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BARRE – The Woods 
Memorial Library welcomed 
guests for a workshop known 
as Chain Reactions and 
Creative Contraptions. 

This program is made 
possible thanks to Playful 
Engineers, an arts-in-educa-
tion business which creates 
and facilitates programs 
promoting play-based, curi-
osity-driven learning for 
children. This business was 
founded by Jay Mankita, a 

Teaching Artist, who offers 
virtual and in-person pro-
grams to schools, libraries 
and camps. 

Arriving at the Woods 
M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y  i s 
Te a c h i n g  A r t i s t  a n d 
Workshop Facilitator of 
Playful Engineers Merlin 

Katz. This program allows 
children to build interesting 
chain reactions and creative 
contraptions, which Katz 
describes chain reactions as 

By Ellenor Downer
Editor

edowner@turley.com

BARRE – Elizabeth 
Martin of the Cemetery 
Commission and Lucy 
Allen of the Historical 
Commission attended a 
recent Select Board meet-
ing to discuss the Prince 
Walker Burial Ground.

This small town owned 
cemetery sits on a small 
piece of land and is the 
resting place of Prince 
Walker, his first wife and 
four children. 

The plot  s i ts  with-
in acres of Department 
o f  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d 
Recreation land. Allen 
said the location made the 
grounds difficult to reach. 
She said it was one of only 
a few burial grounds start-
ed by Afro-Americans for 
Afro-Americans. 

She said there was 
a large, old tree that pre-
sented a risk to the burial 
site if the tree came down. 
The DCR forester and 
their cutter looked at the 
tree in question and since 
they don’t own the ceme-
tery, they did not want to 
remove it for fear of dam-
aging the burial site. 

Allen said the burial 

ground was on the State 
Register of Historic Places 
and was going for nation-
al designation as well. She 
said she was “looking for 
the best way to keep it 
maintained and to keep it 
safe.” 

She suggested turning 
the burial ground over to 
the DCR with a historic 
preservation agreement. 
She said in the past when 
several groups like the 
American Legion, Boy 
Scouts, etc. sought a small 
amount, $200, to help 
maintain the site at town 
meeting, the town voted 
against the articles.

Select Board Chairman 
Maureen Marshall said 
“[The  town] should do 
their best to preserve it and 
[I] hate to turn over to the 
state.” She suggested the 
Historical Commission 
apply for funds from the 
Barre Savings Charitable 
Foundation.

Select Board member 
Richard Stevens said, if 
[town] gives it to the state 
would be undoing [Prince 
Walkers] wishes.” Stevens 
also mentioned the “Prison 
Camp” issue in Rutland 
with the DCR, who now 

Town officials 
discuss historic 
burial ground

Children build chain reactions
and creative contraptions

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer

zachf@turley.com

HUBBARDSTON – The 
Select Board discussed a 
contract with Central Mass 
Regional 911 District at their 
Monday meeting. 

Select Board member 
Peter Walker, who also sits 
on the board of directors for 
the dispatch center, said there 
was a majority vote by the 
board to amend the payment 
structure to each of the five 
member towns to pay the 
entire assessment up front on 
July 1, the beginning of the 
fiscal year. 

At the June 29 meeting, 
Walker said the board called 
a meeting last Wednesday to 
be held on June 26, to change 
the structure. He said the 
previous contract that was 
agreed upon with the Rutland 
Regional Dispatch (which is 
now the Central Mass 911 
district) stipulated the towns 
pay their assessments quar-
terly. 

Walker said the board, 
made up of five people of 
which he is the only elect-
ed member, voted favorably 
with himself being the only 
no vote. The other towns 
include Rutland, Barre, 
Oakham and Warren. 

Walker questioned how 
the appointed members of 
the board of directors could 
change the structure of a pre-
viously agreed upon contract 
without notifying the select 
boards of each town. 

Walker said when he 
voted no, certain members 
of the board asked why 

Hubbardston did not plan for 
the up front payment in their 
budget. 

Town Administrator Sean 
Fitzgerald said it may not be 
permissible to pay the entire 
cost up front because of the 
previously signed contract, 
and said it is “complete-
ly unacceptable” to change 
the structure so close to the 
beginning of the next fiscal 
year. Fitzgerald said towns 
are closing their books on the 
last fiscal year at this time. 

The Select Board voted 
unanimously to only pay 
the 25% cost on July 1. The 
board has reached out to 
legal counsel about this mat-
ter. 

The board also voted to 
reappoint Walker as a mem-
ber of the board of directors. 

Finance update
Fitzgerald said Marcia 

Bohinc ,  the  temporary 
accountant, has provided an 
expenditure summary and is 
continuing to make reconcil-
iations to past fiscal years. 
He said there will be some 
end of year shuffling over the 
next couple of weeks, and 
there was $111,695 left in the 
fiscal year 2026 budget as of 
the meeting date, or a little 
less than 1% of the budget, 
before the next fiscal year 
starts. 

He said the new budget 
has been put into VADAR, 
and there will be a focus on 
budget discipline, with only 
department heads in charge 
of specific line items to 
expend the budget. 

Walker asked why the 
veterans’ budget was slight-
ly overspent, and Fitzgerald 

Board discusses regional 
dispatch contract

summer reading program

FinCom 
finalizes 
year end 
transfers
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

R U T L A N D  –  T h e 
Finance Committee met last 
Thursday to vote on various 
year-end transfer requests 
to finalize their acceptances 
following the Select Board 
voting favorably on them at 
their June 22 meeting. 

Year end transfers are 
allowed to happen in the last 
month of the fiscal year, and 
must be approved by both 
boards.

The first transfer request 
was for $90,000 to be trans-
ferred from Highway wages 
to the snow and ice account. 

Members of the com-
mittee asked why there was 
that much money left in 
the account, and Fire Chief 
Seth Knipe said there was a 
transfer at a fall special town 
meeting to fund for a whole 
year of highway wages, and 
the $90,000 is surplus. 

Another request was for 
$64,000 to be transferred 
from the Town Planner sal-
ary to legal costs for town 
counsel. Town Administrator 
Heather Butler said there is 
a $37,000 debt to KP Law, 
and it is likely that the June 
bill will be between $15,000-
$20,000 because of a spe-
cial town meeting and labor 
counsel.

Butler said there were 
some discussions about 
charging the bills associat-
ed with labor counsel to a 
$360,000 stabilization fund 
for unemployment and work-

By Ellenor Downer
Editor

edowner@turley.com

O A K H A M  –  T h e 
Fobes Memorial Library, 4 
Maple St., kicked off their 
summer reading program 
with Kid’s Fest held last 
Saturday, June 27.

S p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e 
Fr iends of  the  Fobes 
Library, Kid’s Fest offered 
many activities for peo-
ple of all ages not just for 
the children. The Bounce 
House was a child favor-
ite as was the chance to 
climb into one of Oakham 
Fire Department’s trucks, 
Engine 1.

There was a bubble sta-
tion. Children and adults 
enjoyed this. It was a chal-
lenge to see, who could 
make the largest bub-
bles. One woman briefly 
encased her upper torso 
within a large bubble. 
Another used a wand to 
make a bubble over a yard 
long.

T h e  F a m i l y  F a r m 
Education Center, located 
in Oakham, brought several 
animals including a rabbit 
some ducks. Ray, a friendly 
sheep, walked around the 
library grounds meeting 
people. 

The center, run by Jen 
Keaney and Beth Cogoli, 

is a nonprofit farm serving 
children, teens and adults 
with intellectual and devel-
opmental differences, men-
tal health challenges and 
those on the autism spec-
trum. 

Anyone – children, 
teens and adults – interest-
ed in the summer reading 
program may register at 
the library. They then track 
their reading over the sum-
mer.

As they read a book, 
they earn entries or chanc-
es to spin the prize wheel 
for various prizes such as 

Turley Publications photos by Ellenor Downer

Julia and Lyra enjoyed time at the drawing table inside the Fobes 
Memorial Library during Kid’s Fest held Saturday, June 27.

Kid’s Fest kicks off

See RUTLAND, page 7
See KID’S FEST, 

page 8

See HUBBARDSTON, 
page 6

See CREATIVE 
page 6 See BARRE page 7

Turley Photo by 
Ryan Drago 

Five-year-old 
Beauden 
testing his 
coaster with a
Ping-Pong 
ball. 	
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Barre Dining Center

BARRE — Elder Services of 
Worcester Area Nutrition Program 
welcomes guests to dine at the Barre 
Senior Center, 557 South Barre Road. 
The following meals will be served for 
the week of July 6. Lunches are back at 
the senior center, but require a pre-sign 
up. Volunteers are needed at the Barre 
dining site. Volunteers are needed for 
Meals on Wheels (mileage reimburse-
ment) and in the kitchen. People should 
contact 978-355-5027.    

MONDAY –  Roast pork with gravy, 
cranberry stuffing, jardiniere vegeta-
bles, Mandarin oranges, whole wheat 
bread

TUESDAY – Shepherd’s pie, car-
rots, peas, fruited ambrosia, Italian 
bread

WEDNESDAY – Baked potato with 
chili and cheese, broccoli, sour cream, 
chocolate mousse, pumpernickel bread

THURSDAY – Beef with onions 
and peppers, herbed potato, honey 
glazed carrots, fresh fruit, sandwich roll

FRIDAY –  Buttermilk chicken, red 
bliss potatoes, mixed vegetables, cin-
namon streusel, diet = Lorna Doones, 
Italian bread

*Higher sodium entree Meal 
includes milk and margarine. Menus 
are subject to change. All meals are 
served at about 11:45 a.m. each week-
day. Reservations should be made the 
day before by calling 978-355-5027 
before 10:30 a.m. The donation of 
$3.00 per meal helps keep the pro-
gram running.  

Editorial deadline 
reminder

Deadline for e-mailed press releases is 
noon on Monday. Deadline for hard copy 
is noon on Friday. 

Purple Heart Day set for Aug. 7
A Purple Heart Day Ceremony  takes 

place Friday, Aug. 7 at  9 a.m. at South Barre 
Common, Prisoner of War Corners, South 
Barre. Purple Heart Day is observed on Aug. 
7 each year and is a time for Americans to 
pause to remember and honor the brave men 
and women who were either wounded on 
the battlefield or paid the ultimate sacrifice 
with their lives. Purple Heart Day is also 
known as National Purple Heart Day, Purple 
Heart Recognition Day and Purple Heart 
Appreciation Day. Purple Heart Towns across 
Massachusetts typically hold official cere-
monies and flag-raising on or around Aug. 7 
to recognize the date in 1782 when General 
George Washington created the Badge of 
Military Merit.

Barre is officially designated as a Purple 
Heart Town, a title recognizing local com-
bat-wounded veterans and honoring their 
sacrifices.

Bruins mascot 
The Boston Bruins teamed up with librar-

ies across the Commonwealth to encour-
age children and teens to keep reading over 
the summer. On Tuesday, July 21 at 3 p.m., 
Blades will join readers for a story, some 
game day fun and crafts. Participants can 
design and make their own Bruins fan button, 
take pictures at the ice rink photo station, 
and more. A special library poster featuring 
Bruins player Jeremey Swayman will also be 
available.  Note: The incorrect time was in 
last week’s edition.

Library programs
As part of its Summer Reading Program, 

Woods Memorial Library, 19 Pleasant St., 
invites community members to attend two 
free educational programs celebrating the 
natural world and the importance of environ-
mental stewardship. Both events are free and 
open to all. On Saturday, July 18 at 11 a.m., 
Master Gardener Gretel Anspach will present 
“New England Native Flora.” The following 
Saturday, July 25 at 11 a.m., the library will 
host “Seeding the Future: Why Local Farms 
Matter” with Dave Reed, Executive Director 
of Central Mass Grown. This informative 
discussion examines the vital role local farms 
play in supporting healthy communities, pro-
tecting the environment and strengthening the 
local economy. 

Special Town Election
The Town Clerk’s office will be open on 

Friday, July 17 from 9 a.m-5 p.m. for the 
last day and time to register to vote and for 
in person absentee voting for this election 
fo those who qualify. The Special Election 
takes place Tuesday, July 28 from noon-6 
p.m. The sole election question on the ballot 
seeks to allow exemption from the provisions 
of Proposition 2 ½ the amounts to pay for 
the bond issued to purchase a 10-wheeled 
dump truck including all other incidental 
costs for the Department of Public Works. 
Vote by mail applications are also available. 
The Town Clerk’s office will be open from 
9 a.m-5 p.m. on Tuesday, July 21 for vot-
ers to submit applications. The Town Clerk 
announces Special Town Election deadlines. 
Friday, July 17 at 5 p.m. is the last day to 
register to vote. Mail in registrations must 
also be post marked no later than this day. 
Tuesday, July 21 at 5 p.m. is the last day to 
apply for a Mail In Ballot. Monday, July 
27 at noon is the last day to vote in person 
absentee for those who qualify.

Tuesday,  July 28 pol ls  are  open 
from noon-6 p.m. for in person voting. 
Applications are available from the Town 
Clerk’s Office or online at www.townofbarre.
com and need to be filled out completely, 
signed and received by the Town Clerk’s 
Office by the deadline. All voted ballots must 
be returned to Town Clerk Office by July 28 
from 6 p.m. Ballots can not be mailed after 
the deadline.

For more information, people may visit 
the town website at www.townofbarre.com, 
email the Town Clerk at clerk@townofbarre.
com or call 978-355-2504, extension 5. 

Senior cookout takes place July 3
The Oakham Council on Aging will hold 

and Independence Day cookout on Friday 
July 3 at 12:30 p.m. in the Senior Center, 
lower level of Town Hall. Seniors should sign 
up so they have an accurate head count and 
indicate any side dishes they are bringing.

Summer band concerts 
The next summer band concert series is 

Thursday, July 9 from 6:30-8 p.m. on the 
Oakham Common, corner of Maple Street 
and Coldbrook Road. The band is the 
Traveling Homebodies. The Friends of the 
Oakham Bandstand sell popcorn, drinks and 
ice cream. Other Thursday concert dates 
include: July 23 The Long Run: Songs of the 
Eagles, Aug. 13 The Cropdusters and Aug. 20 
The Otters.

Library events
Terrific Tuesday takes place on Tuesday, 

July 7 from 11 a.m.-noon with  DIY Graffiti 
Fences at the Fobes Memorial Library, 4 
Maple St. All materials are provided. No 
registration is required. Other dates include 
July 14 from 11 a.m.-noon stamped clay 
decorations, July 21 from 11 a.m.-noon DIY 
nature wands and July 28 from 11 a.m.-
noon DIY wind chimes. Terrific Tuesdays 
Program is made possible by the fundraising 
efforts of the Friends of the Fobes Memorial 
Library, Inc.

Senior Center events
The Council on Aging meeting takes 

place on Friday July 10 at noon in the voting 
room at Oakham Town Hall, 2 Coldbrook 
Road. Lunch Bunch will be meeting at 308 
Lakeside, Route 9, East Brookfield on Friday 
July 17 at 12:30 p.m. People should sign up 
in the Senior Center or call 508-882-4073 so 
they can make the appropriate reservation. 
Podiatry clinic will be held Monday, July 
20 from 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m., by appointment 
only. Blood pressure/glucose screening will 
be held Tuesday, July 28 from 11a.m.-1 p.m., 
no appointment needed.

Ongoing activities include puzzling 
Monday through Thursday at 9 a.m., reg-
ularly scheduled yoga Tuesdays at 1 p.m., 
Zumba Gold in New Braintree Town Hall 
Wednesdays at 8:45 a.m. $3 per class and 
Functional fitness class Fridays in New 
Braintree Town Hall at 10:30 a.m., $3 per 
class Walking groups and weigh in on 
Thursdays at noon. 

Congregate hot meals
Congregate hot meals are held Monday 

through Thursday at 11:15 a.m. Reservations 
are needed at least two days in advance and 
can be made through the Congregate Meal 
Coordinator from 9 a.m.-12.15 p.m. by call-
ing 508-882-4072. 

OAKHAM
by Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

Attorneys Lori Granat  

and Michelle Murray  
have moved to Worcester. 

Now accepting new  
clients at:
RUDOLF SMITH LLP 
(508) 425-6330

446 Main Street, Suite 1503 
Worcester, MA 

www.mvsllp.com The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

Oakham Concert season underway

Turley Publications photo by Ellenor Downer

People enjoy the first concert of the season in Oakham. The next concert 
will be Thursday, July 9 from 6:30-8 p.m. and features the Traveling 
Homebodies.

Cousins Cora and Lizzie enjoy the first concert of the season in Oakham 
last Thursday night. Reggie, Lizzie’s family Old English sheep dog, enjoyed 
the concert too.

Special Town Election is set for July 28
BARRE – The Town Clerk’s 

office will be open on Friday, 
July 17 from 9 a.m-5 p.m. for 
the last day and time to register 
to vote and for in person absen-
tee voting for this election fo 
those who qualify.

The Special Election takes 
place Tuesday, July 28 from 
noon-6 p.m.

The election questions seeks 
to allow exemption from the 
provisions of Proposition 2 ½ 
the amounts to pay fro the bond 
issued to purchase a 10-wheeled 

dump t ruck including a l l 
other incidental costs for the 
Department of Public Works. 

Vote by mail applications are 
also available.

The Town Clerk’s office will 
be open from 9 a.m-5 p.m. on 
Tuesday, July 21 for voters to 
submit applications. 

The Town Clerk announces 
Special Town Election dead-
lines. 

Friday, July 17 at 5 p.m. is 
the last day to register to vote. 
Mail in registrations must also 

be post marked no later than this 
day.

Tuesday, July 21 at 5 p.m. is 
the last day to apply for a Mail 
In Ballot. Monday, July 27 at 
noon is the last day to vote in 
person absentee for those who 
qualify.

