street, Report Filed

10:57 a.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Main Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

2:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,  
Pommogussett Road, Criminal 
Complaint

Summons Barber, Tyler E., 36, 
Rutland

C h a r g e s  U n l i c e n s e d 
Operation of Motor Vehicle, 
Inspection/Sticker, No

3:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pommogussett Road, Vehicle 
Towed

Summons Gi l  Laureano, 
Arielis, 40, Gardner

C h a r g e s  R e g i s t r a t i o n 
Suspended, Operating Motor 
Vehicle With, Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle

3:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pleasantdale Road, Criminal 
Complaint

Summons Samedy, Fred D., 
47, Gardner

Charges Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle C90 S34J, Registration 
Suspended, Operating Motor 
Vehicle With C90 S23

3:38 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Ma in  S t ree t ,  Area  Search 
Negative

4:26 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Charnock Hill 
Road, Negative Contact

4:45 p.m. Juvenile Runaway, 
Millbrook Road, Officer Spoke to 
Party

5:39 p.m. Juvenile Runaway, 
Main Street, Officer/Chief Advised

8:18 p.m. Noise Complaint, 
Wachusett  Street,  Negat ive 
Contact

10:50 pm. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Central 
Tree Road, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

11:23 p.m. Assist Other Police 
Department, Shrewsbury, Report 
Filed

Tuesday, July 29
2:06 a.m. Fire – Fumes/Odor/

Gas Leak, North Brookfield Road, 
Investigated

4:12 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, East 
County Road, Transported to 
Hospital

7:37 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East County Road, Written 

Warning
8:31 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Kenwood Drive, Written Warning
8:53 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Pleasantdale Road, Wri t ten 
Warning

9:43 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pleasantdale Road, Wri t ten 
Warning

10:09 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

11:29 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

1 2 : 5 9  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e  –  F a l l s , 
Pleasantdale Road, Transported 
to Hospital

2:08 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pommogussett Road, Written 
Warning

2:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pommogussett Road, Criminal 
Complaint

Summons Partlow, Michael L. 
II, 58, Holland

Cha rges  Number  P la te 
Violation to Conceal ID

3:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

4:27 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Emerald Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

4:33 p.m. Tree Incidents (No 
Wires), Pommogussett Road, 
Removed Hazard

6:35 p.m. Animal – Lost and/
or Found, John Robert Drive, 
Officer/Chief Advised

11 : 2 4  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Falls, Scott 
Road, Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, July 30
9:49 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Falls, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

10:11 a.m. Fire – Fumes/
Odor/Gas Leak, Miles Road, 
Investigated

11 : 3 3  a . m .  C o m p l a i n t , 
Johanna Drive, Verbal Warning

11:46 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Woodside Avenue, Citation Issued

12:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Maple Avenue, Citation 
Issued

12:53 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender,  Unknown 
Location, Information Taken

1:39 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Miles Road, Investigated

2:57 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, Glenwood Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

7 : 3 3  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, Inwood 
Drive, Transported to Hospital

Thursday, July 31
2 : 0 5  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 

Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Clealand Circle, 
Transported to Hospital

5:22 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Paxton Road, Written 
Warning

5:29 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Citation Issued

7:19 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

7:26 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

7:36 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

8:03 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

9:02 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

9 : 1 2  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Memorial Drive, 
Transported to Hospital

9:19 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Serv ice  –  Wel fa re  Check , 
Prescott Street, Officer Spoke to 
Party

9:35 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Citation Issued

9:58 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

10:47 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Emerald Road, Criminal 
Complaint

Summons Distefano, Linda 
M., 62, Rutland

C h a r g e s  U n l i c e n s e d 
Operation of Motor Vehicle

5:10 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Serv ice – Seizures,  Welch 
Avenue, Transported to Hospital

8:12 p..m. Tree Incidents 
(No Wires), Glenwood Road, 
Removed Hazard

Friday, Aug. 1
2:25 a.m. Robbery or Holdup, 

Brunelle Drive, Report Filed
6:58 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Gynecology/Obstetrics/
P r e g n a n c y,  R i v e r  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

7:52 a.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Pleasantdale Road, Message 
Delivered

8:22 a.m. Erratic Operator, 
Pleasantdale Road, Negative 
Contact

9:43 a.m. Safety Concern, 
Gardner Road, Removed to 
Court/Lockup

Arrest Cochran, Edward H., 
34, Fitchburg

Charges Two Default Court 
Warrants

Drug Possess,  Class B, 
Trespass

11:46 a.m. Safety Concern, 
Gardner Road, Negative Contact

1 2 : 0 5  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Breathing 
Difficulty, Clealand Circle, Mutual 
Aid Transport

12:08 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Criminal 
Complaint

Summons De Oliveira Rosa, 
Tainara, 28, Worcester

C h a r g e s  R e g i s t r a t i o n 
Suspended, Operating Motor 
Vehicle with C90 S23, Uninsured 
Motor Vehicle C90 S347

