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Veterans receive

BARRE – Ten veterans 
received Quilts of Valor 
at a ceremony held in the 
Senior Center on Saturday, 
July 11.

The senior center quilt-
ing group made all the 
quilts. Members of the 
Barre Senior Center quilt-
ing group included Eileen 
Bohigian, Linda Eastwood, 
Pam Hinck ley,  Ca thy 
Miknait is ,  Ann Mitus, 

Carole Stanley and Judy 
Wypych.

The mission of  the 
Quilts of Valor Foundation 
i s  t o  c ove r  S e r v i c e 
Members and Veterans 
touched by war with com-
fort ing heal ing Quil ts 
of Valor. Quilts of Valor 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  S t a t e 
C o o r d i n a t o r,  T h e r e s a 
Pereault officiated at the 
ceremony.

Turley Publications Photos by Ellenor Downer

Dennis G. Fleming, Massachusetts Army National 
Guard, gets wrapped in his Quilt of Valor quilt 
with help from his sister, left and Quilts of Valor 
Massachusetts State Coordinator Theresa 
Pereault at a cermony held at the Barre Senior 
Center on Saturday, July 11. A story and photos 
of some of the recipients appeared in the July 23 
edition. Photos of the remaining recipients will 
appear in the next edition.

Pamela J. Gonsalves, U.S. Marines, gets wrapped 
in her Quilt of Valor quilt with help from Betty Jo 
O’Brien, Senior Center Director and a U.S. Air Force 
veteran, from left and Theresa Pereault.

David R. Hardaker. U.S. Seabees, gets wrapped 
in his Quilt of Valor quilt with help from his wife, 
Anne Hardaker and Theresa Pereault. Ten veterans 
received Quilts of Valor at the July 11 ceremony. 

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer

zachf@turley.com

H U B B A R D S T O N  – 
Hubbardston will be open-
ing another search for a town 
administrator, as the Select 
Board held a special meet-
ing last Monday to post the 
job description for an interim 
town administrator. 

According to the board, 
they are looking for a three to 
six month option. 

As of the July 20 meeting, 
interim Town Administrator 
Sean Fitzgerald was still 
employed by the town. He 
was hired in January of this 
year to serve a term ending 
on June 30 while the board 
looked for a permanent town 
administrator. 

The board opened up a 
search committee in March 
in anticipation of the end of 
Fitzgerald’s term. The com-
mittee brought forward three 
candidates in May, including 
Elizabeth Kazinskas, Allyson 
Mitchell and Alex Magee. 

Following the interviews 
of these candidates on May 
15, the board voted to offer 
the job to Magee. After about 
a month of contract negotia-
tions with him, he accepted a 
position in another town. 

On June 29, the board 
extended Fitzgerald’s term 
until the end of December. 

However, at the July 20 
meeting of the Select Board, 
chair Katie Young said as 

Town administrator 
position posted

Override fails for  
DPW truck purchase

BARRE – Town Clerk 
Ellen Glidden announced the 
unofficial Tuesday, July 28 
special election results .

There was one question 
on the ballot which sought 
eeemption from Proposition 2 
½ for the amount to purchase 
a 10-wheeled dump truck 
for the Dpeartment of Public 
Works. It failed to pass.

Two hundred fourteen (118 
precinct 1 and 96 precinct 2) 
voted no and 170 (89 precinct 
1 and 81 precinct 2) voted 
yes. 

Voter turnout for the spe-

cial election was 8.67% with 
384 (207 precinct 1 and 177 
precinct 2) of the town’s total 
4,428 (2,170 precinct 1 and 
2,258 precinct 2) casting bal-
lots. 

Of the total 384 ballots 
cast 21 (16 precinct 1 and 5 
precinct 2) were by absentee 
ballots and 60 (38 precinct 1 
and 22 precinct 2) by early 
voting. Two absentee bal-
lots, one from each precinct, 
were not returned and 40  
(27 precinct 1 and 13 pre-
cinct 2) early ballots were not 
returned.

Select Board hears updates on 
parking and recent break-ins
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

HARDWICK – Police 
Chief Kevin Landine attend-
ed the Select Board meeting 
Monday to discuss illegal 
parking near Rose 32 Bakery 
along with a recent incident 
of vehicle break-ins in the 
Wheelwright village of town.

During the last Select 
Board meeting, a resident 
raised concerns about safety 
risks as a result of cars park-
ing near the bakery, noting 
there are signs that prohib-
it it. Landine said he under-
stands the concerns, but 
parking on that stretch of 
road had been common for 
many years, and there were 
only signs put up around 
2020 at the order of the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation. 

Landine said officers 
will move cars along when 
possible, and an officer was 
handing out warning parking 
tickets between the last meet-
ing and the July 27 meeting, 
but there are cases where the 
officer has their blue lights 
on and motorists still park 
along the road. 

He said the police are 
doing what they can to help 
the issue. 

He said there is another 
issue with motorists parking 

at the municipal building to 
access the bakery, since there 
is no crosswalk between the 
two buildings, and there are 
also residents living in the 
apartments on Main Street 
who regularly walk and do 
not have a crosswalk to use. 

L a n d i n e  s u g g e s t e d 
the board send a letter to 
MassDOT highlighting these 
concerns, along with con-
cerns about getting better sig-
nage. He said MassDOT did 
not allow painting the road 
because of a state or federal 
law. 

Another suggestion from 
the board was to allow park-
ing on the side of the road 
the bakery is not on.

Landine also gave an 
update on some vehicle 
break-ins in Wheelwright 
on the weekend of July 18, 
where 11 cars were broken 
into including one car stolen. 
He said the perpetrators were 
likely driving a stolen car out 
of New Britain, Connecticut, 
and they wear masks and 
gloves to conceal evidence. 

Landine said they also 
have a juvenile drive the 
cars so traffic charges get 
dropped .  Accord ing  to 
Landine, there was an arrest 
made on Route 20 recently 
where two of the three perpe-
trators were detained. 

He urged residents to lock 
their doors, saying the perpe-
trators only target unlocked 
vehicles. 

Public comment guidelines
The board opted to not 

allow public comments for 
this meeting, but discussed 
how the session can be man-
aged more effectively in the 
future. Board members said 
the last meeting got out of 
control with personal attacks. 

Select Board Chair Jeff 
Schaaf said he was reluc-
tant to take public com-
ment away. According to 
Town Administrator Justine 
Caggiano, some other towns 
limit speakers to two minutes 
each, along with limiting the 
time of the public comment 
session. 

Warrant policy
The board continued dis-

cussions on the signing of 
financial warrants, with 
Select Board Vice-Chair 
William Tinker saying two 
out of the three board mem-
bers should be required to 
sign the warrants, since they 
require a majority vote of 
the Select Board. He also 
brought up that the warrants 
need to be signed by 3 p.m. 
on Wednesdays and they 
sometimes do not show up 
until noon, giving the board 
only three hours to analyze 
and sign them. 

He said two signatures is 
acceptable and one should be 
only in emergencies. 

Tinker also said he is not 
being consistently included 
on email chains concerning 
warrants and other Select 
Board business. 

Caggiano noted the short 

Meetinghouse Committee
discussed building repairs
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

H U B B A R D S TO N  – 
The First Meetinghouse 
Preservation Committee met 
last Tuesday where they dis-
cussed repairs that are need-
ed for the building, and cost 
estimates members have 
received. 

Committee member Betty 
Ann Sharp said she met with 
Department of Public Works 
Director Travis Brown along 
with two companies to get 
quotes on needed areas of 
repair such as water infiltra-
tion. Sharp said a company 
called Groundworks gave a 

verbal estimate of $75,000-
$100,000 for the repairs 
while another company 
called  Erickson Foundation 
Solutions quoted the repairs 
at $67,000. 

Sharp said both of the 
companies gave general-
ly the same information, 
including part of the floor 
needing to be removed 
because there is a small 
crawlspace that  makes 
access difficult. Sharp said 
the size of the space is about 
41 feet by 63 feet, and the 
next step is to engage a 
structural engineer. 

C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r 
Gary Kangas noted there 
was another church on 

Pitcherville Road that had 
a water problem, and they 
filled the space with con-
crete. 

Other committee mem-
bers, including Sharp, noted 
the wood floors are his-
toric, with member Susan 
Worth saying there is a 
preservation restriction on 
the building. Committee 
member Katie Young also 
noted water can still make it 
through concrete. 

Another issue brought up 
was water flow, and mak-
ing sure it is redirected from 
the building. The commit-

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer

zachf@turley.com

RUTLAND – The Select 
Board seated nine mem-
bers to a newly approved 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act commission, which was 
formed following the May 9 
annual town meeting. 

According to a post 
made on the town website 
(rutlandma.gov), the ADA 
commission must consist 
of a majority of members 
with a disability, a member 
who is the immediate family 
member of someone with a 

disability and a town offi-
cial, elected or appointed. 
The maximum number of 
members for Rutland’s com-
mission is 13. 

Some of the applicants 
attended the July 20 meet-
ing, including Christine 
Drolet, who said her hus-
band has hearing difficulty 
and requires special consid-
erations for his work as a 
firefighter, and she is look-
ing to help out others with 
disabilities. 

A similar sentiment was 
shared by applicant Ian 
Campbell, who said he is 
looking forward to not only 

advocating for people with 
disabilities, but to informing 
the public. He said disabili-
ty is something that affects 
everyone. 

George Farrington is 
another newly appointed 
member to the commission. 
Farrington said he is a brain 
tumor survivor, and has 
spent 11 years as a disability 
advocate and inclusion lead-
er. Jenna Leary is another 
member who attended the 
meeting, who said she has 
a daughter with a disability, 
and is looking to make sure 

Nine ADA Commission members
appointed by Rutland Select Board

See RUTLAND, page 7
See HARDWICK, 

page 6

See MEETINGHOUSE, 
page 6

See TOWN 
ADMINSTRATOR, page 6

Quilts of Valor
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edowner@turley.com

Barre Dining Center
BARRE — Elder Services of 

Worcester Area Nutrition Program 
welcomes guests to dine at the Barre 
Senior Center, 557 South Barre Road. 
The following meals will be served for 
the week of Aug. 3. Lunches are back 
at the senior center, but require a pre-
sign up. Volunteers are needed at the 
Barre dining site. Volunteers are need-
ed for Meals on Wheels (mileage reim-
bursement) and in the kitchen. People 
should contact 978-355-5027.    

MONDAY –  Vegetable cheese 
bake, seasoned potatoes, green beans, 
fresh fruit, whole wheat bread

TUESDAY –  Ranch chicken, veg-
gie couscous, spinach, Rice Krispy 
Treat, pumpernickel bread

WEDNESDAY – Hot dog, baked 

beans, Coleslaw, baked apples, mus-
tard, hot dog bun

THURSDAY –  Braised beef, 
mashed potatoes, green beans, blueber-
ry streusel cake, diet = cookies, Italian 
bread

FRIDAY –  Jambalaya, rice pilaf, 
mixed vegetables, Mandarin oranges, 
marble rye bread

*Higher sodium entree Meal 
includes milk and margarine. Menus 
are subject to change. All meals are 
served at about 11:45 a.m. each week-
day. Reservations should be made the 
day before by calling 978-355-5027 
before 10:30 a.m. The donation of 
$3.00 per meal helps keep the program 
running.  

National Night Out set for Aug. 4
National Night Out takes place Tuesday, 

Aug. 4 from 4-7 p.m. at Quabbin Regional 
High School, 800 South St., Barre. This is 
an annual community-building campaign 
that promotes police-community partner-
ships and neighborhood camaraderie to 
make our neighborhoods safer, more car-
ing places to live. Businesses and programs 
from the Quabbin Community are invited 
to participate. If they are interested in set-
ting up at this fun family event, they should 
complete a short form, which is found by 
visiting www.QuabbinCommunityCares.org. 
National Night Out enhances the relation-
ship between neighbors while bringing back 
a true sense of community. Furthermore, it 
provides a great way to bring communities 
together to showcase the opportunities that 
are available in our region for children and 
families. This event is intended to be a free 
family event, with activities and fun to intro-
duce children and families to what hobbies, 
groups, fun, safety systems and varied sup-
ports are available in the Quabbin Region. 
Quabbin Community Cares, formerly known 
as Q-DRUG, will be providing hotdogs for 
families who attend, and invite local restau-
rants to join them in providing free taste tests.

Purple Heart Day 
A Purple Heart Day Ceremony  takes 

place Friday, Aug. 7 at  9 a.m. at Barre Plains 
Prisoner of War Corners,  Barre. Purple Heart 
Day is observed on Aug. 7 each year and is a 
time for Americans to pause to remember and 
honor the brave men and women who were 
either wounded on the battlefield or paid 
the ultimate sacrifice with their lives. Purple 
Heart Day is also known as National Purple 
Heart Day, Purple Heart Recognition Day 
and Purple Heart Appreciation Day. Purple 
Heart Towns across Massachusetts typical-
ly hold official ceremonies and flag-raising 
on or around Aug. 7 to recognize the date 
in 1782 when General George Washington 
created the Badge of Military Merit. Barre is 
officially designated as a Purple Heart Town, 
a title recognizing local combat-wounded 
veterans and honoring their sacrifices.

Quabbin Community Band
Sunday, Aug 2. beginning at 6 p.m. the 

Quabbin Community Band hosts a world 
premiere performance at the Harding Allen 
Bandstand of “Pakachoag Hill March,” 
written and conducted by QCB band mem-
ber Peter Pasierb on the Harding Allen 
Bandstand, located on the Common in Barre 
Center. In case of rain, concerts move to the 
Barre Town Hall, Exchange Street.

Nornay Park concerts
Nornay Park, Main Street in South Barre 

hosts The Other Guys on Saturday, Aug. 
8 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. The final concert is 
Saturday, Aug. 22 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. with 
Alive’n Kickin.’ The Barre Lions Club runs 
a concession stand at these concerts. The 
concerts are supported in part by the Barre 
Cultural Council and the Barre Recreation 
Committee.

Town wide yard sale set for Aug. 22
The town wide yard sale sponsored by 

the Oakham Historical Association will be 
held Saturday, Aug. 22 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m.. 
To be on the map, people should send $15 
to Oakham Historical Association. P.O. Box 
236, Oakham, MA 00168. Checks must be 
received by Monday, Aug. 17 to be placed 
on the map.  People may call Kathy Young at 
508–882–3137 with any questions.

Glass dish at senior center                         
A while back Oakham seniors enjoyed a 

delicious and beautifully arranged lemon and 
blueberries tortes. The empty glass dish is 
available in the Senior Center room located in 
the lower level of the Oakham Town Hall for 
the owner to pick it up.

29th Annual GABB Memorial
 Golf Tournament

The 29th Annual GABB Memorial Golf 
Tournament takes place Monday, Aug. 10 
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at Quail Hollow Golf and 
Country Club, Old Turnpike Road, Oakham. 
Registration is $100 per person or $400 for 
a team of four and includes 18 holes of golf, 
a cart and Italian buffet. Registration and 
putting contest is 7:30-9 a.m. A Florida style 
shotgun start is at 9 a.m. An Italian buffet, 
silent auction, raffle prizes and awards are 
at 2 p.m. Checks should be made out toe 
the Oakham Congregational Church and 
mailed to Oakham Congregational Church, 
4 Coldbrook Road, Unit 12, Oakham, MA 
01068. For more information, people may 
call either Dawn Thistle at 774-479-6697 or 
George Paradis at 508-882-3068.

This family-oriented tournament has raised 
thousands of dollars for local charities (2025: 
over $14,000) in memory of four beloved 
community members: Gretchen Nahkala, Art 
Gray, Bob Tyck and Bob Lajoie. Tournament 
play is followed by a delicious banquet and 
lots of raffles and prizes.   

Senior Center news
Blood pressure clinic will be held 

Thursday,  Aug. 13 at 11:15 a.m. in the 
Senior Center, located in the lower level of 
Town Hall, 2 Coldbrook Road. The monthly 
Council on Aging meeting takes place on 
Friday, Aug. 14 at noon in the voting room of 
Town Hall.

Podiatry clinic meets Monday, Aug. 
17,and Monday Aug. 25,from 9 a.m.-2:30 
p.m. by appointment only.  People should call 
508-882-4073 to schedule an appointment. 
Lunch Bunch is meeting at The Flight Deck 
at Southbridge Airport on Friday, Aug. 21 
at 12:30 p.m. People should call 508-882-
4073 to sign up and make reservations. Blood 
pressure/glucose screening clinic takes place 
Tuesday Aug. 25 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. no 
appointment is required. The COA will be 
hosting a Labor Day cookout Friday, Sept. 4 
at 12:30 p.m. People should call the Senior 
Center at 508-882-4073 call to sign up for an 
accurate head count. 

Ongoing activities include puzzling 
Monday through Thursday at 9 a.m., reg-
ularly scheduled yoga Tuesdays at 1 p.m., 
Zumba Gold in New Braintree Town Hall 
Wednesdays at 8:45 a.m. $3 per class and 
Functional fitness class Fridays in New 
Braintree Town Hall at 10:30 a.m., $3 per 
class Walking groups and weigh in on 
Thursdays at noon. 

Congregate hot meals
Congregate hot meals are held Monday 

through Thursday at 11:15 a.m. Reservations 
are needed at least two days in advance and 
can be made through the Congregate Meal 
Coordinator from 9 a.m.-12.15 p.m. by call-
ing 508-882-4072. 

OAKHAM
by Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

Attorneys Lori Granat  

and Michelle Murray  
have moved to Worcester. 

Now accepting new  
clients at:
RUDOLF SMITH LLP 
(508) 425-6330

446 Main Street, Suite 1503 
Worcester, MA 

www.mvsllp.com The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

Submitted photo

BARRE – The Quabbin 
Community Band features 
a world premiere perfor-
mance at the Harding Allen 
Bandstand of “Pakachoag 
Hill March” on their Aug. 2 
program, written and con-
ducted by QCB band mem-
ber Peter Pasierb. 

The piece was com-
posed for the centennial of 
Dr. Robert H. Goddard’s 
first launch of a liquid-pro-
pelled rocket in Auburn.. 
Pasierb holds a Master’s 

Degree in Music Education 
from the University of 
Massachusetts and has 
been teaching music at 
the elementary level in the 
Worcester school system 
since 2009. 