Tuesday, July 28 polls are 
open from noon-6 p.m. for in 
person voting. 

Applications are available 
from the Town Clerk’s Office 
or online at www.townofbarre.
com and

need to be filled out com-
pletely, signed and received by 
the Town Clerk’s Office by the 
deadline. 

All voted ballots must be 
returned to Town Clerk Office 
by July 28 from 6 p.m. Ballots 
can not be mailed after the dead-
line.

For more information, peo-
ple may visit the town website 
at www.townofbarre.com, email 
the Town Clerk at clerk@town-
ofbarre.com or call 978-355-
2504, extension 5. 
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PUBLIC 
MEETINGS

BARRE

Board of Assessors – July 7 at 6 p.m.
Felton Field Commission – July 7 at 

6:30 p.m.
Planning Board – July 7 and July 21 

at 7 p.m.
Library Trustees – July 8 at 6:30 p.m.
Board of Health – July 13 at 5 p.m.
Water Commission – July 13 at 5:30 

p.m.
DPW Commission – July 13 at 6 p.m.
Conservation Committee – July 14 at 

7 p.m.
Select Board – July 15 at 5 p.m.
Cemetery Commission – July 23 at 

11 a.m.
Special Town Election – July 28 from 

noon-6 p.m.
Cable Advisory Committee – Aug. 11 

at 7 p.m.

HARDWICK

Paige Library Trustees – July 2 at 7 
p.m.

Recycling Commission –  July 7 at 
6:30 p.m.

Gilbertville Public Library – July 8 at 
3 p.m.

Historical Commission – July 8 at 
4:30 p.m.

Master Plan Steering Committee – 
July 9 at 6:30 p.m. 

Planning Board – July 14 at 6:30 p.m.
Conservation Commission – July 15 

at 6:30 p.m.
Capital Planning Committee – July 20 

at 3 p.m.
Gilbertville Water District – July 21 at 

5:30 p.m.
Board of Health – July 21 at 6 p.m.

HUBBARDSTON

Board of Library Trustees – July 2 
and July 9 at 7 p.m.

Conservation Commission – July 7 at 
7 p.m.

Council on Aging – July 15 at 4 p.m.
Board of Assessors – July 15 at 6 p.m.
Planning Board – July 16 at 6:30 p.m.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
Rep. Donnie Berthiaume office hour 

– July 8 at 1:30
Planning Board – July 8 at 6 p.m.

PETERSHAM

Select Board – July 2 at 6 p.m., July 
9, July 16 and July 23 at 5:30 p.m. and 
Sept.12 at 10 a.m.

Zoning Board of Appeals – July 2 at 
7 p.m. 

O p e n  S p a c e  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n 
Committee – July 7 at 6 p.m.

Conservation Commission – July 7 at 
7 p.m.

Petersham Historic District – July 9 
at 6 p.m.

Cemetery Commission – July 14 at 
11 a.m

Board of Health – July 14 at 6:30 p.m.
Board of Assessors – July 24 at 9 a.m.
Council on Aging – Aug. 10 at 10:30 

a.m.

RUTLAND

Finance Committee – July 9 at 6 p.m. Corrections policy
The Barre Gazette will gladly correct 

factual errors that appear in this paper. 
Corrections or clarifications will always 
appear on Page 2. To  request a correction, 
send information to Editor Ellenor 
Downer at edowner@turley.com or call 
413-283-8393. Corrections may also be 
requested in writing at Barre Gazette, 24 
Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069.

Dinghy Dash happens Aug. 22
The ninth annual Dinghy Dash takes place 

on Saturday, Aug. 22 on Brigham Pond at 10 
a.m. This year, there are three categories to 
choose from: single occupant adult, single 
occupant youth and group vessel. People may 
visit the town website at www.hubbardston-
ma.gov for official entry forms and rules. The 
entry deadline is Monday, Aug.17.

Library K run/walk
The 29th Annual Hubbardston Library 5K 

run/walk takes place Saturday Sept. 12 at 9 
a.m. sharp, rain or shine. This annual event 
represents more than a quarter century of  
community support for the library, approach-
ing $95,000 raised for ongoing operations. 
The race is an out and back course starting 
and finishing at the Hubbardston Center 
School. Applications for the event will be 
available online at the Hubbardston Library 
website. The registration fee for the fund-
raising event is $25 and $30 for those who 
register after Sunday, Aug. 2. Long sleeve 
cotton race shirts will be provided to the first 
100 registered runners.  Awards to overall 1st 
place Male/Female Runners and Walkers as 
well as medals/prizes to age group winners 
will be provided.  Prizes are possible due to 
the generous donations of local businesses 
and individuals. For additional information 
on this event, interested runners/walkers or 
donors may call Mark Wigler, Race Director 
at 978-928-5120 or email MTWigler@gmail.
com. The 2025 Race/Walk raised over $4,100 
for support of the library’s activities and 
Scholarship Fund. 

Senior Center events
All artists are welcome to attend the art 

group at the Hubbardston Senior Center every 
Friday from 9-11 a.m. A new activity at the 
Senior Center is the Creative Needle and 
Thread activity every Friday from 9 a.m.-
noon. All are invited to bring projects, such 
as embroidery, cross stitch, sewing and quilt-
ing. Questions may be directed to Michelle 
at 508-450-4476. Yarn-It-All group meets 
from 10 a.m.-noon. Knitting and crocheting 
projects will be worked on, and those who 
have questions will get help from others who 
attend. Games of Pitch are held the second 
and fourth Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m. and the 
first and third Fridays at 6:30 p.m. Cribbage 
is played every Thursday at 12:30 p.m., 
Bingo is every Monday at 12:30 p.m. and Wii 
Bowling is every Monday and Thursday at 9 
a.m. Functional Exercise Classes are held at 
the Senior Center Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 9:30-10:30 a.m.  

HUBBARDSTON
by Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

   Have A Wonderful 
4th of July Weekend!

Cormier Jewelers
is closed for vacation. 

We will re-open 
Tuesday, July 7th 

at 10:30 a.m.

152 Main St., Spencer • 508-885-3385
www.cormierspencer.com

Tues., Wed., Fri 10-5 • Thurs. 10-6 • Sat. 10-2
Closed Sun. & Mon.

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing
• Emergency Services
• Firewood $285/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation • 60 Ton Crane

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

BARRE – The next 
two Barre Food Pantry 
distributions will occur on 
Wednesday July 8 from 
10-11:30 a.m. and on 
Thursday, July 16 from 
5:30-7 p.m.  

Clients are invited to 
pick up groceries from the 
food pantry either in the 
morning on Wednesday, 
July 8 or in the evening on 
Thursday, July16, which-
ever is more convenient for 
them.

The Barre Food Pantry 
volunteers strive to contin-
ue to fulfill their mission 
to get food to hungry and 
food insecure clients.   The 
pantry must also continue 
to protect clients, volun-
teers and the larger com-
munity from the spread of 
disease viruses.  

Many clients and vol-
unteers are classified as 
high-risk due to their age 
and/or underlying health 
conditions. The Barre Food 
Pantry Board of Directors 
has considered changing 
how the pantry currently 
operates, but has decided 

that the most responsible 
path forward is to continue 
to operate as we have since 
March of 2020.

In order to maintain safe 
physical distances between 
volunteers and between 
volunteers and clients July 
8 and July 16 will again 
be  “drive-through” style 
distributions. 

Clients will line up in 
their vehicles on Park 
Street and proceed into the 
right hand (east) entrance 
driveway of the Barre 
Congregational Church.  

They will remain in 
their cars. They’ll drive up 
and be checked in by a vol-
unteer, then continue up to 
the church building where 
their groceries will be put 
into the trunk or wayback 
of their vehicle by volun-
teers at multiple stations.

Based on the success 
of distributions so far, 
the Food Pantry volun-
teers believe this “drive-
through” style is the safest 
possible way to get food 
to clients and to help keep 
everyone well.

On Tuesday night, July 
7 at 5 p.m. the Barre Food 
Pantry will be gathering 
volunteers at the Barre 
Congregational Church to 
unload incoming grocer-
ies from their truck, to sort 
through donated groceries, 
to pre-fill grocery bags and 
in other ways to prepare for 
the distribution the follow-
ing morning. 

If people can help pitch 
in for an hour on the July, 
7, they should call Sonja 
Blaney at 978-355-6921.  

They should not arrive 
to volunteer on July 7, 8th 
or 16 without first call-
ing either Sonja Blaney at 
978-355-6921‬ or Chuck 
Radlo at 978-355-6463.

Because  condi t ions 
have been changing rap-
idly, please continue to 
check for updates on the 
Barre Food Pantry web-
site: http://www.barre-
foodbank.org/index.htm 
and the Barre Food Pantry 
Facebook page:

h t t p s : / / w w w. f a c e -
book.com/Barre-Food-
Pantry-100156068300314/.

Barre Food Pantry holds distributions

Community Preservation Commmittee 
discusses grant for former church repairs
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

H U B B A R D S T O N 
–  T h e  C o m m u n i t y 
Preservation Committee 
d i scussed  a  gran t  to 
start repairs at the First 
Meetinghouse at 2 Main 
St., where the First Parish 
Unitarian Church stands. 

T h e  T o w n  o f 
Hubbardston has taken 
over control of the build-
ing, and there is a First 
Meetinghouse Preservation 
Committee appointed late 
last year that is working to 
put the building into use 
again. 

Susan Worth, who is a 
member of that committee 
along with a member of the 
Community Preservation 
Committee as the repre-
sentative from the Open 
Space Committee, spoke 
on behalf of the First 
Meetinghouse Preservation 
Committee at the CPC’s 
June 25 meeting. 

Worth said there is 
a grant from the Mass 
Historical Commission, 
where the Community 
Preservation Act funds can 
be used to match $100,000 
for the grant, front another 
$50,000, and get a reim-
bursement back so the 
total grant money equals 
$250,000 for the town to 
use for the building. 

Worth said there should 
be approximately $210,000 
in undesignated funds, 
enough to cover the match. 

Worth said this applica-
tion would not get to the 
MHC until March of 2027, 
and the awards come out in 
June 2027. She said it is a 
competitive grant, but even 
if the town does not get it, 
they would still have funds 
to make a dent in costs 
associated with repairs. 

Daniel le  Arakel ian, 
chair of the CPC said 
before the town asks voters 
at town meeting to approve 
the funds for the match, 
there needs to be consult-
ing and cost estimates for 
what needs to be repaired. 

Arakelian said if they 
are asking town meet-
ings to take about 50% of 
the funds without a plan 
in place, they might not 
be good stewards of the 
money. Worth said there 
is a CPA administration 
account with $5,000 in it 
that can be put toward con-
sulting costs. 

Arakelian also said 
there is a list of historical 
architects and consultants 
provided by MHC that 
should be contacted before 
the plan is approved by the 
CPC, so they can have an 
idea of how much a fea-
sibility or damage study 
would be, and get gener-
al estimates for how much 
it would cost to do certain 
repairs, such as water infil-
tration and bowing of the 
building, which are prior-
ities of the preservation 
committee.

Worth said there are 
needs seen by the MHC, 

including the potential of 
loss and destruction, along 
with demonstrated finan-
cial needs. 

Arakelian said the com-
mittee needs some more 
detail about the needs and 
what the funds will go 
toward before accepting it. 
She said without an outside 
review, it could be seen as 
putting tax dollars toward a 
project with no plans. 

Worth also said there 
was a study done about 
the building in 2025, but 
Arakelian said it was only 
a preliminary study to 
determine whether it was 
historic, and it was not 
detailed enough.

“Do we want to solve 
this problem, or are we 
gonna push this down the 
road?” Worth said. 

Arakelian said it is not 
pushing it down the road, 
but the request is for a lot 
of money, and an architec-
tural study is needed, simi-
lar to one conducted for the 
library. 

Worth said there is a 
vision, and this is a chance 
for a timeline to work, but 
Arakelian said the grant 
opens yearly. Arakelian 
also said the cost of all of 
the repairs is going to be 
more than the grant awards. 

The  commit tee  se t 
a meeting on Aug. 5 to 
revisit this topic, and give 
Worth time to contact 
architects and get some 
quotes on the costs of 
repairs. 

Bruins Mascot Blades visits Woods Memorial Library
BARRE – The Boston Bruins 

teamed up with libraries across 
the Commonwealth to encourage 
children and teens to keep read-
ing over the summer. 

Woods Memorial Library, 
19 Pleasant St., is one of just 
12 public libraries selected to 
receive a special summer reading 
visit from Bruins mascot Blades.

On Tuesday, July 21 at 3 
p.m., Blades will join readers for 
a story, some game day fun and 
crafts. Participants can design 
and make their own Bruins fan 

button, take pictures at the ice 
rink photo station and more. 

A special library poster fea-
turing Bruins player Jeremey 
Swayman will also be avail-
able.   Summer reading is one 
of the best ways to help chil-
dren and teens avoid the “sum-
mer slide” and maintain skills 
they’ve learned over the aca-
demic year. 

It also helps them grow the 
skills required for their 
next year in school. Studies 
have shown that children, 

who read just four books over 
the summer, fare better in the fall 
on reading comprehension tests 
than their peers who read one or 
no books. 

The Boston Bruins have 
been teaming up with the 
Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners since 2009 for 
the annual Summer Library 
Program, When You Read, You 
Score.   Since then, millions of 

children, teens and adults have 
participated in this statewide 
program.

The Sta tewide  Summer 
Library Program is sponsored 
by a local library, 
the Massachusetts 
Board of Library 
C o m m i s s i o n e r s , 
the Massachusetts 
Library System and 
the Boston Bruins.

U.S. Air Force band 
to perform on July 5

NEW BRAINTREE – The U.S. Air Force 
Heritage of America Band will perform under 
the newly built pavilion on the town green on 
Sunday, July 5 at 2:30 p.m.

This free event is part of the town’s 
275th and nation’s 250th anniversary cele-
brations organized by the 275th Anniversary 
Committee.

People are encouraged to bring lawn chairs, 
blankets and snacks. 



Page 4  •  Barre Gazette  • July 2, 2026

Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy
Letters to the editor 

should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will 
be published. We require 
letter writers to include his 
or her town of residence 
and home telephone num-
ber. We must authenticate 
authorship prior to publi-
cation. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to be 
libelous or contain unsub-
stantiated allegations, per-
sonal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Barre Gazette, 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 01069 or 
via email to edowner@tur-
ley.com. The deadline for 
submissions is Friday at 
noon.

PERIODICAL POSTAGE 
PAID AT BARRE, MA

The Barre Gazette is a 
weekly newspaper pub-

lished every Thursday 
by Barre Gazette, Inc., 

with offices located at 5 
Exchange St., Barre, MA 
01005 and at 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 01069. 
Telephone at 978-355-

4000 or FAX at 978-355-
6274. USPS number is 

044-560. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to:

Barre Gazette, 24 Water St.
 Palmer, MA 01069

$1.00 per copy
Subscription rate: $33 for 

one year, 
$44 for two years

Out of State: $38 for one 
year, 

$54 for two years 

EDITOR
Ellenor Downer

edowner@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Dan Flynn

dflynn@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The Barre Gazette (USPS 044560) 
is published every Thursday by 

Turley Publications, Inc., 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. 

Telephone (413) 283-8393, 
Fax  (413) 289-1977. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to Turley Publications, Inc., 

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. 

WEB
barregazette.
turley.com

PHONE
(413) 283-8393

ADDRESS
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

BARRE GAZETTEOpinion

In Past Pages

Photo by John Kunhardt

Northern yellow warbler

J o h n  K u n h a r d t  o f 
Belchertown took this photo 
of a northern yellow war-
bler near Lake Wallace in 
Belchertown. 

Northern yellow war-
blers are small, evenly pro-
portioned songbirds with 
medium-length tails and 
rounded heads. They are 
4.7 to 5.1 inches long. For 
a warbler, the straight, thin 
bill is relatively large.

Northern yellow war-
blers are uniformly yellow 
birds. Males are a bright, 
egg-yolk yellow with red-
dish streaks on the under-
parts. Females are also 
yellow but appear slightly 
duller. 

Both sexes flash yellow 
patches in the tail. The face 
is unmarked, accentuating 
the large black eye.

People may look for 
these warblers near the tops 
of tall shrubs and small 
trees. 

They forage restless-
ly, with quick hops along 
small branches and twigs to 
glean caterpillars and other 
insects. Males sing their 
sweet, whistled songs from 
high perches.

Northern yellow war-
blers breed in shrubby 
thickets and woods, partic-
ularly along watercourses 
and in wetlands. Common 
trees include willows, alders 
and cottonwoods across 
North America 

In winter these war-
blers inhabit a variety of 
wooded habitats including 
mangroves, deciduous for-
ests and tropical evergreen 
forests, as well as gardens, 
town plazas, second growth, 
brushy pastures, hedgerows, 
agricultural lands and plan-
tations.

Their song sounds like 
“sweet-sweet-sweet, I’m so 
sweet.” 

Yellow warblers usually 
build their nests in shrubs or 
small trees, typically 3 to 10 
feet above the ground. The 
nest is often placed in dense 
foliage, making it difficult 
for predators to spot.

They commonly select 
willows, alders or other 
shrubs near water. The sur-
rounding leaves provide 
camouflage and protection 
from harsh weather.

A typical yellow warbler 
clutch contains about three 
to five pale greenish or blu-
ish white eggs with small 
brown or gray speckles.

The female incubates the 
eggs for roughly 11 to 12 
days, rarely leaving the nest 
except to feed. Once the 
chicks hatch, both parents 
help feed them. 

Feeding mealworms
After seeing a pair of 

bluebirds, I started putting 
out mealworms on the pic-
nic table every day. I fig-
ured   black bears would not 
bother with mealworms. 

I was right and the birds 
ate them up quickly. Yes, 
the bluebirds came for the 
mealworms, but so did two 
catbirds and a male robin.