12:24 p.m. Assist Other Police 
Department, Princeton, Negative 
Contact

12:45 p.m. Fraud or Forgery, 
M a p l e  A v e n u e ,  M e s s a g e 
Delivered

1:06 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Criminal Complaint

Summons Bailey, James L., 
49, Gilbertville

Cha rges  Number  P la te 
Violation to Conceal ID C90 S23, 
Unregistered Motor Vehicle  * C90 
S9, Inspection Sticker, No * C90 
S20

1:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Paxton Road, Written 
Warning

2:13 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Main 
Street, Ambulance Signed Refusal

2:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Crawford Road, Criminal 
Complaint

3:42 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Welfare Check, Main 
Street, Report Filed

5:28 p..m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Trauma, Wachusett 
Street, Transported to Hospital

7:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pleasantdale Road, Wri t ten 
Warning

7:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pleasantdale Road, Wri t ten 
Warning

7:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pleasantdale Road, Wri t ten 
Warning

8:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Paxton Road, Written 
Warning

8:12 p.m. Animal – ACO 
Call, Valley View Circle, Written 
Warning

8:50 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

9:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Citation Issued

9:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

Saturday, Aug. 2
1 2 : 2 9  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 

Medical Service – Sick/Unknown, 
East County Road, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

8:29 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Glenwood Road, Citation Issued

9:28 a.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Bethany Drive, Officer/Chief 
Advised

9:55 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Main Street, Referred to Other 
Agency

11:27 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Vehicle Towed

Summons Rosado, Angela 
Lee, 47, Worcester

Charges Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle, Registration Suspended, 
Operating Motor Vehicle With, 
Unregistered Motor Vehicle

5:51 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Glenwood Road, Report 
Filed

8:11 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Thurston Hill 
Road, Ambulance Signed Refusal

Sunday, July 27
8:28 a.m. ACO Animal Lost 

and/or Found Wildlife, Adams 
Road, Information Taken

10:25 a.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, Hubbardston 
Road, Vehicle Towed

2:54 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, New Westminster 
Road, Gone on Arrival

4:27 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Worcester Road, 
Report Filed

7 : 2 2  p . m .  C o m p l a i n t , 
Pitcherville Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

9:19 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
New Westminster Road, No 
Action Required

9:25 p.m. Fire – Explosive 
I n c i d e n t s ,  H a l f r e y  R o a d , 
Unfounded

Monday, July 28
7:01 a.m. Animal – Wildlife, 

Simond Hill Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

3:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Disabled, Worcester Road, No 
Action Required

4:33 p.m. Public Assist, Old 
Princeton Cutoff Road, Dispatch 
Handled

10:09 p.m. Property Lost/
Found Surrender, Burnshirt Road, 
Report Filed

10:43 p.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, New Templeton 
Road, Ambulance Signed Refusal

Tuesday, July 29
3:46 p.m. Fire – Power Lines 

Low, Williamsville Road, Referred 
to Other Agency

7:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Wil l iamsvi l le Road, Citat ion 
Issued

Wednesday, July 30
11:57 a.m.  Dis turbance/

Disorderly, Worcester Road, 
Report Filed

1:24 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Breathing Difficulty, Elm 
Street, Transported to Hospital

3:48 p.m. Assist Other Agency 
– Non Police, Main Street, Officer/
Chief Advised

5:06 p.m. Fraud or Forgery, 
Flagg Road, Report Filed

5:54 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Serv ice  –  Se izures ,  Mare 
Meadow Lane, Transported to 
Hospital

6:23 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, New Westminster 
Road ,  No  Po l i ce  Se rv i ce 
Necessary

8:37 p.m. Lock Out (Home or 
Vehicle), Williamsville Road, Entry 
Gained

Thursday, July 31
2:50 p.m. Suspicious Person/

Vehicle Activity, Bemis Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

11:14 p.m. Assist  Other 
Police Department, Winchendon, 
Message Delivered

Friday, Aug. 1
2:25 a.m. Robbery or Holdup, 

Brunelle Drive, Report Filed
7:36 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 

Gardner Road, Referred to Other 
Agency

9 : 0 2  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Worcester Road, 

Transported to Hospital
9:43 a.m. Safety Concern, 

Gardner Road, Removed to 
Court/Lockup

Arrest Cochran, Edward H., 
34, Fitchburg

Charges Two Default Court 
Warrants

Drug ,  Posses  C lass  B , 
Trespass

11:46 a.m. Safety Concern, 
Gardner Road, Negative Contact

12:24 p.m. Assist Other Police 
Department, Princeton, Negative 
Contact

3:16 p.m. Unwanted Party, 
Gardner Road, Report Filed

6:02 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, South Cove 
Road, Officer Spoke to Party

7:01 p.m. Trespasser or 
Prowler, Burnshirt Road, Officer/
Chief Advised

9 : 4 6  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Animal Bites, 
Thompson Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

Saturday, Aug. 2
11:35 a.m. Complaint, New 

Westminster Road, Information 
Taken

2:36 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Main Street, 
Information Taken

2 : 5 0  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, Barre 
Road, Mutual Aid Transported

5:45 p.m. Publ ic Assist , 
Worcester Road, Entry Gained

8:05 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Barre Road, Negative Contact

New Braintree Police Log
During the week of Aug. 

