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BARRE – The town of 
Barre will hold a Special 
Town Election on Tuesday, 
Aug. 5. The polls will be 
open from 8 a.m.-7 p.m.

Town Clerk Ellen Glidden 
announces the last day and 
time to register to vote for 
the town of Barre’s, Aug. 
5 Special Proposition 2 ½ 
Override Election is Friday, 
July 25 by 5p.m.   

The Town Clerk’s Office 
will be open on Friday, July 
25 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. for 
residents, who wish to regis-
ter to vote in person. Online 
Voter Registration, Vote By 
Mail Applications, Voter 
Status, Ballot Status and 
drop box location are avail-
able online at www.sec.state.
ma.us/ovr/   

Sample ballot, warrant 

and election deadlines are 
available from the towns 
website by visiting www.
townofbarre.com and also 
www.mytowngovernment.org

There will be both early 
vote by mail and absen-
tee ballots available for this 
elections by sending in an 
application or by contact-
ing the Town Clerk’s Office 
clerk@townofbarre.com or 
978-355-2504 extension 5. 
Applications are available at 
the Town Clerk’s office or 
online.

The Special  Election 
Ballot contains only one 
question. It reads, “Shall the 
town of Barre be allowed to 
assess an additional $543,623 
in real estate and personal 
property taxes for the pur-
pose of defraying Municipal 
Department charges and 

Barre to hold Special 
Election on  Aug. 5

Select Board to interview four TA candidates
By Ellenor Downer

Editor
edowner@turley.com

B A R R E  –  I n t e r i m 
Town Administrator Greg 
Balukonis presented the 
Select Board with four Town 
Administrator candidates at 
their July 21 meeting: John 
Bianke, Melanie Jackson, 
Heather Munroe and Stacy 
Stout.

He said 32 candidates 
applied and in his opin-

ion the “pool of candidates 
were deeper than in the fall 
of 2023.” He said most were 
from Massachusetts and 
only two were from out of 
state. Many have Bachelor of 
Arts or Bachelor of Science 
degrees, several have Masters 
of Public Administration 
or Masters of Business 
Administration degree and 
even a Juris Doctor.

Barre Police Chief James 
Sabour in  and  Quabbin 
Regional School District 

Super intendent  Col leen 
Mucha assis ted him in 
reviewing the applicants. 
On Wednesday, July 16 and 
Thursday, July 17 he private-
ly interviewed seven can-
didates; another candidate 
declined. He asked them 
questions about Barre, bud-
get and finance, crisis man-
agement, conflict resolution, 
technology, human resources 
and labor relations.

I n t e r i m  T o w n 
Administrator Balukonis 

said all were informed they 
would need to complete 
a public interview with the 
Select Board and were inter-
ested. He said all were from 
Massachusetts and three 
lived within a short com-
mute. One of the candidates 
would not be available for an 
interview until Wednesday, 
Aug. 6.

Select Board Chairman 
Maureen Marshall said she 
preferred to hold the inter-
views on the same day rath-

er than two days. She also 
said they should begin the 
interviews before 5 p.m. 
The Select Board voted to 
hold the public interviews 
on Wednesday, Aug. 6 start-
ing at 2 p.m. The interviews 
would last about an hour 
each with some time between 
each interview.

The Select Board will 
check references of the can-
didates before the interviews. 
Chairman Marshall said the 
Board may be able to make a 

decision that night. She said 
“time was of the essence” 
and some of the candidates 
may have accepted another 
job by then. 

Interim Town 
Administrator

The current Interim Town 
Administrator will be leav-
ing the end of July. Select 
Board Vice Chairman Mark 
Regienus said the position 
should be advertised in house 

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
–  Board  o f  Se lec tmen 
Vice-Chair Jamie Gilman 
announced that the town had 
been approved for the Mass 
Save Municipal  Energy 
Manager Grant funding in 
its inaugural year, along with 
three other towns in the com-
monwealth. 

This grant is being offered 
by Eversource and National 
Grid and it is open to com-
munities served by either or 
both sponsors.

The sponsors of Mass 
Save funding will hire an 
Energy Manager to lead 
efforts to reduce municipal-
ities energy use and carbon 
emissions in municipal build-
ings. The Energy Manager 
will help Athol, Berlin, North 
Brookfield and Royalston to 
utilize Mass Save programs 
and incentives for energy effi-
ciency and building decar-
bonization projects in munic-
ipal buildings.

At the July 15 meeting, 
Gilman said the focus of the 
program will be on K-12 
school buildings. He said he 
believes that residents will be 
able to take part in this pro-
gram as well. 

A press release about the 
Mass Save Energy Manager 
Grant will be posted on the 
town’s website, northbrook-

field.net. 
Trunk or Treat planning
Pa r k s  &  R e c r e a t i o n 

Committee Vice-Chair Nancy 
Waldron said planning is 
underway for the annual 
Trunk or Treat that is held on 
the common on Halloween 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. This 
event is held rain or shine. 

Waldron said the event is 
sponsored by the commit-
tee and the North Brookfield 
Emergency Management 
Agency and they are looking 
for volunteers to help with 
the event.

“The more people we 
have, the better it’s going to 
be,” she said.

Waldron said they are hop-
ing to add a costume parade 
this year, that will go through 
the housing development at 
271 North Main St. She said 
they also plan to have hot 
dogs available for Trunk or 
Treaters on the common. 

She said community orga-
nizations are encouraged 
to set up tables during the 
event. She asked interested 
volunteers and organizations 
to reach out to the Parks & 
Recreation Committee or 
NBEMA. 

“Things are better in 
towns and communit ies 
when people work together,” 
Waldron said. “So, we’d real-
ly love to see some folks out 
there making new friends and 
making new memories for 
their families.”
Trash dumping/vandalism 

concerns
Gilman said he came 

across a couple of black bags 

full of used diapers on the 
rail trail, and an empty box of 
diapers at the crossing of Elm 
Street.

Waldron reminded resi-
dents to clean up after their 
dogs, especially on the com-
mon. She said this is a regular 
issue, particularly in the area 
of the soccer field. 

Board of Selectmen Chair 
Jason Petraitis said there are 
fines for leaving dog waste 
on public property. 

He said the town’s volun-
teers have put in a lot of work 
to keep the common enjoy-
able for all. He said a shade 
canopy that was recently 
added over the sandbox, has 
since been vandalized and 
ripped.

“There are fines involved 
in destruction of property,” 
he said.

Petraitis said the board 
received photos of children 
seen playing on top of the 
canopy, which he warned 
against due to the danger of 
injury. He said if the children 
are identified, the parents 
could be held responsible for 
any damage to the canopy 
caused by this misuse. 

“Don’t let your kids climb 
on the canopy…have some 
respect for where we live, 
have some respect for the 
people who do the work for 
you,” he said.

Board and committee 
vacancies

Petraitis read the list 
of vacancies for the town’s 

Town approved for inaugural 
Mass Save municipal program

Band Together for Mental Health
5th annual fundrais-
ing event held at 
Hardwick Winery

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK – Tyler’s 
Heart held its fifth annual 
Band Together for Mental 
Health fundraiser this past 
weekend at  Hardwick 
Winery.

Over the years the event 
has grown, and Tyler’s 
Heart has been raising 
more money year after 
year. Tyler’s Heart lives up 
to its mission by bringing 
awareness to mental health 
and encourage acts of kind-
ness by bringing education 
and resources to schools 
and communities. 

Alysia Kubert of Tyler’s 
Heart said the organization 
has grown in population 
every year and this year’s 

Band Together for Mental 
Health had an amazing 
turnout. 

“It was our biggest year 
yet,” Kubert said.  

Donations and sponsor-

ship have grown, and this 
year’s event featured five 
bands performing, a car 
show, Kid’s Corner, over 
50 vendors, food and bev-
erage vendors, raffles and 

merchandise. 
Members  of  Tyer’s 

Heart are always working 

See BARRE, page 6

See BAND TOGETHER, 
page 6

See SPECIAL ELECTION, 
page 6

See N BROOKFIELD, 
page 7

Orange Community Band goes 
‘Down Memory Lane

.ORANGE – The Orange 
Community Band com-
pletes its summer concert 
season with the sixth Friday 
evening concert, on the 
Bandstand in Butterfield 
Park, Orange this Friday, 
July 25 at 7 p.m.  

Steph Parker will take the 
audience “Down Memory 
Lane.” Music under consid-
eration for Memory Lane 
includes: “Battle Hymn 
of the Republic;” “Old 
Timers Waltz;” “Parachute 
Jump” in memory of Mal 
Hall; “Wagner; March and 
Procession of Bacchus” in 
memory of Tony Bosco; 
“Trumpeter’s Lullaby” in 
memory of John Tandy; 
“Count Your Blessings” in 
memory of Herb Maynard; 
“Valdrez,”  because we 
always play a Norwegian 

march for Nursie’s con-
cert;  “Fiddler on the Roof;”  
“Hamilton” as new music; 
Andrew Lloyd Webber in 
memory of Bob Ellison; 
“Teddy Bears Picnic” as a 
classic children’s piece;  
“Amparito Roca” is a classic 
band piece; “Fly Me to the 
Moon” is a bucket list item;  
“A Christmas Festival” is in  
everyone’s favorites list and  
“In a Persian Market “ is a 
band favorite for most of 
those with 40 or more years 
with the band, remembering 
the Minute Tapioca Band.

The Salvation Army food 
truck will provide refresh-
ments with proceeds going 
to youth programs for youth 
in the community, including 
music lessons.

The final concert on 
Friday, Aug. 29 will kick 

off Labor Day Weekend and 
celebrate Back to School.

Summer season spon-
s o r s  f o r  t h e  O r a n g e 
Community Band include 
Witty’s Funeral Home, 
Orange American Legion 
Post 172, Nursie Perkins 
Family, Lyman Family In 
memory of Gordon and 
Madena Kilhart, Dean’s 
Beans, Dotty V and Miffy S 
“Forebears and Traditions,” 
Susannah Whipps, John 
M Howe Family, Orange 
Lions Club, Trustees of New 
Salem Academy, Venture 
C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e s , 
Edward Jones Financial 
Services and Honest Weight 
Brewery.

An additional concert, 
“Back to School” will be 
performed on the bandstand 
Friday, August 29.

Submitted photo

Band members socialize at intermission at a recent concert in Butterfield 
Park

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago

Members of the nonprofit organization, Tyler’s Heart, attended the 5th annual 
Band Together for Mental Health event held at Hardwick Winery this past 
Saturday. 
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Barre Dining Center
BARRE — Elder  Serv ices  of 

Worcester Area Nutrition Program wel-
comes guests to dine at the Barre Senior 
Center, 557 South Barre Road. The 
following meals will be served for the 
week of July 28. Lunches are back at the 
senior center, but require a pre-sign up. 
Volunteers are needed at the Barre dining 
site. Volunteers are needed for Meals on 
Wheels (mileage reimbursement) and in 
the kitchen. People should contact 978-
355-5027.    

MONDAY – Honey mustard pork, her-
bed potatoes, roasted Brussels sprouts, 
Jello, marble rye bread

TUESDAY – Beef chili, brown rice, 
mixed vegetables, fresh fruit, pumpernick-

el bread
WEDNESDAY – Garlic brown sugar 

chicken, lemon seasoned potatoes, green 
beans, fruited ambrosia, whole wheat 
bread

THURSDAY – Zit with meat sauce, 
Roman blend vegetables, baked apples, 
Italian bread

FRIDAY – Not available
*Higher sodium entree Meal includes 

milk and margarine. Menus are subject 
to change. All meals are served at about 
11:45 a.m. each weekday. Reservations 
should be made the day before by call-
ing 978-355-5027 before 10:30 a.m. The 
donation of $3.00 per meal helps keep the 
program running.  

No. 4 Schoolhouse holds program
Recess for All Ages will take place on 

Sunday Aug. 10 from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. at No. 
4 Schoolhouse, 209 Farrington Road. The 
event will be held in the picturesque set-
ting of the historic schoolyard. They can 
reconnect and reminisce or romp through 
the schoolyard, sit in the shade of a tree 
for casual conversation or join in a game 
of croquet, badminton, ladder golf, sack 
race, blowing bubbles, running the three-
legged race, tossing a ball or taking part in 
other recess shenanigans. They should bring 
chairs/blankets, a picnic and a snack to share 
if they’d like. Lemonade ice cold water will 
be provided.

This is a drop-in event people can come 
and go at any time between 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
This is a rain-or-shine program as they will 
have indoor recess if the weather doesn’t 
cooperate. Children must be accompanied 
by an adult. There is no cost to participate 
in this event. Donations are welcomed and 
encouraged as No. 4 Schoolhouse, Inc. is 
currently raising funds for needed upkeep. 
An R.S.V.P. is not necessary but is help-
ful for planning and supplies by emailing 
No4Schoolhouse@gmail.com or calling or 
texting Allsion at 508-523-5858.

Quabbin National Night 
Quabbin National Night Out will be hled 

Tuesday, Aug. 5 from 5-7:30 p.m. at Quabbin 
Regional Middle High School, 800 South 
St.. The event is sponsored by Quabbin Drug 
Response Unifying Group and Quabbin 
Regional School District. This free event is 
for all ages. Any organizations or business-
es in the region that would like to partici-
pate should call 978-434-2001 and where to 
obtain a registration form.

Town wide yard sale happens Aug. 23
The annual town wide yard sale, spon-

sored by the Oakham Historical Association 
will take place on Saturday, Aug 23 from 8 
a.m.-2 p.m. To have their yard sale put on the 
map, people should send check for $15 made 
out to Oakham Historical Association, P.O. 
Box 236, Oakham MA 01068. The maps will 
be available at the town hall the morning of 
the Saturday, Aug 23. For questions,people 
may call K. Young at 508-882-3137.  

Office hours
State Rep. Donnie Berthiaume and Chief 

of Staff, Donna, invites constituents and 
town officials to meet them to express  any 
concerns, ideas or issues that they may need 
assistance with.  They may call  Donna at 
774-402-4742 if they would like a private 
meeting. On Monday, Aug. 18 office hours is 
at Oakham Town Hall from 9-9:45 a.m.   

August activities at senior center
Here are August activities at the Senior 

Center located in lower level of Town Hall. 
Monday, Aug. 11 and 18 Podiatry from 9 
a.m.-2.30 p.m reservations rare equired 

Thursday, Aug. 14 blood pressure from 
11:15 a.m.-noon and Tuesday, Aug. 26 blood 
pressure/glucose testing from 11 a.m.-noon.

Thursday Aug. 21: SHINE from 10 a.m.-1 
p.m.  reservations are required.

Tuesday, Aug. 26: SNAP benefits infor-
mation from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.All are welcome; 
no age restricitons. 

Ongoing activities include Monday 
through Thursday 9 a.m.-noon  puzzling, 
Monday through Thursday at 9 a.m. walking 
group – meet at Senior Center and Tuesday 
through Thursday at 11 a..m. walking group 
– meet at Senior Center.

People may call the Senior Center at 508-
882-4073 and ask to be added to the text 
MSG group and leaving their name and cell 
phone number.

Wednesdays at 9 a.m.Zumba Gold 
meets   in the Rutland Senior Center; $3 
donation per class.

Thursdays at noon weigh in at the Senior 
Center - support weight loss group.

Fridays at  10.30 a.m.  Functional 
Fitness is held at the New Braintree Town 
Hall;$3 donation per class.

Hot Lunches are offered at the Senior 
Center dining area Monday through 
Thursday at 11.30a .m.   Reservations are 
needed at least two days in advance and 
can be made through the Congregate Meal 
Coordinator from 9 a.m.-12.15p.m. by call-
ing 508-882-4072.

Friday, Aug. 8 the Council on Aging 
meets at noon. 

Lunch Brunch meets the third Friday, 
Aug. 15 at 12:30 p.m. at the 308 Lakeside, 
308 East Main St, East Brookfield. There is 
a sign up sheet in the Senior Center Main 
Room. 

If people can’t get to the Senior Center 
to make reservations or sign up  or for more 
information on offerings, they may call the 
Senior Center at 508-882-4073 and leave a 
message or email COA@Oakham-MA.gov.

BARRE – The Barre/
Hardwick Senior Center, 
located at 557 South Barre 
Road,  announces the sixth 
“theme” of the 2025 year-
long Stronger Together 
Initiative for the month of 
August-Self Improvement.  

There are some exciting 
opportunities happening this 
August centered around the 
theme of self-improvement. 
Whether people are looking 
to learn a new skill, enhance 
their current hobbies or 
focus on aspects like saving 
money, eating healthier or 
self-care, there will be a vari-
ety of presentations, activi-
ties and workshops available. 
These sessions promise to 
provide valuable insights and 
practical tips that can be ben-
eficial for anyone looking to 
better themselves. 

The “kick-off” introducto-
ry workshops for the month 
of August will take place on 
Thursday, July 31 at 12:30 
p.m. (this is a revised date 
from the originally posted 
date) with Sweet Sensation 
Culinary Confections and 
Wednesday, Aug. 6 at 6 p.m. 
at the Senior Center. They 
are excited to invite people to 
their upcoming opening pre-
sentations on self-improve-
ment. 

In these sessions, partic-
ipants will explore various 
aspects including physi-
cal, emotional and men-
tal growth. These are fan-
tastic opportunities to gain 
insights, share experienc-
es and embrace the jour-
ney towards becoming best 
selves.

Reminding  everyone 
again, one of the overarch-
ing messages every day at 
the Senior Center is “Join 
Us, and As Always, Bring a 
Friend.” The center invites 
the  “aging popula t ion, 
those 60 and over” from the 
towns and villages of Barre 
and Hardwick to come by 
the Senior Center and say 
hello. They may stop by for 
a morning cup of coffee or 
come for lunch, pick up a 
Silver Spirit newsletter and a 
calendar of events. 

Calendar  Events  for 
August and the Silver Spirit 
Newsletter: (These are in 
addition to the regularly 
scheduled very full calendar 
of activities) can be found at 
www.townofbarre.com/coa 
or https://mycommunityon-
line.com/organization/barre-
hardwick-senior-center-coa.

New date: Thursday, July 
31at 12:30 p.m. is the Kick-
Off Presentation for August 
at the Barre/Hardwick Senior 
Center with Sweet Sensation 
Culinary Confections. 

Monday, Aug. 4 at 10 
a.m. “Let’s Talk with Fred 
Hamel” The History of 
World War I. People may 
sign-up at the Senior Center 
front desk. Tuesday, Aug. 5 
The Barre/Hardwick Senior 
Center is closed for town 
voting.

Tuesday, Aug. 12 at 11:45 
a.m. seniors are invited for 
“The Heat is On” chili with 
the Barre Fire Department. 

Thursday, Aug. 14 at 
12:30 p.m. Beverly Duda, 
local yoga teacher and mas-
ter gardener talks about the 

benefits of gardening physi-
cally, mentally and emotion-
ally, as well as, the various 
herbs they can easily include 
in their yard or home for 
fresh recipes. 

Wednesday, Aug. 20 at 
6 p.m. Miles Funeral Home 
presents an information ses-
sion, round table discussion, 
to discover how advance 
planning can be one of the 
most meaningful gifts peo-
ple can give their family. 
Refreshments will be served. 

Tuesday, Aug. 26 at 9 
a.m. Allison O’Hare from 
Mass Audubon Society will 
present information on birds 
native to Massachusetts, how 
to identify them feeding, and 
other wildlife information. 