The other day the pair of 
catbirds landed on the table 
as I spread out the meal-
worms. I’ve noticed them 
check the table for meal-

worms before I put them 
out.

Red-shouldered hawk
A  w o m a n  i n 

Montgomery reported a 
red-shouldered hawk in her 
yard. It’s one of the most 
distinctively marked com-
mon hawks with barred red-
dish-peachy underparts and 
a strongly banded tail. 

Wild turkey encounter
My daughter, Paula, was 

walking her dog, JoJo on 
the rail trail in Gilbertville 
along the river. A hen turkey 
was hidden on the side of 
the trail. She states, “When 
JoJo and I ran by, she flew 
up. One of the babies pan-
icked and started running 
after mom flew off, which 
caused mom to charge at us 
making a bunch of noise.”

She states, “JoJo and I 
sprinted a good 20 feet 
before she decided we 
weren’t a threat anymore.”

She continues, “But this 
was definitely the closes 
encounter we’ve ever had. 
JoJo now ranks turkeys in 
the ‘scary’ category along 
with Canada geese.”

Brimfield birds
A Brimfield resident 

emailed, “A pair of yel-
low-bell ied sapsuckers 
spent a few days visiting a 
native dogwood tree in the 
yard awhile back. And we 
have seen a few warblers, 
a common yellowthroat 
checked me out when I was 
working in the garden yes-
terday. We have at least two 
male hummingbirds visiting 
the yard and feeders and at 
least one female.” 

He stated, “I saw a 
female rose-breasted gros-
beak collecting nesting 
material so I’m going to 
look for a nest. Several 
years ago I found a gros-
beak nest near our shed.”

Osprey
The Brimfield resident 

stated in his email, “The 
Osprey nest in Warren looks 
like the chicks have hatched 
based on the behavior of an 
adult at the nest yesterday. 
In the past it is usually mid 
June before I see chicks 
in the nest. When they are 
very young osprey chicks 
mostly lay down in the nest 
waiting to be fed.” 

He reported four great 
blue heron nests at the pond 
I visit in Warren where the 
Ospreys nest.

The Brimfield resident 
also stated, “The Allen Bird 
Club of Springfield does 
a spring bird count each 
year in mid May. We use 
the Christmas Bird Count 
count circle, I have cov-
ered Ludlow since 1989. I 
only managed 50 species 
this year, partly because my 
hearing isn’t what it use to 
be.”

He stated,  “I did man-
age to find a Tennessee 
and Parula warbler, about a 
dozen yellow-rumped war-
blers, two common loons, 
one each solitary and spot-
ted sandpiper and a black-
billed cuckoo. I hadn’t seen 
a cuckoo in a few years.”

People may report a 
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com 
or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005. The Palmer office 
has a new phone system and 
I will be getting an exten-
sion where messages may 
be left. I will publish the 
number as soon as it is set 
up.

5 years (July 8, 2021)

The Barre  Board  of 
Selectmen discussed the 
paving of the Ruggles Lane 
School parking lot with 
Quabbin Regional School 
District Superintendent Dr. 
Sheila Muir and Director 
of Administrative Services 
Cheryl Duval. After talking 
with the paving provid-
ers, DPW superintendent 
Jason Pimental found the 
cost estimate for paving the 
main school parking lot was 
$84,000, higher than the 
$61,000 estimate. The total 
figure of $120,000, which 
included drainage and pav-
ing the schoolyard as well, 
was correct. If the Selectmen 
waited for a Special Town 
Meeting in the fall to get 
the additional money for the 
project, it would be past the 
paving season. Selectman 
Maureen Marshall  said, 
“Let’s do it right, if have to 
wait until spring.” The town 
has $50,000 for the paving 
and for $70,000 more can 
get the parking lot, play-

ground and drainage done. 
Selectman Dylan Clark said 
it made sense to hold off 
to spring. The board voted 
to table action on paving 
the school parking lot until 
spring. 

“Enjoy what you are 
doing,” says Pauline Dwelly 
of Oakham. She has lived by 
that motto all her life doing 
the two things she enjoys the 
most taking care of babies 
and making quilts, and those 
joys filled her days with the 
best kind of work, labors of 
love. She realized the joy of 
babies when she did babysit-
ting during her teenage 
years. Then after she mar-
ried Ralph in 1955, she had 
the joy of caring for her own 
babies, two boys and a girl 
but realized it wasn’t sensible 
to go on having baby after 
baby, so in 1968 when her 
youngest was 5, she decid-
ed to apply to Children’s 
Friends, an adoption agency 
in Worcester, to be a care-
giver for newborns await-
ing adoption. That started 

her baby career, quilts came 
later. It was an exciting day 
when Children’s Friends sent 
them home with their first 
newborn, the first of 27, a 
little girl they named Cindy. 
Pauline gave every baby 
a name and even though it 
was just a child’s temporary 
name that would be changed 
after adoption, having a name 
made each one someone spe-
cial, it gave them individual-
ity while they were with her.

A caravan of about 26 
vintage Stanley steamers 
stopped on Barres Common 
Tuesday, June 29. The own-
ers, who lived up and down 
the eastern United States 
were on tour sponsored 
by the Stanley Museum, 
Southbridge. After the stop in 
Barre center, the group head-
ed for The Cross in Barre. 
The late John Hardy, who 
built the Cross, was friends 
with some of them. Over 
the years, he found parts for 
their vintage cars.  Dennis 

Look Back Barre 225th Anniversary – 1974

File photo

Contestants in the Barre 225th Anniversary tricycle race have a practice 
run. Barre selectman Frank J. Gromelski is the second from the left.
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in my

By Ellenor Downer

My husband and I were 
sitting on the porch reminisc-
ing.  

To be honest I felt a bit 
melancholy. Where has time 
gone?  

With empty nesting feel-
ing like it’s right around the 
corner, it’s easy to drift back 
in time and wish just for a 
moment that the kids were 
little again.  

Boy, did we read lots 
of books. I remember one 
of the girls’ favorites was 
“Butterfly Count” by Sneed 
B. Collard III.  

In honor of “days gone 
by,” enjoy this column right 
out of the archives

The basic premise of 
the book highlights the 
North American Butterfly 
Association’s Fourth of July 
butterfly count with a sim-
ple story of a mother and 
daughter counting butterflies 
at a prairie restoration site 
named after the girl’s great 
great-grandmother Nora 

Belle.  
When Nora traveled west 

as a child, “regal fritillaries 
by the thousands danced over 
the bluestem grasses, setting 
the prairie afire with butterfly 
wings” yet today they are 

gone, “their prairie homes 
are farms and houses now.” 
The story ends with mother 
and daughter finding the rare 
butterfly in an undisturbed 
area of the preserve, the tiny 
cemetery in which her great 
great-grandparents are bur-
ied.  

Reading the book got me 
thinking about what we could 
do as gardeners to encour-
age healthy butterfly popu-

lations. According to the 
North American Butterfly 
Association it isn’t enough 
to simply choose specific 
flowering “nectar” plants to 
attract butterflies, we must 
also choose plants that will 
feed caterpillars- that way we 
are providing for the entire 

life cycle of the insect.  
Some of the best nec-

tar plants for our area 
include native wild-
flowers such as boneset, 

Joe-pye-weed, milkweed, 
black-eyed Susan and purple 
coneflower. Other common 
wildflowers like hawkweed, 
ox-eye daisy and Queen 
Anne’s Lace make good nec-
tar plants as well.  

Top caterpillar food plants 
for our region include carrot, 
dill, parsley, fennel, milk-
weed, nasturtium and verbe-
na. 

The largest number of but-
terfly species will be drawn 

Reminiscing brings butterflies to mind

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

See PAST PAGES, page 5

See GARDEN, page 5
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Serenity Hill Sampler
by Jane McCauley

to our yards if we imitate 
how plants grow in the wild. 
To do so, we should install 
a diverse mixture of trees, 
shrubs, perennial and annual 
flowers and herbs that bloom 
throughout the growing sea-
son. 

Trees such as aspens, wil-
lows, poplars, and wild cher-
ry make great host plants for 
caterpillars. In addition, they 
give butterflies shelter from 
the wind, protection from 
predators and spots to roost 
at night.  

A good habitat should 
also include some form of 
water source that will pro-
vide butterflies with addition-
al moisture when dew and 
rain are scarce. “The Family 
Butterfly Book” by Rick 
Mikula (Storey Publishing, 
$29.95) offers a fun project 
to make with your kids called 
a waterless pond.  

Line a shallow hole in the 
garden with a trash bag, fill 
it with stones and add water. 
Dew will collect on the rocks 
in the morning and slide 
down the cracks.  

Butterflies can land on the 
rocks and sip water from the 
crevices. Put a narrow band 
of sand around your pond 
and this area will serve dou-
ble-duty as a “puddling sta-
tion,” a place for male but-
terflies to imbibe salts and 
minerals in preparation for 
mating.  

Another important fea-
ture in a butterfly garden is a 
basking station. To be able to 
fly, these solar powered crea-
tures must warm up.  

In fact, Mikula reports 
that their flight muscles must 
achieve 83 degrees before 
lift-off!  

Light colored stepping 
stones placed about the 
garden will reflect the sun, 
allowing the insects upper 

and lower wing surfaces to 
heat up at the same time.   

After researching this 
article I realize just how lit-
tle I know about butterflies. 
Luckily, some of the plants 
mentioned above already 
grow on my property, and 
butterflies often frequent the 
premises.  

For more information 
on or to participate in the 
North American Butterfly 
Association’s butterfly count 
consult their website at www.
naba.org.  

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

It is hard to believe the 
Fourth of July is here.  

The summer will go very 
fast I am sure. I wish the 
winter would.

I have been working in 
our garage where we store a 
lot of things. Trying to down-
size is not easy.  

I also worked on the 
closet that I keep my reci-
pe books and I must have at 
least 100 of those put out by 
area groups and clubs. I real-
ly like those recipes as they 
are tried and true.  

One book I got from 
a local yard sale and is 
called “The New England 
Cookbook.”  I got it when 
the Historical Society was 
cleaning out the Richardson 
estate and having a yard sale.  

There is no cover so I 
do not know the year of the 
booklet, but it has some very 
funny names of recipes, like, 
Apple Roly Poly Pudding, 
Bird’s Nest Pudding, Tipsy 

Topsy Pudding, Fried Shad 
Roe, The Famous Grunts etc.    

The page that had the 
most marks of use on includ-
ed blueberry, frostings , corn 
cakes and gingerbread.

I also have a handwrit-
ten sleeve of recipes that my 
friend Gladys sent me from 
Nova Scotia. 

I  u s e  t o  w o r k  a t 
Woolworth with her in our 
early years and she went 
back to remarry a first hus-
band and has since passed 
away. She was a good cook 
and gave me some of her 
favorite recipes.

I also cleaned out my 
Curio Cabinet and put all my 
favorite hand pained china in 
it. The glassware goes into 
an old jelly cabinet that I got 
at an auction of the Willard 
Slade property many years 
ago.  

I had a man from Barre 
refinish it as it had the old 
red milk paint on it, which 

he kept.
We got some nice needed 

rain and things are growing 
well. There are a lot of day 
lilies coming out.  

I  h a d  a  t e l e p h o n e 
call from a cousin from 
Petersham. Karen reads this 
column and keeps up with 
my progress. 

She plans to come and 
visit. She is a music teacher 
and has the summer off. She 
sang at our youngest daugh-
ters wedding, which was held 
at the Congregational Church 
in Barre.  

Have a nice week and be 
careful as the youngsters are 
out of school now. 

As I drive along Ragged 
Hill Road and notice anyone 
walking with dark clothes on 
it is hard to see them with all 
the foliage out now so they 
need to wear light clothes 
when walking the roads. This 
is just a hint to stay safe.  

Fleming of Barre said, “Boy 
they’re really something.” 
He said, “Some had the old 
acetylene tanks for the head 
lamps. It was such a treat to 
be able to see them driving 
around.” The next stop was 
the Brookfields. 

10 years (July 7, 2016)

The Barre Lions Club 
will host a candidate’s night 
Tuesday, July 26 at 7 p.m. 
in the Barre Town Hall, 
Exchange St. Residents will 
have an opportunity to meet 
the three candidates for board 
of selectmen for a two-year 
term. The special election is 
Tuesday, Aug. 9. Candidates 
include: John M. Lathrop, 
III, 280 Hardwick Road; 
Robert A. Milkman, Jr., 23B 
Maple Lane and Matthew 
D. Urban, 330 Williamsville 
Road. 

The  Vi l lage  Lyceum 
welcomes  the  c r i t i ca l -
ly acclaimed Worcester 
Chamber Music Society 
Saturday, July 9 in a per-
formance of and explo-
ration of the crafting of 
S h o s t a k ov i c h ’s  S t r i n g 
Quartet No. 7 in F-Sharp 
M i n o r .  T h e  p e r f o r -
m a n c e ,  “ S h o s t a kov i c h 
Deconstructed,” will  be 
held in the sanctuary of the 
First Congregational Parish 
Unitarian, on the Town 
Common at 4 p.m. The 
great Russian composer, 
Dimitri Shostakovich, wrote 
15 string quartets, from his 
early 30s until his death 30 
plus years later. These are 
widely known to be auto-
biographical and document 
his political and person-
al struggles. “Shostakovich 
Deconstructed” will be pre-
sented by WCMS musicians 
Krista Buckland Reisner, 
violin; Rohan Gregory, vio-

lin; Peter Sulski, viola and 
cellist, David Russell.

The Friday Market music 
program brings the Green 
Sisters to the town common 
Friday, July 8 from 3-6 p.m. 
with their own local brand 
of roots music, two fiddles, 
string bass and mandolin. 
A dozen vendors offer fresh 
local produce, local eggs, 
garden plants and flowers, 
baked goods, hand-crafted 
soaps and more. The market 
opens at 3 p.m. each Friday 
through mid-October and 
provides an accessible place 
for neighbors to visit, shop 
and enjoy live music on the 
bandstand. Music perfor-
mances are made possible by 
major support from Heywood 
Healthcare, the Community 
Foundation of North Central 
Massachusetts, The Country 
Store and from individual 
local donors.

25 years (July 5, 2001)

Not available

38 years (July 9, 1988)

Dorothy Salminen of 
Hubbardston received the 
Elder Achievement Award 
at the volunteer recogni-
tion dinner last Friday at 
the Hubbardston Senior 
Center. Maude Edwards of 
the Council on Aging med 
the presentation. Dorothy 
was honored for her many 
hours of volunteer services to 
the seniors of Hubbardston. 
She served as treasurer of 
the Golden Age Club and 
was previously in charge 
of the 120 Club and dinner 
a chairman for the Booster 
Club. She is a member of the 
Council on Aging and serves 
on the board of directors at 
Hubbardston House.

The town of Petersham 
recently welcomed back 

Kenneth Richards for a 
memory filled, week long 
visit that was highlighted 
by a reception in his honor 
arranged by long t ime 
friend, John LePoer of Old 
Hardwick Road. Richards 
recently retired to Bainbridge 
Island, Washington. Though 
he left Petersham over 50 
years ago to join the Navy, 
Richards has always held 
strong ties to the Hilltop 
Town. In 1985, he wrote 
“Memories of a Smalltown 
Yankee,” after one of his 
Petersham visits. After serv-
ing 21 years in the Navy, he 
continued in civilian life as 
a meteorologist at the Naval 
Department.

Eight residents attended 
the July 6 Barre Selectmen’s 
meeting to voice their indi-
vidual and collective con-
cerns surrounding contrac-
tor D.A. Robinson’s remov-
al of large amounts of dirt 
and gravel. Mary Petersen of 
South Barre Road present-
ed photos depicting what she 
called “very dramatic” holes 
and hills.” She said these and 
the many avalanches happen-
ing present a safety hazard 
for children riding bicycles. 
Chrissy Thomas of South 
Barre Road said Robinson is 
digging three feet from her 
property line and has “left a 
cliff.” Town Counsel James 
Baird is being consulted for 
professional advice. Attorney 
Paul Cranston joined the 
meeting and introduced him-
self as Robinson’s lawyer. 
Cranston said Robinson has 
been trying to obtain a build-
ing package and is having 
difficulties because of con-
fusion surrounding a septic 
system. Robinson must pre-
pare to install a septic system 
as well as tie-in to the town 
sewer system because “the 
town doesn’t know which 
way it should be done,” 
Cranston said.
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What is local government for?
By Aaron Langlois

This week, the Energy 
Facilities Siting Board 
approved the  Oakham 
Battery Energy Storage 
System. Many people will 
see this as a debate about 
battery storage, renewable 
energy, or climate policy. 
I see something else. I see 
a question about the future 
of local government in 
Massachusetts.

For more than 200 years, 
Massachusetts has prided 
itself on a tradition of local 
self-governance.We elect 
local officials. We hold 
Town Meetings. We appoint 
volunteers to boards and 
commissions.We encour-
age residents to participate 
in decisions affecting their 
communities. We do these 
things because we believe 
local voices matter.

But what happens when 
a community speaks, its 
elected officials speak, its 
appointed boards speak, and 
ultimately none of it chang-
es the outcome? That is the 
question many Oakham res-
idents are asking today.

Throughout this process, 
Oakham residents partici-
pated exactly as they were 
supposed to. The Board of 
Selectmen, Planning Board, 
Conservation Commission, 
Board of Health, and count-
less residents engaged in the 
process in good faith. 

People attended hear-
ings, reviewed documents, 
hired experts, submitted 
comments, testified, and 
volunteered countless hours. 
They engaged because they 
believed their participation 
mattered.

I understand that rea-
sonable people can dis-
agree about this project.
That is not really the point. 
The point is that every city 
and town in Massachusetts 
should be asking itself 
where local government fits 
into this equation.

