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OAKHAM – Anticipating 
a  l a r g e  c r o w d ,  t h e 
Conservation Commission 
moved the location of the 
Notice of Intent hearings 
from the Town Hall to the 
Oakham Center School.

The first notice of intent 
hearing was to build a single 
family house on Robinson 
Road by Cara Peck of 

Holden. The construction 
of the driveway to the home 
had to cross the Five Mile 
River. There is already a 
crossing over the river. The 
plan includes the installa-
tion of a box culvert over the 
river and within the buffer 
zone of wetlands. 

All abutters received 
letters of notification of 
the hearing. None of them 
attended.

The Commission received 
signed permission from the 

property owner to conduct a 
site visit and scheduled it for 
Monday, June 8 at 5 p.m.

Moraga Storage LLC 
hearing

Over 6o people came out 
Tuesday, June 2 for the sec-
ond notice of intent hearing 
for Moraga Storage, LLC. 
Their Notice of Intent was 
for rebuilding of a road with-
in the buffer zone of wet-
lands on the 43 acre proper-
ty, located on 358 Coldbrook 

Road.   
The owner of the prop-

erty, Ram Radar of Florida, 
did not attend, but he had 
legal representation at the 
hearing. Greg Hopkins and 
Brian Penito represented 
Moraga, the company that 
intended to build an 180 
megawatt Battery Energy 
Storage System on the 
site of the former Amherst 
Oakham Auto Recycling.

Penito showed plans 
to upgrade an access road 

located near the former 
Amherst  Oakham Auto 
existing buildings. They 
planned to not touch the 
paved stretch of road from 
the entrance on Coldbrook 
Road onto the property. 

Upgrades to the unpaved 
section included widening to 
15 feet and consisted of  a 
crowned gravel road over a 
layered compacted gravel.

In addition to extensive 

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer

zachf@turley.com

RUTLAND – There will 
be another override vote in 
Rutland on June 16. 

The Select Board called 
the meeting after two citi-
zens’ petitions gathered the 
signatures necessary to act 
on, as Select Board Chair 
Sheila Dibb said the board 
must call the meeting given 
the successful petitions.

At the May 27 meeting, it 
was revealed that one of the 
petitions was simply to call a 
special town meeting, and the 
other one was a petition for 
a $1.125 million public safe-

ty and Department of Public 
Works override. 

Town Clerk Anita Carlson 
said the numbers break down 
as $458,726 for the Fire 
Department, $449,496 for 
the Police Department and 
$216,923 for the DPW. 

The Select Board will also 
add another motion to accept 
the Wachusett  Regional 
School District assessment 
for Rutland, which accord-
ing to Town Administrator 
Heather Butler has been 
reduced by about $135,000 
for Rutland’s share. 

According to the board, 
if the override vote passes at 

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer

zachf@turley.com

HUBBARDSTON – Town 
meeting was held Monday at 
Hubbardston Center School 
where voters voted on the 
town budget, school budget 
and other items. 

The town budget pre-
sented at town meeting was 
slightly different from the 
budget in the packet. 

At the June 1 meeting, 
Town Administrator Sean 
Fitzgerald said the modified 
budget for the town budget, 
which includes salaries and 
departments, was to raise and 
appropriate $4,877,612 from 
the tax levy, and transfer 
$46,471 from free cash.

The budget presented in 
article 11 of the town meet-
ing warrant was $4,843,757, 
which is about $80,000 less 
than the amended budget 
presented at town meeting. 

Susan Breagy, a resident, 
said some line items in the 
budget were cut, like the 
senior center. She said the 
building needs a new roof 
and they cut the line item 
for supplies. She also said 
the director works more than 
the 15 hours a week she is 
budgeted for, and asked the 
boards to reconsider. 

Fitzgerald said there were 
about $200,000 cut from 
department head requests to 
balance the budget.

Kristofer Munroe asked 
about high variance items, 
like debt service. Fitzgerald 
said there was a structural 
deficit of about $300,000, 
which increased debt service 
for this year by 85%. 

He said some of the other 
high variance items were a 
result of changing to a zero-
base budget, which trans-
ferred many funds from one 
line to a new line. He said 
the new budget has over 500 

lines, up from only about 
120.

He said some of the trans-
fers include centralized utili-
ties and the development of a 
human resources department, 
along with money allocated 
in the select board budget 
to go to the town adminis-
trator’s budget. When asked 
about the highway depart-
ment being cut, Fitzgerald 
said a lot of it was from the 
centralizing of utilities.

Fitzgerald also said the 
town’s share of the Quabbin 
Regional School District 
budget went up 4.01%, 
which is down from the orig-
inally proposed increase of 
over 7%, but the town is still 
absorbing that increase in the 
budget.

Some residents brought up 
concerns that there was not 
a paper copy of the budget 

Conservation Commission holds hearings

Town meeting approves budgets 
and passes over several articles

Turley Publications photo by Ellenor Downer

Lady slippers are wild orchids, which grow 
in damp woodlands and wetland relying on 
highly specific soil fungi for their seeds to 
germinate.

Lady Slippers show their 
delicate pink blooms

Staff Report

HARDWICK – The annu-
al town meeting will be held 
on Saturday, June 6 at 9 a.m. 
at Hardwick Elementary 
School, 76 School House 
Drive, Gilbertville.

Article 1
To see if the town will 

vote to accept the reports of 
all officers and committees 
as printed in the 2025 Annual 
Report.

Article 2
To see if the town will 

vote to transfer a sum of 
money from available funds 
in the treasury to meet over-
drawn and unprovided for 

accounts in the prior fiscal 
years.

Article 3
To see if the town will 

vote to raise and appropri-
ate, transfer from available 
funds in the treasury, borrow 
or any combination thereof, 
a sum of money to meet defi-
cits or unforeseen costs for  
fiscal year 2026 snow and ice 
removal.

Article 4
To see if the town will 

allow the Board of Assessors 
to appoint one of its members 
to a full-time position.

Hardwick’s annual town 
meeting this Saturday

Courtesy Photo by Chuck Coppolino

A hearty group of adventurers explored the former Jacob Riis home site on “Crow Hill” and the Barre 
Heath on the other side of Route 62.

By Lucy Allen

Si t t ing  be tween the 
Burnshir t  and Canesto 
Rivers, Crow Hill and the 
Barre Heath below form a 
unique environment that has 
served Native Americans 
and the descendants of 
European settlers for centu-
ries.

As  Barre  His tor ica l 
Society Historian, I led the 
group up the lower part of 
Crow Hill to the former site 

of the farm once owned by 
Jacob Riis, the famed social 
reformer, journalist and pho-
tographer. 

Only hulking sections of 
stone foundations remain 
now, as this is part of the 
Ware River Watershed. 
Nevertheless, the orchard 
on the hill above the home-
site bravely showed its apple 
blossom while a strong, cold 
west wind swept down the 
hill to the shivering group of 
adventurers. 

We reviewed how Jacob 
and his second wife, a much 
younger Mary Phillips Riis, 
purchased the property in 
1911 and attempted to turn 

the run-down place into a 
profitable farm. Jacob died 
in 1914 and is buried near-
by in Riverside Cemetery. 
Mary ran the farm part-time 
for 22 more years, but devel-
oped a new life and career in 
New York City as a financial 
advisor to other women.

She became known as the 
“First Lady of Wall Street.” 
She chose not to be buried 
in Barre. She died in 1967 at 
the age of 90.

Cross ing  Route  62 , 
we then went onto the 
Barre Heath,  which is 
being restored to its orig-
inal  inland sand plain 
heathland status by the 

Department of Conservation 
and  Rec rea t ion .  DCR 
Program Coordinator Nancy 
Huntington explained the 
importance of this habitat, 
which is globally rare. 

It is the home to many 
rare and endangered species. 
Its underlying sand rather 
than bedrock came courtesy 
of glacial activity. 

We visited an interesting 
glacial erratic with cross-
like veins of quartz. The 
rock was left there by the 
passing glacier and is an 
“alien” of sorts. 

Nancy explained how 

Exploring Crow Hill and Barre Heath

Voters OK 
articles at 
STM/ATM

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

N E W  B R A I N T R E E 
– Voters took action on 13 
articles at the special and 
annual town meetings held in 
Memorial Hall Monday eve-
ning.

All of the articles passed 
with unanimous votes, with 
the exception of article 12, 
which had one opposing 
vote. 

Out of district 
transportation

Article 12 asked voters 
to approve the transfer of 
$70,000 from Stabilization 
to cover the cost of out of 
district transportation for two 
students to Smith Vocational 
and Agricultural School in 
Northampton. This amount 
will be offset by any trans-
portation reimbursements 
from the state. 

The Board of Selectmen 
said in the past, the town has 
paid just over $60,000 for 
transportation to the school, 
and that covering the cost is a 
mandatory expense.

The Quabbin Regional 
School District is in the pro-
cess of creating an agricul-
tural program, which could 
help to keep students seek-
ing this type of education 
within the school district in 
the future.

This program would be 
housed in the New Braintree 
Grade School.

SB calls June 16 STM

See HARDWICK, page 8See HIKE, page 8

See RUTLAND, page 7

See NEW BRAINTREE, 
page 9

See OAKHAM, page 6

See HUBBARDSTON, 
page 7
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Barre Dining Center

BARRE — Elder Services of 
Worcester Area Nutrition Program 
welcomes guests to dine at the Barre 
Senior Center, 557 South Barre Road. 
The following meals will be served for 
the week of June 8. Lunches are back at 
the senior center, but require a pre-sign 
up. Volunteers are needed at the Barre 
dining site. Volunteers are needed for 
Meals on Wheels (mileage reimburse-
ment) and in the kitchen. People should 
contact 978-355-5027.    

MONDAY –  Macaroni and cheese, 
stewed tomatoes, jardiniere vegetables, 
yogurt, marble rye bread

TUESDAY – Meatballs with onion 
gravy, bowtie pasta, Scandinavian veg-
etables, pineapple, pumpernickel bread

WEDNESDAY – Marinated pork 

loin, cornbread stuffing, California 
blend vegetables, baked apples, whole 
wheat bread

THURSDAY – BBQ chicken, 
mashed potatoes, green beans, choco-
late pudding, diet = sugar free  choco-
late pudding, Italian bread

FRIDAY – Ham salad sandwich, 
pasta salad, tomato and onion salad, 
fresh fruit, pita bread

*Higher sodium entree Meal 
includes milk and margarine. Menus 
are subject to change. All meals are 
served at about 11:45 a.m. each week-
day. Reservations should be made the 
day before by calling 978-355-5027 
before 10:30 a.m. The donation of 
$3.00 per meal helps keep the program 
running.  

Editorial deadline reminder
Deadline for e-mailed press releases is noon on 

Monday. Deadline for hard copy is noon on Friday. 

Corrections policy: The Barre Gazette will gladly correct factual errors that appear in this paper. Corrections or clarifications will 
always appear on Page 2. To  request a correction, send information to Editor Ellenor Downer at edowner@turley.com or call 413-283-8393. 
Corrections may also be requested in writing at Barre Gazette, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069.

Diana Mackiewiez to speak June 8
On Monday, June 8 at 6:30  p.m. Diana 

Mackiewiez OFS and a member of St. 
Joseph’s Franciscan Fraternity in Charlton 
will speak in the hall at St. Joseph’s 
Church, 29 South St. People should enter 
using the side door. St. Francis of Assisi 
Parish is celebrating the special Franciscan 
Jubilee year.

She will reflect on St. Francis and Sultan 
Malik in 1219: An Invitation to Kinship. 
Mackiewiez is part of the larger Blessed 
Solanus Casey Region. She has worked and 
studied overseas in many countries includ-
ing Israel, where she traveled to Akko-the 
Crusader City on the coast. 

Her overall teaching philosophy is to 
understand how geography and politics have 
affected those who lived there and to walk in 
their footsteps. She was an educator for more 
than thirty-five years.  

In her talk Diana will discuss the historical 
events of that time, who is Sultan Malik and 
why did St. Francis decide to sail to Egypt 
to “talk” with the Sultan. She will share the 
results of their three-week spiritual and social 
discussions.  

American Legion Auxiliary
American Legion Auxiliary will hold their 

annual Meeting on Monday, June 8 at 6 p.m. 
in American Legion Post #2 quarters, 405 
South Barre Road. Please note the change of 
time. It will be held at 6 p.m.

Legislators office hour
State Rep. Donnie Berthiaume’s and 

Senator Peter Durant’s office invites constit-
uents and town officials to meet with their 
staff, Donna and Kim and Jard to express any 
concerns, ideas or issues that they may need 
assistance. On Tuesday, June 9 staff will be 
in the Barre Senior Center from 10:15-11:15 
a..m. People may call Donna at 774-402-
4742 if  they would like a private meeting 
with Rep. Berthiaume or Sen. Durant. 

Raising chickens and turkey workshop
Chicken and turkey workshop will 

take place Saturday, June 6 from 10 a.m.-
noon at Many Hands Organic Farm, 411 
Sheldon Road. The workshop is entitled 
“Organic Chickens and Turkeys from 
Brooder to Pasture.” There will be a pot-
luck lunch at noon. Pasturing poultry 
gives birds access to the extra nutrients 
only nature can supply best, not to men-
tion health-giving sunshine. Yet they need 
protection from predators out on grass. 
The workshop offers plans for well-de-
signed range-house “tractor,” which offers 
security from hawks, owls and four-footed 
varmints and demonstrates their use on 
pasture. Brooding, chick and poult care 
and organic feed management will also 
be discussed and demonstrated. Advanced 
registration is required by visiting https://
mhof.net/events-workshops/, calling 978-
257-1192 or emailing farm@mhof.net.

Legislative staff hold office hour
State Rep. Donnie Berthiaume’s and 

Senator Peter Durant’s office invites constit-
uents and town officials to meet with their 
staff, Donna and Kim and Jard to express any 
concerns, ideas or issues that they may need 
assistance. On Tuesday, June 9 staff will be 
in the Oakham Town Hall from 11:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. People may call Donna at 774-
402-4742 if  they would like a private meeting 
with Rep. Berthiaume or Sen. Durant.

Summer band concerts 
The summer band concert series begins 

on Thursday, June 25 from 6:30-8 p.m. on 
the Oakham. The Friends of the Oakham 
Bandstand sell popcorn, drinks and ice cream. 
Other 

Thursday concert dates include: July 9 
The Traveling Homebodies, July 23 The 
Long Run: Songs of the Eagles, Aug. 13 The 
Cropdusters and Aug. 20 The Otters.

COA events
The monthly Council on Aging meeting 

will take place Friday, June 12 at noon in the 
voting room at Town Hall. Podiatry clinic 
takes place Mondays, June 15 and June 22 
from 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m.  by appointment only. 
Bemis Butterfly Buffet workshop takes place  
on Tuesday, June 16 at 1 p.m. at the Fire 
Station. Cost is $15, payable at the workshop.  
People may call the Senior Center 508-882-
4073 to sign up by Friday, June 12.

Lunch Bunch will be meeting at Hardwick 
Crossing, 262 Lower Road, Gilbertville on 
Friday, June 19 at 12:30 p.m.. People should 
call the Senior Center to sign up so the group 
can make reservations. Glucose and blood 
pressure screening takes place Tuesday, June 
30 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. No appointment is 
needed. Ongoing activities include puzzling 
Monday through Thursday at 9 a.m., reg-
ularly scheduled yoga Tuesdays at 1 p.m., 
Zumba Gold in New Braintree Town Hall 
Wednesdays at 8:45 a.m. $3 per class and 
Functional fitness class Fridays in New 
Braintree Town Hall at 10:30 a.m., $3 per 
class Walking groups and weigh in on 
Thursdays at noon. 

Congregate hot meals
Congregate hot meals are held Monday 

through Thursday at 11:15 a.m. Reservations 
are needed at least two days in advance and 
can be made through the Congregate Meal 
Coordinator from 9 a.m.-12.15 p.m. by call-
ing 508-882-4072. 

OAKHAM
by Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

Woods Memorial Library
Library Assistant

$18.77/hr., 8 hours per week
The Woods Memorial Library seeks a technology-savvy and customer 
service-oriented individual to join our team. Responsibilities include 
assisting patrons at the adult and children’s circulation desks, 
processing and shelving library materials, providing basic technology 
help, and performing general library tasks. This is a great opportunity 
for someone who enjoys working with people, books, and technology.
Visit https://www.barrelibrary.org/libraryassistant for the complete 
position description and application or request a paper copy at the 
main circulation desk.
Completed applications with a letter of interest and resume should be 
submitted to Joe Hood, Library Director, in-person, by email to 
 jhood@barrelibrary.org, or by mail to Woods Memorial Library, P.O. 
Box 489, Barre, MA 01005. Applications must be submitted by 5 p.m. 
on Friday, June 5, 2026.
The Town of Barre is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Program on St. Francis and 
Sultan Malik set for June 8

BARRE – On Monday, 
June 8 at 6:30  p.m. Diana 
Mackiewiez OFS and a 
member of St. Joseph’s 
Franciscan Fraternity in 
Charlton will speak in the 
hall at St. Joseph’s Church, 
29 South St.

People should enter 
using the side door. St. 
Francis of Assisi Parish 
is celebrating the special 
Franciscan Jubilee year.

She will reflect on St. 
Francis and Sultan Malik 
in 1219: An Invitation to 
Kinship. Mackiewiez is 
part of the larger Blessed 
Solanus Casey Region. 
She has worked and stud-
ied overseas in many coun-
tries including Israel, where 
she traveled to Akko-the 
Crusader City on the coast. 

Her overall teaching phi-
losophy is to understand 
how geography and politics 
have affected those who 

lived there and to walk in 
their footsteps. She was an 
educator for more than thir-
ty-five years.  

In her talk 
Diana will dis-
cuss the histor-
ical events of 
that time, who 
is Sultan Malik 
and why did St. 
Francis decide 
to sail to Egypt 
to “talk” with 
the Sultan. She 
will share the 
results of their 
three-week spiritual and 
social discussions.  

Then she’ll bring us 
through to the present 
times, to Pope Francis and 
his encyclical, Fratelli Tutti 
released in Oct. 3, 2020. Its 
emphasis is on fraternity, 
social friendship, human 
dignity to build a compas-
sionate and peaceful world 

and a rejection of a throw-
away culture. 

Year of Saint Francis: 
Pope Leo XIV has pro-

claimed a Special 
Jubilee Year of St. 
Francis of Assisi, 
running from Jan. 
10, 2026 to Jan. 
10, 2027, to mark 
the 800th anniver-
sary of the saint’s 
death.

T h e  j u b i l e e 
year will empha-
size peace, con-
version, and the 

“transitus” (passing) of the 
saint. The Pope invites all 
to make pious pilgrimag-
es to Franciscan church-
es and St. Francis Assisi 
Parish in Barre, is one of 
the Franciscan pilgrimage 
sites, here in the Worcester 
Diocese.

All are invited. Light 
refreshments will be served.

Diana Mackiewiez

Petersham Art Show June 5 to June 7
PETERSHAM – The 

Petersham Cultural Council 
invites the public to attend 
the 2026 Petersham Art 
Show, a celebration of cre-
ativity, community, and 
artistic expression Friday, 
June 5 from 7-9 p.m., 
Saturday, June 6 from 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. and Sunday, 
June 7 from noon-4 p.m. in 
the Petersham Town Hall, 1 
South Main St.

This special exhibi-

tion will feature works by 
local and regional artists 
exploring the theme “Art in 
Bloom.” Visitors are invit-
ed to experience a diverse 
collection of artwork that 
reflects personal stories, 
social issues and the power 
of art to connect us all.

This free, public event 
is open to art lovers of all 
ages.

On Friday, June 5 from 
7-9 p.m. there will be an 

opening reception with live 
music, The Evening

Standard with vocalist 
Annie Hupert. 

This event supports 
local artists, connect with 
neighbors and enjoy a 
weekend of creativity in the

heart of Petersham.
People may email the 

Petersham Cultural Council 
at  petershamculturalcoun-
cil@gmail.com for more 
information.

Church hosts annual 
chicken BBQ June 20

NORTH BROOKFIELD – Christ 
Memorial Episcopal Church, 133 North 
Main St., will host its annual chicken 
BBQ on Saturday, June 20 from 12:30-
1:30 p.m. 

The meal includes a ½ chicken, baked 
potato, cole slaw, roll, drink and fresh 
strawberry shortcake. Take-out or eat in. 

Tickets are $20 per person and will be 
sold at the door or they can be reserved 
by calling Sandi at 508-867-3272 or Mary 
at 508-662-8174. 