11 - 1 8 ,  t h e  H a r d w i c k / N e w 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 14 building/property 
checks, 11 directed/area patrols, 
one radar assignment, two traf-
fic controls, three emergency 
911 calls, two citizen assists, 
one animal call and four motor 
vehicle stops in the town of New 
Braintree.

Monday, Aug. 11
4:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Hardwick Road, Written Warning
6:38 p.m. Assist Citizen, Barre 

Road, Services Rendered
Tuesday, Aug. 12

4:06 p.m. Assist Citizen, Mara 
Road, Officer Handled

Wednesday, Aug. 13
2:36 p.m. Medical Emergency, 

Gilbertville Road, Spoken To
Thursday, Aug. 14

7:28 a.m. Serve Warrant, Old 
Wine Road, Arrest(s) Made

Saturday, Aug. 16
8:32 a.m. 911 Hang-up/

Abandoned ,  Moo re  Road , 
Services Rendered

Sunday, Aug. 17
5:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Hardwick Road, Citation Issued
5:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Hardwick Road, Written Warning

Oakham Police Log
Sunday, July 27

10:25 a.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, Hubbardston 
Road, Vehicle Towed

1 p.m. Motor  Vehic le – 
Disabled, Old Turnpike Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

5:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, Deacon Allen Drive, 
Message Delivered

Monday, July 28
10:15 a.m. Court Duty, East 

Brookfield Court District Court, 
Court Duty

1 0 : 2 5  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, Sanders 
Road, Ambulance Signed Refusal

Tuesday, July 29
12:57 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, North Brookfield Road, 
Written Warning

2:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
North Brookfield Road, Written 
Warning

2:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
North Brookfield Road, Written 
Warning

11 : 2 4  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Falls, Scott 
Road, Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, July 30
10:30 p.m. Assist  Other 

Police Department, Barre Road, 
Investigated

11:12 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
South Road, Investigated

Thursday, July 31
4:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

North Brookfield Road, Written 
Warning

4:50 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stoop, North Brookfield Road, 
Written Warning

Friday, Aug. 1
1:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Ware Corner Road, Writ ten 
Warning

1:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Old Turnpike Road, Vehicle 
Towed

Summons Faucher, Jamie R., 
49, South Barre

Charges Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle, Unregistered Motor 

Vehicle
2:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

North Brookfield Road, Written 
Warning

3:30 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Barre Road, Returned to Family/
Guardian

3:31 p.m. Property Dispute or 
Exchange, Barre Road, Property 
Returned

3:53 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
North Brookfield Road, Citation 
Issued

6:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
North Brookfield Road, Written 
Warning

Saturday, Aug. 2
2:05 a.m. Suspicious Person/

Vehicle Activity, Referred to Other 
Agency

5:50 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Worcester  Road,  Negat ive 
Contact

8 : 5 5  p . m .  A b a n d o n e d 
Vehicle – Parking Issues, North 
Brookfield, Area Patrolled

More police logs on page 16
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Thursday, August 28
Thank you!Thank you!

Town of Warren
JOB OPENING

HIGHWAY HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
Do you enjoy working outdoors?

Would you like to be part of a thriving, 
friendly and dedicated team?

The Town of Warren Highway Department is seeking a 
qualified candidate for the full-time position as a Driver/
Laborer/Machine Operator. The Town of Warren is 
committed to equal opportunity, encourages diversity and 
inclusion, and believes that a positive culture of inclusion in 
Town governance contributes to the town’s overall qualities 
as a great place to live and work. We welcome all to apply.
Salary: Starting at $24.78 per hour
Hours: M-Thurs., 6:00am – 4:00pm – April 1 – Nov 30
 M-F 6:00am – 2:00pm, - Dec. 1 – March 31
Overtime is required for: emergency calls including 
during snow and ice storms. Required Licensing/
Certification: Possession of a valid 2B Hoisting license  
and MA Class B CDL.
Applicants: To be considered for this vacancy, please 
submit a cover letter and resume by no later than 4 pm on 
Thursday September 4th, 2025. Resumes will be accepted 
via email to Jeremy Olson at olson@warren-ma.gov, or 
dropped off to: Town of Warren Highway Dept.. 87 Brimfield 
Rd, Warren, MA 01083 or mailed to Warren Highway 
Department, P.O. Box 628, Warren, MA 01083.

For a complete job description please visit the Town’s 
website www.warren-ma.gov

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

SERMONS from page 14

bers of the community.
“Their legacies of service, 

integrity, and dedication will 
not be forgotten,” he said.

