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Senate candidate
visits selectmen
Mike Valanzola
visiting district towns

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the

See SELECTMEN, page 7

Green Energy Tips 
Barre Energy Committee

Beautiful icicles and prob-
lematic ice dams? If you have
icicles hanging or ice dam
issues, it is a sure sign you are
wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.

State funds used to
promote regional
partnerships

Singing the night away

Turley Publications Photo by Amber King, an intern from Quabbin Regional High School. 

The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting

See ROOF PROJECT, page 8 See CIC GRANT, page 8

Chocolates and so many to pick

Awards to be presented
at April 26 dinner

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER — For every active
group or organization in town,
there are a number of key volun-
teers behind it, from church groups
like the United Church of Ware
and the First Church of Monson to
civic organizations like the Palmer
Lions Club and the Belchertown
Fair Committee, said Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.
These are the people that – for the
most part – stay in the background
when the media shows up at an
event but are a vital part of bring-
ing community activities to life.

And it is recognition of that
fact that the QHCC is seeking
nominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from the
Chamber towns of Belchertown,
Brimfield, Brookfield, East
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland,
Monson, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer,
Wales, Ware, Warren and West
Brookfield.

Last year ’s winner was
Bobbie McAvoy of Ware, for her
work in holding collections for
troops overseas. At the time, she
said that she was thrilled to be
nominated, but didn’t believe she
was as deserving of the award as
others in the community.

And that is just the quality
that Weake said the committee that
judges Citizen of the Year nomina-
tions is looking for.

“These people are the ones
that don’t do it for the recognition
but without whose diligence the

Karen Anderson of Orange announces her
candidacy for state representative

Chamber eyes volunteer standouts

ORANGE - Karen Anderson, a
Republican, announced her candi-
dacy for the 2nd Franklin District
State Representative seat. She
declared, “For too long the needs of

our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district's

needs. I will tirelessly work to pro-
tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations

Turley Publications Photo by Genevieve Fraser

Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10
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When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations

Turley Publications Photo by Genevieve Fraser

Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10

See OAKHAM, page 9
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Finance 
Committee
public
hearing set 
for May 23

By Ellenor Downer
Editor

edowner@turley.com

BA R R E  –  T h e  F i n a n c e 
Committee will hold their annual 
budget public hearing on Tuesday, 
May 23 at 6:30 p.m. in the Barre 
Senior Center, 557 South Barre 
Road.

The Finance Committee will 
present their proposed Fiscal Year 
2024 budget to the public at this 
time before the Annual Town 
Meeting set for Tuesday, June 13 at 
6:30 p.m.
Interim Town Administrator

Interim Town Administrator 
Greg Balukonis said there was a 
slight change in new growth from 
$90,000 to $100,000 and a gain 
in state revenue of $12,502 in the 
House budget compared to the 
Governor’s budget. He also updat-
ed the Town Administrator’s salary 
to $103,000 to bring the amount 
consistent with Town Administrator 
salaries in surrounding towns.

He said the previous Town 
Administrator Jessica Sizer budget-
ed a 5% increase for the Quabbin 
Regional School District. He 
did receive an estimate from the 
Quabbin School District of 7.67% 
or $6,632,996. He said he kept the 
5% increase as the school number 
most likely would change when the 
state Senate budget comes out. 

The difference between the 
percentages was over $123,000. 
Health insurance increased from 
5% to 7%. He said employees 
agreed to a greater out of pocket 
contribution to help lower the cost.

Police Department budget
The committee reviewed the 

Police Department budget at their 
Tuesday, May 9 meeting with 
Police Chief James Sabourin. He 
said his initial budget included the 
hiring of one more full-time officer 
to bring the number to 11 officers. 

He said the hiring of one more 
full-time officer would keep the 
overtime line item at a responsi-
ble amount. He also included the 
purchase of a new police cruiser in 
the operating budget because it is a 
yearly purchase. He said the union 
contract was still in negotiation. 

The Police Chief said his 
department currently has 10 full-
time officers and two part-time 
officers. The state wants all full-
time and part-time officers to meet 
full-time qualifications. Three 
years ago the Police Department 
had eight full-time and five part-
time officers. The Police Chief said 
he would stay with the ten full-time 
officers for this year’s budget. 

The Finance Committee voted 
to keep the cruiser cost within the 
operating budget. Interim Town 
Administrator Balukonis said free 
cash was $545,950. The figure was 
for two years. He also recommend-
ed placing some of the free cash in 
the Capital Stabilization Fund to 
help cover the cost for a new fire 
truck. Both the new fire truck and 
ambulance would not be purchases 
for FY 24, but in the next fiscal 
year. He also recommended keep-

Select Board reaffirm 
decision of Feb. 6, 2023
Dog owner fails to 
show up on
Monday hearing

By Ellenor Downer
Editor

edowner@turley.com

BARRE – After the Select Board 
declared a dog at 160 Valley Road a 
nuisance due to excessive barking, 
the owner has not complied with the 
conditions. 

The Board ordered the dog be 
vaccinated for rabies and licensed 
at a previous hearing and as of 
Monday, May 15 was unlicensed 
and unvaccinated for rabies. They 
also recommended the dog wear a 
no bark collar when tied outside. 

At the Feb. 6 hearing, the Board 
ordered the dog be removed from 
the location by the Animal Control 
Officer. 

Animal Control Officer Jennifer 
Ford said the owner did use the 
collar for a period of time and the 
barking stopped. However, ACO 
said the owner stopped using the 
collar as she felt it changed the 
demeanor of her dog. The dog’s 
excessive barking returned.

ACO Ford said the dog barked in 
frustration as the owner tethered the 
dog outside longer than it should be. 
She also said the dog was not get-
ting adequate exercise.

A neighbor attended the hear-
ing and he said he called the ACO 
to report the dog’s barking twice 
within the last two or so weeks. The 
owner of the property on 160 Valley 
Road also attended. He said the dog 
owner asked him to attend on her 
behalf, but the dog’s owner did not 
provide documentation designating 
him to speak on her behalf. 

Town Hall has new clock

Submitted photo

The Barre Historical Society and the First Parish Church have replaced the old clock-
works located in the Town Hall Cupola with a generous grant from the Barre Savings 
Bank Foundation.

Oakham election
had no contests

By Ellenor Downer
Editor

edowner@turley.com

OAKHAM – Sixty of the 1,495 
registered voters or 24.9% went 
to the poll this Monday for the 
Annual Town Election.

There were no contests on 
the ballot. Matthew Brunelle 
received 14 write-in votes for a 
three-year term on the Cemetery 
Commission and Susan Meyer 

got five write-in votes for Library 
Trustee. Both positions were 
blank on the ballot. 

Donald A. Haapakoski, a can-
didate for re-election, won a 
three-year term to the Board of 
Selectman with 50 votes and 
Amanda L. Carroll, a candidate for 
re-election, won a three-year term 
to Board of Assessor with 53 votes. 

Ariana R. O’Neill, a candidate 

Orthodox Congregational Church
kicks off 200th celebration

Submitted photos

A community 
bonfire held at 

the lot where the 
Nichewaug once 

stood marked the 
start of Petersham 

Orthodox 
Congregational 

Church’s bicenten-
nial celebrations.

Live music, food and activities for children were part of the bonfire kick off of the Orthodox 
Congregation Church’s Bicentennial celebration. Several dozen local residents of all ages 
attended the event.
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Selectmengrant
one-dayliquor

license
Library event toinclude beer and wine

By Ellenor DownerStaff Writer
OAKHAM – Fobes Memorial

Library director,  Samantha
Boudin,  requested a one-day
liquor license for the Friends of
the Library Swinging Desserts
event.

She said that this y
friends gro

BARRE – The Barre
Fire is one of the host
community that house a
technical rescue trailer
for  the Fire  Distr ic t  8
Technical Rescue Team.
As part of being a com-
munity that has members
on the team, Barre Fire
Department  hosted a
training scenario on
Thursday,  Feb.  25 and
Sunday,  Feb.  28 at  the
sewer pumping station by
Fire  Stat ion 2 on
Wheelwright Road.The training was the

same on b th

Technical rescue team simulatessssshhhhaaaafffftttt rrrreeeessssccccuuuueeee Locally,Sandersand
Trumpwin in

primary
By Ell
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Reparations long overdue 
for Quabbin Reservoir
Legislators pitch 
five bills to the state

By Christal Whelan
cwhelan@turley.com

The Joint  Committee on 
E nv i r o n m e n t  a n d  N a t u r a l 
Resources convened at  the 
Massachusetts State House last 
month to consider the testimo-
nies in regard to 34 bills relat-
ed to waterways, wetlands, 
water resources and oceans in 
Massachusetts.

Justice for the towns around 
the Quabbin Reservoir was high 
on the agenda with five bills, 
more than four legislators, and 
several citizens all testifying in 
support of some kind of  com-
pensation to the communities in 
western Massachusetts who have 
lost rather than gained by shar-
ing one of their greatest natu-
ral resources – water – with the 
commonwealth. Collectively, the 
tone of the legislators was one of 
moral outrage for the annexation 
of land, the human cost of flood-
ing a vast and populated plain to 
build the Quabbin Reservoir, and 
the continued one-way gain for 
eastern Massachusetts.

In a swift three-minute pitch, 
the time allotted to all the speak-
ers, state Rep. Aaron Saunders 
addressed the uncomfortable 
issue of regional equity, and rec-
ommended a closer examina-
tion of how the Massachusetts 
Water Resources Authority has 

been operating for decades since 
the towns of Enfield, Prescott, 
Greenwich and Dana were first 
disincorporated and then com-
pletely submerged to make 
this enormous, life-sustaining 
Quabbin Reservoir. 

The bills aim to offer some 
kind of consideration to the com-
munities that continue to steward 
the Quabbin watershed. At pres-
ent, a section of the bill prohibits 
any consideration of the water. 

Said Saunders, “The commu-
nities that steward this land, that 
owned this incredibly valuable 
resource receive absolutely noth-
ing for the water that has funda-
mentally built Boston and the sur-
rounding area.” 

Although the resounding word 
of the meeting was equity, the 
actual proposal was quite mod-
est. The bill would see that the 
municipal government be charged 
5 cents in excise per 1,000 gallons 
of the water. 

“This would create an esti-
mated $3.5 million for the com-
munities, living in the Quabbin 
watershed area,” said Saunders, 
who described how desperately 
in need they are of support. He 
elaborated on how such funding 
might be used for non-profits to 
provide transit services that do 
not currently exist. 

The bill would also set term 
limits on the MWRA advisory 
board and provide representation 
for western Massachusetts in the 

See FIN COM, page 5

See BARRE, page 5

See QUABBIN, page 10
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Barre Dining Center

Town Election set 
for June 13

The Annual Town Election will be held Tuesday, 
June 13 from 7 a.m.-8 p.m. Polling location is the gy 
at the Hubbardston Center School, 8 Elm St. Deadline 
to request mail in ballots is Tuesday, June 6 at 5 p.m. 
Mail in ballots must be received by the close of polls 8 
p.m. on election day in order to be counted. There 
is no in-person early voting for Hubbardston’s 
municipal elections. The last day to register to 
vote for the Annual Town Meeting isSaturday, 
May 27 at 5 p.m. The last day to register to vote 
for the Annual Town Election is Saturday, June 3 
at 5 p.m. 

Pastel workshop
Greg Maichack returns to the Hubbardston Pubic 

Library, 7 Main St.,for a new program pastel workshop 
on Tuesday, May 23 from 6-8 p.m. People should reg-
ister for this workshop entitled 

Participants will create a rose on either a square or 
12” x 18,” their choice. Maichack has been asked over 
the years to offer a rose workshop, the most popular 
of flowers, and a symbol of love. This program is sup-
ported in part by a grant from the Hubbardston cultural 
council, a local agency which is supported by the Mass 
Cultural Council, a state agency. 