Today it is a battery 
storage project. Tomorrow 
it could be housing, trans-
mission lines, renewable 
energy projects, transpor-
tation infrastructure, water 
resources, economic devel-
opment or any number of 
issues where state and local 
priorities may conflict. 

The specific project 
is less important than the 
precedent. The question 
is whether local govern-
ment remains a meaning-
ful part of decision-making 
when communities and the 
Commonwealth disagree.

Oakham’s  p l ann ing 
efforts make that question 
particularly difficult to 
ignore. 

The  Commonweal th 
encouraged communities to 
develop Hazard Mitigation 
P l a n s  a n d  M u n i c i p a l 
Vulnerability Preparedness 
Plans. Residents were asked 
to identify environmen-
tal priorities, vulnerable 
resources, and communi-
ty values. We were asked 
what mattered most to our 
town. Oakham answered 
that question through years 
of public participation and 
planning.

Yet many residents are 
left wondering what value 
those efforts have if the pri-
orities identified by a com-
munity carry little weight 
when major decisions are 
ultimately made. If local 
communities do not get to 
decide what environmental 
priorities matter most with-
in their own borders, why 
are we asking them to spend 
years identifying them in 
the first place?

I was also surprised by 
the lack of a broader pub-
lic conversation about what 
this decision means for 
local governance. To my 
knowledge, there was no 
public statement from the 
Massachusetts Municipal 
Association regarding what 
this decision could mean for 
municipal planning, local 
authority, or the role of cit-
ies and towns in state siting 
decisions. 

This is not about whether 
the MMA should have sup-
ported Oakham’s position. 
It is about whether organi-
zations that advocate for 
municipalities should be 
discussing what happens 
when local priorities, local 
boards, and local elected 
officials can be overridden 
so completely.

H a v i n g  p r e v i o u s l y 
served on the MMA Board 
and the Massachusetts 
L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t 
Advisory Commission, 

I have always believed 
that strong local govern-
ment makes Massachusetts 
stronger. Rural commu-
nities already struggle to 
have their voices heard on 
Beacon Hill. We have fewer 
people, fewer resources, and 
less political influence. Yet 
we are still expected to par-
ticipate, volunteer, plan, and 
engage. We do those things 
because we believe they 
matter.

N o b o d y  c a n  s a y 
Oakham failed to partici-
pate. Residents showed up. 
Local boards did their jobs. 
Volunteers gave up eve-
nings and weekends. People 
followed the process exactly 
as they were asked to do. 
The Energy Facilities Siting 
Board still approved the 
project.

The question raised by 
Oakham is not whether bat-
tery storage is good or bad. 
It is not whether one sup-
ports or opposes this partic-
ular project. 

The question is wheth-
er local government in 
Massachusetts still  has 
a meaningful role when 
commun i t i e s  and  t he 
Commonwealth disagree.

Democracy is not limited 
to casting a ballot every few 
years. It depends on citizens 
willing to serve on boards, 
attend meetings, volunteer 
their time, and participate in 
their communities. If those 
efforts are going to contin-
ue, people need to believe 
their participation matters.

This  is  not  just  an 
Oakham issue.  I t  is  a 
Massachusetts issue. Every 
resident, every municipal 
official, and every one of 
our 351 cities and towns 
should care about  the 
answer.

Aaron Langlois is a res-
ident of Oakham, former 
member of the Oakham 
Board of Selectmen and 
Board of  Health,  for-
m e r  m e m b e r  o f  t h e 
Massachusetts Municipal 
Association Board and 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  L o c a l 
G o v e r n m e n t  A d v i s o r y 
Commission,  and par-
ticipated in the develop-
ment of Oakham’s Hazard 
M i t i g a t i o n  P l a n  a n d 
Municipal Vulnerability 
Preparedness Plan.

MIDNIGHT IN A GARDEN OF FLIGHT

  

Guest Column

The night now is lonely and the hour is late,
My heart is weary from the staggering weight,

The people pass me by and cannot relate,
They have no calming words, here to give.

I’ve lived a long time and known a great love,
A sense of purpose that just stands above,

The everyday things that we’ve been speaking of,
Give voice to a reason to live.

This empty Airport has never felt so tired,
A long day of traveling, was incredibly wired,
The hushed remains of its’ traveler’s mired,

In chasing those dreams as they come.

Why do we spend all our life’s own pursuits.
In search of these goals in our Brooks Brother’s suits,

Gathering treasures at the expense of our truth,
That leads to our hearts feeling numb.

Now I’m here writing, in this massive space,
Devoid of the energy to finish this race,

Like an astronaut walking untethered in space,
Their echoes I’m hearing just now,

Alone in the twilight on this quiet night,
My words are like birds, simply seeking their flight,

They lead me to know what is wrong and what’s right,
And define my existence somehow.

As I wander this hall, now unable to rest,
I remember the way we all gave it our best,

As we hustled to fly from our comfortable nests,
To continue our journey by night.

When the weary among us, including this scribe,
Sit in quiet reflection of life in our tribe,

There are questions to ask that are hard to describe,
All alone here at Midnight in a Garden of Flight.

– A.B. Splaine   

Please Remember to Recycle this Newspaper
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Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. __ chat
  5. Statue near the 

Pyramids
 11. A process to 

change the look
 14. Herb
 15. Think about 

excessively
 18. Bass vocal part
 19. Supreme Allied 

Cmdr. of NATO
 21. A major division of 

geological time
 23. New Zealand parrot
 24. Cognitive contents
 28. Lump of yarn
 29. Atomic #109
 30. Let go of
 32. Indian title of 

respect
 33. Whereabouts 

unknown
 35. Electronic data 

processing

 36. Drivers’ licenses 
count

 39. Snakelike fishes
 41. They precede C
 42. Popular personal 

computers
 44. Intermediate 

community stage 
in ecological 
succession

 46. Wings
 47. Indicates position
 49. Pleasantly smooth 

or soft
 52. Jeweled headdress
 56. In slow tempo
 58. __ Falls
 60. Reassertions
 62. Eras
 63. Hyphen

CLUES DOWN
  1. Corporate executive
  2. A plant used for 

flavoring food

  3. Opinion or belief
  4. Sheep in their 

second year
  5. Intensities of sound
  6. Indicates support 

for
  7. Expression of 

laughter
  8. OJ trial judge
  9. Pointed ends of 

pens
 10. True bugs genus
 12. Lawyers argue 

theirs
 13. Body parts
 16. Closes tightly
 17. World Heritage site 

in Nigeria
 20. Islamic calendar 

month
 22. Commercial
 25. “Westworld” actor 

Harris
 26. They __
 27. Religious guilds

 29. Woman (French)
 31. Parts per billion 

(abbr.)
 34. Brew
 36. Spiritual leader
 37. Indigo bush
 38. Burn with a hot 

liquid
 40. Older citizen
 43. Scad fish genus
 45. Morning
 48. Line passing 

through the center 
(abbr.)

 50. Double S-shaped 
curve

 51. Small, thin person
 53. Older
 54. Mars crater
 55. Humanities
 57. Word element 

meaning ear
 58. To the __ degree
 59. Residue
 61. It cools your home

“telling a story with random 
parts.”

A chain reaction is like a 
story, there is a beginning, 
middle and end, and that is 
what children get to explore 
and learn through building. 

Katz brought boxes full of 
toys and parts for children 
to explore and play and test 
their contraptions. 

This program by Playful 
Engineers is a traveling pro-
gram and Katz is a traveling 
instructor that has inspired 
the next generation of tinker-
ers and engineers to explore 
new ideas. 

Children got right to 
work by using various piec-
es such as building blocks, 
catapults, exploding popsi-
cle sticks, ramps, cups, tape, 
gravity-powered carousels, 
track feeders, domino ral-
lies, ziplines, rolling com-
passes and so much more. 
With every test conducted, 
children made a solid effort 
to learn and adjust their 
contraptions to successful-
ly complete the chain reac-
tions. 

The testing objects vary 
from toy cars, Ping-Pong 
balls, domino blocks and 
rolling wheels. Katz talked 
about one of the unique con-
traptions he ever worked on. 

One of them was at a “To 

Catch a Tiger Event,” where 
he put two tables together 
which had connecting medal 
arms to the table. With a 
string in between the tables 
and a bin to help lower and 
trap the tiger. 

Katz explained that this 
was a larger version of the 
contraption board game, 
Mouse Trap. This contraption 
took Katz approximately a 
few hours to build. 

Children of all ages got to 
work and made some inter-
esting contraptions. Beauden, 
age five, had a contraption 

guiding a ball down a ramp 
supported by building blocks 
and navigating itself to the 
inside of a cup. 

After a few attempts, 
Beauden was successful at 
completing his chain reac-
tion. 

Lainey had a similar con-
traption, but this time the 
ball makes its way down 
the ramp, hits a few blocks 
to initiate a domino effect, 
and the last block pushes 
another ball into a cup. Chain 
Reactions and Creative 
Contraptions also features a 

lot of team building. Many 
children worked on projects 
together and shared ideas 
with one another. 

Chain React ions and 
Creative Contraptions was 
Playful Engineers’ first pro-
gram and is still a popular 
one. Katz went around the 
room to see what every child 
was working on and would 
always share tips and sugges-
tions on how they can better 
improve their contraption. 

To learn more about this 
hands-on, play-based learn-
ing program, people may 
visit www.playfulengineers.
com. 

CREATIVE
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Turley Photos by Ryan Drago

Merlin Katz of Playful Engineers arrived at the Woods Memorial Library to get 
kids creative at chain reactions and creative contraptions. Lainey testing her coaster contraption which features blocks and cups. 

A contraption featuring a golf ball, car, and rolling 
wheel set to start a chain reaction.

The Woods Memorial Library had a packed house of young builders working on their own chain reactions and creative contraptions. 

said he would look into it. 
Fitzgerald said the FY 25 

audit was started in March, 
which is six months later 
than an audit should be start-
ed. He said they should start 
a couple months after the 
previous fiscal year ends, and 
the FY 26 audit should be 
starting in August. 

He said the FY25 audit 
should be finished in three 
to four weeks, where a man-
agement letter will come in, 
informing the town of how 
they can strengthen their 
finances. 

Board and committee 
assignments

Each member of  the 
Select Board was appointed 
to serve as a liaison to var-

ious boards and commit-
tees. Select Board chair 
Katie Young will be the 
liaison to the Municipal 
C o m p l e x  B u i l d i n g 
Committee,  Historical 
Commission, Agricultural 
Commission, Cemetery 
Commission and board of 
Library Trustees. 

Walker will be a liaison to 
the Emergency Management 
Committee, Planning Board, 
Zoning Board of Appeals and 
the Board of Health. 

Select Board member Kris 
Pareago will be the liaison 
for the Finance Committee, 
To w n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
Search Committee, Capital 
P l a n n i n g  C o m m i t t e e , 
Parks Commission, Open 
Space Committee, Board 
of Assessors, Ware River 
Watershed Committee and 

the Board of Registrars.
Select Board member 

Terry Tyler will be the liai-
son for the Cable Advisory 
Committee,  Community 
Preservation Committee, 
C u l t u r a l  C o u n c i l  a n d 
Conservation Commission. 

Town Administrator 
update

Young said Alex Magee, 
who was offered the job of 
town administrator,  has 
accepted a position in anoth-
er community, and the board 
worked out an agreement 
to extend Fitzgerald’s con-
tract to Dec.31. Young said 
he has put them on a path, 
and wants him to continue on 
with it. 

She said the board would 
appoint another search com-
mittee to do another search. 

HUBBARDSTON
from page 1
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SMARTSMART
MONEYMONEY

Brought to you by Turley Publications

www.edwardjones.com    Member SPIC

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Farber & Lindley
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

56 Common Street, Barre

978-257-8429
Personal Injury

Automobile Accident
Landlord Representation

www.farberandlindley.com

The Varney Family of Companies
12 Nichewaug Road, Barre, MA 01005

Before you buy or rent to own, visit...

Waterwheel
Village

A Unique 55 & Better
Mobile Home Community

978-355-3454

We’re always looking for good sales people and contractors

Well Domes
Protect Water Wells

Strong Security Against the Unexpected
978-355-3454

Before You List Please Call Us On Our
Special Low Commission Rates!

Waterwheel Realty
978-355-4438

Call Abby Montalto 508-579-9897
Or

Paul Varney, Jr. 978-771-3492

  Edward Jones, its employees and financial 
advisors cannot provide tax or legal advice. 
You should consult your attorney or qualified 
tax advisor regarding your situation. Member SPIC > edwardjones.com    

David J. Mason, CFP®, ChFC®

Financial Advisor

164 Market Drive
Athol, MA 01331
978-780-0002

Member SIPC

Hunter E Boody, ChFC®

Financial Advisor
1448 Main St
Palmer, MA 01069
413-289-1875

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894P-A AECSPAD

Retiring Soon?
Give us a call.

Professional Real Estate Services Since 1978

Turn your savings into 
paychecks in retirement

Margaret had saved diligently for decades. Every paycheck, a 
portion went toward her retirement account. Then, the day finally 
came: she retired. Suddenly, the hardest part wasn’t the saving. It 
was learning to spend.

If that sounds familiar, you’re not alone. Many retirees find the 
shift from building savings to living off them emotionally difficult, 
even when they’ve planned carefully. Here are five smart strategies 
that can help you feel more confident about what’s ahead.

Give yourself permission to spend conservatively. Your 
retirement plan likely assumes a certain annual spending amount, 
with increases each year to account for inflation. All else being 
equal, the lower those initial withdrawals, the longer your 
money will last. A financial advisor can help you set up portfolio 
withdrawals personalized to your goals and situation. Feel free to 
give yourself permission to spend those amounts, knowing there's 
intention behind them. 

For many retirees, the challenge isn’t math — it’s mindset. After 
years of being rewarded for saving, spending can feel like doing 
something wrong. It can help to reframe withdrawals as a paycheck 
you’ve already earned. For example, using your monthly distribution 
to cover travel, hobbies or time with family isn’t indulgent; it’s the 
purpose of the plan you built. Connecting spending to your values 
can make it feel more natural and sustainable.

Do be sure to to review your spending regularly and don’t forget 
to set aside funds for annual expenses like taxes and insurance.

Keep some cash on hand. A general rule of thumb for retirees 
is to keep about 12 months’ worth of withdrawals in a separate 
account for spending and another three to five years’ worth in short-
term, fixed-income investments. This cushion can allow your stock 
investments time to recover from a market downturn, reducing the 
need to sell investments when markets are down. That said, holding 
too much cash carries its own risk, as your portfolio may not grow 
fast enough to keep pace with inflation. So, while some cash is 
good, you'll also want to remain invested in assets with more growth 
potential to help your portfolio last through retirement.

Review regularly. Retirement can last 25 years or more, and 
even the best-laid plans need updating along the way. Review your 
financial strategy at least once a year or after any major life change.

Stay flexible. Even small adjustments to your spending can 
have a big impact on how long your money lasts. Retirees who hold 
off on spending increases in years when their portfolio declines 
are often able to stretch their savings further than those who 
increase withdrawals each year for inflation regardless of market 
performance.

Making the switch from saving to spending takes both careful 
planning and a genuine shift in mindset. A financial advisor can 
help you build out an effective approach to switch from saving to 
spending, and work with you so you can fully enjoy the retirement 
you worked so hard to reach.

own that property.
T h e  S e l e c t  B o a r d 

approved a motion to autho-
rize the Barre Historical 
Commission and Cemetery 
Commission to initiate dis-
cussions with DCR.

Insurance rider
Julie Rawson of Circle 

of Song and also represent-
ing the Quabbin Community 
Band asked why the Select 
Board now required an 
insurance rider from those 
who use town proper-
ty when they never did in 
the past.. She said Circle of 
Song used town property for 
25 years and the Quabbin 
Community Band for 41 
years. 

Chairman Marshall said 
both the Town Administrator 
and the town’s insurance 
carrier, Municipal Interlocal 
Insurance Agency, required 
a certificate of insurance by 
groups, who use town prop-
erty, to protect the town in 
the event of a lawsuit. 

She said some towns 
don’t allow outside use of 
town buildings due to this 

issue. She also said an insur-
ance carrier could increase 
rates or refuse to insure the 
town.

She suggest  Rawson 
contact an insurance carrier 
about purchasing an insur-
ance rider. Rawson asked if 
it was possible for groups 
using town property, to be 
pay for an umbrella policy 
through the town’s carrier.

In the meantime, both 
Rawson and the town would 
get additional information for 
later discussion on the matter. 
Chairman Marshall said other 
groups, who use town prop-
erty such as the Lions’ Club 
for their car show, Christmas 
in Barre for their event and 
a church that rents the Town 
Hall on Sundays all have 
insurance riders.

Special Town Election
The Select Board  met 

with Town Clerk Ellen 
Glidden to discuss a special 
election for the debt exclu-
sion question on the pur-
chase of a 10-wheel dump 
truck for the Department 
of Public Works. Voters 
approved the purchase at 

the Annual Town Meeting 
contingent on the passing 
of a debt exclusion, which 
exempted the purchase from 
Proposition 2 ½ and the tax 
increase to end when the 
vehicle was paid off.

Glidden said there was 
only one question on the 
ballot. She recommend-
ed the election be held on 
Tuesday, July 28 with hours 
from noon-6 p.m. The state 
allowed for a minimum of 
four hours and the election 
must begin at the latest by 
noon. She said the additional 
two hours would allow vot-
ers, who work, a chance to 
vote. 

She said they also could 
vote by absentee ballot in 
the clerk’s office fit they 
were unable to get to the 
polls due to their work. The 
Select Board approved the 
time and date of the elec-
tion and also approved the 
wording of the ballot ques-
tion, which Town Counsel 
already approved.