Appointments
The board reappoint-

ed Sue Lewandowski to the 
Downtown Development 
Committee. 

The board also appoint-
ed Karen Hubacz as a regu-
lar member on the Planning 
Board; Sadie Kiley as an 
alternate member on the 
Planning Board; Julianna 
Petraitis to the Cultural 
C o u n c i l ;  a n d  M a g g i e 
Woodward to the School 
Committee.

Hubacz is a lifelong res-
ident of the town and has 
served on several boards 
and committees, including 
the Finance Committee and 
Zoning Board of Appeals. 
She has also served on the 
Highway Search Committee 
and the Town Administrator 
Search Committee.

Kiley, who is Hubacz’s 
daughter, said she was look-
ing forward to helping out on 
the Planning Board. 

Petraitis said she has 
lived in town for most of her 
life and she hopes to help 
the community through the 
Cultural Council. 

Woodward has children in 
the school district and vol-
unteered to fill the vacancy 
on the committee. She is cur-
rently involved in the school 
district’s task force.

Lake Lashaway 200th 
anniversary

H i s t o r i a n  B r a n d o n 
Avery said he and Heather 
Jablonski have partnered with 
East Brookfield to plan the 
200th celebration of Lake 
Lashaway in 2028. 

“We’re getting started 
early,” Avery said. 

Avery welcomed anyone 
interested in getting involved 
with the celebration to con-
tact him. He said fundraising 
events for the 200th celebra-
tion will start next year. 

Avery said they are also 
looking for historical and per-
sonal stories and photographs 
of Lake Lashaway to be 
shared during the celebration. 

Dog licenses
Board of Selectmen Clerk 

Ralph Kay read a memo from 
the Town Clerk regarding 
annual dog licensing. The 
letter states that so far, 629 
owners have licensed their 
dogs, but 44 owners have not 
responded or licensed their 
dogs since 2023. 

The Town Clerk remind-
ed dog owners that it is state 
law that requires owners to 
register their dogs, or notify 
the Town Clerk if the dog no 
longer resides in town. Late 
fees will be $50 per house-
hold beginning Sept. 1.

Financial items
The board approved a 

spending request from the 
Council on Aging in the 
amount of $1,642.80 for post-
age to mail a Senior Center 
survey. There are 1,114 sur-
veys and return envelopes to 

be mailed.
Gilman said this expense 

will be paid through grant 
funding.

Senior citizen barbecue
S t a t e  R e p .  D o n n i e 

Berthiaume will sponsor a 
free multi-town senior bar-
becue on Friday, Sept. 26 
at 11 a.m. at the North 
Brookfield Sportsmen’s Club. 
Reservations can be made at 
the Senior Center by Sept. 19.

Recognition
Resident Diane Hopkins 

wrote a letter to the Board 
of Selectmen commend-
ing the volunteers at the 
Transfer Station who orga-
nize the take-it-or-leave-it 
shed. Hopkins said they do a 
great job organizing the shed, 
including the books. 

Special town meeting
A special town meeting 

will be held during the Board 
of Selectmen’s meeting on 
Tuesday, Aug. 26 to address 
a prior year’s bill with a one 
warrant article. 
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Hardwick Police Log
During the week of Aug. 

11 -18 ,  t he  Hardw ick /New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 62 building/prop-
erty checks, 35 directed/area 
patrols, six radar assignments, 
one traffic control, five emergen-
cy 911 calls, five citizen assists, 
three assist other agencies, one 
motor vehicle investigation, five 
complaints, one missing person, 
one threat, two harassments, 
three animal calls and seven 
motor vehicle stops in the town of 
Hardwick.

Monday, Aug. 11
4:15 p.m. Assist Citizen, Main 

Street, Spoken To
8:50  p .m.  911 Med ica l 

Emergency, Hardwick Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, Aug. 12
8:09  a .m.  911 Med ica l 

E m e r g e n c y,  R i v e r  R u n , 
Transported to Hospital

12:44 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, School Street, Officer 
Handled

7:17  p .m.  911 Med ica l 
Emergency,  B i r ch  S t ree t , 
Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, Aug. 13
7:40 a.m. Assist Citizen, Main 

Street, Dispatch Handled
11:53 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Main Street, Dispatch Handled
1:24 p .m.  Ass is t  Other 