West African Drum Workshop
A West African Drum Workshop will be held on 

Thursday, May 18 from 7-8 p.m. at the Hubbardston 
Public Library, 7 Main St. Jafar Manselle with his 
performance group, The Wendell Warriors, will teach 
the workshop. People will learn to play a traditional 
rhythm on West African hand drums and all drums and 
percussion instruments will be provided.

Story Times
Hubbardston Public Library, 7 Main St., holds story 

time with Miss Tricia on Mondays at 1 p.m. and are 
not held on Monday holidays. Children will listen to 
a story and make a craft. No registration is necessary. 
Miss Tricia holds a story time on Wednesdays at 10 
a.m. as well.

Senior center events
The Hubbardston Senior Center, 7A Main St., 

events include: Coffee with Friends Monday through 
Thursday at 9:45 a.m.; Bingo from 12:30-3 p.m. on 
Mondays; Knitting Group at 10 a.m. every Tuesday at 
10 a.m. and WiiBowling beginning at 8:30 a.m. every 
Monday and Wednesday beginning at 8:30 a.m. 

Submitted photos

Shown from left are Barre Lions First 
Vice President Jean Alman; Lion Ron 
Jacobs; Shirley Lewis, holding the 
William T. Murphy Sight Award; Lewis’ 
great-granddaughter, Julia Varney; 
Lions President Joe Petracone and Lion 
Sal Imperato in front of a quilt donated 
by Shirley Lewis.

Lions Club presents award
to Shirley Lewis

Six Shooters come
to Felton Field

Northeast Six Shooters will be at Felton Field, Old 
Coldbrook Road Saturday, May 20 from 11 a.m.-3:30 
p.m. Shad Smith Memorial Shoot will be the second 
match of 2024 with a four stage match.

There will be a safety meeting at 10:30 a.m., a 
moment of silence for Shad and first shots at 11 a.m. 
This is an event to celebrate the life of a true cow-
boy. The Six Shooters are looking for youths to help 
out with balloon running. People may email Margo 
Petracone at westwindfm@aol.com if interested in help-
ing. Compensation is offered. Scouts, 4-H, individuals 
or groups are welcome.

Food pantry distribution
The next Barre Food Pantry distribution will occur 

on Thursday, May 18 from 5:30-7 p.m. In order to 
maintain safe physical distances between volunteers 
and between volunteers and clients May 18 will again 
be  “drive-through”  style distribution. Clients will 
line up in their vehicles on Park Street and proceed 
into the right hand (east) entrance driveway of the 
Barre  Congregational Church. They will remain in 
their cars. They’ll drive up and be checked in by a 
volunteer, then continue up to the church building 
where their groceries will be put into the trunk or 
wayback of their vehicle by volunteers at multiple 
stations.

Barre Farmers Market
The Barre Farmers Market is held every Saturday 

from 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. on the Barre Common. The 
next market will be Saturday, May 20. The market runs 
through October and includes farmers, crafters, artisans 
and more.

Circle of Song Concert
Circle of Song will hold a concert on Saturday, 

May 20 at 7 p.m. in the Barre Town Hall, Exchange 
Street. Circle of Song is collaborating with members 
of the Quabbin Community Band for two numbers, “A 
West Side Story suite” and “Pilgrim’s Chorus” from 
Tannhauser. 

Corrections 
policy

The Barre Gazette 
will  gladly correct 
factual  errors  that 
appear in this paper. 
Corrections or clari-
fications will always 
appear on Page 2. To  
request a orrection, 
send information to 
Editor Ellenor Downer 
at barrenews@turley.
com or call 978-355-
4000 .  Cor rec t ions 
may also be request-
ed in writing at Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005.

BARRE — Elder Services of Worcester Area 
Nutrition Program welcomes guests to dine at 
the Barre Senior Center, 557 South Barre Road. 
The following meals will be served for the week 
of May 22. Lunches are back at the senior cen-
ter, but require a pre-sign up. Volunteers are 
needed at the Barre dining site. Volunteers are 
needed for Meals on Wheels (mileage reim-
bursement) and in the kitchen. People should 
contact 978-355-5027.    

MONDAY – Shepherd’s pie, carrots, peas, 
chocolate pudding, diet = sugar free chocolate 
pudding, marble rye bread

TUESDAY –  White bean chicken chili, 
brown rice, roasted California blend vegetables, 
fresh fruit, pita bread

WEDNESDAY – Turkey with supreme 
sauce, mashed sweet potatoes, green beans, 
apple crisp, diet = applesauce, Italian bread

THURSDAY – Baked ham with maple glaze, 
mashed potatoes, Italian blend vegetables, birth-
day cake, diet = small piece, whole wheat bread

FRIDAY – Chicken cranberry salad, pasta 
salad, three bean salad, fruited ambrosia, diet = 
pineapple, hot dog roll

*Diabetic friendly dessert **Higher sodi-
um entree Meal includes milk and margarine. 
Menus are subject to change. All meals are 
served at about 11:45 a.m. each weekday. 
Reservations should be made the day before 
by calling 978-355-5027 before 10:30 a.m. The 
donation of $2.50 per meal helps keep the pro-
gram running.    

Hubbardston
Ellenor Downer

edowner@turley.com

Editorial 
deadline 
reminder
D e a d l i n e  f o r 

e-mailed press releas-
es is noon on Monday. 
Deadline for hard copy 
is noon on Friday. 

A Mission of Trinity Episcopal Church
Corner of Park and Pleasant Streets, Ware, MA

~ Presents ~
Amherst Area Gospel Choir

Sunday, May 21 @ 4pm

A FREE concert to benefit 
The Springfield Rescue Mission

Country Auto Body, Inc.

www.countryautotirecenter.com
69 Donovan Road, North Brookfield

508-867-9736

Full Auto Body
Mechanical Service

All Name Brand Tires Available

MEMORIAL DAY 
PROPANE SALE
May 22-May 26
20 lb Only $15

Interstate Batteries In Stock

(508) 829-7333

1015 MAIN STREET, HOLDEN MASSACHUSETTS 01520

“CERTIFIED CONTACT LENS & EYEGLASS SPECIALISTS”

Compare Our
Prices, Service and Selection.

It's Worth the Trip!

Barre Family Pharmacy
547 Summer Street, Barre

978-355-2359

Call Today for an 
Easy Prescription Transfer

After Hours: 508-864-6540
mybarrepharmacy.com

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-8:00 p.m.; 
Sat. 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.; Sun. 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Shirley Lewis of Barre holds the William 
T. Murphy Sight Award, which she 
received in “recognition of outstand-
ing service and dedication to there 
Massachusetts Lions Eye Research 
Fund, Inc.

Listening offers
moving with osteoporosis

BARRE – The Listening Wellness Center will 
hold a four-week in person course Mondays, June 5 
through June 26 from 1:30-3:30 p.m.for anyone with 
osteoporosis or osteopenia entitled “Moving with 
Osteoporosis.”

Rhonda Hamer, an osteoporosis fitness specialist 
and certified nutrition coach. Cost is $115 per person.  
Studies have shown lifestyle changes in activity and 
nutrition can improve bone density, balance and 
mobility as well as reduce falls and the risk of fracture.

Classes are held in the Yoga Studios, located at 
28 James St. To register or for more information, 
people may email osteoporosisrhonda@gmail.com. 
This program is supported in part by a grant from the 
Hardwick/New Braintree Cultural Council, a local 
agency which si supported by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council.

Barre Lions Club serves the community
BARRE – The Barre Lions 

Club (BLC) lives by the motto: 
“We Serve.” The Club’s largest 
annual fundraiser is their annual 
Car Show which will be held on 
the Barre Common on Saturday, 
Sept. 9 this year. The BLC 
depends on support from local 
businesses and the Barre commu-
nity. In order to fulfill their mis-
sion to serve this community, the 
BLC is looking for three types 
of support for their Car Show. 1. 
The purchase of plaques that will 
be awarded to “entry vehicles.” 
Donation of items and gift certifi-
cates to raffle off. The donation of 
promotional items, pens, advertis-
ing literature, etc., for the goodie 
bags given to drivers, who enter 
their cars. 

This past year the BLC sup-
ported The Quabbin Community 
Band, The Barre Food Pantry, 
Q-Drug, The American Legion 
Post 2, The 250th Anniversary 
Committee and the South Barre 
Common Committee and their 
Nornay Park Concert Series. 
Beyond the Barre communi-
ty, the BLC made donations to 

Lions Club International, The 
Braille Press, The Audio Journal, 
The District 33A Sight mobile, 
Mass. Lions Eye Research Fund 
(MLERF), The Barton Diabetes 
Center, etc. None of this could 
happen without the support of our 
local community.  

Due to i ts  donat ions to 
MLERF, the BLC had the oppor-
tunity to honor one of our senior 
citizens, who has donated dozens 
of quilts, blankets, and throws to 
the BLC over the years. A delega-
tion of Barre Lions visited Shirley 
Lewis last week and presented her 
with a beautiful walnut plaque 
to commemorate her gifts to the 
club and to the citizens of Barre 
over the years.

Also of note was a “Certificate 
of Appreciation” awarded to 
Lion Barry Alman of the Barre 
Lions Club by Lions International 
President Brian E. Sheehan. It is 
the fourth highest award given by 
LCI. It was given in recognition 
of Distinguished Achievements in 
Fulfilling the Mission of Lions 
Club International. District 33A 
Governor Marianna Riemer pre-

sented the award to him. 
Governor Riemer stated that 

since he joined the BLC, he has 
served as Barre club secretary for 
8 years and has taken on region-
al responsibilities by accepting 
the role of Zone chair, where he 
oversees, visits, and advises Lions 
clubs in this region. Lion Barry 
also accepted a four-year term as a 
Director for MLERF. Since 1952, 
MLERF has donated over $40 
million to research with the goal 
of eradicating preventable blind-
ness. He is also Chairman of the 
Public Relations Committee and 
strives to keep the public aware of 
Lions activities in this area. 

Lions throughout the world, 
still collect and recycle used eye-
glasses and hearing aids. There 
is a yellow collection mailbox 
located in the Barre Plaza near the 
package store. The Barre Lions 
meet on the third Wednesday of 
every month at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Barre Senior Center, 557 South 
Barre Road. Everyone is welcome 
to attend. For more information, 
people may call Jean Alman at 
978 355-2720. 

Library 5K fundraiser 
happens Sept. 9

HUBBARDSTON – The 26th Annual Hubbardston 
Library 5K Run/Walk is scheduled for Saturday, Sept. 
9.  

This event will mark more than a quarter century of 
support for the Hubbardston Library and raised close 
to $80,000 for the library’s ongoing operations. The 
race is an out and back course starting and finishing at 
the Hubbardston Center School.     

Applications for the event will be available online 
at the Hubbardston Library website. The registration 
fee for the fundraising event is $25 and $30 for those 
who register after Wednesday, Aug. 2.  Long sleeve 
cotton race shirts will be provided to the first 100 reg-
istered runners. 

Awards to overall first place male/female runners 
and walkers as well as age group winners will be 
provided. Prizes provided are possible due to the 
generous donations of local businesses and individ-
uals.

For additional information on this event, interest-
ed runners/walkers or donors can call Mark Wigler, 
race director at 978-928-5120 or email MTWigler@
gmail.com. The 2022 race/walk raised over $3,500 
for support of the library’s activities and Scholarship 
Fund. 

BARRE – Northeast Six 
Shooters will be at Felton Field, 
Old Coldbrook Road Saturday, 
May 20 from 11 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Shad Smith Memorial Shoot 
will be the second match of 2024 
with a four stage match.

There will be a safety meet-
ing at 10:30 a.m., a moment of 
silence for Shad and first shots at 
11 a.m. This is an event to cele-
brate the life of a true cowboy. 