Other business
T h e  S e l e c t  B o a r d 

approved an agreement with 

the town of Hardwick for 
shared services at the Barre 
Senior Center. Hardwick 
already approved the agree-
ment to pay $23,000 plus 
the amount of their State 
formula grant of $7,000.

The Board opted to 
wait another month before 
accepting the contract exten-
sion from R.J. McDonald, 
Inc. The extension increase 
fuel oil costs by $.52 from 
$2.99 per gallon to $3.95. 
Select Board Vice Chairman 
Mark Regienus said to wait 
another month on signing 
the extension to see if fuel 
prices drop.

The Board approved 
the chip spreader rental 
extension from All State 
Construction, Inc. The cost 
remained $425 per hour. 
They also approved the 
extension on crack sealing 
contract as their was no 
increase. 

The Board voted a 2 ½%  
Cost of Living Adjustment 
f o r  t o w n  e m p l o y e e s . 
The  DPW and  Po l i ce 
Department employee union 
contracts were still in nego-
tiations.

BARRE from page 1

force reduction. She said that 
number would have been the 
unemployment costs if every 
employee who was set to be 
laid off filed for unemploy-
ment. 

Butler said several people 
have found work elsewhere, 
and it is unlikely they would 
file. 

Butler said the hope with 
charging the costs to the sta-
bilization fund, there would 
not be as large of an effect 
on the operating budget. She 
said last year, the town only 
budgeted $45,000 for legal 
counsel, and there were mul-
tiple cases litigated including 
labor, dispatch, and override/
budget related cases. 

Butler said whatever costs 
are not used toward legal 
counsel would become free 
cash. The motion for this 
request passed 4-2. 

Another transfer request 
was for $75,145 to be trans-
ferred from the health insur-
ance account to the snow and 
ice supplies account. Butler 
said this number, along with 
the earlier $90,000 from 
Highway wages, anoth-

er transfer of $13,895 from 
health insurance to the snow 
and ice purchase of sup-
plies account along with a 
$49,000 allocation at town 
meeting would cover all 
snow and ice expenses for 
fiscal year 2026. 

Butler said the reason 
for there being $90,000 left 
over in health insurance is 
because the town budget-
ed for three extra positions 
to prepare for unexpected 
events of employees. 

T h e r e  w a s  c o n c e r n 
among board members that 
the numbers were not add-
ing up correctly, and Butler 
said that could be because 
the $49,000 allocation had 
not hit yet, and the request 
passed.

There were a number of 
smaller transfers approved as 
well, including $4.01 from 
health insurance to long 
term debt, $132 from Select 
Board expense to election 
workers to cover the June 16 
special town meeting, and 
$1,000 from health insurance 
to postage. The committee 
also approved a reserve fund 
request of $4,000 for heating 
and fuel. 

RUTLAND from page 1

Emergency Management Committee talks grants, future plans
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

H U B B A R D S T O N  – 
The  Loca l  Emergency 
M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n n i n g 
Committee discussed grants 
received, including a $35,000 
grant  from the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency for a hazard mitiga-
tion plan. 

Chair of the committee 
Judith O’Donnell said she 
was told they would need to 
put the vendor out to bid, but 
since it is a grant of less than 
$50,000, it won’t require a 
request for proposal.

At the June 16 meeting, 
O’Donnell said there are 
two quotes so far out of the 
three required from Ray 
Davis, the director of oper-
ations at Patriot Emergency 
Preparedness Solutions out 
of Boston and Jamie Caplan 
Consult ing LLC out of 
Northampton. 

R a y m o n d  F e r r i n ,  a 
local coordinator with the 
Massachusetts Emergency 
Management Agency said 
she should reach out to the 
Montachuse t t  Regiona l 
Planning Commission or 
C e n t r a l  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
R e g i o n a l  P l a n n i n g 
Commission for a third 
quote. 

O’Donnell said the town 
also received an Emergency 
Management Performance 
Grant in the amount of 
$2,400. She said the grant 
approved large and small ani-
mal supplies for sheltering, 
water filters and a generator 
for their trailer.

She said the commit-
tee is working with the 
Agricultural Commission for 
animal sheltering, and that 
commission also wants a first 
aid kit. 

O’Donnell said the spend-
ing on that grant begins on 
July 1.

O’Donnell also presented 

a communication guide made 
by the Crisis and Emergency 
Risk Communication sector 
of the Centers for Disease 
Control, which provides a 
framework for communicat-
ing with the public during 
emergencies. She said this 
is sponsored by the Public 
Heal th  and Emergency 
Preparedness sector of the 
CDC and the Department of 
Public Health, and the goal is 
for the whole region to adopt 
this framework. 

She said the committee 
would have to identify the 
media type that is best for 
getting the word out such 
as email, reverse 911 calls 
or message boards in neigh-
borhoods. Sandra White, a 
student from Fitchburg State 
University was a guest at the 
meeting, and brought up get-
ting the message out to peo-
ple who are deaf, blind or 
speak another language.

O’Donnell said there is 
progress being made with 

looking at shelter plans, and 
there are final edits being 
made on a contract with a 
company called NV5, and 
after the legal edits are done 
they will move to design 
work. She said they have 
about $38,000 to look at the 
Hubbardston Center School 
and put a design together for 
solar and a generator, and 
they are working on getting a 
FEMA grant called Building 
Resilient Infrastructures and 
Communities. 

O’Donnell also talked 
about the opportunity to put 
on a Community Emergency 
Response Team workshop, 
which would cost $500, but 
said there is another work-
shop happening later this 
year by MEMA. 

She said the town is hav-
ing trouble recruiting people 
for CERT, and are starting to 
talk to Templeton to merge. 
She said the town does not 
use CERT very much though.

O’Donnel l  a l so  sa id 

the committee is working 
on upgrading their trail-
er, including countertops, 
cabinets, solar panels and 
a generator possible. She 
said they are working with 
Montachuse t t  Regiona l 
Vocational Technical School 
on that with the contact Brian 
Williams. 

S h e  s a i d  T o w n 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r  S e a n 
Fitzgerald built $10,000 into 
the budget to go toward the 
trailer, and hopes to see it 
used as a vaccination clinic.

O’Donnell also said she 
has received word from law-
yers saying there should be a 
memorandum of understand-
ing signed with the school 
to allow the town to bring 
people into the gymnasium 
in the case of an emergency. 
She also discussed signing 
MOUs with local stores for 
supplies and food during an 
emergency.

The committee will meet 
next in October. 

PETERSHAM - The 
Petersham Brass Band 
will be held July 5 at 
7 p.m. on the bandstand 
on Petersham Common, 
Route 32, Petersham.

 Sunday’s  pe r fo r-
mance marks the band’s 
864th concert since being 
formed in 1914.

 Joseph Gougen is 
the current director of 
the band. He is a native 
of Gardner and a grad-
uate of the University 
o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s . 
G o u g e n  i s  c u r r e n t -
ly the music Director in 
the Northbridge Public 
Schools.

 Concerts will contin-
ue on the four Sundays 
in July and end Sunday, 
Aug. 2.

Petersham 
Band concert  
to be held 
July 5
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Where is this?

Turley Publications photo by Ellenor Downer

This week’s mystery photo is from Hubbardston. If any readers know 
where this photo was taken, they may email edowner@turley.com with 
their answer by noon on Monday, July 6. Bill Bowles and Peggy Civilik 
correctly identified the photo. The photo last week was the Town House 
on the Common, Hardwick.

THURSDAY, JULY 2

ARTISTS’ EXHIBITION takes place 
today now through Sunday, July 26 from 
noon-4 p.m. in the at Petersham Art Center, 
8 North St, Petersham. The works of painters 
Fabio and Sara Deponte celebrating the year 
of the horse will be on exhibit. Regular Art 
Center hours are Thursday through Sunday 
from noon -4 p.m.

PALMER HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 
‘76 REUNION takes place Friday, Aug. 28 
with cocktails at 5 p.m. and dinner at 6 p.m. 
at Salem Cross Inn, 260 West Main St., West 
Brookfield.  It will be a summer option for 
those unavailable in the fall, when a separate 
Class of 1976 group is planning a reunion on 
Oct. 17. The event at Salem Cross offers a 
menu of cheese and crackers, garden salad, 
and entrees of rustic chicken, honey dijon 
salmon or vegetarian option. Tickets for the 
summer event will be $50, which will include 
a tip. For the Aug. 28 registration link, which 
includes payment options online and by post, 
email Suzanne Strempek Shea at sess7@com-
cast.net. RSVP and payment is due no later 
than Monday, Aug. 10. 

FRIDAY, JULY 3

ORANGE COMMUNITY BAND sum-
mer concert takes place today at 7 p.m. on 
the bandstand in Butterfield Park, Orange  
Concerts will continue on Fridays through 
July 31.The band will rehearse Wednesday 
evenings at the Congregational Church from 
now to July 29. Today’s concert will be the 
annual Patriotic concert. The theme is “A 
Nations’s story in Song” with music ranging 
from Mohawk Trail by Anne McGinty, to 
National Game to Apollo 13.

SATURDAY, JULY 4

FOURTH OF JULY PARADE  takes place 
today starting at 10 a.m. in Petersham. Grand 
Marshals Representative Aaron Saunders 
and former Senator and currently Director 
of Rural Affairs Ann Gobi will be the  hon-
ored guests. The parade will step off at 10 
am, starting at the flagpole on The Common, 
follow the traditional route known as the 
“Old Maid Mile” and finish in front of Town 
Hall. Anyone may participate in the parade, 
either by walking, riding (bicycle, motorcy-
cle, horse or other animal) or by driving car, 
truck or float. Local Fire Departments will 
mark the end of the procession. Spectators 
can view the parade from many locations 
along the route: on The Common, in front of 
Town Hall or at Petersham Center School.  

Parade participants are encouraged to arrive 
at least by 9:30 a.m.; participants with horses 
and other animals can park on the Nichewaug 
Meadow adjacent to the Petersham Memorial 
Library. The Old Maid Mile route is as fol-
lows from the flagpole, travel west on West 
Street, south on Hardwick Street east on 
East Street and turn north on Main Street 
and finishes just beyond the Town Hall. The 
“Petersham Firefighters’ Association Pancake 
Breakfast Fundraiser” will kick off the event 
at 8:30 a.m.         

SUNDAY, JULY 5

P E T E R S H A M  B R A S S  B A N D 
CONCERT will be held today at 7 p.m. 
on the bandstand on Petersham Common, 
Route 32, Petersham. Sunday’s performance 
marks the band’s 864th concert since being 
formed in 1914. Joseph Gougen is the cur-
rent director of the band. He is a native of 
Gardner and a graduate of the University of 
Massachusetts. Gougen is currently the music 

Director in the Northbridge Public Schools. 
Concerts will continue on the four Sundays 
in July and end Sunday, Aug. 2. Concerts 
are held rain or shine. In the event of rain, 
the concerts move inside to the Town Hall. 
Refreshments will be available at the band 
hot dog stand and the bake sale this week will 
also benefit the Band. Then Lions Club will 
also offer popcorn.

U.S. AIR FORCE HERITAGE CONCERT 
BAND performs today at 2:30 p.m. as New 
Braintree kicks off their 275th and the 
country’s 250th anniversary celebrations. 
This is a free, family-friendly event for 
all ages to enjoy. Attendees are invited to 
bring their lawn chairs or blankets to the 
green, lying between the New Braintree 
Historical Society/Post Office at 10 Utley 
Road and Town Hall at 20 Memorial 
Drive, New Braintree People may visit 
the town website at https://www.new-
braintreema.us for more information. All 
are welcome.

THURSDAY, JULY 9

ARTIST TALK WITH HEATHER 
takes place today at 6 p.m. at East Quabbin 
Land Trust Headquarters, 120 Ridge Road, 
Hardwick. People are encouraged to bring 
a favorite dish or drink to share. Upcoming 
artist talks take place July 23, Aug. 5, Aug. 20 
and Sept. 3.

SATURDAY, JULY 11

NORNAY PARK SUMMER CONCERT 
features the Otters from 6-8 p.m. at Nornay 
Park, Main Street, South Barre. Other con-
certs are: Saturday, July 25 Cropdusters from 
6-8 p.m.; Saturday,, Aug. 8 The Other Guys 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. and Saturday, Aug. 22 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. The Barre Lions Club 
will run a concession stand for all Saturday 
concerts. The concerts are supported in part 
by the Barre Cultural Council and the Barre 
Recreation Committee.

SUMMER FAIR will be held today from 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. on the front lawn and inside 
the Petersham Congregational Church, 21 
North Main St., Rte. 32, Petersham. A variety 
of treasures will be available for sharp eyes 
to spy a deal. There are books, attic goodies, 
vintage items, furniture, clothing, household 
items, toys and much more.  The church will 
also sponsor a snack bar, bake sale and the 
historically tasty and well loved strawber-
ry shortcake. This is always a well attend-
ed event and it will be held rain or shine. 
Larger items will be on the front lawn and the 
remainder will be in the church and dining 
hall. Cash and checks will be accepted.

Calendar Policy
POLICY: Our calendar section is 

intended to promote “free” events or 
ones hat directly affect a volunteer-driv-
en organization that benefits the com-
munity. Paid events that are not deemed 
fund-raisers or benefits do not qualify. 
Non-charitable events that charge the 
public to enter are not allowed as we con-
sider that paid advertising. The deadline 
to submit calendar items in the mail, by 
fax, or emailed in Word document format 
is Monday at noon or sooner. We usually 
print one week in advance of an event, 
and the listings should be brief, with only 
time, date, location, brief activity expla-
nation and contact information. 

Send resume 

& cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Email: jamie@turley.com

Turley Publications is a 
locally owned family business, offers a 
competitive commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

➤ Do you want to work in your 
community helping local businesses 
connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting 
local journalism, which tells the 
unique stories of our communities? 

➤ You must be a self-starter with 
excellent communication and 
organizational skills. Basic computer 
skills are required. Previous print 
sales experience is preferred 
but we will train the right candidate. 

Now Hiring!
Advertising Sales       Representative

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications is looking for an outgoing, 
energetic person interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers an supplesments. The right candidate will assume 
an established territory with a portfolio of customers.

Turley Publications photos by Ellenor Downer

Amazing bubbles was a favorite of children and 
adults. This woman made a large bubble.

KID’S FEST from page 1

The Oakham Firefighters brought Engine 1. Children got to sit in the back seat of 
the truck. They also handed out plastic fire hats for the children.

Ray, the sheep from Family Farm Education Center, 
walked around the Fobes Memorial Library grounds 
on a leash visiting with participants.

Beth Cogoli, sitting, brought some ducks and a 
rabbit. She and her mother, Jen Keaney run 
the non-profit Family Farm Education Center in 
Oakham. 

a tote, drink tumbler, fan, 
pen, cooling towel and metal 
bookmark. 

During those hot sum-
mer days, the library is air 
conditioning and offers com-
fortable spots to read at the 
library.

The  l ib ra ry  i s  open 
Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday from 10 a.m.-7 
p.m. and Saturdays 10 a.m.-
noon.

T h e  F a m i l y  F a r m 
Education Center, located in 
Oakham, is a nonprofit farm 
serving children, teens and 
adults with intellectual and 
developmental differenc-
es, mental health challeng-
es and those on the Autism 
Spectrum. 
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER – The final 
American Legion baseball 
game of the regular season 
at historic Legion Field in 
Palmer was a vintage pitch-
er’s duel.

Aldenville (Chicopee) 
Post 337, who only had nine 
players available for the road 
game, snapped its four‑game 
losing streak by edging 
Monson Post 241, 1–0, last 
Wednesday night.

“We battled the entire 
game,” said Matt Sutton, who 
was the winning pitcher for 
Aldenville. “I focused on 
staying calm on the mound, 
pitch to pitch, and this is a 
huge win for us.”

Aldenville had a 2-4-1 
record following the shutout 
victory, while Monson fell to 
2-4.

The two squads were 
scheduled to face each other 
for the second time this 
summer at St. Joe’s Park in 
Thorndike on Wednesday 
night.  

Monson is also scheduled 
to face Longmeadow Post 
175 in another home game 
at St. Joe’s Park on Thursday 
night, and West Springfield 

Post 207 at Veteran’s Field in 
Monson on Monday night.

Last Wednesday’s contest 
marked Sutton’s first career 
victory as a member of the 
Aldenville Post 337 baseball 
team.

Sutton, who was a junior 
member of the Chicopee 
Comp’s varsity baseball team 
this past spring, gave up only 

three base hits while strik-
ing out eight in his perfor-
mance against Monson. The 
righthander issued four walks 
and hit a pair of batters in six 
innings. He threw a total of 
102 pitches.

“I thought Matt pitched a 
great game,” said Aldenville 
manager Nate Cari l lon. 
“We’ve been mostly using 
him as a relief pitcher so far 
this season. He stepped up in 
tonight’s game.”

Sutton, who earned a 
save in Aldenville’s season 
opening road victory against 
Westfield Post 124, made his 
second start of the Legion 
season. His first start came 
against Northamapton Post 
28, which was a home loss a 
couple of weeks ago.  

Memphis Huertas, who’s 
normally Aldenville’s start-
ing catcher, didn’t attend 
last Wednesday’s game at 
Legion Field. Noah Carillon, 
who’s Nate’s younger broth-
er, strapped on the catcher’s 
gear for just the second time 
during his Legion career.

“Noah used to be a catch-
er in little league. He also 

Monson Legion Post 241 
falls at home to Aldenville

Quabbin athletes make their decisions

Submitted photo

During the spring, several athletes at Quabbin Regional High School made some important decisions about 
their futures. The school hosted an NLI signing days where the students committed to playing sports at the 
college level. Pictured are: Wes Sanderson- Football at Curry, Collin Lindley - Track at Merrimack, Owura 
Ankoma-Mensah - Track at University of New Haven, Bianca Wilder - Soccer and Track at Mount Holyoke, 
Abi Falconi - Track at Franklin Pierce and Mia Ducos (not pictured) - Basketball at Skidmore.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Theo Haley takes a lead off first.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

L U D L OW  –  E v e n 
though the New England 
Mutiny had already been 
eliminated from the USL 
W playoffs, they still had 
a chance to influence the 
race for first place in the 
Northeast Division entering 
the regular‑season finale.