Agency, Bridge Road, Negative 
Contact

Thursday, Aug. 14
3:06 p .m.  Ass is t  Other 

Agency, High Street, Officer 

Handled
4:30 p .m.  Ass is t  Other 

Agency, High Street, Officer 
Handled

Friday, Aug. 15
9:35 a.m. Complaint/Motor 

Vehicle Operations, Main Street, 
Unfounded

6:41 p.m. Parking Complaint, 
Hardwick Fair, Officer Handled

7 p.m. Parking Complaint, 
Hardwick Road, Officer Handled

7:27 p.m. Complaint/Motor 
Vehicle Operations, Hardwick 
Fair, Officer Handled

7:41 p.m. Missing Person, 
Hardwick Fair, Officer Handled

7:59 p.m. Parking Complaint, 
Hardwick Road, Officer Handled

Saturday, Aug. 16
11 : 0 8  a . m .  M e d i c a l 

Emergency, Hardwick Town 
House, Services Rendered

1:58 p.m. Threat, Breen 
Road, Services Rendered

4:33 p .m.  911 Misd ia l , 
Greenwich Road, Dispatch 
Handled

8:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Investigation, Hardwick Road, No 
Action Required

Sunday, Aug. 17
10:17 a.m. Harassment, 

Lyman Road, Report Taken
9:33 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Hardwick Road, Officer Handled
11:49 p.m. Harassment, 

Hardwick Road, Officer Handled

Monday, Aug. 18
2:40 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Hardwick Road, Report Taken

$400,000 to be put towards 
providing healthcare for 
the residents of Ware and 
Gilbertville, in particular. 

That  sum of  money 
in 1919 has accrued to be 
worth about $7 million 
today. 

Before Gilbert  died, 
he drafted a will which 
explained exactly how his 
property was to be used 
after his death. 

First, he required that the 
hospital forever be known 
as Mary Lane Hospital, in 
honor of his wife. Second, 
he stipulated that the money 
he had granted was to be 
used solely for building 
and maintaining a hospital, 
Bourcier said. 

Most importantly, it was 
his wish that the property 
always be used as a hospital, 
she said. 

Bourcier said the Friends 
of Mary Lane Hospital 
are working to preserve 
the wishes of Gilbert, and 
with demolition of the hos-
pital buildings beginning 
Monday, they are shifting 
their efforts towards the 
future of the property.

Merger and transfer of 
ownership

Before 2016, Mary Lane 
Hospital was independent-
ly owned, and this changed 
star t ing in 2014 when 
healthcare organization 
Baystate Health bought out 
Wing Memorial hospital in 
Palmer. Two years later in 
2016, Baystate Health urged 
Wing and Mary Lane to 
merge, putting the hospitals 
in the hands of new manage-
ment, Bourcier said. 

While the merger did 
happen and both hospi-
tals had the name Baystate 
in their name, the proce-
dures in which the merg-
er happened were illegal 
and unethical, according 
to Friends of Mary Lane 
Hospital. 

The merger went before 
boards, a board for Mary 
Lane and a board represent-
ing Wing, but there were 
no local residents on either 
board, when there should 
have been at least two, 
Bourcier said.

Endowment funds
Tax returns for the Mary 

Lane Hospital ended in 
2015, as that was the last 

year before the merger. On 
these returns, it showed the 
restricted assets of $7 mil-
lion, which are the funds 
from the grant given by 
Gilbert. 

It also showed unrestrict-
ed funds of about $9.5 mil-
lion in unrestricted funds, 
which Bourcier said seem to 
have disappeared. She said 
the Friends of Mary Lane 
Hospital have been work-
ing tirelessly, searching the 
Ware Library and Hardwick 
Library for any records that 
might show where this sum 
of close to $10 million has 
gone. 

Bourcier said the organi-
zation has also asked around 
for records from Baystate 
Health, which have been 
denied. 

She  sa id  what  they 
do know is that Bank of 
America is  controll ing 
money and funds,  and 
allegedly had three benefi-
ciaries who got money from 
these endowment funds, 
including the hospital, the 
Ware Library, and the cem-
etery. 

However, Bourcier stat-
ed that the cemetery and 

library do not recall receiv-
ing funds.

What the 
Friends group does

Bourcier said the Friends 
of Mary Lane Hospital are 
commited to providing 
healthcare to the citizens of 
Ware and Hardwick. 

She said there are about 
30,000 people in this gen-
eral part of the state strad-
d l ing  Hampsh i re  and 
Worcester counties, who are 
in a black hole of health-
care, where the closest hos-
pitals are in the city. Mary 
Lane Hospital was help-
ful in avoiding this lack of 
healthcare. 

According to Bourcier, 
the current proposal by 
Baystate Health to open a 
Convenient Care site in 
Ware is not one which is 
helpful to the towns and the 
community. 

Bourcier said the Friends 
of Mary Lane Hospital 
are also trying to have the 
Community Foundation 
of Western Mass, based in 
Springfield, take over as 
trustee of the Lewis Gilbert 
Trust. 

MARY LANE from page 1

EAST BROOKFIELD 
– People can now bring 
used clothing donations 
to Second Chance Animal 
Services East Brookfield or 
North Brookfield locations. 