The Six Shooters are looking 
for youths to help out with bal-

loon running.
People may email Margo 

Petracone at westwindfm@aol.
com if interested in helping. 
Compensation is offered. Scouts, 
4-H, individuals or groups are 
welcome.

Northeast Six Shooters return to Felton Field
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Oakham
Ellenor Downer

edowner@turley.com

Breakfast to benefit 
local food pantries
The Oakham Congregational church, 4 Coldbrook 

Road, will hold on Saturday, May 20 from 8-9:30 a.m. 
a benefit breakfast for the Barre Food Pantry and the 
Rutland Food Pantry. People may also bring non-per-
ishable food items for the food pantries. The menu 
includes scrambled eggs, pancakes, sausages, straw-
berries, orange juice, coffee, tea and hot chocolate. 

Clean up and recycling day
The Oakham Board of Health sponsors a clean up 

and recycling day on Saturday, June 3 from 
9 a.m.-noon behind the Fire and Highway Building, 

Barre Road. It will be held rain or shine.
Volunteers are needed to help accept items for recy-

cling and/or disposal.
Scout units, community groups and residents may 

help by cleaning up the roads around town by selecting 
a road and collecting a bag of trash. Trash bags will be 
provided. 

Get rid of specific allowable unwanted junk around 
the house? Allowable items to be provided, which 
include televisions, air conditioners, computers, and 
more.

They may donate redeemable bottles and cans to 
the Oakham Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts. There will be 
free disposal of medical sharps in a safe way as well as 
free disposal of unwanted medications. It is illegal and 
unsafe to dispose of sharps in the trash.  

Accepted items and fees for disposal are: tires 
$8-$25; TVs, monitors, computers, laptops and gaming 
systems $15; AC’s/dehumidifiers $10; VCR/micro-
wave $5 and propane tank $8. Checks should be made 
payable to the Town of Oakham. For questions, people 
may email boh@oakham-ma.gov or call 508-882-
4069.

Dismas Farm wish list
The Oakham Congregational Church, 4 Coldbrook 

Road, during the month of May will be collecting items 
for clients at Dismas Farm, located on Lincoln Road. 
Items include: new twin-sized sheets and blankets, 
new pillows and bath towels, new men’s sweatshirts, 
sweatpants and t-shirts, sized large to XXXL. Other 
items include laundry detergent, toilet paper and other 
cleaning supplies and fuel gift cards to help with trans-
portation costs. People may drop off items on Sunday 
mornings from 8:30 a.m.-noon or leave in the hallway 
at the side entrance to the church, marked for Dismas 
Farm, anytime as the outside door is always open.

Church news
Sunday worship at the Oakham Congregational 

Church, 4 Coldbrook Road, is at 10 a.m. Sunday school  
is held downstairs. Donations for the Barre and Rutland 
Food Pantries may be dropped off either Sunday morn-
ing or left in the side hall during the week.

Public Meetings 
BARRE

Finance Committee – May 23 R 6:30 p.m.
Conservation Committee – May 23 at 7 p.m.
Select Board – May 23 at 6:30 p.m., May 24 
  and June 5 at 6 p.m.
Cemetery Commission – May 25 at 11 a.m.
Felton Field Commission – June 6 at 6:30 p.m.
Planning Board –  June 6 and June 20 at 7 p.m.
Council on Aging – June 7 at 1 p.m.
Barre Housing Authority – June 8 at 3 p.m.
Board of Health – June 12 at 5 p.m.
Water Commission – June 12 at 7 p.m.
DPW Commission – June 12 at 7 p.m.
Cable Advisory Committee – June 13 at 7 p.m.
Library Trustees – June 14 at 6:30 p.m.
250th Anniversary Committee – June 14
   at 6:30 p.m.
Insurance Advisory Committee – Nov. 2 at 1 p.m.

HARDWICK.
Finance Committee – May 22 at 5:30 p.m.
Planning Board – May 23 at 6:30 p.m.
Board of Health – June 1 at 6:30 p.m.
Paige Library Trustees – June 1 at 7 p.m.
Recycling Commission – June 6 at 6:30 p.m.
Council on Aging – June 14 at 9 a.m.
Gilbertville Public Library – June 14 at 4 p.m.

HUBBARDSTON
Planning Board –  May 18, June 7 and June 15 
  at 6:30 p.m.
Economic Development Committee – May 19 at 5 
p.m.
Memorial Day Committee – May 22 at 5 p.m. 
Board of Health – May 23, June 13 and 
  June 27 at 7 p.m.
Council on Aging – May 24 at 6:30 p.m.
Historic Commission – June 3 at 10 a.m.
Conservation Commission – June 7 at 7 p.m.
Town Center Committee – June 15 at 7 p.m.

NEW BRAINTREE
Board of Assessors – May 18 at 7 p.m.
Select Board – May 22 at 7 p.m.
Finance Committee – May 23 at 6 p.m.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
Select Board – May 23, June 6 and June 20 at 6 
p.m.
Planning Board –May 24 and June 21 at 6 p.m.
Downtown Development Committee – June 5 at 
6:30 p.m.

OAKHAM
Board of Health –  June 21 and July 19 at 5 p.m.

PETERSHAM
Select Board – May 18 at 5:30 p.m.
Board of Health – May 18 at 6 p.m.
Advisory Finance Committee – May 18 at 6 p.m.
Planning Board – May 25 at 7 p.m.
Board of Assessors – June 1 at 9 a.m.
Conservation Committee – June  6 at 6 p.m.
Open Space and Recreation Committee – 
  June 6 at 7 p.m.
Cemetery Commission – June 13 at 10 a.m.
Council on Aging – Aug. 14 at 10 a.m.

RUTLAND 
Finance Committee – May 18 at 6:15 p.m.
Earthworks Board – May 18 at 6:30 p.m.
Planning Board Hearings  May 23 at 6:45 p.m. 
  and 7 p.m.
Select Board Hearing – May 30 at 6 p.m. 

TO ADVERTISE IN THE BARRE GAZETTE, 
CALL TIM MARA AT 978-355-2254

Submitted photo

A tour of “Lost Petersham Cellar Holes” with Larry Buell on Sunday, May 21 starting at 2 
p.m. on the Petersham Common will include sites like the Webb Mill in Nichewaug, the 
first European homesite and a home demolished by the 1953 Tornado.

Historical society holds ‘cellar hole’ tour

COMPLETE
PEST SOLUTIONS

Protecting you and your home from all of those 
pesky insects, rodents, and wildlife. 

Services for mosquitoes, ticks, wasps, ants, 
bedbugs, mice/rats,
 raccoons, squirrels, 

and many more! 

Call me today to schedule 
a FREE inspection! 

Bryan Boucher
(978) 660-3345

email: bryanb@completepestsolution.com

Be sure your tires
are ready to go!

Get Ready for Your 

SUMMER VACATION

ORIGINAL 
TIRE CO.

SOUTH ATHOL ROAD, ATHOL 978-249-3477
Mon., Wed., Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.;

Tues. & Thurs. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m. -12 p.m.

LOCAL 
KEYTONE 

PROMOTER
Save Up To 
25% OFF 

Retail Prices
Call DD 413-813-2391

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $300/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

Kitchen / Bath
Design / Sales / Installation

774-366-5517
mitawoodworking@aol.com

Call to schedule
an appointment

In home or showroom

We Sell
Cabinets

Kitchen / Bath
Design / Sales / Installation

774-366-5517
mitawoodworking@aol.com

Call to schedule
an appointment

In home or showroom

We Sell
Cabinets

287 Main Street
Gardner

978-632-0241

WE SERVICE ALL
MAJOR BRAND

APPLIANCES
NAME BRAND

APPLIANCES & TV’S AT 
WAREHOUSE PRICES

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for our waiting list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

Historical Society to 
hold plant, yard sale 
and open house

RUTLAND – The Rutland Historical Society 
is having a Plant & Yard Sale and Open House on 
Saturday, May 20th from 10am – 2pm. The event 
will take place at the Wood House, 232 Main St. 
RHS looks forward to showcasing their “Spring 
Exhibit” as part of their Open House. Exhibits will 
include a tea party theme displaying tea serving piec-
es from the Bartlett Hotel and spring fashions from 
the 1800’s and 1900’s. 

Tickets available for
Strawberry Festival

NEW BRAINTREE – Anyone wishing to purchase 
tickets to the New Braintree Congregational Church’s 
Strawberry Festival should call either 508-410-7424 or 
508-867-9910.  

This year’s dinner will be take-out only and will be 
held on Saturday, June 10. Tickets are $15 each.

PETERSHAM – The Quabbin/
Nichewaug Region has many 
homes, barns, mills and structures 
that have long disappeared, yet 
hold secrets to the history of the 
area.  

Local historian, Larry Buell 
will  guide a tour of “Lost 
Petersham: A Tour of Selected 
Cellar Holes” on Sunday, May 
21 meeting at 2 p.m. at the 
Petersham Common for a carpool 
to selected sites. Buell, using his-
toric pictures, researched infor-
mation, local stories and physical 
evidence of the sites will piece 
together the story of the places.  

Sites on the tour include the 
first European fortified home of 
1733, a home destroyed by the 
1953 Tornado, the Webb Mill 
on the East Branch of the Swift 

River, which manufactured wood-
en powder kegs for the Civil War 
and other mill and home sites. 
The tour will finish with some 
“field research” to find the home 
site of Peter Gore, a 19th Native 
American who lived near Brown’s 
Pond in Petersham.  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  B u e l l , 
“Understanding what happened 
at selected locations, even when 
little physical evidence is avail-
able can give a deeper insight 
to a town’s history and its pres-
ent culture.” One interesting site 
on the tour will be at the Webb 
Mill in the Nichewaug Section 
of Petersham where evidence 
of powder keys staves and the 
mill dam that was washed out in 
the 1936 flood is very evident.  
The financially successful mill 

allowed the Webb family to build 
the large Webb Block on the 
south side of Athol’s Main Street 
that exists today. 

Participants will carpool to the 
selected sites where there will be 
little walking to be done. The free 
and open program is offered by 
the Petersham Historical Society. 
Other  upcoming Histor ical 
Society programs include the 
monthly “Taking History Corner” 
at the Petersham Library start-
ing on Wednesday, May 17 
and the 200th Anniversary of 
the Orthodox Congregation 
Church on Saturday, June 24 
with living history re-enactors. 
People may email Larry Buell at 
LarryBuell2143@gmail.com or 
call 978-724-0412 for more infor-
mation.

Gilbertville Public
Library lists events

GILBERTVILLE – On Friday, June 16 from 1-2 
p.m. folktales with  Mary Jo Maichack will be held at 
the Barre/Hardwick Senior Center, 557 South Barre 
Road, in Barre  k Senior Center, Barre.

On Friday,   June 30 at 5:30 p.m. the   Gilbertville 
Public Library  will host songs and stories with Davis 
Bates.  

Summer Reading sign up  is Tuesday, July 11 at 
3:30 p.m. at the Gilbertville Public Library.  There will 
be a story time as well as  sign up. On Tuesday, July 
18 at 3:30 p.m. there will be discovery drawing at the 
Gilbertville Library. Other summer activities include 
Tuesday, July 23 at 3:30 p.m. lets write a song togeth-
er, on Tuesday, Aug. 1 at 3:30 p.m. discovery activities 
and Tuesday, Aug. 8 at 3:30 p.m.the end of summer 
reading ice cream party and prizes.

Food policy council wants to hear all voices
By Paula Ouimette

Staff Writer
pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Members of the 
Quaboag Valley Food Policy 
Council discussed ways they 
could make sure that each voice is 
heard when it comes to decision 
making.

“This Council is extremely 
new,” Council Coordinator Caitlin 
Geaghan said, and members are 
still organizing and planning.

She said the hope is that once 
they have finished the planning 
process and determined the needs 
of the region, the Council can 
expand beyond the 12 towns it 
currently covers.