Had the Mutiny pulled 
off an upset victory against 

Vermont Green FC, the 
Hudson Valley Crusaders 
would have finished at 
the top of the Northeast 
Division table.

However, it was Vermont 
Green FC players and their 
rowdy supporters doing all 
the celebrating following 
a 3-0 shutout win over the 
Mutiny at Lusitano Stadium 
last Saturday night.

Mutiny shut out by 
Vermont Green FC 

Turley photo by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

 Addyson Earl tries to outrun an opponent.

Playoffs hopes still alive 
after Pioneers shutout 

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW – Had the 
Western Mass. Pioneers 
failed to secure a victory in 
last Friday night’s match 
against AC Connecticut, 
their playoff hopes would 
have vanished for the first 
time since they entered 
USL League Two in 2019.

The Pioneers kept their 
postseason dreams alive a 
little bit longer thanks to 
a hard‑earned 1–0 shutout 
win at Lusitano Stadium.

“We didn’t get the result 
that we wanted in our last 
match on Tuesday night, 
and we had a tie here last 
week,” said Pioneers assis-
tant coach Tomas Duben. 
“It was very important for 
us to get the three points 
and the win in tonight’s 
game. We’re still battling 
for a postseason berth.”

Duben took over the 
head coaching duties from 
longtime Pioneers head 
coach Federico Molinari, 
who spent last weekend 
coaching a Western United 
Pioneers U-16 girls’ team at 

a tournament in Virgina.
Since 2024, Duben has a 

3-0-1 record as the Pioneers 
interim head coach.

“My playing career 
ended a couple of years ago 
because of a knee injury,” 
he said. “I really enjoyed 

playing for this soccer 
team. I’m very grateful 
that Federico gave me this 
coaching opportunity and 
I’m still learning.”  

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

William Fauth watches his pass move away.

Matiwos Rumley goes to meet the ball.

See PIONEERS, 
page 10

See LEGION 241, 
page 10

See MUTINY, page 9

Kyle Kaczuwka tries to check a swing.
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The Pioneers improved 
to 6-2-2 (20 points) follow-
ing the home shutout victo-
ry, solidifying their hold on 
third place in the Northeast 
Division. They trail first 
place Vermont Green FC 
(10-0-1, 31 points) and 
second place NEC (10-1-
1, 30 points). Only the top 
two teams in the Northeast 
Division qualify for the 
league playoffs.

Western Mass. finished at 
the top of the Northeast table 
in both 2019 and 2021. They 
made it all the way to the 
National Semifinals in 2021. 
They’ve finished in second 
place during the past four 
seasons. 

Between 2010 and 2018, 
the Pioneers only qualified 
for the USL PDL playoffs 
once.

AC Connecticut (1-10-0) 
had several scoring chanc-
es during the first twenty 
five minutes of the opening 
half, but Pioneers goalie Ben 
Alexander made the saves 
which kept the match score-
less.

“Ben played very well in 
tonight’s match,” Duben said. 
“The defense also gave him a 
lot of support back there.

Alexander returned to 
action after missing a couple 
of games due to an injury.

It was the Pioneers’ fourth 
1-0 win of the regular season. 
They also played a scoreless 
draw in a road match against 
Black Rock FC at the begin-
ning of June. 

The Pioneers, who have 
a 3-1-1 home record, took 
advantage of a mistake made 
by AC Connecticut goal-
ie Asger Hemmer-Hansen 
to take a 1-0 late in the first 
half. 

Alfred Baafi put a shot 
into the back of the net giv-
ing the Pioneers a 1-0 lead at 
the end of the first half.

“The goalie attempted to 
clear the ball, but I stole it 
away from him,” said Baafi, 
who scored his third goal of 
the season. “Then I put a shot 
into the wide open net, which 
felt really good. We’re still 
hoping to make the playoffs”

B a a f i ,  w h o ’s  f r o m 
Techiman, Ghana, is a first-
year member of the Pioneers.

“The atmosphere at this 
stadium is always outstand-
ing,” he said. “We get plen-
ty of support at our home 
games.”

Baafi is also a member 
of the men’s soccer team 
at High Point University in 
High Point, North Carolina.

Two years ago, Baafi was 
a member of the Seacoast 
United Phantoms, which cap-
tured the USL-League Two 
National Championship title.

“It was an amazing feel-
ing after my team won the 
championship game two 
years ago,” said Baafi, who’s 
going to be a senior in the 
fall. “I just needed a change 
and decided to play for the 

Pioneers this year. I’m also 
hoping to be drafted by a 
MLS team.”

The Pioneers had an 
opportunity to score another 
goal at the start of the second 
half.

Martin Echarren sent 
a pass into the box to Juan 
Gal indrez ,  whose  sho t 
attempt skipped wide of the 
goal. 

The Western Mass. squad 
also had several more chanc-
es to score, but the score 
remained 1-0.

The Pioneers are sched-
uled to host Black Rock FC 
at 7:30pm on Friday night.

PIONEERS from page 9

Alfred Baafi makes a backwards pass.

Jaiden Williams goes for 
the throw-in.

“We wanted to  p lay 
the spoiler role in today’s 
match,” said New England 
Mutiny midfielder Avery 
Klingensmith, who’s from 
Belchertown. “We were hop-
ing to make the playoffs in 
our first season playing in 
this league, but it’s always 
a lot of fun trying to impact 
another team’s season.”

Vermont Green FC cap-
tured the inaugural USL W 
League Northeast title with a 
6-0-4 overall record.

They’re scheduled to host 
the Eastern Conference play-
offs this weekend

One of  the  Vermont 
Green’s ties came at Lusitano 
Stadium against the Mutiny 
(1-1) on May 26. 

Vermont Green squeaked 
out a 2-1 home win in the 
second meeting between the 
two squads at the beginning 
of June.

The Mutiny finished their 
season with a 2-6-2 overall 
record.

“We lost a couple of 
close games this season,” 
Klingensmith said. “We also 
had a lot of new players, and 
it was a rebuilding year for 

us. We always tried to do our 
best in every game.”

Kate Howarth and Megan 
Cunningham made their first 
starts of the season in last 
Saturday’s match.

“I played with both of 
them in the past and it was a 
lot of fun having them back 
on the field again today,” 
Klingensmith said. “They’re 
a big part of this organiza-
tion.” 

Howarth, who also played 
for the Orlando Pride of the 
National Women’s Soccer 
League, is the Mutiny’s all-
time leading goalscorer and 
point-scorer.

Klingensmith is  also 
one of the Mutiny’s veter-
an players. She joined the 
squad after graduating from 
Belchertown High School in 
2022.

“It has been a great jour-
ney playing for this team,” 
said Klingensmith, who 
graduated from American 
University in May. “I only 
live about 15 minutes away 
and this place is very special 
to me. I’m hoping to play for 
this soccer team again next 
year.” 

Klingensmith is plan-
ning to play for a profes-

sional soccer team in Greece 
beginning in August.he other 
players from Western Mass. 
listed on the Mutiny roster 
are Mila Dillard (Chicopee), 
Hope Santiniello (Agawam), 
and Tennessee  Murphy 
(Monson). None of those 
players played in the final 
match of the regular season. 

During the opening half 
of last Saturday’s match, the 
Mutiny had two free kicks, 
but both attempts were saved 
by Vermont Green goalie 
Olivia Shippee.

T h e  v i s i t o r s  f r o m 
Burlington took a 1-0 lead 
during the 28th minute fol-
lowing a goal from Georgina 
Clark.

Emily Mara, who assisted 
on Clark’s goal, booted the 
ball into the net three min-
utes later.

The score remained 2-0 
until the 73rd minute when 
Lauren DeGroot  net ted 
another goal for Vermont 
Green. 

MUTINY from page 9

Avery Klingensmith is 
closely pressured by an 
opponent.

Blues to affiliate with Worcester Railers

caught a Legion game at 
North Adams last year, 
“Nate Carillon said. “He 
played very well  back 
there.”

Noah Carillon made a 
diving catch on a foul pop-
up in the first inning and 
threw out a runner trying to 
steal third base in the third 
inning.

“It was Noah’s first time 
as a starting catcher and he 
did a great job behind the 
plate,” Sutton said. “I’m 
very proud of him.”

Monson r ighthander 
Brayden Mega, graduat-
ed from Pathfinder Tech 
in 2025 and is currently a 
member of the Monroe 
University baseball team, 
also pitched very well. He 
went the distance in his start 
against Aldenville, allowing 
a run on two hits with four 
walks and nine strikeouts.

“It was another out-
standing performance by 
Brayden,” said Monson 
manager Steve Tripp. “He 
only had two hits and a 
couple of walks. We’ve just 
been struggling offensive-
ly. We had guys on base in 
every inning and couldn’t 
score a run.”

Aldenville centerfield-
er Justin Rivera led off the 
top of the first inning with 
a line-drive single to the 
gap in right center. Rivera 
advanced to second base fol-
lowing a fielding error. After 
the next two struck out and 
grounded out, Noah Carillon 
drew a walk extending the 
inning.

Mega escaped the jam 
with a pop-up caught by 
shortstop Matt  Santos, 
who recently received the 
Karl Oliveira Memorial 
Scholarship Award. 

Then Mega retired the 
next ten Post 337 batters.

Meanwhile, Monson left 
six runners on base, includ-
ing five in scoring position, 
during the first five innings.

With two outs in the bot-
tom of the second, Monson 
second baseman Grayson 
Griswold, who singled to 
left leading off the frame, 
was tagged out by Carillon 
trying to steal home.

Two  i n n i n g s  l a t e r , 
Monson first baseman Liam 
McGrath hit a leadoff single 
and left fielder Josiel Ortiz 
was safe at first base with 
two outs following a throw-
ing error. Ortiz stole second 
before Sutton ended the 

threat with a strikeout.
Aldenville leftfielder 

Adam Ozga lined a single 
into left field before being 
thrown out trying to steal 
second base by Monson 
catcher Kyle Kaczuwka.

The visitors would then 
break the scoreless deadlock 
with a run in the following 
frame without the benefit of 
a base hit.

Rivera  drew a  one-
out walk before steal-
ing both second and third. 
Shortstop Charlie Maxwell 
also walked, putting run-
ners at the corners. Then 
Ryan Netkovick, who was 
Aldenville’s starting sec-
ond baseman, hit a ground 
ball to Santos. His throw to 
the plate was dropped and 
Rivera scored what turned 
out to be the only run of the 
ballgame. 

T h e n  C a r i l l o n  wa s 
walked  in ten t iona l ly, 
which loaded the bases.

Mega  managed  t o 
get out of the jam with a 
strikeout and a ground ball 
out.

Monson had an oppor-
tunity to tie the score in 
the bottom half of the 
frame, but they had a run-
ner tagged out by Sutton 
trying to score on a passed 
ball.

M a x w e l l  r e l i ev e d 
Sutton before the start of 
the seventh inning. The 
righty issued an one-out 
walk to Dayne Shanley 
before retiring the next two 
batters to earn the save.
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Grayson Griswold lunges to pick up the ground 
ball.

G o a l i e 
C h l o e 
L a z i e r 
s e n d s  a 
f ree  k ick 
away.

Liam McGrath sends a 
grounder to third base.

S T.  L O U I S ,  M O   - 
The St. Louis Blues  and the 
Worcester Railers of the 
ECHL today  announced an 
affiliation agreement through 
the 2030-31 season.

Starting with the upcom-
ing 2026-27 campaign, the 
Railers will serve as the 
secondary affiliate for the 
Blues and their primary 
developmental affiliate, the 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
of the American Hockey 
League (AHL).

St.  Louis’ affil iation 
agreement with Springfield 
began in 2021 and was 
extended in 2024 to last 
through the 2030-31 season.

“For the development of 
St. Louis Blues prospects, 
Worcester truly is an ideal 
location for our ECHL 
affiliate and we look for-
ward to launching this part-
nership with their organi-
zation and community,” 
said Tim Taylor, St. Louis 
Blues Assistant General 
Manager and Co-General 
Manager of the Springfield 

Thunderbi rds .  “Having 
Springfield and Worcester 
located within 50 miles of 
each other will maximize 
the competitive opportuni-
ties for our young players 
and introduce some unique 
efficiencies for our player 
development and pro scout-
ing teams.”

The ECHL affiliate for 
the Blues over the previous 
two seasons was the Florida 
Everblades. The team just 
completed a run to win the 
ECHL’s Kelly Cup for the 
fourth time in five seasons.

The addition of Worcester 
as the Blues new  ECHL 
affiliate enhances the orga-
nizational development pyr-
amid based on geography 
and alignment between man-
agement teams. Recently 
named by The Athletic as 
having the 10th-best pros-
pect pool in the NHL, the 
Blues head into the 2026 
NHL Draft with 12 total 
selections, including three 
in the first round. Prospects 
already in the Blues system 

with Springfield recently 
completed an inspiring play-
off run to the AHL’s Atlantic 
Division Finals under the 
leadership of first-year head 
coach Steve Ott, establishing 
a record for the biggest upset 
in AHL playoff history in the 
process.

“When we were assess-
ing affiliation opportuni-
ties, we looked at a number 
of factors,” said Michael 
Myers, Worcester Railers 
Chief Operating Officer 
“We took into account prox-
imity, resources, and track 
record. Seeing what the 
Blues and their affiliates 
have done in recent history, 
excites us as an organization 
for what the future with St. 
Louis may hold. We look 
forward to welcoming St. 
Louis back into our Central 
Massachusetts hockey cul-
ture.”

The Worcester Railers 
were founded in 2016 and 
served as the ECHL affiliate 

Turley Publications seeks 
EXPERIENCED WRITERS/JOURNALISTS 

to produce news and/or feature stories 
of local interest for various towns and cities.

• Must be dependable, professional 
and able to meet strict deadlines

• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo 

Send writing samples with resume to:

www.turley.com

WRITERS

PAULA OUIMETTE
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to: 
pouimette@turley.com

See RAILERS, 
page 11



July 2, 2026  •  Barre Gazette  •  Page 11

Public Notices

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name 

of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 

which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a 
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Barre Gazette

Town of Oakham
Zoning Board of Appeals

The Oakham Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a regular 
business meeting on Thursday, 
July 16, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Oakham Town Hall.  There will 
be a public hearing for the fol-
lowing item:

VARIANCE: Owner/Appli-
cant: Michael Russ

 Location: 154 East Hill Rd., 
Oakham, MA. The applicant 
is requesting a Variance from 
Chapter 14 section 5.3 of the 
Oakham Zoning Bylaw. The ap-
plicant is seeking to extend the 
kitchen in the place of a deck and 
is seeking variance from the set 
back requirements from the abut-
ting property line. The applicants 
may bring all pertinent infor-
mation and plans with them and 
may bring a consultant/attorney 
to answer questions and to repre-
sent them at the hearing. 

Anyone wishing to comment 
on this matter should attend the 
public hearing or submit com-
ments in writing prior to the 
meeting to the Zoning Board 
of Appeals, 2 Coldbrook Rd., 
Oakham, MA 01068.  Interest-
ed parties may review the appli-
cation by calling the Town Hall 
(508)882-5549 and making an 
appointment to view the applica-
tion at the Town Hall.

Carl W. Lindley Jr., Chairman 	
Zoning Board of Appeals

07/02, 07/09/2026

  Notice of Public Hearing
New Braintree

 Zoning Board of Appeals
The New Braintree Zon-

ing Board of Appeals will hold 
a Public Hearing on Thurs-
day, July 16, 2026 at 6:30 pm                         
In the Town Hall 20 Memorial 
Drive New Braintree, MA on the  
Application of Jonathan Waw-
rzonek (D A Twines LLC) Ap-
plicant, seeking a Special Permit 
under the provision of MGL 40A 
and Chapter 9 Section C.14 of 
the Town of New Braintree Zon-
ing Bylaw to construct a 4,000 
square foot metal building for the 
proposed use of storage and me-
chanics. Proposed building site is 
278 Hardwick Rd. Town Asses-
sor’s Map 404, Lot 23

The application is on file in the 
Town Hall Clerk’s Office.  All 
those interested must be present, 
or send a representative, or send 
communication in advance of the 
hearing date. 
06/25, 07/02/2026

PUBLIC AUCTION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-

EN PURSUANT TO THE 
PROVISIONS OF M.L.C. 225 
SEC.39A THE FOLLOWING 
VEHICLES WILL BE SOLD 
ON July 6, 2026 AT A SALE TO 
SATISFY OUR GARAGE LIEN 
THEREON FOR TOWING & 
STORAGE CHARGES AND 
EXPENSES OF SALE AND 
NOTICE:
2012 Chrysler 200 Gray 
1C3CCBBB0CN278729
2010 BMW X5 Black 
5UXFE4C57AL278760
2013 Volkswagen Jetta 
3VW1K7AJ0DM207115
2011 Honda Accord 
1HGCP2F60BA087901
2009 Ford E-Series 
1FTNE24L49DA70825
2011 BMW 7 Series 
WBAKC8C58BC433487
2008 Ford Focus 
1FAHP35N68W276492
2016 Mazda Mazda6 
JM1GJ1W50G1467203
2010 Nissan Murano 
JN8AZ1MW1AW132556
2011 Hyundai SONATA 
5NPEB4AC0BH095343
2004 Jeep Grand Cherokee 
1J4GW48S44C338347
2006 Honda CR-V
JHLRD68516C024607
2006 GMC Savana 
1GJHG39U061188214
2018 Dodge Grand Caravan
2C4RDGCGXJR216135
2006 Ford Explorer 1FMEU-
74816ZA02780
2008 Ford Explorer 
1FMEU73EX8UA15857
2008 Honda Accord 
1HGCP26888A051609
2019 Toyota RAV4 
JTMP1RFV6KJ002044
2007 Toyota Prius 
JTDKB20U577576508
2010 Hyundai ACCENT 
KMHCM3ACXAU174983
2009 Honda Civic 
2HGFA16529H354404
2013 Subaru Impreza 
JF1GPAL6XD2889969
2008 Honda CR-V 
JHLRE48588C069693

The sale will be held at 
Early’s on Park Ave.

at 536 Park Ave., 
Worcester, MA  01603

06/18, 06/25, 07/02/2026

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Fourth grade student keeps 
promise to join band

BARRE –  In August of 
2022, Braiden Bowles and 
his brother, Jace, were invit-
ed onto the Harding Allen 
Bandstand to help lead the 
Quabbin Community Band 
as they played one of their 
final pieces of the season on 
“Dixieland Night.” 