Paige Memorial Library lists upcoming June events
H A R DW I C K  – D u e  t o 

the annual town meeting on 
Saturday, June 6 at 9 a.m., the 
Paige Memorial Library, 87 
Petersham Road, will be open-
ing from noon-4 p.m. instead of 
regular hours. 

June events
D r aw i n g  Te s s e l l a t i o n s 

with Liz Buck will be held 
on Saturday, June 6, at 2 p.m. 
Create interlocking patterns 
inspired by M.C. Escher. Create 
your own piece using pencil 
and adding color and/or details. 

Open to all.
This program will also be 

offered on Tuesday, June 9.
STEM Workshop: Build Your 

World will be held on Thursday, 
June 11, at 6 p.m. 

The EcoTarium of Worcester 
is presenting a free program 
for grades K-six. Explore forc-
es and motion in small groups 
by planning, testing, building, 
and improving a way to cross 
a model river with only simple 
materials. 

June 13 will be Dad’s Day 
at the Paige Memorial Library. 

Bring your “Someone Special” 
to celebrate with a craft.

June 23 is the first day of 
Dig into Reading, the Paige 
Memorial Library’s Summer 
Reading program.  Dig into 
some great themes including 
plants and botany, history, dino-
saurs, archeology and paleon-
tology. 

There will be challenges and 
prizes for children and adults. 

Ongoing activities
Story Time with interac-

tive activities is held every 

Wednesday from 10:30 a.m.-
noon.

Join the Paige Book Club, 
the Cookbook Club, Celebrate 
Hardwick, the Ongoing Book 
Sale, the Paige Writers, Paige’s 
“Page to Screen” book to movie 
discussion group, and the Movie 
Festival Committee. 

Check out the l ibrary’s 
Facebook page and website at 
www.facebook.com/paigeli-
brary/  and www.paigelibrary.
com/ People may also call 413-
477-6704 or email paigelibrary.
hardwick@gmail.com.

Senior Center lists 
upcoming events in June

NORTH BROOKFIELD – The North 
Brookfield Senior Center, located at 29 
Forest St., will offer the following events 
and activities during the month of June.

Activities include: SHINE Counselor, 
June 9 by appointment; Lunch and 
Movie, June 10 at noon; Music Bingo, 
June 15 at 10 a.m.; Art Class, June 18 at 
11 a.m.; Drawing Class, June 25 at 11 
a.m.; and Bingo and Pizza, June 26 from 
6-8 p.m. Please call 508-867-0220 to sign 
up for Bingo and Pizza. 
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PUBLIC 
MEETINGS

BARRE
Board of Health – June 8 at 5 p.m.
Water Commission – June 8 at 5:30 

p.m.
DPW Commission – June 8 at 6 p.m.
Cable Advisory Committee – June 9 

at 7 p.m.
Conservation Committee – June 9 at 

7 p.m.
Barre Housing Authority – June 11 at 

1 p.m.
Select Board – June 15 at 5 p.m.
Barre Common Oversight Committee 

– June 18 at 5 p.m.
Zoning Board of Appeals – June 18 at 

6 p.m.
Cemetery Commission – June 25 at 

11 a.m.
Planning Board – July 7 at 7 p.m.

HARDWICK
Paige Library Trustees – June 4 at 7 

p.m.
Finance Committee – June 6 at 8:30 

a.m.
Select Board – June 6 at at 8:30 a.m.
Town Meeting – June 6 at 9 a.m.
Planning Board – June 9 at 6:30 p.m.
Gilbertville Pubic Library – June 10 

at 3 p.m.
Hardwick New Braintree Cultural 

Council – June 10 at 6:30 p.m.
Master Plan Steering Committee – 

June 11 at 6:30 p.m.
Capital Planning Committee – June 

15 at 3 p.m.
Gilbertville Water District – June 16 

at 5:30 p.m.
Conservation Commission – June 17 

at 6:30 p.m.
Board of Health – June 23 and July 21 

at 6 p.m.

HUBBARDSTON
Board of Library Trustees – June 4 

and July 2 at 7 p.m.
Annual Town Election – June 9 from 

7 a.m.-8 p.m.
Board of Health – June 9, June 23, 

July 14  and July 28 at 7 p.m.
Conservation Commission – June 9 

and July 7 at 7 p.m.
Local Emergency Management plan-

ning Committee – June 16 at 1 p.m.
Council on Aging – June 17 at 4 p.m.
Board of Assessors – June 17 and July 

15 at 6 p.m.
Planning Board – June 18 and July 16 

at 6:30 p.m.
Cemetery Commission – June 22 at 

5 p.m.
Community Preservation Committee 

– June 25 at 7 p.m.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
Parks and Recreation – June 4 at 6 

p.m.
Council on Aging – June 8 at 1:30 

p.m.
Rep. Berthiaume and Sen. Durant 

office hour – June 9 1:30-2:14 p.m.
Special Town Meeting – June 12 at 

6:45 p.m.
Annual Town Meeting – June 12 at 7 

p.m.
Planning Board – June 15 all day

OAKHAM
Finance Committee – June 4 at 7 p.m.

PETERSHAM
Petersham School Committee – June 

8 at 10 a.m. and June 10 at 6 p.m.
Cemetery Commission – June 9 at 11 

a.m.
Board of Health – June 9 at 6:30 p.m.
Select Board – June 11, June 18 and 

June 25 at 5:30 p.m. and Sept.12 at 10 
a.m.

Petersham Historic District  – June 18 
at 6 p..m.

Board of Assessors – June 26 at 9 a.m.
Council on Aging – Aug. 10 at 10:30 

a.m.

RUTLAND
Finance Committee – June 4 at 6 p.m.
Planning Board – June 10 at 6 p.m.

Library 5K set for Sept. 12
The 29th Annual Hubbardston Library 5K 

run/walk takes place Saturday Sept. 12 at 9 
a.m. sharp, rain or shine. This annual event 
represents more than a quarter century of  
community support for the library, approach-
ing $95,000 raised for ongoing operations. 
The race is an out and back course starting 
and finishing at the Hubbardston Center 
School. Applications for the event will be 
available online at the Hubbardston Library 
website. The registration fee for the fund-
raising event is $25 and $30 for those who 
register after Sunday, Aug. 2. Long sleeve 
cotton race shirts will be provided to the first 
100 registered runners.  Awards to overall 1st 
place Male/Female Runners and Walkers as 
well as medals/prizes to age group winners 
will be provided.  Prizes are possible due to 
the generous donations of local businesses 
and individuals. For additional information 
on this event, interested runners/walkers or 
donors may call Mark Wigler, Race Director 
at 978-928-5120 or email MTWigler@gmail.
com. The 2025 Race/Walk raised over $4,100 
for support of the library’s activities and 
Scholarship Fund. 

DCR boat launch closure
Beginning on Tuesday, May 26 and 

continuing through Tuesday, June 30, the 
Department of Conservation  will close the 
boat launch parking lot at Asnacomet Pond 
in the town of Hubbardston to accommo-
date paving work. The pond’s beach area will 
remain accessible during this time.   

Town election
Annual Town Election will be held 

Tuesday, June 9 from 7 a.m.-8: pm. at the 
Hubbardston Center School gym, 8 Elm 
Street. Polling entrance is at 7 Main St., the 
back door for the gym. More information can 
be found by visiting hubbardstonma.gov/275/
ElectionTown-Meeting-Information, includ-
ing a specimen ballot. 

Legislators office hour
State Rep. Donnie Berthiaume’s and 

Senator Peter Durant’s office invites constit-
uents and town officials to meet with their 
staff, Donna and Kim and Jard to express any 
concerns, ideas or issues that they may need 
assistance. On Tuesday, June 9 staff will be 
in the Hubbardston Senior Center from 9-10 
a.m. People may call Donna at 774-402-4742 
if  they would like a private meeting with 
Rep. Berthiaume or Sen. Durant.

Senior Center events
All artists are welcome to attend the art 

group at the Hubbardston Senior Center every 
Friday from 9-11 a.m. A new activity at the 
Senior Center is the Creative Needle and 
Thread activity every Friday from 9 a.m.-
noon. All are invited to bring projects, such 
as embroidery, cross stitch, sewing and quilt-
ing. Questions may be directed to Michelle 
at 508-450-4476. Yarn-It-All group meets 
from 10 a.m.-noon. Knitting and crocheting 
projects will be worked on, and those who 
have questions will get help from others who 
attend. Games of Pitch are held the second 
and fourth Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m. and the 
first and third Fridays at 6:30 p.m. Cribbage is 
played every Thursday at 12:30 p.m., Bingo is 
every Monday at 12:30 p.m. and Wii Bowling 
is every Monday and Thursday at 9 a.m. 
Functional Exercise Classes are held at the 
Senior Center Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
9:30-10:30 a.m.  

HUBBARDSTON
by Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing
• Emergency Services
• Firewood $285/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation • 60 Ton Crane

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

JOB ALERT
NOW HIRING

Writers/
Journalists
• Must be dependable, 
professional and able to 
meet strict deadlines

• Salary based on a flat 
rate by story and photo

Send writing samples 
with resume to:

PAULA OUIMETTE
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to 
pouimette@turley.com

• Produce news and/or feature 
stories of local interest for various 
towns and cities.

www.turley.com

PLEASE RECYLE THIS NEWSPAPER

 University of the Wild offers programs
PETERSHAM – The 

University of the Wild is 
offering its 2026 programs 
and services.  

The Earth-based edu-
cational organization was 
founded by Dr.  Larry 
Buell, a local educator and 
historian of Petersham and 
provides programs and ser-
vices to people of all ages, 
circumstances and persua-
sions to live, learn, and act 
in connection and harmony 
with the Earth and all life. 

The vision has taken 
many names and incarna-
tions over the years, ini-
tially as the Institute for 
Environmental Awareness, 
Inc., in 1973, then the 
Moccasin Brook Outdoor 
School and North Quabbin 
Farm in 1991, the Outdoor 
Leadership Program OLP 
at Greenfield Community 
College in 1980, then the 
Earthlands Community and 
Educational Center in 1993 
and now the University of 
the Wild.  

According to its found-
er, Dr. Buell, the pro-
gram is not only focused 
on the rich and vibrant 
natural and cultural his-
tory of the region, but by 
the educational programs 
that have been offered in 
the Quabbin Bioregion for 
years by Harvard Forest, 
Trustees of Reservations, 
M a s s  A u d u b o n ,  a n d 
the  mass ive  Quabbin 
Reservoir.            

Starting as a modest 
local environmental pro-
gram, its work now has an 
international outreach as its 
students, program partic-
ipants and its network of 
Global Ecological Citizens 
start to see the importance 
of its programs. 

When Buell received his 
2025 national achievement 
award for voluntary ser-
vice from former President 
Joseph Biden for his 5,000 
hours of service, his work 
gained further international 
recognition. At a time of 
climate change, cultural 
fragmentation, and social 

and environmental injus-
tices the innovative and 
inspirational programs 
have a local, regional, 
national, and international 
following.  

For the next six months 
the UofWild will offers a 
range of programs starting 
on Saturday, June 20 with 
the Earth Writers Retreat 
where local authors and 
readers come to share their 
work. On Saturday, July 
18 there will be an intro-
duction to Ancient Living 
Skills for building Earth-
based shelter and forging 
food. 

On the weekend of Aug. 
21 through Aug. 23 there 
be an Earthlands/University 
of  the  Wild  Reunion 
focused on stories of for-
mer participants, followed 
by the annual Earth Alive 
Retreat where a range of 
populations come together 
to share stories, learn new 
skills of living with the 
land, and offering activism 
for the well-being of the 
Earth and all life.  

On Saturday, Sept. 19, 
there will be a co-spon-
sored program with the 
Pe t e r sham Hi s to r i ca l 
Society for a day at Walden 
Pond and the Fruitlands 
Community as part of the 
initiative to learn more 
of the Transcendental 
Movement, which has a 
foundation of living lightly 
on the Earth. 

The capstone project of 
2026 will be the UofWild’s 
10 day intensive program.  
A sampler of programs 
where  potential students, 
engaged activists, and an 
Earth change-makers come 
together to focus on the 
philosophy, content and 
methods of Earth-based 
initiatives. One primary 
goal of the nonprofit orga-
nization is it “Semester-
on-Earth” program where 
students are involved in 
self-directed learning under 
the guidance of mentors 
who possess experience 
and wisdom of the land and 

the culture.
The season’s opening 

free program on Thursday, 
June 18 at 7 p.m.  will 
be a podcast offered by 
the former President of 
Hampshire College, Dr. 
Greg Prince, who will dis-
cuss his innovative pro-
gram, the ALLIANCE for 
Self- directed Learning, 
which is a new program 
under the umbrella of 
the UofWild.  According 
to one of its program 
staff members, Brother 
NorthStar, a former pilgrim 
traveler has joined a team 
to “To educate people, 
steward the land, and to 
offer new and ancient ways 
to live in concert with the 
Earth and all life”.

In addition to offering 
programs, the nonprofit 
organization has secured a 
long-term lease on the local 
228 acre Global Roots 
Farm Cooperative that 
will provide good quali-
ty food for local residents 
and guests, offer credits for 
learning how to steward 
land and be a model farm 
and community that can be 
replicated around the world 
through its innovative, 
WECHI program, Wild 
Earth Communities and 
Households International.  

Its primary local ini-
tiative of “Sustainable 
Petersham” is sharing local 
programs and its “People’s 
History of Petersham” 
Project to inspire and moti-
vate local residents and 
guests ways to live lightly 
on the Planet and partici-
pate in a resilient commu-
nity.  Local funding for the 
UofWild comes through 
proposals ,  foundat ion 
grants, and the Friends of 
the University member-
ships.

For registration and 
information, people may 
visit www.uofwild.org.  For 
Information, they may call  
Dr. Larry Buell Executive 
Director at 978-855-1424 
or email larry@uofwild.
org.

Orange Historical Society opens for season
By Ann Reed       

O R A N G E  –  T h e 
Orange Historical Society’s 
18-room mansion, located 
at 41 North Main St., opens 
for this year’s summer sea-
son on Sunday, June 7.

The society offers guid-
ed tours Sunday after-
noons, 2-4  p.m., through 
September with the excep-
tion of two Sundays which 
instead feature free live 
“Music on the Porch,”

Welcoming freewil l 
donations directly benefit 
the Historical Society. That 
concert series will open 
June 28, presenting the 
“Terry, Matt and Ann Trio 
with Vivian.”

O n  Tu e s d a y,  M a y 
5 ,  members  ga thered 
as usual, inside Witty’s 
Funeral Home  to con-
duct annual elections. The 
15 members present also 
voted to reelect Denise 
Andrews,  Anne Colo, 
William Johnson, Maureen 

Riendeau, Frank Schiappa 
and George Willard to the 
board. Additional direc-
tors  currently serving 
include Lurene Hall, Walter 
Pollard, Ann Reed, Terry 
Reed and Ginette Richard, 
while five-year officer-
ships are held by President 
Kathryn Schiappa, Vice 
President Ingrid Pollard, 
Secretary Sandi Eklund, 
Treasurer Jeff Cole (owner 
of  Wit ty’s) ,  Assis tant 
Secretary Linda Knechtel, 
Assistant Treasurer Tom 
S m i t h ,  a n d  A u d i t o r s 
Jeri Deyo and Gregory 
Metevier.

Sandra Fawn Weinstein 
to its Board of Directors 
to fulfill the remaining 
year of a three-year term 
departed last December 
when Society faithful Irene 
Ballou passed away at age 
92. Ballou had served the 
society since 1955, includ-
ing as president for a cumu-
lative total of 36 years in 
that role.

The business meeting 
heard reports from officers 
and committee representa-
tives and discussed several 
event plans for the coming 
season. The Orange soci-
ety is an avid participant in 
the annual North Quabbin 
History Tours.

Fo l lowing  ad journ-
ment of Tuesday’s meet-
ing,  members enjoyed 
their customary socializing 
over refreshments, which 
included George Willard’s 
famous chili and Ginette 
R i c h a r d ’s  h o m e m a d e 
brownies.

Annual  membership 
dues costs five dollars, $50 
for a lifetime membership,\ 
and $75 per household 
for lifetime membership. 
Interested persons may 
phone President Kathryn 
Schiappa at 978 544-6814 
or visit during summer 
Sunday touring hours. 

HAVE SOMETHING TO SHARE?
Submissions are always welcome.

Send your stories and photos to edownder@turley.com

Quabbin ride on June 27
NEW BRAINTREE – Hills of East 

Quabbin Ride takes place Saturday, June 27. 
The 24.2 miles and the 47.5 miles start and 

finish at Farmer Matt’s, 860 West Brookfield 
Road. People may visit BikeReg.com/hills-
of-east-quabbin-ride to register or for more 
information.
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Carole, who faithful-
ly reads the column in 
the Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times each week, wrote in 
with this question for the 
Garden Lady:   

“I am hoping you can 
provide me with some 
advice as to how to rid my 
garden of an incredibly 
invasive plant. It is called 
Houttuynia cordata or cha-
meleon plant. I bought 
a single variegated plant 
about 25 years ago and now 
I literally have hundreds 
of them in my gardens and 
lawn. The plant is no lon-
ger variegated but reverted 
to green with red around 
the edges. For at least three 
or four years, I have been 
trying to dig them out one 
by one which has been 
extremely difficult due 
to the long roots – some 
can be over a foot long – 
which become intertwined 
with other plants, chok-
ing them. I have not been 
very successful, despite 
spending hours at a time. 
And I painstakingly try to 
get every piece of root out. 
I am not sure if they are 
spreading solely through 
the roots or also from the 
flower pod seeds. 

I notice they also spread 
under my brick walkway 
even though they get no sun 
there. It’s been very frus-
trating. For that reason, I 
am considering  using a 
herbicide, but am con-
cerned that it might poison 
nearby plants or may not 
be effective due to the long 
roots. Yet, at this point,  I 
am open to the idea.  I look 
forward to any suggestions 
you may have.

Inc iden ta l ly,  I  jus t 
learned from  the internet 
that it is considered to be 
a medicinal herb, which I 
find quite shocking, given 
how much I have come to 
dislike them! Thank you 
very much for your time 
and assistance.”

Happy to help, Carole! 
It’s funny you mention that 
this plant is a medicinal 
herb.  

Some years back I was 
taking extract of Japanese 
Knotweed, another invasive 
plant, in my quest to cure 
late stage Lyme Disease. 
I guess most plants have 
some merit although some 
times it’s hard to want to 
admit it, especially in the 
situation you are in.

While  I  have never 
grown Houttuynia cordata, 
I have dealt with similar 
invasive plants. Not always 
have I been successful, but 
here are a few tactics you 

can try.  
If there is a way to 

smother, go for it. Try black 
plastic, a thick tarp or card-
board covered in mulch.  

Eventually, if the plant 
can’t photosynthesize, it 
will die. 

You are smart to try and 
remove every little bit of 
root when hand digging it 
out; it’s kind of amazing 
how a tiny piece will start 
a whole new plant. For that 
reason, never take the roto-
tiller to a patch of any inva-
sive plant, especially those 
that spread by rhizomes. 
The roots will be dispersed 
throughout the garden.  

I also read about cutting 
the stems of the plants and 
then “painting” the open 
cuts with herbicide.  To 
me that sounds like a smart 
plan to get the chemical 
right to the roots. Time con-
suming, but targeted.  

I’ll be curious to know 
how you make out trying to 
rid your landscape of this 
plant.

Diane, who gardens in 
West Chesterfield, had a 
possible solution for my 
hyacinths getting cut off at 
the soil line.  

“We had a great disap-
pointment this spring when 
something  chopped off 
most of our cultivated black 
berries. When I was trying 
to prune what was left and 
save something I found the 
stalks laying on the ground 
but the tops were eaten. It 
looked like someone took 
a clean angle sweep with 
a hatchet to cut down the 
stalks. Then one evening 
at dusk we saw the culprit. 
It was about a 60 pound 
porcupine! He was chomp-
ing on our wild white rose 
bushes. He would bite the 
stalks off but since the rest 
of the bush wouldn’t let 
the branch fall, he couldn’t 
eat the top. What a mess.  
When I read your article I 
was thinking this might be 
the answer to the mystery.”  

Hmm, I will have to 
keep on the look out for a 
porcupine; you never know.  

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School  o f  Agr icul ture 
a t  t h e  U n i v e rs i t y  o f 
Massachusetts. For the 
last 34 years, she has held 
the position of staff horti-
culturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys grow-
ing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? 
Email it to pouimette@tur-
ley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject 
line.  