Geaghan said there are a few 
options available to the Council 
when it comes to making deci-
sions, including single person 
decides, group decides by con-
sensus and group decides by vot-
ing.

Single person decides would 
allow for one member of the 
group to have decision-making 
responsibilities, either with or 
without input from the rest of the 
members.

With group decides by con-
sensus, decisions would either be 
hard, where all would agree; or 
soft, where most would agree, but 
those that don’t wouldn’t be upset 
by the decision.

Group decides by voting 

would have members use either a 
ballot, hand or voice vote. 

Members could decide on a 
minimum vote, a simple majority 
or a two-thirds vote or plurality.

Council members agreed that 
most decisions should be made 
by the group, possibly leaving 
minor, day-to-day decisions up to 
Geaghan and Project Coordinator 
for Community Health, Emily 
Coderre.

Linda Fuchs, an organic farm-
er from Brimfield, said having 
a single person decides method 
would negate people’s time spent 
being in a group. 

“The advantage of this group 
is the diversity of organizations 
present,” she said.

Gai l  Gramarossa  of  the 
Quaboag Hills Substance Use 
Alliance suggested using consen-
sus when they can, even if infor-
mally. 

“In a lot of ways, I see a food 
policy council driven by collect-
ing thinking and very participato-
ry,” she said. 

Kirsten Krieger, public health 
nurse of the Quabbin Health 
District said she thinks it would 
be beneficial if there was a core 
membership determining options 
for decisions and then taking 
them to a vote.

She said different people have 
different perspectives and this 
could pose a challenge with vot-
ing. 

“You may get so many ideas 
that it’s difficult to get them to a 
vote. A core group could bring 
the options to a general body,” 
Krieger said.

Michelle Holmgren, Public 
and Community Relations at 
Baystate Wing Hospital, said day 
to day decisions handled by the 
leadership team would be good, 
and the team could bring these 
decisions back to the members.

Krieger said Council members 
should also think about intention-
ally growing the group to repre-
sent more diversity

The first hybrid training 
opportunity of the QVFPC will be 
held on Wednesday, May 31 from 
4-5:15 p.m. at E2E, 79 Main St., 
with Zoom access available.

About QVFPC
The Quaboag Valley Food 

Policy Council is funded through 
a grant received by the Town 
of Ware in partnership with 
Quaboag Valley Community 
Deve lopment  Corpora t ion , 
covering the towns of Ware, 
Belchertown, Palmer, Monson, 
Wales,  Holland,  Brimfield, 
War ren ,  Brookfi e ld ,  Wes t 
Brookfield, North Brookfield and 
East Brookfield.

For more information, peo-
ple may email Geaghan at cge-
aghan@townofware .com or 
Coderre at ecoderre@townof-
ware.com.

Haston Library starts 
movie discussion group

NORTH BROOKFIELD – The Haston Free Publica 
Library, 161 North Main St., is starting a movie dis-
cussion group on Monday, May 22 at 6 p.m.

The featured movie is “Dead Poet’s Society” (1989, 
rated PG) and is available to check out with your 
library card two weeks before the discussion. Watch 
it from the comfort of your home anytime before the 
group meets.

To register, people call the library at 508-867-0208 
or email hastonfreepubliclibrary@gmail.com.
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5 years (May 24, 2018)

The Petersham Select Board 
and Advisory Finance Committee 
hosted the annual review of the 
budget and annual town meeting 
warrant. The requested FY 2019 
budget of $3,769,259 reflect-
ed a 6.5% change over the pre-
vious year with 4.3% percent of 
that increase for the three school 
budge ts ,  Pe te r sham Cente r 
School, Ralph C. Mahar Regional 
School District and Montachusett 
Technical School District. The 
Finance Committee recommended 
budget for FY19 was $3,763,458 
and was a 6.3% percent increase in 
the general budget with the school 
budget staying at 4.3%.

Barre  Pol ice  Chief  John 
Carbone said the department 
planned its first ever awards cer-
emony to coincide with police 
week, which was started in the 
1960s by President John Kennedy. 
Police officers and two civilians 
received awards at the police 
department award ceremony held 
last Wednesday in the audito-
rium at Quabbin Regional High 
School. Selectman Charles Chase 
commented it was “an honor and 
a privilege to recognize our police 
department and said he was “grate-
ful to their service.”

Quabbin Regional School 
District Superintendent elect Dr. 
Sheila Muir proposed reorganiza-
tion for central office. She recom-
mended not replacing the assistant 
superintendent position and hir-
ing two curriculum directors, one 
at elementary level and the other 
at secondary level. She said the 
graduation coach was retiring this 
year and that position would not 
be replaced. The $27,000 for the 
graduation coach and the assistant 
superintendent salary should be 
enough to fund the two positions. 

10 years (May 23, 2013)

Quabbin Regional School 
District Superintendent Maureen 
Marshall recommended to the 
full school committee the dis-
trict go with a self-operating food 
service rather than privatizing. 
Participation in the school lunch 
program dropped to around 50% 
and needed subsidizing to contin-
ue. The superintendent said with 
the new federal food regulations 
for school lunches the food is “not 
appealing” to the students.

A little over 18% of the 1,323 
registered votes in Oakham cast 
ballots at the annual town elect on 
Monday, Matthew A. Broderick 
won a three-year term to the 
Oakham Board of Selectmen He 
received 164 votes and his oppo-
nent, Laura Pease got 74. Dennis 
Bergin did not seek re-election 
after serving two terms as select-
men.

T h e  O a k h a m  F i n a n c e 
Committee met Tuesday to dis-
cuss the town meeting warrant arti-
cles. Matthew Broderick, who was 
elected to the Board of Selectmen 
the day before, was not sworn in 
so he continued in his capacity as 
chair of the Finance Committee 
for the meeting. Selectman Eliot 
Starbard was also present.

25 years (May 21, 1988)

When Christ ine Giarusso 
started having labor pains last 
Wednesday morning, she wasn’t 
sure if they were the real thing. 
She had been to the hospital on 
Sunday and was sent home. Her 
doctor said she had “false labor.” 
But when she called her doctor 
stating her contractions were 
about five minutes apart, she was 
told she’d better come to the hos-
pital since it’s about an hour’s 
ride from her home in Barre to 
Memorial Hospital in Worcester.  
She and her husband, William, 
hadn’t even reached Barre center 
when Christine said, “I think the 
baby’s coming. We’re not going to 
make it to the hospital.” William 
drove to the police station to call 
for an ambulance. The dispatcher 
called for a physician at the Barre 
Health Center. They called at 5:45 
a.m. and the baby arrived at 6:01 
a.m.

Quabbin Regional School 
District will begin the 1988/89 
year on Aug. 31 this year due 
to a late Labor Day. Aside from 
an early staring date, the calen-
dar remains, as Superintendent 
Maureen Marshall put it, “very 
traditional.” The calendar has 
typical vacations, which include 
the days prior to Thanksgiving 
and Christmas as “traveling hol-
idays.”

At the May 18 selectmen’s 
meet ing,  David Ratte ,  Neil 
Hampson and Department of 
Public Works Superintendent Earl 
Sample met before the Board of 
Selectmen to discuss water drain-
age problems at the corner of 
Union and Broad streets. Sample 
was concerned with the effect 
Ratte’s construction has had on the 
corner catch basin, which he says 
was clogged on Mothers Day. He 

compared the drainage issue with 
a past problem on Broad Street and 
Ruggles Lane.

38 years (May 23, 1985)

With 116 Barre voters present,, 
an approximate 2.5 million dollar 
budget was passed with little dis-
cussion in just over an hour and 
a half Saturday afternoon and for 
the first time since proposition 2 
½ was passed, the voters stayed 
within these limits at an Annual 
Town Meeting. At the beginning 
of the meeting Finance Committee 
Chair Arlene Betteridge explained 
some changes in the figures of the 
recommended amounts due to the 
recent passage of K-12 regional-
ization of schools.

E i g h t y - n i n e  v o t e r s  i n 
Hubbardston approved 15 articles 
of the town warrant and passed 
over six to be acted upon at a later 
date. A budget of $1416,565 was 
approved with an increase in the 
police wage account so police offi-
cers would receive $5 per hour. 
They were receiving $4. A school 
budget of $735,666 was approved. 
An amount of $791,775 had been 
requested.

Thanks for giving us the 
leadership that will make us the 
best “school in Massachusetts,” 
was the thank  you given to the 
Quabbin School Committee by 
David Melanson, an English 
teacher at Quabbin High School, 
af ter  they decided to hire 
Maureen Marshall, former asso-
ciate principal at Quabbin, as the 
Quabbin High principal. Marshall 
of Barre will be replacing John 
McDonough, who recently gave 
his resignation. She is current-
ly associate principal in West 
Boylston, but has approximate-
ly 10 years experience in the 
Quabbin system.

Opinion

In Past Pages

File Photo

Rep. Stephen M. Brewer, at the podium, paid spe-
cial tribute to former police chief Michael Ryder, who 
died last July, during Barre’s exercises. He presented 
American Legion Post 404 with a framed picture of 
Ryder with his Purple Heart license plate and a plaque 
with his name and years of Marine Corps service, 1966-
1969. Pictured from him, from left, are Sen. Robert 
D. Wetmore, Post 404 Commander Andrew Chilleri, 
Past Commander Reginald Franciose and Ryder’s son, 
Michael.

LOOK BACK
Memorial Day Service - May 1995

Why are college 
costs so high?

By Eric Goodhart

The cost of private four-year colleges and univer-
sities have steadily increased to a level far beyond the 
means of the all but a small % of American house-
holds. There are two major reasons for that.  

Breaking the Bretton Woods Agreement of 1944, 
President Nixon took the dollar off the gold standard 
in 1971. The Federal Reserve was printing dollars like 
there was no tomorrow during what is known as the 
“Guns and Butter” decade of the sixties. Nixon’s move 
was the catalyst bringing about inflation as the dollar 
lost value. 

A year later, Title IX of the Civil Rights Act was 
signed into law by Nixon. Many of the most expen-
sive private colleges were beginning to admit women. 
Title IX prohibits gender-based discrimination in any 
college or any other education program that receives 
funding from the federal government. 

The full cost of attendance for a four-year private 
college before 1972 averaged $3,500 to $4,500 per 
year. In 2023 those same colleges cost $67,000 to 
$82,300 per year. State Universities are $39,000 per 
year. 

Financial aid has not made the colleges affordable, 
in fact, in the majority of cases it has made them 
more expensive and put more students and their par-
ents into more debt. The formulas used to determine 
“need” penalize families that save for college. The 
Asset Protection Allowance in 1990 has been steadily 
reduced to zero now Congress does not even believe 
a family of four with the oldest parent age 48 does not 
need even an emergency fund of $50,000 anymore. 

Plus, Congress continues to bend under the pressure 
of the paid college lobbyists to NOT even increase the 
financial need when a family has more than one stu-
dent in college at the same time! In other words, if the 
Expected Family Contribution was $40,000 with one 
in college, it would be the same if two were in college, 
not $20,000 per student. 

The Department of Education’s Federal Student Aid 
Office, changes will affect seniors, rising 11th graders 
and younger. Therefore, for planning purpose families 
of divorce, families with more than one student in 
college at the same time small business owners and 
family farm owners. 

Here is a summary of current, or soon-to-be-imple-
mented changes:

EFC, which has always been a shock to parents as 
the amount the government expects a family to pay. 
The DOE now cleverly calls it Student Aid Index. 
They say the difference in nomenclature is substan-
tially that alone. Experience warns us that is probably 
not accurate in effect. With the replacement of the 
Data Retrieval Tool with the Direct Data Transfer tax 
returns become more determinative of basic, financial 
qualification.