Both boys stood on chairs 
to conduct the band with 
their own batons, doing a 
great job assisting director 
Margaret Reidy, including a 
perfect cut-off at the end of, 
“Canal Street Strut.” 

Braiden in particular 
made it clear he was going 
to take up the trumpet when 
he was old enough and 
would someday join the 
band. That day has come 
sooner than later, as Braiden 
has shown an advanced apti-
tude for a first-year player in 
the fourth grade. 

He began rehearsals with 
the group in May and has 
already performed in two 
concerts. He plays in a sec-
tion of more experienced 
but very supportive trumpet-
ers who are amazed at the 
progress Braiden has already 
made. 

Brother Jace is not old 
enough to begin an instru-
ment yet, but he says he’ll 
be in the band too, either 
on trumpet or trombone. 
The band looks forward to 

welcoming Jace when he’s 
ready.  

Next Sunday, July 5 at 6 
p.m.,  the group will present, 
“Happy 250th America” at 
Nornay Park in South Barre 
featuring many patriotic and 

uplifting selections, ending 
the evening with the rousing 
“1812 Overture” and “Stars 
and Stripes Forever.” 

Quabbin Pro Musica 
will once again be provid-
ing hotdogs, drinks & snacks 

throughout the evening. All 
summer concerts begin at 
6 p.m. Should there be rain 
on any Sunday evening, the 
concerts are moved indoors 
to the Barre Town Hall, 
Exchange Street.

for the New York Islanders 
since beginning play in the 
2017-18 season. The Railers 
have posted a .500 or better 
record in seven of their eight 
seasons, including a 35-30-
7 record during the 2025-26 
season, their second-best 
record in franchise history. 
The head coach and gener-

al manager of the Railers 
is Nick Tuzzolino. 

The Rai lers  p lay  in 
the  ECHL’s North Division 
in the Eastern Conference 
and have seen five for-
mer players make their 
NHL debut. A pillar of the 
Worcester, Massachusetts 
community, the Railers have 
received the ECHL’s league-
wide Community Service 

Award five times in their 
eight seasons.

The Blues helped intro-
duce minor league hockey to 
Worcester from 1994-2005 
when the Worcester  IceCats 
were the team’s top AHL 
affiliate. In addition to a 
series of successful play-
off runs, the IceCats pro-
duced several players that 
went on to play prominent 

roles for the Blues, includ-
ing  Jim Campbell,  Michal 
H a n d z u s ,   J a m a l 
Mayers, Tyson Nash, Darren 
Rumble, and Blues Hall of 
Famer  Barret  Jackman. 
After the IceCats were sold 
and relocated to become the 
Peoria Rivermen in 2005, the 
Worcester Sharks served as 
the AHL affiliate of the San 
Jose Sharks until 2015.
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Submitted photo

Braiden Bowles and his brother, Jace helped lead the Quabbin Community 
Band in August 2022

Local residents participate in Pan-Mass Challenge
N E E D H A M  –  T h i s 

Aug. 1 and 2, the Pan-Mass 
Challenge will bring togeth-
er more than 6,000 cyclists 
and 4,000 volunteers on 
Aug. 1-2 to raise money for 
cancer research and patient 
care at Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute. 

Participants from local 
communities will be among 
those helping support the 
PMC’s mission to fund life-
saving cancer research and 
treatment.

T h ey  i n c l u d e :  Pa m 
R o c k w o o d  o f  N o r t h 
Brookfield (https://profile.
pmc.org/PR0153),  Sean 
Sullivan of Rutland (https://
profile.pmc.org/SS0662), 

Karen Sharpe of Rutland 
(https://profile.pmc.org/
KS0607).

John Bubello of Rutland 
(https://profile.pmc.org/
JB1200), Carol Benoit of 
Rutland (https://profile.
pmc.org/CB0140), Charles 
Bateman of Rutland (https://
profile.pmc.org/CB0350), 
Lisa  Kelly of Rutland 
(https://profile.pmc.org/
LK0233), Seth Cormier of 
North Brookfiled (https://
profile.pmc.org/SC0377). 
David Larson of Hardwick 
(https://profile.pmc.org/
DL0322) and 

Dena Brayson of Ware 
(https://profile.pmc.org/
DB0232.)

The PMC, which rais-
es more money for charity 
than any other single athlet-
ic fundraiser in the world, 
is aiming to raise more than 
ever this year, with a fund-
raising goal of $79 million.

This year’s PMC comes 
at an especially critical time, 
with federal research sup-
port shrinking, grant approv-
al rates reaching historic 
lows, and cancer cases con-
tinuing to rise. For the 20th 
consecutive year, 100% of 
every rider-raised dollar will 
go directly to Dana-Farber, 
one of the nation’s top three 
hospitals for cancer research 
and care.

Since its inception in 

1980, the PMC has raised 
$1.125 billion for Dana-
Farber, making it the orga-
nization’s largest single 
contributor and accounting 
for 67 percent of the annual 
revenue of The Jimmy Fund, 
Dana-Farber’s communi-
ty-driven fundraising arm. 
This unrestricted annual 
funding has empowered and 
accelerated advancements in 
cancer research, deeply ben-
efitting patients across the 
world.

There is still time to par-
ticipate in this year’s Pan-
Mass Challenge. Folks inter-
ested in getting involved can 
learn more and register by 
visiting PMC.org.

Library hosts two
educational programs

BARRE – As part of its 
Summer Reading Program, 
Woods Memorial Library, 19 
Pleasant St., invites commu-
nity members to attend two 
free educational programs 
celebrating the natural world 
and the importance of envi-
ronmental stewardship. 

Both events are free and 
open to all.

On Saturday, July 18 at 11 
a.m., Master Gardener Gretel 
Anspach will present “New 
England Native Flora.” This 
engaging program explores 
the many benefits of choosing 
plants native to New England 
for home landscapes. 

At tendees  wi l l  learn 
how native trees, shrubs, 
and perennials are naturally 
adapted to the region’s cli-
mate, making them easier 
to maintain while providing 
valuable habitat for birds, 
butterflies, bees and other 
pollinators. 

The presentation will also 

discuss how native plants can 
be more resistant to deer and 
rabbits, helping gardeners 
create beautiful, sustainable 
landscapes with less effort.

The following Saturday, 
July 25 at 11 a.m., the library 
will host “Seeding the Future: 
Why Local Farms Matter” 
with Dave Reed, Executive 
Director of Central Mass 
Grown. This informative dis-
cussion examines the vital 
role local farms play in sup-
porting healthy communities, 
protecting the environment 
and strengthening the local 
economy. 

Participants will learn 
about modern farming prac-
tices, the benefits of purchas-
ing locally grown food, the 
challenges facing today’s 
farmers and simple ways 
individuals can help support 
local agriculture.

For more information, 
people may call the library at 
978-355-2533.

Orange Community Band offers patriotic events
ORANGE – The Orange 

Communi ty  Band wi l l 
be providing two patriotic 
events on the bandstand in 
Butterfield park, first as part 
of the regular summer series 
and then as part of the town 
of Orange’s contribution to 
America’s 250th Birthday.

First is the band’s regular 
Friday evening concert on 
Friday, July 3 at 7 p.m. on 
the bandstand. This concert 
is themed: “A Nation’s Story 
in Song” and will feature 

many of the band’s usual 
July 4 programming. 

The concert is the third 
in the summer series of 
seven concerts. Sponsors for 
this season include Witty’s 
Funeral  Home, Donald 
Hurtle American Legion 
Post 172, Susannah Whipps, 
The Lyman Family, New 
Salem Academy Trustees, 
Orange Lions Club (pro-
viding insurance), and in 
memory of John and Esther 
Smith ,  Nurs ie  Perkins 

Family, John Marsh Howe 
Family, and Dr. Robert and 
Jeanne Clark.  

Partial sponsors include 
St. Mary’s Woman’s Club, 
Ve n t u r e  C o m m u n i t y 
Services, Dean’s Beans, 
Edward Jones of Athol, and 
in memory of Gordon and 
Madena Kilhart.

Then, on Wednesday, 
July 8 the band will par-
t ic ipate  in  the  s ta te’s 
Celebration of America’s 
250th Birthday at 6 p.m. on 

the Bandstand in Butterfield 
Park.  This  program is 
organized by the Town of 
Orange and Select Board 
member Kelli Bixby.  

The program will include 
the Pledge of Allegiance, the 
reading of the Declaration 
of Independence, and selec-
tions by the band, conducted 
by Steph Parker. 

The Community Band’s 
summer series on the band-
stand on Fridays extends 
through July 31.
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Barre Police Log

Public Safety

Rutland Police Log

Hardwick Police Log

Oakham Police Log

New Braintree Police Log

Hubbardston Police Log
Sunday, May 31

3 : 2 5  p m .  F o l l o w - U p 
Investigation, Summer Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

Summons Furno, Steven, 
30, Barre

Charges Shoplifting by con-
cealing merchandise

3:53 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Valley Road, 
Returned

Monday, June 1
1:25 a.m. Burglary/Breaking 

and Entering, Austin Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

1 :58  a .m .  Emergency 
Medica l  Serv ice  –  Fa l ls , 
Pleasant Street, Transported to 
Hospital

10:48 a.m. Animal – ACO 
Call, South Street, Officer/Chief 
Advised

1 2 : 1 9  p . m .  J u v e n i l e 
Runaway, South Street, Officer 
Spoke to Party

1:37 p.m. Property – Lost. 
Found/Surrender, South Street, 
Information Taken

5:36 pm.  D is turbance/
Disorderly, Mechanic Street, 
Peace Restored

6:07 p.m. Safety Concert, 
Wheelwright Road, Off icer 
Spoke to Party

9:23 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  Hubbardston Road, 
Written Warning

11:13 p.m. Unwanted Party, 
Old Stage Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

Tuesday, June 2
5 :22  a .m .  Emergency 

Med ica l  Serv ice  –  S ick /
Unknown, Gauthier Road, 
Transported to Hospital

7 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Summer Street, Referred to 
Other Agency

1 0 : 2 7  a . m .  A n i m a l  – 
ACO Call, Summer Street, 
Information Given

11 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Broad Street, Officer/Chief 

Advised
11:14 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Mechanic Street, Citation 
Issued

2:21 p.m. Illegal Dumping, 
Old Hardwick Road, Referred to 
Other Agency

5:51 p.m.  Assaul t  and 
Battery, South Street, Call 
Transferred

9 : 3 7  p . m .  S u s p i c i o u s 
Person/Vehicle Activity, School 
S. Street, Report Filed

Wednesday, June 3
8:53 a.m. Motor Vehicle – 

Disabled, Coldbrook Road, 
Party Departed without Incident

10:38 a.m. Animal – Lost 
and/or Found, James Street, 
Information Given

10:41 a.m. Fraud or Forgery, 
Old Coldbrook Road, Criminal 
Complaint

Summons Rodriguez, Alexis, 
21, Southbridge

Charges  C red i t  Ca rd , 
Improper Use Under S1200, 
Utter False Document

1:50 p.m. Animal – Lost and/
or Found, West Street, Referred 
to Other Agency

1:55 p.m.  Assaul t  and 
Battery, South Street, Officer 
Spoke to Party

3 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
West Street,  Off icer/Chief 
Advised12

3 :11  p .m.  Recove red /
Confiscated Property, South 
Street, Call Transferred

4:56 p.m. Unwanted Party, 
Old Coldbrook Road, Peace 
Restored

5:43 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, West Street, 
Call Transferred

7:04 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Main Street, Officer Spoke to 
Party

8 : 5 9  p . m .  S u s p i c i o u s 
Person/Vehicle Activity, South 
Street, Officer/Chief Advised

9:01 p.m. Juvenile Runaway, 
South Street, Returned

Thursday, June 4
12:51 a.m.  Emergency 

Medical Service – Breathing 
D i f f i c u l t y ,  S a m s  W a y, 
Transported to Hospital

6:17 a.m. Larceny or Theft, 
Main Street, Negative Contact

11:05 pa.m. Suspicious 
Person/Vehicle Activity, South 
Street, Information

11:20 a.m. Erratic Operator, 
South Street, Negative Contact

2:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  South Barre Road, 
Citation Issued

2:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  South Barre Road, 
Citation Issued

4:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

11:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, South Street, Officer 
Spoke to Party

Friday, June 5
12:23 a.m.  Emergency 

Med ica l  Serv ice  –  S ick /
Unknown, Old Coldbrook Road, 
Transported to Hospital

2:23 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  South Barre Road, 
Citation Issued

3:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  South Barre Road, 
Citation Issued

8:17 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, South Street, 
Returned 

Saturday, June 6
9:02 a.m. Disturbance/

Disorderly, Moulton Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

12:22 p.m. Property Dispute 
or Exchange, Worcester Road, 
Returned

6:14 p.m. Speak to Police, 
Main Street, Officer Spoke to 
Party

S u m m o n s  M c C r e e d y, 
Thomas, 72, Templeton

Charges Assault and Battery

Sunday, May 31
9:13 a.m. Fire – Power Lines/

Wires, Glenwood Road, Referred 
to Other Agency

11:27 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street,  Wri t ten 
Warning

11:38 a.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, Worcester 
Road ,  Ambu lance  S igned 
Refusal

11:49 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street,  Wri t ten 
Warning

12 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

12:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street,  Wri t ten 
Warning

12:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street,  Wri t ten 
Warning

1 2 : 5 0  p . m .  F i r e  – 
Miscellaneous Fire, Pleasantdale 
Road, Fire Extinguished

1:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

2 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

2 : 3 4  p . m .  C o m p l a i n t , 
Blueberry Lane, Officer/Chief 
Advised

11:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  Barre Paxton Road, 
Vehicle Towed

Monday, June 1
8:31 a.m. Keep the Peace, 

Main Street, Returned
9:12 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service –Sick/Unknown, Memorial 
Drive, Transported to Hospital

9:18 a.m. Tree Incidents 
(No Wires), Thurston Hill Road, 
Removed from Scene

9:45 a.m. Larceny or Theft, 
River Road, Officer Spoke to 
Party

1:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle Hit 
and Run, Whitehall Road, Report 
Filed

Tuesday, June 2
2:36 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Falls, Old Princeton 
Road, Mutual Aid Transport

8:46 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Central 
Tree Road, Transported to 
Hospital

11 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Chest Pain/Heart 
Problem, Campbel l  Street , 
Transported to Hospital

11 :17  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Stroke (CVA), 
Anthony Drive, Transported to 
Hospital

4 :25  p .m.  Harassment , 
Wilson Way, Peace Restored

4:53 p.m. Fraud or Forgery, 
East County Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

8:22 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, East Hill Road, 

Ambulance Signed Refusal
10:15 p.m. Assist Other 

Police Department, Princeton, 
Mutual Aid Assist

11:58 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street,  Wri t ten 
Warning

Wednesday, June 3
1:46 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Sick/Unknown, Maple 
Avenue, Transported to Hospital

3:41 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Serv ice –  B leed ing (Non-
Traumatic), Central Tree Road, 
Transported to Hospital

8:34 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Glenwood Road, Information 
Given

8:37 a.m. Erratic Operator, 
Pommogussett Road, Officer/
Chief Advised

9:06 a.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Main Street, Report 
Filed

11 :11  a .m .  Emergency 
Medical Service – Falls, East 
Country Road, Transported to 
Hospital

11 :12  a .m .  Susp i c i ous 
P e r s o n / Ve h i c l e  A c t i v i t y, 
Pommogussett  Road, Area 
Search Negative 

2:39 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Abdominal/Back Pain, 
Prescott Street, Transported to 
hOspital

4:46 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Seizures, Prescott 

Street, Transported to Hospital
5:23 p.m. Erratic Operator, 

Main Street, Negative Contact
6:23 p.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Breathing Difficulty, 
Brooke Haven Drive, Transported 
to Hospital

7:18 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Prospect Street, 
Mutual Aid Transported

7:41 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Grizzly Drive, 
Negative Contact

8:07 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Main Street, 
Returned

Thursday, June 4
3:36 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Falls, River Road, 
Transported to Hospital

7:51 a.m. Complaint, Ivy 
Lane, Officer/Chief Advised

8:29 a.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Juniper Lane, Area Search 
Negative

9:02 a.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Rutland Heights Way, Removed 
from Scene

10:53 a.m. Serve Warrant, 
Brunelle Drive, Removed to 
Court

Arrest Johnson, Neil Joshua, 
56, Rutland

Charges Warrant
4:56 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 

Collision, Barre Paxton Road, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

6:33 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 

Collision, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

7:30 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Maple Avenue, 
Report Filed

7:52 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Wachusett Street, Report Filed

10:46 p.m. Assist Other 
Police Department, Holden, 
Negative Contact

Friday, June 5
7:11 a.m. Safety Concern, 

Main Street, Report Filed
7:23 a.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 

Collision, Fisherman’s Road, 
Transported to Hospital

7:46 a.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Carly Circle, Information Taken

1:53 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
East County Road, Investigated

2:06 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Pommogussett  Road, Area 
Search Negative

3:59 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Glenwood Road, Information 
Taken

7:42 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Seizures, Wachusett 
St reet ,  Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

8:04 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Breathing Difficulty, 
Main Street, Transported to 
Hospital

8:11 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Main Street, Mutual Aid 
Transport

8:42 p.m. Animal – Lost 

and/or Found, Kenwood Drive, 
Returned

11:08 p.m. Tree Incidents (No 
Wires) Barre Paxton Road, Gone 
on Arrival

Saturday, June 6
2:17 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Falls, Sycamore Drive, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

9:35 a.m. Safety Concern, 
Memorial Field, Referred to 
Other Agency

9:36 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Valley View Circle, Officer/Chief 
Advised

10:43 a.m. Safety Concern, 
Pommogussett Road, Officer /
Chief Advised

11:14 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  Barre Paxton Road, 
Criminal Complaint

Summons Tah, Tifuh Afor, 21, 
Milford

Charges Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle, Registration Suspended, 
Operating Motor Vehicle With

12:16 p.m. Lockout (Home 
or Vehicle), Main Street, Entry 
Gained

8:22 p.m. Fire – Fumes/
Odor/Gas Leak, Arrowhead Way, 
Investigated

8 : 4 8  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Trauma, 
Pommogussett Road, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

9:03 p.m. Noise Complaint, 
Skyline Drive, Peace Restored

During the week of June 
15 -22 ,  the  Hardw ick /New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 39 building/prop-
erty checks, 40 directed/area 
patrols, seven radar assign-
ments, three traffic controls, 
seven emergency 911 calls, six 
citizen assists, one motor vehicle 
investigation, two complaints, two 
safety hazards, one burglary, one 
property damage, one scam, one 
motor vehicle accident and one 
motor vehicle stop in the town of 
Hardwick.