He has been a member 
of the Quabbin Community 
Band for two seasons, 
performing primarily on 
saxophone. The theme 
for Sunday’s concert is, 
“Hats Off To Broadway” 
and will feature selections 

from the following shows: 
“My Fair Lady,” “Beauty 
and the Beast,” “Ragtime,” 
“South Pacific,” “Phantom 
of the Opera,” “Chicago,” 
“A l a d d i n ”  a n d  “ L e s 
Miserables.” 

All summer concerts 
begin at 6 p.m. Should 
there be rain on any 
Sunday evening, the con-
certs are moved indoors 
to the Barre Town Hall, 
Exchange Street.

Quabbin Community Band to present 
World Premiere Performance Aug. 2

Finnish Heritage Society hosts 
‘Coffee with the Finns’ on Aug. 23

RU T L A N D  –  T h e 
Finnish Heritage Society 
Sovittaja, Finn Park Road, 
will host Coffee with the 
Finns on Sunday, Aug. 23 
at 2 p.m. 

Finns are the world’s 
heaviest coffee drinkers, 
averaging 3-4 cups daily, 
with consumption so vital 
to the culture that the law 
mandates two daily coffee 
breaks for workers.

They know their coffee 
and invite everyone to join 
us on August 23 at 2 p.m. 
at their park.

There will be coffee 

imported from Finland and 
Finnish foods including: 
homemade pulla or nisu, 
coffee bread; rye bread; 
cheese and butter; cook-
ies; Karelian piirakkas and 
other treats.

Featured speaker Lisa 
Tarkiainen Steele will 
speak about traditional 
Finnish egg coffee. She is 
a fifth-generation chicken 
keeper, author, Maine mas-
ter gardener and “coop to 
kitchen” cook. 

She has been featured 
on The View, Martha 
Knows Best on HGTV and 

her own show, Welcome to 
My Farm on PBS/Create 
TV. 

After a brief presenta-
tion she will be available 
to answer questions about 
raising fowl, cooking and 
gardening. Lisa grew up in 
Central Massachusetts and 
currently lives in Maine.

This program is sup-
ported by the Finnish 
H e r i t a g e  S o c i e t y 
Sovittaja’s culture fund. 
There is no charge, but 
donations will be appreci-
ated.

 

The Other Guys to 
perform Aug. 8

SOUTH BARRE – The Other Guys 
Saturday, Aug. 8 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at 
Nornay Park, Main Street. 

The final concert, Alive’n Kickin’ is 
Saturday, Aug. 22 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. The 
Barre Lions Club will run a concession stand 
for the concerts. The concerts are supported 
in part by the Barre Cultural Council and the 
Barre Recreation Committee.

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications

Corrections policy
The Barre Gazette will gladly correct factual errors 

that appear in this paper. Corrections or clarifications 
will always appear on Page 2. To  request a correction, 
send information to Editor Ellenor Downer at 
edowner@turley.com or call 413-283-8393. Corrections 
may also be requested in writing at Barre Gazette, 24 
Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069.

PETERSHAM – The Petersham 
Brass Band performs its last concert 
of the season Sunday, Aug. 2 at 7 
p.m. on the bandstand on Petersham 
Common, Route 32.

Sunday’s performance marks the 
band’s 864th concert since being 

formed in 1914. Joseph Gougen 
directs  the band.  

Concerts are held rain or shine. In 
the event of rain, the concert moves 
inside to the Town Hall. The Lions 
Club sells popcorn.

Petersham Brass Band performs Aug. 2
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PUBLIC 
MEETINGS

BARRE
Quabbin Regional School District 

Committee – July 30 at 6:30 p.m.
Felton Field Commission – Aug. 4 at 

6::30 p.m. 
Planning Board – Aug. 4 at 7 p.m.
Council of Aging – Aug. 5 at 12:30 

p.m.
Water Commission – Aug. 10 at 5:30 

p.m.
DPW Commission – Aug. 10 at 6 p.m.
Cable Advisory Committee – Aug. 11 

at 7 p.m.
Conservation Committee – Aug. 11 at 

7 p.m.
Library Trustees –– Aug. 12 at 6:30 

p.m.
Barre Housing Authority – Aug. 12 at 

1 p.m. 
Barre Common Oversight Committee 

– Aug. 13 at 5 p.m.
Cemetery Commission – Aug. 27 at 

11 a.m.

HARDWICK
Council on Aging – Aug. 5 at 12:30 

p.m.
Paige Library Trustees – Aug. 6 at 7 

p.m.
Gilbertville Public Library – Aug. 12 

at 3 p.m.
Town Meeting – Aug. 12 at 6:30 p.m.
Master Plan Steering Committee – 

Aug. 13 at 6:30 p.m.
Capital Planning Committee – Aug. 

17 at 3 p.m.
Conservation Commission – Aug. 19 

at 6:30 p.m..

HUBBARDSTON
Open Space Committee – July 30 at 

7:15 p.m.
Select Board – Aug. 3 at 6:30 p.m.
Local Emergency Management 

Planning Committee – Aug. 4 at 2 p.m.
Conservation Commission  – Aug. 4 

at 7 p.m.
MPHN/Board of Health – Aug. 5 at 

1 p.m.
Planning Board – Aug. 5 and Aug. 20 

at 6:30 p.m.
Community Preservation Committee 

– Aug. 5 at 7 p.m.
Conservation Commission – Aug. 7 at 

7 p.m.
Board of Library Trustees – Aug. 6 at 

7 p.m.
Cultural Council – Aug. 12 at 7 p.m. 
Council on Aging – Aug. 19 at 4 p.m.
Board of Assessors – Aug. 19 at 6 

p.m.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
Cultural Council – July 30 at 6 p.m.
Cemetery Commission – Aug. 3 at 6 

p.m.
Board of Assessors – Aug. 5 at 9 a.m.
Planning Board – Aug. 12 at 6 p.m. 

and Aug. 19 all day

PETERSHAM
O p e n  S p a c e  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n 

Committee – Aug. 4 at 6 p.m.
Conservation Commission – Aug. 4 at 

7 p.m.
Council on Aging – Aug. 10 at 10:30 

a.m.
Cemetery Commission – Aug. 11 at 

11 a.m.
Board of Assessors – Aug. 14 at 9 

a.m.
Petersham Historic District – Aug. 20 

at 6 p.m.
Select Board – Sept.12 at 9 a.m.

Editorial deadline reminder
Deadline for e-mailed press releases is noon on 

Monday. Deadline for hard copy is noon on Friday. 

Dinghy Dash happens Aug. 22
The ninth annual Dinghy Dash takes place 

on Saturday, Aug. 22 on Brigham Pond at 10 
a.m. This year, there are three categories to 
choose from: single occupant adult, single 
occupant youth and group vessel. People may 
visit the town website at www.hubbardston-
ma.gov for official entry forms and rules. The 
entry deadline is Monday, Aug.17.

Citizen of the Year 
The annual Hubbardston Citizen of the 

Year award nomination window has opened. 
People may place their nomination for 
Hubbardston’s 2026 Citizen of the Year. 
Deadline is Monday, Aug. 31 to submit a 
nominee. To make a nomination, people 
should complete a nomination form. This 
year’s winner will be announced at fall Town 
Meeting, date to be determined and the win-
ner’s name will be engraved on the plaque 
in Town Hall. People should visit https://
hubbardstonma.form.transform.civicplus.
com/49392 to make a nomination. The plaque 
is displayed in the Town Clerk’s office and 
shows winners for the last two years, since 
the Award’s inception in 2024. 

Cable Advisory Committee
Hubbardston’s current cable license is 

expiring and before the town negotiates a 
new agreement, the town needs to determine 
whether the cable company has fulfilled its 
obligations under the current license and 
identify what the town and its residents will 
need over the next ten years. The commit-
tee will gather input from town departments 
and the public, hold a required public hear-
ing and then use that information to negoti-
ate funding, equipment and other terms for 
the new cable license. The Town is seeking 
individuals who are interested in joining the 
Cable Advisory Committee to help ensure 
the town and residents needs are met during 
this renewal process. Anyone interested in 
applying for this important committee should 
fill out an application and it will get sent to 
the Executive Assistant/Select Board. They 
should visit https://hubbardstonma-hubcon-
nect.app.transform.civicplus.com/forms/
hubbardston-appointments?parentTile=Hub-
bRESIDENTS for the application.

Library 5K run/walk
The 29th Annual Hubbardston Library 5K 

run/walk takes place Saturday Sept. 12 at 9 
a.m. sharp, rain or shine. This annual event 
represents more than a quarter century of  
community support for the library, approach-
ing $95,000 raised for ongoing operations. 
The race is an out and back course starting 
and finishing at the Hubbardston Center 
School. Applications for the event will be 
available online at the Hubbardston Library 
website. The registration fee for the fund-
raising event is $25 and $30 for those who 
register after Sunday, Aug. 2. Long sleeve 
cotton race shirts will be provided to the first 
100 registered runners.  Awards to overall 1st 
place Male/Female Runners and Walkers as 
well as medals/prizes to age group winners 
will be provided.  Prizes are possible due to 
the generous donations of local businesses 
and individuals. For additional information 
on this event, interested runners/walkers or 
donors may call Mark Wigler, Race Director 
at 978-928-5120 or email MTWigler@gmail.
com. The 2025 Race/Walk raised over $4,100 
for support of the library’s activities and 
Scholarship Fund. 

Senior Center events
All artists are welcome to attend the art 

HUBBARDSTON
by Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

Work Days & Kids ON TRACK
August 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th

Saturdays 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Next Surplus Equipment Sale

Saturday, August 8th
Pioneer Valley Live Streamers

Southwick, MA

MONTHLY PROGRAM
Tuesday, August 12th

Bill Stephens Editor, Trains Magazine
Interested in more information

amherstrail.org

Operating Since 1965 

1130 S Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069

(413) 267-4555

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing
• Emergency Services
• Firewood $285/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation • 60 Ton Crane

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

Be sure your tires
are ready to go!

Get Ready for Your 

SUMMER VACATION

ORIGINAL 
TIRE CO.

SOUTH ATHOL ROAD, ATHOL 978-249-3477
Mon., Wed., Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.;

Tues. & Thurs. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m. -12 p.m.

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal
 Are you having difficulty communicating 

with your partner, struggling with 
boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Photo by Guy Biechele

Shown here working on site, photographer Guy Biechele is featured at 
a new exhibition at the Petersham Art Center. The public is invited to an 
opening reception with the artist on Sunday, Aug. 2, from 4-6 p.m., at 8 
North St. in Petersham center. 

PETERSHAM – The 
Petersham Art Center, 8 
North St., presents a new 
exhibition by photographer 
Guy Biechele.  

All are invited to join 
the artist for an open-
ing reception of “‘Guy 
Biechele - The Luminous 
Shore: Maine Seacoast in 
Infrared Light” on Sunday, 
Aug. 2, from 4-6  p.m. 

Along with meeting the 
artist and enjoying a gal-
lery full of his recent pho-
tographs, the reception 
offers delicious refresh-
ments and a time to see 
friends and meet new peo-
ple from the area. 

Award winning photog-
rapher and long time Athol 
resident Guy Biechele’s 
work has been exhibited 
in galleries across New 
England and the United 
States along with being 
included in many person-

al collections. His images 
has been featured on book, 
magazine and catalog cov-
ers; in corporate adver-
tising campaigns; and in 
magazine and newspaper 
articles.

Biechele’s vision and 
talent elevates what might 
seem like ordinary land-
scapes to extraordinary and 
evocative ones. 

The Art Center exhibi-
tion will focus on his use of 
infrared photography as a 
method, which transforms 
his exceptional eye for cap-
turing nature’s drama using  
his talent for timing, com-
position, color, and motion 
combined with his techni-
cal perfection, to another 
level of other worldly expe-
rience for the viewer. 

Biechele notes, “I am 
most likely to be photo-
graphing outdoors. My 
favorite subjects include 

New England landscapes, 
Maine coast seascapes, 
lighthouses, architecture 
and wildlife. My goal is 
to better ‘see’ the world 
around me and capture 
New England’s unique 
beauty in a way that can be 
shared and provide inspira-
tion to others.”

The exhibition runs 
through Sunday, Sept. 6. 
Regular Art Center hours 
are  Thursday through 
Sunday noon-to 4 p.m. For 
more information about the 
exhibition and the art cen-
ter, people may call 978-
724-3415. 

S i n c e  1 9 1 2 ,  t h e 
Petersham Art Center, 
located a short distance 
from Petersham Common, 
has been home to regional 
fine art and craft through 
its shop, gallery, classes 
and special events .

Photographer holds exhibition

See HUBBARDSTON,  page 6

Library gets ready for Hardwick Fair
HARDWICK – Paige 

M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y ’s 
Summer Reading program, 
“Dig in and Read,” is 
keeping patrons busy with 
activities and good books. 

There are prizes for 
adults and children who 
keep up with their reading. 
Come join the fun.

Th i s  yea r ’s  t heme 
encourages you to explore 
history, science and culture 
and to dig-in to dinosaurs, 
paleontology, archaeology, 
American history, plants, 
nature and gardening. 

Summer Reading ends 
with a fun filled field day 
on Aug. 22.

T h e  H a r d w i c k 
Community Fair is fast 
approaching. Volunteers 
are preparing books for 
t he  Annua l  F r i ends ’ 
Book Sale, and the Paige 
Memorial Library is where 
to bring entries for the 
Literary Competition. 

Find the entry form 
here: https://www.hard-

wickfair.com/fair-forms. 
Entries can be poet-

ry (free verse or rhyme), 
books (no longer than 20 
pages:  p ic ture /comic/
graphic art, computer gen-
erated and hand-drawn), 
fiction, nonfiction (such 
as editorial, essay, school 
paper, scientific paper, 
biography, editorial, or 
personal perspective piece 
such as blog post or mem-
oir excerpt) submitted by 
children up to 8 years old, 
youth ages 9-12 years old, 
teens ages 13-16 years old, 
and adult, age 17+ years.

Download the form, 
fill it out, deliver it to 
t h e  Pa i g e  M e m o r i a l 
Library, or mail it to: 
Li terary Competi t ion, 
Paige Memorial Library, 
P.O. Box 413, Hardwick, 
MA 01037. All entries, 
mailed or delivered, must 
be received by 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, Aug. 7. Please 
note this is a week earlier 
than the fair weekend.

Come crea te  Fai ry 
Houses on Aug. 4 at 4 
p.m., Aug. 5 at 10:30 a.m. 
and Aug. 6 at 4 p.m. Check 
your house for old jewelry, 
tiny figures, orphaned toys 
and more to make your 
creation personal and spe-
cial. 

Since space is limited 
appointments can be made 
to cut down on wait time 
by calling 413-477-6704.

On Aug.15 come to 
the Hardwick Community 
Fair, the “Oldest Fair in the 
United States” since 1762. 

The Paige Memorial 
Library, 87 Petersham 
Road, will be closed for 
borrowing on Aug. 15 
but will open downstairs 
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. for the 
Annual Book Sale. From 
9 am.-3 p.m. view the 
Hardwick Fair-y Village 
and visit with Ambrosia, 
the Hardwick Vil lage 
Fairy. There will be glitter 
tattoos and face painting 
by Miss Elizabeth. 
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It’s been a fun week in 
the garden! I love it when 
the harvest starts to roll in.  

This week I picked broc-
coli, kale, green beans and 
zucchini. I also replanted a 
few crops in hopes of a sec-
ond harvest prior to the first 
frost.  

Read on to hear about 
my adventures.

You may remember my 
column from a few weeks 
back, where I was having a 
hard time getting “into it” 
this year. I guess like build-
ing any relationship, the 
more time you spend, the 
more time you may want 
to spend as things start to 
progress and go well.  

Anyway, I am happy 
with my garden again and it 
feels good to spend time out 
there. Back to the harvest.

I enjoy harvesting broc-
coli. It’s always fun to see 
just how big you can get the 
heads to grow before they 
want to flower.  

The first one I cut was 
maybe six inches in diam-
eter. Not bad, but the sec-
ond one was closer to nine 
inches. 

More heads will be ready 
in the coming weeks.  After 
that I will be harvesting side 
shoots.  

Th is  year,  cabbage 
moths were kept at bay by 
using a tightly woven bug 
netting draped over the 
plants and supported by 
wire hoops and secured 
at the base by old wooden 
planks or stones. So far so 
good; no worms of any kind 
in the water left over after 
steaming.

Kale is broccoli’s cousin 
and is subject to the same 
pests. Because of that I also 
grow it under the netting.  

I’ve been harvesting the 
kale for well over a month 
and we already have sev-
eral bags of it in the freez-
er. I am starting to rethink 
my use of plastic baggies, 
but for now the leaves are 
washed, patted dry then 
ripped into pieces and 
stuffed into baggies pushing 
out as much air as possible. 
When my husband makes 

his vegetable juices and 
stews, all he does is empty 
the contents into his cre-
ation.  

I noticed that the older 
leaves of the kale were 
starting to have a yellow 
cast, so I got out the organic 
granular fertilizer and gave 
the plants a sprinkle and a 
good watering. Hopefully 
that will reinvigorate the 
plants for picking well into 
the fall.

My bush bean seeds 
got planted late; well after 
Memorial Day. The harvest 
is just starting. I will be sure 
to pick often to keep the 
plants producing.  

I have been saving my 
own bean seeds for a few 
years now. It’s easy, just 
harvest the dry pods of “the 
ones that got away.” Make 
sure they are crispy dry. 

Break open the seed 
pods and store the seeds 
with a packet of desiccant 
(usually in a bottle of vita-
mins or with leather shoes) 
in a jar. If you are growing 
open pollinated or heir-
loom, non-hybrid varieties 
you will reliably get the 
same variety back again.  
They don’t cross pollinate 
with neighbor beans.  

This week I was happy 
to harvest four zucchi-
nis with more coming. It’s 
funny that already I see  
freebies at the end of drive-
ways on my commute. I 
truly hope I have an abun-
dance.  

To avoid “boat-sized” 
squash, pick them small, 
say six to eight inches long. 
The seed cavity won’t be 
too big that way and you 
will encourage the plant to 
keep producing.  