Second Chance has part-
nered with St. Pauly Textile 
Inc. to provide a wood-
frame clothing drop-off 
shed for community use. 
The sheds are designed to 
give community members a 
uniquely clean, convenient 
and well-cared-for option to 
donate their used linens and 
clothing to. St. Pauly Textile 
Inc. partners with business-
es and various organizations 
to distribute donated items 
both here in the U.S. and 
worldwide, where they’re 
ultimately re-worn by peo-
ple, who need them. Second 
Chance receives funding for 
donated clothing and addi-
tionally has the option to 
use donated items like tow-
els and blankets to care for 
pets.

With over 1,600 cloth-
ing drop-off sheds in place, 
St. Pauly Textile Inc. col-
lects over 175,000 pounds 
of clothing a day and esti-
mates that this clothing ends 
up in 44 different countries 
including the U.S. yearly. In 
2024, the company was able 
to help keep over 64 million 
articles of clothing out of 
landfills, which clothed an 
estimated 7.8 million people 
worldwide. The company 
was founded in 1996 and is 
an A+ rated member of the 
Better Business Bureau.

Accepted items: clothing, 
shoes, belts, purses, towel, 
blankets, sheets, curtains, 
pillowcases and stuffed ani-
mals. The donation sheds 
are located at the Second 
Chance Adoption Center, 
111 Young Road, East 
Brookfield and the North 
Brookfield Community 
Veterinary Hospital, 372 
North Main Street, North 
Brookfield.

Second Chance is 
seeking clothing and 
linens donations

Country Bank appoints Christopher Stevens 

examine how they are treat-
ing their people, the people 
whom God created. 

The world knows that 
God is a good and compas-
sionate God. The question 
is whether this world is will-
ing to align its values and 
actions with the character 
and vision of God. We all 

have many opportunities to 
do good and to seek justice 
and to rescue the oppressed 
in our own lives and com-
munities. 

As children of God, 
it is our calling to follow 
the prophecies of old, but 
most of all, we have the life 
and example of Christ, our 
Savior to follow and aspire 
to, and to live by. We are 

called to repent and to turn 
to God, so God will not get 
tired of our ways and see us 
as a burden and turn away 
from us. We must be a light 
in our own homes, in our 
neighborhoods, and here at 
church we are called to con-
sistently align our values, 
our thoughts and actions 
with that of God. 

May God help us come 

together to do good, to seek 
and do what is right and just 
and save the oppressed from 
their suffering. God bless 
you. 

Amen.

Pastor Margaret Keyser
Barre Congregational 
Church
30 Park St., Barre

Country Bank, a leading 
full-service financial insti-
tution serving Central and 
Western Massachuset ts ,  
announces the appointment 
of Christopher Stevens as 
its new First Vice President, 
C o m p l i a n c e  a n d  C R A 
Officer. 

Steven’s extensive back-
ground in regulatory com-
pliance and community 
reinvestment will strength-
en the bank’s commitment 
to integrity, customer trust, 
and community impact. 
“We are excited to welcome 
Christopher to the Country 
Bank team,” said Miriam 
Siegel, Chief Culture and 
Development Officer. “His 

extensive knowledge and 
expertise in Compliance and 
CRA are already making a 
meaningful impact, playing 
a pivotal role in supporting 
our continued growth and 
our commitment to respon-
sible banking. With decades 
of experience and a prov-
en ability to navigate com-
plex regulatory landscapes, 
Christopher’s leadership 
aligns seamlessly with our 
dedication to the communi-
ties we serve and our core 
values of Integrity, Service, 
Teamwork, Excellence, and 
Prosperity.”

He brings over 25 years 
of experience in the finan-
cial services industry, includ-

ing his most recent role as 
Senior Associate at KPMG 
in Boston. There, he assist-
ed large financial institu-
tions with their highest-pri-
ority consumer compliance 
initiatives, helping clients 
strengthen internal audits, 
monitoring and testing pro-
grams, lending reviews, and 
regulatory remediation.

His extensive professional 
background includes serving 
as a retail branch manager, 
a bank compliance examin-
er at both state and federal 
agencies, and a subject mat-
ter expert in compliance. 
He has led numerous com-
pliance reviews covering the 
Home Mortgage Disclosure 

Act (HMDA), Community 
Reinvestment Act (CRA), 
Truth in Lending (TIL), 
the Real Estate Settlement 
Procedures Act (RESPA), 
Flood Protection Act, Fair 
Lending (ECOA), and Unfair 
Deceptive Acts and Practices 
(UDAAP), among others.

“I am honored to join 
Country Bank and con-
tribute to its longstanding 
commitment to its custom-
ers and communities,” said 
Christopher Stevens. “I look 
forward to working with the 
talented team here to ensure 
we maintain the highest stan-
dards of regulatory compli-
ance and community rein-
vestment.”

www.turley.com
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Classifieds
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
PREMIUM SCREENED TOPSOIL 
from 2 to 100 yards. $20/yd. plus delivery. 
413-267-3827.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN SERVICES, 30 years ex-
perience. Laminate flooring, carpet repair 
and installation, painting, patch work. Stor-
age Solutions. Call 413-777-3376.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned, 

Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

TUNE-UPS

Town of Blandford 
Town of Blandford is hiring a 

PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT 

to the Assessors. Duties include adminis-
trative support for daily operations of the 
Assessors’ office. Pay: $18–$20/hr, based 
on experience. Communication, customer 
service, organizational, and tech skills re-
quired. Send cover letter and resume to::

dhopson@townofblandford.com.