Monday, June 15
9:41 a.m. Complaint, Barre 

Road, Spoken To
1:20  p .m.  911 Med ica l 

Emergency, Hardwick Road, 
Death/Unattended

uesday, June 16
7:36 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Investigation, Main Street, Officer 
Handled

2:45 p.m. Suspicious Activity, 
Birch Street, Officer Handled

3:42 p.m. Suspicious Activity, 
Prospect Street, Spoken To

3:45 p.m. Burglary (Breaking 
and Entering), Main Street, 
Report Taken

5:02 p.m. 911 Motor Vehicle 
Crash, Hardwick Road, Report 
Taken

Wednesday, June 17
6:57 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Grove Street, Officer Handled
8:28 a.m. Suspicious Activity, 

Main Street, Services Rendered
9:01 a.m. Property Damage, 

Barre Road, Negative Contact
Thursday, June 18

11:41 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Ware, Services Rendered

2:15 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Barre Road, Services Rendered

2:24 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
Lower Road, Officer Handled

4 p.m. 911 Safety Hazard, 
Lower Road, Services Rendered

Friday, June 19
3:14 p.m. Assist Citizen, Main 

Street, Officer Handled
4:22 p.m. Scam, Main Street, 

Report Taken
7:29 p.m. Complaint, School 

Street, Officer Handled
10:42 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Hardw ick  Road ,  Serv i ces 
Rendered

Saturday, June 20
7:31  a .m.  911 Med ica l 

Emergency,  Ma in  S t ree t , 
Transported to Hospital

11 : 0 4  p . m .  M e d i c a l 
E m e r g e n c y,  H i g h  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

Sunday, June 21
9:24 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Unknown Location, Spoken To

During the week of June 
22 -29 ,  the  Hardw ick /New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 68 building/prop-
erty checks, 34 directed/area 
patrols, 16 radar assignments, 
three traffic controls, four emer-
gency 911 calls, three citizen 
assists, three assist other agen-
cies, one investigation, two com-
plaints, eight animal calls and 11 
motor vehicle stops in the town of 
Hardwick.

Monday, June 22
10 p.m. Complaint, Turkey 

Street, Officer Handled

Tuesday, June 23
9:24 a.m. Utility Issues, Old 

Petersham Road, Services 
Rendered

4:26 p.m. Invest igat ion, 
J a c k s o n  R o a d ,  C r i m i n a l 
Complaint

4:50 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Barre Road, Officer Handled

Wednesday, June 24
10:08 a.m. 911 Animal Call, 

Petersham Road, Negat ive 
Contact

6:40 p.m. 911 Disturbance, 
Turkey Street, Arrest(s) Made

Thursday, June 25
3:31 a .m.  Ass is t  Other 

Agency, Out of Town, Services 
Rendered

8:33 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, New Braintree Town Line, 
Citation Issued

9:01 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Citation Issued

9:53 a.m. Assist Citizen, Main 
Street, Services Rendered

6:13 a.m. Disturbance, Broad 
Street, Peace Restored

Friday, June 26
10:44 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Telephone, Voice Message Left

Saturday, June 27
2:29  p .m.  911 Med ica l 

E m e r g e n c y,  N o r t h  R o a d , 
Referred to Other Agency

11:12 p.m. 911 Complaint, 
Broad Street, Negative Contact

11:25 p.m. Assist  Other 
Agency, Out of Town, Officer 
Handled

Sunday, June 28
1:05 a .m.  Ass is t  Other 

Agency, Main Street, Vehicle 
Towed

8:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Citation Issued

Monday, June 29
6:24 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Hardwick Road, Citation Issued

Sunday, May 31
10:24 a.m. Weapons/Ammo 

Complaint, North Brookfield 
Road, Officer Spoke to Party

11:38 a.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, Worcester 
Road,  Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

8:42 p.m. Harassment, Old 
Turnpike Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

Monday, June 1
7:13 a.m. Animal – Wildlife, 

South Road, Referred to Other 
Agency

6:09 p.m. Complaint, Ware 
Corner Road, Officer Spoke to 
Party

Tuesday, June 2
8 :22  p .m .  Emergency 

Medical Service – Falls, East 
Hill Road, Ambulanc3e Signed 
Refusal

Wednesday, June 3
7:29 a.m. Animal – ACO 

Cal l ,  Old Turnpike Road, 
Recovered

Friday, June 5
6:15 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, 

Scott Road, Officer Spoke to 
Party

9:37 p.m. Fraud or Forgery, 
Bechan Road, Call Transferred

During the week of June 
22-29,  the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 17 building/prop-
erty checks, 19 directed/area 
patrols, eight radar assign-
ments, five emergency 911 
calls, two citizen assists, one 
assist other agency, one motor 
vehicle accident, two com-
plaints, three animal calls and 
four motor vehicle stops in the 
town of New Braintree.

Monday, June 22
10:55 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Memorial Drive, Officer Handled
11:33 a.m. Serve Warrant, 

Wine Road, Arrest(s) Made

Tuesday, June 23
10:04 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, West Brookfield 
Road, Transported to Hospital

11 : 2 2  a . m .  P a r k i n g 
Complaint, Worcester Road, 
Spoken To

12:07 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Memorial Drive, Officer 
Handled

Wednesday, June 24
9:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Crash, Oakham Road, Services 
Rendered

Thursday, June 25
2 : 5 9  a . m .  M e d i c a l 

Emergency, West Brookfield 
Road, Patient Refusal

9:08 a.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, West Brookfield 
Road, Transported to Hospital

10:42 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Memorial Drive, Officer Handled

Friday, June 26
11:47 a .m.  Compla in t , 

Worcester Road, Negative 
Contact

Sunday, June 28
4:15 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency,  Wes t  Road , 
Transported to Hospital

Monday, June 29
7 a.m. Medical Emergency, 

Oakham Road, Transported to 
Hospital

Sunday, May 31
10:46 a.m. Erratic Operator, 

Ragged Hill Road, Negative 
Contact

6 :04  p .m.  D is tu rbance/
Disorderly, Main Street, Officer 
Spoke to Party

Monday, June 1
7 :28  a .m.  Road /Tra f f i c 

Hazard, Hale Road, Investigated
10:01 a.m. Illegal Dumping, 

Williamsville Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

11:56 a.m. Erratic Operator, 
Gardner Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

1:47 a.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Main  St reet ,  Off icer /Ch ie f 
Advised

7:13 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, Birches Road, Officer/
Chief Advised

11 :05  p .m .  Susp i c i ous 
P e r s o n / Ve h i c l e  A c t i v i t y, 
Williamsville Road, No Action 
Required

Tuesday, June 2
2:46 a.m. EMS – Falls, Old 

Princeton Road, Mutual Aid 
Transport

5:32 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Wiliamsville 
Road, Returned 

6:54 p.m. Assist Other Police 
Department, Lunenburg, Report 
Filed

7:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, Barre Road, Officer/
Chief Advised

Wednesday, June 3
6:51 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Gardner Road, Written Warning
7:53 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Brigham Street, Written Warning

8:07 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Brigham Street, Written Warning

8:23 a.m. Safety Concern, 
Brigham Street, Information 
Taken

8:33 a.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Old Princeton 
Road, Public Assist

9:01 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Trauma, Old Boston 
Turnpike, Transported to Hospital

9:15 a.m. Property Damage, 
Main Street, Report Filed

10 :21  a .m .  Susp i c ious 
Person/Vehicle Activity, Gardner 
Road, Area Search Negative

11:57 a.m. Road/Traff ic 
Hazard, Brigham Street, Party 
Departed Without Incident

3:31 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Gardner Road, Negative Contact

3:44 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Old Boston Turnpike, Negative 
Contact

5:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Gardner Road, Written Warning

5:18 p.m Motor Vehicle Stop 
– Disabled, Gardner Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

Thursday, June 4
10:53 a.m. Motor Vehicle – 

Disabled, Worcester Road, 
Investigated

11:40 a.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Simond Hill Road, Information 
Given

1:32 p.m. Complaint, Ragged 
Hill Road, Officer/Chief Advised

3:35 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Barre Road, 
Report Filed

7:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Brigham Street, Written Warning

7:25 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Gardner Road, Written Warning

10 :40  p .m .  Susp i c ious 

P e r s o n / / Ve h i c l e  A c t i v i t y, 
Hubbardston Police Department, 
Report Filed

Friday, June 5
2:57 p.m. Emergency Medical 

Serv ice –  B leed ing (Non-
Traumatic, Gardner Road, Mutual 
Aid Transported

4:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Worcester Road, Written Warning

Saturday, June 6
12:02 p.m. Animal – ACO 

Call, Gardner Road, No Action 
Required

3:12 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Worcester Road, No Transport 
Required

4:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Gardner Road, Written Warning

4:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Brigham Street, Written Warning

4:51 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Worcester Road, Written Warning

4:59 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Worcester Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

5 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Wil l iamsvi l le Road, Writ ten 
Warning

5:12 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Constitution Avenue, Transported 
to Hospital

5:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Burnshirt Road, Written Warning

6:05 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Mt. Jefferson 
Road, Returned

11 :31  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Sick/Unknown, 
Penobscott Avenue, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal
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QUEEN SIZE SLEIGH BED, Amish 
made, beautiful, no hardware $325.
LEATHER ADJUSTABLE CONCERT 
PIANO BENCH, excellent, $65. 
TEEK SHOWER STOOL, 14dx8h, 
beautiful, brand new in box, $85. 
FUTON with quality mattress, $175. 

413-256-1670 

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for
 outdoor boilers (Cheap).

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

(413)477-0083

FIREWOOD FOR SALE: AGED 
HARDWOOD, cut/split 16” $325 per cord; 
2 cord minimum plus delivery. Allard Broth-
ers 413-665-8041.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  

Call (508) 882-0178

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381 

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text 
or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 or visit my 
website at dannyselectricllc.com to 
fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All 
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic. 
#14960A. 413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

MOTORCYCLES
1992 HARLEY SPORTSTER, new 
brakes, chain, sprockets, clutch, battery, 
tires, starter. 27K miles. Ready to go. $2000 
/ make offer. 508-867-2647/774-757-
8400

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. READY NOW, $1,200. 
413-218-2321

LIVESTOCK
CHICKENS FOR SALE.

Barred Rocks, Reds, Australorp, Hybred. 
All large brown New England type layers. 
$20 each/6 for $100. 413-218-2321

Town Administrator 
 Town of Russell, MA

 
The Town of Russell seeks a Town Ad-
ministrator with strong communication 
and collaborative skills to oversee and 
manage day-to-day operations for our 
Town.  Russell is a small rural community 
(pop. 1643) in the Southern Hilltown’s of the 
Pioneer Valley region in Hampden County.  
Led by a three-member Select Board, and 
Open Town Meeting form of government, 
the Town relies on the Town Administrator 
to be responsible for the oversight and 
management of daily operations of the 
Town. 
Responsibilities include scheduling, de-
veloping and implementing town projects, 
assisting with the preparation of budgets, 
coordinating with various town boards and 
committees, supervising and coordinating 
overall operations of Town government 
and managing day-to-day affairs under the 
general direction of the Select Board.  The 
Town Administrator will support the Select 
Board, ensure compliance with all appli-
cable laws and regulations, interface with 
government agencies and the public and 
manage municipal operations for the Town.  
Attendance at certain evening meetings is 
required. 
Candidates should have knowledge and 
competence in municipal finance and 
budgeting, project management, human 
resource/personnel administration, Mas-
sachusetts municipal law, and intergovern-
mental and community relations. 
The successful candidate should possess 
five (5) years of municipal management 
and leadership experience, or similar re-
sponsibilities in a public or government 
agency.  A degree in public administration 
or a related field is preferred.  An equivalent 
combination of education, training and ex-
perience which demonstrates possession 
of the required knowledge, skills and abil-
ities may also be considered. 
This is a full-time position with benefits. 
Starting salary range of $70,000 – $85,000 
commensurate with qualifications and ex-
perience.  

Submit resume and cover letter as a pdf 
attachment to 

nboersig@townofrussell.us
 Applications must be 

received by July 16, 2026.
The Town of Russell is an equal opportu-
nity employer.

FOR RENT
826 EAST STREET, LUDLOW. 2 
BR., 1-1/2 bath, kitchen, dinette, LR. 
Applications required. For more infor-
mation, please call 413-583-3097. 

CONDO: 2 BEDROOM, 1.5 bath in Chi-
copee. Quiet, parking/2 cars. Total remodel. 
$1600/month. First/security. 413-204-
9828 

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

1,000’S OF ACs ON SALE!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!
BIKES, E-BIKES!!!
WE REPAIR BIKES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

OPEN 4TH OF JULY 9AM-7PM
4TH OF JULY SALE!!!! 
BEAT THE PRICE INCREASES!

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

www.PostRoadRealty.comwww.PostRoadRealty.com

Happy 250th
★ Birthday ★

to our beautiful and 
    amazing country!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Provincetown by 
Fast Ferry $220

June 27 ....Lake George Cruise & Lunch  ......................$185
July 11  ....Provincetown by Fast Ferry ........................  $220
Sept. 26  ..Pickity Place Lunch .......................................$130
Nov. 7 ......Great Gatsby at PPAC ..................................$165
Aug. 30 ....7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise ..............from $1699

Lisa Caron Realtor®

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

Call today to get started!
508.341.8299

171 Farm Pond Road Oakham $590,000
Designed w/entertaining in mind, this 
home offers an open-concept fl plan 
& private 3-acre setting. The 1st floor 
features a stunning 33-ft country kitchen 
w/ss appliances, quartz countertops, 
large walk-in pantry, & beautiful Brazilian 
cherry flooring. The kitchen flows 
seamlessly into the 26-ft front-to-back 
living/family rm, highlighted by a raised-hearth pellet stove, & formal dining rm 
adorned w/custom moldings. Sliding doors provide easy access to rear deck, 
perfect for indoor-outdoor gatherings. Upstairs, the generous primary suite 
includes a walk-in closet & en-suite bath w/soak tub & separate shower. 
2 additional bedrooms, another full bath with laundry complete the level. 
The finished lower level offers additional heated living and entertainment space, 
while the heated two-car garage provides year-round comfort/convenience. 
For equestrian or hobby farmers, the property features a two-stall barn w/water 
and electric w/2 paddocks & ample room for horses, goats, cows or more.Lisa Caron Realtor®

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

Call today to get started!

508.341.8299

Are you ready to buy or sell?

SUMMERSUMMER
at TIMMY’S

EVERY SATURDAY 
7AM-2PM

JUNE THRU OCTOBER
20’X30’ AREA ON GRASS

Most have shades & tables
$30.00 Cash To Set Up

1042 West St. 1042 West St. 
(Rt. 122) Barre MA(Rt. 122) Barre MA
2 mi. north of Barre center2 mi. north of Barre center

CONTACT:
Text: 978-257-9461

Facebook: @timmy.s.996763

Century 21 North East
160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

8 Martin Rd, Brookfield — $560,000
This custom hip-roof Colonial is located in the 

desirable Tantasqua School District. The property 
features 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, a walk-out basement, 
a walk-up attic, and a two-car garage. Please contact 

me if you would like more information.

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

WARE•WEST BROOKFIELD
175 West St., Ware

413-967-5121 • 967-3184
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

116 Federal St.
(Rt. 9) Belchertown

413-323-7661 • 323-9296

117 West Main St.,
W. Brookfield • 508-867-9947
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

Prepaid Card
with a purchase of AAA Battery

$25
Claim a

Prepaid Card
with a purchase of Legend or 
Legend Premium AGM Battery

$20
Claim a

Buy 1 Legend, Legend Premium AGM, 
or AAA Battery and claim a Prepaid Card

Please see store associate 
for details. Redeem online 
at NAPArebates.com by 
9/15/26. Terms & Conditions 
apply. Limit 2 per household. 
Excludes Proformer, 
Commercial, Marine and 
Lawn & Garden batteries.