5 years (June 10, 2021)

The Hardwick Board of 
Selectmen met on Monday 
evening via Zoom. They 
invited the Barre Board of 
Selectmen, Barre Town 
Administrator Jessica Sizer 
and Barre Fire Chief Robert 
Rogowski to review the 
emergency medical services 
draft agreement between 
towns. Barre proposed cov-
ering the Wheelwright area 
and parts of Hardwick, 
which border their town for 
an assessment of $25,000. 
Hardwick BOS Vice Chair 
Julie Quink said they are still 
discussing partial coverage 
with the town of Ware. She 
asked the Barre representa-
tives if they would be pre-
pared to start July 1 if the 
agreement was approved. 
Sizer said yes, they are 
ready. Barre BOS member 
Maureen Marshall said they 
should have each town’s 
counsels review the agree-
ment before anyone signed. 
Both boards agreed to for-
ward the agreement to their 
respective town counsels.

 Ninety-four Hubbardston 
residents acted on a 24 arti-
cle Annual Town Meeting 
war ran t  i n  two  hour s 
Tuesday, June 1. Moderator 
René Lafayette said at the 
beginning of the Annual 
Town Meeting, “What a 
difference a year makes. 
Last year, in my remarks, 
in the midst of a pandemic 
and widespread civil unrest 
plaguing our Nation, I men-
tioned ‘..that democracy 
must, that democracy will 
prevail,’ before we embarked 
on that quintessential New 
England contribution to gov-
ernment, the Annual Town 
Meeting. Today, the pandem-
ic and the restrictions that 
came with it are retreating. 
We, in Hubbardston continue 
to take pride in our public 
safety personnel who serve 
as police officers, fire fight-

ers and EMTs. Thank you 
for your service above self.”

About 7.36% of voters or 
254 of the 3,451 registered 
voters went to the polls for 
the Hubbardston Annual 
Town Election June 8. Town 
clerk Laurie Reed announced 
unofficial election results. 
Three candidates ran for 
two three-year terms on the 
select board. Voters elected 
Heather Marie Munroe and 
Jeffrey Williams to the two 
positions. Top vote getter 
was Munroe with 175 votes. 
Incumbent Williams received 
161 votes. Peter J. Walker 
got 74 votes. The select 
board positions and a five-
year planning board position 
were the only contests on the 
ballot. Kristofer Munroe won 
the five-year term to plan-
ning board with 159 votes. 
Peter Jeffts got 62 votes and 
John A. DeMalia Jr. with 31 
votes. 

10 years (June 9, 2016)

The two members remain-

ing on the Barre Board of 
Selectmen voted to appoint 
Robert Rogowski as Barre 
Fire Chief effective July 1 
of this year. Selectman Lief 
Ericson made the motion 
and se lectman Char les 
Chase seconded it. Ericson 
said that the terms of the 
contract would be made 
known at the board’s next 
meeting, Monday, June 13. 
Labor counsel,  Fernand 
Dupere, said that he would 
have the contract ready for 
that meeting. Selectmen met 
in executive session citing 
Massachusetts General Law 
Chapter 30A, Section 21, 
Paragraph 2 to discuss the 
fire chief contract prior to the 
board’s announcement of the 
fire chief appointment.

Baltazar Contractors, 
Inc. will be lowering struc-
tures on South and Pleasant 
Streets in Barre. All States 
Asphalt will be in town June 
9 and 10 reclaiming Phase 4 

Dear Rusty: 
In a previous column, you 

wrote about people who filed 
for Social Security late in life. 

I am currently incarcerated 
and will be filing for Social 
Security in the fall of 2029. 
I will be 74 years old in the 
first week of January 2029. 
Unless I read it wrong, could 
I be eligible to collect the pre-
vious six months? 

If this is so, how would 
that work? Would I get that 
all at once or incrementally? 
According to the chart we 
once got in the mail, I should 
be collecting the maximum 
amount. I’ve worked all of 
my life and never collected 
Social Security before. Also, 
my ex-wife remarried and 
has since passed away. Do I 
qualify for part of her Social 
Security?  

Signed, “D” in Danbury 

Dear “D” 
in Danbury: 

I’m afraid you 
c a n n o t  r e c e iv e 
Social Security ben-
efits while you are 
incarcerated, even if 
you are eligible for 
them prior to your release. 

Thus, you cannot get 
retroactive Social Security 
benefits for any period you 
were still incarcerated. For 
clarity, although most who 
apply at a later age (e.g., in 
their 70s) do have the option 
to claim retroactive benefits, 
you cannot get any SS bene-
fits for any month you were 
still incarcerated. Further, 
you will not get credit for 
delaying your application for 
SS benefits while you are 
incarcerated (you won’t earn 
Delayed Retirement Credits 
during your incarceration).  

Assuming (from what you 
shared) that you expect to be 
released from incarceration 
in the fall of 2029, you can 
apply for your SS benefits to 
start upon your release. Be 
aware, however, that it usu-
ally takes several months for 
your application for SS ben-
efits to be processed and you 
can specify the month you 
wish your benefits start. 

Your benefit amount will 
be based upon your average 
monthly earnings for the 35 
highest earning years over 
your lifetime. But you can-
not get retroactive SS bene-

fits for time prior 
to your release 
from incarcera-
tion. Since Social 
Security does not 
pay benefits for 
part ial  months, 
you can file for 

your SS benefits to start 
effective with the month fol-
lowing the month in which 
your incarceration ends. Be 
sure you have your official 
prison release documentation 
(parole or discharge papers) 
in hand when you apply for 
your Social Security benefits. 

FYI, some correctional 
facilities have a “Prerelease 
Agreement” with Social 
Security, which may enable 
you to file for your SS bene-
fits three to four months prior 
to your release from incarcer-
ation. Be sure to check with 
your facility to see if they 

have such an agreement with 
Social Security and, if so, use 
it to apply for your benefits 
in advance of your release. 
This will facilitate your SS 
benefits starting more quick-
ly upon your release. 

You did not ask about 
healthcare coverage, but 
since you will be eligible 
for Social Security, you will 
also be eligible for Medicare 
upon your release. When 
you apply for your Social 
Security benefits, you can 
also apply for Medicare Part 
B (coverage for outpatient 
medical services), the premi-
um for which will be deduct-
ed from your Social Security 
payment. FYI, Medicare Part 
A (coverage for inpatient 
hospitalization services) is 

Look Back
Quabbin High School Graduation – 2004

File photo

Senior Class President Andrea Rochette and 
Vice President Daniel Riggs led their class-
mates onto Alumni Field for the graduation 
ceremony.
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A question and an answer?

I’m being released from Incarceration. What are my Social Security options?
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Serenity Hill Sampler
by Jane McCauley

Weather has been very 
unsettling lately, but we did 
not get a frost thank good-
ness.  

I have all the plants out-
side now.

I spread a couple bags of 
cow manure on all the gar-
dens so this rain should help 
things grow.  The dogwood 
tree is in bloom and some 
blossoms on the hydrangea.  
Lots of ajuga and bluets on 
the lawn.  The lawn should 
be mowed this week.

Here is a recipe from my 
sister in law Susan that she 
entered into a family recipe 
book.

BANANA NUT BREAD
3 bananas
1 cup sugar
1 egg

1 1/2 cups flour
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon vanilla
1/2 cup salad oil
1/2 cup chopped walnuts
Set oven at 350 and bake 

for 45 to 50 minutes.
Mash the bananas. Mix all 

other ingredients with a pas-
try cutter. Pour into a greased 
and floured bread loaf pan.  

May serve with melt-
ed butter or whipped cream 
cheese.

This and That
I finally was able to get 

my printer to print from the 
computer.  It took many trials 
and errors.  

I have an eye appoint-
ment this week and hope all 
goes well. My eye sight is 
declining and I have to use 

a magnifying glass for small 
print.  

I have been doing a lot 
of watercolor flowers and 
need to get more watercol-
or paper,. It is very relaxing 
when I need to rest.  

I put away the flags for 
Memorial day and have the 
peonies and gladioli flowers 
in their place. Of course they 
are artificial as they are not 
out in the gardens yet.

I like to change my pic-
tures on the walls also. I 
have a wreath on the den 
door with gardening things 
on it.  

The tomatoes and peppers 
are growing well in the plant-
ers on the decks. I also plant-
ed a planter with herbs.  

Hope you all have a nice 
week.  

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Egyptian bull-god
  5. A young canine
  8. Cologne
 11. Fictional British P.I.
 13. Midway between 

northeast and east
 14. A place to shop
 15. Minneapolis suburb
 16. Single lens reflex
 17. NY Mets great 

Tommie
 18. Informal loan clubs
 20. Habitual twitching
 21. Holm oak
 22. Willing to consent or 

submit
 25. In an early way
 30. Made possible
 31. Language in Ghana
 32. Relating to one’s 

birth
 33. Deep-bodied fishes
 38. Defunct European 

currency
 41. Small American 

songbird
 43. One from L.A.
 45. After tenth
 47. Hillside
 49. Red deer
 50. Partner to “oohed”
 55. Indian musical 

pattern
 56. Israeli city __ Aviv
 57. Golden peas plant
 59. Breezed through
 60. Midway between 

east and southeast
 61. Frameworks
 62. Danish krone
 63. Fall back
 64. Influential Korean 

leader

CLUES DOWN
  1. Bridge building 

degree

  2. Expression of sorrow 
or pity

  3. Large, stocky lizard
  4. Turkish leader title
  5. Nag
  6. Blank
  7. Closely woven cotton 

fabric
  8. A nice shot in golf
  9. Away from wind
 10. Evergreen shrub 

genus
 12. Large African 

antelope
 14. Something you 

receive
 19. Satisfy
 23. Wet dirt
 24. No longer here
 25. Writing utensil
 26. Ribonucleic acid
 27. Consume food
 28. Licensed for Wall 

Street

 29. Alternative forms of 
a gene

 34. Buddy
 35. We all do it
 36. Chicken
 37. No seats available
 39. Yearned to possess
 40. Ineffectual
 41. Explosive
 42. Turkish title
 44. Worn near the foot
 45. Impatient
 46. Set an example for 

others
 47. Actor Pitt
 48. Instrument of 

torture
 51. Swiss river
 52. Grayish white
 53. A way to print
 54. Storied college 

hoops program
 58. Midway between 

south and southeast

free and automatic because 
you are also eligible for 
Social Security.   

Finally, regarding survivor 
benefits from your ex-wife, 
you can only get a surviving 
ex-spouse benefit if you were 
married for more than 10 
years and your own SS retire-
ment amount is less than 
your ex-wife was receiving 
at her death. In other words, 
you can only get one SS ben-
efit either your own or your 

deceased ex-wife’s amount, 
whichever is higher.  

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended 
for information purposes and 
does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 

Security Association  To sub-
mit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-securi ty-advisory 
or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell 
Gloor is a Social Security 
advisor for AMAC.              

that includes upper Pleasant 
and West Street, Summer 
and James Street and South 
Street. There is always a 
chance for a detour for a 
short time.

I t  took a  few extra 
minutes for the town of 
Petersham to reach a quo-
rum to proceed with its spe-
cial town meeting that was 
immediately followed by 
the annual town meeting. 
Moderator Bart Wendell 
explained that Petersham had 
one of the highest quorum 
number, 10 percent of regis-
tered voters. Voters quickly 
acted upon the three articles 
on the special town meeting 
before going to the business 
of the annual town meeting.

25 years (June 7, 2001)

On May 20, Robert P. 
Rogowski was awarded the 
Boy Scouts highest rank 
of Eagle Scout. Only 2 % 
of all Boy Scouts earn this 
award. The ceremony was 
well attended by Robert’s 
family, friends and distin-
guished quests including 
State Sen. Stephen Brewer 
and the entire Barre Board 
of Selectmen, Daniel Trifilo, 
Charles Chase and Richard 
Stevens. Robert is a member 
of Boy Scout Troop 26.

Sara Campbell, a hydro-
logic engineer, presented 
her report regarding water 
drainage problems in the 
Ruggles Lane and Broad 

Street area at the Monday 
Barre Selectmen’s meeting. 
In the preliminary analysis 
she looked at the land and 
in what direction the water 
drains, contour map, the soil 
type and the slope of the 
land. She divided the loca-
tions into three areas. The 
drainage starts at Allen Hill. 
About half of of the water 
drains into fields and is an 
area of about 150 acres. The 
other areas is Glancy Road 
through Pleasant Street. The 
third area is about 62 acres 
on the east side of Ruggles 
Lane School. She said the 
drainage at Ruggles Lane 
could take a ten-year storm. 
A ten year storm is about 4.5 
inches of rain in a 24 hour 
period.

The  s tudents  a t  the 
Cen t r a l  Massachuse t t s 
School of Ballet  under 
the direction of Margaret 
Dymon, will present their 
annual performances in 
dance technique at the Studio 
on Valley Road on June 16 
and 17. Each program will 
show some of the training 
the students receive within 
their respective levels. Their 
accomplishments will be fea-
tured in ballet, pointe work, 
modern/jazz and variations 
from the  classical ballet rep-
ertoire.

38 years (June 11, 1988)

Though concern for res-
ident’s lack of interest in 
town affairs were addressed 
by a defeated request for 
funds to construct three signs 

advertising future meetings, 
over 200 residents attend-
ed the June 8 meeting. With 
minimal issue, residents 
approved a 1999 budget of 
$5,030,654. This is about 
$200,000 in excess of the 
approved 1998 budget.

Barre Common is one of 
eight commons in Central 
Massachusetts highlight-
ed in the brochure “Town 
C o m m o n s  A l o n g  t h e 
Johnny Appleseed Trail.” 
Others, selected include 
Groton, Harvard, Lancaster, 
P e t e r s h a m ,  S t e r l i n g , 
Templeton and Townsend. 
The brochures, along with 
information about four Barre 
businesses that have joined 
the association, are available 
at the new Johnny Appleseed 
Visitor Center on the west-
bound side of Route 2 in 
Lancaster.

About 25 of the town’s 
2,200 registered voters 
attended a pre-town meeting 
Monday night to learn about 
the town’s difficult financial 
situation. Selectman Dennis 
O’Donnell found himself 
“preaching to the choir” 
once more as many of the 
attendees were department 
heads or town employees 
already well aware of the 
town’s financial woes, who 
were there to answer ques-
tions form the voters they 
had hoped would attend. 
O’Donnell gave his sparse 
audience a brief overview of 
the town’s financial straits 
and told how they had come 
about.

SOCIAL SECURITY
from page 4

PAST PAGES from page 4

Jennifer Welborn reads 
‘Dr. Rosie Helps the Animals’

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK –  The 
Gilbertville Public Library 
welcomed author Jennifer 
Welborn to read her book, 
“Dr.  Ros ie  Helps  the 
Animals” this past weekend.

This program was made 
possibly thanks to the col-
laboration between the 
Gilbertville Public Library 
and the Paige Memorial 
Library. Melborn has been 
doing this program for the 
last three years and proceeds 
go to a veterinary scholar-
ship fund. 

The story follows Rosie, 
a young girl who travels the 
world to help animals. This 
adorable picture book, with 
illustrations by Rozillia MH, 
teaches kids about empathy, 
and animals who have com-
mon afflictions that children 
experience. 

Rosie goes on an adven-
ture to help a variety of ani-
mals and wants to become a 
veterinarian like her moth-
er. Welborn was joined 
by many interested young 
guests who were ready to 
learn about the importance 

of taking care of animals. 
Welborn was joined by 

the Italian Water Dog, Bari. 
This friendly dog is also 

a trained therapy dog and 
has been one for the last five 
years. He was named after a 
town in Italy. 

Bari is a well-trained 
therapy dog and loves 
attending school programs 
and library programs. 

Bari especially enjoyed 
meeting the kids at the 
Gilbertville Public Library 
and enjoyed playing with 
the animal puppets. He sat 
alongside the children while 
Welborn shared a little bit 
about herself and began 
reading her book. 

Welborn was a wildlife 
major and shared pictures of 
her meeting many animals. 
Welborn studied wildlife 
biology and had pictures of 
her meeting all kinds of ani-
mals, including a box turtle, 
a moose, and many others. 

This inspiring picture 
book helps kids learn about 
conservation, science, and 
wildlife and maybe some-
day they want to learn about 
what it takes to become a 
veterinarian. The book fea-
tured the main character, 

Rosie, meeting all kinds of 
animals such as elephants, 
giraffes, crocodiles, octo-
pus, whales, polar bears and 
many more. 

Dur ing  s t o ry  t ime , 
Welborn asked the kids 
questions about what they 
know about different kinds 
of animals. 

She said, “both paws 
up” when kids raised their 
hands. 

One of the teens, Abby, 
was holding up another 
book to show pictures to the 
kids while Welborn read the 
story. 

After story time, kids got 
to do a couple of fun activ-
ities. One was exploring 
these mini-veterinarian kits 
that kids can take home. At 
the library, some kids stuck 
around and tested their kits 
on some stuffed animals. 

The other activity was 
crafting your own stetho-
scope, which kids tried out 
on Bari to check his vitals. 
Welborn joined in on the fun 
and made her own stetho-
scope as well. 

More about “Dr. Rosie 
Helps the Animals” can be 
found at drrosiehelpstheani-
mals.org. 

Rep. Berthiaume maintains perfect voting record
B O S T O N  –  S t a t e 

Represen ta t ive  Dona ld 
“ D o n n i e ”  B e r t h i a u m e , 
(R-Spencer)   maintained 
a perfect voting record in 
2025;

He participated in all 116 
roll call votes recorded in the 
House of Representatives 
between Feb. 6,202 and Nov. 
19, 2025.

Rep. Berthiaume com-
piled a 100% attendance 
record this year by casting 
votes on several major poli-
cy initiatives during the first 
half of the 2025-2026 leg-
islative session, including 
legislation that would require 
human trafficking awareness 
training for hospitality work-
ers, provide $234 million in 
one-time financial support 
for fiscally strained hospitals 
and community health cen-

ters and implement a formal 
licensing process for home 
care agencies operating in 
Massachusetts to help protect 
vulnerable clients receiving 
services

Rep. Berthiaume also 
supported a proposal filed 
during the Fiscal Year 2026 
House budget debate to 
repeal the 2023 no cost calls 
law, which provides unlim-
ited phone calls for inmates 
at county and state correc-
tional facilities, and redirect 
the $10 million in funding 
set aside for this program 
in the House budget to sup-
port unrestricted local aid 
for cities and towns. The 
amendment, which was 
rejected on a roll call vote 
of 26-128,also would have 
established a commission to 
study the fiscal challenges 

posed by this program and 
its impact on prisoner partic-
ipation in state funded re-en-
try programs.

Rep. Berthiaume also 
supported an amendment 
filed during the Fiscal Year 
2026 House budget debate 
that would have placed fur-
ther restrictions on the state’s 
right to shelter law by lim-
iting participation in the 
Commonwealth’s emergency 
housing assistance program 
to U.S. citizens, who have 
resided in Massachusetts 
for at least six months. This 
change would have  helped 
to restore the original intent 
of the law by ensuring that 
Massachusetts residents in 
need have access to emer-
gency shelter, but the amend-
ment was rejected on a vote 
of 27-129.

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago

Author Jennifer Welborn, right, read her story “Dr. Rosie Helps the Animals” 
at the Gilbertville Public Library. Abby, left, held pictures up during story 
time.
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E-BIKES IN STOCK!

SPRING BIKE
TUNE-UP: 
$49.99!

WE REPAIR BIKES!

A/C’sGreat
Selection!

WHITCOINSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000! 508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

TWIN: $199
(REG. $299)

FULL: $269
(REG. $499)

QUEEN: $299
(REG. $599)

BIKE SALE!

DEALS  BETTER THAN
the BIG
BOX
STORES!

MATTRESS SALE!

at
GREAT SELECTION 

OF GAS GRILLS!DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE US!