Town of Blandford 
is seeking a fulltime ASSISTANT
 TREASURER/COLLECTOR. 
Pay range $29.50-$37.50/hour. 

Please visit our website for full job
 description. 

Submit resume to Administrator@
townofblandford.com

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an oil 
truck driver. $40,000-$60,000 full time. 
Squier will provide CDL school for the right 
candidate! Email: squieroil@verizon.
net. Call 413-267-3184 or visit us at 5 
Squier Ave., Monson, MA. Monday-Friday.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
WILBRAHAM HOUSING

AUTHORITY
The Wilbraham Housing Authority seeks 
highly qualified applicants for the position 
of Executive Director. Responsibilities in-
clude the administration of 69 Chapter 
667 Elderly housing units and 9 Chapter 
705 Family housing units. The Executive 
Director reports to a five-member Board of 
Commissioners.  Work schedule shall be 
a minimum of 22 hours per week during 
normal business hours, flexible as need-
ed. The estimated salary range $46,177.00 
To $54,326.00 is based on the Executive 
Office of Housing & Livable Communities’ 
Executive Director Salary Schedule.
The ideal candidate must have  two years’ 
experience in a housing, community devel-
opment, public administration or a closely 
related field. Knowledge of the principles 
and practices of housing management, 
finances and maintenance systems in 
public or private housing. Excellent written 
and verbal communication skills required.  
Willingness to work with people of various 
socio-economic backgrounds. Must be 
bondable. Certification as a Public Hous-
ing Manager from an approved organiza-
tion desired, and may be substituted as a 
property manager or similar classification 
by a nationally recognized housing or real 
estate organization such as an EOHLC-ap-
proved Massachusetts Public Housing Ad-
ministrator Certification Program or HUD. 
Two-year full time post-secondary educa-
tion in a related field may substitute for up 
to one year of experience. Applications will 
be accepted until 12pm, August 29, 2025. 
Please submit cover letter, resume and 
contact information for 3 references to:
Mr. Peter Manolakis, Chairman Ex-
ecutive Director Search Commit-
tee, Wilbraham Housing Authority, 
88 Stony Hill Road, Wilbraham, MA 
01095. Contact: Peter Manolakis 
(413) 519-8195
Wilbraham Housing Authority is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer

The Town of Huntington is seeking a 
part-time Town Hall Floater/Select-
board Administrative Assistant/As-
sistant Town Clerk.  $20-$22 per hour 
based on experience. 15 hours per week.  
Application and complete job description 
are available online at www.hunting-
tonma.us or by emailing admin@hun-
tingtonma.us. Position is open until 
filled.  
Town of Huntington is an Equal Opportu-
nity Employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage electron-
ics, jewelry, coins, watches, military 
cameras, sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio 
equipment, audio equipment, toys, 
one item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 
413-206-8688.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

(413) 687-5552

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair

Steps, Patios
Stone Veneer
Brick Work

Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
frenchyn@gmail.com

MASONRY

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON



Page 18 • Barre Gazette •August 21, 2025

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

LABOR DAY SALE!!!
DON’T BUY UNTIL YOU SEE US!!!

E-BIKE SALE!!! 
100’S OF A/C’S & HUMIDIFIERS!
GIANT BIKE SALE!!!

GIANT SIDEWALK SALE!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

SEE FLYER INSIDE!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING 
$689,900  

21-22 Beach Drive
West Brookfield, MA

Lakefront living at 
it’s  best on fully 

recreational
Lake Wickaboag!

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

Every Month Special Treat Box
Available For Sale at the Cafe

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

ARE IN!ARE IN!
PEACHESPEACHES

FARMSTAND IS NOW OPEN!!!

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

PEACHESPEACHES

PICK FALL RASPBERRIES
CIDER DONUTSCIDER DONUTS

   Labor Day    Labor Day 
WeekendWeekend

2026 Norwegian 
Cruise Line
Bermuda and Nova Scotia 
– Call Today

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Oct. 4 ......... Stockbridge – Rockwell Museum .............$120
Oct. 18 ....... Turkey Train ................................................$175
Dec. 7 ........ Water for Elephants at PPAC ....................$120
March 11 ... Tropical Costa Rica ..........................from $3569
May 2026 .. 8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ...from $1699

“The Finest Quality at Reasonable Prices”

The Most
Advanced Lens

Designs Available
Frames to Fit Any Budget

Large Selection of 
Designer Frames 

For All Ages

SUNGLASSES
Maui Jim • Ray Ban

at Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center

1504 N. Main St., Palmer, MA
413-283-3511

362 Sewall St., Ludlow, MA
413-589-1806

Expert guidance in selecting the right frame with the best fit 
& lenses for every lifestyle.

