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NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– The Board of Selectmen 
held a moment of silence 
to recognize the passing of 
retired Fire Chief James 
Black.

Black dedicated 50 years 
of service to the department 
before retiring in 2010. He 
began with the department 
as a firefighter, making his 
way up the ranks to chief 
in 1984.

“Throughout his long 
and distinguished career, 
Chief Black earned the 
respect of his fellow fire-
fighters, our community, 
which he faithfully served,” 
Selectmen Peter Orsi read 
from a statement at the May 
19 meeting. 

Orsi said 50 years is 
“unheard of” in the fire ser-
vice. 

“A lot of people had a lot 
of respect for him,” he said. 

Financial items
The board approved 

a transfer request in the 
amount of $60,000 from 
the Highway Department 
from the Salaries line item 
to the Vehicle Supplies. 
This money will be used to 
bring all fleet vehicles up to 
mechanical safety and meet 
inspection codes.

Board of Selectmen 
Chair Jamie Gilman said 
there was additional money 
in the Salaries line item due 
to vacancies on the depart-
ment.

The board also approved 

the transfer of $10,000 from 
the Salaries line item to the 
Road Materials line item to 
purchase processed grav-
el for work on Boynton, 
Downey and Murphy roads.

The board also approved 
a request from the Board 
of Health to transfer $800 
from Recycling Center 
M o n i t o r  S a l a r i e s  t o 
Electricity due to the rising 
cost of utilities. There was 
additional money in the sal-
aries line item due to vacan-
cies. 

The board approved the 
Sewer Department’s request 
to transfer $.25 from DSL 
Line to Debt to cover the 
difference of a miscalcula-
tion for new sewer debt. 

The Finance Committee 
previously recommended 
the transfer requests.

Reserve Fund requests
The board approved the 

following Reserve Fund 
requests: Zoning Board of 
Appeals, $290.52 to cover 
additional costs of special 
permit hearings; and the 
Fire Department, $8,564.04 
for vehicle repairs.

The board also approved 
a request to rescind a pre-
viously approved Reserve 
Fund transfer to the Police 
Department for computer 
purchases in the amount of 
$1,336.63.

Spending requests
The board approved 

spending requests from the 
Council on Aging in the 
amount of $375 from the 
gift account for a work-
shop for seniors with Bemis 
Nursery on June 23; and the 

By Zacharias 
Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

HARDWICK –  The 
Select Board met Monday 
to discuss a new informa-
tion technology contract 
with Anevry. 

Town Adminis t ra tor 
Justine Caggiano said the 
request for proposal was for 
IT services starting in fis-
cal year 2027, or July 1, and 
would replace the current 
provider, CMGeeks. 

At the June 22 meeting, 
Caggiano said with the cur-
rent provider, it is difficult 
to get people to the munic-
ipal building to solve IT 
problems, and Select Board 
Clerk Zack Spencer said it 
took the provider three days 
to set up his Select Board 
email, and did it incorrectly. 
He said the provider treated 
him unprofessionally when 
he confronted them about it. 

There were some con-
cerns with the new con-
tract proposal brought up 
by Select Board Vice-Chair 
William Tinker, including 
significant price increases 
after the first year of the 
contract. 

Tinker said over the three 
years of the agreement, the 
cost would rise 54%. He 
said that cost is excessive 
given the town’s budget. 

Caggiano said the second 
and third year can be nego-
tiated, and the idea at the 
present is to agree to a one 
year deal as a trial. 

Tinker said there were 
other issues with Anevry, 
such as them having no 
obligation to cooperate if 
the town moves to a new 
provider until the town 
pays a termination fee of 
$15,000. Caggiano said that 
language had been taken out 
of the contract, but Tinker 
said he had not seen it. 

Another concern brought 
up was a late fee imposed 
by Anevry, where if the 
town is 30 days late in a 
payment, their services 
could be terminated without 
notice. 

Tinker said another prob-
lem was the contract allows 
Anevry permanent right to 
town space during the dura-
tion of the original contract, 
even if services are termi-
nated early. He said that 
takes away the town’s con-
trol to part of their building. 

Tinker said another con-
cern was the town only has 
five days to object to any 
service, and if they fail to 
send a detailed report, 
Anevry would deem the ser-
vice acceptable. 

Caggiano said she rec-
ommended the board sign 
the contract at the meeting, 

McCormick presents test scores, ideas for future
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– The School Committee 
held a regular meeting last 
Monday where Timothy 
McCormick, the superin-
tendent of North Brookfield 
Public Schools gave a pre-
sentation on test scores and 
ideas from the school com-
munity on the future of the 
district.

At the June 15 meet-
ing, McCormick presented 
results from a Measures of 
Academic Progress test that 
was administered at all lev-
els, but the results for the 
high school were not yet 

available. McCormick said 
the MAP test is designed to 
examine student growth and 
achievements, and look at 
progress regardless of grade 
level.

He said the academic 
team designed a four step 
process for the review of 
scores including describ-
ing, reflecting, interpreting 
and prioritizing. Some of the 
strengths based on the results 
were grade four math, which 
scored in the 81st percen-
tile, grade five math, which 
scored in the 68th percentile 
and grade five reading, which 
scored in the 65th percentile, 
according to McCormick’s 
presentation. 

There were also two 

ex a m p l e s  o f  s t u d e n t s 
in cohorts A and B that 
improved significantly, the 
student in cohort A gaining 
43 percentile points over 
three years, and the student 
in cohort B gaining 53 points 
in that same time.

There were also some 
areas to focus on highlighted 
in the presentation, includ-
ing grade six reading, which 
averaged in the 43rd percen-
tile, grade six math which 
averaged between the 41st 
and 43rd percentile, grade 
eight reading which averaged 
in the 28th percentile and 
grade eight math which aver-
aged between the 39th and 
42nd percentile. 

McCormick said the inter-

pretation from this data is 
there is strength in the ele-
mentary school and a gap in 
the middle grades, meaning 
there is a need to fine-tune 
instruction in those grades. 
Some next steps include tar-
geting middle school reading, 
expanding student teacher 
conferences and aligning the 
MAP tests with MCAS. 

School Committee mem-
ber Nancy Waldron asked 
what could be driving the 
lower results in the middle 
school, and McCormick said 
they have implemented a new 
program called high quali-
ty instructional material, and 

performs for town’s 275th
.By Paula Ouimette

Editor
pouimette@turley.com

NEW BRAINTREE – 
The Historical Commission 
and the 275th Anniversary 
Commi t t ee  hos t ed  the 
renowned U.S. Air Force 
Heritage of America Band 
for a special 4th of July 

performance of “American 
Ascent: 250 years of Nation 
and Sky” this past Sunday.

T h e  1 s t  H a r d w i c k 
Independent Battery fired its 
cannons during several of the 
musical selections, including 
the “1812 Overture”.

T h e  g r e e n  b e t w e e n 
Memorial Drive and the 
common was filled with hun-

dreds of spectators, while the 
band performed the inaugural 
concert under the newly built 
pavilion. This pavilion was 
built by volunteers to com-
memorate the town’s 275th 
anniversary.

Master of Ceremonies 

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette

Staff Sergeant Daniel 
Gelman, Staff Sergeant 

Jarrett Kocan and 
Technical Sergeant Brian 

Bean were soloists for the 
song, “Bugler’s Holiday” 
during the U.S. Air Force 

Heritage of America 
Band’s performance for 

New Braintree’s 275th 
anniversary celebration 

held on July 5.

NORTH BROOKFIELD – The Parks and 
Recreation Committee and friends hosted a 
well-attended 4th of July celebration on the com-
mon this past Saturday, complete with music, 
games, activities, food and a bonfire.

This event celebrated the nation’s 250th anni-
versary of independence.

The Otters and DJ Tabby LeBlanc provided 
the musical entertainment, and festivalgoers 
were able to keep cool in the dunk tank and 
chill zone.

Various businesses and town organi-
zations set up booths, and a food and ice 
cream trucks were also on hand. There 
were free crafts, temporary tattoos, face 
painting, an egg hunt and more. 

Turley Photo by Camren Robertson

Sue Lewandowski and Sheila Orsi ran the Community Heart & Soul 
tent at North Brookfield’s 4th of July celebration held this past 
Saturday on the common.

Select Board 
discusses IT contract

Select Board honors 
late Fire Chief Black

See AIR FORCE BAND, 
page 6 See HARDWICK, page 6

See N BROOKFIELD, 
page 7

See SUPERINTENDENT, 
page 7

U.S. AIR FORCE BANDU.S. AIR FORCE BAND

CELEBRATIONCELEBRATION
A star-spanglpangledd

SEE MORE 
PHOTOS PAGE 7.
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Barre Dining Center
BARRE — Elder Services of 

Worcester Area Nutrition Program 
welcomes guests to dine at the Barre 
Senior Center, 557 South Barre Road. 
The following meals will be served for 
the week of July 13. Lunches are back 
at the senior center, but require a pre-
sign up. Volunteers are needed at the 
Barre dining site. Volunteers are need-
ed for Meals on Wheels (mileage reim-
bursement) and in the kitchen. People 
should contact 978-355-5027.    

MONDAY –  Chicken Tiki Masala, 
couscous, Roman blend vegetables, 
chocolate pudding, diet = sugar free 
chocolate pudding, pumpernickel bread

TUESDAY – Meatloaf with gravy, 
garlic mashed potatoes, summer blend 
vegetables, mixed fruit, dinner roll

WEDNESDAY – Roast turkey and 
gravy, mashed sweet potatoes, Brussels 
sprouts, apple crisp, diet = applesauce, 
marble rye bread

THURSDAY – Macaroni and 
cheese, stewed tomatoes, green beans, 
fresh furit, Italian bread

FRIDAY – Teriyaki beef, steamed 
rice, broccoli, pineapple, whole what 
bread, fortune cookie

*Higher sodium entree Meal 
includes milk and margarine. Menus 
are subject to change. All meals are 
served at about 11:45 a.m. each week-
day. Reservations should be made the 
day before by calling 978-355-5027 
before 10:30 a.m. The donation of 
$3.00 per meal helps keep the program 
running.  

Editorial deadline 
reminder

Deadline for e-mailed press releases is 
noon on Monday. Deadline for hard copy 
is noon on Friday. 

Corrections policy- The Barre Gazette will gladly correct factual errors that appear in this 
paper. Corrections or clarifications will always appear on Page 2. To  request a correction, send 
information to Editor Ellenor Downer at edowner@turley.com or call 413-283-8393. Corrections 
may also be requested in writing at Barre Gazette, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069.

Legion holds meat raffle
On Sunday, July 19 at 2 p.m., American 

Legion Post #2, 450 South Barre Road, will 
hold a meat raffle.. The doors open at 1 p.m. 
The bar will be open. There will be a 50/50 
Raffle and five tables of meat being raffled 
off. This is a great way to stock up on meat 
for summer barbecues as well as grilling 
items.

Purple Heart Day 
A Purple Heart Day Ceremony  takes 

place Friday, Aug. 7 at  9 a.m. at South 
Barre Common, Prisoner of War Corners, 
South Barre. Purple Heart Day is observed 
on Aug. 7 each year and is a time for 
Americans to pause to remember and honor 
the brave men and women who were either 
wounded on the battlefield or paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice with their lives. Purple Heart 
Day is also known as National Purple Heart 
Day, Purple Heart Recognition Day and 
Purple Heart Appreciation Day. Purple Heart 
Towns across Massachusetts typically hold 
official ceremonies and flag-raising on or 
around Aug. 7 to recognize the date in 1782 
when General George Washington created 
the Badge of Military Merit. Barre is offi-
cially designated as a Purple Heart Town, a 
title recognizing local combat-wounded vet-
erans and honoring their sacrifices.

Bruins mascot 
The Boston Bruins teamed up with librar-

ies across the Commonwealth to encourage 
children and teens to keep reading over the 
summer. On Tuesday, July 21 at 3 p.m., 
Blades will join readers for a story, some 
game day fun and crafts. Participants can 
design and make their own Bruins fan but-
ton, take pictures at the ice rink photo sta-
tion, and more. A special library poster fea-
turing Bruins player Jeremey Swayman will 
also be available.  Note: The incorrect time 
was in last week’s edition.

Library programs
As part of its Summer Reading Program, 

Woods Memorial Library, 19 Pleasant St., 
invites community members to attend two 
free educational programs celebrating the 
natural world and the importance of envi-
ronmental stewardship. Both events are free 
and open to all. On Saturday, July 18 at 
11 a.m., Master Gardener Gretel Anspach 
will present “New England Native Flora.” 
The following Saturday, July 25 at 11 a.m., 
the library will host “Seeding the Future: 
Why Local Farms Matter” with Dave Reed, 
Executive Director of Central Mass Grown. 
This informative discussion examines the 
vital role local farms play in supporting 
healthy communities, protecting the envi-
ronment and strengthening the local econo-
my. 

Special Town Election
The Town Clerk’s office will be open on 

Friday, July 17 from 9 a.m-5 p.m. for the 
last day and time to register to vote and for 
in person absentee voting for this election 
fo those who qualify. The Special Election 
takes place Tuesday, July 28 from noon-
6 p.m. The sole election question on the 
ballot seeks to allow exemption from the 
provisions of Proposition 2 ½ the amounts 
to pay for the bond issued to purchase a 
10-wheeled dump truck including all other 
incidental costs for the Department of Public 
Works. Vote by mail applications are also 
available. The Town Clerk’s office will be 
open from 9 a.m-5 p.m. on Tuesday, July 21 
for voters to submit applications. The Town 
Clerk announces Special Town Election 
deadlines. Friday, July 17 at 5 p.m. is the 

Traveling Homebodies perform Thursday
The next summer band concert series is 

Thursday, July 9 from 6:30-8 p.m. on the 
Oakham Common, corner of Maple Street 
and Coldbrook Road. The band is the 
Traveling Homebodies. The Friends of the 
Oakham Bandstand sell popcorn, drinks and 
ice cream. Other Thursday concert dates 
include: July 23 The Long Run: Songs of the 
Eagles, Aug. 13 The Cropdusters and Aug. 20 
The Otters.

Library events
Terrific Tuesday takes place on Tuesdays, 

July 14 stamped clay decorations, July 21 
nature wands and July 28 wind chimes 
from 11 a.m.-noon with  DIY at the Fobes 
Memorial Library, 4 Maple St. All materi-
als are provided. No registration is required. 
Terrific Tuesdays Program is made possible 
by the fundraising efforts of the Friends of the 
Fobes Memorial Library, Inc.

Senior Center events
The Council on Aging meeting takes 

place on Friday July 10 at noon in the voting 
room at Oakham Town Hall, 2 Coldbrook 
Road. Lunch Bunch will be meeting at 308 
Lakeside, Route 9, East Brookfield on Friday 
July 17 at 12:30 p.m. People should sign up 
in the Senior Center or call 508-882-4073 so 
they can make the appropriate reservation. 
Podiatry clinic will be held Monday, July 
20 from 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m., by appointment 
only. Blood pressure/glucose screening will 
be held Tuesday, July 28 from 11a.m.-1 p.m., 
no appointment needed.

Ongoing activities include puzzling 
Monday through Thursday at 9 a.m., reg-
ularly scheduled yoga Tuesdays at 1 p.m., 
Zumba Gold in New Braintree Town Hall 
Wednesdays at 8:45 a.m. $3 per class and 
Functional fitness class Fridays in New 
Braintree Town Hall at 10:30 a.m., $3 per 
class Walking groups and weigh in on 
Thursdays at noon. 

Congregate hot meals
Congregate hot meals are held Monday 

through Thursday at 11:15 a.m. Reservations 
are needed at least two days in advance and 
can be made through the Congregate Meal 
Coordinator from 9 a.m.-12.15 p.m. by call-
ing 508-882-4072. 

OAKHAM
by Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

Attorneys Lori Granat  

and Michelle Murray  
have moved to Worcester. 

Now accepting new  
clients at:
RUDOLF SMITH LLP 
(508) 425-6330

446 Main Street, Suite 1503 
Worcester, MA 

www.mvsllp.com

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing
• Emergency Services
• Firewood $285/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation • 60 Ton Crane

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

See ROUND, page 3

Photo by Lesley Rogowski 

The Rogowski family, Whitney, Ivy, Callen, baby Vivian and Dublin, the 
black Lab stand by an American Flag painted on their lawn to wish our 
nation a Happy 250th Birthday Anniversary.

Family shows America’s 

Barre Lions Club presents scholarship

Submitted photo

Shown are Barre Lions Club President Robin Cheney, from left, Elizabeth 
Matheson and Lions Club 1st Vice President Laura McCarthy. Matheson of 
Hubbardston received a scholarship from the Lions Club.