No doubt the vine borer 
will do in my early sow-
ing soon enough, but never 
fear, I have sown additional 
seeds under cover to hope-
fully have a later harvest 
once this one expires. I try 
and keep them covered until 
the plants bloom, at which 
time the cover needs to be 
removed so that the flowers 

Look Back- Barre Thief and Rogue 
Society - 1991

File photo

Charles Wyman, right is being sworn in as the Barre Thief and Rogue 
Society’s 1991 president by Charles Connington. 
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The joys of harvest 

5 years (Aug. 5, 2021)
Representat ives  from 

the Central Massachusetts 
R e g i o n a l  P l a n n i n g 
Commission recently met 
with the town of Barre of 
Selectmen to discuss a pro-
posed fiscal  year  2021 
Community Development 
Block Grant application due 
on Sept. 10. It was deter-
mined that a housing reha-
bilitation program will be 
part of the application as well 
as infrastructure and public 
facility planning studies for 
the South Barre area.  “For 
Barre residents, this partic-
ular grant will focus on the 
South Barre/Barre Plains 
section of the town where 
there is significant need due 
to the age and condition of 
housing stock, infrastructure 
and public facilities,” said 
Christopher Dunphy of the 
CMRPC, who is working 
with both Barre and Leicester 
officials on the grant appli-
cation.  In preparation of the 
application, efforts are under 
way to inform residents that 

housing rehabilitation assis-
tance may become avail-
able. “Major repairs at older 
homes are often beyond the 
financial ability of many 
seniors and other residents. 
This program can really 
help.”

The Hardwick Board of 
Selectmen met on Monday, 
Aug. 1 at 5:30 p.m. Town 
Administrator Nicole Parker 
said she contacted Eagle 
Hill School Headmaster Dr. 
PJ McDonald last Friday 
regarding the agreement to 
accept $1.8 million, as out-
lined in the USDA’s Letter 
of Conditions. Parker said 
McDonald signed the orig-
inal agreement town coun-
sel drafted months ago, 
which the USDA previous-
ly approved. Parker sent 
the signed agreement to the 
USDA and received confir-
mation that they received it. 
Parker said the USDA noti-
fied her they will respond by 
Friday, Aug. 13. Parker said 
the USDA also requested 
copies of the recorded meet-

ings pertaining to the sewer 
project. BOS Vice-Chair 
Julie Quink said she can send 
the recordings, but the Zoom 
files are too large to submit 
through email. Quink asked 
permission to purchase a 
terabyte drive in order to sub-
mit the recordings. The board 
approved her request.

The Hubbardston Select 
Board at its July 26 meeting 
voted to create a five-mem-
ber American Rescue Plan 
Act Committee on the rec-
ommendation of acting town 
administrator, David Nixon. 
The ARPA Committee will 
consist of two Select Board 
members, one finance com-
mittee member, one plan-
ning board member and one 
community member. Since 
only three of the five-mem-
ber select board was present, 
the board will wait to make 
the appointments to the new 
committee. Select board 
member, Katie Young, said 

A clarion call for community service
By A.B. Splaine

Editor’s Note: In the 
Middle Ages, clarion was a 
noun, the name for a trum-
pet that could play a melody 
in clear, shrill tones. It has 
since been used for the sound 
of a trumpet or a similar 
sound.

Two hundred and fifty 
years ago, Thomas Paine 
penned a clarion call to citi-
zens of his adopted country 
called “Common Sense.” 

Today our nation is calling 
us again in cities and towns 
across this land to stand side 
by side as Americans and do 
what we can for our fellow 
countrymen. 

On Sundays at noon, an 
intrepid group of committed 
American’s stand together 

to peacefully exercise their 
first amendment right of free 
speech. 

The recent passing of 
a longtime, and fairly well 
known, Barre resident has 
rung a similar clarion call to 
address a need for local men 
and women of good faith 
to help fill a need for first 
responder volunteers in fire 
and emergency medical help 
areas, which have become 
sorely shorthanded.

A close friend, whose 
deceased brother’s body was 
dangerously carried from a 
second-floor bedroom to a 
waiting hearse, became alert-
ed to this need. He respond-
ed by offering financial sup-
port to fund a safer means of 
removal for the responders. 

In seeking to be informed 
by these local volunteer units 

who put themselves in harms 
way to offer help to their 
neighbors, my friend realized 
that this need is at a crisis 
level in the Barre area. 

He asked me to write this 
piece with the hope of stir-
ring some of the fine citi-
zenry to volunteer their help 
with this valuable community 
service. 

I would also ask that local 
businesses in town provide 
ad space as a means of back-
ing this call to service. 

With the help of all Barre 
area residents and in each 
of the surrounding towns as 
well, these vital services will 
remain available to those in 
need and provide an oppor-
tunity to get to know more of 
our neighbors in a “Common 
Cause” effort that all can be 
proud of. 

Guest Column

See GARDEN page 5

Second Chance thanks golf 
tournament supporters

To the Editor:
On behalf of everyone 

at Second Chance Animal 
Services, I would like to 
extend our heartfelt thanks 
to the many golfers, vol-
unteers, donors, sponsors, 
and community members 
who made our 14th Annual 
Charity Golf Tournament 
such a tremendous success.

When a  communi ty 
comes together,  amaz-
ing things happen for pets 
in need. The funds raised 
will help provide afford-
able veterinary care through 
our Community Veterinary 
Hospitals, ensuring more 
pets receive the medical 
care they need while stay-
ing with the families who 
love them.

We are especially grate-
ful to our generous sponsors 
whose support helped make 
this event possible. 

Our sincere thanks to 
Tito’s Handmade Vodka, 
Teddy Bear Pools & Spas, 
The  Repub l i can ,  and 
Herlihy Insurance Group 
for their leadership support. 
We also thank Cornerstone, 
Embie Industries, IDEXX, 

Southbridge Credit Union, 
a n d  S E M  ( S e c u r i t y 
Engineered Machinery) for 
their valued partnership.

We’re equally grateful 
to the businesses and indi-
viduals who donated auc-
tion and raffle items, the 
volunteers who gave their 
time, Cold Spring Country 
Club for hosting another 
outstanding tournament, 
and everyone who chose to 
spend the day supporting 
our mission.

Together, you are help-
ing ensure that families fac-
ing financial challenges can 
still access quality veteri-
nary care for their beloved 
pets. Your generosity truly 
makes a difference, and we 
are honored to have such 
compassionate supporters 
standing beside us.

Thank you for help-
ing pets receive the second 
chance they deserve.

Sincerely,
Lindsay Doray
Chief Development
Officer
Second Chance Animal
Services

Letter to the Editor

See PAST PAGES, 
page 5
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Serenity Hill Sampler
by Jane McCauley

It is hard to believe July is 
just about over.  

The weather has been 
very changeable. The eve-
nings have been cool and the 
days in the 70s. At least the 
smoke from Canada has sub-
sided.

I am writing this on 
Sunday morning and my two 
daughters are giving me a 
90th birthday party today.  I 
will have to tell the readers 
about it next week.

This week several good 
projects have been com-
pleted. One was done by a 
very nice gentleman and it 
was sealing the chimney with 
two coats of sealer. The front 
door lock had broken so a 
man came and repaired that 
and fixed the handle on the 
back door.  

The case worker came 
and is going to try to get 
me some more help which 
is needed. The handyman 
mowed the lawns and took 
care of the rubbish.

I received a beautiful bou-
quet of potted petunias in 
red, white and blue and put 
them in a raised stand on the 
front deck.  

The flower gardens are 
starting to brighten up with 
a lot of cone flowers. The 
tomatoes are growing well in 
the deck planter and the pep-
per plants are finally making 
blossoms.  

We have been picking let-
tuce from the planter on the 
deck.

My handyman gave me 
some blueberries and I made 
a blueberry pie.  

I plan to make this recipe 
this week with the rest of the 
blueberries. I got this recipe 
from Sue Vaida many years 
ago and it is very easy to 
make. She called it blueberry 
something.

Blueberry Something
Blueberries I usually use 

2 cups, but can use as many 
as want

1 cup flour
1 cup sugar
1 stick butter
1 teaspoon cinnamon or 

add more cinnamon if use 
more than two cups blueber-
ries

Into a 1 3/4 quart casse-
role pan put some blueber-
ries. Sprinkle with cinnamon. 
In a separate bowl put one 
cup of flour, one cup sugar 
and one stick of butter. Blend 
together and put on top of 
blueberries.  Bake for one 
hour at 325 degrees. May 
serve warm with vanilla ice 
cream.

This and That
Raked up two wheel bar-

rows full of pine needles off 
the driveway near the house. 
A large beech nut branch 
came down from the only 
beech nut tree we have on the 
property.  We have a wood 
lot of mostly oaks.  Glad it 
did not go across the long 
driveway to the main road as 

we have had two that landed 
across the driveway and the 
electric wires.   I had to call 
the electric company twice to 
remove big branches that fell 
on the wires.  

I have been working in 
the garage filing articles and 
papers that need to be put 
into file cabinets and note-
books.  Have been finding 
some interesting articles I 
had forgotten I had.  Made 
copies of many articles on 
the Morgan Farm and called 
Bill and Donna Shea and 
they came and got them.  
They have a museum in one 
of the barns which tell about 
the Morgan Farm and the old 
Wheeler’s Store.  We had 
very nice visit with them.

All the notebooks and file 
folders I have on the history 
of Hubbardston will eventu-
ally go to the museum.   I 
keep files on houses, people, 
businesses, schools etc.   

I have been told I am 
the Town Historian and 
was curator of the museum 
for over 20 years but can’t 
climb the stairs to the muse-
um in the library any more.  
Joyce Green has taken my 
place.  My Mother did it 
for many years before me.  
She was the founder of the 
Hubbardston His tor ica l 
Society.  Hopefully some 
day it will have a new home 
where the public can view 
the collection.  

Have a good week and 
enjoy the good weather.

of the American Rescue Plan 
Act funds, “We get one shot 
to do something right, [we] 
need to do something very 
select with it.” The town of 
Hubbardston will receive 
about $1.3 million. The act-
ing town administrator said 
the town received its first 
payment of $250,000 from 
the U.S. Treasury and can 
start spending the money now

10 years (Aug. 4, 2016)
Dry conditions throughout 

the region resulted in extra 
work for local fire depart-
ments. Departments respond-
ed to numerous brush fires 
either at home or in neigh-
boring communities through 
mutual aid.

Barre Fire Chief Robert 
Rogowski  said,  “Brush 
fires in July are rare and 
this was one of the bus-
iest weeks I can remember 
for fires.” He stated that 
the Barre Fire Department 
responded to 10 brush fires 
and five other emergencies 
between Sunday, July 24 
and Saturday, July 30. The 
chief explained that most of 
the fires burned deep into the 
ground and required a lot of 
manpower and time due to 
the drought conditions this 
summer. Four of the ten fires 
required mutual aid from 
the surrounding communi-
ties and from the state DCR 
to help extinguish. A heat 
wave during the last week 
of July made the fighting of 
the brush fires harder. The 
high took a toll on the fire-
fighters working the fires 
and that increased the need 
for mutual aid, ensuring suf-
ficient firefighters to rotate 
companies to give firefights 
needed breaks from battling 
the flames.

A special town meeting 
scheduled in Oakham for 
Wednesday, Aug. 24 will 
have only two articles. One 
article seeks a 2 1/2 override 
and the other a debt exclu-
sion. Selectmen met last 
week with the finance com-
mittee regarding the Quabbin 

Regional School budget, 
what options to follow and 
to set a special town meet-
ing. Selectmen voted to 
close the warrant Monday 
night. The override article 
asks voters to approve the 
new assessment amount pre-
sented to the member towns 
by the Quabbin Regional 
School District contingent 
on passing of a 2 1/2 over-
ride to fund it. A second 
article seeks to fund the bal-
ance of the municipal build-
ing debt through a so-called 
debt exclusion. Currently, 
the annual debt and interest 
costs for the building come 
out of the tax levy. Since the 
town was at levy limit, this 
measure would free up some 
money in the town that has 
very little new growth that is 
part of the 2 1/2 formula.

An override and debt 
exclusion both require a 
yes vote at town meeting 
and then must obtain a yes 
vote in a ballot election. 
Selectmen plan to include 
a separate ballot for the 
override and debt exclusion 
questions at the state prima-
ry election Thursday, Sept. 
8. 

From the youngest to the 
oldest of the young people 
exhibiting at the Oakham 
Youth Fair, pride and ded-
ication was evident. The 
youngest exhibitor, Ryleigh 
Sullivan of Oakham, entered 
her vegetables in the clo-
ver bud class. Although not 
old enough to receive prize 
money, she did go home 
with some blue ribbons for 
yellow squash, cucumbers, 
green peppers and zucchini 
squash. This past Saturday 
about 25 youths, many of 
them siblings, entered over 
20 head of cattle, both dairy 
and beef, as well as flowers 
and vegetables. The weath-
er was perfect and many 
people came to watch the 
exhibitors in the show ring. 
Lunch also was available at 
the snack shack.

25 years (Aug. 2, 2001)
It was a beautiful day for 

the Barre Fair that was held 
at Felton Field on Sunday, 

July 29. This popular agricul-
tural fair had something for 
everyone. For those who love 
animals there was a horse 
show, oxen pull and judging 
of sheep, cattle and rabbits. 
For the crafted or artistically 
inclined an exhibit of crafts, 
art, photography, sewing, 
woodworking, knitting and 
even holiday decorations 
held in the Joseph A. Pitisci 
Building. The late Joseph 
Pitisci for many years was 
involved in the Barre Fair 
and the building was dedicat-
ed to him at the 1999 fair. 

An open house for Gene 
Kennedy on his retirement 
for the Barre Gazette will be 
held Sunday, Aug. 5 from 2-4 
p.m. at the Blue Dog Cafe 
on South Street at Listening 
Center. Refreshments will be 
served. The event is arranged 
by the Barre Lions Club.

The Oakham Youth Fair 
was Saturday, July 28 under 
sunny skies. Eva Grimes 
and the late Doris Warner 
founded the fair in the early 
1960s. Although in years 
past, there were more exhib-
itors, the number of exhib-
itors this year was greater 
than in the past two or three 
years. A total of 25 youths 
showed 59 beef and dairy 
cattle. The dairy breeds were 
well represented with the 
five major breeds exhibited 
– Holstein, Jersey, Guernsey, 
Brown Swiss and Ayrshire. 
However, there were very 
few beef animals shown. 
There were four  sheep 
mostly Hampshire, Dorset 
and Suffolk and nine rabbit 
exhibitors with 34 rabbits of 
various breeds. Flowers and 
vegetables had 15 entries 
with four exhibitors.

38 years (Aug. 6, 1988)
If the chicken barbecue 

and fireworks display held 
Saturday night are any indi-
cation of the celebration 
year when Barre observes 
its 225th anniversary should 
be spectacular. Richard C. 
Stevens, 225th anniversary 
committee chairman said that 
468 chicken barbecues were 

served and more than 1,000 
attended the fireworks dis-
play – 18 minutes of awe-
some lighting of the night 
sky. A  DJ provided music 
for dancing while the crowd 
awaited the fireworks. The 
committee hopes to raise 
$40,000 for next year’s event, 
which will feature a huge 
parade, Old Home Day and 
a bigger fireworks display, 
probably twice as log as this 
year’s. Stevens said the com-
mittee has a great head start 
on its goal. With the town’s 
donation added to other 
donations and fundraiser pro-
ceeds, the fund has reached 
$25,000.

The Barre  Board  of 
Health recently adopted recy-
cling regulations and some 
residents expressed concerns 

about compliance. Based 
on calls to the health board 
office, it appears that there 
is some confusion about how 
to separate trash and resi-
dents fear they will be fiend 
or have landfill privileges 
revoked if they don’t comply 
with the new rules. Richard 
C. Stevens Board of Health 
member and landfill moni-
tor said, “We’re starting to 
do random bag tests at the 
landfill. We’re trying to do 
it (force compliance) gently. 
We’ll warn people a cou-
ple of times before we take 
away their landfill permits.” 
He continued, “We know it 
won’t happen overnight, 
but we’re already seen a big 
recycling since the new rules 
have been announced.

In two separate, heated 

meetings, both the Board of 
Selectmen and the Planning 
Board denied contractor 
David A. Robinson a per-
mit that would allow him 
to dig up South Barre Road 
for a new building project. 
Selectmen met Aug. 4. The 
Planning Board met the 
next night with representa-
tives from the Conservation 
Commission, the Board of 
Health and the Selectmen. 
The boards indicated they 
would not grant the permit, 
which would allow Robinson 
to make a necessary connec-
tion the the sewer system, 
until all concerned boards 
reviewed and approved 
detailed plans. The Planning 
Board also decided not to 
make its decision without 
Town Counsel James Baird 
present.
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can be pollinated and fruit 
can form.

I hope you are enjoying 
the start of the harvest season 
as much as I am. 

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 

She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

By Lisa Marselle 

 In America, about 35% 
of our produced food ends 
up in landfills taking up 
space, producing methane 
gas, and wasting our grocery 
dollars. 

As one researcher put it, 
it’s like going grocery shop-
ping, buying three bags of 
groceries, then tossing one 
bag right into the trash as 
you exit the store. 

T h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Protection Agency also 
reports, “that preventing 
wasted food altogether is 
the most preferred action 
to reduce the environmen-
tal impact of food waste.” 
So now is a good a time to 
share info and dispel any 
confusion on those interest-
ing little numbers stamped 
on our food. 

Understanding food date 
labels such as “Sell by,” 
“Best by,” “Use by,” and 
others, may help extend our 
food dollars, so we’re not 
tossing out perfectly good 
food if handled and cooked 
properly. 

This helps us and our 
planet now and for future 
generations.   Food dates 
inform us. 

Most of those dates 
though are surprisingly 
not expiration dates except 
those on baby formula, food 
and products. 

No baby products should 

be used after these dates. 
For all other foods though, 
as dates are not required by 
federal law, it’s food pro-
ducers ,who voluntarily 
determine all of these dates. 

And, dates have more 
to do with product quali-
ty and nothing to do with 
product safety. Many folks 
(9 out of 10 from one study) 
will trash items once they 
see that the product’s date 
is past, but needless to say, 
this practice could be wast-
ing food.  

The following infor-
mat ion  ga thered  f rom 
The University of Maine 
Cooperative Extension, 
University of Georgia, the 
USDA and other sources, 
tell us exactly what these 
dates and numbers describe.   
Known as “open dates,” the 
most commonly used food 
date labels are:  Sell by 
Date.

This date label tells the 
store how long to keep an 
item on the shelf or on dis-
play for the best flavor and 
peak quality. It’s not a safe-
ty date. You’ll often find 
this label on foods such as 
dairy products, eggs, meat, 
poultry, seafood, bread and 
baked goods. 

Best if  Used by (or 
Before) This date label also 
has nothing to do with safe-
ty of the product, but again, 
indicates peak quality and 
best flavor. 