Families of divorce will be asked which parent 
provides the most financial support for the student 
rather than, with whom is the student living one-half 
of a year plus one day, or longer. As of the date of this 
article, no time parameters are determined. What does 
that mean? Having observed the decisions of colleges 
for decades, it means college financial aid offices are 
going to dig deeper into the financial arrangements of 
families of divorce.

Child Support will no longer be counted as 
“untaxed income,” but rather as a parent asset.

The current asset exclusion of family-owned busi-
nesses and family-owned farms is gone. The asset 
value of each shall be included in the SAI calculation.

Simplified Needs Test (which removes assets from 
an SAI calculation) is based on AGI  under $60,000. 
But if the parent operates a small business, buyer 
beware. The financial aid officers are trained to watch 
out for business owners because they are told that the 
AGI on the tax return can be reduced at will.  

The number of family members in college at the 
same time, as a consideration, will be phased out; 
although “professional judgement may allow for that 
to be considered. Therefore, it should be noted in 
“Other Information” provided to the colleges.

Two other considerations represent the proverbial 
double-edged sword. One is that the end of PELL 
Grant eligibility after 12 semesters is removed. The 
other side is that Direct Student Loan time limit 
of 150% of satisfactory academic progress is also 
removed. Students will be able to drag out their col-
lege education beyond six years. Over the last 30 
years, the statistics show that only 38% of students 
graduate in four years. The 5O or so, most competitive 
colleges have over 90% graduation rate in four years. 
That is because they have many applicants each year 
to fill seats. Getting through college in those colleges 
is much easier than getting in. 

Presently, this reporter is researching each of the 
Community Colleges that largely served the west-
ern part of Massachusetts beginning with Mount 
Wachusett and Greenfield Community Colleges. So 
far, some nice surprises, but some are facing challeng-
es. Each week there will be a profile of the colleges. 

With college costs being so high, does it make 
financial sense to go to a Community College for two 
years and then transfer to as a junior to a four-year 
college?  As is the case to many scenarios…it depends. 
Those will be explored and explained. 

If the reader has personal experience with a 
Community College, as a student or parent in 
Massachusetts or elsewhere, they may email Eric 
Goodhart at barrenews@turley.com.   
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Dear Folks,
This morning has been busy 

and very interesting with the 
great-grandchildren here. 

I have been lying on the 
newspapers under the desk 
watching them. The little one 
has been very busy with all the 
farm animals and farm vehicles.

Suddenly, she sees me and 
comes over to pat my body 
and spies my long tail. Patting 
my body, I could take, but not pulling my tail, so I 
jumped up on the magazine rack beside Missy, who 
was watching the children.

I would have gone up on the back of the couch to 
continue watching, but the older girl was using the 
couch to play with her dolls.

After they were gone, I though I would mess with 
the newspapers, but I didn’t get a chance. As I went 
into the kitchen, I spied Missy’s ball of yarn on the 
dining room floor. She is making some mittens for the 
kids she said yesterday.

I played with that ball quite awhile and ended up 
wrapping it around server chair legs long before Missy 
caught me. Wow, was she mad. I dusted quickly into 
the spare room. 

I know I was wrong hitting that ball of yarn, but 
it was great fun just the same. Then, I decided to 
have my morning nap on the lower closet shelf, but 
there was something on the whole shelf. What to do? 
I reached up my paw and pulled hard on whatever it 
was.

Over it came off the shelf on top of me. It was light 
so I was fine. Next, I went up onto the space I had 
created and pushed the other things off. Hooray, now 
maybe I can have my nap.

I know Missy put a new bag of stuff near the other 
side of the spare room bed yesterday, so after a nice 
rest I will see what is in there. Tune in next week folks 
for the results.

Try to stay healthy in these bad times.

Love,
Gertrude

Adventures of
Gertrude the Cat

By Ruth Robinson

Tell Us What
You Think

Share your thoughts and suggestions 
with our staff and your fellow readers.

Participate in our opinion pages, 
or contact us anytime with your feedback!

Barre Gazette
www.barregazette.turley.com

edowner@turley.com  •  413.967.3505

Your Community Newspaper
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Flowering problems you 
may encounter this spring

My mom called up last night, disappointed that there 
is only one bud in her entire clump of Bearded Iris.  

I am always one to turn a question into a column, so 
why don’t we get to the bottom of my mother’s sparse 
irises and also delve into why some flowers haven’t 
given us the wow factor this spring.

If once upon a time your irises bloomed strong and 
now there is barely a blossom to be seen, chances are 
they are overcrowded. It’s time to divide them and 
replenish their soil.  

In our climate, this should be accomplished every 
three or four years. 

Surprisingly, and unlike most other perennials, divi-
sion of irises should take place in July or August. This 
will give them ample time to take hold in their new 
location prior to the ground freezing.  

If you have no blooms, feel free to get the job done 
now!

At first glance the act of dividing irises may appear 
to be difficult. An overgrown iris patch does look like 
a maze of thick roots, but take heart, the rhizomes are 
shallow rooted and come out of the ground with rela-
tive ease.  

Start digging at the outer edge of the clump, lifting 
as you go. Once the entire clump is removed, rhizomes 
can be pried apart by hand.  

The healthiest “fans” of foliage are those the fur-
thest from the center.  Leave about 2 inches of rhizome 
attached to each fan for replanting.    

If you are changing your site altogether, keep in 
mind that irises need at least six hours of full sun a day 
for optimal flowering. They despise “wet feet,” so plant 

where drainage is good.  
If your soil is lean, compost can be added to richen 

it up. While you’re at it, add a sprinkling of lime as 
well; irises prefer a soil near neutral.  

Dig a shallow hole wide enough to fit the rhizome. 
Make a ridge of soil in the hole for it to sit on so that its 
fibrous roots can hang down.  

The top of the rhizome should be level with the soil 
surface and exposed, not buried.  This goes for bark 
mulch as well; keep it clear or blooms may be sacri-
ficed.  

If your irises hardly flower but aren’t overcrowded 
and are planted where they receive enough sun, assess 
your planting depth and adjust if necessary. 

Many gardeners remarked that their Forsythia didn’t 
usher in spring last month as usual. Very few blossoms 
but lots of green foliage. 

Presently, my Japanese Rose (Kerria japonica), usu-
ally a showstopper, looks just about the same and I hear 
so do some types of Azaleas.  

Why?  I am guessing that the buds were killed by 
the one really cold, minus 17 night.  Sometimes, if we 
have a few inches of snow when temperatures dip, you 
will see blossoms on the forsythia down low, where the 
snow insulated the buds on those low branches. 

Lots of folks are sad when a tulip patch that 
bloomed prolifically the year before, doesn’t do so well 
the year after. Why is that?  

Tulips are bred more for their flowers and less for 
longevity in the garden. Some species are more apt to 
return than others, namely Darwin Hybrids, Emperor, 
and the more diminutive wildflower tulips, Greigii and 
Kaufmanniana among other, less known species.  

Planting at the proper depth (for tulips usually 3 
times the height of the bulb) in a sunny location with 
good drainage will get you off to a good start, and then 
we leave it up to Mother Nature to to ensure adequate 
moisture in late winter/early spring, followed by a dry 
summer.  

Fingers crossed for repeat blooming in year two and 
beyond.  Hoping early flower woes will give way to a 
summer’s worth of flowers.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School  of  Agriculture at  the Universi ty  of 
Massachusetts. For 31 years she has held the position 
of staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have a ques-
tion for her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line. 

Mother’s Day has come and gone and it was fun 
being with my two daughters and my granddaughter 
eating at the King Phillip Restaurant.  

I got to have the fried clams I have been longing 
for and of course there were lots of presents, for sew-
ing projects and for the garden. Also, I got a new rug 
for the front deck. One daughter gives me a different 
design for each season.

My granddaughter is a TikTok makeup artist and 
everywhere we go they want her autograph or a picture 
taking with her as they did at the restaurant.

When we got home we took pictures of the group 
plus a three generation picture.

The gardens are really growing with the hot weath-
er we had this past week. The crab apple tree is at its 
peak. I did pot up some hostas and some other plants 
in case my company wants any.

Here is a recipe for ice cream topping. It is fun to 
make different kinds for the warmer months.

MICROWAVE CARMEL SAUCE
1 cup sugar
2 tablespoons corn syrup
2 tablespoons water
1/8 teaspoon lemon juice
1/2 cup hot heavy cream
1 tablespoon unsalted butter
Stir sugar, corn syrup, water and lemon juice 

together in a 2 cup microwave safe measuring cup or 
glass bowl. Microwave on full power until mixture is 
just beginning to brown, 5 to 8 minutes (depending on 
strength of your microwave).  

Remove caramel from microwave and let it sit on 
dry surface for five minutes or until it darkens to rich 
honey brown. Add hot cream a few tablespoon at a 
time (so caramel won’t seize up), followed by butter. 
Makes one cup.  

This and That
I went to the Senior Citizens plant sale and got 

some pansies, which I planted in various pots and in 
the window box.  

I had my hair cut on Saturday and went to Rural 
Glen Cemetery and trimmed the boxwood shrubs.  
They are really growing each year. I took some of the 
trimmings home to see if I could get them rooted.  I 
love boxwood  for Christmas decorations.

My leg was hurting in the upper muscles as I fell 
in the wooded area looking for Lady Slippers. I used 
a cane to walk with for a couple of days. The problem 
with falling is trying to get up.  

Because of that I did not go to the Rietta Ranch 
Flea Market on Sunday. I’m sure I missed a few bar-
gains, but being with my family was precious.  

I still do not dare put out the house plants as 
Saturday night was close to freezing.  One of the items 
I got for Mother’s Day were four herb plants so I put 
them on the windowsill of the kitchen until I can plant 
them outside in the strawberry jars.  

I noticed there are a lot of blossoms on the apple 
trees and the pear trees. I hope we get some fruit this 
year. The bees have to pollinate the blossoms in order 
to get fruit.

Have a good week. The mosquitoes are out. 

Serenity Hill Sampler
by Jane McCauley

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Parents, Parents, 
GrandparentsGrandparents

& Friends& Friends
SPECIALSPECIAL

2 x 3 AdvertisementWe are offering a great deal for you to celebrate your 
graduate in your community graduation issue.

Submit a photo and a brief message.

2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad
Regular Price $76.00
SPECIAL $55.00

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 24th
EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
tmara@turley.com

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 

Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS   •   24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069   •   413.283.8393

Congratulations
Carrie Smith
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College.

Love Dad. Mom & John

SAMPLE

Honor Your Graduate
HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

CongratulationsCongratulationsThe Select Board after hearing from 
the ACO unanimously reaffirmed the 
decision to order the dog be removed 
or re-homed. The owner has the oppor-
tunity to place the dog in another home 
within ten days of receipt of the order by 
a constable. 

The owner also has the right to 
appeal the Select Board’s decision in 
District Court. 

The ACO said she did not place dogs, 
but she would instead work with a local 
animal shelter such as Second Chance. 

Hearing on Town 
Administrator bylaw

In t e r im  Town  Admin i s t r a to r 
Greg Balukonis presented a draft 
of a proposed bylaw regarding Town 
Administrator’s duties and responsibili-
ties at a public hearing held on Monday. 
He said town counsel looked over the 
bylaw and made some changes, which 
he received earlier in the day. 

Town Counsel said the Department 
of Public Works Commission had juris-

diction of the DPW Superintendent 
under the Act of 1988, which established 
the DPW Commission. The act would 
need to be amended to make any changes 
and not through a town bylaw.

I n t e r i m  Tow n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
Balukonis said the voters would have to 
amend the special act at a town meeting, 
then it would go to the state legislature 
for their approval and finally, signed by 
the governor.

He said an amendment might be 
something for the Select Board and 
DPW Commission to look at. 

Kathlyn Inman, who attended the 
hearing, said Town Counsel at the 
time James Baird, drafted the DPW 
Commission proposal. She said it was 
the intention at review and make changes 
to the original over time.