BARRE – The Barre 
Lions Club, with great 
p l e a s u r e ,  p r e s e n t e d 
Elizabeth Matheson of 
Hubbardston, with its 
second annual $1,000 
scholarship.  Elizabeth is 

the valedictorian of the 
Quabbin Regional High 
School class of 2026.  
She will be attending the 
John Martinson Honors 
Program at Northeastern 
Univers i ty  and plans 

t o  s t u d y  P e d i a t r i c 
Occupational Therapy.  
The Barre Lions Club 
wishes Elizabeth much 
success in her future 
endeavors.

Barre Food Pantry 
holds distributions

BARRE – The Barre Food Pantry distri-
bution will occur on Thursday, July 16 from 
5:30-7 p.m.  

The Barre Food Pantry volunteers strive 
to continue to fulfill their mission to get food 
to hungry and food insecure clients. Many 
clients and volunteers are classified as high-
risk due to their age and/or underlying health 
conditions. 

The Barre Food Pantry Board of Directors 
has considered changing how the pantry cur-
rently operates, but has decided that the most 
responsible path forward is to continue to 
operate as they have since March of 2020.

In order to maintain safe physical distanc-
es between volunteers and between volun-
teers and clients July 16 will again be “drive-
through” style distributions. 

Clients will line up in their vehicles 
on Park Street and proceed into the right 
hand (east) entrance driveway of the Barre 
Congregational Church.  

They will remain in their cars. They’ll 
drive up and be checked in by a volunteer, 
then continue up to the church building 
where their groceries will be put into the 
trunk or wayback of their vehicle by volun-
teers at multiple stations.

Based on the success of distributions so 
far, the Food Pantry volunteers believe this 
“drive-through” style is the safest possible 
way to get food to clients and to help keep 
everyone well.

They should not arrive to volunteer on 
July16 without first calling either Sonja 
Blaney at 978-355-6921‬ or Chuck Radlo at 
978-355-6463.

Because conditions have been chang-
ing rapidly, please continue to check for 

updates on the Barre Food 
Pantry website: http://www.
barrefoodbank.org/index.htm 
and the Barre Food Pantry 
Facebook page:

h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e -
b o o k . c o m / B a r r e - F o o d -
Pantry-100156068300314/.

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

250250TH TH ANNIVERSARY SPIRITANNIVERSARY SPIRIT
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last day to register to vote. Mail in reg-
istrations must also be post marked no 
later than this day. Tuesday, July 21 at 
5 p.m. is the last day to apply for a Mail 
In Ballot. Monday, July 27 at noon is 
the last day to vote in person absentee 
for those who qualify.

Tuesday, July 28 polls are open 
from noon-6 p.m. for in person vot-
ing. Applications are available from the 
Town Clerk’s Office or online at www.
townofbarre.com and need to be filled 
out completely, signed and received by 
the Town Clerk’s Office by the dead-
line. All voted ballots must be returned 
to Town Clerk Office by July 28 from 6 
p.m. Ballots can not be mailed after the 
deadline.

For more information, people may 
visit the town website at www.town-
ofbarre.com, email the Town Clerk at 
clerk@townofbarre.com or call 978-
355-2504, extension 5. 

News of the Towns

PUBLIC 
MEETINGS

BARRE
Board of Health – July 13 at 5 p.m.
Conservation Committee – July 14
 at 7 p.m.
Select Board – July 15 and July 20
 at 5 p.m.
Finance Committee – July 15 at 6 

p.m.
Water Commission – July 20 at 5 

p.m.
DPW Commission – July 20 at 6 

p.m.
Planning Board – July 21 at 7 p.m.
Cemetery Commission – July 23 at 

11 a.m.
Special Town Election – July 28 

from noon-6 p.m.
Council of Aging – Aug. 5 at 12:30 

p.m.
Cable Advisory Committee – Aug. 

11 at 7 p.m.

HARDWICK
Planning Board – July 14 at 6:30 

p.m.
Gilbertville Public Library – July 15 

at 3 p.m.
Conservation Commission – July 15 

at 6:30 p.m.
Capital Planning Committee – July 

20 at 3 p.m.
Gilbertville Water District – July 21 

at 5:30 p.m.
Board of Health – July 21 at 6 p.m.
Council on Aging – Aug. 5 at 12:30 

p.m.
Paige Library Trustees – Aug. 6 at 7 

p.m.

HUBBARDSTON
Board of Parks Commissioners – 

July 14 at 6 p.m.
Board of Health –  July 14 at 7 p.m.
Council on Aging – July 15 at 4 p.m.
Board of Assessors – July 15 at 6 

p.m.
Planning Board – July 16 at 6:30 

p.m.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
Conservation Commission – July 14 

at 7 p.m.
Planning Board – Aug. 19 all day

PETERSHAM
Select Board – July 16 at 9 a.m. 

and 5:30 p.m., July 23 at 5:30 p.m. and 
Sept.12 at 9 a.m.

Cemetery Commission – July 14 at 
11 a.m

Board of Health – July 14 at 6:30 
p.m.

Board of Assessors – July 24 at 9 
a.m.

Council on Aging – Aug. 10 at 10:30 
a.m.

RUTLAND
Planning Board – July 14 at 6 p.m.

Farmer’s coupons available
MOC Farmer’s coupons will be available 

Thurday, July 9 at 9 a.m. at the Hubbardston 
Senior Cneter. There are only 20 coupons 
available. They are available on a first come 
first serve basis and are for seniors only. 
Seniors must come in person to get a coupon.

Dinghy Dash 
The ninth annual Dinghy Dash takes place 

on Saturday, Aug. 22 on Brigham Pond at 10 
a.m. This year, there are three categories to 
choose from: single occupant adult, single 
occupant youth and group vessel. People may 
visit the town website at www.hubbardston-
ma.gov for official entry forms and rules. The 
entry deadline is Monday, Aug.17.

Library K run/walk
The 29th Annual Hubbardston Library 5K 

run/walk takes place Saturday Sept. 12 at 9 
a.m. sharp, rain or shine. This annual event 
represents more than a quarter century of  
community support for the library, approach-
ing $95,000 raised for ongoing operations. 
The race is an out and back course starting 
and finishing at the Hubbardston Center 
School. Applications for the event will be 
available online at the Hubbardston Library 
website. The registration fee for the fund-
raising event is $25 and $30 for those who 
register after Sunday, Aug. 2. Long sleeve 
cotton race shirts will be provided to the first 
100 registered runners.  Awards to overall 1st 
place Male/Female Runners and Walkers as 
well as medals/prizes to age group winners 
will be provided.  Prizes are possible due to 
the generous donations of local businesses 
and individuals. For additional information 
on this event, interested runners/walkers or 
donors may call Mark Wigler, Race Director 
at 978-928-5120 or email MTWigler@gmail.
com. The 2025 Race/Walk raised over $4,100 
for support of the library’s activities and 
Scholarship Fund. 

Senior Center events
All artists are welcome to attend the art 

group at the Hubbardston Senior Center every 
Friday from 9-11 a.m. A new activity at the 
Senior Center is the Creative Needle and 
Thread activity every Friday from 9 a.m.-
noon. All are invited to bring projects, such 
as embroidery, cross stitch, sewing and quilt-
ing. Questions may be directed to Michelle 
at 508-450-4476. Yarn-It-All group meets 
from 10 a.m.-noon. Knitting and crocheting 
projects will be worked on, and those who 
have questions will get help from others who 
attend. Games of Pitch are held the second 
and fourth Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m. and the 
first and third Fridays at 6:30 p.m. Cribbage 
is played every Thursday at 12:30 p.m., 
Bingo is every Monday at 12:30 p.m. and Wii 
Bowling is every Monday and Thursday at 9 
a.m. Functional Exercise Classes are held at 
the Senior Center Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 9:30-10:30 a.m.  

HUBBARDSTON
by Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

ROUND TOWN from page 2

Library hosts summer 
reading program

NEW BRAINTREE –  The  New 
Braintree Library sponsor a summer read-
ing program kickoff event on Monday, July 
13 at 1 p.m. with a Reptile Show of New 
England in the New Braintree Town Hall, 
20 Memorial Drive.

Making Opportunities Count will share 
activities at the library after the performance 
and library staff will be available to sign 
children up for the summer reading pro-
gram, which runs from Monday, July 13 
through Thursday, July 30.  

Programs will include arts and crafts on 
Mondays from 1-3 p.m. and science activi-
ties on Thursdays from 1-3 p.m. at the New 
Braintree Library, 45 Memorial Drive.

Reptile Shows of New England is orga-
nized by the Friends of the New Braintree 
Library and supported in part by a grant 
from the Hardwick/New Braintree Cultural 
Council, a local agency that is supported by 
the Mass Cultural Council, a state agency.

Hubbardston, Rutland receive grants
B O S T O N  –  T h e 

H e a l e y - D r i s c o l l 
Administration announces 
$1,108,700 in grant awards 
to 25 communities across 
Massachusetts to help cit-
ies and towns plan, design 
and compete for feder-
al infrastructure funding 
across Massachusetts. 

The funding, distributed 
through the Municipal and 
Tribal Technical Assistance 
program, is administered 
by the Federal Funds and 
Infrastructure Office and 
awarded grants to com-
munities spanning from 
Western Massachusetts to 
Cape Cod in this round. 

The Municipal  and 
Tribal Technical Assistance 
program was enabled 
by legislation filed by 

Governor Healey, Chapter 
214 of the Acts of 2024 
(“An Act to Provide for 
Compe t i t i venes s  and 
Infrastructure Investment 
in Massachusetts”) to sup-
port infrastructure projects 
in cities and towns across 
Massachusetts. 

This round of Municipal 
and  Tr iba l  Technica l 
Assistance Awards include: 
town of  Hubbardston  
$35,000 for the town 
to  update  i t s  Hazard 
Mitigation Plan, which 
expires in 2027 and town 
of Rutland       

$25,000 for the town 
to  update  i t s  Hazard 
Mitigation Plan, which 
expires in 2027.  

This  is  the second 
r o u n d  o f  M u n i c i p a l 

and  Tr iba l  Technica l 
Assistance awards made 
by the Federal  Funds 
and Infrastructure Office 
(FFIO). In total FFIO has 
awarded $2,048,950 in 
MTTA grants to communi-
ties across Massachusetts. 

R u t l a n d  D e p u t y 
Fire Chief Ryan Quinn 
s a id ,  “The  Town  o f 
Rutland is grateful to the 
Commonwealth for this 
investment in our commu-
nity’s future. Updating our 
Hazard Mitigation Plan is a 
critical step in ensuring we 
are prepared for the evolv-
ing risks we face, and this 
funding will allow us to 
take a thoughtful, proactive 
approach to protecting our 
residents, infrastructure, 
and emergency services.” 

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

HARDWICK – Dig in 
and Read at the Hardwick 
Summer Reading Program 
at the Paige Memorial 
Library, 87 Petersham 
Road.

There are activities and 
prizes for children through 
adult readers. Join the fun 
and explore history, sci-
ence, and culture and dig 
into dinosaurs, paleontolo-
gy, archaeology, American 
history, and plants, nature 
and gardening. 

H e a r  a  s t o r y  o n 

Thursday, July 9 at 4 p.m. 
and make giant paper flow-
ers  on Saturday, July 11 at 
10 a.m. 

Vintage Base Ball will 
be played on Saturday, 
July 11 at 1 p.m. Join 
the library’s team, the 
Hardwick Haymakers , 
to defeat the Westfield 
Wheelman in a baseball 
game with Civil War rules 
or just come to watch the 
action at Roach Field and 
eat hot dogs and popcorn 
provided by the Parks and 

Recreation Committee to 
support their work. 

Please call 413-477-
6 7 0 4  o r 
e m a i l 
paigelibrary.
hardwick@
gmai l .com 
f o r  a n y 
q u e s t i o n s 
or to secure 
your place 
at an event.

Play ball with Hardwick libraries

PETERSHAM – The 
Annual Petersham “History 
Under the Tent” will be 
offered on Sunday, July 
12 at 5:30 p.m. on the 
Common. 

This year’s special pro-
gram under the 32 foot 
blue community tent will 
include a Tribute to the 
Petersham Fire Department 
with a special showing of 
the 19th-century hand-
pulled fire wagon. 

The program will also 
offer unique stories, arti-
facts, and participants from 
a range of reenactors, who 
will share snippets of long-
lost historical facts and 
interesting stories. 

According to local his-
torian, Larry Buell, the pro-
gram has been offered for 
over 25 years. It represents 
a special time for residents 
and visitors of Petersham 
to come together and learn 

more about the town’s deep 
and inspiring history.  

One important aspect of 
this year’s program will be 
an update on the new series 
of historical writings called 
a “The People’s History of 
Petersham: Written and Told 
by those who Lived It.”

The program is free 
and open to the public. For 
information, people may 
call Dr. Larry Buell at 978-
855-1420.  

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

Submitted photo

A recent “History Under the Tent” which will be offered on Sunday, July 12 
at 5:30 p.m. on the Petersham Common.

‘History Under the Tent’ takes place July 12

Local minister 
preaches at Orthodox 
CongregationalChurch

PETERSHAM – On Sunday, July 19 at 10 
a.m., the Rev. John Pastor will preach at the 
Orthodox Congregational Church, 21 North 
St.   

Rev. Pastor is a well-known local minister, 
who currently serves as supply minister for 
three area churches. His sermon message is 
titled “Miracle of the Loaves and Fishes.” 
Rev. John will share his Midrash of the 
Scripture passage. All are welcome. For 
more information, people may call 978-724-
8808.

READING 
NEWSPAPERS
 IS A QUEST
LIKE NO OTHER
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
When I look at my earn-

ings on my Social Security 
account, I see that in 1955 
and 1956 have no earnings. 
I was in the U.S. Navy as 
a first officer and have my 
DD-214 paperwork, which 
shows my military service 
from Oct. 1954-Oct. 1958. 

My Social Security earn-
ings record shows that I had 
earnings in 1954, 1957 and 
1958 but doesn’t show that 
I was paid in 1955 or 1956. 
Shouldn’t I have received 
Social Security credit for all 
my service years?

S i g n e d :  A n  O l d e r 
Veteran 

Dear Older Veteran: 
First, I want to thank you 

for your military service. 
Whether your earnings 

while in the military would 
provide you with any addi-
tional Social Security ben-
efit depends on your career 
earnings after leaving mili-
tary service. Here’s why:  

Your monthly Social 
Security benefit is based 
upon the highest earning 
35 years over your lifetime 
with earlier years adjusted 
for inflation. 

From those  h ighes t 
earning 35 years, SS devel-
ops your Average Indexed 
Monthly Earnings, your 
lifetime “AIME,” which 
is the basis of the SS ben-
efit you get if you claim 
for benefits to start at your 
Full Retirement Age So, if 
- after you completed your 
military service - you had 
at least 35 years of other 
employment where you 
earned more money than 
you did while serving, then 
your military pay won’t 
affect your Social Security 
benefit.  

FYI, Social Security 
payroll tax has been with-
held from military pay since 
1957, which is why your SS 
earnings record shows your 
military pay only for 1957 
and 1958.  Your SS record 
wouldn’t show military pay 
prior to 1957 because you 
didn’t contribute to SS from 
your military pay during 
those years. 

The earnings you see 
in your SS earnings record 
for 1954 are likely from 
non-military employment 
prior to starting active duty 
in October 1954.   

SS does provide older 
veterans with “special extra 
credits for military service,” 

but those credits are only 
a supplemental earnings 
amount added to your mil-
itary pay record during the 
years you served. 

It is not a bonus amount 
added to your month-
ly Social Security pay-
ment; rather it is only an 
amount added to your mil-
itary pay record used when 
calculating your Social 
Security benefit. For those 
who served prior to 1957, 
Social Security would have 
no record of your military 
earnings during those early 
service years. 

But when you claimed 
Social Security later in 
life, they would have asked 
if you served in the mili-
tary and given you “special 
extra credit” in the form 
of presumed earnings for 
your service years. They 
likely asked for a copy of 
your DD-214 and would 
have added $160 to your 
military earnings record 
for each active-duty month 
from October 1954 through 
December 1956 and addi-
tional earnings credits for 
1957 and 1958. 

But that doesn’t mean 
you get a special Social 
Security bonus for your 
military service. If you 
have at least 35 years of 
civilian employment after 
serving in the Navy, your 
service years would only 
affect your SS benefit if 
those military service years 
were among the highest 
paying 35 years over your 
entire lifetime.  And, again, 
please accept our apprecia-
tion for your service to our 
country. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmental 
entity. This article is intend-
ed for information purpos-
es and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by 
the National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

5 years (July 15, 2021)

As per policy of the 
regional school agreement, 
the two remaining Quabbin 
Regional School Committee 
members from Hubbardston 
met with the Hubbardston 
Select Board to two fill 
vacancies on the school com-
mittee until the next annual 
town election, June 2022. 
The town failed to elect the 
two school committee mem-
bers when no one took out 
nomination papers for either 
posi t ion.  Two teachers , 
both working in school dis-
tricts other than the Quabbin 
Regional School District, 
expressed interest in serving. 
The five select board mem-
bers and remaining school 
committee members, Debra 
Chamber la in  and Mark 
Wigler, appointed Rachelle 
Castel and Joanne Cormier 
until the town election. If 
either/or both of them wished 
to continue on the school 
committee, they would need 
to run for the two positions 
in the June 2022 election. A 
letter will be sent to Castel 
and Cormier notifying them 
of their appointments and 
they will need to be sworn 
in by the town clerk and take 
the state ethics commission 
online test.