People may sign up for all 
these programs at the front 
desk at the Senior Center.

Wednesday, Aug. 27 at 4 
p.m. come for free Bingo. 

S t a y  t u n e d  f o r 
September’s theme rela-
tionships and,\ don’t for-
get Wednesday, Sept. 3 is 
the last “Wednesday Night 
Hang-Out” for this year. 

R e l a t i o n s h i p  K i c k -
Off Presentations are on 
Wednesday, Sept. 3 at 10 
a.m. and 6 p.m.

If people know some-
one who has knowledge and 
skills that they could bring 
to a presentation or program, 
the Barre Senior Center 
would love to hear about 
it. They may call Betty-Jo 
O’Brien, COA/Senior Center 
Director at 978-355-5004 
or email coa@townofbarre.
com.

People may cal l  the 

OAKHAM
by Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

Be sure your tires
are ready to go!

Get Ready for Your 

SUMMER VACATION

ORIGINAL 
TIRE CO.

SOUTH ATHOL ROAD, ATHOL 978-249-3477
Mon., Wed., Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.;

Tues. & Thurs. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m. -12 p.m.

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

287 Main Street
Gardner

978-632-0241

WE SERVICE ALL
MAJOR BRAND

APPLIANCES
NAME BRAND

APPLIANCES & TV’S AT 
WAREHOUSE PRICES

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Barre/Hardwick Senior Center 
lists upcoming events

Emily Aubuchont 
runnng to benefit 

NEADS
Emily Aubuchont 

of Oakham is run-
ning the Falmouth 
R o a d  R a c e  a n d 
raising money for 
N E A D S  Wo r l d 
Class Service Dogs, 
a nonprofit based in 
Princeton.

NEADS offers an 
array of Service Dog 
programs and pro-
vides Service Dogs 
for Veterans with 
disabilities or PTSD, 
people with hearing 
loss, children and 
adults with a physical 
disability,and more.

“If you’ve never 
heard of NEADS 
- they are a local 
non-profit located in 
Princeton that breeds, 
raises, trains and 
places Service Dogs 
to those in need. 
Last year, I was able 

to visit the NEADS 
campus and witness 
first-hand what an 
amazing organization 
and operation they 
run. We were able to 
meet one of the ser-
vice dogs who ser-
vices a woman with 
MS and witness what 
a difference this dog 
makes in her every-
day life that wouldn’t 
be possible with-
out NEADS. Every 
dollar  counts for 
NEADS to be able to 
continue to help and 
provide support to 
those in need. Please 
considering donat-
ing to my page here 
to support the ongo-
ing work NEADS 
provides to the com-
munity,” said Emily 
Aubuchont.

Have something to share?
Submissions are always welcome

Send your stories and photos to edowner@turley.com
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PUBLIC 
MEETINGS

BARRE
Select Board – Aug. 4 at 5 p.m.
Election Day – Aug. 5 from
  8 a.m.-7 p.m.
Board of Assessors – Aug. 5 at 6 p.m.
Felton Field Commission – Aug. 5
 at 6:30 p.m.

Planning Board – Aug. 5 and Aug. 19
 at 7 p.m.
Council on Aging – Aug. 6 at 12:30 p.m.
Board of Health – Aug. 11 at 5 p.m.
Cable Advisory Committee – Aug. 12 at 
7 p.m.
Library Trustees – Aug. 13 at 6:30 p.m.
Barre Housing Authority – Aug. 14
 at 1 p.m.
911 Memorial Development Committee
  – Aug. 14 at 5 p.m.

HARDWICK
Finance Committee – July 24 at 6 p.m.
Board of Health – July 24, July 31 and 
Sept. 11 at 6:30 p.m.
Master Plan Steering Committee –
 July 24 at 6:30 p.m.
Paige Agricultural Fund Trustees –
 July 30 at 6:30 p.m.
Planning Board – Aug. 5 at 6:45 p.m.
Council On Aging – Aug. 6 at
 12:30 p.m.
Paige Library Trustees – Aug. 7
 at 7 p.m.
Gilbertville Public Library – Aug. 12
 at 3 p.m.
Capital Planning Committee – 
Aug. 18 at 3 p.m.
Gilbertville Water District – Aug. 19
 at 5:30 p.m.
Conservation Commission – Aug. 20
 at 6:30 p.m.

HUBBARDSTON
Open Space Committee – July 24
 at 7 p.m.
Community Outreach Meeting by Paper 
 Crane and Lovewell – July 31
 at 6:30 p.m.

NORTH BROOKFIELD.
Fire Highway Building Committee –
 July 24 at 4 p.m. 
Sewer Commissioners – Aug. 4 at
 3:30 p.m.
Rep. Berthiaume Office Hours –
 Aug. 18 at 11 a.m.-noon
Planning Board – Aug. 20 at 6 p.m.

OAKHAM
Board of Selectmen – Aug. 4  and
 Aug. 18 at 6 p.m.

PETERSHAM
Select Board –  July 31, Aug. 14,
 Aug. 28, Sept.11, Sept. 18 and Sept. 25 
at 5:30 p.m.
Board of Assessors – Aug. 1 at 9 a.m. 
Open Space and Recreation
 Committee – Aug. 5 at 6 p.m.
Conservation Commission – Aug. 5
 at 7 p.m.
Council on Aging – Aug. 11 at 10 a.m.
Cemetery Commission – Aug. 12
  at 10 a.m.
Petersham Historic District – Aug. 21
 at 6 p.m.

RUTLAND
Finance Committee – July 31 at 6 p.m.
Bylaw Committee – July 31 at 7 p.m.

Editorial deadline reminder
Deadline for e-mailed press releases is noon on 

Monday. Deadline for hard copy is noon on Friday. 

Corrections policy
The Barre Gazette will gladly correct factual errors 

that appear in this paper. Corrections or clarifications will 
always appear on Page 2. To  request a orrection, send 
information to Editor Ellenor Downer at barrenews@
turley.com or call 978-355-4000. Corrections may also be 
requested in writing at Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, 
MA 01005.

Dinghy Dash set for Aug. 23
The Eighth Annual Dingy Dash will 

take place on Saturday, Aug. 23 at 10 a.m. 
on Brigham Pond. This year there are three 
categories to choose from single occupant 
adult, single occupant youth and group vessel. 
People can find official entry forms and rules 
on the town website under special events.

Deadline to enter is Monday, Aug. 18. 
Sponsors are Hubbardston Police Association, 
J.P. McCarthy & Sons and The Ruptured 
Duck.

Nature hike
Wendy Howes will lead a hike at the Mt. 

JeffersonConservation Area on Sunday, July 
27 from 9:30 a.m. to mid-day. Mt. Jefferson 
Conservation Area features several roadside 
fields and wooded paths and trails. People can 
usually expect a good variety of butterfly and 
bird species. They’ll initially look and listen 
for late-summer breeding bird species and 
their fledglings, as well as unexpected birds 
that may already have dispersed from their 
usual nesting areas. When the sun warms the 
landscape, they should start to see butterflies 
foraging in the fields. There are opportuni-
ties to use shaded areas if it becomes uncom-
fortably hot. If there is interest, they’ll visit 
a nearby DCR-owned property in search of 
silver-bordered fritillary. Participants should 
bring water and snacks. People should use 
natural insect repellants only. People must 
pre-register by emailing warerivernatureclub@
yahoo.com. Butterfly watchers may choose to 
arrive later than 9:30 a.m. and should let that 
be known when registering.

Rep. Berthiaume office hours
State Rep. Donnie Berthiaume and Chief 

of Staff, Donna, invites constituents and town 
officials to meet them to express any concerns, 
ideas or issues that they may need assistance 
with. 

They may call  Donna at 774-402-4742 
if they would like a private meeting. Office 
hours are Tuesday, Aug. 19 at the Hubbardston 
Senior Center from 10:30-11:30 a.m.

Senior Center
The Hubbardston Senior Center, 7A Main 

St., events include: Bingo from 12:30-3 p.m. 
on Mondays; Knitting Group at 10 a.m. every 
Tuesday at 10 a.m. and WiiBowling beginning 
at 8:30 a.m. every Monday and Wednesday 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. Eggs may be picked up 
on Thursdays at 8:30 a.m. in the Senior Center. 
Cribbage is played on Thursdays from 1:30-3 
p.m. Pitch is played the first and third Friday 
of the month at 6:30 p.m. Art group meets 
every Friday at 9 a.m.

HUBBARDSTON
by Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Full-time Park Administrator for a large, over-55 mo-
bile home community. Responsibilities include over-
seeing facilities and maintenance crew, as well as 
enforcement of cooperative rules. Individual would 
be expected to take an active role in day-to-day op-
erations, in coordination with President, Board of Di-
rectors, maintenance crew and office staff. 

Requirements include previous management expe-
rience; general knowledge of building, property and 
vehicle maintenance; excellent organizational, com-
munications, and time-management skills. 

Resumes can be sent to: 
Pine Valley Plantation Cooperative, 
281 Chauncey Walker St., OFC30, 

Belchertown, MA 01007
or emailed to office@pvpco-op.com

Attention: Richard Kelleher, President

 Please include days and times that you would be 
available for an in-person interview.

Park Administrator 

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

PARKER GLASS
Owned & Operated by the Parker Family

The Clear Choice For All Your Glass Needs

• Window Repairs
• Table Tops
• Plexiglass/Lexan
• Woodstove Glass
• Tempered Glass

• Decorative Glass
• Screen Repairs
• Mirrors
• Insulated Glass
• Laminated Glass

Serving the Gardner/Athol area since 1980
441 Chestnut St., Gardner - Monday - Friday 8:00-4:30

978-632-5382 • 800-564-5382
parkerglass@comcast.net

www.parker-glass.com

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Quabbin Commmunity 
Band features broadway hits

BARRE – This com-
ing Sunday marks the sev-
enth concert in the summer 
series presented by The 
Quabbin Community Band, 
and will feature many favor-
ites from the Broadway 
stage. “Phantom of the 
Opera”, “Les Miserables”, 
“Fiddler on The Roof”, and 
“My Fair Lady” will be 
featured along with guest 
vocalist Mary Catherine 
Salo who will be back with 
the band for her third sum-
mer to sing, “Highlights 
from South Pacific”, and 
“Selections from Chicago.” 

The band will also be 
performing, “Symphonic 
Gershwin” as  wel l  as 
“Godspell Medley” and sev-
eral more! 

Membership in the band 
is at an all time high fol-
lowing COVID, and so are 
the crowds in attendance! 
Be sure to participate in the 
weekly 50/50 drawing when 
you come out to enjoy great 
home town music on the 
Barre Common, and look 
through the concert booklet 

to support the many won-
derful local businesses who 
have come out to support 
the QCB this season. 

All summer concerts 

begin at 6 pm. Should there 
be rain on any Sunday 
evening, the concerts are 
moved indoors to the Barre 
Town Hall.

Submitted photo

Mary Catherine Salo returns as guest vocalist with 
the Quabbin Community Band on Sunday, July 27.

Concert benefits Mount Grace 
Land Conservation Trustee

BARRE  – After complet-
ing a massive conservation 
project in Barre last year, one 
that has permanently protect-
ed over 800 acres of fields, 
forests and farmland, Mount 
Grace Land Conservation 
Trust and Stone Cow Brewery 
are teaming up to once again 
host their third annual Fields 
and Forests Forever Music 
Fest to celebrate local con-
servation on Saturday, Aug. 2 
from 5:30-9 p.m.

The outdoor concert take 
place at Stone Cow Brewery, 
West Street. Proceeds from 
ticket and merchandise sales 
will benefit Mount Grace, 
helping to support and expand 
the nonprofit’s conserva-
tion efforts across the North 
Quabbin region.

The evening promises live 
music, local food trucks, and 
a wide selection of Stone 
Cow Brewery beverages. This 
year’s lineup includes per-
formances by The Whiskey 
Treaty Roadshow, a high-en-
ergy Americana band made up 
of Massachusetts songwriters, 
and the beloved Petersham 
Jams House Band. 

“There is no better place 
for Mount Grace to show-
case the importance of land-
scape-scale conservation 

than on a property that we’ve 
helped protect,” said Emma G. 
Ellsworth, Executive Director 
at Mount Grace. Much of the 
local food and beer that gets 
sold at Stone Cow Brewery 
comes directly from the 
Carter-Stevens Farm – a farm 
whose vegetable fields can be 
seen from the festival venue. 
“Lively celebrations like this 
one deepen our community’s 
connection to the land. From 
enjoying locally grown food to 
creating unforgettable mem-
ories, conservation connects 
us to the working and natu-
ral landscapes that define our 
region.”

“Five generations of fam-
ily have lived and worked on 
this land,” says Phil Stevens, 
owner of the 1,000-acre Carter 
and Stevens Farm. “This con-
cert is a celebration of our 
community’s shared connec-
tion to the land and all that it 
provides.”

Mount Grace hosted the 
first Fields & Forests Forever 
Music Fest in 2023, drawing 
more than 1,000 concertgoers. 
The festival has since become 
a summer staple, and organiz-
ers hope for a similarly strong 
turnout this year for another 
evening of music under the 
mid-summer sky.

M o u n t  G r a c e  L a n d 
Conservation Trust (Mount 
Grace) is a non-profit, region-
al land trust that conserves 
and cares for our forests, 
farms, and waterways to pro-
mote healthy communities in 
climate-resilient, biodiverse 
landscapes. They serve 23 
towns in central and western 
Massachusetts and are Land 
Trust Alliance certified. To 
find out more about Mount 
Grace, visit mountgrace.org.

Stone Cow Brewery is a 
farm brewery and restaurant 
located on the 1,000-acre 
Carter-Stevens Farm in Barre, 
Massachusetts. Operating out 
of a historic 1820s post & 
beam barn since 2016, Stone 
Cow Brewery has grown to 
become the centerpiece of the 
Carter-Stevens family’s work-
ing dairy farm. They’re built 
on a deep belief that shar-
ing farm-to-table food and 
drink with others is not only 
a sacred act but also serves 
the heart of any good com-
munity. They pride themselves 
on being a destination brew-
ery for all and hope you and 
your family will experience, 
explore, and love the best that 
our farm has to offer. People 
may visit Stonecowbrewery.
com to learn more.

Finn Park to hold 
dance and

barbecue July19
RUTLAND – A Scandinavian dance 

will be held on Saturday July 19 from 
7-10 p.m. at Sovittaja Hall, Finn Park, 
located off Pleasantdale Road. Admission 
is $8 and refreshments will be served.

 On Sunday, July 27 the 54th annual 
chicken barbecue will be held 12:30-1:30 
p.m. at Finn Park, road off Pleastandale 
Road. Tickets are $18 and must be 
secured in advance by calling 508-365-
3062. No tickets will be sold at the door.
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Letters to the 
Editor Policy
Letters to the editor 

should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship prior 
to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain unsub-
stantiated allegations, personal 
attacks, defamation of char-
acter and offensive language. 
All unknown or alleged facts 
and quotations offered by the 
author need to cite credible, 
unbiased sources. Send letters 
to: Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 
448, Barre, MA 01005 or via 
email to edowner@turley.com. 
The deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon.

PERIODICAL POSTAGE 
PAID AT BARRE, MA

The Barre Gazette is a 
weekly newspaper pub-

lished every Thursday 
by Barre Gazette, Inc., 

with offices located at 5 
Exchange St., Barre, MA 
01005 and at 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 01069. 
Telephone at 978-355-

4000 or FAX at 978-355-
6274. USPS number is 

044-560. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to:

Barre Gazette, 24 Water St.
 Palmer, MA 01069

$1.00 per copy
Subscription rate: $33 for 

one year, 
$44 for two years

Out of State: $38 for one 
year, 

$54 for two years 

TEAM
EDITOR

Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Dan Flynn
dflynn@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

BARRE          GAZETTE

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President

The Barre Gazette (USPS 044560) is 
published every Thursday by

Turley Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., 
Palmer, Mass. 01069. Telephone

(413) 283-8393, Fax  (413) 289-1977. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes 

to Turley Publications, Inc., 
24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 

@ Barre Gazette
WEB

www.barregazette.turley.com

Opinion

In Past Pages
5 years (July 30, 2020)

Aaron Langlois, Oakham 
public health nurse, said 
there were two new cases 
of COVID-19 in town last 
week. This brings the total 
positive cases to nine with 
seven recovered and two 
active. He also said the state 
put into place a new travel 
requirement effective Aug. 1. 
People traveling south of New 
England must fill out  a form 
available online upon return 
to Massachusetts. Failure to 
file the form would result in a 
$500 per day fine. They must 
quarantine for 14 days or get 
tested for COVID-19 and have 
a negative result.

T h e  t ow n  o f  N o r t h 
Brookfield will hold a Special 
Town Meet ing Tuesday, 
Aug. 4 at 7 p.m. in the North 
B r o o k f i e l d  E l e m e n t a r y 
School. Voters will act on a 
six article warrant. The first 
article asks voters to fund 
a little over $13 million, 
13,100,000 for state mandat-
ed upgrades required to the 
wastewater treatment plant 
located on East Brookfield 
Road. The vote shall contin-
gent on passage of a propo-
sition 2 ½, so called debt 
exclusion. Approval of a 
debt exclusion 2 ½ override 
requires tow parts, passage 
at town meeting and then a 
majority yes vote at a ballot 
election. 

The board of selectmen 
issued a parking ban for both 
sides of Brooks Pond Road 
for the length of the road in 
North Brookfield at its July 21 
meeting. Following the select-
men’s vote to ban parking on 
both sides of Brooks Pond 
Road, the audience clapped. 
Selectman chair Dale Kiley 
said he drove by Brooks Pond 
last Sunday and took a video 
that showed cars parked on 
both sides of the road, open 
car doors and children run-
ning down the road. He sent it 
to Police Chief Smith. Several 
residents attended the meet-
ing and said the congestion 
on the road was dangerous. 
Another resident said she took 
a walk along the road and 
noticed a lot of nip bottles and 
beer cans. The town posted 
no parking signs, but people 
have taken down the no park-
ing signs and littering signs 
as well. Residents said con-
gestion and littering has been 
a problem for many years and 
not just this summer because 
of COVID-19.

10 years (July 30, 2015)

Last Saturday marked 
the 52nd year of the Oakham 
Yo u t h  Fa i r  a t  W r i g h t 
Memorial Field, Ware Corner 
Road. Once again the shone 
on this small local fair, one of 
the first of the fair season that 
runs from summer into fall. 
Tina Bemis of Bemis Farms 
Nursery donated her time as 
flower and vegetable judge. 

For residents that are not 
currently a registered voter in 
the town of Hubbardston, the 

last day and time to register to 
be eligible to vote in the Aug. 
10 Hubbardston Special Town 
Meeting is Friday, July 31 at 8 
p.m. Forms may be completed 
in person at the town clerk’s 
office or are available at the 
Hubbardston Post Office.

Tuesday was a perfect day 
to hold a groundbreaking cer-
emony that officially marked 
the beginning of the Barre 
Common Improvement proj-
ect. This project was 60 years 
in the making. MassDOT state 
in its press release announc-
ing the groundbreaking, “The 
Barre Common Improvements 
Project will improve traffic 
flow, safety and pedestrian 
access on the roadways that 
frame the Common. The $3.2 
million project will redesign 
the five intersections where 
town roads meet Route 122, 
32 and the piece of Route 62 
that leads to the common.”