The bylaw established the Town 
Administrator as Chief Administrative 
Officer and in various sections estab-
lished the Town Administrator duties, 
responsibilities and length of contract 
for three years. Voters at Annual Town 
Meeting would get to vote on the new 
bylaw.

BARRE, 
continued from page 1

Turley Publications Photos by Dallas Gagnon

Shown is friend group Lauren Chaples, Jacquelyn 
Aldrich, Anthony Peck and Nathan Patrick.

Friends Sean Moon, Alec Thompson and Cody 
Ostiguy are shown gathered together before prom.

Dancing the 
night away
Pathfinder seniors 
enjoy star-studded 
prom

Students at Pathfinder Regional 
Vocational Technical High School 
celebrated their senior prom in true 
Hollywood fashion at Zukas Hilltop 
Barn in Spencer, Friday, May 12. 

While the event’s theme was “Starry 
Night,” many students brought sparkle 
with them - some wearing floor length 
sequined gowns with others opted for 
classic silk attire. 

The event was hosted outside under 
an elegant banquet tent, draped with 
string lights to give the evening the 
“starry night” effect.

Hunter Skowyra and Catalina Mudgett 
wear matching teal attire for the event.

Morgan Austin and Jake Luukko are shown smiling 
and in color coordinated attire. 

Miranda Pratt and Nathan Bigda pose 
in red formalwear for the night’s event.

FIN COM, 
continued from page 1

ing $20,000 in the Reserve Fund. 
Sewer and Water

He said water and sewer were part of 
the overall funding. Both are Enterprise 
Accounts and have high retained earn-
ings. Money from those accounts could 
be used to cover some of the costs. 

Union contracts
If the union contracts are negotiat-

ed prior to the June 13 Annual Town 
Meeting, the salary budget numbers 
would be undated. Otherwise, it would 
be necessary to hold a Special Town 
Meeting. All departments are level 
funded pending union contract ratifica-
tion. 

In t e r im  Town  Admin i s t r a to r 
Balukonis said if revenue sources came 
in higher than estimated, the town could 
still raise and appropriate more funds at 
a fall STM before the assessors set the 
tax rate. 

Please Remember to Recycle This Newspaper
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THURSDAY, MAY 18

WEST AFRICAN DRUM WORKSHOP will 
be held on Thursday, May 18 from 7-8 p.m. at the 
Hubbardston Public Library, 7 Main St. Jafar Manselle 
with his performance  group, The Wendell Warriors, 
will teach the workshop. People will learn to play a 
traditional rhythm on West African hand drums and all 
drums and percussion instruments will be provided.

FRIDAY, MAY 19 

PRINCETON ARTS SOCIETY’S ANNUAL 
SPRING SHOW AND SALE will be held today from 
6-8 p.m. with an opening reception and Saturday, May 
20 and Sunday, May 21 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at the 
Princeton Community Center, 206 Worcester Road, 
(Post Office Place), Princeton. The show is free and 
open to the public. All work is by the Society’s mem-
bers, many of whom are award winning artists widely 
recognized in their fields. The show includes works in 
oils, acrylics, watercolors, pastels, photography, and 
more, including three-dimensional works, with subject 
matter as varied as our artists. 

For more information on the Princeton Arts Society, 
people may visit www.princetonarts.org or Facebook 
under Princeton Arts Society.

‘WILLIE WONKA’ presented by the Theatre 
Guild of North Brookfield will take place today and 
Saturday, May 20 at 7:30 p.m and Sunday, May 21 at 2 
p.m. The performances will be held in the auditorium 
at the North Brookfield Elementary School, Oakham 
Road (Route 148), North Brookfield.  Tickets are 
$16for adults and $11 for seniors and students under 
the age of twelve. One dollar for each ticket sold will 

benefit The Friends of the North Brookfield Town 
House for the restoration of the Town House. Tickets 
are available by calling 508- 331-9031 or at the door. 
The performance is supported in part by a grant from 
the North Brookfield Cultural Council, a local agen-
cy which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council.

SATURDAY, MAY 20

BARRE FARMERS MARKET is held every 
Saturday from 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. on the Barre 
Common, Barre. The market runs through October and 
includes farmers, crafters, artisans and more.

TRI-PARISH CHURCH PLANT AND BAKE 
SALE will be held today and tomorrow, Sunday, May 
21 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m., both days,  on the Hardwick 
Common, Hardwick. This popular East Quabbin area 
event will feature traditional, favorite and connoisseur 
perennials, plus selected annuals, heirloom vegetable 
plants and herbs in time for spring planting. There is a 
wonderful variety in plants offered through Inishowen 
Farms of North Brookfield, Stillman’s Farm of New 
Braintree, Chicken Feather Farm of New Braintree, 
as well as Howe’s Farm of New Braintree, Tracie’s 
Greenhouse of Ware, the Hardwick Farmers Co-op 
of Hardwick and private gardens. The popular baked 
potato buffet is returning and a delicious assortment of 
home-baked desserts and breads will also be sold. The 
event is held rain or shine. 

CIRCLE OF SONG CONCERT will be held 
tonight at 7 p.m. in the Barre Town Hall, Exchange 
Street, Barre. Circe of Song is collaborating with 
members of the Quabbin Community Band for two 
numbers, “A West Side Story suite” and “Pilgrim’s 
Chorus” from Tannhauser.

PLANT, YARD SALE AND OPEN HOUSE will 
be sponsored by the Rutland Historical Society today 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. in the Wood House, 232 Main St., 
Rutland. Exhibits will include a tea party theme dis-
playing tea serving pieces from the Bartlett Hotel and 
spring fashions from the 1800s and 1900s.

ASPARAGUS AND FLOWER FESTIVAL will be 
held today from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on the West Brookfield 
Common, West Brookfield.

NORTHEAST SIX SHOOTERS will be at Felton 
Field, Old Coldbrook Road, Barre today from 11 a.m.-
3:30 p.m. Shad Smith Memorial Shoot will be the sec-
ond match of 2024 with a four stage match.

There will be a safety meeting at 10:30 a.m., a 
moment of silence for Shad and first shots at 11 a.m. 
This is an event to celebrate the life of a true cow-
boy. The Six Shooters are looking for youths to help 
out with balloon running. People may email Margo 
Petracone @ westwindfm@aol.com if interested in 
helping. Compensation is offered. Scouts, 4-H, indi-
viduals or groups are welcome.

SUNDAY, MAY 21

23RD ANNUAL WALKATHON CELEBRATION 
by the National Alliance on Mental Illness of Western 
Massachusetts will be held today at 11 a.m. in the 
Stanley Park’s Beveridge Pavilion Annex in Agawam. 
Registration begins at 10 a.m.  The event is suitable 
for all ages and abilities and will directly benefit 
NAMI Western Massachusetts’ continuing efforts to 
help improve the lives of those individuals living with 
mental health conditions and their families. For fur-
ther information, people may call their office at 413-
786-9139 or visit us at www.namiwm.org/events   for 
pledge and sponsorship forms. Volunteers are needed. 

WILDFLOWER WALK AT EVA’S WOODS will 
take place today hosted by East Quabbin Land Trust 
from 10-11:30 a.m., 221 Ware Corner Road, Oakham. 
People are encouraged to bring their plant and wild-
flower books to help build the preserves plant list.

 PIONEER VALLEY BRASS sponsored by the 
First Universalist Parish of North Dana will perform 
today at 2 p.m. in the First Universalist Church of 
Orange. Maureen Riendeau is the Music Coordinator 
for the First Universalist Parish of North Dana.

MONDAY, MAY 22

VETERANS RECOGNITION PROGRAM spon-
sored by the Holden Grange will be held today at 7 
p..m. in the Holden Senior Center, 1130 Main St., 
Holden. All veterans and those presently in the service 
are cordially invited to attend. Veterans in attendance 
will be recognized, along with the branch in which 
they served. Three of the veterans will be awarded 
Quilts of Valor. Lynette Gabrila, Director of Veterans 
Services of Wachusett District, will speak on state 
and federal benefits, eligibility and resources. Gabrila 
serves the communities of Ashburnham, Ashby, 
Gardner, Princeton, and Westminster. All are welcome 
to attend this free event. For more information on the 
evening’s program or the Grange in general, people 
may email holdengrange78@gmail.comor call 508-
886-2341.

STORY TIME will be held at 9:30 a.m. at the 
New Braintree Public Library, 45 Memorial Drive, 
New Braintree. Today’s program will feature “Piglet 
Comes Home” by Melissa Shapiro, DMV. This read-
ing and crafts program for preschool children is held 
twice a month on Mondays at the library. Parental 
supervision is required. People may call the library at 
508-867-7650 during regular hours for more informa-
tion.

QUABBIN COMMUNITY BAND REHEARSALS 
are held tonight from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the Barre 
Town Hall, Exchange Street, Barre and will be 
held every Monday night. People may email Julie 
at julie@mhof.net or call 978-257-1192 or just 
show up at rehearsals. Margaret Reidy is the direc-
tor.

 
TUESDAY, MAY 23

PASTEL WORKSHOP with Greg Maichack will 
take place today from 6-8 p.m. at the Hubbardston 
Pubic Library, 7 Main St., Hubbardston for a new 
program pastel workshop. Participants will create 
a rose on either a square or 12” x 18,” their choice. 
Maichack has been asked over the years to offer a rose 
workshop, the most popular of flowers, and a symbol 
of love. This program is supported in part by a grant 
from the Hubbardston cultural council, a local agency 
which is supported by the Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency. 

Calendar of Events
Where is this?

Turley Publications Photo by Ellenor Downer

This week’s mystery photo is from Rutland. If any readers know where this photo was 
taken, they may email edowner@turley.com or call the Barre Gazette at 413-967-3505, 
extension 100 with their answer by noon on Monday, May 22. The names of those that 
correctly guessed the location will appear in next week’s edition. Stephen Craven, 
James Laramee and Evelyn Luukko correctly identified the photo. Last week’s photo 
was the WWI Memorial on the Common, Petersham.

1 SWIMMING POOLS
108 Main St. (Rt. 32)
South Barre
508-882-3913
978-355-6465

VACATION IN YOUR BACKYARD
Two Types of In-Ground/Above Ground Pools

In-Ground Liner Replacements • Heaters
Service • Chemicals & Supplies • Water Testing

2 INSURANCE

BUSINESS • AUTO • HOME • LIFE
Insurance AgencyMOULTON

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

Ware
143 West Street
413-967-3327

Belchertown
45 N. Main Street
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com

7

2

5

4

3

YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

RELIABLERELIABLE
DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

5 PLUMBING & HEATING

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING NEEDS
SIZEABLE REBATES MAY BE AVAILABLE TO YOU

CALL US TO DISCUSS HEATING EQUIPMENT UPGRADES
www.becplumbing.com

Warren, MA 413-436-0076        Ware, MA 413-967-0076

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

7 HEATING OIL & A/CThree (3) Spot Colors Version
PANTONE Blue 072 C          PANTONE 278 C          PANTONE 485 C          PANTONE 485 C @70%

• FUEL • SERVICE 24/7
• INSTALLATION • AIR CONDITIONING

508•867•7447 • ShermanOil.com
CHECK YOUR A/C TODAY & BEAT THE HEAT!

3 PAINTING & PAPERING

SABLACK
PAINTING & PAPERING

Professional Workmanship
Interior & Exterior • Residential & Commercial

PaPer Hanging • Drywall Service

ceramic Tile

Free eSTimaTeS • Fully inSureD

Warren, MA        (413) 436-7686

ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS HERE ON

Local Home 
Pros

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE

        HOME, YARD, GARAGE6

For All Your Yard, Garden & Garage Needs
Become A Member & Save Money!

Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031
413-477-6913 • www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM; Sat 8AM-4PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

6

4 TREE SERVICE

1

8 CABINET SALES

Kitchen / Bath
Design / Sales / Installation

Call to schedule an appointment
In home or showroom774-366-5517

mitawoodworking@aol.com

We Sell Cabinets

8
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 Panthers fall to 
Tyngsborough

BARRE – Last Wednesday afternoon, 
Quabbin baseball fell at home against 
Tyngsborough 10-3. The defeat dropped the 
Panthers to 0-14 for the regular season.

Photos by Ray Duffy

Nick Warburton reaches up for a throw at first.

Connor Breeds catches a pop fly.

Clinton defeats 
Quabbin softball

Photos by Ray Duffy

Hannah Baxter gets a tag on a runner.

Sydney Giorgi keeps a runner close to first.
Matt Sands gets an easy out.Quabbin takes on Tyngsborough last week.

Last Thursday 
afternoon, Clinton 
put up eight runs 
in the first inning, 
and Quabbin soft-
ba l l  cou ld  no t 
overcome the early 
deficit in a 19-6 
loss in six innings. 
Quabbin had a bit 
of a comeback in 
the third inning 
with four runs, 
but Clinton coun-
tered with five runs 
in the top of the 
fourth. Meaghan 
Doyle had two hits 
and drove in a run 
for the Panthers. 
Sydney Giorgi had 
a big game with a 
pair of home runs 
and three RBI.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

L U D L OW — T h e  U n i t e d 
Women’s Soccer National semi-
final and final matches were held 
at historic Lusitano Stadium in 
Ludlow last July. This year’s 
U.W.S. championship weekend is 
scheduled to take place 3,000 miles 
west in Los Angeles, California.

The New England Mutiny 
players didn’t get to compete for 
the championship trophy on their 
home turf last summer. They’re 
hoping to make the six-hour plane 
ride to the west coast in July.    

The Mutiny didn’t  have 
very much trouble dispatching 
Worcester Fuel FC, 7-1, in the sea-
son opening match before a large 
crowd at Lusitano Stadium, last 
Saturday night.

“All of the players worked 
very hard, and we got the result 
that we wanted,” said Hope 
Santaniello, who graduated from 
Agawam High School in 2021. 
“Our hope for the future is to win 
the championship title this year. 
We really want to bring home the 
trophy for Joe (Ferrara).”

Ferrara, who’s the Mutiny 
General Manager, has put together 
a roster full of talented soccer play-
ers. Santaniello is one of 13 players 
from Western Massachusetts.

Other players from the region 
include Julia Robak (Chicopee), 
Brianna Romaniak (Belchertown), 
Ela Kopec (Ludlow), Alexis 
Legowski (South Hadley), Avery 
Klingensmith (Belchertown), 
Brooke Samborski (Chicopee), 
Calleigh Foley (Ludlow), and 
Sophia Syocurka (Ludlow). 

Foley and Syocurka will be 
juniors on the Ludlow girls var-
sity soccer team in the fall. The 
duo normally play for the academy 
team, but they were called up to the 
U.W.S. team for the season opener.  

Laura Gouvin of Monson is 
also listed on the Mutiny roster. 
She did not play against Worcester.   

Before the start of the regular 
season, Ferrara named Mauricio 
“Toto” Coimbra as the Mutiny 
head coach. 

“Everyone is a little bit ner-
vous before the first game of regu-
lar season, but we got off to a great 

 Girls track in action
BARRE – The Quabbin Regional girls track team hosted Groton-

Dunstable last Wednesday afternoon at home. It was the fourth meet of the 
season for the Panthers. The score and event winners were not reported or 
available at press time.

Mutiny offense
shines in opener

Meaghan Doyle races a throw home.

Pioneers likely to 
make tournament

Photos by David Henry www.sweetodgphotos.com

Brayden Mega tries to avoid a tag.
PALMER –  With an 11-3 

record entering the week, 
Pathfinder baseball is looking 
making tournament in Division 
5 this season. The Pioneers are 
currently ranked No. 23 and 
have a few games this week to 

close out the regular season. The 
Pioneers could also qualify for 
the Western Mass. tournament as 
well, which gets underway next 
week.

Jesse Cygan pitches for 
the Pioneers.

Edward Szosyek makes the 
catch in left.

Photos by Ray Duffy

Ruby Gatulis has room to spare during the pole vault.

Libby Osowsk rounds the 
final bend for the 800 meter.

Brooke Austin passes the 
baton to Marilyn Giese on 
the anchor leg of the 4 by 100 
relay.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Relative 

biological 
effectiveness 
(abbr.)

4. Chinese 
philosophical 
principle

7. Branch
8. Jewish spiritual 

leader
10. Slang for 

requests
12. “So Human An 

Animal” author
13. Rocker Billy
14. British Air Aces
16. Type of tree
17. “Tough Little 

Boys” singer 
Gary

19. State attorneys
20. Goddess of 

fertility
21. Localities
25. Beloved singer 

Charles
26. Clue

27. Ridge of jagged 
rock below sea 
surface

29. Helsinki 
neighborhood

30. Farm resident
31. Ocean
32. Where 

ballplayers 
work

39. Unable to hear
41. Cool!
42. Cape Verde 

capital
43. One point north 

of due east
44. Kilo yard (abbr.)
45. Middle Eastern 

nation
46. It yields Manila 

hemp
48. People operate 

it (abbr.)
49. Regenerate
50. Not healthy
51. Chinese sword
52. Mild expression 

of surprise

CLUES DOWN
1. Unit of angle
2. Headgear to 

control a horse
3. Clots
4. Follows sigma
5. A woman who is 

the superior of 
a group of nuns

6. Greek units of 
weight

8. Radio direction 
finder (abbr.)

9. Systems, 
doctrines, 
theories

11. Stony waste 
matter

14. Bravo! Bravo! 
Bravo!

15. Hostile to 
others

18. U.S. State
19. Not wet
20. Something one 

thinks up
22. Where beer is 

made

23. Clumsy person
24. Belonging to 

us
27. Canadian 

flyers
28. Greek goddess 

of the dawn
29. Snakelike fish
31. Unhappy
32. Fruit
33. Not good
34. Zero degrees 

Celsius
35. Goo Goo Dolls’ 

hit
36. Crawls into the 

head (folklore)
37. Legally 

responsible
38. Move in a 

playful way
39. Regarded with 

deep affection
40. Partner to 

flowed
44. Native 

American tribe
47. Head honcho

start tonight,” said Coimbra, 
who’s a former member of the 
Western Mass. Pioneers. “I’ve 
coached at the youth level, but 
it’s very special to win my first 
game at this level. I think it’s 
going to be a very exciting sea-
son.”    

Coimbra took over the 
coaching duties from Brian 
Linnehan, who was hired as an 
assistant women’s soccer coach 
at Bryant University.       

Coimbra is aided by assis-
tant coaches Jill Kochanek, Ciro 
Viviano, and Federico Molinari, 
who’s also the head coach of the 
Western Mass. Pioneers. 

Santaniello, who’s a for-
ward, scored a pair of goals 
during the first half, which gave 
her team a 2-0 halftime lead. 

During the 24th minute, 
Santaniello lined a shot over the 
head of Worcester Fuel goalie 
Lilliana Mantoni into the back of 
the net. 

About 15 minutes later, Cat 
Berry sent a forward pass into 
the box and Santaniello finished 
off the play by shooting the ball 
into the left corner.       

“I’m very happy for Hope,” 
Coimbra said. “I think she’s a 
great soccer player, and she has a 
very bright future. She shoots the 
ball mainly with her right foot, 
but she scored one of her goals 
in tonight’s match with her left 
foot.”  

After playing soccer for 
two seasons at the University 
of Rhode Island, Santaniello 
has decided to enter the NCAA 
transfer portal. The portal allows 
Division 1 athletes the opportu-
nity to transfer to another school 
without having to sit out a year.     

“ I  d e c i d e d  t o  l e av e 
U.R.I. for personal reasons,” 
Santaniello said. “I just want to 
keep growing as a soccer player. 
In order for me to do that, I felt 
like the best thing was transfer 
to another school. I just want to 
find the right school, which will 
help me get to the next level.”    

Berry, who’s from Hingham, 
will be a senior on the University 
of South Carolina women’s soc-

cer team in September. She’ll 
be heading back to Columbia, 
South Carolina in the middle of 
June to train with her college 
soccer team. 

“Cat is a great soccer player 
and she’s going to have a suc-
cessful career in the future,” 
Coimbra said. “We’re very 
lucky to have her on our team. 
We enjoyed watching her play in 
tonight’s match.”  

Ferrara is hoping that Berry 
will be able to return to Ludlow 
if the Mutiny do make the play-
offs.   

“The atmosphere at the sta-
dium is always great,” Berry 
said. “I just love playing soccer 
with this group of girls. It was a 
great way to start our season.” 

Berry, who’s the fifth all-
time leading goal scorer at the 
University of South Carolina 
with 24 career goals, took over 
the spotlight at the second half. 
She finished last Saturday’s 
match with a total of four 

goals. A couple of her goals 
came on amazing shots that not 
very many goalies would be able 
to stop. 

“We definitely could’ve 
scored a few more goals in the 
first half,” Berry added. “We just 
wanted to come out at the start 
of the second half and put the 
game away. I took advantage 
of my opportunities. Hearing 
the roar of the crowd here at 
Lusitano is very special.”   

Berry, who has two more 
years of eligibility remaining at 
South Carolina, will most likely 
be drafted by a N.W.S.L. team 
after she graduates. 

“Playing at that level is 
something that I’ve dreamed 
about my whole life,” Berry said. 
“It would be awesome to play 
for a professional soccer team in 
the future.” 

Chandler Pedolzky also 
scored a second half goal for 
the Mutiny. Jenna Kalwa, who’s 
the women’s soccer coach at the 

University of Saint Joseph in 
West Hartford, Connecticut, was 
credited with the assist. 

Down at the other end of 
the field, Kopec, who was the 
Mutiny starting goalie, only had 
to make three saves. She was 
replaced in goal by Robak with 
ten minutes remaining in regu-
lation. 

T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e 
Mutiny defensive unit are Sofia 
Weber, Laci Lewis, Megan 
Cunningham, and Kinsman.

“This is just an awesome 
environment to play a soccer 
match,” said Cunningham, who’s 
the Mutiny captain. “We also 
have a lot of returning players 
this year, which is a great thing.”

The Mutiny will be playing 
a couple of road matches before 
returning home to face the 
Albany Rush on June 10. Their 
other two home matches during 
the regular season will be against 
Sporting CT (June 24) and CT 
Rush (July 8).  

MUTINY, 
continued from page 7

Agawam’s Hope Santaniello controls the 
ball.

Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Jenna Kalwa sends a pass forward

Blewett scores the wins 
in modified event

STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT – 
Stafford Speedway hosted the 51st 
Annual NAPA Spring Sizzler on 
Saturday, May 13 with feature events 
for the SK Modified, Late Model, 
and SK Light divisions along with 
two 15-lap last chance qualifiers for 
drivers to earn starting positions in 
the NAPA Spring Sizzler 100-lap 
main event.   Jimmy Blewett scored 
the checkered flag in the 40-lap SK 
Modified feature his second career 
win at Stafford and first since the 
2005 NAPA Fal Final.   Tom Fearn 
was the winner of the 30-lap Late 
Model feature and the SK Light fea-
ture saw a photo finish with Brian 
Sullivan making a last lap pass on 
Tyler Chapman and winning the race 
by inches or .005 seconds.   Matt 
Swanson won the15-lap Last Chance 
Qualifier for the NAPA Spring Sizzler.

In the 40-lap SK Modified® fea-
ture event, Jimmy Blewett led the field 
to the green and he began to set the 
early pace with Michael Christopher, 
Jr. going around Cory DiMatteo to 
take second behind Blewett.   Chris 
Jones was fourth in line in the early 
going with Keith Rocco quickly 
moving from seventh at the start up 
to fifth.   Christopher made a move 
to the inside of Blewett on lap-6 
but wasn’t able to make the pass.   
Christopher then came under attack 
from DiMatteo on lap-7 but he was 
able to hold off that challenge.