The North Brookfield 
School Committee met on 
Thursday, July 8. Director 
o f  S t u d e n t  S e r v i c e s 
Superintendent Richard Lind 
said they had nine applica-
tions for the position of 
Director of Student Services, 
left open by longtime staff 
Mark Minucci, who accepted 
another position out of dis-
trict. Of the nine applicants, 
a committee comprised of 
School Committee Secretary 
Christie Omasta, Librarian/

Media Specialist Richard 
Rigney, High School Special 
Education Teacher Shelly 
Lacaire and a parent, inter-
viewed eight and narrowed 
the choice down to three 
finalists. The committee 
selected William Cauley of 
Rhode Island as their rec-
ommended candidate for the 
position. Cauley received 
his bachelor’s degree from 
Boston University and his 
master’s degree from the 
University of Texas. He has 
had over 28 years of expe-
rience as a public educator, 
including filling the position 
of principal at DCYF for the 
state of Rhode Island. 

The North Brookfield 
Safety Committee recom-
mendat ion  f rom Pol ice 
Chief Mark Smith in regard 
to speeding complaints on 
Walker Road was to keep 
the road open and have traf-
fic remain traveling in both 
directions. Smith said mak-
ing it a dead end or one-way 
causes difficulty for emer-
gency response vehicles. He 

said the Highway Department 
will re-post speed limit signs 
on the road and “children 
playing” signs. Smith asked 
Walker Road residents to 
notify the department when 
the speeding occurrences 
happen so they can patrol. A 
resident of Walker Road said 
they are also willing to put 
up a gate that can be removed 
for emergency vehicles.

10 years (July 14, 2016)

Many parents  in  the 
Quabbin school distr ict 
a t t e n d e d  t h e  Q u a b b i n 
Regional School District 
Budget Subcommittee meet-
ing to voice concern to keep 
specials in the elementary 
school and the International 
Baccalaureate program. The 
Quabbin Regional School 
District Committee at its June 
meeting charged the super-
intendent to come up with 
a $1 million cut in the bud-
get since the member towns 

My annual flower 
gardens were just 
starting to come 

into their own when I noticed 
some damage on the leaves.  

They looked chomped on 
from the outer edge going 
in. Some leaves also had a 
watery brown residue on 
them.  

Going by date, I knew the 
culprit already, even before 
digging around the base of 
the plant. The Asiatic Garden 
beetle is hard at work wreck-
ing my plants.  

Read on to learn more 
about this pest.  

I’ve also got some good 
news. Blueberries and peas 
are ready for harvest. Yippee! 

The Asiatic Garden bee-
tle is a bit smaller than the 
Japanese beetle and is chest-
nut brown in color. It feeds 
during the night, so look for 
chewed foliage in gardens or 
planter boxes under lamp-

posts, street lights or other 
outside lights.  

Cultivate directly under-
neath the affected plant 
during the day and you will 
likely see the culprits scurry 
back into the soil. Usually 
they snuggle up very close 
to the stems an inch or so 
below the soil surface. 

S o m e t i m e s 
water ing at  the 
base of the plant 
will bring them to 
the top of the soil 
where they can be 
easily collected or 
squished. This is one 
pest you don’t want 
to have around – send them 
swimming in a soapy bath or 
you may not have any plants 
left!  

In my experience, two 
plants they particularly love 
are coleus and calibrachoa. 
This year they are decimat-
ing my blue salvia.  

It’s pretty amazing that 
I’ve found dozens a day in 
an 18-inch planter. If digging 
around in the soil isn’t your 
style, go out near dusk with 
a headlamp or flashlight and 
pick them right off the plant. 

Hand picking can signifi-
cantly cut down on the dam-
age.

One note of good news 
is that my blueberries are 
bearing great this year, real-
ly it’s the first year that I’ve 
had a significant harvest 

since the bushes were given 
to me over a decade ago. I 
am pretty certain I owe it all 
to Organic Grower Supply 
through Fedco Seeds, (fed-
coseeds.com), where I pur-
chased “Blueberry Booster.” 

I ordered the fertilizer last 
year and applied 3 pounds 
per bush in the spring-

time. Lo and behold it 
worked.  

I have enough to 
do it again this fall 
since I missed the 
opportuni ty  this 

past spring.  A blend 
of Granite Meal, sulfur, 

Tennessee brown rock 
phosphate, compost, and 
Azomite, the mix reduc-
es the soil pH and provides 
the nutrients necessary for 
healthy blueberry plants and 
good fruit.

Fourth of July weekends 
over the last several years 
have been spent picking, 

shucking and freezing peas, 
and this year is no exception. 
It’s technically a tradition 
around my house.  

Now you may be think-
ing that I really know how 
to have fun, but to me, this 
is what summer is made of! 
I plant my peas the end of 
April, so typically they ripen 
almost on cue each year! 

I plant three seeds deep 
a couple of inches apart up 
against the interior of my 
garden fence where they 
naturally climb up with 
their tendrils attaching to 
one another and the fence. 
I loosen up the soil prior 
to planting, but I never add 
any fertilizer – maybe just a 
sprinkling of compost if I am 
feeling generous.  

Since peas are legumes, 
they “fix” their own nitrogen 
from the air.  

Look Back– Barre Fair –1992

File photo

Debbie Cherella of Hardwick is shown at the 
Barre Fair on July 26, 1992 with her Hereford.
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See GARDEN, page 5



July 9, 2026  •  Barre Gazette  •  Page 5

Serenity Hill Sampler
by Jane McCauley

I am so happy the heat 
wave has gone.  

It was almost impossi-
ble to even get meals. I ran 
fans in all the rooms as the 
air conditioner gives off too 
much water and I had to 
empty the pan every hour.  

I am not sure if the plug 
should be removed so the 
moisture can go out the win-
dow. I guess I will have to 
consult an expert. When we 
first installed it we did not 
have the plug off and a pan to 
catch the water.

I spent several days work-
ing in the garage as it was 
cool out there. I had stacks 
of paper articles and photo-
graphs that needed to be filed 
in their proper notebooks or 
files.  

It was interesting on what 
I found. I found some of 
those sticky waxy things that 
you pull out of a carton to 
hang to catch flies.  

I put one in the front yard 
hanging from a lilac bush and 
one in the back yard hanging 
on a hook. It was amazing 
how many creatures I have 
collected.  

It has not been very bad 
with mosquitoes because of 
the lack of rain, but that did 
the trick. I remember as a 
youngster we lived next to a 
farm that had chickens and 
we used to get a lot of house 

flies.  
My mother would put 

those sticky things up to 
catch them. She also used 
to pay us kids five cents for 
every ten flies we used the 
fly swatter to kill. We would 
put them in the toilet and she 
would count them.  

Sunday, when it was a 
little cooler, I took a tour of 
the flower gardens. The bee 
balm is in bloom, but the deer 
have eaten all the hostas in 
the backyard. The ones in the 
front yard have been left to 
thrive.  

Another chore I did this 
week was to pick over my 
recipe books and relocated 
them.  

Here is one of the recipes 
from those books I plan to 
make when the weather is 
cooler.   

PEANUT BUTTER
 FUDGE                              

1/2 cup milk
2 ½ cups confectioners 

sugar
2 heaping tablespoons of 

peanut butter
Dash of salt
Combine all ingredients in 

a saucepan and boil for about 
7 minutes constantly stir-
ring, until it looses its gloss. 
Pour into a greased pan. If 
you wish, add nuts or marsh-
mallow fluff before pouring it 

into the pan.  

This and That
My new helper is very 

good. She gets my groceries 
on one of the days she is here 
and the other day she cleans, 
changes the beds or gives 
showers.  

Because we have trou-
ble with nurses and helpers 
finding out driveway, my 
daughter gave me a wood-
en sunflower with a stake 
and we put the house num-
ber on the center of the 
sunflower and put it side of 
the driveway.  

New people have been 
going to the wrong driveway 
as our mailbox says 75, but is 
opposite the driveway.  

The Worcester County 
Sheriff’s office was suppose 
to be making house numbers 
for us but where are they?  

Fourth of July was very 
quiet and I was going to 
enjoy the Boston concert but 
that also failed to happen.  

I am glad I was not in that 
crowd. I went to bed as I did 
not enjoy the music they had 
on television to take the place 
of the concert.  

I guess I am too much of 
an old duddy. This jazz music 
is not for me. I like to hear 
music I can understand.   

Have a good week and 
hope it will be cooler.

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Mended
  7. Hymns
 13. Commercial transport 

of goods
 14. Poked holes in the 

ground
 16. They precede C
 17. Branch of knowledge 

concerned with wealth
 19. Larry and Curly’s pal
 20. Injured
 22. Popular type of dance
 23. Moon crater
 25. American state
 26. Places to lock valuables
 28. Stalk that supports the 

capsule
 29. Keyboard key
 30. ‘__ death do us part
 31. A type of cage
 33. A place to sleep
 34. Annual music awards 

show
 36. Made over

 38. Hard, stony substance
 40. Incantations
 41. Long-legged, wading 

bird
 43. Breathe noisily
 44. Congressman
 45. Rip off
 47. Golf score
 48. Popular pickup truck
 51. Where infants sleep
 53. Music term
 55. Small opening in a 

surface
 56. Musical term meaning 

“very”
 58. Soviet Socialist Republic
 59. Treats with powder
 60. Email subject line 

feature
 61. A British lawyer
 64. Expression of laughter
 65. Farmer’s calendar
 67. Seeds used as food
 69. Eurasian shrubs
 70. Periods of inactivity

CLUES DOWN
   1. Hard things to kick
  2. Collective of countries
  3. Letter of Hebrew 

alphabet
  4. One-time Alabama 

running back
      Eddie
  5. One’s sense of self-

esteem
  6. Of the teeth
  7. Treat with care
  8. Type of whale
  9. Curved structure
 10. Emits coherent radiation
 11. One of the Gospels 

(abbr.)
 12. Smallest interval in 

western music
 13. Netherlands seat of 

government
 15. Gives to charitably
 18. Lout
 21. Pastas
 24. Release from restrictions

 26. Female sibling
 27. Title of respect
 30. Silver coins
 32. Region in India
 35. Partner to cheese
 37. Dark or dusky
 38. Pacific Northwest tree
 39. Exaggerate
 42. Toddler
 43. Touch lightly
 46. Fundamentals
 47. Jeopardies
 49. Curved structures
 50. Isolated, flat-topped hills
 52. Forming the bottom layer
 54. Reciprocal of sine
 55. Genus of Old World birds
 57. New York college
 59. Cloak
 62. Kawhi Leonard’s team 

(abbr.)
 63. Vietnamese offensive
 66. “The Great Lakes State”
 68. “__, myself and I”

rejected its budget at town 
meetings. One of the pro-
posed cuts would reduce ele-
mentary school specials that 
include two days of physi-
cal education, one day of 
music, one of art and one of 
media/technology instruc-
tion per week to half a year 
instead of a full year. For half 
of the year, when the stu-
dents did not have specials, 
there would be a later start 
to accommodate the required 
preparation period in the 
teacher’s contract. Parents 
and students in the IB pro-
gram also attended the meet-
ing to support the program. 
The superintendent did not 
include the IB program in the 
proposed cuts.

The Petersham Historical 
Society presents a “History 
Under the Tent” program 
on Petersham Common at 
5:30 p.m. Sunday, July 17, 
featuring, “Nipmuk Native 
Amer i can  Hi s to ry  and 
Re-enactment with Ken 
Hamilton.” Hamilton will 
present traditions and sto-
ries of the Nipmuks and 
other Native Americans with 
a focus on colonial times. 
Hamilton is an historian of 
17th-18th century woodland 
Indian culture and an expert 
on the Algonquian-speaking 
cultures of the northeast. As a 
living history interpreter, art-
ist, and lecturer, he shares his 
wealth of knowledge about 
colonial era Native America. 
Along with offering pro-
grams at venues across New 
England, Hamilton has pro-
vided the material culture for 
museum presentations includ-
ing at the Wapanoag Village 
at Plimoth Plantation and the 

William Johnson House in 
upstate New York. 

Health Care For All, a 
nonprofit organization based 
in Boston that is focused on 
making healthcare more cen-
tered on patients, will hold a 
listening session on Tuesday, 
July 19, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
at the Old Stone Church at 
283 Main St., Gilbertville. 
The nonprofit  has been 
around for about 30 years, 
and has worked on issues like 
health care reform in 2006 
here in Massachusetts as well 
as global payment reform in 
2010, according to Francisco 
Ramos, HCFA’s outreach 
and organizing manager. The 
group travels the state and 
listens to the stories about 
consumer experiences with 
health care providers and 
their access to health care. 
At such a listening session 
held in Northampton in May, 
Hardwick resident Judith 
Kohn invited the group to 
hold a session that would be 
central for residents of the 
Quabbin and Quaboag areas, 
so they could more easily 
share their stories.

25 years (July 12, 2001)
Not available

38 years (July 16, 1988)
It’s as simple as sorting 

laundry. But contrasted with 
the additional steps involved 
in cleaning clothes, recycling 
requires little time. Once a 
person lowers a sorted load 
into the respective containers, 
the “folding and pressing” 
is handled by the recycling 
facility at no extra charge. In 
support of the obvious ben-
efits to the environment, the 
Barre Board of Health passed 
an ordinance mandating 
recycling. The facility on 99 
Depot Road has designated 

categories and containers for 
recyclables. The proper cate-
gory includes white and col-
ored paper, brown bags, junk 
mail without plastic win-
dows, boxboard such as cere-
al and cracker boxes, mag-
azines, catalogs and paper-
back and phone books. The 
contains include glass bottles, 
aluminum foil, tin cans and 
plastics.

The Barre Planning Board 
will decide next week wheth-
er to allow the Harding Allen 
Estate to build an enclosed 
addition to the mansion 
located on Allen Drive. At 
the Planning Board hearing 
held in the Henry Woods 
Municipal Building last 
Thursday, architect Wayne 
Salo of Dixon Salo Architects 
Inc. showed colored drawings 
of the proposed 2,390 square 
foot pavilion, which he said 
would close in the area where 
the tent is now. The capacity 
is for about 200 quests. The 
building would attach to the 
existing building.

O a k h a m  F i r e  C h i e f 
Richard Howe and 14 fire-
fighters and EMTS attend-
ed the July 13 Oakham 
Selectmen’s meeting to 
address concerns brought up 
at the June 29 meeting by 
two officers and a firefight-
er. In response to a previous 
comment that training isn’t 
scheduled, Howe gave select-
men copies of the fire depart-
ments training schedule. To 
the remark that training has 
dropped off Howe showed 
the board the Massachusetts 
Fire Academy training course 
drills. Howe said a pro-
fessional instructor is now 
teaching Level II firefighting 
course.

PAST PAGES
from page 1

Turley photo by Bill Bowles

This antique John Deere tractor hitched to a wagon with an American flag is 
across from the store in Old Furnace.

An American scene, flag and tractor 

Town House puts nation’s history on display
NORTH BROOKFIELD 

– Patriotic window panels 
have joined the banners and 
buntings already adorning 
the National Register build-
ing.  

This completes the plans 
of the Town House deco-
rating committee members 
who were looking to use the 
windows facing Main Street 
as a canvas for proudly cel-
ebrating the country’s 250th 
anniversary. The panels were 
designed by Sheila Orsi and 
donated by Anne Ramsey. 

During her first year as 
Town Moderator, Orsi began 
reading Temple’s History of 
North Brookfield. She has 
learned that, even though 
North Brookfield was not 

yet a separate town in 1776, 
the residents who lived here 
at that time were passion-
ate about their freedom and 
independence.  

Orsi wanted to pay hom-
age in some way to those 
people who heatedly debat-
ed and fought with their 
lives to create this United 
States.  After speaking to 
fellow members of the 
Friends decorating commit-
tee about her ideas, Orsi got 
to work creating the infor-
mational panels for the front 
of the building.

Thankful that we live in 
such a beautiful, diverse and 
friendly community, Orsi 
also was motivated to bring 
attention to what she calls 

“our silent, lovely Town 
House waiting patiently to 
be restored to her former 
glory and host the commu-
nity again, hoping to hear 
her filled with the sound of 
people and music!!”  

It is Orsi’s wish that dec-
orating the Town House with 
the patriotic panels “will 
help to inspire someone’s 
passion in town to bring the 
restoration to fruition!”

Stop by the Town House 
in the center of North 
Brookfield, read the patriotic 
panels, and enjoy the work 
of the Friends of the Town 
House decorating commit-
tee. Happy 250th anniversa-
ry everyone.

Submitted Photo

The North Brookfield Town House is decorated in patriotic window panels, 
banners and buntings. 