FRIGIDAIRE 
DISHWASHER 

REG. $449.99
$329.99

G.E. STOVE
w/AIR FRY

REG. $899.99
$699.99

SMOOTH-TOP
STOVE

REG. $699.99
$599.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
REG. $999.99
$799.99

G.E. 27 CU. FT. 
FRENCH DOOR

REFRIGERATOR
REG. $1999.99

$1499.99

5 CU. FT. CHEST
FREEZER
REG. $699.99
$499.99

AMANA WASHER 
OR DRYER

REG. $599.99
$489.99

ENERGY STAR 18 CU. FT. 
REFRIGERATOR

REG. $699.99
$599.99

FAMOUS-MAKER 
OVER-THE-STOVE
MICROWAVE

REG. $249.99
$229.99

LG WASHER
OR DRYER

Front Load - REG. $1599.99
$1,399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE 
WASHER OR DRYER

REG. $699.99
$499.99

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE BY SIDE

REG. $1,499.00
$1099.99

TOWN OF NEW BRAINTREE
OFFICE OF THE COLLECTOR OF TAXES

NOTICE OF 2025 REAL ESTATE TAX TAKING

May 29, 2026
You are receiving this notice because:
1. You own property in Massachusetts.
2. You still owe some local taxes on your property.
3. You’ve received a letter asking you to pay these past due taxes (a 

demand), but you haven’t done so yet.
4. The city or town’s tax collector plans to take your property on the 

date, time, and place noted below.
5. They won’t take your property if you pay what you owe before 

that date. 

TO THE OWNERS OF THE DESCRIBED PROPERTY BELOW, 
AND TO ALL OTHERS CONCERNED, YOU ARE HEREBY NO-
TIFIED THAT ON Monday, June 22, 2026 at 7:30 p.m. at the NEW 
BRAINTREE TOWN HALL, 20 Memorial Drive, New Braintree, 
MA  01531, pursuant to the provisions of Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 60, Section 53, and by virtue of the authority vested 
in me as Collector of Taxes, IT IS MY INTENTION TO TAKE FOR 
the TOWN OF NEW BRAINTREE the following parcels of land for 
non-payment of the taxes due, with interest and all incidental expenses 
and costs to the date of taking, unless the same is paid before that date.

Janet A. Pierce, CMMC
Collector of Taxes

Town of New Braintree

Property Location:   1141 WORCESTER ROAD
Assessed Owners:    PERKINS, DARYL & PAMELA
Bill Number: 491
FISCAL YEAR 2025 REAL ESTATE TAXES ASSESSED: $2,334.50
FISCAL YEAR 2025 REAL ESTATE TAXES UNPAID PRINCIPAL 
BALANCE: $596.19
Description:  A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, containing 
about 5.700 acres described as parcel 406.0 0000 0015.0 in the office 
of the Assessors of the Town of TOWN OF NEW BRAINTREE iden-
tified in book and page  44838 369, WORCESTER Registry of Deeds.

Property Location: 0 RAVINE ROAD 
Assessed Owners:  TRUM-SEARAH, KATHLEEN & RAYMOND
Subsequent Owner: TRUM-SEARAH RAYMOND TRUSTEE OF 
THE TRUM-SEARAH FARM TRUST
Bill Number: 631
FISCAL YEAR 2025 REAL ESTATE TAXES ASSESSED: $2,142.80
FISCAL YEAR 2025 REAL ESTATE TAXES UNPAID PRINCIPAL 
BALANCE: $2,142.80
Description:  A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, containing 
about 79.00 acres described as parcel 402.0 0000 0012.0 in the office 
of the Assessors of the Town of TOWN OF NEW BRAINTREE iden-
tified in book and page  68011 74, WORCESTER Registry of Deeds.

Property Location: 500 RAVINE ROAD 
Assessed Owners:  TRUM-SEARAH, KATHLEEN & RAYMOND

Subsequent Owner: TRUM-SEARAH RAYMOND TRUSTEE OF 
THE TRUM-SEARAH FARM TRUST
Bill Number: 632
FISCAL YEAR 2025 REAL ESTATE TAXES ASSESSED: $3,688.24
FISCAL YEAR 2025 REAL ESTATE TAXES UNPAID PRINCIPAL 
BALANCE: $2,927.33
Description:  A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, containing 
about 89.00 acres described as parcel 402.0 0000 0011.0 in the office 
of the Assessors of the Town of TOWN OF NEW BRAINTREE iden-
tified in book and page  68011 74, WORCESTER Registry of Deeds.

Property Location: 1241 WEST ROAD 
Assessed Owners:  WAUGH, RAYMOND
Bill Number: 653
FISCAL YEAR 2025 REAL ESTATE TAXES ASSESSED: $6,449.24
FISCAL YEAR 2025 REAL ESTATE TAXES UNPAID PRINCIPAL 
BALANCE: $4,324.03
Description:  A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, containing 
about 53.00 acres described as parcel 403.0 0000 0022.0 in the office 
of the Assessors of the Town of TOWN OF NEW BRAINTREE iden-
tified in book and page  54902 11, WORCESTER Registry of Deeds.

Property Location: 63 WEST BROOKFIELD ROAD 
Assessed Owners:  WAUGH, RAYMOND & HEIDI
Bill Number: 654
FISCAL YEAR 2025 REAL ESTATE TAXES ASSESSED: $463.62
FISCAL YEAR 2025 REAL ESTATE TAXES UNPAID PRINCIPAL 
BALANCE: $463.62
Description:  A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, containing 
about 3.54 acres described as parcel 407.0 0000 0095.0 in the office 
of the Assessors of the Town of TOWN OF NEW BRAINTREE iden-
tified in book and page 45275 274, WORCESTER Registry of Deeds.

Property Location: 0 WEST ROAD 
Assessed Owners:  WAUGH, RAYMOND
Bill Number: 655
FISCAL YEAR 2025 REAL ESTATE TAXES ASSESSED: $408.64
FISCAL YEAR 2025 REAL ESTATE TAXES UNPAID PRINCIPAL 
BALANCE: $408.64
Description:  A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, containing 
about 101.00 acres described as parcel 403.0 0000 0038.0 in the office 
of the Assessors of the Town of TOWN OF NEW BRAINTREE iden-
tified in book and page  57375 183, WORCESTER Registry of Deeds.

Property Location: 0 WEST BROOKFIELD ROAD 
Assessed Owners:  WAUGH, RAYMOND & HEIDI
Bill Number: 656
FISCAL YEAR 2025 REAL ESTATE TAX ASSESSED: $164.94
FISCAL YEAR 2025 REAL ESTATE TAXES UNPAID PRINCIPAL 
BALANCE: $164.94
Description:  A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, containing 
about 40.70 acres described as parcel 407.0 0000 0096.0 in the office 
of the Assessors of the Town of TOWN OF NEW BRAINTREE iden-
tified in book and page 45275 274, WORCESTER Registry of Deeds..
06/04/2026

Legal Notices
Regional agreement
Article 11 asked vot-

ers to approve the revised 
Q u a b b i n  R e g i o n a l 
School District Regional 
Agreement, which was 
approved by the School 
Committee and submitted 
to each member town’s 
select board.

The revised agreement 
will need to be approved by 
all five Quabbin Regional 
School  Distr ic t  towns 
before  be ing  submi t -
ted to the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education for final approv-
al.

The revised agreement 
has updates to language, 
and adjustments to weight-
ed votes based on town 
population. 

Selectmen Joe Chenevert 
said the revised agreement 
includes that the town has 
the right to vote on the clos-
ing of a school.

The revised agreement 
also includes language 
required by DESE, which 
states if a member town 
seeks to withdraw from the 
school district’s regional 
agreement, then the town 
must submit a “long range 
plan” and have clear time-
lines. The plan would also 
need to be approved by the 
Commissioner.

The current regional 
agreement from 2014 will 
remain in effect until the 
new agreement is voted 
on and final approval is 
received.

FY 27 budget
Vo t e r s  u n a n i m o u s -

ly approved articles 4 and 

5, accepting a fiscal year 
2027 budget of $3,367,614. 
This budget is just over 
$240,000 less than the FY 
26 approved budget.

School assessments 
The town’s education 

assessments were outlined 
in article 4. 

The assessment  for 
Quabbin Regional School 
Dis t r ic t  decreased by 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 . 8 % , 
which was partly driven by 
a reduction in enrollment 
by nine students. The total 
assessment for the town for 
FY 27 (including debt and 
interest and out of district 
tuition costs) is $1,729,130.

The assessment  for 
the Pathfinder Regional 
Vocational Technical High 
School increased by 3.9% 
from $181,735 in fiscal 
year 2026 to $253,855 in 
FY 27 due to an increase in 
enrollment (three students) 
and the state’s increased 
and required minimum con-
tribution. 

Town Hall project
Article 10 asked vot-

ers to rescind $241,000 of 
the $532,000 previously 
approved at town meet-
ing in 2022 for repairs to 
the Town Hall. The final 
expenses for the project 
were less than anticipated 
and the project is now com-
plete.

STM articles
Article 1 asked voters to 

transfer $66,026,66 to meet 
overdrawn and unprovided 
for accounts in the current 
FY 26 budget. The three 
remaining articles on the 
special town meeting war-
rant were passed over.

wetlands, the site contains a 
certified vernal pool and the 
western Zone 1 was located 
in a public access watershed 
known as the Ware River 
Watershed. 

The company represen-
tatives said they follow the 
Best Management Practices 
that include installing com-
post filler tubes, includes a 
pollution protection plan, 
storm water protection plan 
and routine inspections. 

They also said there 
would be no need to pile 
snow in the wetlands areas as 
it was a large property with 
plenty of other location. 

Site visit
The Commission request-

ed a site visit with two 
Conservation Commission 
members and their expert. 
The applicant agreed to a 
limited site visit to just the 
area of the road improve-
ment. When Conservation 
Commission member, Zach 

Mann, requested the visit 
include the entire property, 
the representatives said they 
would get back to them. 

Mann said they wanted 
to inspect for additional wet-
lands. If more wetlands were 
found, the Commission had 
the right to “protect them.” 
Conservation member, Carl 
Lindley. Jr., said if the compa-
ny wanted additional time, the 
Commission would grant that.

Solid waste cleanup
M a n n  a l s o  s a i d 

s t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Environmental Protection 
Andrea Briggs request-
ed a solid waste cleanup of 
the site, which also includ-
ed cleanup on some of the 
Department of Conservation 
and Recreation land, which 
abuts the property. 

Legal  counsel  repre-
senting the Conservation 
Commission said a full 
Notice of Intent needed to be 
filed to clean up the site. He 
said the town’s position was 

they needed a full NOI for 
the clean up.

Application change
Hopkins said there was an 

error on the application. They 
checked no to the box regard-
ing “outstanding resource 
water” and the yes box 
should be checked. They will 
submit a correction. They 
also were asked to clarify 
their address – one form list-
ed a New York address and 
another a Delaware address.

Driveway information
Lindley requested more 

information on the driveway 
such as number of vehicles 
and types of vehicles that 
would be using the access 
driveway. A representative 
said users included construc-
tion equipment, graders, doz-
ers, excavators, utility vans 
and vehicles by the workers. 

He said the construction 
traffic was less than the traf-
fic approved for the auto 
recycling operation. 

Public comments
Conservation Commission 

Chairman Steven Gutulis 
then opened the hearing to 
public comment. Susan Shea 
asked why the company lim-
ited the site visit to only one 
area that of  the road con-
struction. She said, “We are 
‘well driven’ and this prop-
erty abuts the Ware River 
Watershed. She said, [it]
feels sooty, underhanded and 
greasy.”

Planning Board mem-
ber Philip Warbasse said the 
Planning Board never permit-
ted a “junkyard;” it happened 
years ago. The Planning 
Board did grant permits for 
an intact internet auction sale 
of vehicles.

Matthew Broderick asked 
the representatives when 
they walked the property 
did they find evidence of the 
solid waste on the site and 
on DCR land. He suggested 
they visit the site following 
the hearing.  The represen-
tative refused to answer his 
question.

Another resident asked 
about the presence of spe-
cies such as the spotted sal-
amander. The representative 
said none were noted on the 
National Endangered Species 
list.

Scott Corey, an abut-
ter, said residents spent 
thousands on legal fees 
and thanked the Advocates 
for Conservation of Rural 
O a k h a m ’s  N a t u r e  a n d 
Safety group, also known as 
ACORNS, for helping them.

Hearing continuance
T h e  C o n s e r v a t i o n 

Commission voted to contin-
ue the hearing. The hearing 
lasted an hour and a half, 
starting at 6:20 p.m. and 
adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

OAKHAM from page 1

NEW BRAINTREE 
from page 1

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

www.newspapers.turley.com
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SMARTSMART
MONEYMONEY

Brought to you by Turley Publications

www.edwardjones.com    Member SPIC

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Farber & Lindley
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

56 Common Street, Barre

978-257-8429
Personal Injury

Automobile Accident
Landlord Representation

www.farberandlindley.com

The Varney Family of Companies
12 Nichewaug Road, Barre, MA 01005

Before you buy or rent to own, visit...

Waterwheel
Village

A Unique 55 & Better
Mobile Home Community

978-355-3454

We’re always looking for good sales people and contractors

Well Domes
Protect Water Wells

Strong Security Against the Unexpected
978-355-3454

Before You List Please Call Us On Our
Special Low Commission Rates!

Waterwheel Realty
978-355-4438

Call Abby Montalto 508-579-9897
Or

Paul Varney, Jr. 978-771-3492

  Edward Jones, its employees and financial 
advisors cannot provide tax or legal advice. 
You should consult your attorney or qualified 
tax advisor regarding your situation. Member SPIC > edwardjones.com    

David J. Mason, CFP®, ChFC®

Financial Advisor

164 Market Drive
Athol, MA 01331
978-780-0002

Member SIPC

Hunter E Boody, ChFC®

Financial Advisor
1448 Main St
Palmer, MA 01069
413-289-1875

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894P-A AECSPAD

Retiring Soon?
Give us a call.

Professional Real Estate Services Since 1978

Four estate planning myths 
that could cost your family
Consider this scenario: A teacher of 30 years and mother of 

three passes away at age 58. She leaves behind a modest home, a 
retirement account and cherished family heirlooms – but no estate 
plan. Her children, still grieving, find themselves navigating a 
confusing probate process, disagreeing about when to sell the house 
and considering who gets their grandmother's ring.

This mom wasn't wealthy by most measures, but her lack of 
planning created confusion, conflict and uncertainty at a time when 
her family needed clarity. Her story reminds us of an important truth: 
estate planning is about easing conflict and making sure what you 
have goes where you want it to go. 

As you think about your own legacy, consider these myths that 
can lead to costly mistakes and unintended outcomes.

Myth 1: Estate planning is only for wealthy people. The desire 
to make things easier for loved ones has nothing to do with net 
worth. Formally documenting your wishes reduces the burden on 
family members and gives you control. Without a plan, your state's 
laws will decide how your estate is handled, and you may not like 
what those laws say.

Myth 2: Having a will is all you need. While a will is important, 
it only takes effect after death. That means it offers no protection if 
you become incapacitated and cannot make decisions for yourself. 
It does, however, allow you to name legal guardians for dependent 
children.

The foundation of most estate plans includes a will (which 
directs asset distribution), a financial power of attorney (for financial 
decisions),a health care power of attorney (for medical decisions), 
and a medical directive (to share your end of life wishes). While 
not everyone needs a trust, there are several that allow you to make 
special provisions, such as for minor children, a special needs 
family member or even a cherished pet. Consulting with a financial 
advisor and an estate planning attorney can help determine the right 
combination based on your situation.

Myth 3: Equal distribution is always fair. It’s likely that the 
individuals in your estate plan, especially if they are adult children, 
have different family and financial situations. You may have one 
child who’s extremely successful financially while another is 
struggling. Or you may have assets, such as a house or ownership 
of a family business, that are more suitable for one beneficiary than 
another. It's important to consider any unique circumstances as you 
develop your estate plan.

Myth 4: I can set it and forget it. You'll want to review your 
estate plan every few years or when a major life event occurs. Life 
is full of changes, such as marriages, divorces, new children and 
relocations, and they will likely impact your goals. Reviewing your 
plan helps keep everything aligned with your wishes and serves as a 
reminder to keep your beneficiaries on all your assets up to date. 

Ultimately, estate planning is about helping ensure your voice is 
heard and your loved ones cared for, no matter what the future holds.

the special town meeting, 
the town’s budget will be 
temporarily level funded 
by free cash for the months 
of July and August, before 
another override ballot 
question will be voted on in 
September. Butler said after 
that free cash is expend-
ed, the town will be left 
with only $165,635 in that 
account.

Butler clarified that the 
original override of $3 mil-
lion included the school 
assessment, which this pro-
posed override does not, and 
would have removed a struc-
tural deficit, but using free 
cash for this override will 
still leave that deficit, and 
she said next year’s budget 
could be “daunting.” 

July 4th discussion
The town also canceled 

part of its Independence Day 
celebrations, according to 
a social media post on the 
Town of Rutland Facebook 
page. Dibb said part of this 

temporary two month fund-
ing could possibly bring a 
piece of the celebrations 
back, but the maintaining of 
services is the main motiva-
tion.

Some residents comment-
ed on this idea, including 
Michele Van Reet, who said 
the town has already failed 
an override twice, and fully 
funding for two months 
seems like it is meant for the 
party. Another resident said 
he attended the meeting of 
the 4th of July Committee, 
and heard they canceled fire-
works contracts, and can-
celed all events related to the 
holiday. 

P o l i c e  C h i e f  N i c k 
Monaco also commented, 
asking if the town was trying 
to save the celebration or the 
departments, as he said there 
are multiple members of the 
Police Department who are 
expecting to be unemployed 
by July 1. He said two peo-
ple have already accepted 
other positions. 

Monaco also said the 
town never brings in outside 

help for the July 4th cele-
brations, just the Sheriff’s 
Office to run the command 
center, and he said the union 
would file a grievance for 
unfair labor practices if the 
town were to lay off officers 
but send in outside help. 

Dibb said the canceling 
of the July 4th events has 
affected town employees, 
as they have been receiving 
inappropriate phone calls 
about it. 

Public comment
R e s i d e n t  L o u 

Cornacchioli said the clean-
ing of the Civil War mon-
ument was taken care of 
privately for a low cost. He 
also said he would fundraise 
money to get the bandstand 
electrified, hopefully before 
the summer ends. 

He also donated a solar 
light to the town to use on a 
flag pole, and said he plans 
on getting more lights for the 
other flag poles.

Another resident said he 
had concerns that the town 
could not put a plan in place 

for the July 4th celebration 
with months in advance, and 
said the town has an emer-
gency management direc-
tor for situations like this. 
Resident Darren Ross said 
he wanted the post about the 
cancellations taken down. 

Another resident said he 
was disappointed in the lack 
of respect for the American 
Flag on town property, but 
thanked the police chief for 
fixing one of them. 

Appointments and 
resignations

The board received 
a letter of interest from 
Christine Drolet to serve 
on the Events Committee, 
and the board appoint-
ed her unanimously. The 
board also appointed Tim 
Nahrwold to the Planning 
Board bylaw subcommittee. 

The  board  accep ted 
the resignation of Caroline 
Bishop from the 4th of July 
committee.

Girl Scout Gold Award
The board voted to sign 

a letter of congratulations to 
Emily Ryan for receiving the 
Gold Award. 

Home Rule petition
The board said they are 

petitioning for one addition-
al alcohol license for the 
Rutland Marketplace. Butler 
said it could possibly be 
voted on at a special town 
meeting this year.

Pole hearings
The board held three pole 

hearings, and accepted each 
of them unanimously. One 
was for three joint-owned 
poles on Pommogussett 
Road, the second for one JO 
pole on Ware Road and the 
last one for three JO poles on 
Main Street.

Administrative items
Butler said there will 

be some interdepartmental 
transfers for legal and snow 
and ice. The board also 
approved the minutes of May 
9 and May 12, and signed 
treasury warrants.

RUTLAND from page 1

presented at town meeting. 
Resident Debra Chamberlain 
asked how the voters could 
make an informed decision 
without it. 

A member of town coun-
sel was present, and said the 
budget information was post-
ed online within the statutory 
timeframe, and if the budget 
was voted down, they would 
need a special town meeting 
before July 1.

The article passed with 15 
voters opposed.

QRSD budget
Article 13 was the town’s 

share of the QRSD budget, at 
$6,895,048. Superintendent 
Colleen Mucha said the bud-
get increased despite the 
cutting of 21 positions, and 
prices of insurance, oil and 
transportation have gone up. 

The article passed by 
majority. 

Zoning bylaw
Article 22 was a change in 

the zoning bylaws. Munroe, 
who is also the chair of the 
Planning Board, said this 
changes the pyramidal sec-
tion 4, and makes it easier 
to read. He said there were 
four meetings of the Planning 
Board and a public hearing 
about the changes. 

A motion was made on 
the floor to amend one sec-
tion of the bylaw, which 
would allow “salesrooms 
and yards for the sale of farm 
equipment” in districts zoned 
as residential/agricultural and 
town center, to change both 
of those to no. Munroe said 
that falls under protected use 
if it is an accessory dwelling 
unit, and the board was try-
ing to avoid issues with the 
District Attorney’s office. 