25 years (July 27, 2000)

Hubbardston Highway 
Chief Lyn Gauthier spoke to 
Selectmen about some of his 
concerns at the joint brain-
storming session held on July 
17. A problem exists with the 
clay pit on Route 68 below 
town owned by the Kataisto 
bro thers ,  Gauth ie r  to ld 
Selectmen. He said he had 
sent a letter to the Kataistos 
and had also talked with some 
at the pit regarding the issue 
of clay being pulled onto 
Route 68 by the tires of  the 
trucks. The yellow lines in the 
road are blurred by the clay 
and the entrance are starting 
to fill up silt.

In an effort to learn just 
what the various boards 
and committees saw a as 
their missions and goals 
for the future, Hubbardston 
Selectmen met with heads 
of departments for a brain-
storming session on July 17. 
Selectman Chairman Dottie 
Athens prefaced her remarks 
by saying, “We are embark-
ing on a partnering process.” 
Other town have found this 
process very helpful. She 
suggested formulating plans 
and ideas for the next fiscal 
year and asked each board and 

committee to give a synopsis 
of its plans.

Politics is the art of com-
promise and hopefully a 
compromise means each side 
gets something although not 
everything. That might be the 
best way to describe the new 
state budget plan, awaiting a 
return of roughly $150 mil-
lion to $200 million in vetoes 
by Governor A. Paul Cellucci. 
For state Sen. Stephen Brewer 
(D-Barre) and state Rep. 
David Tuttle (R-Barre), there 
were good things and bad 
within the thousands of line 
items but overall, it is a good 
fiscal plan for the state.

38 years (July 30, 1987) 

T h e  b i g g e s t  d a y  i n 
Oakham’s 225th birthday 
anniversary celebration will 
Sunday, Aug. 9 with many 
events taking place during 
the day, according to Maude 
Stone, chairman of the com-
mittee in charge and Marcia 
Casault, secretary. This will 
be Open House Day spon-
sored by the committee. 
From 1-5 p.m. the Town Hall, 
Fobes Memorial Library, 
the Center School, the Fire 
Station and the Oakham 
Congregational Church will 
be open to the public. The day 
will begin with dedication of 
the Veterans Memorials in 
Memorial Hall of the Town 
Hall at 11:30 a.m. Howard 
Dean is chairman of the War 
Memorial Committee, which 
has been making the arrange-
ments. War Memorial plaques 
for World War II, the Korean 
Conflict and the Vietnam Era 
will be dedicated.

The Barre Area Citizens 
Alliance is requesting a meet-
ing with Metropolitan District 
Commissioner William Geary 
and Attorney General James 
Shannon to sue their state 
offices to stop construction 
of Ground Wave Emergency 
Network Tower at Barre Falls. 
The alliance is circulating 
petitions throughout the area 
requesting action by these 
officials. Area citizens have 
opposed the GWEN Tower for 

Look Back
Quabbin Regional High

School – 2004

File photo

Senior Class President Andrea Rochette and 
Vice President Daniel Riggs led their class-
mates onto Alumni Field for the graduation 
ceremony in June 2004.

I  a p p r e c i a t e  R i c k 
Hendra’s recent letter spot-
lighting how Article 19, my 
citizen-petitioned transpar-
ency by-law, was shut down 
at Oakham’s Annual Town 
Meeting.

Make no mistake: the 
show was well choreo-
graphed. Moments after 
the article was read aloud, 
one Select Board member 
moved to “pass over” it, 
while the other, who also 
serves as Town Moderator, 
called the question. A con-
veniently timed shout from 
the back sealed it, cutting 
off all discussion. Just like 
that, a clear message was 
sent: don’t question the sta-
tus quo.

Equal ly  concern ing , 
though not surprising, was 
that no printed copies of the 
article were available that 
night despite this being stan-
dard practice. An accidental 
oversight? Or another way 
to keep voters in the dark?

Unlike the town budget, 
which was finalized just 
weeks before and mailed the 
day before the meeting, this 
by-law was submitted over a 
month in advance and post-
ed online for public com-
ment. Yet only one of those 
proposals was given space, 
support and silence-free pas-
sage.

Now we hear, from the 
Planning Board chair: “Why 
should 17 people get to put 
something on the Town 
Meeting agenda?” The better 
question is: why shouldn’t 
they? That’s civic participa-
tion. That’s holding govern-
ment accountable, not hand-
ing all power to a select few.

No one objected when 
a $5 million budget craft-
ed by three Select Board 
member was mailed out just 
one day before the meeting 
and passed without a single 
question. No concerns then 
about timing or process. 
Funny how the rules shift 
when the subject is transpar-
ency.

They say everyone is 
welcome to participate—
until you try. Then you’re 
labeled disruptive. Accused 
of division. But what’s truly 
divisive is shutting down 
debate and deciding behind 
closed doors what the public 
is allowed to hear.

Rick’s letter reminds us 
that many in Oakham want 
better—not just faster meet-
ings, but stronger democ-
racy. Whether or not you 
supported Article 19, voters 
deserved the chance to hear 
and discuss it. Avoiding that 
conversation isn’t leader-
ship—it’s fear of account-
ability. We have a lot of wet-
lands in Oakham and a lot of 
swamp too, apparently.

I hope others continue to 
advocate for timely agendas, 
posted minutes, and acces-
sible meetings. Because 
sunlight doesn’t vanish just 
because someone draws the 
blinds.

Thank you, Rick, for 
helping ensure this didn’t go 
unnoticed. And to those qui-
etly paying attention—your 
voice matters. Your partici-
pation isn’t just welcome – 
it’s essential.

Respectfully,
Aaron Langlois
Oakham

Transparency shouldn’t
be feared

For the fourth year, 
I’ve served on the Town of 
Barre’s Finance Committee. 
And for the fourth year, 
I’ve watched the same pat-
tern unfold: overspending, 
missed deadlines, unfilled 
paperwork and then a plea 
for more money.

Now we’re being told 
that we need a Proposition 
2½ override to maintain 
basic services. But as of 
today, no one in town gov-
ernment has told us exact-
ly what will be cut if the 
override fails. I’ve asked at 
Finance Committee meet-
ings and received nothing 
but vague talking points 
about “potential impacts.”

Meanwhile, anyone who 
watched this year’s Town 
Meeting saw Barre’s police 
chief – out of uniform 
but visibly armed - “warn 
that without the override, 
they might not be able to 
respond to a serious inci-
dent at the school includ-
ing mental health crises or 
sexual assaults.” That’s not 
budgeting that’s fear-mon-
gering.

At the same time, town 
officials at 40 West Street 
are quick to blame past 
employees for the town’s 
financial issues, yet refuse 
to acknowledge their own 
ongoing mismanagement. 
Over the past few years, 
Barre has lost more than 
$250,000 in grants because 
required paperwork was 

never filed. Just this year, 
another $38,000 was missed 
due to similar negligence – 
this time related to the fire 
truck we all voted to debt 
exclude.

I used to support the 
meals tax when it was pro-
posed at Town Meeting. But 
after speaking with a suc-
cessful local business owner 
whose family has been in 
Barre for generations, I’ve 
changed my mind. He told 
me:“We don’t have a fund-
ing issue we have an over-
spending problem. If you 
give them more money, 
they’ll  just have more 
money to mismanage.”

And he’s right.  Our 
bloated budget simply isn’t 
sustainable for a small 
town with limited revenue 
sources. Until Barre reins 
in spending and holds itself 
accountable, no new tax 
including the override will 
solve the real problem.

Our roads are crumbling. 
Our infrastructure is failing. 
And the root cause isn’t low 
taxes it’s a government that 
keeps making costly mis-
takes and expects taxpayers 
to clean them up.

Barre deserves better. 
On Aug. 5, vote no on the 
override. Let’s stop reward-
ing dysfunction and start 
demanding accountability.

Sincerely,
Cory Bombredi
Barre 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Reader opposes override

See more Letters to Editor on Page 5

PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS
As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 

weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo-
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content.

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for the Barre Gazette, please email edowner@turley.
com.

PAST PAGES, page 6

Support 
the local

businesses 
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your local

newspaper.
Let them know
you saw their 

ad in the

Barre
Gazette
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Roberta McQuaid
by

Serenity Hill Sampler
by Jane McCauley

Thank you  readers for 
all the nice birthday and 
anniversary cards I received.  

Friends are so precious 
when you especially get 
up in age. The weather has 
been hot and humid with 
a couple of days that were 
pleasant. I did get groceries 
one day and worked out in 
the flower beds another day.  

Each day I do deadhead 
the day lilies. I have been 
wondering if I need to cut 
back the stems once all the 
buds have bloomed? I will 
have to ask the Gardener 
Lady. Some of the clumps 
need to be divided and I 
will attempt to do that this 
fall.

The butterfly bush has 
finally started to bud and 
the pepper plants also. My 
helper picked her first red 
tomatoes off the two plants 
she has on our deck.  

I made blueberry pie 
and Jordan Marsh blueber-
ry muffins with the wild 
blueberries the handyman 
picked us in his secret 
place. Our cultivated blue-
berries are not ripe, but Ken 
keeps checking them.  

The handyman has an 
interesting way of picking 
over the blueberries. He 
puts a white dish towel on 
the counter above a draw-
er of the cabinet and rolls 
the blueberries on the towel 
and takes out any stems or 
leaves he finds. He actually 
is a clean picker though.

I  went  and got  my 
license renewed; my oldest 
daughter brought me. My 
son-in-law took care of Ken 
and my other soniin-law 
cleaned our car. I was given 
a huge laundry basket of 
all kinds of goodies for my 
birthday. I also received a 
gift card to buy myself 
something personal.

I worked on making 
some wine gift bags with 
some fabric I bought that 
was on sale. The surprise I 
made my handyman was a 
barbecue apron with fabric 
he gave me.  It had designs 
of elk, deer and other ani-
mals on it. He even wore it 
to a meeting.

I plan to make this recipe 
this week. When I buy ham-
burg I usually divide the 
package. I used one half of 
it to make the stuffed pep-
pers and will use the other 
half for this recipe. You do 

not have to use everything 
in the recipe as there are 
some things I never use.

Mexicali Casserole
one lb. of lean hamburg
1/2 cup of each of the 

following onions chopped, 
green and red peppers

1 can tomato soup
1/2 cup corn
3 ounces cream cheese
2 cups shredded cheese, 

divided
1 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon pepper
The recipe called for a 

half bag of hash brown 
potatoes, but I do not use 
them.

Tu r n  ove n  t o  3 5 0 
degrees. Brown hamburg 
and onions and peppers in 
a fry pan. Grease a baking 
dish.  Add tomato soup, 
cream cheese and corn to 
hamburg. Stir until cream 
cheese is melted and then 
add one cup of cheese. Put 
into baking dish and bake 
for 30 to 35 minutes.  

This and That
What do most people put 

in stuffed peppers?  I usual-
ly make a meat loaf mixture 
and then top it with toma-
to sauce and cheese. Some 
people like to use rice. I am 
not a fond user of rice for 
some reason. Guess I don’t 
know how to cook it prop-
erly.

I took out my folder on 
blueberry recipes and also 
took out my pottery dishes 
with blueberries on them for 
display. I also have some 
artificial blueberries that I 
put into a wooden box on 
the kitchen window sill. 
I enjoy changing things 
around. 

I worked in the garage 
and found some interest-
ing old scrapbooks I had 
made. I spent part of one 
morning reading the arti-
cles from 1955 to 1970. 
I  reread the tornado we 
had in Hubbardston. I also 
found a scrapbook of coats 
of arms, which I read with 
interest.  At one time one of 
the local newspapers used 
to put a coat of arms in each 
week of some family and 
they were cut out and saved 
in a scrapbook.  I will give 
this to the Historical Society 
Museum.  Do you know 
your coat of arms?

May you enjoy the rest 
of summer and hopefully 
the humidity will be less.

Revisit wildflower gardening
After driving by an exqui-

site wildflower border, I 
was prompted to revisit and 
update a column I wrote some 
years back on the topic of 
wildflowers. 

If you wish to give the 
natural look a go, preparation 
is the key. Read on for more 
useful advice.

Wildflower or meadow 
gardens can be beautiful, even 
breathtaking, if properly cared 
for. Besides being pretty, they 
are low maintenance and 
environmentally friendly, and 
they often attract butterflies, 
bees and other pollinators.  

Our goal at the time of 
sowing is a grass-free, weed-
free seed bed. Since wildflow-
er seed is sown in winter or 
early spring, we have lots of 
time achieve that goal.  

At summer’s end rototill 
the spot intended for your 
wildflowers. If the grass is 
especially thick you may need 
to go over it several times. 
Allow what is left of the grass 
to decompose. 

Pull any weeds that sprout, 
or lightly cultivate the soil – 
don’t go too deep or you’ll 
expose more weed seeds to 
the light! You can also skip 
the tiller, and eradicate the 
grass by use of black plas-
tic or a tarp- of course you’ll 
have to look at it for several 
weeks!  

If that’s okay, then start 
now by mowing the grass 
as close as possible. Lay the 
black plastic or tarp on top 
and secure it in place with 
bricks or rocks. The heat, 
coupled with the absence of 
light will kill the grass under-
neath.  

By early fall you will be 
able to rake away any debris 
that remains. Plan to sow 
your seeds in early spring.

There are many wildflow-
er mixes to choose from. I’d 
recommend selecting one that 
is suited to the northeast.  

A mix that contains both 
annual and perennial flowers 
is a good option – the annuals 
providing you with color the 
first year while the perennials 
are establishing themselves.  

Don’t skimp on the seed. 
In fact, use up to three times 
more than the packet says 
you need to ensure you’ll 
end up with lots of blooms. 
To avoid bare spots, divide 
your seed in half and sow the 
entire area with the first half, 
then go to the second.  

Don’t cover the seed at 
all, just firm it into the soil. A 
lawn roller works great!  

Gently water until your 
seeds have sprouted and your 
plants are up and growing – 
this will usually take at least 
a month. Watch now, as the 
season unfolds in all of its 
beauty!

At the end of the grow-
ing season, after the plants 
have gone to seed, you 
should mow the entire field 
with your mower on its high-
est setting. This will prevent 
trees and shrubs from estab-
lishing themselves in your 
meadow. The mower will 
do a fair job of chopping up 
spent stems and leaves – just 
let them fall where they will.  

First, they will act as win-
ter mulch. Then, over time 
they will break down and add 
organic matter to the soil – 
just as leaves and twigs do 
in the woods. In the absence 
of a mower you can go the 
old fashioned route and cut 
the meadow with a scythe or 
hedge clippers.  

In all instances care should 
be taken not to damage the 
crown of the plants, this can 
severely weaken or even kill 
perennial wildflowers.

As far as fertilizers go, 
wildflowers generally don’t 
need it! In fact, rich soil 
does more harm than good, 
causing weeds to thrive and 
compete with your flow-
ers for sunshine and water.  
Speaking of water, once your 
meadow is established it will 
only require water in cases of 
severe drought or if you plan 
to re-sow annual seeds in bare 
spots the following spring. 

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Prince River, A cold 
water fishery in name only

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Prince River at 
Barre isn’t recovering;it’s 
unraveling. 

Those tiny trout fry you 
see darting in shallow pud-
dles each July. Right now, 
as I write. They’re past 
the alevin stage, swim-up 
fry, about 1.5 inches long. 
They’ve absorbed their yolk 
sac and are searching for 
food. But they won’t make 
it. 

Each year, nearly all of 
them die before reaching 
the parr stage. The water’s 
too warm. The flow too 
weak. Oxygen too low. 
Their struggle is silent 
and invisible, but real. 
Witnessing it is heartbreak-
ing for me. Well-funded 
campaigns c la im dam 
removal will restore habi-
tat. But the old, breached 
dam and a beaver-built flow 
at the 1987 breach site are 
the only sources of life-sup-
porting water, a trickle left. 
Remove them and these fry, 
our last flicker of coldwater 
life, will be gone. 

The real problem isn’t 
the dam. It is groundwa-
ter overdraw, permitted by 

MassDEP and the lack of 
ecological accountability 
from MassWildlife. Some 
local officials now echo 
removal plans without bio-
logical training, using their 
positions to advance agen-
da-driven “restoration” that 
ignores the truth. I’ve seen 
the fry. I’ve seen their panic 
in the shallows. I’ve seen 
the beavers do more for fish 
than most agencies com-
bined. 

And I’ve seen cam-
paigns built on outdated 
science and polished sig-
nage, not ecological reali-
ty. The Prince River’s cold 
water designation is now 
a legal fiction. If we keep 
pretending it’s a thriving 
system, we’ll lose even its 
memory. 

Want real restoration? 
Start with protecting water 
flow—not removing the 
last trickle. Go look and 
while you’re at it go look 
at supposedly restored 
Galloway Brook at Cook’s 
Canyon, it is even worse.

 
Robert Kane
Barre

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Male common 
yellowthroat

A Brimfield resident 
reported a common yel-
lowthroat in his yard. 

T h e  c o m m o n  y e l -
lowthroat  as  i t s  name 
implies has a yellow throat. 
It also has a long tail and 
round belly. The males have 
a black mask with a whitish 
line above, olive upper parts, 
yellow throat and yellow 
under its tail. Females are 
brownish olive above with 
a yellow throat and breast. 
They lack the distinct, black 
mask of the male. 

Yellowthroats are small 
songbirds about 4 to 5 inch-
es long. The males sing a 
“wichety-wichety-wichety” 
song. Both sexes give a full 
sounding “chuck” note. 
During migration, the yel-
lowthroat is the most com-
mon warbler found in fields 
and along their  edges.

These warblers live in 
open areas with thick, low 
vegetation ranging from 
marsh to grassland to pine 
forests. The females select 
a nest location, near or on 
the ground supported by 
sedge, reeds, cattails, briars 
and other low plants. Nests 
in marshy areas are usually 
higher off the ground where 
they are safer from flooding. 
Sometimes the nest has a 
roof like the ovenbird nests. 
They are one of the species 
that cowbirds lay their eggs 
in their nests. 

People may designate 
an area of dense or tangled 
low-growing grasses and 
other vegetation to attract 
common yellowthroats to 
their yards. Yellowthroats 
prefer larger yards of at 

least half an acre or more.
Photo of a phoebe nest 
I received an email con-

taining a photo of an Eastern 
phoebe nest filled with 
phoebe nestlings. Eastern 
phoebes nest near humans 
often selecting a spot over a 
door or in a shed. 

Wild turkeys
My grandson and I had to 

stop and wait for several hen 
turkeys with their poults to 
move them along a backroad 
in Barre. The largest hen led 
the way, walking down the 
middle of the road. Three 
other hens  took up the rear 
with the poults walking all 
over the place. Some even 
stopped to explore the edge 
of the road, but then ran to 
catch up. Finally, they head-
ed into the grass and woods 
on the edge of the road.

More Brimfield birds
The Brimfield resident 

said he has seen more birds 
in his yard since his last 
email. “Baltimore orioles 

have been seen more 
often at the birdbath, prob-
ably because of the warm 
weather we have been hav-
ing.” On a recent day he had 
a robin, three orioles, cardi-
nals, a titmouse, a chipping 
sparrow, blue jays, catbirds 
and a common yellowthroat 
all stopped by the birdbath 
and a black and white war-
bler was seen in the yard.

He said he took down 
the bird feeders because of 
bears. “We had a bear make 
a daytime visit. It was not 
seen, but we discovered that 
it had cleaned out the feed-
ing station. All the black 
oil sunflower seed, two 
suet cakes, a “log” of com-
pressed seeds and fruit and 
suet pellets were all gone. 
Fortunately the bear didn’t 
damage anything or steal 
any of the feeders which 
they often do.”