I do soak the seeds in an 
inoculant prior to planting 
them, however, to make 
the fixation happen easily 
and to reportedly increase 
yield.  

If you are going to try 
your hand at freezing your 
“shell” peas, as opposed to 
sugar snap or snow peas, 
be sure to pick, shuck and 
freeze in the same sitting, 
since peas begin to lose 
their sweetness within 
hours of being off the plant. 

Like anything else, we 
take the good with the bad.  

As long as there is enough 
good, we won’t throw in 
the trowel just yet.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School  of  Agricul ture 
a t  t he  Un ivers i t y  o f 
Massachusetts.  For 34 
years she has held the posi-
tion of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it 
to pouimette@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line. 

GARDEN from page 4
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for the concert was Rory 
Fitzgerald, who shared a 
detailed history of the town 
that once boasted “more 
cows than people.”

The town got its start 
as part of Braintree Farms, 
on land once home to the 
Nipmuck people. In 1751, 
the town was incorporated as 
New Braintree. 

The town has long been 

known for its contribution to 
the dairy industry and farm-
ing, and was producing over 
200,000 pounds of cheese 
each year by the 19th cen-
tury.

Town population has now 
exceeded that of cows, with 
1,009 people and there is one 
working dairy farm remain-
ing.

Fitzgerald spoke about 
the town’s involvement 
in the pursuit of freedom 
and independence, from 
Wheeler’s Surprise through 

the Revolution, and onward 
to modern day.

He said Captain John 
Granger of New Braintree 
fought in the Battle of 
Bunker Hill, and he is buried 
in the cemetery of the New 
Braintree Congregational 
Church. 

New Braintree even saw 
battle on its own grounds, 
with the Battle of New 
Braintree in 1787 during a 
rebellion led by Daniel Shay. 
Twenty-three outnumbered 
farmers joined together to 

fight the state militia in the 
field behind the pavilion; and 
four of them lost their lives. 

“They marked the first 
casualties of the rebellion,” 
Fitzgerald said. 

Fitzgerald said the towns-
people have always been 
quick to respond and defend 
themselves, even off the 
battlefield. He spoke about 
the formation of C.O.S.T. 
(Conserve Our Small Town) 
in the 1980s, which suc-
cessfully blocked the state’s 
attempt to open a prison at 

the location that is now the 
State Police Academy.

“This town didn’t just 
appear,” Fitzgerald said. “It 
took service, sacrifice and 
support.”

Student Charley Chauvin 
read the Preamble to the 
Constitution and student 
essayists Olivia Monahan 
and Liam Letendre both 
spoke about their hometown, 
and what life is like there. 

“It’s a beautiful place with 
wonderful people,” Letendre 
said. “It’s the greatest town 

in the commonwealth.”
The town’s 275th anniver-

sary celebration will contin-
ue with an Olde Home Day 
on Saturday, Oct. 3 from 1-8 
p.m. This event will include 
a parade, farmer’s market, 
kids’ games, live music, bon-
fire, beer and wine tent and 
local food. 

The celebration year will 
conclude with a New Year’s 
Eve Gala on Thursday, Dec. 
31 in Town Hall. 

AIR FORCE BAND 
from page 1

in order to give CMGeeks 
some notice, but the board 
voted to table signing the 
agreement  unt i l  i t  was 
reviewed by town counsel.

Meeting minutes
There were several meet-

ing minutes up for review, but 

Tinker had amendments to 
make on some of them. 

For the Oct. 14, 2025 
meeting, Tinker said there 
wa s  m i s s i n g  i n f o r m a -
tion regarding Historical 
Commission appointments, 
and an open meeting law 
response. These minutes were 
approved as amended. 

For the Nov. 10, 2025 

minutes, Tinker said there 
was conflicting information 
regarding a vote that was 
taken by the board, missing 
information regarding a pre-
sentation by Judi Korzec, 
requests from board members 
and the public to be put on 
the record were not on there, 
missing information about 
Historical Commission seed 

money and missing informa-
tion regarding a meeting with 
Barre ambulance. The board 
tabled the pending amend-
ments for this meeting. 

For the April 13, 2026 
meeting, Tinker said there 
was only one sentence 
regarding audit findings, 
when there should have 
been information about ille-
gal financial practices, cash 
variance,  administration 
errors and stale checks. He 
also said there was missing 
information about the risk 
of the aging infrastructure 
at the Hardwick Elementary 
School, the Hardwick Mill 
Greenery and the Barre 
Council on Aging. Caggiano 
said the audit findings were 
not discussed in the April 
meeting, but a prior one, 
and Select Board Chair Jeff 
Schaaf said since it was not 
talked about in the meeting, 
it does not belong in the min-
utes. Spencer said that infor-
mation should be available 
for residents to see on the 
website.

For the April 27, 2026 

meeting, Tinker said there 
was missing information 
about the former chair, Eric 
Vollheim, keeping personal 
complaints in a folder. He 
said there was missing infor-
mation on the RFP for 179 
Main St. and its unreasonable 
timelines, firetruck financing, 
and things said by state Sen. 
Peter Durant at the meeting. 

The board tabled these 
minutes.

Hardwick Elementary
 lease agreement

The board revisited the 
Hardwick Elementary School 
lease agreement, and again 
voted to table signing it 
because there were unclear 
comments from town coun-
sel on it, so the board wanted 
to seek clarification on what 
they meant before signing. 

Appointment
The  boa rd  vo ted  to 

appoint John Horgan as a 
recycling center laborer. 
Caggiano said he was rec-
ommended by the Recycling 
Commission and passed his 

background check. 

Year end transfers
The board signed a num-

ber of year end transfers as 
presented by the Accountant, 
Holly Mann. 

STM
The board said there has 

not been a response from 
town counsel on the Planning 
Board bylaw change recom-
mendations, so they tabled 
setting a date for the special 
town meeting.

Public comment
Dylan Sherwood, a resi-

dent, said he has purchased 
the Whistle Stop Restaurant, 
and it should be opening in 
a month. Sherwood said he 
was a former employee of the 
restaurant. 

He said he plans on get-
ting a liquor license, and the 
plans are to continue serving 
breakfast and lunch. 

“I really look forward to 
being here,” he said.

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

HARDWICK from page 1

Quabbin NJROTC’s Color Guard presented the American Flag for the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Cadets included Quinlan Fauteux, Eleanor Carroll, Lucas Proctor and 
Wyatt Clark. 

Charley Chauvin read 
the Preamble to the 
Constitution.

Master of Ceremonies 
for the concert was Rory 
Fitzgerald.

Airman First Class Johnny Barker performed on per-
cussion. 

The U.S. Air 
Force Heritage 

of America Band 
performed over 
a dozen patriot-

ic songs.

Staff Sergeant Patrick 
Lenz was the narrator 
for the U.S. Air Force 
Heritage of America 
Band’s program

Liam Letendre prepared 
to read his essay about 
New Braintree.

U.S. Air Force Major 
Christina Muncey 
directed the Heritage 
of America Band.
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Highway Department, $700 
for batteries for two vehi-
cles, $1,600 for garage tools, 
$3,000 for front-end repairs 
for a vehicle, $3,500 for 
front-end repairs and align-
ment for a vehicle, $700 for 
three air chambers/wire/box 
for the 2006 sander and $650 
for repairs to a flat tire on the 
loader.

CodeRed contract
Gilman said the town has 

a contract with Code Red to 
alert residents of emergen-
cies and other alerts. 

He said the town was 
given short notice of emer-
gency paving that was to 
occur on a section of North 
Main Street being com-
pleted by the Department 
of Transportation. Gilman 
said CodeRed was utilized, 
but only two residents 
received the call to notify 
them. 

He expressed concerns 

about the effectiveness of the 
phone alert system.

The school’s alert system 
was able to successfully noti-
fy all parents of students.

Bridge inspection
The Highway Department 

received a bridge inspec-
tion report for the West 
Brookfield Road bridge over 
Coys Brook. 

“There  are  concerns 
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  b r i d g e 
c o n d i t i o n s ,”  H i g h w a y 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  R a n d y 
Morgan stated in his report.

Morgan and staff will 
meet with the Department of 
Transportation to discuss the 
next steps. 

Resignations
The board announced 

the resignations of William 
O’Toole from the Highway 
Department: Anne Adams, 
Fire Department; Ralph 
Kay, Sewer Commission; 
and Brian Hayes, Peter Orsi, 
Joe Trentacosta and Tom 
Besset te ,  Fire/Highway 

Building Committee

Committee dissolution
Gilman announced the 

Fi re /Highway Bui ld ing 
Committee will be dissolved 
with the completion of the 
project. The board voted to 
dissolve the committee.

The board also voted to 
dissolve the Downtown 
Development Committee.

ATM/STM
The special and annu-

al town meetings was held 
on Friday, June 12 at North 
Brookfie ld  Elementary 
School. 

Dog licenses
T h e  T o w n  C l e r k 

announced that late fees will 
be imposed on all unlicensed 
dogs beginning on June 1. 
Licenses expire annually on 
March 31.

To date, 567 dog licenses 
have been issued. Reminder 
notices have been sent to 270 
dog owners. 

N BROOKFIELD 
from page 1

staff are still learning how to 
use it appropriately. 

Reimagining 
North Brookfield

McCormick said there 
were multiple sessions with 
the  school  communi ty, 
including listening sessions 
with students, staff and par-
ents where they gave input 
on what they want to see 
moving forward in North 
Brookfield Public Schools. 

McCormick said some of 
the priorities that came out of 
these meetings include career 
readiness, student choice 
(electives and clubs), com-
munity connections and well-
ness and belonging initia-

tives. He said other priorities 
included expanding student 
opportunities, creating an 
advisory board and bringing 
back a study hall block. 

McCormick said stu-
dents want more Advanced 
Placement and dual enroll-
ment classes for college cred-
it, wellness days, and a focus 
on arts and innovative career 
pathways. He said some 
ideas to meet these needs 
include phasing in AP class-
es, having a social emotional 
learning block, inviting guest 
speakers for career days, and 
bringing more structure into 
the school day. McCormick 
said there were students ask-
ing for Spanish classes, so 
the board voted to move for-

ward with posting a position 
for a full-time Spanish teach-
er. 

Student representative
Student representative 

Noah Gillette said the high 
school held class elections on 
June 10, and the rising sixth 
graders will hold their elec-
tions in the fall. He said there 
was a class day and field day 
on June 5, and an overnight 
lock in for Student Council 
members on June 18, where 
they participate in team 
building activities. 

Financial report
McCormick said as of the 

June 15 meeting, there was 
about $730,000 remaining 
in the general fund, which 

would be expended by the 
end of the fiscal year. He 
said they would carry over 
$500,000 between Circuit 
Breaker and school choice 
funds, and those figures are 
aside from $1.3 million in 
fiscal year 2027 offsets. 

McCormick also said an 
application has been submit-
ted to the Attorney General’s 
office for a grant related to 
a new cell phone policy that 
will roll out in the fall. He 

said the $10,000 grant will 
cover Yonder pouches, which 
restricts access to cell phones 
during school hours.

Recognitions and donations
McCormick recognized 

the class advisors and coun-
selors for the work they have 
done for the end of year 
events, and also recognized 
the elementary school staff 
and parents for their help at 
field day. 

Chairman Matt Grant rec-
ognized softball coach Shiela 
Leblanc on her retirement 
after over 30 years. 

The senior class donat-
ed a tree and a plaque in 
remembrance of late teacher, 
Damian Sarrette; the Parent 
Teacher Organization donat-
ed $273 to the music depart-
ment, Michael Kittredge 
donated $120 and a resident 
donated flags for the school. 

SUPERINTENDENT
from page 1

Kathleen McClintock and Brianna Lamb offered free crafts and temporary tat-
toos.

The Otters per-
formed during 
the 4th of July 

celebration.Face painting was available during the event.

This child enjoyed a 
rubber duck game.

Many enjoyed music from The Otters and DJ Tabby LeBlanc.

Children played Children played 
in the bounce in the bounce 
house on the house on the 

common.common.

CELEBRATIONCELEBRATION
A star-spanglA star-spangledd

★
★
★ 
★
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Calendar of Events

Where is this?

Turley Publications photo by Ellenor Downer

This week’s mystery photo is from New Braintree. If any readers know 
where this photo was taken, they may email edowner@turley.com with 
their answer by noon on Monday, July 13. Bill Bowles, Peggy Civilik and 
Jane McCauley correctly identified the photo. The photo last week was 
the cannon and stack of cannon balls on the common in Hubbardston.

THURSDAY, JULY 9

ARTISTS’ EXHIBITION takes place 
today now through Sunday, July 26 from 
noon-4 p.m. in the at Petersham Art Center, 
8 North St, Petersham. The works of painters 
Fabio and Sara Deponte celebrating the year 
of the horse will be on exhibit. Regular Art 
Center hours are Thursday through Sunday 
from noon -4 p.m.

PALMER HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 
‘76 REUNION takes place Friday, Aug. 28 
with cocktails at 5 p.m. and dinner at 6 p.m. 
at Salem Cross Inn, 260 West Main St., West 
Brookfield.  It will be a summer option for 
those unavailable in the fall, when a separate 
Class of 1976 group is planning a reunion on 
Oct. 17. The event at Salem Cross offers a 
menu of cheese and crackers, garden salad, 
and entrees of rustic chicken, honey dijon 
salmon or vegetarian option. Tickets for the 
summer event will be $50, which will include 
a tip. For the Aug. 28 registration link, which 
includes payment options online and by post, 
email Suzanne Strempek Shea at sess7@com-
cast.net. RSVP and payment is due no later 
than Monday, Aug. 10. 

ARTIST TALK WITH HEATHER 
takes place today at 6 p.m. at East Quabbin 
Land Trust Headquarters, 120 Ridge Road, 
Hardwick. People are encouraged to bring 
a favorite dish or drink to share. Upcoming 
artist talks take place July 23, Aug. 5, Aug. 20 
and Sept. 3.

BROOKFIELDS LIONS CLUB GOLF 
TOURNAMENT registration is now open, 
according to event chairman Marc Kokansky. 
The annual event is taking place on Saturday, 
Aug. 22 at the Quail Hollow Country Club, 
1822 Old Turnpike Road, Oakham. The 
four-person scramble tournament begins with 
registration at noon, followed by a 1 p.m. 
shotgun start. The entry fee is $100 per golf-
er, which includes 18 holes of golf, cart, skins 
competition, closest-to-the-pin contests and 
a meal following the tournament at Quail 
Hollow Country Club. Proceeds from the 
tournament will benefit the Brookfields Lions 
Club’s charitable programs and community 
service projects throughout the area. Through 
fundraising events such as this tournament, 
the club supports local organizations and indi-
viduals while carrying out the Lions’ mis-
sion of serving those in need. To register a 
team or obtain additional information, contact 
Kokansky at 508-847-9843. Registration is 
open now through Aug. 15.

FRIDAY, JULY 10

ORANGE COMMUNITY BAND sum-
mer concert takes place today at 7 p.m. on 
the bandstand in Butterfield Park, Orange  
Concerts will continue on Fridays through 
July 31.The band will rehearse Wednesday 
evenings at the Congregational Church from 
now to July 29.

WA L K  A T  R O C K  H O U S E 
RESERVATION sponsored by East Quabbin 
Land Trust takes place today at 10 a.m. 
at the Trustees’ Rock House Reservation. 
People will meet in the secondary park-
ing area located at 207 Pierce Road, West 
Brookfield. In addition to exploring the trails, 
they will check out Ella Mahoey’s “Moshup’s 
Hand” art installation. People should email 
attrevvett@eqlt.org.

SATURDAY, JULY 11

NORNAY PARK SUMMER CONCERT 
features the Otters from 6-8 p.m. at Nornay 
Park, Main Street, South Barre. Other con-
certs are: Saturday, July 25 Cropdusters from 
6-8 p.m.; Saturday,, Aug. 8 The Other Guys 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. and Saturday, Aug. 22 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. The Barre Lions Club 
will run a concession stand for all Saturday 
concerts. The concerts are supported in part 
by the Barre Cultural Council and the Barre 
Recreation Committee.

SUMMER FAIR will be held today from 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. on the front lawn and inside 
the Petersham Congregational Church, 21 

North Main St., Rte. 32, Petersham. A variety 
of treasures will be available for sharp eyes 
to spy a deal. There are books, attic goodies, 
vintage items, furniture, clothing, household 
items, toys and much more.  The church will 
also sponsor a snack bar, bake sale and the 
historically tasty and well loved strawber-
ry shortcake. This is always a well attend-
ed event and it will be held rain or shine. 
Larger items will be on the front lawn and the 
remainder will be in the church and dining 
hall. Cash and checks will be accepted.