The article was approved 
by town meeting as amended.

Another motion was made 
to not allow “large scale solar 
photovoltaic installations” 
in residential/agricultural 
or town center districts, but 
town counsel said that would 
be a substantive change and 
not able to be voted on. 

Tax title bylaw
Article 21 was a general 

bylaw change to allow the 
treasurer to enter into pay-
ment agreements with “per-
sons entitled to redeem par-
cels in tax title,” and the arti-
cle was passed by majority. 

Indefinitely
postponed articles

Several art icles were 
indefinitely postponed at 
town meeting, and Finance 
Committee Chair Seth Knipe 
said this was in an attempt 
to save free cash until the 
fall. The postponed articles 
included article 4, which 
would have t ransferred 
$20,000 in free cash for an 
end of employment/salary 
reserve stabilization fund.

Article 5 was passed over, 
which would have transferred 
$20,000 from free cash to 
create a facility and utility 
capital stabilization fund. 
Article 15 was postponed, 
which would have appropri-
ated $20,000 from free cash 
for grant services. 

Ar t ic le  17  was  a lso 
passed over, which would 
have appropriated $230,000 
for capital purchases. The 
breakdown was $130,000 for 
annual road improvement, 
$20,000 for annual technol-
ogy and infrastructure sup-
port and $80,000 for a police 
cruiser.

CPA articles
Article 18 was to appro-

priate and transfer $9,900 
f r o m  t h e  C o m m u n i t y 
Preserva t ion  Act  Open 
Space/Recreation Reserve 
account to fund an appli-
cation submitted for the 
installation of a permanent 
story walk. Article 19 was 
to appropriate or reserve 
revenue from the communi-
ty preservation account for 
expenses. 

Article 21 was to appro-
priate $6,320 from available 
funds for projects outlined in 
the Open Space Committee 
plan. The projects are at 
Gates Hill Bridge for $3,510, 
Mill Pond Bridge for $2,660 
and Mount Jefferson Gates 

Fa rmhouse  Founda t ion 
Fencing Posts for $150. 

Consent agendas
Articles 1-3 and 6-8 were 

voted as one in a consent 
agenda vote. These articles 
were to choose officers, 
hear reports, a plug arti-
cle in case the town need-
ed to use free cash to fund 
the budget, an authorization 
for the select board to enter 
into agreements with the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation, to authorize 
the town to accept education-
al grants and to authorize the 
continuation of the Holden 
Hospital account. 

Other articles
Art ic le  9  f ixed  the 

revolving account budgets 
for town boards and com-
mittees, and article 10 
approved the transfer of 
$2,298.19 from free cash 
to pay unpaid bills from 
prior fiscal years. Article 
12 approved the appropri-
ation of $450,000 for the 
Montachuset t  Regional 

Vocational Technical School 
District assessment. 

Article 14 approved the 
raising and appropriating 
of $52,959 for QRSD debt. 
Article 16 approved the 
transfer of $30,000 for the 
Cable Advisory Committee.

HUBBARDSTON 
from page 1

Church 
hosts annual 
Strawberry 
Festival

N E W  B R A I N T R E E 
–  T h e  N ew  B r a i n t r e e 
Congregational Church is 
hosting its annual Strawberry 
Festival on Saturday, June 
13 at 5:30 p.m. at the New 
B r a i n t r e e  Tow n  H a l l , 
Memorial Drive. 

Come enjoy this fami-
ly-style meal of baked ham, 
baked beans, potato salad, 
coleslaw, rolls and beverages 
followed by strawberry short-
cake for dessert. 

Tickets are $20 for adults; 
$12 for children ages 5-10, 
children 4 and under are free. 
There will be one sitting. 
Make your reservations by 
calling 508-410-7424 or 413-
477-6653.

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES
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Calendar of Events

Where is this?

Turley Publications photo by Ellenor Downer

This week’s mystery photo is from Petersham If any readers know 
where this photo was taken, they may email edowner@turley.com with 
their answer by noon on Monday, June 8. Bill Bowles, Peggy Civilik and 
James Laramee correctly identified the photo. The photo last week was 
Town Pound on Coldbrook Road in Oakham.

FRIDAY, JUNE 5
C O M M U N I T Y  H E A LT H  A N D 

WELLNESS FAIR takes place today fro 
2-5 p.m. at the South Cafe at the Mount 
Wachusett Community College, 444 Green 
St., Gardner. The event is designed to connect 
community members with healthcare resourc-
es, wellness organizations, and nursing stu-
dents in an interactive and supportive envi-
ronment focused on improving community 
health and expanding access to care.

PETERSHAM ART SHOW takes place 
today from 5-7 p.m.; Saturday, June 6 from 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. and Sunday, June 7 from 
noon-4 p.m. at the Petersham Town Hall, 
1 South Main St., Petersham. This is a free 
event sponsored by the Petersham Cultural 
Council. There will be an opening reception 
and live music with The Evening Standard 
with Annie Huppert, vocalist tonight.

SATURDAY, JUNE 6
CHICKEN AND TURKEY RAISING 

WORKSHOP will take place today from 10 
a.m.-noon at Many Hands Organic Farm, 
411 Sheldon Road, Barre. The workshop is 
entitled “Organic Chickens and Turkeys from 
Brooder to Pasture.” There will be a pot-
luck lunch at noon. Pasturing poultry gives 
birds access to the extra nutrients only nature 
can supply best, not to mention health-giv-
ing sunshine. Yet they need protection from 
predators out on grass. The workshop offers 
plans for well-designed range-house “tractor,” 
which offers security from hawks, owls and 
four-footed varmints and demonstrates their 
use on pasture. Brooding, chick and poult 
care and organic feed management will also 
be discussed and demonstrated. Advanced 
registration is required by visiting https://
mhof.net/events-workshops/, calling 978-257-
1192 or emailing farm@mhof.net.

MONDAY, JUNE 8
CFCE MOC COORDINATED SCIENCE 

PLAYGROUP takes place today at 10:30 
a.m. in the New Braintree Public Library, 45 
Memorial Drive, New Braintree. The target 
age group is 6 and under, all are welcome. 
They will have also have a Story Hour on 
Monday June 22 at 11:30 a.m.at the library. 
Children enjoy a story, craft and indepen-
dent playtime. All are welcome and parental 

supervision is required. 
DIANA MACKIEWIEZ OFS and a mem-

ber of St. Joseph’s Franciscan Fraternity in 
Charlton will speak today at 6:30 p.m.  in 
the hall at St. Joseph’s Church, 29 South St., 
Barre. People should enter using the side 
door. St. Francis of Assisi Parish is celebrat-
ing the special Franciscan Jubilee year. She 
will reflect on St. Francis and Sultan Malik in 
1219: An Invitation to Kinship. Mackiewiez 
is part of the larger Blessed Solanus Casey 
Region. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 13
ANNUAL STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL 

hosted by the New Braintree Congregational 

Church takes place today at 5:30 p.m. in the 
New Braintree Town Hall, Memorial Drive, 
New Braintree.  This family-style meal 
includes baked ham, baked beans, potato 
salad, coleslaw, rolls and beverages followed 
by strawberry shortcake for dessert. Tickets 
are $20 for adults; $12 for children ages 5 to 
10 and free for children 4 and under. There 
will be one sitting. People should make their 
reservations by calling 508-410-7424 or 413-
477-6653.

SUNDAY, JUNE 14
R U T L A N D  L I B R A R Y  2 5 T H 

ANNIVERSARY of the building happens 
today from 1-4 p.m.at the library building 

located at 280 Main St.,Rutland. The pub-
lic is invited and numerous activities are 
planned.

SATURDAY, JUNE 20
SOLSTICE SING FOR PEACE AMD 

JUSTICE takes place today at 7 p.m. in 
The First Congregational Church of W. 
Brookfield, UCC, 36 N. Main St. W. 
Brookfield. A social hour takes place 
from 6-7 p.m. Solstice Sing for Peace and 
Justice - Songs to Cultivate Community, 
Compassion, and Commitment features 
local singing group, A Chorus for These 
Times, directed by Nym Cook with 
instrumentalists and guest artist Leslie 
Sweetnam. All are welcome. Snacks will 
be served. There is no admission charge. 
but donations will be accepted to sup-
port Abby’s House, Worcester’s For more 
information, people may call the church 
at 508-867-7078, email Karen Murphy at 
kmurphy718@charter.net or Nym Cooke at 
nymcooke@gmail.com.

FINNISH AMERICAN COMEDIAN 
MISKA KAJANUS will perform today at 
6 p.m. This family fun evening will have 
food available from 4-6 p.m.before his per-
formance. Following the performance, there 
will be a dance. Kajanus is recognized as the 
2024 Performer of the Year by the Finlandia 
Foundation National. Admission is $5 per 
person: for advanced ticket sales, people 
should call 508-365-4062.

FILL A TRUCK WITH FOOD to benefit 
The Westborough Food Pantry takes place 
today from 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. at Roche Bros. 
at Bay State Commons, located at 1100 
Union St., Westborough. Mark’s Moving and 
Storage, also based in Westborough, organiz-
er and sponsor of the event, are also donat-
ing and providing a tractor trailer truck for 
the event. The public is encouraged to bring 
donations or purchase extra items at Roche 
Bros. The food drive wish list includes: 
brownie mix, cake mix and frosting, mayon-
naise, ketchup, mustard, pancake mix, pan-
cake syrup, jams and jelly, salad dressing, dry 
beans (all kinds), tomato paste, Ramen, Rice 
a Roni, Dinty Moore beef stew, Hamburg 
Helper and cookies.

Article 5
To see if the town will 

vote to transfer a sum of 
money from the Sale of 
Lots Fund Account to the 
C e m e t e r y  C o m m i s s i o n 
Expense Account for the 
care ,  improvement  and 
embellishment or enlarge-
ment of Town cemeteries, 
including all costs incidental 
and related thereto.

Article 7
To see if the town will 

vote to transfer a sum of 
money from the Sale of 
Lots Fund Account to the 
Perpetual Care Account.

Article 8
To see if the town will 

vote to rescind the unused 
b o r r ow i n g  a u t h o r i t i e s 
voted under previous Town 
Meeting articles.

Article 9
To see if the town will 

vote to raise and appropri-
ate from sewer revenues, a 
sum of money to the Water 
Pollution Control Facilities 
Enterprise Fund for the oper-
ation of the Gilbertville and 
Wheelwright Water Pollution 
Control Facilities and all sup-
porting apparatus, including 
all costs incidental and relat-
ed thereto.

Article 10
To see if the town will 

vote to transfer and appro-
priate a sum of money from 
the Sewer Enterprise Fund 
Retained Earnings to the 
Sewer Enterprise Fund for 
the purpose purchasing and 
equipping 2026 Ford F250, 
including all costs incidental 
and related thereto.

Article 11
To see if the town will 

vote to transfer from the 
Capital Stabilization Fund, a 
sum of money to pay for one-
year’s lease payments for the 
Highway Department truck.

Article 12
To see if the town will 

vote to raise and appropri-
ate, transfer from available 
funds in the treasury, borrow 
or any combination thereof, 
a sum of money to pay the 
necessary town charges for 
the Fiscal Year 2027 begin-
ning July 1, 2026, and ending 
June 30, 2027.

Article 13
To see if the town will 

vote to raise and appropri-
ate, transfer from available 
funds in the treasury, borrow 
or any combination there-
of, a sum of money for the 
Stabilization Fund.

Article 14
To see if the town will 

vote to raise and appropri-
ate, transfer from available 
funds in the treasury, borrow 
or any combination thereof, a 
sum of money for the Capital 
Stabilization Fund.

Article 15
To see if the town will 

vote to raise and appropriate 
or otherwise fund a sum of 
money to the Reserve Fund.

Article 16
To see if the town will 

vote to transfer from avail-
able funds in prior years’ 
warrant  ar t ic les  a  sum 
of money for the Capital 
Stabilization Fund.

Article 17
To see if the town will 

vote to accept Massachusetts 
General Laws Chapter 44, 
Section 53F3⁄4, which estab-
lishes a special revenue fund 
known as the PEG Access 
and Cable Related Fund, to 

reserve cable franchise fees 
and other cable-related reve-
nues for appropriation to sup-
port PEG access services and 
oversight and renewal of the 
cable franchise agreement, 
said fund to begin operations 
for fiscal year 2027, begin-
ning July 1, 2026.

Article 18
To see if the town will 

vote to accept the second 
paragraph of Massachusetts 
General Laws Chapter 60, 
section 2, which allows the 
tax collector to abate any 
unpaid tax which the collec-
tor determines was assessed 
on a valuation insufficient to 
meet the charges or expenses 
of collection, or if any other 
committed tax is unpaid and 
is less than $25.

Article 19
To see if  the town 

w i l l  vo t e  t o  a c c e p t 
Massachusetts General 
Law Chapter 59, section 
57A, which provides that 
a notice of preliminary tax 
or actual tax bill for real 
estate or personal proper-
ty taxes, in an amount not 
in excess of $100, shall 
be due and payable in one 
installment and if unpaid 
after the day the first 
installment of the notice of 
preliminary tax or actual 
tax bill for the year is due, 
shall be subject to interest 
at the same rate and from 
the same date as any delin-
quent preliminary or actual 
tax first installment.

Article 20
To see if the town will 

vote to accept Massachusetts 
General Law Chapter 44, 
section 54(b) to allow town 
trust funds to be invest-
ed  in  accordance wi th 
General Law Chapter203C, 
the  so-ca l led  “Prudent 

Investment Rule.”

Article 21
To see if the town will 

vote to accept Massachusetts 
General Law Chapter 64G, 
Section 3A to impose a local 
excise tax upon the transfer 
of occupancy of any room 
or rooms in a bed and bed 
and breakfast establishment, 
hotel, lodging house, short-
term rental or motel located 
within the Town at the rate 
of 6%.

Article 22
To see if the town will 

amend the General Bylaws 
under “ARTICLE #V - Board 
of Selectmen – Section 
6 –  D E PA RT M E N TA L 
R E V O LV I N G  F U N D 
BY-LAW” by amending 
the Cemetery Commission 
F u n d  R E S T R I C T I O N S 
OR CONDITIONS ON 
E X P E N S E S  PAYA B L E 
FROM FUND, from “Not to 
exceed $5000.00” to “Not to 
exceed $11,500.00.”

Article 23
To see if the town will 

amend the General Bylaws 
under “ARTICLE #V - Board 
of Selectmen – Section 
6  –  DEPARTMENTAL 
R E V O LV I N G  F U N D 
B Y- L AW ”  b y  a m e n d -
ing the Planning Board 
F u n d  R E S T R I C T I O N S 
OR CONDITIONS ON 
E X P E N S E S  PAYA B L E 
FROM FUND, from “Not to 
exceed $3,000.00” to “Not to 
exceed $5,000.00.”

Article 24
To see if the town will 

vote to appropriate, borrow 
or transfer from available 
funds, an amount of money 
to be expended under the 
direction of the Quabbin 
Regional School District for 
the roof project at Hardwick 
Elementary School’s feasibil-

ity study, 531 Lower Road, 
Gilbertville, MA 01031, 
including all costs inciden-
tal and related thereto, for 
which feasibility study the 
Town may be eligible for a 
grant from the Massachusetts 
School Building Authority.  
This requires a two-thirds 
majority vote. 

Article 25
To see if the town will 

authorize the Select Board 
to acquire, on behalf of the 
town, by gift, for library 
purposes, the parcel of land 
with the building thereon 
known as the Gilbertville 
Public Library, located at 259 
Main St., described in a deed 
recorded with the Worcester 
County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 1766, Page 347 and 
shown on Assessors’ Map 59, 
Lot 8.

Article 26
To see if the town will 

vote to adopt the following 
resolution: 

“ W H E R E A S  e i g h t y -
e i g h t  y e a r s  a g o ,  t h e 
C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f 
Massachusetts disincorpo-
rated and flooded four towns 
(Dana, Prescott, Greenwich, 
and Enfield) in the Swift 
River Valley so that eastern 
Massachusetts could grow, 
aided by sufficient pristine 
drinking water, and

W H E R E A S  c r e a t i o n 
of the Quabbin Reservoir 
demanded the dismantling 
of more than 1,100 struc-
tures, including upwards of 
650 homes; the exhumation 
of more than 7,600 graves 
across 34 cemeteries; the 
stoppage of robust north-
south rail service; the scut-
tling of west-east rail plan-
ning; and the shuttering of 
businesses and industry, and

WHEREAS families who 
had lived in the Swift River 

Valley for generations were 
forced to give up their homes 
and properties, and

WHEREAS today the 
1 1 9 , 9 4 0 - a c r e  Q u a b b i n 
Reservoir  watershed is 
both publicly and privately 
held and the Hardwick and 
other watershed towns help 
to steward an invaluable 
412-billion-gallon resource, 
and

WHEREAS Hardwick 
and other watershed towns 
work to ensure compli-
ance with state and feder-
al water protection regula-
tions through volunteer and 
municipally funded posi-
tions, and

WHEREAS Hardwick 
and other watershed towns 
routinely forgo economic 
development opportunities 
to protect the water quality, 
even when those opportuni-
ties could catalyze our stran-
gled economy,

BE IT RESOLVED that 
Hardwick and other water-
shed towns are united in our 
request for more just recom-
pense for the region’s historic 
sacrifice and our current ser-
vice we join together seek-
ing:

1 .  Increased  region-
al representation on the 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Wa t e r 
Resources Authority Board 
of Directors and Board of 
Advisors;

2. Establishment of a 
Quabbin community trust 
fund for the purposes of meet-
ing municipal needs such as 
potable water access and pub-
lic safety services; and

3. Reconfiguration of 
the payment in lieu of taxes 
structure to much better rec-
ognize the value of New 
Salem and other watershed 
towns stewardship of the 
pristine and world-class 
Quabbin Reservoir.”

HARDWICK from page 1

many plant species here, like 
the pitch pine, are helped 
by frequent fire activity. 
The Barre Heath is home 
to imperiled species and by 
restoring the formerly forest-
ed parcel

of 45 acres, DCR is pro-
viding these species a home. 
The tall white pines were 

removed to allow the natural-
ly occurring plants, like the 
pitch pine and scrub oak, to 
flourish. 

Prescr ibed burns are 
planned every few years to 
maintain the heath. The pre-
scribed burns also provide 
training opportunities for 
DCR and local municipal 
firefighters. A goal of DCR is 
to restore Heath Habitats that 

are in close proximity.
We wa tched  severa l 

Turkey Vultures wheeling 
across the gray and threaten-
ing skies.

Behind a screen of trees, 
we could hear the sooth-
ing sounds of the Canesto 
River. In August 1912, Mary 
Phillips Riis lit smudge fires 
one night to save the pota-
to crop that was planted 

in the “frost pockets” here 
from freezing. Now we can 
understand why the crop was 
threatened by frost.

With wind chills more 
appropriate for March than 
May, we were somewhat 
chillier than we had antici-
pated. Nevertheless, the land 
lured us, just as it attracted 
Jacob and Mary Riis and so 
many before them.

HIKE from page 1
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 By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

G A R D N E R — T h e 
Quabbin girls’ tennis team 
has compiled an impressive 
47-7 overall record since the 
start of the 2024 regular sea-
son. 

During that span, the 
Lady Panthers’ have won two 
state tournament matches. 
Both of those victories were 
decided by the doubles team 
of Elizabeth Matheson and 
Madelyn Stauder, who are 
seniors.

Last Tuesday’s Division 
3 state preliminary round 
match was t ied  before 
Matheson and Stauder pulled 
out a win at first doubles, 
which sealed the 30th-seed-
ed Lady Panthers, 3-2, vic-
tory over the 35th-seeded 
Whitinsville Christian School 
Crusaders at Gardner High 
School. 

“We were in the exact 
same position in the state 
tournament two years ago,” 
Matheson said. “We won that 
match and the experience 
gave us a lot of confidence in 
today’s match.” 

As sophomores, Matheson 
and Stauder managed to 
win the deciding match in 
the Division 4 round of 32 

match, as the Lady Panthers 
defeated Randolph High 
School, 3-2, at Gardner High 
School. 

Quabbin competed in the 
Division 3 state tournament 
for the first time this spring.

The Lady Panthers play 
their regular season home 
matches at Felton Field in 
Barre, which only has three 
courts. The MIAA requires 
a school to have at least four 
courts to host a state tour-

nament match. Quabbin has 
played its home state tour-
nament matches at Gardner 
High School, which has four 
courts.  