Use by – This date label 
also does not indicate safe-
ty, but stresses that this is 
the last date of peak qual-
ity. Freeze by – this date 
indicates when a product 
should be frozen to maintain 
peak quality. Again, it’s not 
a purchase or safety date. 

Expiration date – These 
dates are rare in the US, 
except for the baby items. 
So if a date notes “expira-
tion,” simply do not use this 
product beyond this date.  

“Closed or coded dates” 
are all the extra numbers 
and letters found on shelf 
stable products, general-
ly after one of the phrases 
above. This information tells 
manufacturers when and 
where a product was made, 
canned or boxed.   

See the trend? These 
dates indicate peak quality, 
not safety. Again, food must 
be handled properly, but 
overall, a past date does not 
mean that the food is bad.   
So if we are not going by 
these dates, what do we as 
consumers do about safety? 

The USDA and others 
urge folks to use their sens-
es. If it smells bad, looks 
bad, feels bad (slimy), toss 
it. 

Thus the saying, “When 
in doubt, throw it out.” 
Additionally, Foodsafety.
gov has information to help 
us stay safe. 

Their Food Keeper page 
and app give some safety 
guidelines.   While using 
this information, there are 
folks deemed as “People at 
Risk” including children 
under five, folks over 65, 
sick people or those having 
treatments like chemothera-
py and pregnant women. 

Here safety is imperative 
as these folks have a greater 
chance of becoming serious-
ly ill by poor food safety. 
But using this new informa-
tion, let’s stop food waste 
and save our dollars.  

For your wallet and the 
planet: reduce food waste
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tee discussed looking for a 
dry well, but members said 
once the ground is dug a few 
feet in Hubbardston, there is 
water everywhere, includ-
ing a natural spring near the 
building. 

There are also structur-
al integrity issues with the 
building, as some of the col-
umns are not on solid footing 
and not up to current build-
ing code, according to com-
mittee member Mike Stoll. 
He said it is “critical” to get 
a structural assessment, as 
there have also been pow-
der post beetles observed, 

along with there being loose 
laid stone as a foundation in 
areas. 

Some other goals brought 
up for the building include 
reducing mold and repairing 
the windows, and looking 
into MassSave to see if they 
can help with other parts of 
the building, since committee 
chair Lori Gill said they do 
not cover windows. 

Other updates
Gill said there is a new 

grant specific for histor-
ic preservation in central 
Massachusetts, and asked 
if it would be something to 
pursue, which the committee 
agreed would be beneficial. 

Brown is taking down 
some playground equipment 
and fences to start making a 
parking area in the back of 
the building, and a dusk to 
dawn light has been installed 
on one of the doors of the 
building at a cost of $15.41 
from the committee’s budget. 

The committee announced 
there will be a game night on 
Aug. 28 at the meetinghouse 
from 5-8 p.m. with a sug-
gested donation along with a 
fall fun day on Oct. 24 at the 
meetinghouse from 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. with scarecrow and 
pumpkin contests, with a $5 
fee for scarecrows and $1 for 
pumpkins, with tickets avail-
able for purchase to vote. 

turnaround between the war-
rants coming out and hav-
ing to be signed is a result 
of limited hours from the 
accountant, and when asked 
if it may be possible to get 
them in earlier, she said not 
at this time. 

She also said Hardwick’s 
warrant signing system is 
standard operating procedure 
in other towns, and it is not a 
conversation elsewhere. 

STM
The board voted to update 

the location of the special 
town meeting scheduled 
for Aug. 12 at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Town House. The new 
location will be the Myron 
R i c h a r d s o n  M u n i c i p a l 
Building at the same date and 

time, with articles including 
the Quabbin Regional School 
District regional agreement, 
zoning bylaw articles and a 
sewer article. 

Early voting
There was a public hear-

ing to reduce the early vot-
ing hours for the Sept. 1 state 
primary. Town Clerk Ryan J. 
Witkos said only a handful of 
residents utilized early voting 
in recent years. 

All dates are not official 
yet, but Witkos said it is like-
ly Aug. 22 will be available 
from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. along 
with some weekdays, poten-
tially from 3-7 p.m.

Appointment
The board appointed 

Sinead Tinker as a MART 
driver.

Quarterly billing
The board, also acting 

as the sewer commission, 
approved quarterly billing 
for the sewer bills to make 
payment easier for users, and 
they also discussed potential-
ly seating a new sewer com-
mission who can focus on 
only sewer related issues.

Town Administrator’s 
report

Caggiano said construc-
tion has started on Highland 
Terrace. She said 179 Main 
St. is being re-bid and there 
was also a Police Department 
interview.

The new town website 
will launch on Aug. 3 and the 
Hardwick Community Fair is 
Aug.14-15. 

HARDWICK from page 1

MEETINGHOUSE
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the town was looking to 
move forward with Magee, 
Fitzgerald had submitted 
applications in other towns, 
and one of the towns closer 

to his residence brought him 
on. 

The deadline for candi-
dates to send an application 
to the town is July 31, and 
the Select Board has also 
opened up applications for 
another town administrator 

search committee, who will 
conduct interviews with cer-
tain applicants before bring-
ing candidates forward to 
the select board. 

The Select Board will 
meet next on Aug. 3. 

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR
from page 1

group at the Hubbardston 
Senior Center every Friday 
from 9-11 a.m. A new activ-
ity at the Senior Center is 
the Creative Needle and 
Thread activity every Friday 
from 9 a.m.-noon. All are 
invited to bring projects, 
such as embroidery, cross 

stitch, sewing and quilting. 
Questions may be direct-
ed to Michelle at 508-450-
4476. Yarn-It-All group 
meets from 10 a.m.-noon. 
Knitting and crocheting 
projects will be worked on, 
and those who have ques-
tions will get help from 
others who attend. Games 
of Pitch are held the second 
and fourth Wednesdays at 

1:30 p.m. and the first and 
third Fridays at 6:30 p.m. 
Cribbage is played every 
Thursday at 12:30 p.m., 
Bingo is every Monday 
at  12:30 p.m. and Wii 
Bowling is every Monday 
and Thursday at 9 a.m. 
Functional Exercise Classes 
are held at the Senior Center 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 9:30-10:30 a.m.  
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NEEDHAM –This Aug. 
1 and 2,  the Pan-Mass 
Challenge will bring togeth-
er more than 6,000 cyclists 
and 4,000 volunteers on Aug. 
1-2 to raise money for cancer 
research and patient care at 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. 

Participants from local 
communities will be among 
those helping support the 
PMC’s mission to fund life-
saving cancer research and 
treatment.

L o c a l  p a r t i c i p a n t s 
Include: Pam Rockwood of 
North Brookfield (https://

profile.pmc.org/PR0153), 
Sean 

Su l l ivan  o f  Ru t l and 
(ht tps: / /profi le .pmc.org/
SS0662), Karen Sharpe of 
Rutland (https://profile.pmc.
org/KS0607), John Bubello 
of Rutland (https://profile.
pmc.org/JB1200),  Carol 
Benoit of Rutland (https://
profile.pmc.org/CB0140), 
Charles Bateman of Rutland 
(ht tps: / /profi le .pmc.org/
CB0350), Lisa Kelly of 
Rutland (https://profile.pmc.
org/LK0233). Seth Cormeir 
of North Brookfield (https://

profile.pmc.org/SC0377), 
David Larson of Hardwick 
(ht tps: / /profi le .pmc.org/
DL0322) and Dena Brayson 
of Ware (https://profile.pmc.
org/DB0232).

The PMC, which rais-
es more money for charity 
than any other single athlet-
ic fundraiser in the world, 
is aiming to raise more than 
ever this year, with a fund-
raising goal of $79 million.

This year’s PMC comes 
at an especially critical time, 
with federal research support 
shrinking, grant approval 

rates reaching historic lows, 
and cancer cases continuing 
to rise. For the 20th consecu-
tive year, 100% of every rid-
er-raised dollar will go direct-
ly to Dana-Farber, one of the 
nation’s top three hospitals 
for cancer research and care.

Since its inception in 
1980, the PMC has raised 
$1.125 billion for Dana-
Farber, making it the orga-
nization’s largest single 
contributor and accounting 
for 67 percent of the annu-
al revenue of The Jimmy 
Fund, Dana-Farber’s com-

munity-driven fundraising 
arm. This unrestricted annual 
funding has empowered and 
accelerated advancements in 
cancer research, deeply ben-
efitting patients across the 
world.

During each annual PMC 
weekend,  thousands  of 
cyclists and volunteers come 
together from across the 
world, hailing from 47 US 
states and 12 countries, with 
a shared purpose of raising 
as much money as possible 
for Dana-Farber. Cyclists 
ride routes ranging from 

25 to 177 miles. Included 
among these participants is 
the PMC Living Proof com-
munity, riders and volunteers 
who were previously treated 
or are currently undergoing 
cancer treatment and serve as 
Living Proof of the progress 
made through raising funds 
for cancer research and treat-
ment.

There is still time to par-
ticipate in this year’s Pan-
Mass Challenge. Folks inter-
ested in getting involved can 
learn more and register at 
PMC.org.

Local Residents participate in 2026 Pan-Mass Challenge

Oliveira secures funding for Palmer rail stop
By Kevin Flanders

Staff Writer

PALMER – Plans to 
bring a passenger rail stop 
to town remain firmly on 
track after a major funding 
announcement last week.

On July 22, state Sen. 
Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow) 
announced that he secured 
$5 million in state funding 
to advance the future Palmer 
rail stop. The funding marks 
one of the most significant 
milestones to date for the 
project, as well as the state’s 
overall west-east rail initia-
tive.

“For years, we’ve worked 
to move west-east  rai l 
from a vision to a reality,” 
Oliveira said. “MassDOT 
has completed the planning, 
selected the site, and fin-
ished the conceptual design. 
My priority was making 
sure we didn’t lose momen-
tum. By securing this $5 
million investment, we’re 
giving the Healey-Driscoll 
Administration the resourc-
es and authority needed to 
move the Palmer passenger 
rail stop forward.”

The funding was secured 
after the Massachusetts 
Senate adopted Oliveira’s 

amendment to the Senate’s 
$325 million Economic 
Development Bill, which 
was passed last week.

The amendment pro-
vides the Healey-Driscoll 
Administration with the 
f u n d i n g  n e c e s s a r y  t o 
advance the Palmer rail stop 
as part of Phase I of the 
Commonwealth’s Compass 
Rail initiative. 

The investment supports 
planning, design, engineer-
ing, site preparation, acces-
sibility improvements, park-
ing, pedestrian access, utility 
work and other infrastruc-
ture projects needed to move 
the project toward construc-
tion.

“That’s a tremendous 
win for Palmer, for west-
ern Massachusetts, and for 
everyone who has worked to 
make west-east rail a reali-
ty,” Oliveira said of securing 
the funding.

MassDOT first launched 
the Palmer station planning 
process in 2024, evaluating 
multiple potential locations 
through technical analysis, 
public meetings and com-
munity engagement. 

I n  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 5 , 
Governor Maura Healey 
and the Massachuset ts 

D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Transportation selected the 
South of Palmer Yard site 
(1199 South Main St.) as 
the preferred location for the 
station.

Over the past year-plus, 
MassDOT has complet-
ed the station’s conceptual 
designs and other critical 
pre-construction work, posi-
tioning the project to move 
into its next phase.  

Throughout the entire 
process, Oliveira has worked 
closely with MassDOT lead-
ers, local officials, and leg-
islative colleagues to help 
keep the project on the rails.

The ultimate goal is 
to see a completed project 
that opens new pathways in 
accessibility and economic 
development.

“West-east rail is about 
far more than getting from 
one place to another,” 
Oliveira added. “It’s about 
reconnecting communi-
ties and expanding access 
to jobs, higher education, 
and healthcare, while cre-
ating new economic oppor-
tunities across western 
Massachusetts.”

Strategically located 
at the crossroads of the 
Massachusetts Turnpike 

and major rail transpor-
tation corridors, Palmer 
is uniquely positioned to 
serve as a regional trans-
portation hub. Now, with 
the latest advancement in 
the project, a town steeped 
in railroad history is one 
step closer to connecting 
residents and businesses 
throughout the area with a 
new station.  

The Palmer rail stop 
is slated to serve both 
the proposed Boston & 
Albany Corridor and the 
Inland Route, strengthen-
ing connections between 
Spr ingfie ld ,  Worces ter 
and Boston as part of the 
Commonwealth’s Compass 
Rail network.

“Rel iab le  passenger 
rail will help revitalize our 
downtowns, attract private 
investment, strengthen our 
workforce and position 
our region to compete and 
grow for decades to come,” 
Oliveira said. “Today’s 
investment moves us one 
significant step closer to 
making that promise a real-
ity.”

Oliveira’s amendment 
builds upon more than $270 
million in previous state 
and federal investments 

that have steadily advanced 
west-east rail plans. These 
include funds for corridor 
improvements, Springfield 
Union Station, project plan-
ning, engineering, environ-
mental reviews, and rail 
infrastructure improvements. 

Now, by securing the 
first major legislative invest-
ment dedicated specifically 
to advancing the Palmer rail 
stop, the amendment rep-
resents the next milestone 
in returning passenger rail 
service to Palmer.

Ear l i e r  th i s  month , 
t h e  S t a t e  H o u s e  o f 
Representat ives passed 
its own version of the 
Economic Development 
Bill. Looking ahead, a con-
ference committee will 
reconcile the differenc-
es between the House and 
Senate versions.

“West-east rail has never 
been about a single vote or a 
single funding bill,” Oliveira 
said. “It’s been about mak-
ing steady progress, one 
milestone at a time. There’s 
still work ahead, but we’re 
closer than ever to welcom-
ing passenger rail back to 
Palmer and creating new 
opportunities for generations 
to come.”

Vendors 
wanted for
fall Flea 
Market

W E S T  B RO O K F I E L 
– The First Congregational 
Church of West Brookfield, 
UCC, 36 North Main St., 
has been hosting their Flea 
Market on the town common 
for more than 50 years. 

This year the Flea Market 
will be held on Saturday, 
Sept. 12 from 9 a.m.-3:30 
p.m. (vendor check-in 6:30-
8:30 a.m.). Sellers of all 
kinds are welcome – flea 
folk, antique dealers, crafters, 
product vendors and those 
emptying out basements and 
attics.  

No food vendors, please. 
Spaces are available for 

$40 for a 20 x 20 grassy spot. 
Vendors must bring their own 
tables and tents. 

The church will sponsor 
a food tent with grilled food, 
cold drinks and sweet treats.

 Email to fccofwbfleamar-
ket@gmail.com for an appli-
cation or call Karen at 508-
801-7692.
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and try to protect their savings by investing conservatively or avoiding 
stocks altogether. But that runs the risk that their savings won't grow 
enough to keep up with inflation or support future needs. 

Understanding what investment risk really means helps you make 
smarter financial decisions, considering these three key aspects.

• Risk tolerance describes your emotional comfort with risk. If 
you'd want to pull your money out of the market during a downturn, that 
reveals something about your tolerance. Many financial advisors use 
questionnaires to help clients understand how they might react in different 
market conditions.

• Risk capacity refers to how much risk you can afford to take. Your 
timeline matters. A 35-year-old saving for retirement has decades to ride 
out market swings. A retiree drawing income from their portfolio doesn't 
have that same cushion.

• Required risk describes how much risk you may need to take to 
reach your financial goals. Higher returns generally come with higher risk, 
though higher risk does not guarantee higher returns. If you need strong 
growth to retire comfortably, you may need to accept more short-term 
volatility.

Sometimes these elements don’t line up. You might be uncomfortable 
with risk but need strong growth to meet your goals. 

Balance and diversification matter: Finding the right balance 
matters more than you might think. A small difference in your annual 
rate of return, from 5% to 7% for instance, doesn't just add up a little. It 
multiplies. That's the power of compounding — returns earning their own 
returns, year after year, building on an ever-growing base. Over 30 or 35 
years, that can become significant. 

You needn't choose between playing it so safe your money barely 
keeps up with inflation and taking on more risk than you’re comfortable 
with. Instead, a balanced mix can fit your comfort level and still help grow 
your money over time. 

The age factor: You’ll want to adjust your approach to risk as you 
get older. If retirement is years away, your portfolio may lean toward 
growth investments like stocks and stock mutual funds; you have time 
to absorb short-term losses and benefit from long-term gains. Lower risk 
investments like bonds still play a role because they can help smooth out 
changes in your portfolio’s value.

As you near retirement, your portfolio may shift toward a more even 
mix of stocks and bonds to limit exposure to large market swings. The goal 
is to protect what you’ve built while still generating enough growth to fund 
a retirement that could last decades.

Investing well isn’t about eliminating risk; it’s about taking the 
right amount of it. Too little risk can be just as damaging as too much. A 
financial advisor can help you find the balance that matches your comfort 
level, your financial situation and your long-term goals.

Investors should understand the risks involved with owning 
investments, including interest rate risk, credit risk and market risk. The 
value of investments fluctuates and investors can lose some or all of their 
principal.

the town she grows up in is 
accessible. 

To w n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
Heather Butler will serve as 
the town official, and she 
said the rest of the members 
who applied submitted letters 
of interest and are qualified 
for the position. 

Events Committee 
communication

The Select Board held 
an inter-board communica-
tion session with the Events 
Committee, including chair 
Jeanne Scigliano, Sondra 
Thomas, Barbara Ruchala, 
Samantha Green,  Brian 
Green, Harriet Klayman and 
Drolet. 

Scigliano outlined the his-
tory of the committee, saying 
it was formed three years ago 
to continue putting on con-
certs and raising money for 
events. She said they start-
ed surveying the community 
about other events they want-
ed put on, and developed the 
community expo to showcase 
what was happening. 

She said some of the regu-
lar events the committee has 
started hosting include mak-
er’s markets, decades dances, 
and a summer send off com-
ing Sept. 5. 

Scigliano said some of 
the highlights of the send off 
include arts, music, programs 
from the Department of 
Conservation and Recreation, 
farm animals and inflatables. 
The committee also orga-
nized the Army Band concert 
on July 10. 

One of the aspects the 
committee cited needing 
assistance with was getting 
the word out about their need 
for donations and revenue. 
Some suggestions shared by 
the Select Board included 
reaching out to the schools, 
along with the council on 
aging to be included in their 
newsletter. 

The events committee is 
also considering requiring 
food trucks that attend their 
events to contribute some 
money. 