His wife checks a town 
Facebook page and has 
seen many reports of bears 
in town and many of them 
are in the daytime so he fig-

See BACKYARD, page 6
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Pacific Standard 

Time
  4. Extracts through 

heating and melting
 10. Express delight
 11. More curvy
 12. Expression of 

uncertainty
 14. Indicates before
 15. Daughter of Hera 

and Zeus
 16. Southwestern CA 

city
 18. Unified
 22. Less attractive
 23. Base of jellies
 24. A large and noisy 

party
 26. He was traded for 

Luka
 27. Wolverine genus
 28. «Happy Days» 

actress Moran
 30. Root of taro plant
 31. Student 

environmental 
group (abbr.)

 34. Silk garments
 36. Unique power
 37. Ray Liotta cop film
 39. Leak slowly 

through
 40. Notion
 41. Atomic #55
 42. Fixed in one place
 48. About heat
 50. Type of baseball 

pitch
 51. Seedless raisin
 52. Large wading birds
 53. Similar
 54. Time zone
 55. Atomic #34
 56. Program
 58. Old world, new

 59. Contrary belief
 60. «To the __ degree»

CLUES DOWN
  1. Plain-woven fabric
  2. Classed
  3. Suppositions
  4. Midway between 

south and west
  5. Tropical American 

trees
  6. Leveled
  7. Published false 

statement
  8. Adolescent
  9. Junior’s father
 12. Aurochs
 13. Not low
 17. Boxing’s GOAT
 19. Short musical 

composition
 20. Small immature 

herrings

 21. Eavesdropper
 25. Parcels of land
 29. Anger
 31. Irritations
 32. Hindu holy man
 33. Wicker basket for 

fish
 35. Natural object
 38. Transporting in a 

vehicle
 41. A dog is one
 43. Smaller portion
 44. Sew
 45. Belonging to a 

thing
 46. Horsley and 

Greenwood are two
 47. Scottish language
 49. Producer
 56. Exclamation of 

surprise
 57. Russian river
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various reasons. Many say the 
tower threatens the ecology in 
the environmentally sensitive 
Barre Falls Dam area, spoils a 
scenic recreational and hunt-
ing area and promotes the idea 
that nuclear wars can be con-
trolled and won.

The Barre High School 
Class of 1952 held a 35th 
reunion on Saturday, July 

18 at the Salem Cross Inn in 
West Brookfield. The 5 p.m. 
cocktail hour held on the lawn 
patio behind the  inn was 
followed by a 6 p.m. dinner. 
There were 19 members of the 
graduating class, one former 
classmate and two teachers, 
as well as wives and hus-
bands present. A “Who Was 
Who’ contest was held with 
prizes for everyone and those 
with the best memories get-

ting to choose from the table 
first. The top prize was won 
by Howard Bechan, who 
had 26 out of 40. Classmates 
came from near and far 
including Margaret (Sawtell) 
Farwell from Egham Surrey, 
U.K.; Lendon Dawson from 
Reno, Nevada; Kenneth Izzi 
from Evanston, Illinois and 
Margery (Swan) Dolan form 
Bradenton, Florida, a former 
classmate.

BARRE from page 1

to see if anyone was interest-
ed. The position would be for 
about four weeks. The Board 
voted to post the Interim 
Town Administrator position 
in house. 

Facebook post
Select Board member 

Richard Stevens said there 
recently were some dispar-
aging posts on the town’s 
Facebook page about the 
Department of Public Works 
Superintendent. The “unfor-
tunate situation” was a 
response to a post made by 
someone posing as the DPW 
Superintendent. Stevens said 
the DPW Superintendent 
does  no t  even  have  a 
Facebook page. He talked 

to the administrators of the 
town’s Facebook page. One 
administrator apologized and 
promised to be more diligent 
in the future. 

Wage compensation
The Select Board, act-

ing as Personnel Board, 
must approve the stipend 
compensation approved at 
the Annual Town Meeting 
to compensate to Shannon 
O’Connor, DPW administra-
tive assistant, for the extra 
time she worked during 
the period the town had no 
Superintendent. The sti-
pend for a total of $5,000 
was voted by the Sewer 
Commission and Water 
Commission to take $2,500 
each from their enterprise 

funds. 
S e l e c t  B o a r d  Vi c e 

Chairman Mark Regienus 
said although the Sewer and 
Water Commission approved 
the DPW Commission did 
not formerly vote on the 
matter as required. Select 
Board Chairman Marshall 
said she would contact DPW 
Commission Chairman John 
Chase to schedule a meeting 
to vote on the matter. The 
Board would then act on the 
matter in their capacity as 
Personnel Board so Treasurer 
Jack Voelker could issue 
O’Connor a check. 

Meeting time change
S e l e c t  B o a r d  Vi c e 

Chairman Regienus pro-
posed changing the Select 

Board meeting time from 
6:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. He said 
with the current time, work-
ers have to hang around until 
the meeting. They then work 
after the meeting. The Board 
approved the time change to 
5 p.m. going forward. 

Citizen comment
During public comment, 

Mike Perkins said the town 
needed to have a more 
diverse planting of trees. 
He said the ash trees were 
going due to the ash borer 
and Norway maples were dif-
ficult to maintain and not a 
native species. He suggested 
the forming of a committee 
on trees.

Select Board Chairman 
Marshall said the Town 

Commons Committee needed 
some members and the com-
mittee has a shade tree fund. 
She said for the Select Board 
to form a tree committee, the 
item would need to be put 
on the agenda for them to 
legally act on the matter. The 
Select Board’s office needed 
to be notified the Wednesday 
before at the latest to be put 
on agendas for their Monday 
meetings.

Update on legal costs
Select Board member 

Richard Stevens gave an 
update on the cost of legal 
fees and other expens-
es for the investigation on 
Select Board member Mark 
Regienus. He gave a num-
ber at the Annual Town 

Meeting, but since then the 
town received more bills. The 
total cost was $171,016 and 
change. The investigation is 
completed and Town Counsel 
is currently redacting the 
document for public view. It 
should be available mid-Au-
gust and will be posted on 
the town website.

Other business
T h e  S e l e c t  B o a r d 

made some of their annual 
appointments. They includ-
ed Elizabeth Martin to the 
Cultural Council, Elizabeth 
Martin to the Cemetery 
Commission, Ellen Glidden 
to the Insurance Advisory 
Committee and Timothy 
Batchelor to Tree Warden.

hard to support individuals 
and families in their com-
munity. 

There are nine mem-
bers of Tyler’s Heart who 
are working hard to con-
tinue to support the mis-
sion of Tyler’s Heart. The 
current members are Paul 
Haynes, Elissa Boos, Jim 
Boos, Alysia Kubert, Jamie 
Dodge, Michelle Petraitis, 
Jessica Huertas, Jennifer 
Spangenberg,  and Rob 
Kubert.  

Proceeds go to providing 
big life journals to schools, 
memorial gifts, peer to peer 
support and Tyler’s Heart 
awards a $2,000 scholarship 
every year. The recipient of 
this year’s scholarship was 
Nadia Rondeau, a gradu-
ate of David Prouty High 
School. 

In the past, Tyler’s Heart 
has hosted other fundrais-
ing events, but the Band 
Together for Mental Health 

is their biggest annual fund-
raiser. Tyler’s Heart has 
hosted a cornhole tourna-
ment, comedy for crash 
event. The car show at the 
Hardwick Winery was a 
new addition to the Band 
Together for Mental Health 
event. 

The five bands per-
fo rming  were  Ash ley 
Hensel  & Ben Eramo, 
Crossing Kelley, Secret 
Sage, Headsmack, and Lori 
Brooks. All the bands per-
formed outside under one 
of the pavilions at Hardwick 
Winery. 

Tyler’s Heart hosted 
this event in previous years 
at the former Common 
Ground Ciderworks in 
North Brookfield. This year 
Kubert said the organiza-
tion is looking to expand in 
other areas to host events 
including the Band Together 
for Mental Health.

“Spread our mission,” 
Kubert said. “Spread across 
the communities and look-
ing to expand in other areas, 
trying to spread our mes-
sage.”

There were over 50 ven-
dors in attendance at this 
year’s Band Together for 
Mental Health. Vendors 
offered multiple goods such 
as jewelry, clothing, baked 
goods, candles, plants, soap, 
handcrafted items such as 
quilts and much more to 
shop for. 

There was a kid’s cor-
ner providing all sorts of 

fun activities. Kids got to 
enjoy face painting, tye 
dye, sand art, rock painting, 
giant Jenga, bracelet mak-
ing, photo props, and a lot 
more. Later in the day, peo-
ple got to meet Gilbert the 
Pig and his piggy friends at 
the Hardwick Winery.  

Tyler’s Heart had a booth 
with raffles with multi-
ple prizes to win and mer-
chandise to continue to 
spread awareness of their 
cause in memory of Tyler 
and his sister Grace. There 
were prize baskets, sports 
memorabilia, tickets, band 
T-shirts, and Tyler’s Heart 
swag.   

Kubert describes Band 
To g e t h e r  f o r  M e n t a l 
Health as a very fami-
ly-friendly event that is 
also about spreading kind-
ness. For memories, there 
was a photo booth with a 
Tyler’s Heart backdrop and 
a Frankenstein statue in 

front. Dozens of guests got 
to do a photo shoot with 
Frankenstein. 

Throughout the day, a lot 
of people showed up during 
Band Together for Mental 
Health and Tyler’s Heart 
more than doubled their 
funds from last year. 

“We are extremely grate-
ful for the overwhelming 
support,” Kubert said. 

For more information, 
visit tylersheart.org to learn 
more about this nonprof-
it organization who helps 
bring awareness to mental 
health and continuing acts 
of kindness.  

There is a sharing well-
ness library placed in the 
center of North Brookfield. 
Self help books for all dif-
ferent ages are available in 
the sharing wellness library. 
Tyler’s Heart and its team 
hope to expand this more in 
the future. 

Headsmack was one of five bands who performed at the Band Together for 
Mental Health event. 

Merchandise such as T-shirts were available at the 
Tyler’s Heart booth. There mission is to bring aware-
ness to mental health and encourage acts of kind-
ness. 

Raffle prizes were up for grabs at the Tyler’s Heart booth.

expenses so as to supple-
ment the Fiscal Year 2026  
Omnibus budget, for the fis-
cal year beginning on July 1, 
2025?” Voters mark either yes 
or no to the question. 

A Proposition 2 ½ override 
is a two part process. A vote 

must be approved by a simple 
majority at a town meeting 
to approve a proposition 2 ½ 
override contingent on a bal-
lot election. Voters approved 
the town meeting article at 
the Thursday, July 26 Annual 
Town Meeting.

The ballot election part 
takes place on Tuesday, Aug. 
5. For the override to happen, 

voters must approve the ballot 
question by a simple majority. 

Precinct 1 is at the Barre 
Senior Center, 557 South 
Barre Road and precinct 2 is 
at American Legion Post 2, 
450 South Barre Road. The 
Senior Center will be closed 
to activities for seniors and 
meals the day of the election 
Aug. 5.

BAND TOGETHER 
from page 1
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ured it was time to take the 
feeders down. He still throws 
a seed mix around in several 
places like he always has and 
only put handfuls of black oil 
and whole peanuts in a small 
try hanging from a Shepard’s 
crook. 

He said, “I’ve started to 
see young of the year around 
the yard. Several days ago 
two juveniles were follow-
ing an adult male red-bel-
lied woodpecker around, two 
juvenile Baltimore orioles 
were seen at the bird bath and 
I also saw a juvenile chipping 
sparrow take a bath.”

Bobolinks
He said, “ A few years 

back I took part in a citizen 

science project monitoring 
bobolinks at Moore State 
Park in Paxton. Because 
t he  Mass  Depa r tmen t 
o f  C o n s e r va t i o n  a n d 
Recreation has failed to 
maintain two large fields at 
the park for the benefit of 
grassland species the bobo-
link population at the park 
has declined. Milkweed, 
multi flora rose, bindweed, 
crown vetch and other non-
grass type vegetation is 
slowing invading the once 
grass fields. The first year 
I monitored the park there 
were 149 bobolinks seen in 
the largest field in August 
but unfortunately the num-
bers declined every subse-
quent year.”

Osprey 

This Brimfield resident 
visits a pond in Warren often 
to check on an osprey nest. 
He said, “The osprey nest in 
Warren may have only pro-
duced one young this year. 
The nest has gotten bigger 
over the years so I hoping that 
there are more young in the 
nest that have been unseen 
because the nest is deeper 
now.”

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. 
Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.
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Senate candidate
visits selectmen
Mike Valanzola
visiting district towns

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the

See SELECTMEN, page 7

Green Energy Tips 
Barre Energy Committee

Beautiful icicles and prob-
lematic ice dams? If you have
icicles hanging or ice dam
issues, it is a sure sign you are
wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.

State funds used to
promote regional
partnerships

Singing the night away

Turley Publications Photo by Amber King, an intern from Quabbin Regional High School. 

The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting

See ROOF PROJECT, page 8 See CIC GRANT, page 8

Chocolates and so many to pick

Awards to be presented
at April 26 dinner

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER — For every active
group or organization in town,
there are a number of key volun-
teers behind it, from church groups
like the United Church of Ware
and the First Church of Monson to
civic organizations like the Palmer
Lions Club and the Belchertown
Fair Committee, said Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.
These are the people that – for the
most part – stay in the background
when the media shows up at an
event but are a vital part of bring-
ing community activities to life.

And it is recognition of that
fact that the QHCC is seeking
nominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from the
Chamber towns of Belchertown,
Brimfield, Brookfield, East
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland,
Monson, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer,
Wales, Ware, Warren and West
Brookfield.

Last year ’s winner was
Bobbie McAvoy of Ware, for her
work in holding collections for
troops overseas. At the time, she
said that she was thrilled to be
nominated, but didn’t believe she
was as deserving of the award as
others in the community.

And that is just the quality
that Weake said the committee that
judges Citizen of the Year nomina-
tions is looking for.

“These people are the ones
that don’t do it for the recognition
but without whose diligence the

Karen Anderson of Orange announces her
candidacy for state representative

Chamber eyes volunteer standouts

ORANGE - Karen Anderson, a
Republican, announced her candi-
dacy for the 2nd Franklin District
State Representative seat. She
declared, “For too long the needs of

our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district's

needs. I will tirelessly work to pro-
tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations

Turley Publications Photo by Genevieve Fraser

Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10
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Senate candidate
visits selectmen
Mike Valanzola
visiting district towns

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the

See SELECTMEN, page 7
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Barre Energy Committee

Beautiful icicles and prob-
lematic ice dams? If you have
icicles hanging or ice dam
issues, it is a sure sign you are
wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.
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The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting
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PALMER — For every active
group or organization in town,
there are a number of key volun-
teers behind it, from church groups
like the United Church of Ware
and the First Church of Monson to
civic organizations like the Palmer
Lions Club and the Belchertown
Fair Committee, said Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.
These are the people that – for the
most part – stay in the background
when the media shows up at an
event but are a vital part of bring-
ing community activities to life.

And it is recognition of that
fact that the QHCC is seeking
nominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from the
Chamber towns of Belchertown,
Brimfield, Brookfield, East
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland,
Monson, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer,
Wales, Ware, Warren and West
Brookfield.

Last year ’s winner was
Bobbie McAvoy of Ware, for her
work in holding collections for
troops overseas. At the time, she
said that she was thrilled to be
nominated, but didn’t believe she
was as deserving of the award as
others in the community.

And that is just the quality
that Weake said the committee that
judges Citizen of the Year nomina-
tions is looking for.

“These people are the ones
that don’t do it for the recognition
but without whose diligence the

Karen Anderson of Orange announces her
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ORANGE - Karen Anderson, a
Republican, announced her candi-
dacy for the 2nd Franklin District
State Representative seat. She
declared, “For too long the needs of

our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district's

needs. I will tirelessly work to pro-
tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations
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Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.
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hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 
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PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 
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By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the
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energy efficient your house is or
is not.

State funds used to
promote regional
partnerships

Singing the night away

Turley Publications Photo by Amber King, an intern from Quabbin Regional High School. 
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State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting
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tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
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tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 
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and their five sons and a daughter
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Orange and has deep affection for
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The Anderson family is active
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(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10
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MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” 

in the subject line of your email.

Send Us Your
Community 

Autumn Events

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Turley Publications will print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Autumn Fest Supplement 

which will be published September 10, 2025. 
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches 

over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Deadline 
for Calendar 
submissions 
is August 11.

It’s summer and BBQ+Beer+Band returns to Farmer Matt’s
By Richard Murphy

Correspondent

NEW BRAINTREE – As 
usual, weather can be inter-
esting in New England, and 
as beautiful as our country-
side can be, luck is a neces-
sary component.

A torrential downpour 
happened two evenings 
before a scheduled event, 
and fingers were crossed as 
we watched the sky for any 
portents. The day arrived 
and the weather settled, and 
a pleasant breeze wafted 
across the venue when we 
drove up the road to New 
Braintree.

It was late afternoon, July 
17 and time for the event 
known as BBQ+Beer+Band 
at the farm of the man 
known as Farmer Matt.

Farmer Matt is Matt 
Koziol, and he raises pure-
bred Angus cattle on his own 
214 acres and more than 400 
leased.

The scheduled start was 
4:30 p.m., and as no one 
was taking attendance, folks 
were moseying up the hill 
even before the set time. The 
musicians were tuning up 
and so it was to the back of 
the barn, where Lost Towns 
Brewing was set up, and 
where we were greeted by 
the team of Alex and Erin.

We ordered the West 
Coast style IPA, Nelson’s 
Swift Ryde which is our go 
to, but Lost Towns had some 
interesting brews that we 
had never heard of before 
such as a White Stout. Stout 
is a beverage most associat-
ed with an island nation on 
the other side of the Atlantic. 
It is brownish, almost black 
color and has a rich taste.

White stout is a golden 
colored beer, using oats for a 

“creamy mouth feel.” Cocoa 
nibs are added as is some 
coffee. A bit of a departure.

Lost Towns is going on 
the road. The brewery plans 
a dinner-concert series on 
three Wednesdays this sum-
mer. The series will take 
place at Laurel Ridge Bed 
and Breakfast.

Laurel Ridge is located 
off Southbridge Road on a 
secluded 60-acre setting in 
Warren. The words, one of 
a kind, truly apply here. The 
4,500 square foot building 
was hand constructed by the 
members of the family, with 
much of the lumber from 
trees on the property.

If you’ve been around 
awhile, you remember the 
tornado that ripped through 
the area in 2011. Well, some 
of the trees uprooted then, 
are part of the house. Talk 
about recycling.

The band was now in 
tune and playing. The quar-
tet performing are known 
as Woodshed. The style is 
designated as country/folk, 
but it was not without some 

bluesy notes.
The two instrumentalists 

and vocalists to the front 
were A.J. Kiernan and Jason 
Wood. Behind them were 
Karen Gallant providing har-
mony and the beat with an 
instrument known as a Cajon 
and Mike St. Germain was 
on stand-up bass.

The audience definitely 
found the band a pleasure 
to listen to, and others will 
too, as they are booked to 
gigs through the summer. 
In September they will go 
into a studio in Springfield 
to record an album of five 
songs over five days.

As the day got later, more 

and more folks arrived to 
enjoy the band, the food, or 
each other’s company. Some 
enjoyed walking around the 
farm which is a pleasure in 
itself. 