In this year’s preliminary 
round match, Matheson and 

Stauder posted a 7-6 (7-5), 
6-3 win over Whitinsville 
Christian freshman Arielle 
Zdanis and junior Alexi 
Gilchrist.

“There was a lot of pres-
sure on us in today’s match 

because our season would’ve 
been over had we lost,” 
Stauder said. “It just felt 
great after we won the final 
point.”

Quabbin tennis takes state playoff opener

Farrah Wojcik tracks the ball as she hits a return in 
women’s singles.

Turley photos by Jeffrey Haynes

Maria Hamm reaches for a backhand return in wom-
en’s doubles.

Audrey Larson hits a 
backhand from the 
baseline in women’s 
singles.

BARRE – For the past 
severa l  years ,  Quabbin 
Regional High School has 
hosted multiple meets and 
fielded an excellent Unified 
track and field team. This 
year has been no different 
as the program has contin-
ued its success last month. 
Highlights from more action 
will be in next week’s edition.

Turley photos by Jeffrey Haynes

Chris Dallair launches 
himself in the long jump.

Hemily Halaby heaves 
the shot put.

Emma Thompson 
stretches out as she 
hurls the shot put.

Bai ley Burke 
sends the jave-
lin flying.

Arianna Fargnoli takes flight 
in the long jump.

L U D L O W  –  O n 
Friday, May 22, the New 
England Mutiny battled 
the Hartford Athletic to a 
scoreless tie. The Mutiny 
is now 1-1-1 on the sea-
son. They previously 
defeated the Worcester 
Wanderers and had a 
defeat against the Hudson 
Valley Crusaders. More 
on the Mutiny and their 
new challenges in next 
week’s edition.

Unified track program
continues success

From left, Ella Reeves, Honour Michael and Arianna 
Fargnoli take off in the 800-meter race.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Kayleigh Lukasik sends a pass away.

Mutiny battles 
Hartford to
scoreless draw

Kendall Bodak sends a free kick away Se-Hanna Mars fights for 
the ball

See TENNIS, page 10

Kursten Shade looks to shoot in traffic. Sam Breton clears the ball away.
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It was a very successful 
regular season for the Lady 
Panthers (15-2), who cap-
tured the Mid-Wach (C) title 
with a perfect 12-0 record. 
Their only setback during 
the regular season came at 
Groton-Dunstable by the 
final score 3-2 on May 8.

The other four Quabbin 
seniors are Farrah Wojcik 
(first singles), Kalina Dyer 
(second singles), Alyssa 
Ebert, and Addy Harmon.

“I’m very happy for the 
seniors because this is their 
last run in the state tourna-
ment,” said Quabbin head 
coach Garth Widerman. 
“Today’s match was very 
close, and it went right down 
to the wire.”

T h e  L a d y  Pa n t h e r s 
duo of freshman Addison 
Surprenant  and e ighth 
grader Maria Hamm cele-
brated their first state tour-
nament victory by dispatch-
ing eighth grader Hadley 
DeFrancisco and senior 
Hadasyah Mestres, 6-3, 6-2.

“This is my first year 
playing for the tennis team 
and it’s really cool to win 
a state tournament match,” 
Hamm said. “Addison and I 
have built a very good bond 
on the court. We also play 
field hockey together. It has 
been a fun season and every-
one on the tennis team are 
friends.” 

Last fall, Hamm led the 
Lady Panthers varsity field 
hockey team with 22 goals 
and 10 assists.

“The transition from field 
hockey to tennis was pretty 
easy for me,” Hamm added. 
“I wanted to play a spring 
sport, so I decided to play 
tennis this year.”

Surprenant, who was a 

member of the junior varsity 
field hockey team last fall, is 
also a first-year member of 
the tennis team.

“Because Maria and I 
already knew each other, 
it has helped us commu-
nicate on the court bet-
t e r,”  Surprenan t  sa id . 
“Communication is very 
important in double match-
es. We played very well in 
today’s match.”

According to Surprenant, 
winning the first set was 
very important. 

“Winning the first set is 
always very important,” she 
said. “We’ve won all our 
matches this season in two 
sets.”

Wojcik, who also played 
field hockey, lost 6-2,6-3, to 
Whitinsville Christian junior 
Charlotte DeFrancisco at 
first singles, which evened 
the overall match at 1-1.

“We’ve been a very suc-
cessful team during the 
past couple of years,” said 
Wojcik, who has started at 
first singles the past two sea-
sons. “I’ve known the other 
seniors my entire life and we 
really enjoy playing tennis 

together. It has been a lot of 
fun being a member of the 
tennis team.”

Wojcik, who joined the 
Lady Panthers tennis team 
as an eighth grader, will 
be attending Springfield 
College in the fall.

“I’m hoping to play 
tennis in college,” Wojcik 
said. “I’ve spoken with the 
Springfield College tennis 
coach, but nothing is definite 
yet.”

The other two singles 
matches were decided in 
three sets.

In  the  third  s ingles 
match,  Quabbin junior 
Audrey Laursen won the 
first set 6-4, but Whitinsville 
Christian senior Genevieve 
Tatulli managed to win the 
next two sets 6-1, 6-1 giving 
her team a 2-1 advantage.

Dyer lost the opening 
set, 6-4, in the second sin-
gles match before battling 
back to win her match, 6-4, 
6-1, which kept the Lady 
Panthers hopes alive.

“Coach Widerman gave 
me a couple of pointers, 
which helped me win the 
final two sets. I knew that I 
needed to win my match,” 
said Dyer, who like Wojcik 
have been a member of the 
tennis team since the eighth 
grade. “We’ve been a very 
successful team during the 
past couple of years and it’s 
sad to see my high school 
career coming to an end.” 

Then Matheson and 
Stauder won their doubles 
match and Lady Panthers 
players were able to cele-
brate a state tournament vic-
tory for the second time in 
the past three years. 

Addison Surprenant stretches out at the net in 
women’s doubles.

TENNIS from page 9

 WMass Pioneers fall to NEFC
LUDLOW – On a very 

rainy evening, the turf was 
not kind to the Western 
Mass. Pioneers as they fell at 
home against NEFC 4-2. The 
Pioneers, which have a lot 
of new players on the roster 
this season, fell to a disap-
pointing 1-2 on the short reg-
ular season. The Pioneers had 
another home game sched-
uled during the weekend, and 
were in action on the road 
against Black Rock FC. The 
Pioneers are on a lengthy 
road trip and are not playing 
at home until Friday, June 19.

Ben Alexander gets ready to clear the ball.

Dylan Hunston looks to clear the ball.
Jaiden Williams makes 
his way up the field.

Michael Gouvin sends a 
pass away.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Pearse O’Brien seeks to settle the ball.

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Magical runs ends for T-Birds in Wilkes-Barre
W I L K E S - B A R R E , 

PA –  The  Spr ingfi e ld 
Thunderbirds saw their 
remarkable Calder  Cup 
Playoff journey come to a 
bitter ending in an 8-1  loss 
to the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
Penguins on Saturday  night 
inside Mohegan Arena at 
Casey Plaza in a 
deciding Game 5 of 
the best-of-five series.

After getting shut out 
by Georgii Romanov and 
the T-Birds in Game 4 in 
Springfield two nights ear-
lier, the Penguins came out 
with renewed purpose, and 
Tristan Broz’s second goal 
of the series just 3:56 into 
Game 5 put Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton in front, 1-0.

Harrison Brunicke would 
follow with a goal of his own 
on a 2-on-1 at 7:43 to make 
it 2-0. Broz added his third 

point of the period with a 
power play goal at 16:17, and 
Rafael Harvey-Pinard com-
pleted the Penguins’ prolific 
first period with a rebound 
f i n i s h with 
just 2 0 

s e c - o n d s 
left in the f r a m e  t o 
make it 4-0 at intermission. 

The T-Birds swapped 
goalies heading into the 
second as Vadim Zherenko 
took over, but the Penguins 
still managed to find offense 
when Atley Calvert swatted a 

loose puck through Zherenko 
at 17:21.

As the third period began, 
the Penguins power play 
found a second connection 
when Ville Koivunen finished 
off a passing play at 2:52 to 
extend the lead to six.

Aki l  Thomas  f ina l -
ly got  one back 
for Springfield at 

4:30, but it would 
prove to only delay 

the Penguins’ continued 
attack, as Harvey-Pinard 
and Koivunen each would 
add another tally to their 
night’s work to finish off 
the victory and the series.

The T-Birds’ storybook 
season may have come 
to an end, but the excite-
ment is only building as 
Springfield prepares to cel-
ebrate 100 years of hockey 
in the city.

In the Classroom

Julianna Lindsten earns
prestigious Seal of Biliteracy

BARRE – As high school 
seniors across the district 
prepare to don their caps and 
gowns this week, one grad-
uating student has achieved 
an academic milestone that 
will resonate far beyond the 
graduation stage.

Julianna Lindsten, a grad-
uating senior from Quabbin 
Regional High School, has 
officially been awarded the 
prestigious Seal of Biliteracy 
in Spanish. This distinct 
honor recognizes high-lev-
el proficiency in speaking, 
reading, writing and under-
standing two or more lan-
guages by high school grad-
uation.

The Seal of Biliteracy is 
far more than a certificate; 
it is a statement of capa-
bility and global readiness. 
Administered by the state 
and verified through rigorous 
testing, the seal recognizes 
students who have main-
tained academic excellence 
in English while demon-
strating a profound mastery 
of a second language. In an 
increasingly interconnected 
global economy, this accom-
plishment places Julianna at 
the cutting edge of 21st-cen-
tury citizenship.

As the Superintendent of 
Schools, my role allows me 
to view education through 
a wide-angle lens. From 
our youngest learners step-
ping into our preschool 
classrooms to the experi-
enced educators we support 
through our staff mentoring 

p r o g r a m s ,  o u r 
overarching goal 
is to build long-
term pathways to 
excellence. Seeing 
a student reach the 
apex of their high 
school career with 
bilingual creden-
tials is the ulti-
mate realization 
of that educational 
promise.

Earning this distinction 
requires a unique blend of 
discipline, cognitive adapt-
ability and cultural empathy. 
Mastering a language goes 
deeper than memorizing 
grammar and vocabulary 
lists; it demands a willing-
ness to engage with differ-
ent perspectives and step 
comfortably into anoth-
er culture’s worldview. By 
achieving this, Julianna 
Lindsten has amplified her 
voice across two languages, 
giving her the rare power to 
bridge communities and fos-
ter understanding wherever 
her path leads.

This bilingual capability 
serves as an invaluable asset 
as Julianna transitions to her 
post-graduate plans. Whether 
her next steps lead to high-
er education, the fast-paced 
modern workforce, or com-
munity leadership, entering 
the world with documented 
biliteracy provides a pro-
found advantage. 

Furthermore, achieve-
ments like this serve as 
a powerful beacon for our 

entire school dis-
tr ict .  When our 
district applies for 
state and feder-
al grants to fund 
advanced learning 
tools or expands 
ear ly  chi ldhood 
education initia-
tives, we are look-

ing directly at out-
comes like Lindsten’s. 

She models the standard of 
excellence we want our pre-
school students to aspire to 
and her success validates the 
hard work of the peer men-
tors and teachers who guide 
our students every day.

The success of an indi-
vidual student ultimately 
reflects the strength of an 
entire community. It is a tes-
tament to the dedication of 
our language teachers, the 
robust design of our district’s 
curriculum, and the unwav-
ering support of families 
who champion education at 
home.

Our district extends its 
warmest congratulations to 
Julianna Lindsten and the 
entire Class of 2026. We are 
immensely proud of your 
academic triumphs, and we 
look forward to watching 
how your bilingual gifts and 
unique perspectives shape 
a brighter, more connect-
ed world. Your community 
stands behind you, celebrat-
ing your success today and 
wishing you boundless ful-
fillment in all your tomor-
row’s endeavors.

From the desk of Quabbin Regional School District Superintendent Colleen Mucha

Julianna 
Lindsten
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Church News

Local pastor offers sermon
Trinity Sunday 

“Live in Community with 
the Trinity”

Scr ip ture  Readings : 
Matthew 28 v 16 -20 and II 
Corinthians 13 v 11 – 13

I. Introduction
There is a reason why we 

end our services with the 
benediction, which blesses 
us with the grace of God, 
the love of Christ and the 
presence of the Holy Spirit. 

We may also begin our 
services with this same ben-
ediction, asking the Triune 
God to bless us. Therefore, 
it is important to greet one 
another in peace, so that we 
may bless one another and 
go forth with goodwill. In 
our passages, we see how 
important this greeting was 
for Jesus, Paul, the disciples 
and the Early Church.

II. Live in Community 
with the Trinity

In their encounter with 
the Risen Christ, the disci-
ples, along with the church 
in Corinth, received one of 
the most powerful messages 
from Jesus and Paul. 

Jesus in the Matthew pas-
sage is commissioning the 
disciples to carry forth His 
mission while He was on 
earth. They were instructed 
by the women, who returned 
from the empty tomb to go 
back to Galilee where they 
will meet Him after His res-
urrection. 

Their first meeting with 
Jesus took place in Galilee 
where they and He grew 
up in, then after they start-
ed following Him, their 
journey took them down 
to Jerusalem where He 
preached to the crowds, but 
where He also experienced 
the resistance by the author-

ities, was crucified, died and 
rose again. 

Now they are back in 
Galilee where it all started. 
This is where Jesus wanted 
to meet with them and give 
them instructions for their 
ministry to make disciples 
of all the nations, baptize 
them and teach them every-
thing He taught them. 

Jesus has equipped them 
already through His minis-
try and His teachings, the 
miracles He performed and 
the love He showed them. 
Now they must go and make 
disciples of all nations. They 
are now becoming teachers 
and miracle workers and 
will become the core leaders 
of the Early Church which 
was born on the Day of 
Pentecost. 

Jesus is now speaking 
to them with all authority 
in heaven and on earth, He 
said. He then instructs them 
to do all of that in the Name 
of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. By doing 
this, He declares to them 
the unity between Him, God 
and the Holy Spirit. 

There is a whole lot of 
power in that statement, 
which indicates that they 
will not go in their own 
power, but will receive 
the power of the Trinity, 
through the Risen Christ, 
who will be with them 
always until the end of time. 
We then see later how the 
Early Church and the church 
in history, became the Body 
of Christ, with Christ as the 
Head.

When Paul writes to the 
Corinthians, he reminds 
them of their calling as 
Christ’s church and address-
es his concern over reports 
of quarreling, jealousy, gos-

sip, anger, factions, arro-
gance and disorder among 
them (Chapter 12 v 20). He 
reminds them of their call-
ing, to follow Christ and to 
carry forth His ministry. 

And so, in his final greet-
ing he encourages them to 
be of one mind, to live in 
peace and to strive for per-
fection. He wants them to 
be in a peaceful fellowship 
with one another. 

Then he blesses them 
with the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Chris t ,  the love 
of God, and the fellow-
ship of the Holy Spirit. In 
that blessing, they will be 
assured of the presence of 
God, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, who will deepen their 
unity.

III. Conclusion
What we are learning 

from Christ and Paul is to 
live in fellowship with one 
another and in community 
with the Trinity. 

It is a call to do so in a 
way that honors Christ’s 
sacrifice on the Cross and 
celebrates His resurrection, 
as well as the power and 
presence of God with us as 
a church. 

We are blessed to be 
reminded today that God is 
with us through the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, so we need 
not feel alone, for God is 
with us in the fullness of 
the Trinity. May this prom-
ise strengthen us today as 
we go from here, live our 
daily lives, and share God’s 
love with everyone we 
meet. 

Amen
Pastor Margaret Keyser
Barre Congregational 
Church
30 Park St., Barre

Barre Police Log
Sunday, May 3

3:34 a.m. Noise Complaint, 
Ruggles Lane, Officer Spoke to 
Party

5 :30  a .m .  Emergency 
Med ica l  Serv ice  –  S ick /
Unknown, Wheelwright Road, 
Transported to Hospital

8 :32  p .m .  Emergency 
Med ica l  Serv ice  –  S ick /
Unknown, North Brookfield 
Road, Transported to Hospital

5 :52  p .m .  Emergency 
Med ica l  Serv ice  –  S ick /
Unknown,  Aus t in  S t ree t , 
Transported to Hospital

Monday, May 4
7:10 a.m. Animal – ACO 

Call, South Street, Officer/Chief 
Advised

7:47 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  Hubbardston Road, 
Citation Issued

8:30 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  Hubbardston Road, 
Citation Issued

9:36 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  South Barre Road, 
Citation Issued

5:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  Hubbardston Road, 
Citation Issued

7:26  p .m.  Emergency 
Medica l  Serv ice –  S ick /
Unknown,  South  S t ree t , 
Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, May 5
10:03 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, South Street, Vehicle 
Towed

3:52 p.m Tree Incidents (No 
Wires), Nichols Road, Removed 
from Scene

4:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, South Street, Written 
Warning

4:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, South Street, Written 
Warning’

4:36 p.m. Fire – Power 
Lines/Wires, James Street, 
Referred to Other Agency

4:39 p.m. Fire – Brush and 
Wildland Fires, Sunrise Avenue, 
Fire Extinguished

Wednesday, May 6
4:27 a.m. Harassment, 

Sou th  S t ree t ,  No  Ac t ion 
Required

11:10 a.m. Harassment, 
Barre Police Headquarters, 
Officer Spoke to Party

6:40 p.m. Fire – Power 
Lines/Wires, Walnut Hill Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

6:58 p.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, Cutler Road, 
Transported to Hospital

10 :20  p .m Emergency 
Medica l  Serv ice  –  Fa l ls , 
Ruggles Lane, Public Assist

Thursday, May 7
3:21 p.m. Harassment, Barre 

Police Headquarters, Officer 
Spoke to Party

4:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Vernon Avenue, Written 
Warning

Friday, May 8
Landlord Tenant/Neighbor 

Dispute ,  Chapman Road, 
Report Filed

12:23 p.m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Welfare 
Check, Pine Tree Terrace, 
Report Filed

3 :34  p .m .  Emergency 
Med ica l  Serv ice  –  S ick /
Unknown, Wauwinet Road, 
Transported to Hospital

4:28 p.m. Emergency Medial 
Service – Falls, Ruggles Lane, 
Transported to Hospital

5:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Vernon Avenue, Citation 
Issued

6:36 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Barre Police 
Headquarters,  Informat ion 
Given

Saturday, May 9
10:47 a.m. Assist Other 

Agency/Non-Pol ice,  Water 
Department, Report Filed

10:56 a.m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Overdose/
Po i son ing ,  Va l l ey  Road , 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

1:36 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
School North Street, Officer/
Chief Advised

Oakham Police Log
Monday, May 4

3:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, North Brookfield Road, 
Written Warning

4:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Worcester Road, Written 
Warning

4:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Worcester Road, Written 
Warning

5:15 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Old Turnpike Road, Negative 
Contact

5:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Worcester Road, Written 
Warning

6:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Worcester Road, Written 
Warning

7:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Worcester Road, Written 
Warning

7:28 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Worcester Road, Written 

Warning
8:33 p.m. Larceny or Theft, 

Skyline Drive, Report Filed
Tuesday, May 5

3:18 p.m. Fire – Power 
Lines/Wires,  South Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

4:24 p.m. Fire – Power 
Lines/Wires, East Hill Road, 
Unfounded

4:39 p.m. Fire – Brush and 
Wildland Fires, Sunrise Avenue, 
Fire Extinguished

5:41 p.m. Trespasser or 
Prowler, Skyline Drive, Officer 
Spoke to Party

Wednesday, May 6
9:12 a.m. Animal – ACO 

Cal l ,  Old Turnpike Road, 
Officer/Chief Advised

4:35 p.m. Animal – ACO 
Call, New Braintree Road, 
Officer/Chief Advised

5:58 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, North Brookfield Road, 
Written Warning

Thursday, May 7
8:23 a.m. Tree Incidents (No 

Wires), East hIll Road, Referred 
to Other Agency

9 : 2 2  a . m .  S u s p i c i o u s 
Person/Vehicle Activity, Skyline 
Drive, Officer Spoke to Party

Friday, May 8
7 : 3 2  p . m .  S u s p i c i o u s 

Person/Vehicle Activity, Old 
Turnpike Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

Saturday, May 9
8:43 p.m. Noise Complaint, 

Ware Corner Road, Negative 
Contact

Public Safety

More police logs on page 12

Obituaries
Gloria A. Castriotta, 93

BARRE- Gloria 
A .  C a s t r i o t t a , 
9 3 ,  o f  B a r r e , 
passed away on 
May 25, 2026, at 
Cedarbrook Village 
in Ware.