SUNDAY, JULY 12

P E T E R S H A M  B R A S S  B A N D 
CONCERT will be held today at 7 p.m. 
on the bandstand on Petersham Common, 
Route 32, Petersham. Sunday’s performance 
marks the band’s 864th concert since being 
formed in 1914. Joseph Gougen is the cur-
rent director of the band. He is a native of 
Gardner and a graduate of the University of 
Massachusetts. Gougen is currently the music 
Director in the Northbridge Public Schools. 
Concerts will continue on the four Sundays 
in July and end Sunday, Aug. 2. Concerts 
are held rain or shine. In the event of rain, 
the concerts move inside to the Town Hall. 
Refreshments will be available at the band 
hot dog stand and the bake sale this week will 
also benefit the Band. Then Lions Club will 
also offer popcorn.

‘HISTORY UNDER TENT’ takes 
place today at 5:30 p.m. on the Petersham 
Common. his year’s special program under 
the 32’ blue community tent will include a 
Tribute to the Petersham Fire Department 
with a special showing of the 19th-century 
hand-pulled fire wagon. The program will 
also offer unique stories, artifacts, and partic-
ipants from a range of reenactors, who will 
share snippets of long-lost historical facts and 
interesting stories. According to local histori-
an, Larry Buell, the program has been offered 
for over 25 years. 

MONDAY, JULY 13 

N E W  B R A I N T R E E  L I B R A RY 
SUMMER READING KICKOFF hosts 
Reptile Show of New England takes place 
today at 1 p.m. in the New Braintree Town 
Hall, 20 Memorial Drive, New Braintree. 
Reptile Shows of New England is organized 
by the Friends of the New Braintree Library 
and supported in part by a grant from the 
Hardwick/New Braintree Cultural Council, 
a local agency that is supported by the Mass 
Cultural Council, a state agency.

SUNDAY, JULY 19 

MEAT RAFFLE sponsored by American 
Legion Post #2, 450 South Barre Road, Barre, 
takes place today at 2 p.m. The doors open 
at 1 p.m. The bar will be open. There will be 
a 50/50 Raffle and five tables of meat being 
raffled off. This is a great way to stock up on 
meat for summer barbecues as well as grilling 
items.

F INNISH HERITAGE SOCIETY 
DANCES take place today and Aug. 15 at 
7 p.m. at Sovittaja Park, Pleasantdale Road, 
Rutland today at 7 p.m. with music by Dan 
Mackowiak. Cost is $8 per person.

TUESDAY, JULY 21

BRUIN’S MASCOT BLADES will visit 
the Woods Memorial Library, 19 Pleasant 
St., Barre today at 3 p.m. Blades will join 

readers for a story, some game day fun and 
crafts. Participants can design and make 
their own Bruins fan button, take pictures at 
the ice rink photo station and more. A spe-
cial library poster featuring Bruins player 
Jeremey Swayman will also be available.  
The Boston Bruins have been teaming up 
with the Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners since 2009 for the annual 
Summer Library Program, When You Read, 
You Score! Since then, millions of kids, teens 
and adults have participated in this statewide 
program.

SUNDAY, JULY 26

55TH ANNUAL CHICKEN BARBECUE 
by the Finnish American Society at Sovittaja 
Park, Pleasantdale Road, Rutland takes place 
today with food served at 12:30 p.m. The 
menu include the full chicken dinner, raffle 
items, and the presentation of scholarships. 
Cost for advanced ticket sales is $18 per per-
son by calling 508-723- 0447. 

TUESDAY, JULY 28

BARRE SPECIAL TOWN ELECTION 
takes place today from noon-6 p.m. Polling 
locations are American Legion Post#2, 450 
South Barre Road and Barre Senior Center, 
557 South Barre Road. The only question on 
the ballot seeks to allow exemption from the 
provisions of Proposition 2 ½ the amounts 
to pay fro the bond issued to purchase a 
10-wheeled dump truck including all other 
incidental costs for the Department of Public 
Works. This is a debt exclusion vote. Voters 
approved the purchase at the Annual Town 
Meeting and this is the second part in the 
process. 

C E N T R A L  M A S S A C H U S E T T S 
GENEALOGY SOCIETY will hold a virtual 
program only today at 7 p.m.  People may 
visit cmgso.org to sign up for a link to this 
zoom meeting. The speaker is Debra Dudek 
and her topic is Holiday Witches: Folklore 
and Seasonal Traditions from Ireland, the UK 
and Beyond. This lecture explores the full 
calendar year of holidays where witches and 
other strange creatures are celebrated, reviled 
or feared. From quirky, kindhearted witches 
to folkloric entities who prowl the night, get 
ready to enjoy a bit of festive fun.

FRIDAY, AUG. 7
PURPLE HEART DAY CEREMONY 

takes place today at 9 a.m. at South Barre 
Common, Prisoner of War Corners, South 
Barre. Purple Heart Day is observed on Aug. 
7 each year and is a time for Americans to 
pause to remember and honor the brave men 
and women who were either wounded on 
the battlefield or paid the ultimate sacrifice 
with their lives. Purple Heart Day is also 
known as National Purple Heart Day, Purple 
Heart Recognition Day and Purple Heart 
Appreciation Day. Purple Heart Towns across 
Massachusetts typically hold official cere-
monies and flag-raising on or around Aug. 7 
to recognize the date in 1782 when General 
George Washington created the Badge of 
Military Merit.

Barre is officially designated as a Purple 
Heart Town, a title recognizing local com-
bat-wounded veterans and honoring their sac-
rifices.

FRIDAY, AUG. 21

UNIVERSITY OF WILD offers a range 
of programs starting today with the Earth 
Writers Retreat where local authors and read-
ers come to share their work. On the week-
end of Aug. 21 through Aug. 23 there be an 
Earthlands/University of the Wild Reunion 
focused on stories of former participants, 
followed by the annual Earth Alive Retreat 
where a range of populations come togeth-
er to share stories, learn new skills of liv-
ing with the land, and offering activism for 
the well-being of the Earth and all life. On 
Saturday, Sept. 19, there will be a co-spon-
sored program with the Petersham Historical 
Society for a day at Walden Pond and the 
Fruitlands Community as part of the ini-
tiative to learn more of the Transcendental 
Movement, which has a foundation of living 
lightly on the Earth. 

       

Calendar Policy
POLICY: Our calendar section is 

intended to promote “free” events or 
ones hat directly affect a volunteer-driv-
en organization that benefits the com-
munity. Paid events that are not deemed 
fund-raisers or benefits do not quali-
fy. Non-charitable events that charge 
the public to enter are not allowed as 
we consider that paid advertising. The 
deadline to submit calendar items in 
the mail, by fax, or emailed in Word 
document format is Monday at noon 
or sooner. We usually print one week 
in advance of an event, and the listings 
should be brief, with only time, date, 
location, brief activity explanation and 
contact information. 

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” 

in the subject line of your email.

Send Us Your
Community 

Autumn Events

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Turley Publications will print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Autumn Fest Supplement 

which will be published September 9, 2026. 
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches 

over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Deadline 
for Calendar 
submissions 
is August 19.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Just when 
it appeared that the Western 
Mass. Pioneers were set to 
close out a 1–0 shutout vic-
tory against Black Rock 
FC, a late lapse gave the 
visitors from Nashua, New 
Hampshire an opportunity to 
score the tying goal.

Black Rock FC converted 
a corner kick goal during the 
seventh minute of stoppage 
time and last Friday night’s 

USL League 2 match-up held 
at Lusitano Stadium ended in 
a 1-1 draw. 

The result all but ended 
the Pioneers’ postseason 
hopes, eliminating them from 
the USL League Two play-
offs for the first time since 
joining the league in 2019. 

“I really don’t  know 
wha t  happened  a t  the 
end of tonight’s game,” 
said Pioneers head coach 
Federico Molinari. “Almost 
everything has gone wrong 
for us this season.”

It was the third consec-
utive tie between the two 
teams, who played a score-
less tie in the first meeting 
of the season on June 3. The 
two squads also played a 1-1 
draw at Lusitano Stadium a 
year ago.

The Pioneers entered 
the final week of the 2026 
regular season sitting in 
third place in the Northeast 
Division table with a 7-2-3 
(24 points) overall record. 

The Western Mass. squad 
were scheduled to play at 
AC Connecticut on Tuesday 
night before hosting the 
first place and undefeat-
ed Vermont Green FC, who 
have already clinched a play-
off berth, in the regular sea-
son finale on Friday night.  

NEFC (10-2-0) ,  who 
joined the league a year ago, 
is sitting in second place 
with 30 points. They only 
need a tie against either last 
place Boston City FC or the 
Albany Rush to officially 
lock up a playoff spot for the 
first time. NEFC defeated the 
Pioneers, 4-2, at Lusitano 
Stadium on May 23. 

Black Rock FC (5-3-3, 18 
points) has the chance to tie 
for third place if they can win 
their final three matches and 
the Pioneers lose a match.

Each soccer team earns 
three points for a victory and 
one point for a draw.

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportssports@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

THORNDIKE — Had 
Monson Post 241 short-
stop Matt Santos come up 
with the game‑winning hit 
against Aldenville (Chicopee) 
Post 337 at historic Legion 
Field, it probably wouldn’t 
have meant as much to him 
as doing it a couple miles 
away at St. Joe’s Ballpark in 
Thorndike.

The second meeting of 
the regular season between 
the two Senior Legion teams 
was still scoreless, entering 
the bottom of the seventh. 
With two outs and the bases 
loaded, Santos turned on 
a fastball and ripped it past 
the third baseman into left 
field, giving Monson a thrill-
ing 1–0 walk‑off victory last 
Wednesday night.

“The pitcher threw me 
a fastball. I knew I needed 
to get a base hit and win the 
game,” Santos said. “It’s just 
a great feeling. This is also 
the first time that I’ve ever 
won a game on this field.”

San tos ,  who  recen t -
ly received his high school 
diploma, was an outstand-
ing three-sport athlete at 
Palmer High School. He 
was the 2026 recipient of the 

Karl Oliveira Memorial Tri-
County Baseball Scholarship 
Award.

Oliveira, who passed away 
in 2021, spent many summers 
playing baseball at St. Joe’s 
Ballpark for the St. Joseph’s 
Saints in the prestigious Tri-

County Baseball League. 
“Matt is a great kid and 

he’s the perfect candidate to 
receive this year’s scholarship 
award,” said Monson man-
ager Steve Tripp. “Karl and I 
were teammates on the var-
sity baseball team at Palmer 

High School. This field was 
his shrine. Karl probably 
played 1,000 games here 
and this is a very memorable 
night.”

The Monson Legion base-
ball team normally plays their 

Post 241 walks off against Aldenville

Kyle Kaczuwka takes a swing at an outside pitch.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Brayden Mega signals to the batter as he leads off 
second base.

Matthew Santos fields a clean grounder.

Pioneers, Black Rock battle to 1-1 draw

J a c k s o n 
G o u l d 
hustles up 
the field.

Bankers in control following 
Fourth of July holiday

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.

Jackson LaValley winds and fires for PeoplesBank.

H O L Y O K E  – 
PeoplesBank is in con-
trol of the Tri-County 
Baseball League once 
again, as the longtime 
playoff champions and 
multi-time regular season 
champions stand at an 
impressive 11-1-1 so far 
this season. The Bankers 
have 23 points for the 
league lead with their 
main rivals, St. Joseph’s, 
tugging behind with 22 
points. Teddy Bear Pools 
holds third place at 17 
points, while Turners 
Falls, the Spartans, and 
BankESB round out the 
standings, all with less 
than 10 points.  Last 
Monday, PeoplesBank 
played to their only tie 
of the season as they bat-
tled to a 2-2 draw with 
the Spartans. The game 
was called due to dark-
ness at South Hadley 
High School.  Action 
resumed earlier this week 
with games scheduled on 
Wednesday, July 8.

Cam Rivest, of 
Agawam, swings and 

connects.

Brian Hungerford tries to keep a throw from getting to the outfield.
Santiago Blasco Gomez tries to keep the ball from 
going out.

See POST 241, page 10

See PIONEERS, page 10
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Sports In the Classroom

Turley Publications seeks 
EXPERIENCED WRITERS/JOURNALISTS 

to produce news and/or feature stories 
of local interest for various towns and cities.

• Must be dependable, professional 
and able to meet strict deadlines

• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo 

Send writing samples with resume to:

www.turley.com

WRITERS

PAULA OUIMETTE
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to: 
pouimette@turley.com

Relics host tournament to honor John DaSilva

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Former players of the Western Mass. Relics softball league Don Holcumb and 
Ralph Becker.

Members of the Relics pose with Debbie DaSilva, wife of John DaSilva.

home games at Legion Field, 
but they were forced to move 
last Wednesday game to St. 
Joe’s Park due to a schedul-
ing conflict. 

The walk-off  victory 
snapped Monson’s five game 
losing streak. Four of those 
losses were by one run. They 
entered this week’s action 
with a 3-7 overall record.

“We’ve been in almost 
every game that we’ve played 
so far this season,” Tripp 
said. “We played very well in 
tonight’s game.”

A week earlier, Aldenville 
(2-8-1) squeaked out a 1-0 
victory against Post 241 at 
Legion Field.

“I think if  we faced 
Monson 100 t imes,  we 
probably would win 50 
games and they would win 
50 games,” said Aldenville 
manager Nate Carillon. “We 
match up very well against 
each other. We had several 
scoring chances, but timely 
hitting wasn’t on our side 
tonight.”

The timely hit was deliv-
ered by Santos.

Liam McGrath, who was 
Monson’s starting pitch-
er before taking over at first 
base in the seventh inning. 
He lined a line-drive sin-
gle into center field against 
A ldenv i l l e  r i gh thande r 
Matt Butler leading off the 
bottom half of the seventh. 
McGrath was replaced at first 
base by pinch runner Hunter 
Sherman. A sacrifice bunt 
by Josiel Ortiz, who was a 
defensive replacement at sec-
ond base, moved Sherman 
into scoring position. After 
the next batter grounded out 
to the second baseman, the 
Aldenville manager decided 
to intentionally walk both DH 
Sebastian Mayberry and Kyle 
Kaczuwka, who started the 
game at second base, which 
loaded the bases with two 

outs.
“I decided to walk those 

two batters to get a forceout 
at any base and make it a lit-
tle bit easier on the defense,” 
Carillon said. “Their hitter 
just hit the ball very hard into 
left field for the game win-
ning hit.”  

Not only did Santos col-
lect the game-winning base 
hit, but he was also the win-
ning pitcher. He replaced 
McGrath on the mound 
before the start of the seventh 
inning. Santos did hit a batter 
with one-out before record-
ing back-to-back strikeouts.

McGrath, who was a 
junior  on the Quaboag 
Regional High School var-
sity baseball team this past 
spring, pitched very well 
during the first six innings. 
The righthander didn’t allow 
any runs on just four base 
hits, which were all singles. 
He struck out 12 and issued 
four walks.  

Two of Aldeville’s base 
hits were by third baseman 
Cam Carpenter. 

McGrath escaped a jam in 
the top of the first inning.

C e n t e r f i e l d e r  J u s t i n 
Rivera hit a leadoff single 

into rightfield before steal-
ing second base. Then short-
stop Charlie Maxwell drew 
a walk. Both runners moved 
into scoring position with 
two outs following a double 
steal. McGrath ended the 
threat with a strikeout.

Maxwell singled to center 
leading off the third inning 
before stealing second base. 
McGrath retired the next 
three batters on a pop-up and 
two strikeouts. 

Aldenville stranded five 
runners in scoring position 
during the first four innings.  

Monson had a golden 
opportunity to take the lead 
in the bottom of the fourth 
inning.

With one-out,  Santos 
walked. After the next batter 
hit a long flyball caught by 
Rivera, right fielder Emerson 
Boronski hit a flair single to 
left and first baseman Dayne 
Shanley followed with a walk 
loading the bases. Butler 
struck out the next hitter 
keeping the contest scoreless 
for a little bit longer.

Butler, who went the dis-
tance, also pitched very well.  
He allowed one run on seven 
hits with four K’s.

POST 241 from page 9

Just like in their first 
meeting of the regular sea-
son meeting a month earli-
er, neither Black Rock FC 
nor the Pioneers scored a 
goal during the first 45 min-
utes of last Friday’s contest.

Geronnimo Gomes had 
two of the shot attempts for 
the home side during the 
opening half.  

At the beginning of the 
contest, Jackson Gould 
lined a shot from outside 
the top of the box that 
sailed wide of the net.

The Pioneers, who had 
four corner kicks in the first 
half, best scoring chance 
came during the 36th min-
ute. That’s when a shot 
taken by Vasco Teixeira 
clanged off the post keeping 
the match scoreless a little 
bit longer.

Down at the other end 
of the field, Western Mass. 
goalie Ben Alexander didn’t 
have to make any saves 
during the first half.

The Pioneers finally 
ended the scoreless drought 

with a free kick goal in the 
65th minute.

The  duo  o f  Ronan 
O ’ B r i e n  a n d  S h u n 
Murasawa, who stepped 
onto the pitch together 
during the 60th minute, pro-
duced the Pioneers goal.