Down at the other end 
several Angus cows had 
found a lush spot and were 
calmly grazing. Walking 
back from there, the sun was 
slowly declining making for 
a pleasant contrast over the 
large field.

The food squad was kept 
busy taking orders and pre-
paring meals. The process 
started with Katelyn writing 
up, and the kitchen team pre-
paring the meal and when 
done, it was delivered to the 
patron. The system itself was 
beyond the understanding 
of your correspondent, as 
the diners gave their phone 

numbers, and that had some-
thing to do with the order.

No matter, it was all effi-
cient.

Matt was everywhere. 
At one point, he and anoth-
er fellow were seen moving 
a picnic table so that some 
guests could make use of it. 
In doing so, two kids were 
sitting on it as it was being 
carried.

What Matt won’t do for 
his guests!

The band continued to 
play, the weather was idyllic 
and the evening continued 
pleasantly.

The evening would come 
to an end, but summer is not 
over and Aug. 21 will see the 
return of BBQ+Beer+Band 
with the band North Country 
Strangers headlining.

Jillian, Gina, Kiaya, Sam, Alissa, Katelyn were ready to serve guests at Farmer 
Matt’s BBQ+Beer+Band event

Turley Photos by Richard Murphy

Woodshed  was  in  the  g roove  a t  the 
BBQ+Beer+Band event at Farmer Matt’s.

boards and committees.
He encouraged any residents 

to visit the Town Offices and fill 
out a volunteer form to express 
their interest. 

These vacancies include 
the following appointed posi-
tions: Town Administrator; 
Animal Control Officer; 
Fence Viewer (two seats); 
A s s i s t a n t  F i r e  C h i e f ; 
Harbormaster; Town Hall 
Agent; Capital Improvement 
Planning Committee (four 
seats); Council on Aging (two 
alternate seats); Insurance 
Advisory Committee; Local 
Public Access Committee; 
P a r k s  &  R e c r e a t i o n 
Committee ( two seats) ; 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
(alternate); and Assistant 
Sewer Superintendent.

Transfer requests
The board approved the 

transfer of $28.43 from the 
Board of Selectmen Town 

Counsel Purchase of Services 
to the Board of Selectmen 
Town Offi ces  Expense 
account. This amount was 
to cover a negative balance 
for the gas bill for fiscal year 
2025.

The board also approved 
the transfer of $2.18 from 
Town Counsel Purchase of 
Services to Streetlighting due 
to a higher than normal elec-
tric bill. 

Spending requests
The Board of Selectmen 

a p p r o v e d  a  s p e n d i n g 
request in the amount of 
$2,075.77 from the Highway 
Department to cover the cost 
of repairs to the catch basin 
truck. 

Laser light show funding
Pa r k s  &  R e c r e a t i o n 

Committee Chair Brandon 
Avery said there isn’t any 
funding available to have a 
laser light show this year. He 
said the committee will “look 
into some other alternatives at 
this time.”

Resignation
The board received a 

res ignat ion  le t te r  f rom 
Tara Hayes from her var-
ious posi t ions on town 
boards and committees. 
These positions are Parks 
& Recreation Committee, 
Council on Aging, Zoning 
Board of Appeals and Capital 
I m p r ove m e n t  P l a n n i n g 
Committee.

Hayes said she will prior-
itize her health, her family, 
and her role as Town Clerk. 
She stated in her letter that 
she hopes residents will step 
up to take on any of these 
board and committee posi-
tions. 

Appointments
The board appointed 

Suzanne Phipps as a full-
time member of the Council 
on Aging. The board also 
appointed Mike Kularski as 
an alternate member of the 
Finance Committee and 
Heather Croteau as a member 
of the Cultural Council. 

N BROOKFIELD
from page 1

The Angus) enjoy the lush green grass.

MWCC graduates early college programs students
GARDNER – On May 

3 0 ,  M o u n t  Wa c h u s e t t 
Community College cele-
brated the achievements of its 
Early College Program grad-
uates. 

The Gateway to College 
and Pathways Early College 
Experience programs have 
played an integral role in 
shaping the futures of fif-
ty-one exceptional students, 
twenty-four of whom earned 
an associate degree.

Gateway to  Col lege , 
which is completing 19 
years  of  programming, 
serves students wishing to 
enter post-secondary educa-
tion while earning their high 
school diploma and college 
credits. To date, 608 students 
have graduated from the 
Gateway program, with 38 
students graduating this year. 
Of these, 16 graduates earned 
their associate degree and/or 
certificate from MWCC just 
two weeks ago. 

Graduates from Gateway 

will continue their educa-
tional journey at a variety 
of institutions, including 
Worcester State, Salem State, 
Dean College, Emmanuel 
College, Fitchburg State, 
UMass Boston, trade schools 
and MWCC. Several students 
will also be joining the mil-
itary or entering the work-
force.

 
The  Pa thways  Ear ly 

College Experience, entering 
its 15th year this fall, allows 
high school students to earn 
both a high school diplo-
ma and an associate degree 
simultaneously during their 
junior and senior years. 
Since its inception in 2010, 
Pathways has seen 211 stu-
dents graduate, including 
13 from the Class of 2025. 
These graduates will continue 
their education at prestigious 
institutions such as Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute (WPI), 
UMass Dartmouth, UMass 
Boston, Columbia University, 

Fitchburg State, Westfield 
State, Merrimack College,and 
many more.

Graduates of the Pathways 
program have had great suc-
cess, with 75% of them going 
on to earn bachelor’s degrees. 
The program was initial-
ly launched in collaboration 
with the Ralph C. Mahar 
Regional School District 
and has since partnered with 
Gardner Public Schools in 
2019.

The Gateway to College 
Class of 2025 members who 
earned their diploma are: 
Parker Donald Bolden of 
Hubbardston, Sarah Leeanne 
Bunton of Hubbardston, 
K a t e l i n  C h a r l a n d  o f 
Hubbardston, Olivia Rachel 
G a l l a n t  o f  B a r r e  a n d 
Frederick Everett Jenoure IV 
of New Braintree.

Gateway graduate Nayah 
Liz  I s lam Espinosa  of 
Rutland received a diploma 
and Associate Degree.

The  Pa thways  Ear ly 

College Class of 2025 mem-
ber, who earned their diploma 
and associate degree, is 

Kiley Mary Marie Kulesza 
of Rutland, a Pathways Early 
College Class of 2025 mem-
ber earned her diploma and 
Associate Degree.

Pathway graduate Alyssa 

Jean Goulet of Barre earned 
her  d iploma,  Associa te 
Degree and certificate.

In addition to the Gateway 
to College and Pathways 
Early College Experience 
g radua te s ,  homeschoo l 
graduate Julien Nordstrom-
Learnard of Hubbardston 

was presented with a diploma 
during the ceremony. 

For more information 
about the Early College 
P r o g r a m s  a t  M o u n t 
Wa c h u s e t t  C o m m u n i t y 
College, mwcc.edu.

 

In the Classroom
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Where is this?

Turley Publications Photo by Ellenor Downer

This week’s mystery photo is from Hardwick If any readers know where 
this photo was taken, they may email edowner@turley.com or call the 
Barre Gazette at 413-967-3505, extension 100 with their answer by noon 
on Monday, July 28. Bill Bowles and James Laramee correctly identi-
fied the photo. The photo last week was of a monument on Barre Plains 
Common.

THURSDAY, JULY 24

20TH ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP 
SCRAMBLE GOLF TOURNAMENT 
hosted by Sons of the American Legion, 
Post 244, West Brookfield will take place 
Saturday, Aug. 9 with a shotgun start at Quail 
Hollow Country Club, Old Turnpike Road, 
Oakham. Registration deadline and payment 
is Saturday, Aug. 2. There will be 18 holes 
of golf. A chicken dinner, raffles and prizes 
will follow at the Legion Post 244 in West 
Brookfield. Cost is $120 per person. People 
may call Kevin at 774-230-3262 or Gary at 
508-450-8643 about registration and for more 
information. 

FRIDAY, JULY 25

ORANGE COMMUNITY BAND last 
summer concert season Down Memory Lane, 
on the bandstand in Butterfield Park, Orange 
today at 7 p.m. The Band will also perform a 
Back to School Concert on Friday, Aug. 28, 
to kick off Labor Day Week. Steph Parker 
will conduct “Kids Night” with a them of 
“Guys and Gals.” The Salvation Army food 
truck will provide refreshments, with pro-
ceeds going to youth programs, including 
music lessons. 

ADDITIONAL REIKI SESSION at the 
Westminster Senior Center will be available 
on the fourth Friday of every month from 
11 a.m.-3 p.m. There will be five sessions 
available. To reserve a time, in person, people 
call the Senior Center at 978-874-7402 week-
days before 4 p.m. or call Eric Goodhart after 
hours at 978-496-4762 (cell). People may 
visit https://www.reiki.org/resources-down-
loads/reiki-stories and browse the testimoni-
als to learn more about the benefits of a Reiki 
session, either one-on-one or distant healing 
Reiki

SATURDAY, JULY 26

BARRE FARMERS MARKET  is 
open Saturdays from 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. on 
the Barre Common, Barre. The market is 
held rain or shine. The market runs May to 
October and has a wide variety of local farm-
ers along with home made items.

SUNDAY, JULY 27

54TH ANNUAL CHICKEN BARBECUE 
will take place today from 12:30-1:30 p.m. at 
Finn Park, off  Pleasantdale Road, Rutland. 
Tickets are $18 and must be secured in 
advance by calling 508-365-3062. No tickets 
will be sold at door.

MUSEUM TOURS AND EXHIBITS will 
take place at the Ware Center Meetinghouse 
and Museum at 295 Belchertown Road, Route 
9, Ware today and Sundays, Aug. 10, Aug. 
24 and Sept. 7 from 1-3 p.m. and by appoint-
ment. The featured display this year is a col-
lection of dishes and pottery including exam-
ples of plates and serving pieces, flow blue 

and tea leaf patterns and pottery for bed and 
bath.  

SUMMER CONCERTS take place on 
the Ware Green in front of the Ware Center 
Meetinghouse and Museum, 295 Belchertown 
Road, Route 9, Ware at 6 p.m. People should 
bring a lawn chair. Today Dixieland Stomp 
will perform and July 27 is with Lori Brooks.  

PIONEER VALLEY BRASS QUINTET 
will perform a free public concert of tradi-
tional and modern music especially arranged 
for brass quintet at Swift River Valley 
Historical Society on Elm Street in New 
Salem today at 2 p.m. The program is spon-
sored by the First Universalist Parish of North 
Dana as the 815thth in a series of memorial 
concerts to further the memory of the Parish, 
which was forced to leave North Dana for the 
creation of the Quabbin Reservoir 90 years 
ago. This program coincides with the anni-
versary of the birthday of Harriet Clary  who 
lived for many years in the WhItaker-Clary 
House, which is part of the Museum today. 
Birthday cake will be served after the Brass 
performance.

MONDAY, JULY 28

QUABBIN COMMUNITY BAND 
REHEARSALS are held every Monday 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m.  through Aug. 4, at the 
Barre Town Hall, 2 Exchanges St., Barre. 
They have concerts on nine Sunday evenings 

starting on Sunday, June 15, and ending on 
Sunday, Aug. 10 at 6 p.m. with June con-
certs in South Barre at Nornay Park and July 
concert in the center of Barre. Membership 
is free. It being a summer band, it is fine 
not to come to every rehearsal or every con-
cert. Margaret Reidy, a lifelong musician and 
music educator, is the conductor. 

SATURDAY, AUG. 2

FIELDS AND FORESTS FOREVER 
MUSIC FESTIVAL to benefit Mount 
Grace Land Conservation Trust will take 
place today from 5:30-9 p.m. at Stone Cow 
Brewery, West Street, Barre. This third 
annual event features live Americana music 
from The Whiskey Treaty Roadshow and 
the Petersham Jams House Band, local food 
trucks, Stone Cow beer and beautiful views of 
the conserved land that surrounds the venue. 
Proceeds will benefit Mount Grace and sup-
port our ongoing work protecting landscapes 
across the North Quabbin region.

TUESDAY, AUG. 5

F O U RT H  A N N UA L  Q UA B B I N 
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT will be held today 
from 5-7:30 p.. at Quabbin Regional Middle 
High School, 800 South St., Barre. This 
event is sponsored by Q-DRUG and Quabbin 
Regional School District.

QUABBIN NATIONAL NIGHT OUT will 

be held today from 5-7:30 p.m. at Quabbin 
Regional Middle/High School, 800 South St., 
Barre. This fun, free event is the highlight 
of the summer. Q-DRUG and the Quabbin 
Regional School District sponsor the event. 
People, who lead an organization or busi-
ness in the region and want to participate in 
meeting families in the area, should complete 
a shore registration form. They may email 
quabbin.drug@gmail.com for more informa-
tion. 

SUNDAY, AUG. 10 

RECESS FOR ALL AGES will take 
place today from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. at No. 4 
Schoolhouse, 209 Farrington Road, Barre. 
The event will be held in the picturesque 
setting of the historic schoolyard. They can 
reconnect and reminisce or romp through 
the schoolyard, sit in the shade of a tree 
for casual conversation or join in a game 
of croquet, badminton, ladder golf, sack 
race, blowing bubbles, running the three-
legged race, tossing a ball or taking part 
in other recess shenanigans. They should 
bring chairs/blankets, a picnic and a snack 
to share if they’d like. Lemonade ice cold 
water will be provided.

This is a drop-in event people can come 
and go at any time between 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
This is a rain-or-shine program as they will 
have indoor recess if the weather doesn’t 
cooperate. Children must be accompanied by 
an adult. 

FRIDAY, AUG. 15

GRANDPARENTS AND KINSHIP 
CARE SUPPORT GROUP meets today 
from 9:30-11 a.m. at the Worcester Family 
Resource Center, 20 Cedar St., Worcester. 
The group meets in person for breakfast the 
third Friday of the month. For questions or 
to register, people may call Debbie at 508-
796-6118 and leave their name and contact 
information. 

 

Calendar Policy
POLICY: Our calendar section is 

intended to promote “free” events or 
ones hat directly affect a volunteer-driv-
en organization that benefits the com-
munity. Paid events that are not deemed 
fund-raisers or benefits do not qualify. 
Non-charitable events that charge the 
public to enter are not allowed as we 
consider that paid advertising. The dead-
line to submit calendar items in the mail, 
by fax, or emailed in Word document 
format is Monday at noon or sooner. 
We usually print one week in advance 
of an event, and the listings should be 
brief, with only time, date, location, brief 
activity explanation and contact informa-
tion. 

You could win a prize for best:
• Cool Cat Coolness
• Beach Babe Chic

• Greaser Vibes

JOIN US FOR CEDARBROOK’S

Bonus Tour & Raffle EntryOptional Costume Contest

     “A day of 

  nostalgia a
nd fun 

   for all ages!”

Take a tour during the event 
and you could win:

• $250 Big Y Gift Certi�cate
• $250 Visa Gift Card

Classic Carnival Games         Jukebox Oldies & Sock Hop Sounds
Cotton candy, Popcorn & Snow Cones         Hot Rod Doggs Food Truck

RSVP by 7/23 to Mary at 413-758-5377 or mdembkowski@cedarbrookvillage.com

Saturday, July 26th 11:00aM to 2:00pm
Step back in time to the golden days of the boardwalk! Grab your shades and get ready 

for a seaside-inspired celebration �lled with old-school charm and summertime fun!

A Retro Seaside Celebration!

INDEPENDENT LIVING ASSISTED LIVING MEMORY CARE

413-758-5377
CedarbrookVillage.com

73 South Street
Ware, MA 01082
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

B E L C H E R T O W N —
F o l l ow i n g  a  l o s s  a t 
Northbridge Post 343 on 
June 28, the North County 
Post 129 Legion baseball 
team had a 2-7-1 record. The 
Post 129 squad closed out 
the regular season by win-
ning seven of their final ten 
games and qualified for the 
state playoffs.

While North County just 
squeaked into the playoffs 
as the sixth-place finisher 
in District 4, Belchertown 
was the best baseball team 
in District 3 throughout the 
regular season. 

The two Legion base-
bal l  teams faced each 
other in the opening round 

of the state playoffs at the 
Belchertown High School 
baseball field last Saturday 
afternoon. North County 
scored three unearned runs 

in the first inning and posted 
a 3-0 shutout victory over 
the top-seeded team in the 

North County defeats B-Town in Legion playoffs

Western Mass.softball
captures gold

Strong finish to regular 
season for Post 241

PALMER – Last week, 
Monson American Legion 
Post 241 baseball scored 
a 5-1 win over West 
Springfield in its final 
home game of the regu-
lar season. Post 241 fell 
7-3 against Pittsfield in its 
regular season finale, but 
Monson put together four 
wins in its final five games 
to make the Legion tour-
nament. Monson would 
play three games in the 
tournament. Coverage 
from those games will be 
in the next two editions.

Hunter Griswold sends a fire 
to first.

Grayson Griswold fields a 
grounder.

Miguel Velazquez gets the tag out at second.

Shane Szado fields a grounder to 
first.Brayden Mega fires a pitch home.

DEVENS – Earlier this 
month, the entrant from 
Western Massachusetts cap-
tured the gold in this year’s 
Bay State Summer Games for 
softball.

The tournament began this 
year with West team actual-
ly suffering a loss 3-0 in the 
opener playing in the Willard 
Field Complex in Devens. The 
tournament started on July 8 
with two games. Following 
an opening loss, the West 
bounced back with a 4-3 win 
over the Northeast team.

Act ion  con t inued  on 
Wednesday July 9 as the 

West scored two wins in the 
game. They defeated Metro 
2-1 and then trounced on the 
Central Mass. team 10-2 to 
earn a spot in the gold medal 
game, which took place on 
Thursday, July 10. The West 
found itself in a rematch with 
Coastal and this time pre-
vailed in a slugfest, winning 
11-7.

A m o n g  t h e  p l a y e r s 
on this year’s team from 
Western Mass., Chelsea Hull 
of Monson High School, 
Agawam’s Alexina Lentes, 
and Holyoke’s Mia Bauer 
were on the team. 

Catalano scores win 
at Monadnock

WINCHESTER,  New 
Hampshire – For Tommy 
Catalano,  watching his 
brother Trevor earn his first 
NASCAR Whelen Modified 
Tour victory at Monadnock 
Speedway last year was emo-
tional for several reasons.

Trevor’s triumph came 
in only his eighth NASCAR 
Whelen  Modified  Tour 
a p p e a r a n c e .  E n t e r i n g 
Saturday’s  Duel  at  the 
Dog 200 at Monadnock 
Speedway, Tommy had 96 
career starts on his resume, 
none of which had resulted 
in a win despite several close 
calls.

Years of patience and 
hard work brought a second 
Catalano to Monandock’s 
Victory Lane in thrilling 
fashion.

To m m y  w a s  t a s k e d 
with fending off Patrick 
Emerling during an over-
time restart while on older 
tires. Emerling briefly took 
the lead from Tommy, but 
a nudge to Emerling’s back 
bumper knocked him out of 
the groove just enough for 
Tommy to earn an emotional 
breakthrough victory by the 
slimmest of margins – .007 
seconds.

“I didn’t really want to 
get [Emerling] like that into 
[turn three],” Tommy said. 
“I was hoping to kind of 
move him up the hill a lit-
tle bit. Everyone was kind 
of tight right there. Justin 
[Bonsignore] was right on 
my bumper. It’s unbelievable.