G l o r i a  A n n 
Bouley was born in 
Worcester, on April 
3, 1933, the only 
child of Clarence and Cora 
(Porter) Bouley of Oxford. 
She spent her childhood in 
a quiet section of the town 
called North Oxford. 

Here she attended the 
local elementary school 
down the street, played out-
doors and rode her bike on 
the back roads up to the old 
Clara Barton Homestead. 

Young Gloria enjoyed vis-
iting and spending time with 
her grandparents, many aunts 
and uncles, and her cousins, 
Richard and Bruce. 

After graduating Oxford 
High School in 1951, Gloria 
attended Clark University 
in Worcester where she 
majored in history. As fate 
would have it, on a St. 
Patrick’s Day blind-date 
during her senior year, 
Gloria met Ray, the love of 
her life and her future hus-
band of sixty-five years.

Upon graduating Clark 
in 1955, Gloria,  and a 
friend from Oxford, moved 
to New York City. She 
was employed by White & 
Company, a textile compa-
ny in the city’s bustling gar-
ment district, and worked as 
a buyer of clothing fabric. 

While living in the “Big 
Apple,” a far cry from her 
sleepy home town, Gloria 
enjoyed getting last min-
ute “cheap tickets” for 
Broadway shows, sitting at 
busy street corner restau-
rants, or just wandering 
through Central Park.

After a year of city life, 
and upon her engagement 
with Ray, Gloria returned to 
North Oxford and took up 
employment for Catholic 
Charities. Here, as a case-
worker, she would pay vis-
its to local families in need. 
Gloria would then help 
determine what course of 
action was needed to help 
these struggling families.

O n  J u n e  3 0 ,  1 9 5 7 , 
Gloria married Raymond 
J. Castriotta at St. Anne’s 
Catholic Church in North 
Oxford. In 1962, Gloria and 
her husband decided to make 
the wonderful town of Barre 
their home. 

In her sixty plus years as 
a resident of Barre, Gloria’s 
contributions and activism in 
the community were numer-
ous. 

During the 1960s and 
1970s, while her children 
were still young, she was 
a leader in both the Girl 
Scouts and the Boy Scouts. 
Gloria served as president 
of the Quabbin Pro Musica. 
In recent years, an award in 
her name was created and is 
given to a dedicated volun-
teer whose service has sup-
ported Quabbin’s music pro-
gram. 

For most of Gloria’s years 
in Barre, she belonged to 
St. Joseph’s parish, serving 
as a lector for twenty years 
and working alongside the 
kind and genuine late Rev. 
Thomas Hultquist (Fr. Tom). 

Gloria was also a for-
mer president of the Barre 
Friday Club as well as a 
former secretary for the 
Barre Historical Society. 
After most of Gloria’s chil-
dren grew up and left home, 
she became a social work-
er and director of the Senior 
Nutrition Center in Barre. 

In 1985 she began work-
ing full-time at the Age 
Center of Worcester where 
she created and became 
Director of Senior Social 
Day Care (a daycare for 
seniors with dementia). 
After her retirement in 1996, 
she served on the Board of 
Directors at Elder Services 
in Worcester and the Central 
Mass Agency on Aging.

For  decades , 
and up until recent 
years, Gloria was 
an active mem-
ber of the Barre 
Wo m a n ’s  C l u b 
where she served 
several terms as 
p r e s i d e n t .  T h e 
Woods Memorial 
Library in Barre 

was also very important to 
Gloria. Here, she became a 
Barre Library Trustee as well 
as a member of the Barre 
Library Association. Gloria 
was a chairperson for the 
building committee and was 
actively involved with the 
planning, design and fund-
raising for the large addi-
tion to the Woods Memorial 
Library.

Gloria served on the Barre 
Council of Aging for thir-
ty-seven years, chairing it for 
three terms. She created the 
Silver Spirit, a senior news-
letter, and edited it for more 
than ten years. 

She was also instrumental 
in getting the town of Barre 
a much-needed Barre Senior 
Center. Her determination 
and countless hours of ded-
ication brought the dream 
to fruition. She continued 
to help the senior members 
of our community as vice 
president of the Council 
of Directors of Volunteer 
Services.

Due to her commitment 
to the town of Barre and her 
belief in community ser-
vice, in 2007, she was nom-
inated for and received the 
“Unsung Heroine” award 
from the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts. Gloria 
continued her volunteerism 
spirit well into her eighties, 
where she could still be seen 
working at the Barre polls 
as an election helper, often 
times serving as the warden 
(presiding officer). 

As a kind person with a 
deep knowledge of history 
and government, her beliefs 
about the “true” meaning of 
democracy permeated to her 
inner core.

Outside of work and vol-
unteerism, Gloria had many 
interests. She was very artis-
tic and often traveled with a 
sketch book in her pocket-
book. She enjoyed furniture 
refinishing, reading, history, 
nature, sewing, knitting and 
making comfort dolls for 
children in need. 

Gloria had a deep affec-
tion for animals, often tak-
ing in stray animals. During 
her last few years, she dear-
ly loved the company of 
her cat, Ellie. Gloria always 
had a desire for travel and 
adventure, enjoying trips to 
Quebec, Ireland, France and 
Italy. She loved spending 
time with her family on trips 
to Cape Cod and to the coast 
of Maine.

There was nothing in this 
world that meant more to 
Gloria than her family. She 
had had an emptiness in her 
heart since her husband’s 
passing three years ago. 

Married a month shy of 
sixty-six years, the loving 
couple could often be seen 
walking hand in hand. Her 
husband, Ray, often intro-
duced her as, “My girlfriend, 
Gloria.” A friend of the fam-
ily affectionately referred to 

the inseparable couple as, 
“Ray-Glo.” 

Gloria’s love and unself-
ishness for her children 
knew no boundaries. Herself 
an only child, she always 
dreamed of having a large 
family, and she delivered. 

Gloria had seven chil-
dren: Marianne, Michael, 
Maureen, Marilyn, Matthew, 
Mark  and  Mar ty  ( t he 
“7M’s”); all of whom she 
had unconditional love. And 
as if seven wasn’t enough, 
many friends of Gloria’s 
children often referred to 
Mrs. Castriotta as their sec-
ond mom.

Gloria was beloved by her 
large family. She is survived 
by her daughter, Marianne 
Sinopoli and her husband 
John; her son, Michael; her 
daughter Maureen Buonpane 
and her husband Paul; her 
daughter,  Mari lyn;  her 
son, Matthew and his wife 
Wendy; her son, Mark and 
his wife Janet and her son, 
Marty, and his wife Ellen, 

She was a beloved grand-
mother, “Grams,” to Niki 
(and her husband Corey), 
Gianna, Maegan (and her 
fiancé Ryan), Kaitlyn, Paul 
(and his wife Cyndi), Josh 
(and his fiancée Erica), 
Amy (and her husband 
Jamie), Caroline (and her 
fiancé Jake), Ryan, Shea, 
Abbie (and her fiancé Ben), 
Kourtney, Danny, and Joules. 
She is also survived by two 
sweetheart  great-grand-
daughters, Nora and Violet, 
as well as her dear cousin, 
Richard Hedin of Auburn.

Family and friends are 
invited to attend calling 
hours on Thursday, June 
11, 2026 from 5-7 p.m. in 
Pillsbury Funeral Home, 
96 South Barre Road, in 
Barre. A funeral Mass will 
be held on Friday, June 12, 
2026 at 11 a.m. in St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church, 59 South 
Street, in Ware.

The Castriotta family 
would like to thank the entire 
staff of Cedarbrook Village 
for the wonderful care they 
gave our mother during the 
last two years of her life. 
We would also like to thank 
Beacon Hospice Care for 
their love and support during 
the past eighteen months 
Gloria was in Hospice care. 

In lieu of flowers, please 
consider a donation in 
Gloria’s name to one of the 
following organizations that 
were close to her heart: The 
Barre Library Association, 
P.O. Box 731, Barre, MA 
01005; The Barre Senior 
Center, 40 West St., Suite 
433, Barre, MA 01005; 
Quabbin Pro Musica, c/o 
Maria Tucker, P.O. Box 
103, North Brookfield, MA 
01535.

For  an  on l ine  t r ib -
ute please visit: WWW.
Pillsburyfuneralhome.com.

DEATH NOTICE

Castriotta, Gloria A. 
(Bouley)

Died May 25, 2026
Calling hours

 June 11 from 5-7 p.m.
in Pillsbury Funeral 

Home, 96 South Barre 
Road, Barre

Funeral Mass June 12 
at 11 a.m. St. Mary’s 

Catholic Church,
 59 South St., Ware

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name 

of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 

which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a 
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Barre Gazette
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Rutland Police Log

Hubbardston Police Log
Sunday, May 3

6 : 5 7  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, Madison 
Way, Transported to Hospital

2:25 p.m. Larceny or Theft, 
Pond View Way, Officer Spoke 
to Party

2:59 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Old Boston Turnpike, Report 
Filed

Monday, May 4
12 :50  p .m.  Emergency 

Medical Service – Breathing 
Difficulty, Williamsville Road, 
Transported to Hospital

5:32 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Main Street, Verbal Warning

9:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, Gardner Road, Officer/
Chief Advised

Tuesday, May 5
12 :28  a .m .  Susp i c ious 

Person/Vehicle Activity, Gardner 
Road, Officer Spoke to Party

7:57 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Brigham Street, Written Warning

8:54 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Gardner Road, Written Warning

9:35 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Gardner Road, Written Warning

10:02 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Gardner Road, Written 
Warning

1:42 p.m. Fire – Power 
Lines/Wires, Twin Hill Road, 
Investigated

3:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Gardner Road, Written Warning

3:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Williamsville Road, Written 
Warning

3:51 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Worcester Road, Written Warning

4:28 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Gardner Road, Written Warning

4:39 p.m. Fire – Brush and 
Wildland Fires, Sunrise Avenue, 
Fire Extinguished

6:30 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Ragged Hi l l  Road,  Animal 
Relocated

Wednesday, May 6
9:09 a.m. Fire – Water/Ice 

Rescues, Old Boston Turnpike, 
Investigated

1:56 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Williamsville 
Road, Unfounded

10 :20  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Falls, Ruggles 
Lane, Public Assist

Thursday, May 7
2:42 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Falls, Williamsville 
Road, Transported to Hospital

6 :36 p .m.  Ass is t  Other 
Agency/Non-Police, Hale Road, 
Mutual Aid Assist

Friday, May 8
7:43 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Old Princeton Cutoff Road, 
Transported to Hospital

6:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Pursuit, Gardner Road, Criminal 
Complaint

Summons Morel Perez, Luis 
A., 26, Gardner

Charges Speeding Rate 
of Speed Greater Than Was 
Reasonable and Proper c90 
§17, Passing Violation, Negligent 
Operation of Motor Vehicle, 
Marked Lanes Violation, Stop for 
Police, Fail

7:13 p.m. Harassment, Barre 
Road, Information Given

Saturday, May 9
8:55 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Seizures, Williamsville 
Road, Transported to Hospital

Sunday, May 3
2 a.m. 	 M o t o r 

Vehicle Stop, East County Road, 
Citation Issued

7:32 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Wildbrook Drive, Officer/Chief 
Advised

10:41 a.m. Erratic Operator, 
Maple Avenue, Citation Issued

12:49 p.m. Animal – ACO 
Call, Ridge Road, Officer//Chief 
Advised

1:05 p.m. Fire – Propane 
Incident,  Fairv iew Avenue, 
Investigated

3:32 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Main Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

4:54 p.m. Complaint, Prescott 
Street, Gone on Arrival

5:26 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
East County Road, Prisoner 
Bailed

Arrest Peck, Jerry D., 69, 
Rutland

Charges Operating Under 
Influence – Liquor OR .08%, 
Second Offense

Negligent Operation of Motor 
Vehicle, Marked Lanes Violation

6:17 p.m. Harassment, Main 
Street, Report Filed

10 :38  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Breathing 
D i f f i c u l t y,  L o c k e  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

Monday, May 4
8:13 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

8:25 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Animal Bites, Cameron 
Drive, Information Given

10:25 a.m. Animal – ACO 
Call, Main Street, Officer Spoke 
to Party

12 :30  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Abdominal/
Back Pain, Crestview Drive, 
Transported to Hospital

3:34 p.m. Property Damage, 
Prospect Street, Report Filed

3:52 p.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, Brintnal Drive, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

4:12 p.m. Animal – ACO 
Call, Lowry Lane, Officer/Chief 
Advised

4 : 2 0  p . m .  C o m p l a i n t , 

Paddock Road, Officer Spoke to 
Party

4:46 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Central Tree Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

6:24 p.m. Identity Theft, River 
Road, Report Filed

11:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East County Road, Written 
Warning

Tuesday, May 5
12 :15  a .m.  Abandoned 

Ve h i c l e / P a r k i n g  I s s u e s , 
Pommogussett Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

12:25 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East County Road, Citation 
Issued

12:26 p.m. Property Damage, 
Barre Paxton Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

12:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

12:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street,  Wri t ten 
Warning

12:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

1:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

1:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

1:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

2:04 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

2:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

2:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

3 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

3 :38  p .m.  Road /Tra f f i c 
Hazard, Main Street, Officer 
Spoke to Party

3:46 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Breezy Lane, 
Gone on Arrival

3:50 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Maple Avenue, Officer/Chief 
Advised

4:10 p.m. Tree Incidents 
(No Wires), Campbell Court, 
Removed From Scene

4:39 p.m. Fire – Brush and 
Wildland Fires, Sunrise Avenue, 
Fire Extinguished

5:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

5:57 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Wachusett Street, Written 
Warning

9:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Paxton Road, Written 
Warning

10 :06  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Breathing 
Difficulty, Edith Lane, Mutual Aid 
Transport

10 :07  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Sick/Unknown, 
Main Street, Transported to 
Hospital

Wednesday, May 6
2:32 a .m.  Ass is t  Other 

Police Department, Worcester, 
Information Given

9:46 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Welfare Check, Mark 
Ci rc le ,  Ambulance S igned 
Refusal

10:02 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Fairview Avenue, Criminal 
Complaint

S u m m o n s  B o y l e ,  J o n 
Christopher, 60, Holden

C h a r g e s  L i c e n s e s 
Suspended, Operating Motor 
Vehic le  Wi th,  Regis t ra t ion 
Suspended, Operating Motor 
Vehicle With

10:30 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Criminal 
Complaint

Summons Delva, Kendy, 41,
Charges License Suspended, 

Operating Motor Vehicle with, 
10:51 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Criminal 
Complaint

Summons Araujo Dos Santos, 
Adnaldo, 45, Framingham

C h a r g e s  U n r e g i s t e r e d 
Motor Vehicle, Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle, Registration Suspended, 
Operating Motor Vehicle with

11:43 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

11:54 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street,  Wri t ten 
Warning

12:01 p.m Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street,  Wri t ten 
Warning

12:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street,  Wri t ten 
Warning

12:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

12:41 p.m. Fire – Power 
Lines/Wires, Pommogussett 
Road, Information Given

1:04 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

1:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

1:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

1:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pommogussett Road, Written 
Warning

3:12 p.m. Property Dispute 
or Exchange, Rutland Police 
Department, Returned

3:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

3:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
East County Road, Citation 
Issued

3:41 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Animal Bites, Bigelow 
Road, Report Field

8:11 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Act iv i ty,  Wachusett 
Street, Officer Spoke to Party

Thursday, May 7
8:09 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Written Warning
8:17 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Pleasantdale Road, Citation 
Issued

9:22 a.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, Main Street, Public 
Assist

11:19 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street,  Wri t ten 
Warning

12:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street,  Wri t ten 
Warning

12:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

1:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

1:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pleasantdale Road, Written 

Warning
1:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

1:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pleasantdale Road, Criminal 
Complaint

Summons Hanson, Paul 
Mark, 68, Holden

Charges  Number  P la te 
V io l a t i on  t o  Concea l  ID , 
Un insured  Moto r  Veh ic le , 
Unregistered Motor Vehicle

1:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

1:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

2:19 p.m. Fire – Power Lines/
Wires, Lewis Street, Referred to 
Other Agency

2:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

4:09 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Main 
St reet ,  Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

6:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident – No Fire Department/
EMS Response, Barre Paxton 
Road, Report Filed

6:06 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pommogussett Road, Written 
Warning

6:21 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Welch Avenue, Officer Spoke to 
Party

6:24 p.m. Larceny or Theft, 
H igh land Park Road,  Cal l 
Transferred

10:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Disabled, Main Street, Vehicle 
Towed

Friday, May 8
7:43 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Old Princeton Cutoff Road, 
Transported to Hospital

8:46 a.m. Lockout (Home 
or Vehicle), Miles Road, Entry 
Gained

10:58 a.m. Assaul t  and 
Battery, Maple Avenue, Criminal 
Complaint

Summons Boutiette, Monisa, 
52, Rutland

Charges Assault and Battery 
on +60/Disabled

11 :20  a .m .  Susp i c i ous 

Person/Vehicle Activity, Brooke 
Haven Drive, Officer Spoke to 
Party

11 :57  a .m .  Susp i c i ous 
P e r s o n / Ve h i c l e  A c t i v i t y, 
Glenwood Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

12 :48  p .m.  Emergency 
Med ica l  Se rv i ce  –  Fa l l s , 
Birchwood Road, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

4:13 p.m. Complaint, East 
County Road, Off icer/Chief 
Advised

6:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Pursuit, Gardner Road, Criminal 
Complaint

Summons Morel Perez, Luis 
A., 26, Gardner

Charges
Speeding Rate of Speed 

Greater Than Was Reasonable 
and Proper c90 §17, Passing 
Violation, Negligent Operation 
of Motor Vehicle, Marked Lanes 
Violation, Stop for Police, Fail

11:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Maple Avenue, Prisoner 
Bailed

A r r e s t  B e n n e t t ,  K a y l a 
Morgan, 26, Winchendon

Charges Operating Under 
Influence – Liquor OR .08%, 
Second Offense, Negl igent 
Operation of Motor Vehicle, 
Marked Lanes Violation

Saturday, May 9
1 2 : 5 7  a . m .  P r i s o n e r 

Watch or Meal, Rutland Police 
Department, Prisoner Bailed

A r r e s t  B e n n e t t ,  K a y l a 
Morgan, 26, Winchendon

Charges Operating Under 
Influence – Liquor OR .08%, 
Second Offense, Negl igent 
Operation of Motor Vehicle, 
Marked Lanes Violation

3:13 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Juniper Lane, 
Officer Spoke to Party

8:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, Maple Avenue, Officer/
Chief Advised

10 :41  p .m.  Abandoned 
Vehicle/Parking Issues, Barre 
Paxton Road, Negative Contact

Hardwick Police Log
During the week of April 

27-May 4, the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 61 building/prop-
erty checks, 37 directed/area 
patrols, 15 radar assignments, 
five traffic controls, seven emer-
gency 911 calls, seven citizen 
assists, five assist other agen-
cies, one brush fire, one fire/
illegal burn, three investigations, 
two scams, one threat and eight 
motor vehicle stops in the town 
of Hardwick.