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications

BUYLINE 
CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette 
& Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 
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Workshop13 presents 7th Annual
Northeast Fine Arts Exhibition Aug. 23

WARE – The seventh annu-
al juried Northeast Fine Arts 
Exhibition opens on Saturday, 
Aug. 23 with a reception from 
1-4 p.m.

Awards will be announced 
at 3 p.m., including a $1,000 
Best in Show Award. This 
annual exhibition of realism 
is held in the unique Grand 
Hall gallery of Workshop13, 
a non-profit cultural arts and 
learning center located at 13 
Church St.

The 7th Annual Northeast 
Fine Arts Exhibition will be on 
display from Aug. 23 to Sept. 
7 and can be visited on Fridays 
from 4-7 p.m. and Saturdays 
and Sundays from 1-4 p.m. 
This year’s exhibition gathers 
more than 100 works by artists 
throughout the northeastern 
U.S.

The juror for the 7th annu-
al NEFAE is David Gray. 
Gray’s award-winning works 
have been covered by major 

art publications including 
Southwest Art, Art of the West, 
and American Art Collector. 
His signature style reveals a 
personal and contemporary 
expression of beauty and order 
which pays homage to Western 
European Classical Tradition 
in its craftsmanship.

About Workshop13
Workshop13  Cu l tu r a l 

Arts and Learning Center is a 
rural non-profit arts innovator 
located in Ware, and devoted 

to increasing the appreciation 
and accessibility of the arts, 
strengthening the creative life 
of our community through 
instruction, collaborations, and 
arts-based initiatives.

“Yet  We S leep,  We 
Dream” by Eliza Moser 
was the Best in Show 
award-winner from the 
6th annual Northeast 
Fine Arts Exhibition.

Quabbin Days will  be held on October 10-13
Celebrating the 
beauty and heritage of 
the Quabbin Region

B E L C H E R T O W N  – 
This fall, the Friends of the 
Quabbin invite residents 
and visitors alike to discov-
er the beauty, history, and 
importance of the Quabbin 
Reservoir during Quabbin 
Days (www.quabbindays.org), 
a celebration of the region’s 
role as both a critical drink-
ing water supply and one of 
New England’s most scenic 
outdoor destinations. 

Quabbin Days will be held 
the holiday weekend of Oct. 
10-13.

Tak ing  p l ace  i n  t he 
Quabbin Region (www.quab-
bindays.org/quabbinregion), 
which is made up of the 
dozen towns in the Quabbin 
Watershed, Quabbin Days is 
a community-driven initiative 
designed to raise awareness 
about the Quabbin as the pri-
mary water source for 2.7 mil-
lion Massachusetts residents, 
and a breathtaking landscape 
that offers world-class hiking, 
fishing, birdwatching, and 
photography opportunities. 

“Most people don’t real-
ize that one of the most pris-
tine and carefully protected 
water supplies in the country 
is also an incredible place to 
explore,” said Ed Comeau of 
the Friends of the Quabbin. 
“Quabbin Days is about 
encouraging people to connect 
with this resource as a place 
of remarkable natural beauty 
and cultural history by explor-
ing the Quabbin Trail(www.
quabbindays.org/quabbintrail) 
that connects these towns.”

Held during the peak 
o f  fa l l  fo l i age  season , 
Oct. 10-13, Quabbin Days 

encourages towns, business-
es, and organizations within 
the Quabbin Region to host 
events, walks, tours, and open 
houses that spotlight what this 
area has to offer. 

Participation is informal 
and flexible: anyone can con-
tribute an event, and visitors 
can plan their own adventures 
through www.QuabbinDays.
org, which offers a growing 
calendar and interactive map 
of the region.

The Quabbin Reservoir, 
created in the 1930s, is one of 
the largest man-made public 
water supplies in the United 

States.  Managed by the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Conservation and Recreation 
and the Massachusetts Water 
Resources Authority, the res-
ervoir and surrounding lands 
form a protected ecosystem 
that supports wildlife and 
clean water while offering 
miles of trails and stunning 
vistas.

Whether you’re a hiker, 
angler, nature photographer, 
or history enthusiast, Quabbin 
Days is your invitation to 
rediscover, or discover for the 
first time, this extraordinary 
region.

To learn more, plan your 
visit, or submit an event, visit 
www.QuabbinDays.org.

About Friends of the 
Quabbin

T h e  F r i e n d s  o f  t h e 
Quabbin is a nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to promot-
ing the natural, cultural, and 
historical significance of the 
Quabbin Region. Through 
advocacy, education, and 
community partnerships, the 
organization works to pro-
tect the watershed and share 
its stories with future gener-
ations.