“Hopefully this isn’t the 
last one.”

Af te r  s t a r t ing  12 th , 
Tommy cycled to the sec-
ond position after electing to 
stay on track during a caution 
with 42 laps remaining that, 
ironically, involved his broth-
er Trevor.

Tommy lined up second 
behind Luke Baldwin for the 

ensuing restart, with Tyler 
Rypkema providing the two 
a buffer between Emerling, 
who led the remaining 
lead lap cars off pit road. 
Knowing he needed to move 
quickly, Tommy dove under-
neath Baldwin in Turn 1 to 
take the lead, which also 
pinned Emerling on the top 
line.

By the time Emerling 
worked his way back to sec-
ond behind Tommy, anoth-
er caution would trigger an 
overtime restart. The fastest 
car at Monadnock all evening 
would now be lined up to 
Tommy’s outside for the final 
two-lap sprint, but even with 
the odds against him, the sea-
soned veteran was not ready 
to surrender the win just yet.

Emerling led at the white 
flag. Through determination 
and sheer will, Tommy led at 
the checkered flag, albeit just 
barely.

The scene in Victory Lane 
was nearly identical to last 
year’s Duel at the Dog 250, 
with the only difference 
being the role reversal of the 
brothers.

As the Catalanos cele-
brated, Emerling felt a mix 
of frustration and disappoint-
ment with his second-place 
effort. He was critical of the 
maneuver Tommy pulled on 
him to take the victory but 
does not plan to linger on 
Saturday’s defeat for long.

“We had the best car 
today,” Emerling said. “We 
led basically the whole race 
and the whole team executed 
really good. We were doing 
exactly what we had to do 
and had the race won in the 
last corner but got smashed 
out of the way. That’s not the 
type of racing that I do, but I 
guess that’s how it goes.”

If Emerling had edged 

 Pioneers grab win in playoffs
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Four days 
after giving up a pair of 
stoppage time goals and 
having to settle for a tie 
against rival Vermont Green 
FC in the regular season 
finale, the Western Mass. 
Pioneers hosted the Long 
Island Rough Riders in a 
USL League Two play-in 
match.

Once again, the Pioneers 
held a two-goal advantage 
late in the second half, but 
this time there wouldn’t 
be any miracle comeback 
by the opposing team. The 
Pioneers advanced into the 
Eastern Conference quar-
terfinals with a 2-0 shutout 
victory before a large crowd 
at Lusitano Stadium, last 
Tuesday night. 

“ We ’r e  ve r y  h a p py 
with this result, especial-
ly after what happened on 
Friday night,” said longtime 
Western Mass. Pioneers 
h e a d  c o a c h  F e d e r i c o 
Molinari.  “It was in the 
back of my mind during 
tonight’s game. You just 
hope it doesn’t happen 
again.” 

The Pioneers, who fin-
ished the regular season with 

a 10-1-3 record, played their 
last home game of the sea-
son.

Pioneers’ goalie Trey 
Sheppard, who made his 
first home start of the season 
against Vermont, was feel-
ing much better after posting 
his first shutout against the 
Rough Riders.

“I  didn’t  s leep very 
well the other night, but I 
received a lot of support 
from my teammates,” said 
Sheppard ,  who’s  f rom 
Columbus, Ohio. “I just 
forgot about the past and 
focused on tonight’s game. 

I’m really looking forward 
to playing for this team 
again next year.”

Sheppard is also one 
of the goalies listed on the 
Amherst College men’s soc-
cer roster. The Mammoths 
are the defending NCAA 
D i v i s i o n  3  N a t i o n a l 
Champions.

Sheppard, who’s going to 
be a sophomore in the fall, 
missed most of the Pioneers 
regular season because the 
Amherst men’s soccer team 
made a trip to Europe where 

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Gustavo Barbosa gets a leg on the ball.

Juan Hermoso heads 
up the field but eyes an 
open teammate.

Israel Neto makes a 
quick pass during recent 
action.

See PIONEERS, page 10See RACING, page 10

See LEGION, page 10
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Adam Adams receives a throw to third.

Adam Adams, who attends Quabbin Regional High 
School, tries to make a play at second.

Anthony Girgenti slings 
a throw to first.
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NAME: Adam Adams
SCHOOL: Quabbin

Adams is  one  of  three 
Quabbin baseball members to 
participate with a North County 
Legion team that made the play-
offs this summer.

To nominate someone for 
Athlete of the Week, contact 
Managing Sports Editor Gregory 
A. Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext. 
258 or send an e-mail to gscibel-
li@turley.com.

Candlepin League News
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

Summer Edition

EAST BROOKFIELD 
– The Wednesday Mixed 
Summer League have three 
weeks left of candlepin bowl-
ing left in the summer. 

After 11 weeks of league, 
Sophia’s Raiders remain in 
first place with a record of 
67-21. Gutter Dolls are in 
a distant second place with 
a record of 53-35. Kristen’s 
Squad are in third place with 
a record of 48-40 and Straight 
Shooters are in fourth place 
with a record of 46-42. 

In week 11, the Rolling 
Stones bowled against the 
Gutter Snipes. In game one, 
Gutter Snipes won by a 
score of 425-418. In game 
two, Rolling Stones won by 
a score of 428-411. In game 
three, Rolling Stones won the 
last game by a score of 433-
430. 

Marc Vinciulla of Gutter 
Snipes finished the match 
with a 107. The final score 

was 1279-1266 in favor of the 
Rolling Stones. 

The second place team, 
Gutter Dolls, bowled against 
Sophia’s Raiders. In game 
one, Gutter Dolls got a big 
win over Sophia’s Raiders, 
432-425. 

In game two, Sophia’s 
Raiders won by a score of 
425-410. In game three, 
Sophia’s Raiders and Gutter 
Dolls tied the last game 
at a score of 424. Sophia 
Hearnlaye ended the match 
with a high game of 109. 

The final score was 1274-
1266 in favor of Sophia’s 
Raiders. Gutter Dolls received 
three points and Sophia’s 
Raiders won five. 

Clock Barn bowled against 
Kristen’s Squad in week 11. 
The match began with a tie 
in game one with both teams 
scoring 424. In game two, 
Clock Barn won by a score 
of 429-424. In game three, 
Kristen’s Squad won the last 
game by a score of 438-428. 

The final score was 1286-
1281 in favor of Kristen’s 
Squad. 

The No Shows bowled 
against the Straight Shooters 

in week 11. In game one, 
Straight Shooters won by a 
score of 442-407. Alan Nason 
of Straight Shooters bowled 
a 102. 

In game two, Straight 
Shooters  won again by 
a score of 449-447. Pete 
Swistak of No Shows bowled 
a 105 in a losing effort. 

In game three, Straight 
Shooters won for a three-
game sweep over No Shows, 
485-425. Sue Rose of Straight 
Shooters bowled well with 
a 106 in game three. Nason 
finished strong with a 108 
during the team’s victory. 

Straight Shooters defeat-
ed No Shows with a final 
score of 1376-1279. Straight 
Shooters move to fourth place 
with a record of 46-42. 

Gutter Fingers won two 
out of three games and six 
points bowling against their 
average. The team scores con-
sisted of 438, 444, and 434. 
Jean Pouliot was over average 
(87) every game by scoring 
99, 90 and 90. 

Sophia’s Raiders have 
three weeks left to defend 
their #1 seed position. 

Quabbin Valley set to host
second over-28 fall league

Following up on the 
resounding success of its 
inaugural campaign, the 
Quabbin Valley Baseball 
League, an over-28 adult 
baseball league will hold 
its second Fall League this 
September and October.

Seeking to create a simi-
lar competition environment 
to its spring/summer league, 
Quabbin Valley, with con-
tributions from the Valley 
Wheel Over-28 Baseball 
League, created a four-team 
fall league last year featur-
ing the Braves, Dodgers, 
Cardinals, and Twins.

Those same four teams 
are set to return and each 
team tends to have openings 
on them. Additionally, the 

league is open to welcoming 
more teams in to the league if 
it finds enough interest.

While the fall league 
schedule is still under con-
struction, it will mostly fea-
ture Sunday morning games 
played with wood-bat only, 
which is customary for fall 
baseball. There could be 
some Saturday games added 
to the schedule depending on 
the completion of the spring/
summer season as well as to 
makeup rainouts, potentially. 
Games are nine-innings long 
and there is a small playoff 
and championship held at the 
end of the season. Last year’s 
fall season was eight games 
and that is the goal for this 
year. Free and low-cost fields 

are used as well as just one 
umpire in an effort to keep 
the costs lower for players. 
The cost to play will likely 
range from $40 to $60 for the 
eight-game schedule. Players 
from outside the Quabbin 
League may also pay a small 
fee for insurance as well.

An interest/registration 
form, will be forthcom-
ing soon, but until then, to 
express interest in the league, 
you can email the coordina-
tors of the league at either 
GScibelli22@yahoo.com or 
ikhandfield@gmail.com.

Scheduled  and  team 
placement for unaffiliated 
players will be finalized in 
mid-to-late August. Please 
join in the fun this fall.

RACING from page 9

PIONEERS from page 9

Region 1 pod. 
“We started playing very 

well as a team during the 
second half of the regular 
season,” said North County 
righthander Levi Hessel, 
who was the winning pitcher 
in the opening round game. 
“I had a 3-0 lead to protect 
before I walked out to the 
mound for the first time 
in the bottom of the first 
inning.”

Hessel was a member of 
the Oakmont Regional var-
sity baseball team, which 
won back-to-back Division 
3 state titles in 2023-24. 
He’ll be playing baseball at 
Wheaton College next year. 

The righthander only 
allowed four base hits in 
5 2/3 innings in his start 
against Belchertown.

North County, which 
plays its home games at the 
Winchendon School, has a 
total of seven Oakmont play-
ers listed on their roster. 
They also have three players 
from Quabbin Regional in 
Barre.

They are Alijah Flint, 
Adam Adams, and Aiden 
Lapointe, who pinch hit in 
the seventh inning. 

The Legion playoff for-
mat was changed this year. 
The first round of the Legion 
double elimination playoffs 
were held at seven different 
sites throughout the state. 
Each of the pods had four 
teams.

The Senior  Division 
Championship Tournament 
is scheduled to take place 
at Adams Field, Quincy, 
Massachusetts starting on 
July 26.

North County (9-10-1) 
was one of the three Legion 
teams who defeated the 
top-seeded team in the open-
ing round.

“We managed to score 
three runs in the first inning 
before they shut us down 
over the final six,” said 
North County head coach 
Gregg Picucci. “We played 
well defensively, and our 
two pitchers pitched very 
well. We just need to per-
form a little bit better offen-
sively.”

The only team from 
D i s t r i c t  4  w h o  b e a t 
Belchertown (12-2) during 
the regular season was 
Northampton Post 28 on 
June 13.

“We don’t enjoy losing, 
but it’s part of baseball,” said 
Belchertown head coach 
Todd McDonald. “We just 
made a couple of costly mis-
takes in the first inning of 
today’s game. Their starting 
pitcher also pitched well. He 
just kept throwing strikes.”

North County, who was 
the visiting team, began the 
top of the first inning with a 
leadoff walk by centerfield-
er Johnny Losordo. After 
the next batter hit a pop-
up caught by Belchertown 
shortstop Ian McDonald, 
Losordo stole second base. 
Then Hessel hit a flyball that 
was misplayed by the right 
fielder, which turned out to 
be a key play in the inning. 
Following another pop-up 
caught by second baseman 
Jake Waller, North County 
scored their first run when 
leftfielder Ben Forbes hit a 
line-drive single to left.

Two more runs crossed 
the plate following another 
single into left field by third 
baseman Steven Escano. 

Hessel set down the side 
in order in the home half 
of the first inning before 
Belchertown put together 
a rally in the bottom of the 
second.

Catcher Jacob Smith 
(2-for-3) began things with 
an infield hit to third before 
advancing to second base on 
a throwing error. DH Chace 
Earle also had an infield hit 
before a walk to first base-
man Thatcher Rudnik load-
ed the bases. Hessel then 
proceeded to strike out the 
next threat batters ending the 
threat.

Hessel finished his out-
standing performance with a 
total of nine strikeouts.

Belchertown had three 
more base runners in the fol-
lowing frame, but once again 
failed to score.

After  al lowing three 
unearned runs in the first 
i n n i n g ,  B e l c h e r t o w n 
r ighthander  Alex West 
retired eight consecutive bat-
ters before giving up another 
single to Escano with one 
out in the fourth.

At that point, West was 
relieved by Earle, who load-
ed the bases with two outs in 
the inning. 

Belchertown center field-
er Spencer Waite made an 
outstanding diving catch on 
a line drive hit by Losordo 
which ended the fourth 
inning.

The home team loaded 
the bases again with two 
outs in the bottom of the 
sixth. 

Forbes, who replaced 
Hessel on the mound during 
that inning, got out of that 
jam without allowing any 
runs following a strikeout.

Earle, who’s a righty, 
retired the final eight batters 
that he faced.  McDonald set 
down the only batter that he 
faced in the top of the sev-
enth on a flyball to center.

Forbes, who plays base-
ball  at  Fitchburg State 
University, also retired the 
three batters that he faced 
in the seventh inning, which 
sealed the upset victory for 
North County.

Belchertown kept their 
season alive with a 5-0 win 
against Northampton on 
Sunday morning.

North County suffered an 
11-3 loss to Leominster Post 
151 in a winner’s bracket 
game.

LEGION from page 9
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Rocky Lora makes a play.

they played several matches. 
“It was definitely a very 

cool experience,” he said. 
“We played a few games over 
there, but I’m very glad they 
gave me an opportunity to 
play here.”

S h e p p a r d  c e r t a i n -
ly enjoyed having a solid 
defense in front of him led 
by Pioneers captain Aidan 
Kelly, who’s a member of the 
UMass-Amherst men’s soc-
cer team.

“Aidan is a great defend-
er,” Sheppard said. “He 
makes all of the plays.”

The other three Pioneers 
starting defenders in the 
home finale were Jaiden 
Willems, Juan Hermoso, and 
Gustavo Barosa.

Willems suffered an inju-

ry in the middle of the first 
half against Long Island (9-3-
1). He was replaced by Jared 
Smith.

“I thought Jared was the 
man of the match,” Sheppard 
added. “We have a very good 
defense.”

The play-in match was 
scoreless until the 26th min-
ute of the opening half.

That’s  when Mamadi 
Jiana, who graduated from 
Chicopee High School , 
received a pass from Israel 
Neto before blasting a shot 
into the net.

“I felt very good after 
scoring what turned out to 
be the game winning goal 
in front of the hometown 
crowd,” said Jiana, who 
mostly likely played his final 
match wearing a Pioneers jer-
sey at Lusitano Stadium. “It’s 

always very special whenever 
we’re playing at home.”   

A couple of minutes later, 
Neto fired a shot from the top 
of the box, but Long Island 
goalie Ethan Wood

managed to knock the ball 
over the crossbar resulting in 
a corner kick.

The Pioneers held a 1-0 
halftime advantage.

In the middle of the sec-
ond half, Neto chipped a pass 
from the right side of the box 
to a wide Santiago Blasco 
Gomez, who put the ball into 
the net giving the Pioneers a 
2-0 advantage.

Unlike what happened 
in the regular season finale, 
Sheppherd and the defense 
didn’t  al low the Rough 
Riders to make a late come-
back.

Tommy at the line, he would 
have snapped a streak of dif-
ferent winners to open 2025, 
having previously won at 
New Smyrna Speedway. 
Austin Beers’ victory at 
Lancaster Motorplex last 
weekend tied the record for 
seven different winners in 
seven events that was set in 
1999.

Instead, Tommy’s valiant 
effort during the final laps 
set a new NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour record; eight 
winners in the first eight 

races.
Building up Catalano 

Motorsports has been a pro-
longed, methodical effort 
not only by Tommy, but 
his mother Amy, his father 
Dave, his brothers and every 
member of his team. That 
elusive first victory finally 
arrived on Saturday, a day 
Tommy wasn’t sure would 
ever materialize.

“It’s just nuts,” Tommy 
said. “You see all the peo-
ple that have won so far this 
year and if you said any 
of them were going to win 
their second race [this year], 

that wouldn’t have surprised 
me at all. To come here and 
do what we did is phenom-
enal.

“You start getting down 
thinking it’s not meant to be, 
but you keep plugging away 
and keep at it.”

Kyle Bonsignore fin-
ished third in his 100th 
NASCAR Whelen Modified 
Tour start, followed by his 
cousin Justin Bonsignore 
and Beers. The rest of the 
top 10 included Rypkema, 
Baldwin, Stephen Kopcik, 
Craig Lutz and Anthony 
Nocella.
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Local pastors offer sermons
An Ancient Voice 

Part 5
In recent weeks we have 

noted an ancient text called 
the Epistle of Mathetes to 
Diognetus. 

This letter is one of the 
earliest examples of Christian 
apologetics, dated to as early 
as AD 130, in which an 
unnamed author-self labeled 
as a “mathetes” or “stu-
dent” of the apostles-tries to 
explain and defend the faith 
to a figure named Diognetus. 
We noted this selection in 
particular, which addresses 
the nature of Christianity and 
the distinctiveness of those 
who practiced the faith long 
ago:

“The distinction between 
Christians and other men 
does not lie in country 
or language or customs. 
They follow local cus-
toms in clothing, food, and 
in the rest of life, and yet 
they exhibit the wonder-
fully paradoxical nature of 
their own citizenship. They 
live in their own countries, 
but as if they were resident 
aliens. They share all things 
as citizens and yet endure 
all things as if they were an 
underclass. Every foreign 
country is their homeland 
and every homeland a for-
eign country. They marry 
like everyone else and have 
children, but they do not 
abort their young. They 
keep a common table, but 
not a common bed. They 
live in the world, but not in 
a worldly way. They enjoy 
a full life on earth, but their 
citizenship is in heaven. 
They obey the appointed 
laws, but they surpass the 
laws in their own lifestyle. 
They love everyone and are 
universally derided. They 
are unknown and roundly 
criticized. They are put to 
death and gain life. They are 
poor, but make many rich. 
They lack all things and 
yet have all things in abun-
dance. They are dishonored 
and are glorified in their dis-
honor. They are abused and 
they call down blessings in 
return. When they are beat-
en up they rejoice as men 
who are given a new life. In 
short, what the soul is in the 
body, that the Christians are 
in the world. The soul lives 
in the body, but is not con-
fined by the body, and the 
Christians live in the world 
but are not confined by the 
world.  God has appointed 
them to this great calling, 
and it would be wrong for 
them to decline it.”

How does this ancient 
voice characterize those who 
followed Christ? Of import 
for this edition, the author 
notes that Christians willing-
ly embraced persecution for 
their faith. Take particular 
note of the following excerpt: 
“They love everyone and are 
universally derided. They are 
unknown and roundly criti-
cized. They are put to death 
and gain life.” Moreover, 
“They are dishonored and 
are glorified in their dishon-
or. They are abused and they 
call down blessings in return. 
When they are beaten up they 
rejoice as men who are given 
a new life.”

I t  wou ld  s eem tha t 
Christians in antiquity heed-
ed Christ’s words:

John 15:18-20a (NIV)
18 “If the world hates 

you, keep in mind that it 
hated me first. 19 If you 
belonged to the world, it 
would love you as its own. 
As it is, you do not belong 
to the world, but I have cho-
sen you out of the world. 
That is why the world hates 
you. 20 Remember what I 
told you: ‘A servant is not 
greater than his master.’[cf. 
John 13:16] If they perse-
cuted me, they will perse-
cute you also.”