Auto dealer license
The board held a public 

hearing requiring the applica-
tion from Daigle Motorsports 
LLC for a class 2 auto dealer 
license to allow them to sell 
used cars. The property is 
located at 206 Barre Paxton 
Road. There was no pub-
lic comment, and the board 
approved the request, with 
member Leah Whiteman say-
ing it was great to see eco-
nomic development on that 
road. 

Conservation restriction
Helen Castles, a Senior 

C o n s e r v a t i o n  P r o j e c t 
Manager with the Mount 
Grace Land Trust said she 
was looking for the Select 
Board’s support to place a 
conservation restriction on 
the Dolan Farm property 
of 122 Pleasantdale Road. 
Castles said the Conservation 
Commission wrote a letter of 
support already.

Castles said this restric-
tion keeps the farm a work-
ing farm. She said it also fits 
with Rutland’s open space 
plan by protecting important 
soil, wetlands, streams and 
habitats. 

She also said the land will 
be turned over to the Nipmuc 
tribe, who she said plan on 
still paying taxes to the town. 

Meeting space
The board continued dis-

cussions on meeting space, 
and received correspondence 
from Glenwood Elementary 
School stating the library is 
open for meetings after most 
of the staff vacate by 4 p.m. 
The correspondence said 
there are custodians there 
until 10 p.m. 

Butler also said an opin-
ion came in from KP Law on 
the ownership of the library, 
summarizing it by saying 
the trustees have full control 
over the hours and activities 
that happen in it. 

In  a  correspondence 
with library trustees chair 
Ruth Rovezzi, she wrote 
the library’s budget took a 
21% cut over last year, and 
is overall less than 1% of 
Rutland’s whole operating 

budget. She said as a result 
of this, they reduced the 
hours from 40 to 32. 

She wrote that while there 
are no staffing costs to open 
the building for meetings 
after hours, there are utility 
costs, which come out of the 
library budget. 

Rovezzi wrote the operat-
ing budget never fully funds 
the library, and by the last 
quarter they rely on state aid 
and donations to pay for util-
ities, which are not guaran-
teed every year. 

Rovezzi continued, writ-
ing the cost savings from 
limiting utility costs are 
going to be used to bet-
ter serve the patrons of the 
library, writing in part, “the 
board of library trustees has a 
single mission: to support the 
library and ensure our com-
munity has a lifelong center 
for learning.” 

Rovezzi wrote that the 
board understands the deci-
sion creates hardships for 
the town, but they had been 
transparent on the impacts 
the library would face from a 
budget cut. She said without 
additional funds, they would 
be unlikely to offer meeting 
space after hours.

Welcome sign policy
The board continued a 

discussion on the purchases 
of town welcome signs, of 
which there are nine at var-
ious town lines. Businesses 
are able to purchase a loca-
tion to place their own sign 
to help advertise their busi-
nesses, and the board worked 
to finalize a policy for those 
purchases.

There were some lines in 
the draft policy that drew dis-
cussion, including line two 
which states, “maintenance 
includes upkeep of the wel-
come signs, landscaping at 
the base of the signs and any 
necessary repairs to the wood 
signs.” 

Board member Harry 
Sechman asked whether the 
maintenance includes the big 
sign or the smaller ones the 
businesses buy. Select Board 
Chair Sheila Dibb said they 
could remove the plural so it 

would only include the big 
sign. 

There was also a stipu-
lation in the policy that sets 
the term of purchase to align 
with the fiscal year, but Dibb 
said it could be more flexi-
ble. She also brought up line 
nine, which states “if great-
er than nine applicants are 
received, there will be no 
preference given to existing 
sign sponsors, a waiting list 
will be established for any 
applicants that do not receive 
a sign placement.” 

Dibb said  the  board 
agreed for there to be a lot-
tery from the start. 

Line 14 forbids inap-
propriate language on the 
sign and mandates the sign 
include the name of the busi-
ness. The board agreed to 
give Butler final discretion 
over the designs, before it is 
sent to the Select Board for 
approval. 

Some other rules and 
information about the sign 
include the length of term 
is two years, a business gets 
to purchase one sign unless 
less than nine are purchased, 
where they can purchase a 
second, the size is five feet 
by one foot, and the price 
ranges from $750-$1,250. 
The draft policy also states 
there will be a perpetual care 
fund for revenue from pur-
chase. 

Committee charges and 
policies

The board  approved 
c h a r g e s  f o r  b o t h  a 
Communications Advisory 
Committee and a Town 
B u i l d i n g  C o m m i t t e e . 
According to Dibb, the advi-
sory committee would, in 
part, advise the Select Board  
on what to include on the 
website, but would not have 
access to the site itself. 

According to the charge, 
the committee would also 
“support efforts to improve 
transparency, community 
engagement, public aware-
ness, and access to informa-
tion.” 

It will be a five member 
committee with members 
serving three year staggered 

terms. The board approved 
the charge.

The board also ana-
lyzed the Town Building 
Committee, which would 
be designed to evaluate and 
look at priorities for town 
buildings. Butler specifi-
cally brought up Glenwood 
Elementary School, as she 
said there were some modifi-
cations to the construction of 
it that were “disastrous.” 

Whiteman also brought 
up that the roof at Naquag 
Elementary School needs to 
be repaired. 

According to the draft 
policy, which was approved, 
the committee will also have 
five members serving on 
three year staggered terms. 

Part of their responsibility 
will be community engage-
ment and making recom-
mendations to the Capital 
Improvemen t  P l ann ing 
Committee. They will also be 
made to give a report to the 
Select Board yearly. 

The Select Board also 
approved a board and com-
mittee board of conduct, 
which will be circulated 
among appointed boards, and 
shown to elected boards so 
they can make their decision 
on adopting it.

4th of July
The board discussed how 

they could support a new 
Fourth of July Committee, 
as the current members of the 
committee decided to resign 
following this year’s limit-
ed events, and the negative 
response from the public they 
faced. 

Dibb said the town needs 
to make sure it is supportive 
and shows them the struc-
ture, saying the committee 
is losing a lot of institutional 
knowledge with the depar-
tures.

There was also a discus-
sion as to why the town did 
not take the offer from the 
Worcester County Sheriff’s 
Office to offer support so the 
event could go on. Butler 
said the town never asked the 
union, but they did ask KP 
Law if it would be a violation 
of the fair labor portion of 

their contract, and she said 
the opinion of KP Law was 
that it would have been. 

She said the cancellation 
was made by the 4th of July 
Committee based on recom-
mendations from the police 
and fire chiefs.

Some members of the 
Select Board expressed con-
cern that the decision never 
came to them, including 
Sechman, who said it was 
partially the board’s fault 
for allowing the committee 
to make the decision without 
consulting with the board. 

He said the police chief 
could have “easily directed 
individuals” for the parade. 

4th of July Committee 
member Karen Greenwood 
said she is thinking of serv-
ing on the committee for next 
year, and said she has ideas 
on things to change from this 
year. Greenwood said the 
committee will try to put on a 
parade for next year. 

As for this year’s deci-
sion, Greenwood said they 
met with public safety offi-
cials, who told them they did 
not think all of the events 
could come together. 

“I  th ink we made a 
very informed decision,” 
Greenwood said. 

Butler also addressed the 
17 layoffs as a result of the 
failed override, saying that 
was the worst thing that hap-
pened as a result of it, not the 
lack of events for the holiday. 
“We cannot continue to say 
that losing fireworks was the 
worst thing that happened,” 
Butler said. 

She said the police and 
fire departments made the 
decision they did for the best 
interest of the town plus the 
12,000 residents who visit. 

FY 28 budget
The board started discus-

sions on the fiscal year 2028 
budget, discussing why res-
idents may have not wanted 
to vote for the override this 
year. The board suggested 
putting out a survey to res-
idents so they could check 
boxes about why they made 
the decision they did at the 
polls.

RUTLAND from page 1
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Where is this?

Turley Publications photo by Ellenor Downer

This week’s mystery photo is from Petersham. If any readers know 
where this photo was taken, they may email edowner@turley.com with 
their answer by noon on Monday, Aug. 3. Robert Augustine, Bill Bowles, 
Peggy Civilik, James Laramee and Claire Bechan Norberg  correct-
ly identified the photo. The photo last week was the gazebo on the 
Oakham Common located at the corner of Maple Street and Coldbrook 
Road.

THURSDAY, JULY 30

ON LINE PAMPERED CHEF PARTY 
sponsored by the Petersham Lions Club takes 
place now through Monday, Aug. 31. Based 
on product sales, 20 to 30% will be donated 
to the Petersham Lions Club. People may 
visit https://table.pamperedhef.com/par-
ty/3486703kyv. If anyone signs up and hosts 
a party with Stephanie Leblanc, the Pampered 
Chef consultant, during this event, double 
donation dollars will apply. People may email 
lynneshaw@gmai.com with non Pampered 
Chef questions and email sleblanc_pc@hot-
mail.com for Pampered Chef  questions and/
or to book a party.

VENDORS WANTED for a Flea Market 
on the West Brookfield Common host-
ed by the  First Congregational Church, 36 
North Main St., West Brookfield, UCC on 
Saturday, Sept. 12 from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. The 
church hosted their Flea Market on the town 
Common for more than 50 years. Vendor 
check-in is 6:30-8:30 a.m. Sellers of all kinds 
are welcome flea folk, antique dealers, craft-
ers, product vendors, and those emptying out 
their basements and attics. There will be no 
food vendors. Spaces are available for $40 for 
a 20’ x 20’ grassy spot. Vendors must bring 
their own tables and tents. The church will 
sponsor a food tent with grilled food, cold 
drinks and sweet treats. People interested in 
renting a space should email to fccofwbflea-
market@gmail.com for an application or call 
Karen at 508-801-7692. 

ART EXHIBIT “Celebrating the Year of 
the Horse,” of paintings by Fabio and Sara 
Deponte, will be featured at the Shelburne 
Arts Co-op now through Aug. 31. A recep-
tion with the artist will be held on Saturday, 
August 1 from 1-3 p.m. The show reflects 
the artists’ passion for horses in all their set-
tings and shows that they are as comfortable 
painting ropers out west as well as dressage 
horses. The Co-op is located at 26 Bridge St.,, 
Shelburne Falls and is open every day from 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. People may call  413-625-
9324 for more information.

FRIDAY, JULY 31

ORANGE COMMUNITY BAND summer 
concert takes place today at 7 p.m. on the 
bandstand in Butterfield Park, Orange This is 
the final concert of the season.

SUNDAY, AUG. 2

P E T E R S H A M  B R A S S  B A N D 
CONCERT will be held today at 7 p.m. 
on the bandstand on Petersham Common, 
Route 32, Petersham. Sunday’s performance 
marks the band’s 864th concert since being 
formed in 1914. Joseph Gougen is the cur-
rent director of the band. He is a native of 
Gardner and a graduate of the University of 
Massachusetts. Gougen is currently the music 
Director in the Northbridge Public Schools. 
Concerts will continue on the four Sundays 
in July and end Sunday, Aug. 2. Concerts 
are held rain or shine. In the event of rain, 
the concerts move inside to the Town Hall. 
Refreshments will be available at the band 
hot dog stand and the bake sale this week will 
also benefit the Band. Then Lions Club will 
also offer popcorn.

PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT OPENING 
RECEPTION takes place today from 4-6 
p.m. at the Petersham Art Center, 8 North 
St., Petersham. Photographer Guy Biechele 
of Athol will display the gallery with his 
recent photographs now through Sunday, 
Sept. 6. Regular Art Center hours are 
Thursday through Sunday noon-to 4 p.m. 
For more information about the exhibition 
and the art center, people may call 978-724-
3415. 

TUESDAY, AUG. 4

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT takes place 
today from 4-7 p.m. at Quabbin Regional 
High School, 800 South St., Barre. This is 
an annual community-building campaign 
that promotes police-community partner-
ships and neighborhood camaraderie to 
make our neighborhoods safer, more caring 
places to live. Businesses and programs 
from the Quabbin Community are invited 
to participate. If they are interested in set-
ting up at this fun family event, they should 
complete a short form, which is found by 
visiting www.QuabbinCommunityCares.
org. National Night Out enhances the 
relationship between neighbors while 
bringing back a true sense of communi-
ty. Furthermore, it provides a great way to 
bring communities together to showcase 
the opportunities that are available in our 
region for children and families. This event 
is intended to be a free family event, with 
activities and fun to introduce children and 
families to what hobbies, groups, fun, safety 
systems and varied supports are available in 
the Quabbin Region. Quabbin Community 
Cares, formerly known as Q-DRUG, will be 
providing hotdogs for families who attend, 
and invite local restaurants to join them in 
providing free taste tests.

THURSDAY, AUG. 6 

SPILLWAY LOOP TRAIL hike takes 
place today from 10-11:30 a.m. Participants 
should meet at the Quabbin Park middle 
entrance, off Route 9 in Ware. This easy loop 
starts at the magnificent spillway bridge and 
restoration area and follows the spillway 
channel to the Y-pool before turning to pass 
a surprisingly important habitat site.  The trail 
is partially wooded but sun protection is rec-
ommended, as is tick protection. People  may 
visit https://maps.app.goo.gl/rv4tzdEPrroba-
1jV9 to register.

FRIDAY, AUG. 7

PURPLE HEART DAY CEREMONY 
takes place today at 9 a.m. at Barre Plains 
Prisoner of War Corners, Barre. Purple Heart 
Day is observed on Aug. 7 each year and is 
a time for Americans to pause to remember 
and honor the brave men and women who 
were either wounded on the battlefield or paid 
the ultimate sacrifice with their lives. Purple 
Heart Day is also known as National Purple 
Heart Day, Purple Heart Recognition Day and 
Purple Heart Appreciation Day. Purple Heart 
Towns across Massachusetts typically hold 
official ceremonies and flag-raising on or 
around Aug. 7 to recognize the date in 1782 
when General George Washington created the 
Badge of Military Merit. Barre is officially 
designated as a Purple Heart Town, a title rec-
ognizing local combat-wounded veterans and 
honoring their sacrifices.

SATURDAY, AUG. 8

NORNAY PARK SUMMER CONCERT 
features theThe Other Guys from 5:30-7:30 
p.m. at Nornay Park, Main Street, South 
Barre. The final concert is Saturday, Aug. 22 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. The Barre Lions Club 

will run a concession stand for all Saturday 
concerts. The concerts are supported in part 
by the Barre Cultural Council and the Barre 
Recreation Committee.

SUMMER PORCH JAM AND PICNIC 
will take place today from noon-2 p.m. at 
Listening Wellness Center, 35 South St., 
Barre. This is free and open to all. People 
may pack a lunch (no alcohol), bring a blan-
ket and make some music Join us for an 
acoustical jam on our porch and lawns. Bring 
your own Some chairs are available. People 
may bring sheet music if they have it (three 
copies possible and their   instrument – guitar, 
bass, ukulele, harmonica, voice, accordion, 
box drum, clarinet, etc. This is free and open 
to all. There’s plenty of parking in their con-
nected lot at 28 James St.

SATURDAY, AUG. 15

N O RT H  S I D E  O F  Q U A B B I N 
WATERSHED HIKE takes place today from 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. It starts at Quabbin Reservoir 
Gate 29 in New Salem. This is a 2.4 mile 
moderate hike. The group will be walking 
through the forest on a dirt road and ending at 
the shoreline of the reservoir. Walking to the 
water, the hike covers 1.2-miles and relative-
ly little change in elevation. They will then 
backtrack and head out the way they came 
in.People should dress appropriately for the 
weather and bring water and snacks.  Dogs 
are not allowed.

FRIDAY, AUG. 21

UNIVERSITY OF WILD offers a range 
of programs starting today with the Earth 
Writers Retreat where local authors and read-
ers come to share their work. On the week-
end of Aug. 21 through Aug. 23 there be an 
Earthlands/University of the Wild Reunion 
focused on stories of former participants, 
followed by the annual Earth Alive Retreat 
where a range of populations come togeth-
er to share stories, learn new skills of liv-
ing with the land, and offering activism for 
the well-being of the Earth and all life. On 
Saturday, Sept. 19, there will be a co-spon-
sored program with the Petersham Historical 
Society for a day at Walden Pond and the 
Fruitlands Community as part of the ini-
tiative to learn more of the Transcendental 
Movement, which has a foundation of living 
lightly on the Earth. 

Calendar Policy
POLICY: Our calendar section is 

intended to promote “free” events or 
ones hat directly affect a volunteer-driv-
en organization that benefits the com-
munity. Paid events that are not deemed 
fund-raisers or benefits do not qualify. 
Non-charitable events that charge the 
public to enter are not allowed as we 
consider that paid advertising. The dead-
line to submit calendar items in the mail, 
by fax, or emailed in Word document 
format is Monday at noon or sooner. 
We usually print one week in advance 
of an event, and the listings should be 
brief, with only time, date, location, brief 
activity explanation and contact informa-
tion. 

➤ advertising deadline July 30   ➤ publication date  August 13

➤  DON'T MISS OUT ON A GREAT OPPORTUNITY!
Call Dan Flynn 413-297-5886 or Email dflynn@turley.com

1/8 page (3.5 x 2.25)  $89
1/4 page (3.5 x 4.75)  $159

1/2 page (7.13 x 4.75)   $299
Full page (7.13 x 9.25)   $499

Add Color $200

A COMMUNITY HANDBOOK FOR LONGTIME RESIDENTS, NEWCOMERS AND VISITORS

–  A  T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  –
WWW.TURLEY.COM
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BARRE – National Night 
Out takes place Tuesday, 
Aug. 4 from 4-7 p.m. at 
Quabbin Regional High 
School, 800 South St. 

This is an annual commu-
nity-building campaign that 
promotes police-community 
partnerships and neighbor-
hood camaraderie to make 
neighborhoods safer, more 
caring places to live.  

National Night Out is a 
free family event to show-
case the opportunities that 
are available in the region for 
children and families. 

Quabbin  Communi ty 
Cares, formerly known as 
Q-DRUG, will be providing 
hotdogs for families who 
attend.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE—Nine of the 13 
players on the Quabbin Area 
12U Little League All‑Star 
roster are headed for the 
full‑size baseball diamond 
next spring. 

Even with two losses in 
the state sectional tourna-
ment, Quabbin walked away 
with moments the players 
and coaches won’t soon for-
get.

B e c a u s e  n e i t h e r 
Leominster nor Athol/Orange 
were able to field All-Star 
teams, the District 3 tourna-
ment wasn’t held this year. 
Quabb in  au tomat i ca l ly 
advanced into the sectional 
tournament for the first time 
as the District 3 representa-
tive. 