O’Brien sent the ball 
into the box from the right 
side where Murasawa head-
ed into the right corner for 
his first goal of the season.

“I just focused on the 
ball, and I managed to score 
my first goal as a member 
of this team,” Murasawa 
said. It was a great feeling, 
but we lost our focus on the 
last play.

Murasawa was born in 
Kawasaki, Japan before 
m ov i n g  t o  F r a n k l i n , 
Tennessee with his fami-
ly as a sophomore in high 
school. He’ll be a sopho-
more member of the UMass 
Amherst men’s soccer team 
in the fall. He was recruit-
ed by UMass volunteer 
assistant coach Takehiko 
Nakamura.

Murasawa’s roommate at 

UMass as a freshman was 
Thomas Wadas, who’s also 
a member of the UMass 
soccer team. Wadas also 
plays for the Pioneers and 
was an outstanding soc-
cer player at Ludlow High 
School.

“Thomas was my col-
lege roommate and team-
mate last year,” Murasawa 
said. “He told me about the 
Pioneers, and I wound up 
playing here. It’s been a lot 
of fun and it’s a great atmo-
sphere here.”

The score remained 1-0 
until stoppage time.

With ten Black Rock 
players standing inside 
the box on a corner kick, 
Juan O’Neill booted the 
ball from the right corner 
and goalie Christian Herluf 
Braae-Anderson put a shot 
into the net, which spoiled 
the Pioneers night.  

The Pioneers supporters 
are hoping to celebrate a 
victory in the regular sea-
son finale on Friday night 
against the undefeated 
Vermont Green FC. 

PIONEERS from page 9

Theo Haley makes a throw to first.

Quabbin Regional Middle School 
lists fourth quarter honor roll

BARRE –  Quabbin 
Regional Middle School 
announce the fourth quarter 
honor roll.

Sixth grade high honors
Sixth  graders  mak-

ing high honors are: Lia 
Aiesi ,  Moriah Baxter, 
Elias Bellemer, Audrey 
Breault ,  Troy Corbett , 
Clayton Cranston, Nolan 
Cronk, Kayla Despres, 
Ralph DiBenedetto, Joshua 
Doherty, Derek Ferreira, 
Andrew Gingras, David 
Groner, Kylee Lomastro, 
Evelyn Lord, Thendara 
Magario, Richard May, 
J o n a h  M e l a d ,  P e n ny 
Ouimette, Avery Phelps, 
Sadie Russell ,  Deklan 
Sampson, Sophia Serrano, 
Jo r ja  Thorpe ,  Andre i 
Timofeev and Richard 
Valcourt.

Sixth grade honor roll
Sixth  graders  mak-

i n g  h o n o r  r o l l  a r e : 
Caiden Ahearn,  Bel la 
Arr iola ,  Leona Barre , 
V i o l e t  B e r t h i a u m e , 
Starlee Bisceglia, Danica 
B j o r k l u n d ,  M a k a y l a 
Boos,  Ella Bourgeois, 
Casey Coates ,  Emil ia 
Conway, Autumn Dahn, 
Charlotte Daniels, Isla 
Fargnoli, Elise Flores de 
Oliveira, Mckinley Ford, 
Riley Greene, Michael 
Hicks, Annabelle Ickler, 
Aria Jackson, Fred Jean-
Francois, Laine Jenkins, 
Abigail Kaijala, Mason 
K a z a n o v i c z ,  H u n t e r 
Kukas, Alix Lindsay, Mia 
Longtin,  Dylan Mace, 
S c a r l e t t  M c D o n a l d , 
Liam McKenzie, Logan 
M c M a n a m a n ,  C h a s e 
McQueston, Olivia Meller, 
Aria Missi ldine,  Julia 
Montague, Valkyrie Moore, 
Sage Morin, Tyler Nadeau, 
O w e n  N a l l y,  H a r r i s 
Paakkonen ,  Br idge t t e 
Parker,  Dylan  Pot te r, 
Nathaniel Putelis, Aubree 
Roseberry, Lola Sanderson, 
Penelope Silver, Vincent 
Stark,  Jaide St i l lman, 

Katara Tran, Emma Tyler, 
Jaylyn Vega, Irelyn Venne, 
Ben jamin  Wicks t rom, 
Samantha Woodward, Rhys 
Wynneand Luna Yules.

Seventh grade high
 honors

Seventh graders mak-
ing high honors are: Ayla 
Clark, John Cook, Anna 
Coomey, Davin Goodwin, 
Lincoln Graves, Colby Hill, 
Brady Malin, Theodore 
Minton, Nolan O’Connor, 
X i m e n a  P a l o m e r a -
Espinoza,  Liam Shaw, 
Weston Stukuls Barrieau, 
B r a y d e n  S u r p r e n a n t , 
Ty’v Vaughn and Joseph 
Youngstrom.

Seventh grade honor roll
Seventh graders mak-

inng  honor  ro l l  a r e : 
R e m i n g t o n  A b r a m , 
Nevaeh Andrews, Asher 
Baker, Julianna Bienvenu, 
Ta l a s y n  B o i s s o n e a u , 
Harper Brooks, Cameron 
C h a r p e n t i e r,  C h a r l ey 
Chauvin, Ryan Colgate,

Ella Critelli, Hannah 
Cutler,  Joey DeMalia, 
Ethan Donaldson, Hannah 
Dube, Pipsissewa DuBois, 
Matthew Flamand, Maia 
Fl in t ,  Andrew Ful ler, 
Addyson Garceau, Madilyn 
Houle,  James Jackson 
IV, Carter Jackson, Jack 
Johnson, Levi Kniskern, 
K a y d e n c e  L a n d r y , 
Elizabeth Laramee, Ryan 
LaRange, Maishao Lee, 
I lyanna Lynch,  Carter 
Majoy, Adalyn McHugh, 
Kayla McHugh, Adelaide 
M o e l l e r ,  A n n a l e i g h 
M o n c o e u r ,  Av i e n d h a 
O’Neill, Terra Paradis, 
Bryce Pariseau, Waverly 
Rivard, Cooper Sampson, 
Haze l  Se r r a ,  Landon 
Swind lehurs t ,  Kenz ie 
T h o r p e ,  H a n a  M a e 
Tousignant, Easton Vayo, 
Alonzo White and Brady 
White.

Eighth grade high honors
Eighth graders mak-

ing  h igh  honors  a re : 

Saylor Bissonnette, Julia 
Blanchard, Winter Boyea, 
Amelia Breault ,  El iza 
Brown, Emily DeMalia, 
Brody Despres, Addison 
Ford, Colbie Gallagher, 
Mar i a  Hamm,  Aimee 
Ickler, Evelyn Johnson, 
Pele  Johnson,  Caiden 
Lance, Mathieu LeBlanc, 
Jack Leclair, Ava Maxim, 
C a m e r o n  M c D o n a l d , 
M a d e l i n e  O m a s t a , 
S e b a s t i a n  P a l o m e r a -
Espinoza, Owen Pears, 
Isabel la  Pena,  Evelyn 
P r i e s t l ey,  M a d e l e i n e 
Proulx, Lily Ryan, Andrew 
Sco t t ,  Avery  Segu in , 
Hannah Shotwell, Bella 
Spring, Fiona Stevens, 
Baelin Sullivan, Kailyn 
Traynham, Katy Twarog, 
Maggie Ward, Elizabeth 
Welch, Lila Wilson and 
Raegyn Wnek.

Eighth grade honors
Eighth graders making 

honors are: Albert Afonso, 
Brady Aiesi ,  Nicholas 
B a l d w i n ,  A d d y s o n 
Barringer, Caleb Brouillet, 
Henry Corbett, Christopher 
Dallair, Enzo Fargnoli, 
Lane Fargnoli, Carrick 
Fitz, Eden Fortier, Lucas 
Gaspar, Jaidev Guimentaro, 
Nolan Herr ick,  Emily 
Johnson, Noah Kelter, Amy 
Landrin, Theodore Langer, 
Grace Lantiegne, Maggie 
Leander, Pa Huam Lee, 
Aiden Leger, Mackenzie 
Levesque,  Alessandrea 
L ew i s ,  Ky l i eg h  L o s , 
Chiara Manna, Bree May, 
Valerie Metterville, Rose 
Michael, Giella Montalvo, 
Brayden Nadeau, Calleb 
Oliveira, Coleton Pina, 
Autumn Rec tor,  Ki ra 
Roden, Maci Roseberry, 
Fordyce Ruggles, Thomas 
Schoonmaker, Madalyn 
S i m o n s ,  B e n t l ey  S t . 
George, Emma Stauder, 
Daisy Stevens, Dominic 
Strickland, Brandon Strom, 
Arina Timofeev, Olivia 
Vanoudenhove, William 
Wentworth, Charlie White 
and Skylar Wisniewski.
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DEATH NOTICE

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name 

of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 

which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a 
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Barre Gazette

ObituariesChurch News

Town of Oakham
Zoning Board of Appeals

The Oakham Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a regular 
business meeting on Thursday, 
July 16, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Oakham Town Hall.  There will 
be a public hearing for the fol-
lowing item:

VARIANCE: Owner/Appli-
cant: Michael Russ

 Location: 154 East Hill Rd., 
Oakham, MA. The applicant 
is requesting a Variance from 
Chapter 14 section 5.3 of the 
Oakham Zoning Bylaw. The ap-
plicant is seeking to extend the 
kitchen in the place of a deck and 
is seeking variance from the set 
back requirements from the abut-
ting property line. The applicants 
may bring all pertinent infor-
mation and plans with them and 
may bring a consultant/attorney 
to answer questions and to repre-
sent them at the hearing. 

Anyone wishing to comment 
on this matter should attend the 
public hearing or submit com-
ments in writing prior to the 
meeting to the Zoning Board 
of Appeals, 2 Coldbrook Rd., 
Oakham, MA 01068.  Interest-
ed parties may review the appli-
cation by calling the Town Hall 
(508)882-5549 and making an 
appointment to view the applica-
tion at the Town Hall.

Carl W. Lindley Jr., Chairman 	
Zoning Board of Appeals

07/02, 07/09/2026

BARRE PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING

The Barre Planning Board will 
hold public hearing on Tuesday, 
July 21, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Henry Woods Municipal Build-
ing, 40 West Street, Boards’ 
Office, 3rd Floor, requested by 
Diane & Robert Miller for a spe-
cial permit pertaining to Zoning 
140-7B(11), Antiques/Gifts, for 
property located at 2298 West 
Street, Assessors Map B, Lot 170 
and recorded with the Worcester 
District Registry of Deeds Book 
71519, Page 0004. 

All persons who wish to com-
ment on this matter should attend 
the hearing, or submit comments 
in writing prior to the hearing to 
the Planning Board.

Floyd Kelley, Chairman
07/09, 07/16/2026

TOWN OF BARRE
ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR BIDDERS
The Town of Barre is accept-

ing bid for its Department of 
Public Works’ materials under 
MGL C30B §5. Sealed bids will 
be received at the Office of the 
Town Administrator, 40 West 
St., Barre, MA 01005 and en-
dorsed “FY27-02 Department 
of Public Works Materials” un-
til 11:00AM on July 27, 2026, 
at which time said bids will be 
publicly opened and read aloud 
in the Town Administrator’s of-

fice. Specifications for “FY27-
02 Department of Public Works 
Materials” may be obtained by 
emailed request to townadmin@
townofbarre.com. The Town of 
Barre reserves the right to waive 
any minor informality and to re-
ject any and all bids.
07/09/2026

Town of Barre
ADVERTISEMENT FOR 

BIDDERS
The Town of Barre is accept-

ing bids for vehicle fuel, under 
MGL C30B, §5. Sealed bids will 
be received at the Office of the 
Town Administrator, 40 West St., 
Barre, MA 01005 and endorsed 
“FY27-04 Vehicle Fuel” until 
10:00AM on July 27, 2026, at 
which time said bids will be pub-
licly opened and read aloud in 
the Town Administrator’s office. 
Specifications for “FY27-04 Ve-
hicle Fuel” may be obtained by 
emailed request to townadmin@
townofbarre.com. The Town of 
Barre reserves the right to waive 
any minor informality and to re-
ject any and all bids.
07/09/2026

Gregory J. Donlin, 77, 
formerly of Barre, passed 
away peacefully at the Rose 
Monaghan Hospice on June 
26, 2026.

G r e g o r y 
w a s  b o r n  i n 
Worces ter  and 
attended Blessed 
Sacrament, Saint 
Peters, Valdosta 
U n i v e r s i t y 
a n d  S u f f o l k 
University. 

Gregory was a 
Vietnam Veteran 
serving the U.S. Army in 
the 101st Airborne Infantry. 
He served his country with 
pride and distinction and 
was awarded the Bronze Star 
Medal for bravery and meri-
torious service on the combat 
field.

For many years, Gregory 
was an avid sports enthusi-
ast and loved watching the 
games of the Celtics, Boston 
Red Sox and Holy Cross 

College. He was a dedicated 
researcher of Irish heritage, 
spending many days at the 
Barre Library followed by 

long walks in nature. 
He found great 

peace in those walks. 
In his younger years, 
he excelled at speech 
and drama and later 
enjoyed his commu-
nity theatre. 

Gregory  loved 
to sing and would 
o f t e n  p a r t i c i -
pate in “open mic 

nights” for a song or two at 
the Cafe on the Common 
in Barre. Gregory was for-
merly involved in launch-
ing Colonel Isaac Barres 
Restaurant and Vermont Pub 
and Brewery.

In 2010, Gregory was 
awarded the Red Cross Hero 
Award for his action of res-
cuing a woman from a burn-
ing vehicle while out on his 
daily coffee run. The Celtics 

honored him on center court 
for his bravery in this deed, 
which meant so much to him.

Gregory truly loved his 
country, his community, his 
family and friends. He will 
forever be remembered as a 
kind and gentle soul.

Gregory is survived by his 
brother Garrett Donlin and 
wife Deborah, his brother 
Matthew Donlin and wife 
Sandra and his sister Marla 
Pyle and husband Richard.

He was  predeceased 
by his parents Thomas and 
Gloria Donlin, his sister 
Suzanne Kelly and his broth-
er Geoffrey Donlin.

There are no call ing 
hours. He will be buried pri-
vately at a later date by his 
family.

Gregory J. Donlin, 77Family fun at St. Aloysius 
Parish BBQ on Aug. 2

H A R DW I C K  –  S t . 
Aloysius Parish invites 
families from across the 
area to its Summer BBQ on 
Sunday, Aug. 2 with dinner 
served noon-1 p.m. at the 
South Barre Rod and Gun 
Club, 2626 Barre Road. 

The afternoon is planned 
with every age in mind, 
from grandparents to grand-
children.

The meal is a half chick-
en dinner served with 
baked potato, corn on the 
cob, salad and watermelon. 

Children and adults alike 
can join in the games, and 
raffles and prizes will run 
throughout the afternoon.

Tickets are $20 each and 
are available by calling the 
rectory at 413-477-6493. 
This is a fundraiser to ben-
efit the Parish Renovation 
Funds. 

All are welcome to join 
in the fun.

About  S t .  Aloys ius 
Parish

St .  Aloys ius  Par i sh 
s e r v e s  t h e  v i l l a g -

es of  Gilbertvi l le  and 
Wheelwright, from two 
worship sites, St. Aloysius 
Church (64 Church St., 
G i l b e r t v i l l e )  a n d  S t . 
Augustine Mission (98 
Church Lane, Wheelwright). 

A parish of the Diocese 
of Worcester, it is home 
to St. Aloysius Catholic 
School and is served in col-
laboration with St. Francis 
of Assisi Parish in South 
Barre. Learn more at staloy-
siusstaugustine.com.

Public Notices

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.
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2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.
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 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Donlin, Gregory J.
Died June 26, 2026

Burial will be private at a 
later date.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
–  J u n e ’s  w e e k e n d ’s 
Concerts on the Common 
r e c e n t l y   f e a t u r e d 
Ravenwood, a string band 
featuring the fiddle, mando-
lin, bass, guitar, and vocals. 

The band has been per-
forming since 2017 and fea-
tures talented artists from all 
over Massachusetts. 

This string band provides 
a performance consisting of 
original songs and covers. 
Ravenwood focuses on old 
time tunes, old standards, 
acoustic jazz and bluegrass. 

Representing the band 
is five talented members 
behind the string instru-
ments and vocals. John 
Alphin plays mandolin, Don 
Calsyn on the fiddle, Barry 
Searle on acoustic guitar, 
Chet Fairchild on bass and 
Sarah Miller on vocals and 
percussion. 

T h e  o r i g i n s  o f 
Ravenwood began with 
Alphin and Searle, and they 

crossed paths with Calsyn, 
Fairchild, and Miller. 

One day, the band found 
themselves rehearsing in 
Springfield. The rehears-
al  had taken place on 
Ravenwood Street, which 
quickly became the inspira-
tion for the group’s name. 