John 16:33
33 “I have told you these 

things, so that in me you may 
have peace. In this world you 
will have trouble. But take 
heart! I have overcome the 

world.”
It has never been popu-

lar to be a devout follower 
of Christ. His message of 
repentance for the forgive-
ness of sin has always been 
an offense to a great many 
who are perishing and such 
will respond with persecu-
tion in kind. Of course, we 
may not be fed to lions any 
time soon, but those who 
profess faith in Jesus are 
sure to encounter rejection, 
resentment, mockery, belit-
tlement and more by family, 
friends and members of the 
local community. May we 
handle it as well as our fore-
bears! May we handle it in 
a manner worthy of Christ! 
I close with this selection 
from Jesus’ Sermon on the 
Mount. It is apropos: 

Matthew 5:10-11
10 “Blessed are those 

who are persecuted because 
of righteousness, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven.

11 Blessed are you when 
people insult you, persecute 
you and falsely say all kinds 
of evil against you because 
of me. 12 Rejoice and be 
glad, because great is your 
reward in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted 
the prophets who were before 
you.”

Thank you for taking the 
time to read this publication. 
Should you have any com-
ments or questions, feel free 
to contact me at your conve-
nience using the information 
below. Moreover, feel free to 
check us out online at www.
NewLifeBarre.org or visit us 
each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
We hope to see you soon.

Pastor James Foley
New Life Assembly
 of God
60 Main St. South Barre
jamesfoley
@newlifebarre.org
978-355-6407

Sixth Sunday after 
Pentecost 

“Choose the Better Part, 
Jesus says.”

Scripture Reading: 
Luke 10 v 38 – 42

I. Introduction
One thing I have noticed 

about our church is our love 
for hospitality. 

Considerable effort is 
involved in preparing the 
food and drinks for din-
ners, as well as in arranging 
the tables, and the level of 
creativity demonstrated is 
remarkable. I have had the 
privilege of visiting several 
of you in your homes and I 
greatly appreciate the hospi-
tality that has been extended 
to me. 

To invite people over for 
lunch or dinner does involve 
quite a bit of preparation. 
There is significant clean-
ing taking place at our house 
before guests arrive, and 
my husband, who typically 
cooks, is responsible for gro-
cery shopping and preparing 
the food. By the end of the 
visit, we are both so tired. 
Does this sound familiar to 
you? Jesus emphasized hos-
pitality as a key value for His 
disciples. Let’s examine what 
He is teaching us on this 
topic.

II. Choose the Better Part, 
Jesus says.

Jesus instructed His dis-
ciples that upon entering 
someone’s home, they should 
extend a greeting of peace, 
remain there, and accept the 
hospitality provided to them. 
On another occasion He 
encouraged them to invite the 
poor and the hungry to join 
them at their tables. Jesus 
Himself shared meals with 
His disciples as a way of fos-
tering and building relation-
ships.

Jesus enjoyed the friend-
ships with those whom He 
met on the way. He especial-
ly had a close relationship 
with Martha, Mary and their 
brother Lazarus. He would 
visit them, rest and enjoy 

their hospitality. We find Him 
at Martha and Mary’s house 
in Bethany, where Martha 
prepares for their import-
ant guest, who is both their 
friend and Lord. 

Martha is busy and the 
text describes how she was 
fretting and fussing, because, 
according to her, Mary was 
“just sitting” there listen-
ing to Jesus upon His arriv-
al. She appeared somewhat 
frustrated, possibly due 
to fatigue and her desire 
for everything to proceed 
smoothly. Her reaction to 
her sister sitting and not par-
ticipating is understandable 
given the circumstances. At 
this point, she did not speak 
directly to her sister, but 
instead brought her concern 
to Jesus, requesting that He 
address Mary’s absence from 
helping in the kitchen. Jesus’ 
reply to Martha is unexpect-
ed; He advises her regarding 
her concerns and preoccu-
pations with many matters, 
emphasizing that Mary’s 
decision to sit and listen to 
His teachings is preferable, 
as it represents a lasting 
choice that cannot be taken 
from her. 

While He must have 
appreciated the hospitali-
ty offered Him, He thought 
it was the right thing to do 
to help Martha understand 
what the priority was in 
that moment. He was not 
engaged in casual conversa-
tion, but provided her sis-
ter with substantive spir-
itual instruction. Since she 
was attentively listening, he 
aimed to give her the neces-
sary attention and adequate-
ly address any questions she 
might have had. But more, 
because Martha was so 
busy with the preparations, 
she was distracted by it and 
missed out on the important 
message He was conveying 
to Mary. He did not judge 
Martha but made her aware 
of what she was missing.

III. Conclusion
We all know how import-

ant it is to listen to someone 
when they are speaking. If 
we do not focus and listen, 
we will miss what they have 
to say, how they say it, and 
what their intent is. When 
we are distracted by other 
things, we will miss most of 
what the speaker is saying 
and for future purposes will 
misunderstand the person, 
and what their intentions are 
in our lives. In this situation, 
both individuals had a nota-
ble guest in their home, Jesus 
Christ. 

They both could have 
taken the opportunity to sit 
and listen to Him and poten-
tially participated in prepar-
ing food while continuing 
the conversation. Jesus’ 
teachings were important, 
and weren’t meant to just 
listen to and absorb, but to 
act upon and carry it forth 
to others, to love and care, 
to be there for the poor and 
suffering and more. Mary, 
therefore, says Jesus, made 
the better choice and it 
could not be taken away 
from her. She would serve 
as a messenger, communi-
cating the core of His mes-
sage to others. 

Let the example of Martha 
and Mary’s hospitality guide 
us as we gather, reminding us 
to focus on meaningful con-
nection rather than becoming 
overly preoccupied with the 
details of our preparations. 
Let us also take the opportu-
nity to share and listen to one 
another’s personal spiritual 
experiences, reflecting on the 
various ways in which Christ 
may be present in our lives, 
how we have responded to 
these inspirations and the 
positive impact our actions 
may have had on others. May 
our gatherings be a blessing 
for ourselves and each other. 

Amen.

Pastor Margaret Keyser
Barre Congregationa
 Church
30 Park St., Barre

See more Police Logs on Page 12

New Braintree Police Log
During the weeks of June 

30-July 14, the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 27 building/prop-
erty checks, 44 directed/area 
patrols, 14 radar assignments, 
four traffic controls, seven emer-
gency 911 calls, four citizen 
assists, five complaints, one tres-
pass, two property damages, one 
illegal dumping, two safety haz-
ards, one motor vehicle investi-
gation, 10 animal calls and six 
motor vehicle stops in the town of 
New Braintree.

Monday, June 30
9:12 a.m. Complaint, Ware 

Road, Services Rendered

Tuesday, July 1
5:54 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Hardwick Road, Written Warning
7:46 a.m. Complaint, West 

Brookfield Road, Taken/Referred 
to Other Agency

2:24  p .m.  911 Med ica l 
Emergency, Hardwick Road, 
Services Rendered

Wednesday, July 2
10:53 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Ravine Road, Negative Contact
11:39 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Ravine Road, Services Rendered
7:34 p.m. Trespass, Pierce 

Road, Spoken To

Thursday, July 3
9:09  a .m.  911 Med ica l 

Emergency, Hardwick Road, 
Transported to Hospital

1:32 p.m. Property Damage, 
Hilton Drive, Spoken To

Friday, July 4
10:01 p.m. 911 Hang-up/

Abandoned, Gilbertville Road, 
Services Rendered

Sunday, July 6
1:08 p.m. 911 Complaint, Barr 

Road, Officer Handled
6:47  p .m.  911 Med ica l 

Emergency, Hardwick Road, 
Services Rendered

7:33 p.m. Illegal Dumping, 
Hardw ick  Road ,  D ispa tch 
Handled

7:54 p.m. Property Damage, 
Ware Road, Officer Handled

9 : 11  p . m .  C o m p l a i n t , 
Cemetery  Road,  Negat ive 
Contact

Monday, July 7
3:58 p.m. Safety Hazard, 

Barre Road, Removed Hazard

Tuesday, July 8
4:33  p .m.  911 Med ica l 

Emergency, Thompson Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, July 9
11:53 a.m. Disturbance, 

Padre Road, Transferred Call to 
C3

12:51 p.m. Disturbance, 
Padre Road, Transferred Call to 
C3

1:54  p .m.  911 Med ica l 
Emergency, West Brookfield 
Road, Transported to Hospital

2:19 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Oakham Road, Officer Handled

Thursday, July 10
8:06 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Worcester  Road,  Serv ices 
Rendered

9:59 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Investigation, Ravine Road, 
Services Rendered

4:31 p.m. Suspicious Activity, 
Memor ia l  Dr i ve ,  Serv i ces 
Rendered

Friday, July 11
3 : 0 4  p . m .  C o m p l a i n t , 

Hardw ick  Road ,  Serv i ces 
Rendered

8:48 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Hardwick Road, Written Warning

Saturday, July 12
9:55 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Memorial Drive, Officer Handled

During the week of July 
14 -21 ,  the  Hardw ick /New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 12 building/prop-
erty checks, 11 directed/area 
patrols, two radar assignments, 
one traffic control, one emergen-
cy 911 call, two citizen assists, 
two complaints, one vandalism, 
one property damage, two safe-
ty hazards, one animal call and 
seven motor vehicle stops in the 
town of New Braintree.

Monday, July 14
8:34 a.m. 911 Misdial, Mass 

Central Rail Trail, No Action 
Required

6:17 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Memorial Drive, Officer Handled

Wednesday, July 16
12:43 p.m. Property Damage, 

Ravine Road, Report Taken

Thursday, July 17
2:03 p.m. Safety Hazard, Barr 

Road, Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency

4:35 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
West Brookfield Road, Services 
Rendered

Saturday, July 19
12:22 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Memor ia l  Dr i ve ,  Serv i ces 
Rendered

5:14 p.m. Vandalism, Ravine 
Road, Investigated

7:05 p.m. Complaint, Wine 
Road, Spoken To

Sunday, July 20
12 :02  p .m .  Comp la in t , 

Memorial Drive, Spoken To

Oakham Police Log
Sunday, June 29

11:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, North Brookfield Road, 
Citation Issued

11:20 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, North Brookfield Road, 
Written Warning

11:31 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, North Brookfield Road, 
Citation Issued

1:07 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
North Brookfield Road, Citation 
Issued

6:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Old Turnpike Road, Citation 
Issued

6:27 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Barre Paxton Road, No Action 
Required

7:42 p.m. Fire – Structure 
Fires, Main Street, Investigated

Monday, June 30
11:43 a.m. Court Duty, East 

Brookfield District Court, Court 
Duty

2:23 p.m. Harassment, Old 
Turnpike Road, Call Transferred

2:17 p.m. Fraud or Forgery, 
Woods Road, Call Transferred

Wednesday, July 1
10:16 a.m. Property Damage, 

Gaffney Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

Thursday, July 2
10 :50  a .m.  Emergency 

Medical Service – Abdominal/
Back Pain, North Brookfield 
Road, Transported to Hospital

6:37 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Maple 

Avenue, Transported to Hospital
9:57 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 

Collision, Pommogussett Road, 
Transported to Hospital

10:11 p.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Coll ision, Kenwood 
Drive, Mutual Aid Transport

Friday, July 3
7:17 a.m. Trespasser or 

Prowler, Old Turnpike Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

12:13 p.m. Complaint, East 
Hill Road, Negative Contact

6:16 p.m. Trespasser or 
Prowler, East Hill Road, Negative 
Contact

6:59 p.m. Animal – Lost and/
or Found, Old Turnpike Road, 
Returned to Family/Guardian

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER



Page 12 • Barre Gazette • July 24, 2025

Public Safety

Rutland Police Log
Sunday, June 29

12:05 p.m. Property Damage, 
Birchwood Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

12:09 p.m. Animal – ACO 
Call, Whitehall Road, Officer/
Chief Advised

2:55 p.m. Fire –  Fumes/
Odor/Gas Leak, Vista Circle, 
Investigated

4:28 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Serv ice – Wel fare Check, 
Charnock Hill Road, Report Filed

6:27 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Barre Paxton Road, No Action 
Required

6:48 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Ten Rod Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

7:42 p.m. Fire – Structure 
Fires, Main Street, Investigated

9:36 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Main Street, 
Report Filed

Monday, June 30
7:10 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Birchwood Road, Criminal 
Complaint

Summons Patterson, Cole 
Michael, 21, Princeton

Charges  Number  P la te 
Violation to Conceal ID C90 S23, 
Number Plate, Take C266 S139

7:43 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Citation Issued

9 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

9:25 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

9:41 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

9:43 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

10:08 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Maple Avenue, Written 
Warning

3:30 p.m. Fraud or Forgery, 
Inwood Road, Officer Spoke to 
Party

4:47 p.m. ACO Lost and 
Found/Wildlife, Bond Street, 
Negative Contact

5:49 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Serv ice – Bleeding (Non-
Traumatic), East County Road, 
Transported to Hospital

6:15 p.m. Complaint, Stevens 
Way, Officer/Chief Advised

10:32 p.m. Safety Concern, 
East County Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

Tuesday, July 1
5:45 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Falls, East County 
Road, Mutual Aid Transport

8:01 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Breathing Difficulty, 
Main Street, Transported to 
Hospital

9:50 a.m. Vandalism, Prison 
Camp Road, Report Filed

9:55 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Laurelwood 
Road,  Ambu lance  S igned 
Refusal

10:56 a.m. Road Traff ic 
Hazard, Miles Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

11:38 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Fisherman’s Road, Written 
Warning

11:59 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Maple Avenue, Citation 
Issued

12:58 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Glenwood Road, Citation 
Issued

3:57 p.m. Landlord Tenant/
Neighbor Dispute, Finn Park 
Road, Officer Spoke to Party

7:44 p.m. Landlord Tenant/
Neighbor Dispute, Gardner 
Road, Report Filed

9 : 4 2  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Unconscious/

Unresponsive/Syncope, Emerald 
Road, Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, July 2
12:03  a .m.  Emergency 

Medical Service – Seizures, 
East Hill Road, Transported to 
Hospital

6 :02  a .m.  Road/Tra f f i c 
Hazard, East County Road, 
Investigated

6:51 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Prescott Street, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

7:37 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Charnock Hill Road, Vehicle 
Towed

Summons Latour,  Scot t 
Louis, 64, Paxton

C h a r g e s  U n i n s u r e d 
Motor Vehicle, Registration 
Suspended, Operating Motor 
Vehicle With, Unregistered Motor 
Vehicle

8:07 a.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
M a p l e  Av e n u e ,  M e s s a g e 
Delivered

8:45 a.m. Court Duty, East 
Brookfield District Court, Court 
Duty

8:59 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Vehicle Towed

10:13 a.m. Safety Concern, 
Watson Lane, Negative Contact

8:03 p.m. Safety Concerns, 
Pommogussett Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

10 :16  p .m.  Susp ic ious 
P e r s o n / Ve h i c l e  A c t i v i t y, 
Briarwood Road, Area Search 
Negative

10:16 p.m. Disturbance/
Disorder ly,  Maple Avenue, 
Removed to Court/Lockup

Arrest Matavo, Punaloa, 47, 
Rutland 

Charges Wi tness/Juror /
Police/Court Official, Intimidate, 
Threat to Commit Crime, Assault 
and Battery on Police Officer, 
Resist Arrest

Thursday, July 3
10:50  a .m.  Emergency 

Medical Service – Abdominal/
Back Pain, North Brookfield 
Road, Transported to Hospital

12:09 p.m. Property Damage, 
Main Street, Report Filed

1:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pleasantdale Road, Vehicle 
Towed

S u m m o n s  F i t t a n t e , 
Christopher A., 41, Asburnham

C h a r g e s  U n i n s u r e d 
Motor Vehicle, Registration 
Suspended, Operating Motor 
Vehicle With, Unregistered Motor 
Vehicle

2 p.m. Larcney or Theft, Main 
Street, Criminal Complaint

Summons Tivnan, Erin S., 24, 
Barre

Charges Library Materials, 
Fail Return

2 : 5 2  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, Inwood 
Road, Officer Spoke to Party

4:06 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Serv ice – Wel fare Check, 
Blueberry Lane, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

6:07 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Main Street, 
Officer/Chief Advised

6:37 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Maple 
Avenue, Transported to Hospital

6 :50 p .m.  D is turbance/
Disorderly, Memorial Drive, Party 
Departed without Incident

7 :59  p .m.  F i re  –  F i re 
Investigation, Main Street, Fire 
Extinguished

9:43 p.m. Missing Person, 
Main Street, Returned to Family/
Guardian

9:57 p.m. Fire – Motor 

Vehicle Collision, Pommogussett 
Road, Transported to Hospital

10:11 p.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Coll ision, Kenwood 
Road, Mutual Aid Transport

10:55 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Main Street, 
Information Taken

Friday, July 4
2 : 4 0  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 

Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Prospect Street, 
Transported to Hospital

3:28 a.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Pleasantdale 
Road, Area Search Negative

8:24 a.m. Animal – Lost and/
or Found, Glenwood Road, 
Officer/Chief Advised

9:54 a.m. Animal – ACO 
Call, Ten Rod Road, Information 
Given 

11:45 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East County Road, Citation 
Issued

12:13 p.m. Road/Traff ic 
H a z a r d ,  M a p l e  A v e n u e , 
Removed Hazard

12:42 p.m. Animal – ACO 
Cal l ,  Highland Park Road, 
Officer/Chief Advised

1:50 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Main Street, 
Information Taken

2:18 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Trauma, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

2:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Citation Issued

3:46 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Lizzy Lane, Officer/Chief Advised

3:58 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Paxton Road, Criminal 
Complaint

Summons Dervishi, Askend, 
29, Worcester

Charges  Number  P la te 
V io la t i on  to  Concea l  ID , 
Uninsured Motor Vehicle

4:01 pm. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Main Street, 
Information Taken

5 : 4 4  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, Barre 
Paxton Road, Transported to 
Hospital

6:06 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Barre Paxton Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

9:29 p.m. Noise Complaint, 
East County Road, Negative 
Contact

Saturday, July 5
8:31 a.m. Property – Lost/

Found/Surrender, Main Street, 
Officer/Chief Advised

9:01 a.m. Complaint, Stevens 
Way, Officer/Chief Advised

2:10 p.m. ACO Lost and 
Found/Wildl i fe,  Laurelwood 
Road, Message Delivered

2:23 p.m. ACO Lost and 
Found/Wildlife, Glenwood Road, 
Information Given

3:05 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Cheryl Ann 
Drive, Officer Spoke to Party

3:21 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Abdominal/Back Pain, 
Edson Avenue, Transported to 
Hospital

3:24 p.m. Fire – Smoke 
Investigation, Central Tree Road, 
Investigated

3:29 p.m. Fire – Agricultural 
B u r n ,  W h e e l e r  R o a d , 
Investigated

3:53 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Winnifreds 
Way, Officer/Chief Advised

9:32 p.m. Animal – Lost 
and/or Found, Peters Avenue, 
Returned to Family/Guardian

9:36 p.m. Noise Complaint, 
Peters Avenue, Officer Spoke to 
Party

Barre Police Log
Sunday, June 29

4:55 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Broad Street, Investigated

6 : 3 4  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Main Street, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