“We didn’t get to com-
pete in the District 3 tour-
nament, but I think we have 
enough talented players to 
win it. We’ve been building 
to get to this point during 
the past couple of years,” 
said Quabbin manager Matt 
LaPointe. “We received our 
championship banner a cou-
ple of days ago. We took a 
team picture with the ban-
ner before tonight’s game. 
We hosted a sectional state 
tournament game for the first 
time and I’m very proud of 

these kids.”
Quabbin hosted Holden at 

Felton Field in a first round 
game of the double-elimina-
tion tournament on July 22.

Holden, who scored four 
runs in the top of the first 
inning, celebrated a 6-0 vic-
tory.

O n e  o f  Q u a b b i n ’s 
12-year-old players is Richie 
Valcourt, who was the start-

ing pitcher against Holden.
After allowing four runs 

on five hits in the open-
ing frame, the righthander 
only allowed two runs (one 
earned) on seven hits during 
the final six innings he was 
standing on the mound. He 
struck out two.

“They’re just a power-
house team and they were 
able to take the lead in the 

first inning,” LaPointe said. 
“I thought Richie did a fan-
tastic job of keeping them off 
balance after the first inning. 
We also made a couple of 
very nice plays defensively.” 

Fol lowing the game, 
Valcourt, who’s been play-
ing baseball since the third 
grade, talked about playing 
in the state sectional tourna-
ment for the first time.

“We’re a very good team 
and it’s very exciting play-
ing in this tournament for the 
first time,” he said. “I was 
nervous before the start of 
the game. I’m excited to be 
moving up to the bigger field 
next year, but it’s going to be 
challenging.”

T h e  o t h e r  1 2 - y e a r -
olds listed on the Quabbin 
All-Star roster are Clayton 

Cranston, Noah Currier, 
Lukas Lance, Michael Leslie, 
Dylan Mace, Hunter Mitus, 
Deklan Sampson, and Mateo 
Serra.

The other four mem-
bers of the squad were Jack 
Bowen Murphy LaPointe, 
Jake Pimental, and Lukas 

 Quabbin Area Little League competes in playoffs

Dylan Mace makes a 
throw to third.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Hunter Mitus fouls off a pitch. Richie Valcourt fires home with a pitch.

Blue Sox nearing end of regular season
HOLYOKE – The Valley 

Blue Sox went 1-for-2 in 
a  doubleheader  against 
t h e  M y s t i c  S c h o o n e r s 
on  Sa tu rday.  En te r ing 
Saturday’s doubleheader 
against the Schooners (22-
17) Valley sat at 16-18-1, 
sixth in the South Division 
and outside the playoff pic-
ture, trailing both Danbury 
and Bristol for one of the 
division’s postseason spots. 
The Blue Sox (17-19-1) 
responded with a convincing 
10-3 victory in Game 2 to 
split the twin bill and remain 
in the postseason hunt.

Mystic struck first in the 
first game and opened the 
inning when Bryce Detwiler 
lifted a sacrifice fly to right 
field after consecutive sin-
gles from Jack Harley and 
Anthony Belisario put run-
ners on the corners.

The Schooners added 
another run in the fourth as 
Chris Walsh lined a two-out 
single before Adam Troch 
followed with an RBI double 
down the left-field line, giv-
ing Mystic a 2-0 advantage. 
Valley answered immediately 
in the bottom half; however, 
Chris Cancel launched a solo 
home run to left field to cut 

the deficit in half.
Andrew Oppenheimer 

kept the Blue Sox within 
striking distance throughout 
his six-inning start, allowing 
three runs, only two earned, 
while striking out four. But 
Mystic manufactured what 
proved to be the decisive 
run in the sixth after a hit 
batter, a walk and a Valley 

error loaded the bases. Walsh 
singled to center to score 
Detwiler and extend the lead 
to 3-1.

Valley mounted one final 
rally in the seventh. Chris 
Carson doubled to center 
before pinch-hitter Alex Hill 
delivered an RBI single to 
trim the deficit to one. With 
the tying run aboard, Mystic 
closer MJ Bollinger record-
ed the final two outs to pre-
serve the 3-2 victory. Despite 
matching the Schooners with 
seven hits, the Blue Sox 
came up just short.

The Blue Sox wasted little 
time putting the loss behind 
them in the nightcap.

Nick Tomasetto ignited 
the offense with a solo home 
run in the first inning before 
Michael Iannazzo added a 
sacrifice fly later in the frame 
to give Valley a 2-0 lead. 
Tomasetto drove in anoth-
er run with an RBI single in 
the second, and after Mystic 
answered with one of its 
own, Valley broke the game 
open in the third.

Nick Spaventa blasted 
a solo home run to center 
before Chris Carson added an 
RBI single. A wild pitch later 
scored Michael Iannazzo to 
cap a three-run inning and 
extend the Blue Sox’s lead to Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Nick Tomasetto looks to turn a double play during 
recent action last week at Mackenzie Stadium.

Trey Spees swings and makes contact.

HOLYOKE –  Las t 
Thursday night, the pen-
nant race stepped up with 
rivals PeoplesBank and 
St. Joe’s matching up at 
Mackenzie Stadium. While 
PeoplesBank trailed early 
in the game, they nearly 
came all the way back, but 
St. Joe’s prevailed 9-7. The 
playoffs are on the horizon 
in the league with St. Joe’s 
and PeoplesBank likely 
drawing top seeds for the 
six-team playoffs.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Dave  C la rk  sends 
a throw to first for 
PeoplesBank.

Saints beat rival PeoplesBank

Joe DeMichele makes a catch at first.

Brandon Magni swings and 
connects for the Saints. 

Tre Yesu, of Monson, fires home for St. 
Joe’s.

Jake Jachym 
fires home for 
the Bankers.

See LITTLE LEAGUE, 
page 10

See BLUE SOX, page 10
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6-1. Valley continued to add 
insurance the rest of the way, 
highlighted by Tomasetto’s 
two-run single in the fifth, 
an RBI single from Iannazzo 
in the sixth and Nico Soul’s 
sacrifice fly in the seventh. 
The Blue Sox finished with 
10 runs on 14 hits.

Ear l i e r,  Carson  was 
named an NECBL All-Star, 
and the outfielder backed up 

the honor with another pro-
ductive performance. Carson 
finished the doublehead-
er 3-for-7 with a double, an 
RBI and two runs scored, 
helping pace a Valley line-
up that received contribu-
tions throughout the order. 
Tomasetto led the way by 
going 3-for-5 with a home 
run and four RBIs, while 
Iannazzo collected two hits 
and two RBIs. Spaventa also 
homered as the Blue Sox sal-

vaged the split.
Four Valley pitchers com-

bined to secure the Game 2 
victory. Lukas Jachens start-
ed before Niall Todd earned 
the win with two scoreless 
innings in relief. Jon Shields 
and Jason Pinsonnault closed 
out the final three innings as 
the Blue Sox improved to 
17-19-1, keeping themselves 
alive in the NECBL playoff 
race entering the final week 
of the regular season.

BLUE SOX from page 9

Valcourt, who’s the only ten 
year old player listed on the 
roster.

Mace led off the bottom 
of the first inning by hitting 
a ground ball to Andrew 
Charest, who was Holden’s 
starting pitcher. Mace was 
safe at first base with an 
infield hit and advanced to 
second base on a throwing 

error. Charest retired the next 
three batters.

With two outs in the 
second, Lesile also had 
an infield hit against right-
hander Ryan Sturrock, who 
relieved Charest at the start 
of the inning.

Sturrock,  who didn’t 
allow any runs on four hits 
in three innings, wound up 
being the winning pitcher. He 
also had six strikeouts.

After Holden scored a run 

in the third, the home team 
loaded the bases on sin-
gles from Lukas Valcourt, 
L a P o i n t e ,  a n d  R i c h i e 
Valcourt with two outs in the 
fourth.

Sturrock escaped the jam 
without allowing any runs 
following a flyball out.

It was Quabbin’s best 
scoring chance.

Their only other base hit 
was a single by Pimental in 
the fifth inning.

LITTLE LEAGUE
from page 9

Jake Pimental hustles 
for first base after mak-
ing contact.

Deklan Sampson throws back to the infield after 
making a play.

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Egyptian bull god
  5. Romanian monetary 

unit
  8. Santa’s helper
 11. Fictional Pink Floyd 

corporal
 13. Sea eagle genus
 14. Broad volcanic 

crater
 15. Minneapolis 

suburb
 16. Actual commercial 

worth (abbr.)
 17. Exchange rate
 18. Ethnic peoples in 

Guinea
 20. Men’s fashion 

accessory
 21. Craft material
 22. Offerings
 25. Early
 30. Large room
 31. Soviet Socialist 

Republic

 32. One who hauls
 33. Shorthand for 

accepting
 38. Promotional 

materials
 41. Loss of memory
 43. One who beheads
 45. Photographers
 48. Small, rich sponge 

cake
 49. White clerical 

vestment
 50. Partner to “oohed”
 55. Abba __, Israeli 

politician
 56. Zero
 57. Owl monkey genus
 59. Lace bug genus
 60. Mild expression of 

surprise
 61. Storage devices
 62. Keyboard key
 63. Make a mistake
 64. One-time Korean 

president

CLUES DOWN
  1. Bridge building 

degree
  2. Expression of 

sorrow or pity
  3. Large, stocky, 

lizard
  4. Rumanian river
  5. Missive
  6. Stout-bodied moths
  7. Brings out
  8. Bird of prey
  9. King of Thebes
 10. Cleaving tool
 12. African antelope
 14. Three are 

particularly famous
 19. Satisfy
 23. C. European river
 24. Dictator
 25. Portion of (abbr.)
 26. The 17th letter of 

the Greek alphabet
 27. Consume food
 28. Woman (French)

 29. Scrape or wear 
away by friction

 34. Popular vegetable
 35. Pacific Standard 

Time
 36. Brazilian state capital
 37. Paddle 
 39. Cause to become 

insane
 40. Drier and flakier
 41. Mimic
 42. ESPN host Kimes
 44. One who moseys
 45. Secret political clique
 46. Behind the stern of 

a ship
 47. Supernatural force
 48. Sanctuary in 

Orthodox churches
 51. Swiss river
 52. Grayish white
 53. Engrave
 54. UNC’s chief rival
 58. Midway between 

south and southeast

THOMPSON, CT  — 
The Crown Vics began 
Wednesday’s showcase with 
multi-time winner Ethan 
Williams showing the way 
early before youth prevailed. 
Upon his first time at the 
Thompson 5/8-mile, young 
Jack Emerson would take 
over the lead with eight laps 
remaining and never looked 
back to take the win over 
Williams and Ty Mello.

J a r e d  M a t e r a s  a n d 
Jason Williams may have 
brought the Late Model 
field to green but it was 
Matt Lowinski-Loh who 
quickly took over the top 
spot within the first lap. 
Materas would bring out the 
first caution on lap 10 after 
spinning across the nose of 
Jared Roy’s #1CT. Things 
went sideways once again 
on lap 18 with a mechanical 
issue slowing Jake Johnson 
leaving Williams and Mike 
Benevides to pile in for a 
massive wreck into the turn 
four wall. Back to green, 
Lowinski-Loh drove away 
with the 25-lap win over 
rookie Travis Hydar and 
Jared Roy.

Todd Douillard ran away 
with the lead at the start 
of the SK Light Modified 
feature before Austin Goff 
made it a two-man show 
by lap four. RJ Marcotte, 
John O’Sullivan, Kevin 
Davis and Daltin McCarthy 
ran nose-to-tail behind the 
leaders, keeping them hon-
est before Goff was shuf-
fled back on the inside 
groove. Motoring into turn 
one, Davis and O’Sullivan 
launched sideways into 
the corner to bring out the 
lap nine caution that also 
ended the day for newcom-
er Brandon Michael with a 

hard lick into the turn one 
wall.

Douillard would be next 
on the wrecker on the restart 
with Marcotte leaving no 
room to race, making hard 
contact with the turn one 
wall to end his day. Back 
to green, McCarthy, Goff 
and Eddie Gomarlo ran 
nose-to-tail at the head of 
the field. The busy night for 
the Thompson Speedway 
wreckers continued on 
lap 13 with McCarthy and 
O’Sullivan piling into the 
turn three wall. Under green 
for the final time, Austin 
Goff would run away with 
the win followed by RJ 
Marcotte and rookie Milania 
Shilosky.

Dan Bowes took off at 
the start of the Twisted Tea 
40 for the New England 
S u p e r m o d i f i e d  S e r i e s 
with hopeful winner Jon 
McKennedy dropping out 
on lap five with mechani-
cal issues. All the while, 
Jeffrey Battle began reel-
ing in Bowes out front as 
Ben Seitz lay in wait back 
in third. Battle would final-
ly nab the lead on lap 22 
while Seitz and PJ Stergios 
went to war for third behind 
him. Stergios would win that 
battle and one more against 
Bowes as the right-rear 
tire on the #25 was all but 
expired through the final fif-
teen circuits. Jeffrey Battle 
lambasted the field for the 
win with PJ Stergios com-
ing home second and Dan 
Bowes holding on for third 
to round out the victory lane 
podium.

Ryan Lineham would 
bring out the lap one cau-
tion in the Street Stocks 
when a three-wide move in 
the first corner didn’t pan 

out. Back under green, Nick 
Anderson and Mike Viens 
showed the way up front 
with Jerrod Soucy and Al 
Stone III keeping the pres-
sure on behind them. Soucy 
would make his way around 
to lead the halfway marker 
and never looked back for 
win number one on the sea-
son ahead of Lineham and 
Viens.

The Thompson Sunoco 
Modifieds rounded out 
Wednesday’s racing pro-
gram under the leadership 
of Nathan Pytko and Derek 
Ramstrom at the head of 
each lane under the initial 
green flag. Keith Rocco and 
Todd Owen made their way 
to the front by lap five just 
as contact between Bryan 
Narducci and Ramstrom 
sent the #35 into the turn 
one retaining wall. The 
remainder of the 50 lap fea-
ture saw Rocco and Owen 
wage their classic over-un-
der battle for position before 
Owen finally began to 
drove away with fifteen laps 
remaining to take his first 
Sunoco Modified victory 
of the season. Keith Rocco 
came home second with 
Narducci coming back from 
his penalty for the lap five 
caution to claim third.

The NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour returns to 
Thompson Speedway on 
Wednesday, August 5 for 
the Thompson 150 present-
ed by FloSports.com. The 
August midweek showdown 
at the Big-T will also fea-
ture the Thompson Sunoco 
Modifieds, Late Models, 
SK Light Modifieds, Street 
Stocks and Crown Vics with 
a 6:00pm Post Time. Event 
schedule will be released in 
the near future.

Jack Emerson grabs win at 
Thompson Speedway

Purchase a photo that recently 
ran in one of our publications.
Go to newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Colleges and universities announce 
President’s  and Dean’s list

President’s list
Dean College, Franklin

Billie Comeau of Rutland

Miami University
Oxford, Ohio

Avery Heppenstall of Rutland

Nichols College
Dudley

Riley Bassett of Gilbertville
Alyssa Senecal of Rutland
Brenna Patenaude of Rutland

Salve Regina University
Newport, Rhode Island

Jonathan Santimore of Rutland

University of Rhode Island
Kingston, Rhode Island

Raymond Owusu-Ansah of Rutland 
Brenna Ward of Rutland 

Dean’s list
Clark University, Worcester

First honors
Dominic S. Molinari, of Rutland
Zoey L. Lenahan, of South Barre

College of Holy Cross. Worcester
Jorji LaViolette of Barre, Class of 2026
Jenna Dupell of North Brookfield, Class 

of 2026
Caroline Bierfeldt of Rutland, Class of 

2028
Benjamin King of Rutland, Class of 2028
Timothy King of Rutland, Class of 2028
Lily Staiti of Rutland, Class of 2029

Dean College. Franklin
Lauren Orne of Barre
Kyulan Tremblay of Rutland

Essex Community College
Haverhill

Anna DiFiore of Rutland 
Sara DiFiore of Rutland 

Holyoke Community College, Holyoke
Micah Cerezo of Barre
Roxann Teresa Banks of North Brookfield
Morgen Alan Swallow of Oakham
Lindsey Brown of Rutland

Nichols College, Dudley
Colin Wallace of North Brookfield

Kyle Patenaude of Rutland
Joseph Collard of Rutland

Plymouth State University
Plymouth, New Hampshire

Jake Leazott of Barre

Rogers Williams University
Bristol, Rhode Island

Benjamin Auger of Rutland
Caden Francis of Rutland
Nathan Goozey of Rutland
Patrick McGugan of Rutland
Dominic Mogavero of Rutland

University of Rhode Island
Kingston, Rhode Island

Addison Brooks of Rutland 
Haley Fallon of Rutland 
Sophia Landeo of Rutland 
Grace Marrier of Rutland 

Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Worcester
Annabelle Magill of Oakham class of 

2028, civil engineering major
Brenden Lee of Rutland, class of 2027, 

interactive media and game development 
major

Brycen Pina of Oakham, class of 2026, 
computer science major

Bryn Dillon of Rutland, class of 2029, 
mechanical engineering major

Christopher Muldoon of Hubbardston, 
class of 2028, electrical and computer engi-
neering major

Emerson Allyn of Rutland, class of 2027, 
biomedical engineering and mechanical engi-
neering major

Frederick Smith of New Braintree, class of 
2026, civil engineering major

Heather Stuart of Petersham, class of 2028, 
majoring in Mechanical Engineering

Matthew Erickson of Barre, class of 2029, 
electrical and computer engineering major

Samantha Houle of Hubbardston, class of 
2028, environmental engineering major

Taylor Meier of Rutland class of 2027, 
data science major

Tyler Clark of Barre, class of 2027, envi-
ronmental engineering major

Vanessa Peloquin of Rutland, class of 
2027, electrical and computer engineering 
majorVinam Nguyen of Rutland, class of 
2027, computer science major

Yasmin Issa of Rutland, class of 2027, 
biology and biotechnology major

REMEMBER TO SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SPORTS TEAMS
ANSWERS ON PAGE 12
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Public Notices

DEATH NOTICES

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name 

of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 

which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a 
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Barre Gazette

Obituary 
Policy

Barre Gazette

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

ObituariesChurch News

Kay (Petersen) Boothman, 94
W O R C E S T E R /

H A R D W I C K  –  K a y e 
(Petersen) Boothman, 94, 
p a s s e d  a w a y 
peace fu l ly  on 
Tuesday,  Ju ly 
21, 2026, with 
her family by her 
side. 