Ravenwood performed 
covers from Bob Dylan to 
Fleetwood Mac but also 
had some original songs to 
share. 

Alphin wrote the song 
“The Whole Day Through”. 
Calsyn the fiddler wrote 
“April Rain” and Barry 
Searle wrote a song called 
“Apple Valley”. 

The strings tied well 
together as guests brought 
their lawn chairs to relax 
on the Common for some 
music and good times. 
Ravenwood came to North 
Brookfield last year and was 
excited to return again for 

another concert. 
“We’re glad to be here 

tonight,” Calsyn said. 
This series is made possi-

ble by the North Brookfield 
P a r k s  &  R e c r e a t i o n 
Department. Concerts on the 
Common are also support-
ed by the North Brookfield 
Cultural Council and the 
Massachusetts  Cultural 
Council. 

The next Concert on 
the Common will be on 
Saturday, July 25 from 6-8 
p.m., and will feature Sue 
Lyons. Lyons is a singer and 
acoustic guitar player. 

Aug. 15 will feature Stan 
Matthews, from 6-8 p.m. 
and Aug. 29 at 3 p.m. will 
feature Superchargers. 

N o r t h  B r o o k f i e l d 
will have a 4th of July 
Celebration on the Common 
on Saturday, July 4, starting 
at 1 p.m. 

Ravenwood performed on 
North Brookfield Common

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago

Ravenwood String Band performed recently on North Brookfield Common. 
Shown from left is Don Calsyn on the fiddle, Chet Fairchild on bass, John 
Alphin on mandolin, Sarah Miller on vocals and Barry Searle on guitar.

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com
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Barre Police Log

Public Safety

Rutland Police Log

Hardwick Police Log

Hubbardston Police Log
Sunday, June 7

12:45 a.m. Noise Complaint, 
Old Turnpike Road, Off icer 
Spoke to Party

6:59 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, South Barre 
Road, NO Transport Required

9:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, South Barre Road, Written 
Warning

Monday, June 8
9:15 a.m. Fraud or Forgery, 

Summer Street, Report Filed

Tuesday, June 9
3:04 a.m. Noise Complaint, 

Hardw ick  Road ,  Nega t i ve 
Contact

8:51 a.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Ruggles Lane, No 
Transport Required

9:37 a.m. Fire – Smoke inves-
tigation, Center of Town, Fire 
Extinguished

2 p.m. Motor Vehic le – 
Disabled, Worcester Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

3:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, South Barre Road, Citation 
Issued

5:26 p.m. Juvenile Runaway, 
South Street, Returned

8:48 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Old Dana Road, 
No Action Required

Wednesday, June 10
12:13 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, South Street, Citation 
Issued

1:13 p.m. Animal – ACO 
Call,  Old Petersham Road, 
Information Taken

1:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Hubbardston Road, Citation 
Issued

3:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, South Barre Road, Written 
Warning

5:26 p.m. Assist Other Police 
Department, Barre, Area Search 
Negative

6:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, South Barre Road, Citation 
Issued

7:13 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Breathing Difficulty, 
Harty Road, Transported to 
Hospital

Thursday, June 11
12 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Mechanic Street, Citation Issued
Summons Rivera, Angel 

David, 39, Fitchburg
C h a r g e s  U n l i c e n s e d 

Operation of Motor Vehicle, 
Lights Violation, Motor Vehicle

12:23 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
S top ,  Hubbards ton  Road, 
Citation Issued

12 :54  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Falls, Cat 

Alley Road, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

1:09 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, East County Road, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

7:33 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
South Street, Investigated

10:56 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Worcester  Road,  Negat ive 
Contact

Friday, June 12
5:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Worcester Road, Criminal 
Complaint

Summons Parr i l la  Cruz, 
Jeimer, 27, Springfield

C h a r g e s  U n l i c e n s e d 
Operation of Motor Vehicle

6 p.m. Unwanted Party, 
Bechan Road, Peace Restored

7:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, Woods Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

Saturday, June 13
4:46 p.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Welfare Check, South 
Barre Road, Officer Spoke to 
Party

8:35 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Welfare Check, Old 
Dana Road, Report Filed

10 :46  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical  Service – Welfare 
Check, Lane Road, Referred to 
Other Agency

Sunday, June 7
12:46 a.m. Noise Complaint, 

Old Turnpike Road, Off icer 
Spoke to Party

1:01 a.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Act iv i ty,  Wachusett 
Street, Officer Spoke to Party

5:12 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Sycamore Drive, Transported to 
Hospital

7:25 a.m. Noise Complaint, 
Inwood Road, Officer Spoke to 
Party

7:34 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Diabetic, Pleasantdale 
Road, Transported to Hospital

8:38 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Breathing Difficulty, 
Br intnal  Dr ive,  Mutual  Aid 
Transport

11:09 a.m. Animal – ACO 
Ca l l ,  P leasan tda le  Road , 
Unfounded

12:06 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Rutland Police 
Department, Officer Spoke to 
Party

2:17 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Dog Kennel, Information Given

3:13 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Christmas Tree Lane, Information 
Given

3:58 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Maple Avenue, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

4:10 p.m. Lockout (Home or 
Vehicle), Barre Paxton Road, 
Rescued

6:53 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Wachusett Street, Transported 
to Hospital

8:56 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Paxton Road, Removed 
from Scene

Summons Ahawo, Grace 

Akinyi, 62, New Braintree
Charges Unregistered Motor 

Vehicle * C90 S9, Lights Violation 
* C85 S15, Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle C90 S34J

Monday, June 8
6:35 a.m. Suspicious Person/

Vehicle Activity, Pommogussett 
Road, Unfounded

8:22 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident – No Fire Department/
EMS Response, Main Street, 
Report Filed

8:48 a.m. Safety Concern, 
Glenwood Road, Report Filed

11:46 a.m. Safety Concern, 
Crawford Road, Report Filed

12:58 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Juniper Lane, Officer Spoke to 
Party

1:48 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Bernard Road, 
Unfounded

3:08 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Serv ice – Abdominal /Back 
Pain, North Brookfield Road, 
Transported to Hospital

8:53 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Act iv i ty,  Sunnyside 
Avenue, Officer Spoke to Party

Tuesday, June 9
12 :11  a .m.  Abandoned 

Vehic le  – Park ing Issues, 
Woodside Avenue, Officer Spoke 
to Party

1:36 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Paxton Road, Written 
Warning

6:32 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Memorial Drive, Information 
Taken

8:34 a.m. Serve Warrant, 
Rutland Police Department, 
Arrest(s) Made

Arrest Huard, Travis, 43, 

Rutland
Charges Warrant
8:40 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Written Warning
9:37 a.m. Fire – Smoke 

Investigation,, Center of Town, 
Fire Extinguished

11:05 a.m. Property Dispute 
or Exchange, Main Street, Officer 
Spoke to Party

2:59 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Welfare Check, Lincoln 
Road, Canceled

3:52 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Stroke (CVA), Main 
Street, Transported to Hospital

6:06 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Brooke 
Haven Drive, Transported to 
Hospital

6 : 1 6  p . m .  C o m p l a i n t , 
Pommogussett Road, Officer/
Chief Advised

6:17 p.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, Maple Avenue, 
Transported to Hospital

8:50 p.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, Main Street, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

7:35 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Maple Avenue, 
Transported to Hospital

7:35 p.m. Illegal Dumping, 
Maple Avenue, Officer/Chief 
Advised

10:58 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
–  D isab led ,  Ma in  S t ree t , 
Dispatcher Handled

Wednesday, June 10
8:51 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 

Valley View Circle, Officer/Chief 
Advised

8:58 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Chest Pain/Heart 
Problem, East County Road, 
Transported to Hospital

12:08 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Charnock Hill Road, Negative 
Contact

12:32 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency/Non-Police, Main Street, 
Public Assist

12 :32  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Falls, Dakota 
Trail, Transported to Hospital

1:09 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Oakley Drive, Information Taken

1:22 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Campbel l 
Street, Information Taken

1:42 p.m. Complaint, Stevens 
Way, Officer/Chief Advised

3:10 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Highland Park 
Road, Investigated

6:36 p.m. Animal – ACO 
Call, Walnut Street, Officer/Chief 
Advised

8:21  p .m.  Harassment , 
Rutland Public Safety Lobby, 
Officer Spoke to Party

Thursday, June 11
1:22 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Barre Paxton Road, Arrest(s) 
Made

Arrest Maneus, Malik Larentz, 
26, Worcester

Charges Resist Arrest
8:17 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 

Walnut Street, Information Taken
10:23 a.m. Fire – Public 

Service Call, Pleasantdale Road, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

10:27 a.m. Animal – ACO 
Call, Main Street, Information 
Taken

10:28 a.m. Animal – ACO 
Call, Maple Avenue, Information 
Taken

12 :07  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Choking, 
Main Street, Ambulance Signed 

Refusal
1:09 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 

Collision, East County Road, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

3:09 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
East County Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

3:59 p.m. Tree Incidents (No 
Wire), Ridge Road, Removed 
from Scene

8:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

Friday, June 12
12 :46  a .m .  Susp i c ious 

Person/Vehicle Activity, Main 
Street, Negative Contact

1:41 a.m. Burglary/Breaking 
and Entering, Welch Avenue, 
Investigated

5 : 4 2  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Maple Avenue, 
Transported to Hospital

8:15 a.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Turkey Hill Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

8:49 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Village Way, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

9:56 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Worcester Road, No Transport 
Required

11:36 a.m. Threats, Valley 
View Circle, Call Transferred

12:47 p.m. Animal – Lost and/
or Found, Pleasantdale Road, 
Officer/Chief Advised

1:53 p.m. Juvenile Runaway, 
Miles Road, Returned

3:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident – No Fire Department/
EMS Response, Overlook Road, 
Report Field

3:48 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Breathing Difficulty, 

Rutherford Road, Transported to 
Hospital

4:21 p.m. Landlord Tenant/
Neighbor Dispute, Birchwood 
Road, Officer Spoke to Party

4 : 5 2  p . m .  C o m p l a i n t , 
Carlsons Way, Call Transferred

6 p.m. Unwanted Party, 
Bechan Road, Peace Restored

6:48 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Main Street, Negative Contact

8:41 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Barre Paxton Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

8:52 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Beechwood 
Drive, Officer Spoke to Party

Saturday, June 13
8:07 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Pommogussett Road, Written 
Warning

10:16 a.m. Larceny or Theft, 
Nichols Way, Referred to Other 
Agency

1:08 p.m Safety Concern, 
Pommogussett Road, Negative 
Contact

2:04 p.m. Animal – ACO 
Call, Wachusett Street, Gone on 
Arrival

4:23 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Main Street, Referred to Other 
Agency

8:04 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Maple 
Avenue, No Transport Required

8:27 p.m. Noise Complaint, 
Crestview Drive, Officer Spoke 
to Party

9:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, Pommogussett Road, 
Officer/Chief Advised

10 :46  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical  Service – Welfare 
Check, Lane Road, Referred to 
Other Agency

During the week of June 
29-July 6, the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 46 building/prop-
erty checks, 33 directed/area 
patrols, 13 radar assignments, 
three traffic controls, 13 emer-
gency 911 calls, six cit izen 
assists, one assist other agen-
cy, six investigations, six com-
plaints, one safety hazard, one 
scam, one vandalism, one tres-
pass, one threat, one larceny/
theft/shoplifting, one missing 
person, one motor vehicle acci-
dent, five animal calls and three 
motor vehicle stops in the town of 
Hardwick.

Monday, June 29
9:11 a.m. Fire/Alarm, Church 

Street, Services Rendered
9:53  a .m.  911 Med ica l 

Emergency, School  Street, 
Transported to Hospital

1:46 p.m. 911 Elevator Calls/
Alarms, Old Petersham Road, 
Officer Handled

3 : 4 6  p . m .  M e d i c a l 
Emergency, Greenwich Road, 
Patient Refusal

5:17 p.m. Welfare Check, 
Lower Road, Transported to 
Hospital

Tuesday, June 30
10:03 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Upper Church Street, Spoken To
10:54 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Czesky Road, Officer Handled
12:41 p.m. Assist Other 

Agency, Main Street, Spoken To
3:05 p.m. Assist Citizen, Main 

Street, Spoken To

3:58 p.m. Investigation, Out of 
Town, Negative Contact

8:02 p.m. Investigation, Out of 
Town, Investigated

8:05 p.m. Investigation, Out of 
Town, Services Rendered

Wednesday, July 1
9 : 2 5  a . m .  M e d i c a l 

Emergency,  Upper  Church 
Street, Transported to Hospital

1:55 p.m. Vandalism, Off 
Prospect Street, Report Taken

3:05 p.m. Trespass, Barre 
Road, Officer Handled

3:41 p.m. Investigation, Out of 
Town, Negative Contact

3:41 p.m. 911 Threat, Barre 
Road, Peace Restored

4 : 5 3  p . m .  9 11  S c a m , 
Hardwick Road, Officer Handled

5:37 p.m. Investigation, Main 
Street, Officer Handled

9:17 p.m. Investigation, Off 
Prospect Street, Officer Handled

Thursday, July 2
9:15 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Hardwick Road, Spoken To
11:07 a.m. 911 Misdial, Main 

Street, No Action Required
2:49 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Maple Street, Spoken To
2:58 p.m. Larceny/Theft/

Shoplift ing, Hardwick Road, 
Officer Handled

3:24 p.m. 911 Welfare Check, 
Hardwick Road, Transported to 
Hospital

8:25 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Crash, Upper Church Street, 
Officer Handled

8:47 p.m. Disturbance, Prouty 
Road, Arrest(s) Made

Friday, July 3
7:49 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Grove Street, Services Rendered
8:43 a.m. Complaint, Patrill 

Hollow Road, Officer Handled
9:22  a .m.  911 Med ica l 

Emergency,  Church Lane, 
Transported to Hospital

2:53 p.m. Parking Complaint, 
Main Street, Officer Handled

3:54 p.m. Suspicious Activity, 
Prospect  St reet ,  Serv ices 
Rendered

10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

Saturday, July 4
7:59 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Police Department, Spoken To
5:55 p.m. Parking Complaint, 

Hardwick Pond Road, Officer 
Handled

8:02  p .m.  911 Med ica l 
Emergency,  Ma in  S t ree t , 
Transported to Hospital

8:25 p.m. Suspicious Activity, 
Greenwich Road, Unfounded

10 :20  p .m .  Comp la in t , 
Old Greenwich Plains Road, 
Negative Contact

10:45 p.m. 911 Missing 
Person, Joslyn Road, Officer 
Handled

Sunday, July 5
7:31 a.m. Complaint, Clapp 

Road, No Action Required
5:15  p .m.  911 Med ica l 

Emergency,  Church Lane, 
Transported to Hospital

9:10 p.m. Complaint, Turkey 
Street, Officer Handled

Sunday, June 7
7:51 a.m. Fire – Motor 

Vehicle Collision, Gardner Road, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

8:03 a.m. Property Damage, 
Gardner Road, Report Filed

8:10 a.m. Keep the Peace, 
Main  St reet ,  Off icer /Ch ie f 
Advised

10:39 a.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, Gardner Road, 
Investigated

1:51 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Old Boston Turnpike, Unfounded

3:03 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Main Street, 
Returned

Monday, June 8
8:08 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Brigham Street, Written Warning
8:37 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

New Westminster Road, Vehicle 
Towed

S u m m o n s  M c L a u g h l i n , 
Francis C., 41, Hubbardston

Charges License Suspended, 
Operating Motor Vehicle With

9:18 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
New Westminster Road, Written 
Warning

9:39 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Brigham Street, Written Warning

10:09 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Brigham Street, Written 
Warning

10:26 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Barre Road, Wri t ten 
Warning

10:36 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Town Hill Road, Written 
Warning

10:47 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  E lm St reet ,  Wr i t ten 
Warning

1:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Brigham Street, Written Warning

1:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
New Westminster Road, Written 
Warning

1:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Brigham Street, Written Warning

1:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Brigham Street, Written Warning

1:44 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Cross Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

2:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Brigham Street, Written Warning

2:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Brigham Street, Written Warning

3 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Gardner Road, Written Warning

3:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Gardner Road, Written Warning

3:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Worcester Road, Citation Issued

4:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Worcester Road, Written Warning

4:12 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Abdominal/Back Pain, 
Old Princeton Cutoff Road, 
Transported to Hospital

5:47 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Lowell Road, Old Princeton 
Cutoff  Road,  Off icer /Chief 
Advised

6:07 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Simond Hill Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

8:16 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Main Street, Officer Spoke to 
Party

Tuesday, June 9
12 :20  a .m.  Emergency 

Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Old Westminster 
Road ,  Ambu lance  S igned 
Refusal

4:07 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Breathing Difficulty, 
Williamsville Road, Transported 
to Hospital

9:37 a.m. Fire – Smoke 
Investigation, Center of Town, 
Fire Extinguished

12 :26  p .m .  Susp i c ious 
Person/Vehicle Activity, Root 
Road, Officer Spoke to Party