10:17 p.m. Assist Other 
Police Department, Plymouth, 
Returned to Family or Guardian

Monday, June 30
8:42 a.m. Court Duty, East 

Brookfield District Court, Court 
Duty

10 :56  a .m.  Emergency 
Med ica l  Se rv i ce  –  Fa l l s , 
Wauwinet Road, Mutual Aid 
Transport

11:32 a.m. Road/Traff ic 
Hazard, South Street,  Cal l 
Transferred

12:23 p.m. Identity Theft, 
Oakham Road, Officer Spoke to 
Party

12:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
S top ,  Hubbards ton  Road, 
Citation Issued

1:13 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Kendall Street, Citation Issued

1:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, South Barre Road, Citation 
Issued

2:29 p.m. Larceny or Theft, 
West Street, Officer Took Call

8:28 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Valley 
Road, Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, July 1
10 :31  a .m .  Susp i c ious 

Person/Vehicle Activity, Pleasant 
Street, Officer Spoke to Party

11:08 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
S top ,  Hubbards ton  Road, 
Citation Issued

12:23 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Oak Street, Prisoner Bailed

Arrest Janke, Gary,  51, 
Spencer

Charges Warrant
3:27 p.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Falls, Gauthier Road, 
Transported to Hospital

5:18 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – South Street, Report 
Filed

Wednesday, July 2
2:29 a.m. Emergency – 

Abdominal/Back Pain, James 
Street, Transported to Hospital

9:17 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
South Street, Written Warning

10 :59  a .m .  Susp i c ious 
P e r s o n / Ve h i c l e  A c t i v i t y, 
Wauwinet Road, Negative eCon-
tact

11:06 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, South Barre Road, Citation 
Issued

11:53 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, North Brookfield Road, 
Citation Issued

Thursday, July 3
5:14 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Breathing Difficulty, 
Walnut Hill Road, Mutual Aid 
Transport

9:53 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Worcester Road, Transported to 
Hospital

11:08 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, South Barre Road, Citation 
Issued

12:50 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation Issued

5:34 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Peach Street, 
Negative Contact

10 :19  p .m .  Susp i c ious 
P e r s o n / Ve h i c l e  A c t i v i t y, 
Chamberlain Hill Road, Negative 
Contact

Friday, July 4
8:46 a.m. Animal – ACO 

Call, Nelson Way, Officer/Chief 
Advised

9:33 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, South Barre Road, Written 
Warning

11:09 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
S top ,  Hubbards ton  Road, 
Citation Issued

11 :30  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Stop – Abdominal/Back 
Pain, Ruggles Lane, Mutual Aid 
Transport

11:50 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
S top ,  Hubbards ton  Road, 
Citation Issued

9:32 p.m. Noise Complaint, 
West Street, Off icer /Chief 
Advised

Saturday, July 5
12 :20  a .m .  Susp i c ious 

Person/Vehicle Activity, West 
Street, Area Search Negative

3:09 a.m. Fire – Hazmat 
Incidents, North Andover, Mutual 
Aid Assistant

10:09 a.m. Larceny or Theft, 
Vernon Avenue, Report Filed

10 :49  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical  Service – Welfare 
C h e c k ,  Wo r c e s t e r  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

5:38 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Trauma, Oakham 
Road ,  Ambu lance  S igned 
Refusal

11:40 p.m. Noise Complaint, 
Old Coldbrook Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

Hardwick Police Log
During the week of July 

14 -21 ,  the  Hardw ick /New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 59 bui ld ing/
property checks, 39 directed/
area patrols, four radar assign-
ments, 13 emergency 911 calls, 
nine citizen assists, two assist 
other agencies, one complaint, 
one investigation, three safety 
hazards, one scam, one threat, 
one trespass, one motor vehi-
cle fire, three motor vehicle acci-
dents, two animal calls and eight 
motor vehicle stops in the town of 
Hardwick.

Monday, July 14
10 :49  a .m .  Susp i c ious 

Act iv i ty,  Greenwich Road, 
Services Rendered

11:45 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
D e l a r g y  R o a d ,  S e r v i c e s 
Rendered

11:50 a.m. Scam, Main 
Street, Spoken To

11:51 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Delargy Road, Mere

5:21 p.m. 911 Assist Citizen, 
Barre Road, Officer Handled

Tuesday, July 15
9:33 a.m. Assist Citizen, Old 

Greenwich Plains Road, Spoken 
To

11 a.m. 911 Disturbance, 
Prospect Street, Officer Handled

12:53 p.m. Assist Other 
A g e n c y ,  L o w e r  R o a d , 

Transported to Hospital
1 p.m. Motor Vehicle Crash, 

North Street, Officer Handled
4:18 p .m.  Ass is t  Other 

Agency, Out of Town, Services 
Rendered

6:34 p.m. Invest igat ion, 
Prospect  St reet ,  Serv ices 
Rendered

Wednesday, July 16
3:04 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Main Street, Officer Handled
12:02 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Birch Street, Call Canceled
1 p.m. Threat, Prospect 

Street, Officer Handled
2:58  p .m.  911 Med ica l 

Emergency, Old Petersham 
Road, Transported to Hospital

3:28 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Petersham Road, No Action 
Required

5:05 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Jackson Road, Officer Handled

10:51 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Prospect Street, 
Transported to Hospital

Thursday, July 17
7:27 a.m. Welfare Check, 

High Street, Transported to 
Hospital

10:33 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Lower Road, Officer Handled

4:05 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Church Lane, Spoken To

5:43 p.m. 911 Motor Vehicle 
Crash, Parker Court, Services 

Rendered
9:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Crash, Barre Road, Report Taken

Friday, July 18
4:03 p.m. 911 Welfare Check, 

Main Street, Services Rendered
4:09 p.m. 911 Fire/Auto, 

North Road, Extinguished
5:50 p.m. 911 Trespass, 

North Street, Investigated
10:11 p.m. 911 Disturbance, 

West Street, Services Rendered

Saturday, July 19
2:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Hardwick Road, Citation Issued
5:08 p.m. Assist Citizen, Main 

Street, Officer Handled
7:15 p.m. Complaint, Sullivan 

Avenue, Officer Handled

Sunday, July 20
10:02 a.m. Disturbance, 

Hardwick Road, Spoken To
2:07  p .m.  911 Med ica l 

Emergency, Prospect Street, 
Investigated

6:23 p.m. Assist Citizen, Old 
Greenwich Plains Road, Officer 
Handled

10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Lower Road, Criminal Complaint

Monday, July 21
12:02 a.m. 911 Welfare 

Check, North Street, Officer 
Handled

Hubbardston Police Log
Sunday, June 29

7:41 a.m. Identity Theft, 
Williamsville Road, Information 
Taken

Monday, June 30
10:47 a.m. Landlord Tenant/

Neighbor Dispute, Bemis Road, 
Call Transferred

5:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Worcester Road, Written Warning

Tuesday, July 1
11:56 a.m. Tree Incidents 

(No Wires), Simond Hill Road, 
Referred to Other agency

3:36 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Chest Pain/Heart 
Problem, Old Westminster Road, 
Transported to Hospital

7:44 p.m. Landlord Tenant/
Neighbor Dispute, Gardner 
Road, Report Filed

8:38 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Shawnee Way, 
Report Filed

Wednesday, July 2
2:01 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service, Madison Way, Mutual 
Aid Transported

8:13 a..m. Fire – Power Lines 
Down/Arcing, Ragged Hill Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

8:48 a.m. Erratic Operator, 
Gardner Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

9:49 a.m. Vandalism, Gardner 
Road, Report Filed

4:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Gardner Road, Written Warning

7:37 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Gardner Road, Negative Contact

9:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Disabled, Old Boston Turnpike, 

Officer/Chief Advised

Thursday, July 3
12 :11  p .m.  Emergency 

Medical Service – Falls, Burnshirt 
Road, Transported to Hospital

2:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Worcester Road, Written Warning

4:06 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Flagg Road, 
Negative Contact

5:14 p.m. Complaint, Gardner 
Road, Negative Contact

6:32 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Gardner Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

Friday, July 4
3:51 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Seizures, Hale road, 
Mutual Aid Assist

7:52 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Gardner Road, Written Warning

9:01 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Gardner Road, Written Warning

12 :17  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, Burnshirt 
Road, Mutual Aid Transport

6:15 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Chest Pain/Heart 
Problem, Pitchervi l le Road, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

9:47 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Gardner Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

Saturday, July 5
3:56 p.m. Suspicious Person/

Vehicle Activity, Pitchervil le 
Road,, Officer Spoke to Party

4:18 p.m. Trespasser or 
Prowler, George Howard Road, 
Party Departed Without Incidents

11 :57  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Falls, Old 
Princeton Cutoff, Public Assist

TOWN OF 
NEW BRAINTREE

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with MGL, 
Chapter 87, Section 3, a public 
hearing will be held at 8:00am 
on Monday, July 28, 2025, in the 
Select Board’s meeting room at 
the Town Hall on 20 Memorial 
Drive, New Braintree to consid-
er the removal of trees on Igoe 
Road. The trees to be removed 

have been clearly marked.  Rea-
son for removal; dead, diseased 
and/or will hinder road construc-
tion.  All interested parties are 
invited to attend.

This meeting is open to the 
public. 
07/17, 07/24/2025

BARRE PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING

The Barre Planning Board will 
hold a public hearing on Tues-

day, August 5, 2025 at 7:00 
p.m. in the Henry Woods Mu-
nicipal Building, 40 West Street, 
Boards’ Office, 3rd Floor, Barre, 
MA requested Rotokawa Estates, 
LLC for Preliminary Subdivision 
Plan approval relative to property 
located on the Southerly side of 
Wauwinet Road, Parcels D-71 
and E-59 and recorded with the 
Worcester District Registry of 
Deeds Book 45829, Page 319. 
The purpose of such filing is to 
freeze the zoning currently in 
effect in accordance with MGL 
c.40A, 6.

Anyone wishing to comment 
on this matter should attend the 
hearing or submit comments in 
writing.  The plan can be viewed 
at the Boards’ Office, 3rd floor.

Floyd Kelley, Chairman
07/24, 07/31/2025

Public Notices

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
PIANO FOR SALE
$100 or best offer.

 Call Judy at 413-419-8263.

NATIVE ULTIMATE 12
 FISHING KAYAK: 

Excellent Condition, always stored indoors.  
Adjustable seat, Scotty Rod Holders, Hum-
mingbird fish finder, trolling motor, paddle, 
Stohlquist fishing vest, and many extras. 
$600.

 Call Frank 413-537-5254

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sewing 
machines, tools, radios, clocks, lan-
terns, lamps, kitchenware, cookware, 
knives, military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil cans, 
advertising tins,hunting, fishing, 
signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior 

 Finish carpentry, framing, window & door 
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.  
Competitive pricing. Insured. 

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations re-
paired, basement waterproofing systems, 
sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free esti-
mates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-1611, 
(413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

Full Time Position
 OIL BURNER SERVICE TECH

MA Oil Burner Tech License required. Full 
Time position with benefits and vacation. 
Local service area, no cities. Potential 
signing bonus based on experience. Call 
Sherman Oil to inquire. 508-867-7447 or 
email shermanoil@aol.com.

HOUSEKEEPER. Monday and Friday, 5 
hours each day. Duties include cleaning, 
ironing, washing. Send resume to PO Box 
8, Hampden, MA 01036.

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
 or call 413-284-0005.

THE TOWN OF HUNTINGTON 
IS SEEKING A

 PART-TIME TREASURER.

$20,384 - $23,110 annual salary based 
on experience. Approximately 16 hours 
per week. Application and complete job 
description are available online at www.
huntingtonma.us or by emailing ad-
min@huntingtonma.us.
Position is open until filled.  Town of Hun-
tington is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON
HIGHWAY POSITION OPENING

The Town of Worthington is soliciting letters 
of interest and resumes from qualified can-
didates for a full-time Equipment Op-
erator/General Laborer position within 
the Highway Department. 
Valid MA CDL operator, Hydraulic Hoister’s 
licenses and OSHA-10 certification is pre-
ferred.

More in-depth information can
be found on the Town’s website: 
www.worthington-ma.us

Questions will be answered by the Highway 
Superintendent at 64 Huntington Road, 
Monday – Friday, 7 AM to 3 PM; the tele-
phone number is 413-238-5830 or send 
letter of interest, resume and three (3) ref-
erences with relevant contact information 
to highway@worthington-ma.us and 
sboard@worthington-ma.us.
This posting will remain pertinent until the 
position is filled.
The Town of Worthington is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

TRUCK DRIVER/LABORER

The Town of Peru Highway Department is 
now accepting applications for the posi-
tion of Truck Driver/Laborer. Preferred 
applicants will have a valid Class B CDL, 
Class 2A Hoisting license, and a current 
DOT Physical card. Construction and me-
chanical experience preferred. Must be 
able to work in all weather conditions. Po-
sition is full time 40hrs/week with manda-
tory overtime during snowstorms. Excellent 
benefits. 
Email resume to: townadmin@townof-
peruma.com or mail to Town of Peru, 
Board of Selectmen, 3 East Main 
Rd. Suite 107, Peru MA 01235. 
For additional information contact the High-
way Superintendent at (413) 655-8224.
(The Town of Peru is an equal opportunity 
employer).

FOR RENT
4 ROOMS, 2 BEDROOMS, 1.5/baths, 
appliances included. $1500/mo. No utilities. 
1st/last/security. References and proof of 
income required.  Call 413-589-0401.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WARE: 3 BDRM., quiet dead end street. 
Refrig/stove/off-street parking. $1300/mo. 
First/last. (508) 723-2638.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES AUTO HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair

Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds

Pressure Washing
Water Proofing

Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
frenchyn@gmail.com

MASONRY

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

NO SALES TAX HOLIDAY!
PRE BUY SALE!!!!

E-BIKE SALE!!! 
100’S OF A/C’S & HUMIDIFIERS!
GIANT BIKE SALE!!!

1000’S OF APPLIANCE DEALS!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008
michelleterryteam.com

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

NEW LISTING: 
WEST BROOKFIELD, MA

Charming 4-bed Cape in beautiful West Brookfield! Close 
to the town common, this 2000 sq. ft. antique-style home 
blends character & comfort. Enjoy a custom remodeled 
kitchen, with breakfast nook & all appliances included. 1st-
floor bedroom, sunny family room, dining & living room, 
remodeled bath, natural gas stove, oil heat, and spacious 
mudroom with laundry. 3 more bedrooms upstairs, plus a bonus room. Neutral & inviting 
throughout. Oversized 2-car detached garage and 2 fenced backyards - perfect for pets 
or play! Sidewalks, streetlights, in-town beach, and year-round events make this town 
feel like a Hallmark movie. Easy access to Routes 9, 20, & MA Pike! Listed at $389,900.

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

Every Month Special Treat Box
Available For Sale at the Cafe

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

180 West Street, Ware • 508-868-0016
www.bppools.com • bppools@hotmail.com

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

ARE IN!ARE IN!
PEACHESPEACHES

FARMSTAND IS NOW OPEN!!!

Lisa Caron Real EstateLisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 0150642 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506
Cell: 508-341-8299Cell: 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.comSearch Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

2 bed/2 bath mobile home in 
highly sought after Nanatomqua. 

Luxury vinyl plank floors, bed 
& bath at each end. Eat-in 

kitchen, oversized living room 
w/electronic blinds and built-ins. 

All new windows throughout. 
Furnace only 2-3 years old. 

Park share $17,250 included in 
list price. Monthly lot rent $210 

includes water, sewer, taxes, 
road maintenance and trash 

removal. Whole house generac 
generator, shed. Covered deck 

with handicap ramp.
6 Second Street 
Brookfield - Nanatomqua 
$190,000

Lisa Caron Real EstateLisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 0150642 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506
Cell: 508-341-8299Cell: 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.comSearch Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

Gorgeous 4 br home with so much character. 
Open floor plan, large eat-in kitchen w/lg center 

island, upgraded corian countertops, built-in hutch, 
pantry, pellet stove, tons of cabinets & access to 
back patio area. Dining rm w/wood floors, front 

to back living room w/brick fireplace & 1/2 bath 
make up 1st floor. On the 2nd fl you will find a full 
bath & 4 bedrooms all w/hardwood floors & great 

closet space. There is a small finished room in 
the basement. Everything has been done here.....

Buderus Boiler & hot water tank in 2013, mass 
save insulated 2013, new driveway 2018, new 
roof 2019. This property sits on 1.52 acres & is 
beautifully landscaped. You will find raspberry 

bushes & tons of perennials. Screened gazebo & 
storage barn in huge back yard.

35 Ayers Street 
North Brookfield 
$449,900

BUYLINE CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette & Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday
Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨

2026 Norwegian Cruise Line
Bermuda and Nova Scotia – 
Call Today

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

July 12 ..........Escape to Rockport .....................................$110
July 26 ..........Perkins Cove for a Day ................................$110
Oct. 4 ............Stockbridge – Rockwell Museum ...............$120
Oct. 18 ..........Turkey Train ..................................................$175
May 2026 .....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruis .......from $1699

Support YourSupport Your
Hometown BusinessesHometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

Cohasse Golf Course
Semi Private - Join Today!
Visit Cohasse.com for Times
Memberships Available 
  for 2025 Season
Bar open limited hours.
Restaurant not open yet. 
COHASSE COUNTRY CLUB
393 Eastford Road
Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: (508) 764-6801

UNDER 
NEW MANAGEMENT

Echocardiograms available at Second Chance veterinary clinics
EAST BROOKFIELD 

– Second Chance Animal 
Services announces echocar-
diograms, an advanced ultra-
sound diagnostic test used to 
evaluate heart health, are now 
available at the Southbridge 
C o m m u n i t y  Ve t e r i n a r y 
Hospital. 

This service will also be 
offered at Second Chance’s 
S p r i n g f i e l d  a n d  N o r t h 

Brookfield locations in the 
near future on a limited sched-
ule, improving access to car-
diac care for pets throughout 
the region.

Echocardiograms, often 
referred to as cardiac ultra-
sounds or “echos,” allow vet-
erinarians to assess the struc-
ture and function of a pet’s 
heart. This information is 
essential for evaluating the 

cause and severity of heart 
murmurs, detecting congenital 
defect and monitoring heart 
disease progression.

“At Second Chance, our 
goal is to keep pets healthy 
and with the families who 
love them,” said Sheryl 
Blancato, Second Chance 
CEO and founder. “With 
echocardiograms now avail-
able, we’re proud to offer pets 

access to additional cardiac 
care they may have never 
received otherwise.”

E c h o c a r d i o g r a m s  a t 
Second Chance are per-
formed by one of the orga-
nization’s veterinarians, who 
has received specialized train-
ing in cardiac ultrasound. The 
echocardiogram study is then 
submitted for a board-certified 
cardiologist to review. These 

appointments must be sched-
uled in advance and the pet 
must be an active patient at 
Second Chance with a recom-
mendation for the procedure.

As a nonprofit veterinary 
provider, Second Chance 
offers affordable care to 
everyone and those that qual-
ify can receive additional 
subsidies to ensure access to 
care for all. Making advanced 

diagnostics more accessible 
is part of the organization’s 
broader mission to prevent pet 
homelessness through afford-
able veterinary services.

To learn more or to request 
a referral, pet owners and vet-
erinary professionals may call 
the Southbridge Community 
Veterinary Hospital at 774-
318-1101 or visit www.sec-
ondchanceanimals.org.