H e r  h u s -
b a n d ,  D o n a l d 
Boothman pre-
d e c e a s e d  h e r 
i n  2016 .  She 
is survived by her sons: 
Glenn Styron of Long 
Beach,  California and 
Rodrick Styron of Seattle, 
Washington; her stepdaugh-
ters: Barbara Grofic and her 
husband Barry of Maryland 
and Laura Stamm and her 
husband Mark of Hawaii; 
her grandchildren: Dylan 
Styron of California, Kelsea 
Styron of Nevada, Pearl 
Marie Styron and Morgan 
Styron of Washington; 
great-grandchildren: River 
Styron and Mordecai Arric 
Dylan Styron; her sister, 
Lois Huffman of Silver 
Lake, Washington along 
with several nieces, neph-
ews, cousins and friends. 
Her sister Claire Purnell and 
her first husband Douglas 
Styron predeceased her.

Kaye  was  bo rn  in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota the 
daughter of the late Ralph 
P. and Frances L. (Oltman) 
Petersen. 

She earned her bache-
lor’s degree from Syracuse 
University and settled in 

Northport and Centerport, 
Long Island, New York 
where she raised her sons. 

She was a suc-
cessful real estate 
agent  working 
w i t h  M e r r i l l -
Lynch and Gravel 
Real Estate for 
many years. 

Kaye was a 
talented gardener, 
painter and knit-
ter. 

W h e n  l i v i n g  i n 
Hardwick, she and Donald 
raised llamas, and they were 
founding members of the 
Friends of the Stone Church 
in Gilbertville, along with 
good friends Mary and Phil 
Warbasse and other com-
munity members, a cause 
she was active in until her 
passing. 

She was an amazing ath-
lete who enjoyed sailing in 
her earlier years and playing 
tennis into her 80s (winning 
Hardwick Fair tournaments 
frequently). 

All who knew and loved 
Kaye will miss her dearly.

All are invited to cele-
brate Kaye’s life on Sunday, 
Aug. 16, 2026, at 2 p.m. at 
The Stone Church Cultural 
Center,  283 Main St. , 
Gilbertville, MA 01031. 
Burial will be private. 

Donations in her mem-
ory may be made to The 
Fr iends  of  the  S tone 
Church, P.O. Box 347, Main 
Street, Gilbertville, MA 
01031.

Boothman, Kaye 
(Petersen)

Died July 21, 2026
Services Aug. 16, 2026

McDonald, Joan Ann 
(Martin)

Died July 24, 2026
Services Aug. 5, 2026

PUBLIC AUCTION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

PURSUANT TO THE 
PROVISIONS OF 

M.L.C. 225 SEC.39A
THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES 

WILL BE SOLD ON 
August 1, 2026.

AT A SALE TO SATISFY OUR 
GARAGE LIEN THEREON 
FOR TOWING & STORAGE 
CHARGES AND EXPENSES

  OF SALE AND NOTICE:
2018 Nissan Altima 
VIN 1N4AL3AP8JC101513
2015 AcuraTLX 
VIN 19UUB1F58FA007285
2014 BMW 3 Series  
VIN WBA3K5C5XEKT33553
2020 Nissan Sentra 
VIN 3N1AB8CV7LY287127

2021 Chevrolet Trailblazer 
VIN KL79MUSL7MB153038
2015 Honda Civic 
VIN 19XFB2F59FE214729
2018 Hyundai SONATA 
VIN 5NPE24AF5JH706590
2008 Nissan Quest 
VIN 5N1BV28U98N107538
THE SALE WILL BE HELD AT 

Early’s on Park Ave.
at 536 Park Avenue 

Worcester, MA  01603 
07/16, 07/23, 07/30/2026

Sale of Motor Vehicle 
under MGL Ch 255 Sec 39A
Notice is hereby given by: 

Dave’s Tow & Transport, Inc 
pursuant to the provisions of 
MGL C.255 sec 39a, that on 
8/7/26 at 843 Worcester Rd., 

Barre, MA the following motor 
vehicle will be sold by private 
sale to satisfy the garage keeper’s 
lien thereon for storage, towing 
charges and other expenses in-
curred, including sales costs.
2014 Subaru Forester
VIN: JF2SJAHC0EH424475
John Francis Tambeau
48B Mechanic St, PO Box 364
Barre, MA 01005 

07/23, 07/30, 08/06/2026

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

HARDWICK – 
Joan Ann (Martin) 
M c D o n a l d ,  o f 
Hardwick, passed 
away peacefully 
on July 24, 2026 
in the loving home 
of her daughter, 
su r rounded  by 
family. 

Born to Joseph 
L. Martin and Emily D. 
(Lacombe) Martin of Ware, 
Joan lived a life defined by 
strength, resilience, kindness 
and unwavering love for her 
family. 

Joan is  survived by 
h e r  c h i l d r e n :  K a r e n 
M a j k a ,  S h a r o n  L o n g , 
Darryl Boudreau, Shelley 
Boudreau, Sherry Gould, 
Darren Boudreau and Ricky 
Boudreau. She also leaves 
behind 23 grandchildren, 
27 great-grandchildren, and 
two great-great-grandchil-
dren. She was predeceased 
by her husbands, Harold 
G. Boudreau and Thomas 
McDonald; her parents, 
Joseph L. Martin and Emily 
D. Martin; her sister, Jean 
A. Perron; her sons, Harold 
G. Boudreau and Derrick 
J. Boudreau; her daugh-
ter, Cheryl J. Lemoine; 
h e r  g r a n d s o n ,  J a s o n 
Berthiaume; her great-grand-
son, Ryder A. Demers; her 
great-great-granddaughter, 
Ella Skye Kline; and her 
beloved furry companion , 
Ginger, who held a special 
place in her heart.

 Joan embraced l ife 

with passion and 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 
She loved trav-
eling, especially 
her cross-country 
adventures  out 
west, and looked 
forward each year 
to spending win-
ters at her home in 
Florida. 

She found peace and ful-
fillment working in her yard, 
often tending to it from sun-
rise until sunset. 

She enjoyed reading 
romance novels, creating 
Native American inspired 
crafts, painting, horseback 
riding, and hunting with her 
boys at hunting camp. 

Whether she was build-
ing, repairing, or creating, 
there was truly very little 
Joan couldn’t do. She was 
remarkably resourceful, 
independent,  and never 
afraid to tackle a challenge 
herself.

Throughout her career, 
Joan worked at Diamond 
National, where she repaired 
machinery,  showcasing 
her exceptional mechani-
cal ability and work ethic. 
She later served as the Head 
Telephone Operator  a t 
Belchertown State School, 
where she dedicated many 
years before retiring.

Above all, Joan had a 
generous heart and was 
always ready to lend a help-
ing hand to her children, 
grandchildren, friends, or 
anyone in need. She pos-

sessed a rare combination of 
quiet compassion and fierce 
determination. 

Strong-willed, hardwork-
ing, and endlessly capable, 
Joan met life’s challeng-
es with courage and grace. 
Her beauty radiated not 
only through her smile but 
through the strength of her 
character, her resilience.

 Joan’s legacy lives on 
through the generations she 
nurtured, the countless lives 
she touched, and the endur-
ing memories of a woman 
whose love, strength and 
spirit will never be forgotten. 
She will be deeply missed 
and forever cherished.

All are invited to her call-
ing hours on Tuesday, Aug. 
4, 2026, from 4-8 p.m. at 
Charbonneau Funeral Home, 
30 Pleasant St., Ware, MA 
01082. Her funeral service is 
Wednesday, Aug. 5, 2026, at 
10 a.m. at United Church of 
Ware, 49 Church St., Ware, 
MA 01082 followed by buri-
al in Mt. Carmel Cemetery, 
Greenwich Road, Ware. 

Joan Ann (Martin) McDonald

Ninth Sunday after 
Pentecost 

“The Precious Nature of the 
Kingdom of Heaven.”

 Scripture Readings: 
Matthew 13 v 31 – 33

 and 44 - 52

I. Introduction
I imagine we all under-

stand what it means to be 
loved, to cherish the gift of 
close friendships, to find 
peace at home, and to experi-
ence fulfillment in our earth-
ly calling through our work, 
gifts, and talents. 

We also know what it 
is like to lack close friend-
ships, to be disappointed by 
others, to face difficulties at 
home and at work, and to 
struggle to fulfill our dreams 
and abilities. Let us consider 
what Christ teaches His dis-
ciples and the crowds about 
the Kingdom of Heaven—its 
beauty, its precious nature, 
and its worth beyond even 
the things we treasure in our 
lives.

II. Why did Jesus speak in 
Parables?

When the disciples asked 
Jesus in Matthew 13 v 10 
why He spoke to the crowd 
in parables, He answered by 
saying, “The knowledge of 
the secrets of the Kingdom of 
heaven has been given to you, 
but not to them. Whoever 
has, will be given more, and 
they will have abundance. 
Whoever does not have, 
even what they have will be 
taken from them. This is why 
I speak to them in parables: 
Though seeing they do not 
see; though hearing, they do 
not hear or understand.” 

Then, in verse 16, He told 
the disciples, “Blessed are 
your eyes because they see, 
and your ears because they 
hear.” Jesus was speaking 
within the context of His min-
istry that was well received 
by His disciples and the 
few who followed Him, and 
whose lives were transformed 
by Him, but at the same time 
His message of the Kingdom 

of Heaven, of love, peace and 
forgiveness was not received 
in openness by some of those 
in the crowd but was treated 
with disdain and disrespect. 

I can only imagine that He 
understood how demanding 
His work was, giving Himself 
each day to bring the message 
of the Kingdom of Heaven 
into the kingdoms of this 
earth. Though He was called 
to this work, it was exhaust-
ing, and at times He must 
have been dismayed by the 
people’s lack of understand-
ing and the closedness of their 
ears, eyes, and hearts. 

Parables kept those with 
closed hearts from fully hear-
ing, seeing and understand-
ing. It was only by allowing 
Him to break through their 
resistance that they would 
understand the deep mysteries 
of the Kingdom of Heaven.

III. The Precious Nature of 
the Kingdom of Heaven

To  show the  c rowd 
the precious nature of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, Jesus 
compared it to a mustard seed 
that grows into a great tree 
where birds find shelter; to 
leaven that a woman mixes 
into flour to make bread for 
many; to a hidden treasure 
that leads a man to sell every-
thing to buy the field; and to a 
pearl of great value for which 
a man sells all he has. 

The Kingdom of Heaven 
may seem small and insignif-
icant to some, but when peo-
ple truly receive it, embrace 
it, and allow the Spirit of 
God to transform them, its 
beauty permeates their lives 
and draws them into a life 
with God that is awe-filled, 
peaceful, joyful, and inclu-
sive—welcoming more and 
more into this beautiful divine 
space.

After this beautiful expla-
nation, Jesus then turns to 
the sobering reality of what it 
means to reject the Kingdom 
of Heaven with disdain. He 
told the parable of the net that 
gathered every kind of fish: 
the fishermen kept the good 
fish and discarded the bad. 

In the same way, He 
says, at the end of time the 
angels will separate the righ-
teous, who surrendered to the 
Kingdom of Heaven and will 
dwell with God forever, from 
the wicked, who rejected it 
and, by their own doing, will 
be handed over to the fiery 
furnace.

IV. Conclusion
Imagine ourselves among 

the crowd listening to Jesus 
today. We are invited to 
reflect on how open we are 
to the lessons of the Kingdom 
of Heaven and to the Spirit 
of Christ shaping our hearts, 
minds, and spirits so that we 
may live according to the 
Kingdom’s values: loving 
God and one another as our-
selves; practicing the humil-
ity, mercy, purity of heart, 
righteousness, peacemaking, 
described in the Sermon on 
the Mount; and rejecting atti-
tudes and actions that dimin-
ish, disrespect, or oppress 
others. 

Christ knew the crowd in 
His day and He knows us in 
the crowd today. Through His 
sacrifice on the cross, Christ 
opened the way for all of us 
to be saved and to enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven in all its 
mystery, beauty and loving 
kindness. 

When we accept Him as 
our Savior and allow the Holy 
Spirit to cleanse our hearts, 
minds, and souls, God begins 
transforming us and deep-
ening our understanding of 
Christ’s lessons for us. May 
God help us today, this week 
and beyond to reflect and 
open our eyes, ears and hearts 
to hear what He has to say to 
us individually and surrender 
our lives fully to Him. 

As we do, may we heed 
Christ’s warning about the 
end times, turn away from 
harming others, and choose 
instead a life of love, peace, 
and unity. 

Amen.

Pastor Margaret Keyser
Barre Congregational Church

30 Park St., Barre

Local pastor offers sermon

NEWS & FEATURES
As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, personality profi les, and community 

features that we know about. This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as well as 
spot planning board, board of health, fi nance, and other town meetings determined by the issue’s 
relevance to our readers. There are the annual major community event features that we should 
always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other features to celebrate the fabric 
of our communities and their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding for 
this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news or community features for the Barre Gazette, please email 
edowner@turley.com.

PETERSHAM – The 
Lions Club sponsors an 
online Pampered Chef party 
now through Monday. Aug. 
31.  

Based on product sales, 

20 to 30% will be donated 
to the Petersham Lions Club. 

People may visit https://
table.pamperedhef.com/par- 
ty/3486703kyv to order. 

People may email lynne-

shaw@gmai.com with non 
Pampered Chef questions 
and email sleblanc_pc@hot- 
mail.com for Pampered Chef 
questions and/ or to book a 
party.

Lions Club hosts online  Pampered Chef party

BARRE GAZETTE - SERVING THE TOWNS OF BARRE, HARDWICK, 
HUBBARDSTON,NEW BRAINTREE, NORTH BROOKFIELD, OAKHAM, 

PETERSHAM & RUTLAND SINCE 1834
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Barre Police Log

Public Safety

Rutland Police Log

Hubbardston Police Log

Sunday, June 21
12:45 a.m.  Emergency 

Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Williamsville 
Road,  Mutual Aid Transport

2 : 1 8  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Med ica l  Se rv i ce  –  S ick /
Unknown, Summer Street, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

2:23 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Vernon Avenue, Written 
Warning

6:47 p.m. Missing Person, 
Austin Street, Returned

8 : 1 7  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Overdose/
Poison ing,  Malone Road, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

9:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  Wheelwr igh t  Road, 
Written Warning

11:58 p .m.  Abandoned 
Vehicle/Parking Issues, Cutler 
Road, Officer Spoke to Party

Monday, June 22
12:38 a.m. Animal – ACO 

Call, West Street, Returned
3 : 2 1  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 

Medical Service – Breathing 
Difficulty, Williamsville Road, 
Mutual Aid Transport

8:19 a.m. Animal – Lost and/
or Found, Walnut hill Road, 
Returned

11:24 a.m. Harassment, 
Lane Road, Officer Spoke to 
Party

11:51 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, South Barre Road, Written 
Warning

2 : 0 3  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Unconscious/
U n r e s p o n s i v e / S y n c o p e , 
Pleasant Street, Transported to 
Hospital

Tuesday, June 23
12:34 a.m.  Emergency 

Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, West Street, 
Transported to Hospital

9:48 p.m. Noise Complaint, 
Valley Road, Investigated

Wednesday, June 24
8:16 a.m. Erratic Operator, 

F a r r i n g t o n  R o a d ,  C a l l 
Transferred

8:59 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Old Coldbrook Road, Information 
Taken

3 :19  p .m .  Emergency 
Medical Service – Welfare 
Check, Root Road, Mutual Aid 
Transport

6 :14  p .m .  Emergency 
Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Lane Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Thursday, June 25
6 :36  a .m .  Emergency 

Medical Service – Trauma, 
Marsh Road,  Mutua l  A id 
Transported

12:21 p.m. Complaint, Valley 
Road, Negative Contact

12:30 p.m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Welfare 
Check, South Street, Canceled

3:42 p.m. Complaint, Ruggles 
Lane, Officer/Chief Advised

6 :39  p .m .  Emergency 
Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Wheelwright 
Road, Transported to Hospital

9 : 11  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Lethargic, 
Hubbardston Road, Transported 
to Hospital

9:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
South Street, Written Warning

10:08 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Vernon Avenue, Written 

Warning

Friday, June 26
8:41 a.m. Fire – Motor 

Vehicle Collision, West Street, 
Transported to Hospital

9:34 a.m. Animal – ACO 
Call, James Street, Officer/Chief 
Advised

11:05 a.m. Animal – ACO 
Call, Hardwick Road, Officer/
Chief Advised

11:36 a.m.  Emergency 
Med ica l  Serv ice  –  S ick /
Unknown, School South Street, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

6:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, South Barre Road, Written 
Warning

7:04 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
South Street, Written Warning

7:06 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Stetson Road, 
Checked/Secured

8 :35  p .m .  Emergency 
Med ica l  Serv ice  –  S ick /
Unknown,  S ta t i on  Road , 
Transported to Hospital

9:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

11:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, Hubbardston Road, 
Vehicle Towed

Saturday, June 27
8:34 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Vernon Avenue, Written Warning
8 :38  a .m .  Emergency 

Med ica l  Serv ice  –  S ick /
Unknown,  Oakham Road, 
Transported to Hospital

2:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Wheelwright Road, Written 
Warning

2 :32  p .m .  Emergency 
Medical Service – Allergic 
Reaction, Worcester Road, 
Mutual Aid Transport

Sunday, June 21
12:24 a.m. Missing Person, 

Miles Road, Located/Found
1:23 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle 

– Parking Issues, Main Street, 
Officer/Chief Advised

6 : 0 4  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Bleeding 
(Non-Traumatic), Village Way, 
Transported to Hospital

6 : 2 9  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service– Bleeding (Non-
Traumat ic) ,  Pommogusset t 
Road, Mutual Aid Transport

9:52 a.m. Harassment, Barre 
Paxton Road, Officer Spoke to 
Party

1:22 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Turkey Hill Trail, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

1:49 p.m. Larceny or Theft, 
Maple Avenue, Officer Spoke to 
Party

2 : 1 7  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Bleeding 
(Non-Traumatic), Transported to 
Hospital

2:43 Complaint, Glenwood 
Road, Officer Spoke to Party

4:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident – No Fire Department/
EMS Response, Barre Paxton 
Road, Report Filed