3:42 p.m. Gunshots, Gardner 
Road, Area Patrolled

6:25 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Gardner Road, Unfounded

6:27 p.m. Identity Theft, 
Geordie Lane, Report Filed

Wednesday, June 10
8:27 a.m. Fire – Power Lines/

Wire, Pitcherville Road, Canceled
10:54 a.m. Emergency – 

Chest Pain/Heart  Problem, 
Birches Road, Transported to 
Hospital

2:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Brigham Road, Written Warning

2:28 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Brigham Street, Written Warning

2:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
New Westminster Road, Written 
Warning

2:41 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Brigham Road, Written Warning

3:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Brigham Street, Written Warning

4:17 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Col l is ion, Worcester Road, 
Report Filed

9:44 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Gardner Road, Officer Spoke to 
Party

10:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident – No Fire Department/
EMS Response, Mt. Jefferson 
Road, Report Filed

Thursday, June 11
1:22 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Barre Paxton Road, Arrest(s) 

Made
Arrest Maneus, Malik Larentz, 

26, Worcester
Charges Resist Arrest
8:09 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Brigham Street, Written Warning
8:59 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Brigham Street, Written Warning
9:27 a.m. Fire – Smoke 

Investigation, Hale Road, Fire 
Extinguished

9:29 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Brigham Road, Written Warning

9:56 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Brigham Road, Written Warning

10:29 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Brigham Road, Written 
Warning

10:47 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Brigham Street, Written 
Warning

3:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Gardner Road, Written Warning

3:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Burnshirt Road, Citation Issued

3:51 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Burnshirt Road, Written Warning

3:58 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Burnshirt Road, Written Warning

4:13 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Burnshirt Road, Citation Issued

4:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Burnshirt Road, Citation Issued

5:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Elm Street, Citation Issued

6:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Worcester Road, Written Warning

9:36 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Diabetic, Madison Way, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

Friday, June 12
3:28 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, 

Mt. Jefferson Road, Information 
Given

4:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident – No Fire Department/
EMS Response, Old Princeton 
Cutoff Road, Report Filed

Saturday, June 13
2 : 1 7  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 

Medical Service – Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, Bemis 
Road, Report Filed

5:24 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Childbirth, Adams 
Road, Mutual Aid Transported

9:39 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, High 
Street, Transported to Hospital

11:16 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident – No Fire Department/
EMS Responsive, Gardner Road, 
Report Filed

12 :20  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Breathing 
D i f f i c u l t y,  B e m i s  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

Oakham Police Log
Sunday, June 7

12:46 a.m. Noise Complaint, 
Old Turnpike Road, Off icer 
Spoke to Party

Monday, June 8
3:08 p.m. Emergency Medical 

Serv ice  º  Abdomina l /Back 
Pain, North Brookfield Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, June 9
9:37 a.m. Fire – Smoke 

Investigation, Center of Town, 
Fire Extinguished

1:49 p.m. Animal – Lost and/
or Found, Dennis Whitney Road, 
Area Search Negative

2:59 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Welfare Check, Lincoln 
Road, Canceled

9:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
North Brookfield Road, Citation 
Issued

Wednesday, June 10
8:54 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 

Tomlinson Road, Information 
Taken

7:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Worcester Road, Written Warning

7:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Worcester Road, Written Warning

Friday, June 12
3:48 p.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Breathing Difficulty, 
Rutherford Road, Transported to 
Hospital

4:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
North Brookfield Road, Written 
Warning

4:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
North Brookfield Road, Criminal 
Complaint

Summons Kinney, Jeremy 
Edward, 32, Whitinsville

C h a r g e s  U n r e g i s t e r e d 
Motor Vehicle, Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle, Registration Suspended, 
Operating Motor Vehicle with, 
License Not in Possession

6 p.m. Unwanted Party, 
Bechan Road, Peace Restored

10:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, Happy Hollow Road, 
Officer /Chief Advised

Saturday, June 13
10 :46  p .m.  Emergency 

Medical  Service – Welfare 
Check, Lane Road, Referred to 
Other Agency

BARRE GAZETTE - S ERVING THE TOWNS OF BARRE, HARDWICK, 
HUBBARDSTON,NEW BRAINTREE, NORTH BROOKFIELD, OAKHAM, 

PETERSHAM & RUTLAND SINCE 1834
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for
 outdoor boilers (Cheap).

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

(413)477-0083

FIREWOOD FOR SALE: AGED 
HARDWOOD, cut/split 16” $325 per cord; 
2 cord minimum plus delivery. Allard Broth-
ers 413-665-8041.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  

Call (508) 882-0178

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381 

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S 
ELECTRICAL SERVICES LLC

 
I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All 
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic. 
#14960A. 413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

MOTORCYCLES
1992 HARLEY SPORTSTER, new 
brakes, chain, sprockets, clutch, battery, 
tires, starter. 27K miles. Ready to go. $2000 
/ make offer. 508-867-2647/774-757-
8400

Town Administrator 
 Town of Russell, MA

 
The Town of Russell seeks a Town Ad-
ministrator with strong communication 
and collaborative skills to oversee and 
manage day-to-day operations for our 
Town.  Russell is a small rural community 
(pop. 1643) in the Southern Hilltown’s of the 
Pioneer Valley region in Hampden County.  
Led by a three-member Select Board, and 
Open Town Meeting form of government, 
the Town relies on the Town Administrator 
to be responsible for the oversight and 
management of daily operations of the 
Town. 
Responsibilities include scheduling, de-
veloping and implementing town projects, 
assisting with the preparation of budgets, 
coordinating with various town boards and 
committees, supervising and coordinating 
overall operations of Town government 
and managing day-to-day affairs under the 
general direction of the Select Board.  The 
Town Administrator will support the Select 
Board, ensure compliance with all appli-
cable laws and regulations, interface with 
government agencies and the public and 
manage municipal operations for the Town.  
Attendance at certain evening meetings is 
required. 
Candidates should have knowledge and 
competence in municipal finance and 
budgeting, project management, human 
resource/personnel administration, Mas-
sachusetts municipal law, and intergovern-
mental and community relations. 
The successful candidate should possess 
five (5) years of municipal management 
and leadership experience, or similar re-
sponsibilities in a public or government 
agency.  A degree in public administration 
or a related field is preferred.  An equivalent 
combination of education, training and ex-
perience which demonstrates possession 
of the required knowledge, skills and abil-
ities may also be considered. 
This is a full-time position with benefits. 
Starting salary range of $70,000 – $85,000 
commensurate with qualifications and ex-
perience.  

Submit resume and cover letter as a pdf 
attachment to 

nboersig@townofrussell.us
 Applications must be 

received by July 16, 2026.
The Town of Russell is an equal opportu-
nity employer.

FOR RENT
826 EAST STREET, LUDLOW. 2 
BR., 1-1/2 bath, kitchen, dinette, LR. Ap-
plications required. For more information, 
please call 413-583-3097.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

1,000’S OF ACs ON SALE!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!
BIKES, E-BIKES!!!
WE REPAIR BIKES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

SUMMER SALE!!!
DON’T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!!! 
BEAT THE PRICE INCREASES!

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008
michelleterryteam.com

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

AVAILABLE NOW - BROOKFIELD, MA
This gorgeous home has so much to 
appreciate! 4.36 acres of complete privacy 
and a huge deck to enjoy it from, complete 
with a hardtop gazebo. An updated kitchen, 
hardwoods throughout, 3 VERY large 
bedrooms (including a first-floor primary 
suite with 3 closets!), and a walkout 
basement with 9-ft ceilings, which is already 
partially finished, perfect to add some extra living space if needed, or to finish 
as an ADU or space for an in-home business. Large storage shed outside, and 
plenty of land to have a barn and animals. New roof, title 5 already passed. 
This home is ready to go, quick closing available! Listed at $599,000.

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

It’s Wave Season – 
Book Your 2027 Cruises

Sept. 26  ..Pickity Place Lunch .......................................$130
Nov. 7 ......Great Gatsby at PPAC ..................................$165
Aug. 30 ....7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise ..............from $1699
March 1 ...12-Night Caribbean Cruise ...............from $2499
May 23 ....7-Night Bermuda Cruise ....................from $1799

Brookhaven Assisted Care
19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Erin, Laura and Nancy 

Over 56 years of service.
24 hour care, Medical Management, Assistance 
with activities of daily living, Activity Program, 
well trained, compassionate and caring staff.

Services Available In-House:
Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services,

Pharmacy services, Podiatry services
VNA services:

Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy,
Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber

Manager: Erin Glazier
508-867-3325 ~ erin.brookhaven@gmail.com

SUMMERSUMMER
at TIMMY’S

EVERY SATURDAY 
7AM-2PM

JUNE THRU OCTOBER
20’X30’ AREA ON GRASS

Most have shades & tables
$30.00 Cash To Set Up

1042 West St. 1042 West St. 
(Rt. 122) Barre MA(Rt. 122) Barre MA
2 mi. north of Barre center2 mi. north of Barre center

CONTACT:
Text: 978-257-9461

Facebook: @timmy.s.996763

Lisa Caron Realtor®

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

Call today to get started!
508.341.8299

171 FARM POND ROAD, OAKHAM
REDUCED PRICE – $575,000
Designed w/entertaining in mind, this 
home offers an open-concept fl plan 
& private 3-acre setting. The 1st floor 
features a stunning 33-ft country kitchen 
w/ss appliances, quartz countertops, large 
walk-in pantry, & beautiful Brazilian cherry 
flooring. The kitchen flows seamlessly into 
the 26-ft front-to-back living/family rm, highlighted by a raised-hearth pellet stove, 
& formal dining rm adorned w/custom moldings. Sliding doors provide easy access 
to rear deck, perfect for indoor-outdoor gatherings. Upstairs, the generous primary 
suite includes a walk-in closet & en-suite bath w/soak tub & separate shower. 
2 additional bedrooms, another full bath with laundry complete the level. 
The finished lower level offers additional heated living and entertainment space, 
while the heated two-car garage provides year-round comfort/convenience. 
For equestrian or hobby farmers, the property features a two-stall barn w/water 
and electric w/2 paddocks & ample room for horses, goats, cows or more.Lisa Caron Realtor®

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

Call today to get started!

508.341.8299

Are you ready to buy or sell?

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

BOS holds gravel pit licensing hearing
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD – 
The Board of Selectmen held 
a hearing regarding new reg-
ulations on gravel pit oper-
ations in the town at their 
meeting last Tuesday.

Chair Jamie Gilman said 
this bylaw was recommend-
ed by the Planning Board 
to ensure activities on grav-
el pits were consistent with 
the regulations. He said the 
original bylaw was approved 
unanimously at the annual 
town meeting of 2023, but it 
had not been enforced until 
2026. 

Building Inspector John 
Couture and Police Chief 
Ryan Daley each inspected 
the properties with gravel 
pits, and recommended all of 
them be re-licensed, so the 
board voted to approve the 
licenses of several residents 
in attendance who operate 
gravel pits. 

Executive assistant Mary-
Beth Kularski said the annual 
license fee is $100, but she 
sent out a letter charging $50 
since the regulations were 
acted on halfway through the 
year. 

John Kaminski, a resident 
who has a gravel pit, said his 
property has been grandfa-
thered in, and the property 
has had a pit for 70 years 
without issue. Kaminski said 
he did not want to sign a new 
contract because the board 

could change the regulations 
in the following year. 

Gilman said that is not 
true, because once a property 
is grandfathered in, it is per-
manent. 

Gilman said the reason 
this bylaw was recommended 
was there were some grav-
el pits whose operations did 
not align with the specifica-
tions, and this bylaw allows 
the town to keep an eye on 
changes of use. He said the 
bylaw is the only way to have 
control over the pits, because 
without a regulation, there 
are no violations.

Kaminski said this is a 
“99%” rule, where most peo-
ple are following the regu-
lations, but have to make up 
for one person disobeying 
them. 

Gilman said the intent was 
not to interrupt any business-
es, but this bylaw allows for 
consistency and fairness. 

Gilman said Kaminski 
would have to pay the $100 
fee, but a resident who was 
with him said that would not 
happen because they pay 
property taxes. 

The resident asked if 
the people who voted on 
the bylaw had gravel pits. 
Gilman said it was an annu-
al town meeting of less than 
100 people who voted on it. 

Spending requests
The board approved sev-

eral spending requests from 
the Highway Department. 
The department requested to 

spend $291.84 for a piston 
for a leaking plow, $4,385.49 
for shop supplies, $650 for 
a trimmer, $5,358.24 for 12 
tires, including for a Mack 
and a sander, along with 
$1,423.01 for ball joint 
replacements for a Ford 
F450.

Reserve fund requests
The board approved sev-

eral reserve fund requests, 
including $1,620.45 to 
library heat for excess fiscal 
year 2026 expenses, $903.40 
to the fire maintenance 
account for pest control and 
$900.83 to the fire equipment 
account for turnout gear. 

Fire/Highway costs
The board approved a 

quote for dirt for the Fire/
Highway project from Bond 
Sand Gravel and Asphalt 
totaling $2,396, including 20 
tons of dirt at $29.95 per ton 
and four loads of material at 
$599 per load. 

Gilman said Bond is 
donating the trucking for a 
savings of $520. The board 
also approved the fire and 
highway spend up to $500 
for grass seed and hay for the 
project from Klem’s. 

Fuel bids
The board passed over 

s ign ing  cont rac t s  wi th 
Petersen Oil for diesel fuel 
and Frantacelli Oil for #2 
heating oil because of some 
confusion regarding wording 
in the contracts. 

215 Main St
The board signed a three-

year lease for the town offic-
es at 215 Main St. from June 
30, 2026 to June 30, 2029, at 
an annual rent of $38,239.44 
for approximately 4,460 
square feet of office space.

Donations
The board accepted a 

$100 donation to Parks and 
Recreation, along with a sep-
arate donation of four bundt 
cakes from Marsha Ort. 

Public comment
A resident was concerned 

about operations at 45 Hines 
Bridge Road, where there is 
a gravel pit. They said after 
a change of ownership, the 
new owner has not honored 
hours of operation, and there 
have been more trucks and 
activity, including weekends 
and holidays.

The resident also said 
they have faced intimidat-
ing behavior from the new 
owners. Kularski said the 
Building Inspector said the 
property was clean, and had 
no issues.

Another resident said he 
wanted an update on road 
reconstruction on Mount 
Pleasant Street. He said he 
cannot get through the road, 
and has heard multiple dif-
ferent answers on when the 
project will be completed. 

Kularski said it is a feder-
al project, and the town has 
no control over it.

Zona named President 
of Cornerstone Bank 

W O R C E S T E R  – 
Cornerstone Bank announces 
with the completion of the 
merger with Athol Savings 
Bank, that Daniel J. Zona 
will be assuming the role 
of President of Cornerstone 
Bank. 

Zona will succeed Randal 
D. Webber, who is retiring. 
He brings extensive experi-
ence in community banking, 
leadership and operational 
management. As president 
and CEO of Athol Savings 
Bank, he successfully led the 
institution while maintaining 
a strong focus on community 
engagement, customer ser-
vice and innovation. He will 
now guide Cornerstone Bank 
into its next chapter, over-
seeing an expanded footprint 
and a growing team.

“I’m honored to lead 
Cornerstone Bank into this 
next chapter,” said Zona. 
“Both banks share a com-
mitment to our community, 
employees and customers. 
Together, we can achieve 
strategic growth while main-
taining a community-first 
approach rooted in mutual 
values. The people matter 
most.”

Zona emphasized his 
priorities in the role will 
include integrat ing the 
Corners tone and Athol 
teams, getting to know 
employees ,  p re se rv ing 
the legacy and communi-
ty connections of Athol 
Savings Bank and leveraging 
Cornerstone’s digital bank-
ing capabilities to enhance 

customer experiences.
Todd Tallman, CEO of 

Cornerstone Bank, com-
mented, “Dan’s leadership 
and deep understanding of 
community banking make 
him the perfect person to 
guide Cornerstone Bank as 
we expand into north cen-
tral Massachusetts. His val-
ues, vision and dedication 
to employees and customers 
align seamlessly with our 
mission.”

The merger between ASB 
and Cornerstone Bank will 
allow existing and new cus-
tomers to access a broader 
suite of products and ser-
vices, including enhanced 
digital banking options, 
while maintaining local 
branch relationships and 
community involvement. 
ASB will operate as a divi-
sion of Cornerstone Bank, 
retaining its name and all 
current locations.

Cornerstone Bank was 
formed in 2017, born of a 
long history of supporting 
the community, and provid-
ing a strong foundation to 
help people and businesses 
thrive. Serving Worcester 
C o u n t y.  C o r n e r s t o n e , 
which is a subsidiary of 
PeoplesBankCorp, MHC, 
operat ing independent-
ly under its own name and 
brand, provides the highest 
level of service and exper-
tise for individuals, busi-
nesses,  and community 
organizations with branch 
locations throughout Central 
Massachusetts. 