Monday, April 27
8:50 a.m. Investigation, 

Hardwick Road, Officer Handled
9:08 a.m. Investigation, 

Hardwick Road, Officer Handled
11:06 a.m. Investigation, 

Hardwick Road, Officer Handled
11:25 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Petersham Road,  Off i cer 
Handled

11:57 a.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Main Street, Officer 
Handled

8:42 p.m. 911 Neighbor 
Dispute, Main Street, Negative 
Contact

Tuesday, April 28
11:16 a.m. Threat, Prospect 

Street, Report Taken
12:56 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Main Street, Officer Handled
1:38 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Broad Street, Officer Handled
1:45 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

High Street, Officer Handled
2 p.m. Assist Citizen, Main 

Street, Report Taken
6  p . m .  9 11  M e d i c a l 

Emergency, School Street, 
Patient Refusal

Wednesday, April 29
12:59 p.m. Assist Other 

Agency, Main Street, Officer 
Handled

9:17 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, School Street, 
Death/Unattended

9:29 p.m.  Scam, Main 
Street, Officer Handled

Thursday, April 30
5:23 a.m. 911 Hang-up/

Abandoned, Old Petersham 
Road, Officer Handled

7:34 a.m. Scam, Broad 
Street, Services Rendered

3:45 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Main Street, Officer Handled

Friday, May 1
1 2 : 0 6  a . m .  M e d i c a l 

Emergency, Old Petersham 
Road, Report Taken

2:36 p.m. Assist  Other 
Agency, Upper Church Street, 
Officer Handled

2:48 p.m. Assist  Other 

Agency, Main Street, Services 
Rendered

3:47 p.m. Alarm, Church 
Street, Merge

6:09 p.m. Fire/Brush, Barre 
Road, Extinguished

7:55 p.m. Assist  Other 
Agency, Out of Town, No Action 
Required

Saturday, May 2
2:37 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Main Street, Officer Handled
11:07 p.m. 911 Gunshots, 

Barre Road, Negative Contact
11:52 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

Sunday, May 3
4:29 p.m. 911 Fire/Illegal 

Burn, Barre Road, Services 
Rendered

During the week of May 
4 -11 ,  t he  Ha rdw i ck /New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 60 building/prop-
erty checks, 32 directed/area 
patrols, 14 radar assignments, 
four traffic controls, 11 emergen-
cy 911 calls, five citizen assists, 
three assist other agencies, one 
brush fire, one structure fire, 
one investigation, two vandal-
isms, three missing persons, 
two safety hazards, one threat, 
one larceny/theft/shoplifting, 
two threats, three motor vehicle 
accidents, one animal call and 
eight motor vehicle stops in the 
town of Hardwick.

Monday, May 4
10:58 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Main Street, Spoken To
1:04 p.m. Vandalism, School 

House Drive, Report Taken
2:29 p.m. Fire/Brush, Lower 

Road, Extinguished
5:14 p.m. Investigation, Main 

Street, Officer Handled
6:27 p.m. Missing Person, 

Main Street, No Action Required
7:38 p.m. Medical Alarm, 

Delargy Road, Spoken To

Tuesday, May 5
12:45 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Old Petersham 
Road, Transported to Hospital

3 : 2 9  a . m .  M e d i c a l 
Emergency, Col l ins Road, 
Patient Refusal

4:40 a.m. 911 Motor Vehicle 
Crash ,  Pe te rsham Road, 
Transported to Hospital

10:47 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
C h u r c h  L a n e ,  S e r v i c e s 
Rendered

11:52 a.m. 911 Elevator 
Call, Common Street, Services 
Rendered

12:09 p .m.  Susp ic ious 
A c t i v i t y ,  M a i n  S t r e e t , 

Investigated
12:46 p.m. Missing Person, 

Main Street, Officer Handled
1:17 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Clapp Road, Officer Handled
3  p . m .  F i r e / A l a r m , 

Greenwich Road, Services 
Rendered

3:32 p.m. Suspicious Activity, 
Lower Road, Spoken To

Wednesday, May 6
5:09 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Lower Road, Citation 
Issued

1:37 p.m. 911 Fire/Structure, 
Hardwick Road,  Serv ices 
Rendered

9:41 p.m. Assist Citizen, Mill 
Street, Officer Handled

Thursday, May 7
5:42 p.m. Safety Hazard, 

Thresher Road, Officer handled
7:29 p.m. 911 Miss ing 

P e r s o n ,  M a i n  S t r e e t , 
Transported to Hospital

8:48 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Crash, Lower Road, No Action 
Required

Friday, May 8
10:46 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Crash, Lower Road, Officer 
handled

11:44 a.m. 911 Elevator Call, 
Old Petersham Road, No Action 
Requied

1:37 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
North Road, Dispatch Handled

3:50 p.m. Assist  Other 
Agency, Main Street, Officer 
Handled

6:28 p.m. Assist  Other 
Agency, Main Street, Officer 
Handled

7:09 p.m. Vandalism, Barre 
Road, Officer Handled

Saturday, May 9
3:54 p.m. Threat, Barre 

Road, Officer Handled
11:06 p.m. Complaint, Barre 

Road, Spoken To

Sunday, May 10
12:32 a.m. Assist Other 

Agency, Main Street, Services 
Rendered

1:20 a.m. Complaint, Lower 
Road, Negative Contact

3:52 p.m. Larceny/Theft/
Shopl i f t ing,  Grove Street , 
Report Taken

Monday, May 11
5 : 11  a . m .  T r e s p a s s , 

Hardwick Road, Spoken To
6 : 2 8  a . m .  M e d i c a l 

Emergency,  Ma in  St ree t , 
Transported to Hospital

7:14 a.m. Threat, Hardwick 
Road, Report Taken

New Braintree Police Log
During the week of May 

18 -25 ,  the  Hardw ick /New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 15 building/prop-
erty checks, 38 directed/area 
patrols, six radar assignments, 
five emergency 911 calls, two 
citizen assists, one assist other 
agency, one investigation, one 
safety hazard, one trespass, one 
property damage, one motor 
vehicle accident, four animal 
calls and one motor vehicle stop 
in the town of New Braintree.

Monday, May 18
1:20 p .m.  Ass is t  Other 

Agency, Ravine Road, Services 
Rendered

9:41  p .m.  911 Med ica l 
Emergency, West Brookfield 
Road, Patient Refusal

Tuesday, May 19
7:23 a.m. Invest igat ion, 

Memorial Drive, Officer Handled
1:03 p.m. 911 Trespass, 

McEvoy Road, Officer Handled
6:11 p.m. Safety Hazard, 

Gilbertville road, Referred to 
Other Agency

6:27 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Memor ia l  Dr i ve ,  Serv i ces 
Rendered

Wednesday, May 20
5:32  a .m.  911 Med ica l 

E m e r g e n c y,  B a r r e  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

9:40 a.m. Property Damage, 
Memorial Drive, Officer Handled

11:20 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Memorial Drive, Officer Handled

Thursday, May 21
7:31  a .m.  911 Med ica l 

Emergency, West Brookfield 
Road, Patient Refsual

Sunday, May 24
11 :30  a .m .  911  Mo to r 

Vehicle Crash, Gilbertville Road, 
Services Rendered

During the week of May 
25-June 1, the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 23 building/prop-
erty checks, 34 directed/area 
patrols, 12 radar assignments, 
two emergency 911 calls, five cit-
izen assists, three assist other 
agencies, two investigations, 
three safety hazards, one com-
plaint, one motor vehicle acci-
dent, five animal calls and seven 
motor vehicle stops in the town of 
New Braintree.

Tuesday, May 26
3:22 a.m. Suspicious Activity, 

West Brookfield Road, Officer 
Handled

9:53 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Hardwick Road, Written Warning

10:18 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Memorial Drive, Voice Message 
Left

10:20 a.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Memorial Drive, Officer 
Handled

3:05 p.m. Neighbor Dispute, 
Memorial Drive, Report Taken

Wednesday, May 27
1:22 p.m. Investigation, Old 

Wine Road, Officer Handled
2:48 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Memorial Drive, Officer Handled
6:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Hardwick Road, Citation issued
6:02 p.m. Lost/Stolen Plate, 

Memor ia l  Dr i ve ,  Serv i ces 
Rendered

Friday, May 29
7:51 a .m.  Ass is t  Other 

Agency, Memorial Drive, Officer 
Handled

10 a.m.  Ass is t  Ci t izen, 
Memorial Drive, Officer Handled

5:18 p.m. Invest igat ion, 
Gilbertville Road, Officer Handled

Saturday, May 30
8:46 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Memorial  Dr ive, No Act ion 
Required

9:17 a.m. 911 Safety Hazard, 
Prouty Road, Services Rendered

9:27 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Rutherford Road, Referred to 
Other Agency

3 p.m. Complaint, Prouty 
Road, Services Rendered

9:11 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
Worcester Road, Officer Handled

Sunday, May 31
5:04  p .m.  911 Med ica l 

Emergency,  S ib ley  Road , 
Transported to Hospital

5:42 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Barre Road, Voice Message Left

9 :13 p .m.  Ass is t  Other 
Agency, Memorial Drive, Officer 
Handled

BARRE GAZETTE - SERVING THE TOWNS OF BARRE, HARDWICK, 
HUBBARDSTON, NEW BRAINTREE, NORTH BROOKFIELD, 

OAKHAM, PETERSHAM & RUTLAND SINCE 1834
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for
 outdoor boilers (Cheap).

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  

Call (508) 882-0178

MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

HOHNER VERDI III. Red 120 Bass Pia-
no Accordian. 3/5 reeds, full size keyboard. 
5/3 switches. New condition. Bargain! 
$1475. 413-583-3740.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches, 
Musical instruments, typewriters, 
sewing machines, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military, 
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs, 
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

 Call John at (413)206-6509

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC

 formerly (Luis Arroyo licensed electrician)
I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Service upgrades, pools, 
budget friendly, committed to satisfaction, 
dependable & insured. Master Lic. #20773-
A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text or call Dan-
iel at 413-218-3301 or visit my website 
at dannyselectricllc.com to fill an on-
line work request.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Yes time to till 
gardens and flower beds too. Be safe grow 
your own. Call for appointment, fair and 
reasonable rates. Suburban residential 
only.   413-626-1927.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice. Serving Palmer, Barre and surround-
ing area. Call (508)867-2550

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE – Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

MOTORCYCLES
1992 HARLEY SPORTSTER, new 
brakes, chain, sprockets, clutch, battery, 
tires, starter. 27K miles. Ready to go. $2900 
or best offer. 508-867-2647/774-757-
8400

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

HEALTH CARE
Holyoke Health Center, Inc. has a 
position available in Holyoke, MA for a 

BE/BC (Board Eligible or 
Board Certified) Pediatrician

to provide medical care and treatment to in-
fants, children, and adolescents. Diagnose 
and treat various medical conditions, con-
duct examinations, prescribe medications, 
administer vaccinations, and offer guidance 
on child health and development. Salary 
range is $208,000 to $250,000 per year.
Minimum Requirements: M.D. or D.O. or 
foreign equivalent + BE/BC (Board Eligible 
or Board Certified) in Pediatrics. 

Apply to: resumes@hhcinc.org 
using ID: PD25DD.

FOR RENT
APT. FOR RENT: 826 EAST STREET, 
LUDLOW. 2 BR., 1-1/2 bath, kitchen, di-
nette, LR. Applications required. For more 
information, please call 413-583-3097.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

(413) 687-5552

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Buying? 
Selling?

Our Classifieds
Get Results!
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

1,000’S OF ACs ON SALE!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!
BIKES, E-BIKES!!!
WE REPAIR BIKES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

BEAT THE PRICE INCREASES!

SEE AD INSIDE!

W.R. ROBINSON LUMBER CO., INC.
www.wrrobinsonlumber.com

OUR PRODUCTS 
INCLUDE:

The Largest Selection of 
Eastern White Pine in the Area

Wide Pine Flooring, 
Paneling, Siding

Beams & Timbers

Natural or Dyed Bark Mulch 
at Mill Direct Pricing

413-477-6050
Cleveland Road (off Route 32) • Hardwick/Barre Line
Open Monday-Friday 7am-4pm; Saturday 7am-Noon

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

www.PostRoadRealty.comwww.PostRoadRealty.com
OPEN HOUSEOPEN HOUSE

Sat., June 6   
11:00 to 12:30

OPEN HOUSEOPEN HOUSE
Sat., June 6 
12:00 to 1:30 

OPEN HOUSEOPEN HOUSE
Sun., June 7Sun., June 7

11:00 to 12:3011:00 to 12:30

10 Foster Rd.
W. Brookfield, MA            

$559,900    

95 Town Farm Rd.
Warren, MA
$529,900                   

71 Pine St.
Warren, MA

 $369,900

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Lisa Caron Realtor®

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

Call today to get started!
508.341.8299

131 Pine Ave., Sturbridge - $160,000
Welcome to Sturbridge Retirement Cooperative 
55+ community. 2 bedroom 1 bath home 
built in 1985. Brand new propane furnace. 
Central Air, storage shed. Open floor plan, 
bright and sunny kitchen. Easy 1 level living 
centrally located only minutes to area markets, 
restaurants, shops and easy access to 
I-90, 84, 20. Monthly HOA includes water, 
sewer,  trash, recycling, basic cable,
land lease, taxes, road maintenance. 
Park share of $25,000 NOT included in list price.

1 First St., Sturbridge - $150,000
Welcome to Sturbridge Retirement Cooperative 
55+ community.  2 bedroom 1 bath home built in 
1980. Spacious 3 season enclosed porch, oversized 
living area w/vaulted ceiling & wood burning 
fireplace. Newer windows throughout , mini splits 
for air conditioning. Open floor plan, kitchen with 
center island. Easy 1 level living centrally located 
only minutes to area markets, restaurants, shops 
and easy access to I-90, 84, 20. Monthly HOA 
includes water, sewer, trash, recycling, basic cable, 
land lease, taxes, road maintenance. Park share of 
$25,000 NOT included in list priceLisa Caron Realtor®

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

Call today to get started!

508.341.8299

Are you ready to buy or sell?

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Provincetown by 
Fast Ferry $220

June 27 ....Lake George Cruise & Lunch  ......................$185
July 11  ....Provincetown by Fast Ferry ........................  $220
Sept. 26  ..Pickity Place Lunch .......................................$130
Nov. 7 ......Great Gatsby at PPAC ..................................$165
Aug. 30 ....7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise ..............from $1699

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

SUMMERSUMMER
at TIMMY’S

EVERY SATURDAY 
7AM-2PM

JUNE THRU OCTOBER
20’X30’ AREA ON GRASS

Most have shades & tables
$30.00 Cash To Set Up

1042 West St. 1042 West St. 
(Rt. 122) Barre MA(Rt. 122) Barre MA
2 mi. north of Barre center2 mi. north of Barre center

CONTACT:
Text: 978-257-9461

Facebook: @timmy.s.996763

A decade of faith, learning and community
Catholic school 
celebrates 10 
year anniversary

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

HARDWICK – It’s been 
10 years since St. Aloysius 
Catholic School opened its 
doors, and the “little school 
that could,” continues to grow 
and offer a learning experi-
ence that is enhanced with 
community activism and 
faith.

Back in the spring of 
2016, parents from St. Mary’s 
School in Ware searched for a 
space to start a new Catholic 
s c h o o l ,  f o l l ow i n g  t h e 
announcement that St. Mary’s 
School will be closing. 

They soon settled on the 
vacant St. Aloysius School at 
52 Church St. in Gilbertville.

St. Aloysius School pro-
vided an education to area 
children from around 1900 
to 1970, before closing. Since 
that time, it sat mostly unused 
in the shadow of St. Aloysius 
Catholic Church, just over-
looking the Ware River.

St.  Aloysius Catholic 
School Finance Manager/
Enrol lment  Coordinator 
Roberta McQuaid and other 
parents visited the school and 
knew it would be the right fit 
for their vision. Being vacant 
for so long, there was plenty 
of work to be done in order 
to open in time for the start 
of school at then end of that 

summer. 
W h e n  S t .  A l o y s i u s 

Catholic School first opened, 
there were only three class-
rooms and 38 students. 
There was a preschool class, 
and combined kindergar-
ten through third grade and 
fourth through sixth classes. 

Today, the school serves 
students in preschool through 
eighth grade.

“Now every inch of the 
building is full,” McQuaid 
said. “We’re projected at 90 
[students] for next year…this 
will probably be our biggest 
kindergarten class so far.”

During the COVID-19 
pandemic, Catholic schools 
were able to fully reopen, 
instead of having remote and 
hybrid learning. This was a 
big draw for families in the 
area, McQuaid said. 

“Since the COVID years 
we’ve been hovering around 
82-85 students,” she said. 
“This year we’ve seen an 
uptick…people are just look-
ing for something different.”

Not only has the school 
grown in numbers, but it has 
also grown in its Catholic 
faith.

“We have a motto: stop, 
drop and pray,” McQuaid 
said. 

McQuaid said there is a 
whole-school assembly each 
morning to pray. As well, 
students say the Pledge of 
Allegiance and sing a patri-
otic song. They also use this 
time to celebrate birthdays. 

Students of all  faiths 
attend the school.

The students also attend 
and assist with Mass each 
week at St. Aloysius Catholic 
Church, which is adjacent to 
the school. They also per-
form a Nativity pageant each 
year at the church before 
Christmas.

“Our Head of School 
Dawn Rudnansky joined 
us in year two, and really 
brought a love of the rosa-
ry and the saints,” McQuaid 
said. 

The preschool program 
is run by teacher Jennifer 
McNally, who joined St. 
Aloysius Catholic School 
after working at St. Mary’s 
School for nearly eight years 
before it closed. McNally 
utilizes themed teaching, and 
incorporates all of the learn-
ing standards required by the 
Archdiocese of Hartford into 
the curriculum. 

“The fa i th  i s  woven 
in throughout the day,” 
McQuaid said of McNally’s 
program.

McQuaid said the academ-
ics at St. Aloysius Catholic 
School are rigorous, and the 
small class sizes allow for 
students to have a more per-
sonalized learning experi-
ence. 

The students have a tradi-
tional foundation in math and 
English Language Art, which 
includes learning cursive and 
having written assignments. 
There is also science, music, 
art and gym.

The school has technolo-
gy available to every student, 
giving them the best of both 

worlds. 
“We’re old-fashioned but 

we’re up to date,” she said.
Al l  s tuden ts  rece ive 

French lessons, giving them 
an early start to learning a 
foreign language.

Students enjoy field trips, 
and hands-on learning expe-
riences such as Nature’s 
Classroom. 

The school has a full-time 
nurse, and an afterschool pro-
gram. 

Students come from all 
of the Quabbin-area towns, 
as well as the Brookfields, 
Petersham, Spencer and 
Ware.

M c Q u a i d  s a i d  t h e 
school’s graduates have 
gone on to earn high scores 
o n  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Comprehensive Assessment 
System test, which gave them 
free tuition to any state col-
leges and universities, and 
others have gone on to be 
named salutatorian of their 
high school graduating class.

The school also offers two 
whole-school recess peri-
ods on its recently complet-
ed playground, dedicated to 
the memory of Joe Knight, 
a founding member of the 
school. 

This playground was the 
result of years of fundrais-
ing by the school and its 
dedicated Parent Teacher 
Organization, as well as 
donations.

“We have an incredible 
playground,” McQuaid said. 
“It’s a credit to them [PTO] 
that the kids are able to 

enjoy it.”
Commitment to the com-

munity is also important 
for students at St. Aloysius 
Catholic School, including 
organizing food drives for 
area food pantries.

“Children are taught to 
think beyond themselves,” 
she said. 

Anniversary celebration
T h e  a n n ive r s a r y  o f 

the school’s reopening is 
Saturday, June 6, which 
will be celebrated with a 
chicken barbecue fundrais-
er sponsored by the Knights 
of Columbus Council #183 
at St. Mary’s Church Hall in 
Ware on that date from 1-4 
p.m. 

There will be a DJ, all 
sorts of fun for the kids, bas-
ket raffles, a 50/50 and more.  
Tickets are $25 for a chicken 
dinner or $5 for a hot dog and 
chips. 

Purchase tickets by calling 
the school at 413-477-1268 
or by reaching out to PTO 
President Megan Morrison by 
phone or text 978-751-1211. 

Proceeds from the fund-
raiser  wil l  go into the 
school’s general fund to help 
maintain and improve the 
historic building and support 
its operating costs. As is true 
with public schools, opera-
tional costs are always rising.  

“We continue to seek 
out benefactors who sup-
port faith-based education in 
order to continue the great 
work we’ve done in the last 
10 years,” McQuaid said. “At 

St. Aloysius Catholic School 
faith and academics are our 
top priority.”

McQuaid credited St. 
Mary’s Church and the 
Knights of Columbus for 
being “wonderful and sup-
portive” of the school’s mis-
sion.

Enrollment information
St.  Aloysius Catholic 

School is still accepting 
applications for its preschool 
program, which is open 
to children who are pot-
ty-trained and age 3 by Aug. 
31.

The kindergarten is open 
to children who are age 5 by 
Aug. 31. 

Tuit ion payments are 
spread out over 10 months 
and an annual fund drive 
from mid-December through 
March, can reduce tuition by 
as much as $300 per student, 
thanks to the generosity of a 
benefactor that offers a full 
match to money raised during 
the drive (up to $40,000). 

Financial aid is also avail-
able through the Worcester 
Diocese, and students do not 
need to be part of a church to 
apply. St. Mary’s, All Saints 
and other local parishes also 
offer financial assistance for 
students within their respec-
tive parishes. 

For more information 
about the school, visit their 
website, staloysiuscs.com or 
Facebook page, or call 413-
477-1268 Monday through 
Friday from 7:20 a.m. to 3 
p.m.