6:26 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Main Street, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

7:10 p.m. Complaint, Arline 
Drive, Negative Contact

7:13 p.m. Complaint, Maple 
Avenue, Negative Contact

8 p.m. Motor Vehic le – 
Disabled, Main Street, Call 
Transferred

Monday, June 22
2:05 a.m. Assist Other Police 

Department,  Stevens Way, 
Officer Spoke to Party

6:55 a.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Main Street, 
Officer/Chief Advised

9:35 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Breathing Difficulty, 
Lewis Street, Transported to 
Hospital

10 :55  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Breathing 
Difficulty, North Brookfield Road, 
Transported to Hospital

12 :01  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical  Service – Mental /
Emotional/Psychological, Main 
Street, Transported to Hospital

2:27 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Breathing Difficulty, 
Sycamore Drive, Transported to 
Hospital

2:58 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Seizures, Woodside 
Avenue, Mutual Aid Transported

8:19 p.m. Juvenile Runaway, 
Main Street, Returned

9:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, Fisherman’s Road, 
Officer/Chief Advised

Tuesday, June 23
12 :04  a .m .  Susp i c ious 

Person/Vehicle Activity, Barre 
Paxton Road, Officer Spoke to 
Party

4:48 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Abdominal/Back Pain, 
Olivia Lane, Transported to 
Hospital

11:25 a.m. Erratic Operator, 
Pleasantdale Road, Negative 
Contact

1:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

1:50 p.m. Fire – Power Lines/
Wires,  Sunnyside Avenue, 
Investigated

2 :37  pm.  Ha rassmen t , 
Campbell Court, Report Filed

3:33 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Wachusett  Road, Negat ive 
Contact

4:45 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Watson 
Lane, Transported to Hospital

7:11 p.m. Property Dispute or 
Exchange, Main Street, Returned

7:15 p.m. Complaint, Rutland 

Heights Way, Report Filed
7:20 p.m. Animal – Lost and/

or Found, Central Tree Road, 
Returned

7:29 p.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, Gaffney Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Summons Stowers, Addison 
Lee, 26. Oakham

Charges Operating Under 
the Influence – Liquor OR .08% 
C90 S24 (1) (A) (1), Negligent 
Operation of Motor Vehicle C90 
S24 (2) (A)

8:31 p.m. Juvenile Runaway, 
Main Street, Located/Found

Wednesday, June 24
8:27 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 

Miles Road, Officer/Chief Advised
11:04 a.m. Assaul t  and 

Battery, Barre Paxton Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

11:37 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street,  Wri t ten 
Warning

11:55 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street,  Wri t ten 
Warning

12:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street,  Wri t ten 
Warning

1:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pommogussett Road, Written 
Warning

1:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

1:57 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

2:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

2:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

3:19 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Welfare Check, Root 
Road, Mutual Aid Transport

4:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East County Road, Written 
Warning

4:20 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Pommogussett Road, Negative 
Contact

4:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East County Road, Written 
Warning

4:49 p.m. Complaint, Maple 
Avenue, Officer/Chief Advised

5:23 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Maple Avenue, Criminal 
Complaint

Summons Dilworth, Arthur G., 
23, Yorktown Heights, New York

C h a r g e s  U n l i c e n s e d 
Operation of Motor Vehicle, 
Unregistered Motor Vehicle

9:28 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Barre Paxton Road, No Action 
Required

Thursday, June 25
6:36 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Trauma, Marsh Road, 
Mutual Aid Transport

9:41 a.m. Property Damage, 
Main Street, Report Filed

10:14 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident – No Fire Department/
EMS Response, Main Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

3:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

4:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Paxton Road, Citation 
Issued

4:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Criminal Complaint

S u m m o n s  R o d r i g u e s 
Ordonez, Luis Alberto, 43, 
Worcester

C h a r g e s  R e g i s t r a t i o n 
Suspended, Operating Motor 
Vehicle With, Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle

5:22 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Swollen Legs, Main 
Street, Transported to Hospital

6:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

9:45 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, East County 
Road, Negative Contact

Friday, June 26
12:15 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Barre Paxton Road, Written 
Warning

7:59 a.m. Erratic Operator, 
Main Street, Unfounded

11:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

11:17 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

11:25 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

11:34 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

11:41 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

11:54 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

12:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

12:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

12:20 p.m. Identity Theft, 
Forest Hill Drive, Report Filed

12:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

1:55 p.m. Harassment, Ridge 
Road, Report Filed

4:13 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Maple Avenue, 
Verbal Warning

4:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Paxton Road, Written 
Warning

5:21 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Glenwood Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

5 : 4 0  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, Central 
Tree Road, Transported to 
Hospital

5:46 p.m. Fire – Power Lines/
Wires, Grizzly Drive, Investigated

6 : 0 5  p . m .  C o m p l a i n t , 
Pommogussett Road, Negative 
Contact

8 : 0 6  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, Inwood 
Road, Transported to Hospital

8:09 p.m. Threats, Miles 
Road, Report Filed

Saturday, June 27
6:57 a.m. Serve Warrant, 

Gardner, Removed to Court/
Lockup

Arrest Tomer, Christopher L. 
Sr., 55, Hubbardston

Charges Warrant
7:27 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Falls, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

8:11 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Bethany Drive, Mutual  Aid 
Transported

8:36 a.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, Main Street, No 
Transport Required

9:19 a.m. Larceny or Theft, 
Wilson Way, Officer Spoke to 
Party

10:43 a.m. Landlord Tenant/
Neighbor Dispute, Wilson Way, 
Officer Spoke to Party

11:01 a.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Pleasantdale 
Road, Information Taken

11 :55  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Lift Assist, 
Soucy Drive, No Transport 
Required

1:13 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Sanders Road, 
Mutual Aid Transport

1:48 p.m. Juvenile Runaway, 
Miles Road, Officer/Chief Advised

5:41 p.m. Assist Other Police 
Department, Clinton, Negative 
Contact

7:43 p.m. Noise Complaint, 
Maple Avenue, Officer Spoke to 
Party

Sunday, June 21
12:45 a.m.  Emergency 

Medical Service  Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Williamsville 
Road, Mutual Aid Transport

9 : 3 4  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medica l  Serv ice  –  Fa l ls , 
Gardener Road, Mutual Aid 
Transport

5:42 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Main Street, Gone on Arrival

8 : 1 7  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Overdose/
Poison ing,  Malone Road, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

Monday, June 22
3 : 2 1  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 

Medical Service – Breathing 
Difficulty, Williamsville Road, 
Mutual Aid Transport

2:16 p.m. Property – Lost 
and/or Found, Gardner Road, 
Information Taken

5:25 p.m. Fire – Power 
Lines/Wires, Barre Road, Area 
Search Negative

11:31 p .m.  Emergency 
Med ica l  Se rv i ce  –  S ick /
U n k n o w n ,  C r o s s  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, June 23
7 : 3 5  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 

Medical Service – Falls, Old 
Princeton Cutoff Road, No 

Transport Required
3:33 p.m. Property – Lost 

and/or Found, Gardener Road, 
Call Transferred

6:40 p.m. Landlord Tenant/
Neighbor Dispute, Pine Tree 
Lane, Report Filed

7 : 0 9  p . m .  C o m p l a i n t , 
Madison Way, Officer/Chief 
Advised

11:26 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Madison Way, Public Assist

Wednesday, June 24
3 : 5 5  a . m .  S u s p i c i o u s 

P e r s o n / Ve h i c l e  A c t i v i t y, 
Underwood Road, Negative 
Contact

11:09 a.m. Gunshots, Old 
Colony Road, Office Spoke to 
Party

2:57 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Main Street, 
Officer/Chief Advised

3 : 1 9  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Welfare 
Check, Root Road, Mutual Aid 
Transport

8 :50 p.m.  Assaul t  and 
Battery, Malone Road, Report 
Filed

9:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
– Disabled, New Westminster 
Road, Vehicle Towed

Thursday, June 25
2:59 p.m. Animal – Lost and/

or Found, Barre Road, Referred 
to Other Agency

Friday, June 26
8:32 a.m. Disturbance/

Disorderly, Gardner Road, 
Report Filed

3 : 4 1  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medica l  Serv ice  –  Fa l ls , 
Worcester Road, No Transport 
Required

Saturday, June 27
6:57 a.m. Serve Warrant, 

Gardner Road, Removed to 
Court/Lockup

Arrest Tomer, Christopher L. 
Sr., 55, Hubbardston

Charges Warrant
8:36 a.m. Fire – Motor 

Vehicle Collision, Main Street, 
No Transport Required

5 : 2 7  p . m .  A b a n d o n e d 
Vehicle – Parking Issues, 
Worcester Road, Information 
Taken

6 : 0 3  p . m .  A b a n d o n e d 
Vehicle – Parking Issues, 
Worcester Road, Public Assist

7:04 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Old Westminster Road, Report 
Filed

9:33 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Main Street, Negative Contact
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Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15

5.25” x 4”
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

5.25” x 8” 

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

10.75” x 8”
$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

10.75” x 15.75” 
$1,200 for three papers
$320 for each additional paper

Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill,  
get them the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions  
you have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section  
will run in your community newspapers.

Call Dan today 413.297.5886 or 413.283.8393

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Chicopee Register • Country Journal 
The Journal Register • Quaboag Current • The Register • Sentinel 
The Holyoke Sun • Town Reminder • Ware River News • The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities

www.turley.com

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

BUSINESS
Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 

folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as 
the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns.

We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the 
news realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, 
through their ad representatives.

For more information on business coverage for the Barre Gazette, please email edowner@turley.com.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap).

 Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

PRAYERS 
ANSWERED

THANK YOU ST. JUDE for your inter-
cession and prayers answered. In gratitude 
publication promised. BLC

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381 

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage 
electronics, jewelry, coins, 
watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, 
hunting, advertising, radios, 
ham radio equipment, audio 
equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
 SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text 
or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 or visit my 
website at dannyselectricllc.com to 
fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All 
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic. 
#14960A. 413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN SPRINKLERS 
LLC. Need sprinkler repairs or complete 
system check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable 
service without big company prices. Call 
413-279-4122 to set up an appoint-
ment.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

AKC REGISTERED MINIATURE 
DACHSHUNDS. BLACK/TAN PUPPIES 
READY MID AUGUST.  VET CHECKED 
FIRST VACCINATION. WELL SOCIAL-
IZED. APPROXIMATELY 12 LBS WHEN 
FULL GROWN.  413-596-8190

RUSSELL PUBLIC LIBRARY SEEKS 
CIRCULATION ASSISTANT; 8+ hours 
weekly. Strong public service skills and 
solid computer literacy required. Detailed 
description at russellmapubliclibrary.
com, and on our Facebook and Instagram 
pages. Send resume to RPL,  PO Box 
438,  Russell MA 01071 or email 
rpldirector162@gmail.com rpldi-
rector162@gmail.com

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

The Town of Huntington is seeking a 
FULL-TIME POLICE OFFICER.  

$27.40 to $32.21 per hour 
based on qualifications.  

Application and complete job description 
are available online at 

www.huntingtonma.us
 or by emailing 

admin@huntingtonma.us

Deadline to apply is 8/6/2026 .
Town of Huntington is an Equal 

Opportunity Employer.

The Town of Huntington is seeking a 
PART-TIME CHIEF OF POLICE. 

 $37,500 - $50,000 yearly salary
based on qualifications.  

Application and complete job description 
are available online at 

www.huntingtonma.us 
or by emailing 

admin@huntingtonma.us. 
Deadline to apply is 8/6/2026.  

Town of Huntington is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

Email us at:
classifieds@turley.com 

Call:
 413-283-8393

Visit:
newspapers.turley.com/

classifieds

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

1,000’S OF ACs ON SALE!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!
BIKES, E-BIKES!!!
WE REPAIR BIKES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

SALES TAX HOLIDAY!!!!
AUGUST 8 & 9
PRE BUY BEST PRICES!!!!

SEE FLYER INSIDE!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

It’s Wave Season – 
Book Your 2027 Cruises

Sept. 26  ..Pickity Place Lunch .......................................$130
Nov. 7 ......Great Gatsby at PPAC ..................................$165
Aug. 30 ....7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise ..............from $1699
March 1 ...12-Night Caribbean Cruise ...............from $2499
May 23 ....7-Night Bermuda Cruise ....................from $1799

Lisa Caron Broker/Owner
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

Call today to get started!
508.341.8299

153 HAYNES HILL RD., BRIMFIELD
PRICE REDUCTION –
Fully remodeled late 1800’s Country 
Farmhouse Colonial with scenic 
views on 1.5 acres in a desirable 
Brimfield location. 2654 sf.  4 
bedrooms 2.5 baths. There is also 
a walk-up 3rd floor that has been 
finished and heated for additional 
living area. All new plumbing & high efficient propane boiler. This home 
has tons of character. Outside there’s a chicken coop & an old barn that 
needs some work but room to park 5 cars/tractors, etc.. The west facing 
windows offer views of the rolling hillside & gorgeous sunsets. Brand 
new 4 bedroom septic to be installed prior to closing. $559,000Lisa Caron Realtor®

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

Call today to get started!

508.341.8299

Are you ready to buy or sell?

SUMMERSUMMER
at TIMMY’S

EVERY SATURDAY 
7AM-2PM

JUNE THRU OCTOBER
20’X30’ AREA ON GRASS

Most have shades & tables
$30.00 Cash To Set Up

1042 West St. 1042 West St. 
(Rt. 122) Barre MA(Rt. 122) Barre MA
2 mi. north of Barre center2 mi. north of Barre center

CONTACT:
Text: 978-257-9461

Facebook: @timmy.s.996763

Century 21 North East
160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

OPEN HOUSE 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 – 11 AM - 1 PM

Hip-Rood Colonial  $560,000
8 Martin Road, Brookfield

Custom hip-roof 
Colonial located 
in the desirable 
Tantasqua School 
District. 7 Rooms, 
3 bedrooms, 2.5 
Baths, attached 2 
car garage on 1.61 acres.   The 26x26 owner’s suite 
includes an exterior balcony and a spa-like marble 
bath with a heated jacuzzi tub and a glass shower!

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

www.PostRoadRealty.comwww.PostRoadRealty.com

RANCH Features:
* 3 bedrooms
* 2 baths
* hardwood flooring
* granite countertops
* back deck
* central air
* 2 car garage

PRICE IMPROVEMENT – $489,900
215 SARTY ROAD, WARREN – A MUST SEE!

OPEN HOUSE – THURSDAY, JULY 30 4-5:30

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND $8 PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

FARMSTAND OPEN JULY 25TH

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– The Friends of the North 
Brookfield Town House 
have chosen James “Jim” 
Caldwell as their Artist of the 
Month for July.

Caldwell, who has called 
North Brookfield his home 
for 37 years, is described as a 
man of many talents. Though 
he has never considered him-
self an artist, Caldwell had 
taken up a hobby at a young 
age that has brought out 
memorable work that has 
touched many lives. 

Caldwell started with 
woodworking, which he 
learned from his grandfa-
ther, Wayne Earl, who was 
a machinist for the railroad 
and did a lot of building as a 
farmer. While woodworking, 

his grandfather loved using 
old hand tools and did every-
thing by hand. 

The ski l led work of 
using wood was something 
Caldwell picked up and 
learned at an early age. 

Later in life, Jim began 
to enjoy woodworking more 
from a historical value. 
Thanks to the knowledge of 
his grandfather, Caldwell 
has stuck with the traditional 
hand tools of woodworking, 
using hand tools used by the 
trades for hundreds of years. 
A time before the invention 
of power tools. 

When it comes to decid-
ing on a project, Caldwell 
starts with an idea or a men-
tal image that will pop into 
his mind. Once deciding on a 
project, Caldwell sticks to it 
and applies his skilled crafts-
manship.

“If I could figure it out, 

I would make it,” Caldwell 
said.

His common wood proj-
ects consist of crafting cases, 
boxes, toolboxes, jewelry 
boxes, wood bowls, small 
tables with drawers, chests, 
shelves and keepsake boxes. 
Many woodcraf t  i t ems 
Caldwell makes are with a 
lathe and many are made and 
are kept as heirlooms.

Many of Caldwell’s piec-
es have been given away to 
people who have a need. For 
example, he has made items 
given to people who have lost 
a loved one. 

This hobby of Caldwell’s 
gave him the opportunity to 
give away items that could 
be useful for people who 
want to store their cherished 
belongings. 

Caldwell was involved in 
contracting for many years 
and began designing cabi-
nets and working on interior 
woodwork. As time passed, 
Caldwell began to explore 
other woodworking process-
es, including inlay work. 
This form of woodworking 
is a decorative and detailed 
process where pieces of con-
trasting material are set into 
shallow, recessed pockets 
carved into wood. 

Caldwell is also interested 
in trying marquetry, a wood-
working technique in which 
images are made by cutting 
and assembling different 
pieces of veneer. Caldwell 
says there are woodwork-

ers in Italy that specialize in 
marquetry. 

Caldwell is also a vol-
unteer at Old Sturbridge 
Village, where he works as a 
tinsmith and as a bookbinder. 
During his time at the histor-
ic village, Caldwell applied 
his woodworking skills by 
designing a wooden guitar 
case for one of the Village 
musicians. 

S i n c e  h i g h  s c h o o l , 
Caldwell has also been 
involved in restoring vintage 
automobiles. He works on 
vintage vehicles at Parker’s 
Packards. 

The most unique vehi-
cle he ever worked on was 
a Derham Body car from 
1934 that was owned by 
the Vanderbilt Family. The 
car was a high school grad-
uation gift to the grandson 
of Cornelius Vanderbilt. 

Caldwell got to work on 
restoring the body work of 
the car, which had a rare 
body style. 

Out of all his skilled 
work, Caldwell finds wood-
working to be his most com-
forting. 

“I’m comfortable doing 
it,” Caldwell said. 

 Caldwell recently fin-
ished an 1830s period book-

case, which is all held togeth-
er by dovetail joints. Without 
the use of glue or nails, 
which were expensive back 
in the 1830s, woodworkers 
would craft these wooden 
joints to hold the entire case 
together. 

Examples of Caldwell’s 
work  can  be  found a t 
n b t o w n h o u s e . c o m / f e a -
tured-artists. 

James Caldwell named 
July Artist of the Month

James Caldwell is the North Brookfield Town House’s Artist of the Month for 
July.

Shown is one of James Caldwell’s wood turned 
bowls.

This box made by James Caldwell featured an 
intricate inlay.