With 10 laps complete, the order 
was Blewett in the lead followed 
by Christopher, DiMatteo, Stephen 
Kopcik, and Rocco.   Anthony Bello 
was sixth followed by Jon Puleo, 
Noah Korner, Mikey Flynn, and 
Todd Owen.  Bello was black flagged 
on lap-15 and he had to report to 
pit road for dumping fluid.   David 
Arute was shown the black flag on 
lap-20 for fluid also while Blewett 
and Christopher were still the tow 
lead cars with DiMatteo, Rocco, 

and Kopcik giving chase.   Marcello 
Rufrano was the car on the move 
in the first half of the race, taking 
11th  on lap-22 after starting shotgun 
on the field in 28th.  The caution flew 
with 24 laps complete for a spin by 
Rich Gautreau that collected Rufrano, 
who pulled off the track and behind 
the wall, ending his great run.

Blewett took the lead back under 
green with Christohper in sec-
ond.   Kopcik and DiMatteo were 
wheel to wheel for third place with 
Rocco and Korner right behind 
them.   Kopcik took third on lap-26 
with Rocco taking fourth and Korner 
fifth as DiMatteo slid back to sixth.   
Christopher’s car dropped off the 
pace on lap-29 and he pulled on to pit 
road just as the caution flew for spins 
in turn 4 by Dylan Kopec and Tom 
Bolles.

Blewett took the lead back under 
green with Rocco moving up to sec-
ond, but before a lap could be com-
pleted the caution came out for Rich 
Gautreau, who hit the wall in turn 4.

Blewett  took the elad back 
under green with Rocco in second.   
DiMatteo and Kopcik ran wheel to 
wheel for a lap before DiMatteo got 
clear into third place.   Korner took 
fourth with Kopcik sliding back to 
fifth while up front, Rocco was apply-
ing heavy pressure to Blewett for the 
lead.

Korner’s car dropped off the pace 
on lap-37 and he limped back to pit 
road after running in fourth place.   
This promoted Kopcik to fourth and 
Mikey Flynn to fifth as Blewett was 
still in command over Rocco and 
DiMatteo.   Blewett slowly stretched 
out his advantage over Rocco in 
the closing laps and he picked up 
his second career SK Modified win 
at Stafford, his first since the 2005 
NAPA Fall Final.   Rocco came home 
second with DiMatteo, Kopcik, and 
Flynn rounding out the top-5.

Submitted photo

Jimmy Blewett wins the SK Modified event at Stafford Speedway 
last weekend.

MWCC automotive technician
program receives grant

G A R D N E R  –  M o u n t 
Wachusett Community College 
received the Accelerating 
Massachusetts Automotive 
Future: Producing Electric 
Vehicle Technicians three-year 
grant award in the amount 
of $350,000 focused on the 
education of technicians for 
advanced-technology fields 
that drive the nation’s econo-
my. 

This project will address the 
emerging industry demand for 
technicians skilled in Electronic 
Vehicle  technologies. The 
Mount will utilize funds to 
develop a new Hybrid and EV 
curriculum for an Advanced 
Automotive Technician Hybrid 
and EV certificate and degree 
program. The program will 
build upon existing curric-
ulum focused on combustion 
engines with input from a team 
of management and service pro-
fessionals from local automo-
bile dealerships. This team will 
serve in a co-leadership role in 
the design of the academic pro-
gram, assuring that outcomes 
meet the needs of employers. 

“The rapid transition of the 
automotive industry from tradi-
tional combustion engine vehi-
cles to those with hybrid and 
EV technologies cannot be dis-
puted,” noted MWCC President 

James Vander Hooven. “This 
grant aligns perfectly with our 
mission to meet the education 
and workforce needs of our 
community.”

Over the course of the three 
years of the project, MWCC 
will recruit 40 students into this 
advanced automotive degree 
and certificate program in the 
repair and maintenance of 
Hybrid and Electric Vehicles. 
The project will provide pro-

fessional development for fac-
ulty, equip the program with 
Hybrid and EV training equip-
ment and develop a new state-
of the-art industry led curric-
ulum. Additionally, tools will 
be developed to assess current 
industry workers life experience 
credits. Internship opportuni-
ties and employer partnerships 
will foster student engagement, 
increase engagement and facili-
tate student success. 

The grant also extends 
opportunities to students in 
dual enrollment high school 
programs, providing them the 
opportunity to enroll in the 
entry level Introduction to 
Automotive Technician dual 
credit course.

Principal Investigator Eric 
Almeida and Co-Principal 
Investigator John Pignataro 
will be responsible for the tech-
nical direction of the project. 
Professor Almeida, Assistant 
Professor Pignataro, and Dean 
Veronica Guay spent the past 
year working through the delib-
erative grant development pro-
cess in coordination with the 
MWCC Resource and Strategic 
Initiative Office and with the 
guidance of a mentor in Mentor 
Connect program to make this 
highly competitive grant a real-
ity.

Submitted photo

Eric Almeida is Professor 
a n d  D i r e c t o r  o f 
Automotive Technology 
P ro g r a m s  a t  M o u n t 
Wachusett Community 
College.

Bridgewater 
State
University
graduates
announced

FOXBORO – Bachelor’s 
degrees in the arts, sciences, 
business, and education were 
awarded to approximate-
ly 1,700 graduates during 
Bridgewater State University’s 
182nd Spring Commencement 
Convocation held at Gillette 
Stadium on Saturday, May 13. 

Undergraduate majors 
from the Ricciardi College 
of Business,  College of 
Education and Allied Studies 
and the Bartlett College of 
Science and Mathematics 
were awarded their degrees 
during a morning ceremony 
while students in the College 
of Humanities and Social 
Sciences received their diplo-
mas in the afternoon.

The following local stu-
dents were among the grad-
uates: Rosangeline Fleming 
of Oakham, Trevor Nutt 
of Rutland, Jenna Root of 
Rutland and Brenna Washburn 
of Rutland. 

G A R D N E R  –  M o u n t 
Wachusett Community College 
recognized the achievements 
of its high performing stu-
dents at its annual Evening of 
Excellence award ceremony on 
Thursday, May 11.

“We are here to celebrate 
the achievements that you have 
made both inside and outside of 
the classroom,” President James 
Vander Hooven told students. 
“You have distinguished your-
selves not only as students, but 
as survivors, overcoming the 
challenges of daily life and the 
complexities of the pandem-
ic while delivering exemplary 
academic and extracurricular 

performance. I commend and 
congratulate each of you and 
thank you for making MWCC 
the community of learners it is.”  

Curriculum Awards recipi-
ents were: Criminal Justice 
Transfer – Cole Carignan of 
Hubbardston; Interdisciplinary 
Studies and Allied Health – 
April Rose Pellegrino of West 
Brookfield and Theater Arts 
Track – Samuel J. Gagnon of 
New Braintree.

Judge M. Alan Moore Award 
for Excellence in Writing 
recipient was Maddison Paige 
Willigar of Gilbertville. 

Outstanding Achievement 
Awards recipients were: John 

Burton Award – Nichole M. 
Hazel of Hubbardston and 
Mount Observer Scholarship 
– Maddison Paige Willigar of 
Gilbertville. 

Shannon Caponigro of Barre 
received the Commonwealth 
Honors Scholars which is a 
selective academic program. 

Maddison Paige Willigar 
of Gilbertville received the 
President’s Key, which is tra-
ditionally awarded to the grad-
uating student or students who 
have demonstrated exemplary 
academic performance in their 
programs of study and complet-
ed all of their degree require-
ments here at MWCC.

MWCC holds Excellence Award Ceremony

Mahar 50+ 
Alumni Group 
plans gathering

O R A N G E  –  M a h a r 
50+Alumni Group plans a 
Saturday, Sept. 16 gathering 
for all Mahar graduates from 
1957 to 1973.  

Representatives are still 
needed from the classes of 
1970, 71, 72 and 73.  They 
may emai l  Ker i  Ki lhar t 
a t  gramker i@cloud.com, 
call Muriel Holden at 978-
249-9313 or email Maureen 
Riendeau at mriendeau@mass.
rr.com, if they are interested in 
being a class representative.

So far, plans for the next 
gathering include a catered 
meal at Athol Legion in the 
afternoon of Saturday, Sept. 
16.  More details will be com-
ing later.

ANSWERS PAGE 11
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Church News
Local pastors offer sermons

The Questions Christ 
Asked Part 1 

A close study of the Gospel 
record reveals a three-fold aspect 
to the teaching ministry of 
Christ: 

1) Parables
Jesus often used short, simple 

and memorable stories in order 
to communicate deep spiritu-
al truths. Who can think of the 
teaching of Christ without con-
sidering classics like the Parable 
of the Sower, the Wheat and the 
Tares, the Persistent Widow, the 
Unmerciful Servant, the Good 
Samaritan or the Prodigal Son? 

Do you realize that He is 
recorded to have offered some 
thirty-plus parables in the pages 
of Scripture? Those who engage 
the teachings of Jesus will inevi-
tably be engaged by His timeless 
and timely tales. 

2) Proverbs 
Jesus also often used the 

proverb (i .e. ,  aphorism or 
maxim) during His earthly 
tenure. That is, He used short, 
memorable statements to con-
vey impacting truth. Who can 
think upon the teaching minis-
try of Christ without considering 
“one-liners” like the following?

Luke 6:31
31 “Do to others as you 

would have them do to you.”
Matthew 7:1 
1 “Judge not, lest you be 

judged.”
Matthew 6:33 
33 “. . . seek first the king-

dom of God and his righteous-
ness, and all these things will be 
added to you.”

John 14:6 
6 “I am the way and the truth 

and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.”

I marvel at how much the 
Lord expressed in such a small 
amount of literary real estate!

3) Questions 
Lastly, and of particular 

importance for a new multi-seg-
ment series, the Lord utilized 
questions. As a pastoral leader, 
I often use questions to stimulate 
growth and discovery. In fact, 
queries are an invaluable tool 
when seeking to impart critical 
precepts to a learning audience. 
Accordingly, I am not surprised 
that Jesus often used this device 
to direct people unto spiritual 
truth. 

Thus said, I would like 
to begin a multi-part teaching 
on the questions Jesus asked 
throughout His ministry. I do so 
with the conviction that He con-

tinues to ask such queries of us 
in 2023 and beyond. 

After all, Scripture reveals 
that Christ is the same “yes-
terday and today and forever” 
(Heb. 13:8). In the meantime, 
thank you for taking the time 
to read this edition. Should you 
have any questions, please reach 
out to me using the information 
below. 

Moreover, we would love to 
see you in person in the days 
to come. Feel free to attend 
any of our upcoming services. 
Check us out online at www.
NewLifeBarre.org for more 
information. 

Pastor James Foley
New Life Assembly of God 
60 Main St., South Barre
jamesfoley@newlifebarre.org 
978-355-6407

Sixth Sunday of 
Easter 

Mothers’ Day
“You will never be alone.”
Our services can be found on 

our website at www.barrechurch.
com 

Scripture Reading
John 14 v 15 -21

1. Introduction
In our busy lives many of 

us sometimes feel the need to 
retreat into our own spaces, recu-
perating, and renewing our ener-
gies, and maybe doing some-
thing we love to do without the 
noise from outside. Choosing to 
be alone is something we do for 
ourselves and is therefore not the 
result of the lack of connection 
with others. It is however the 
case that many people among 
us may feel alone because they 
lack connection with others 
for various reasons. That kind 
of alone feeling cannot be good 
for anyone, especially when it 
leads to feelings of loneliness 
and depression and ultimately 
despair.

Jesus knew all too well what 
it meant to have important con-
nections and close relationships 
with others. Apart from His min-
istry, He developed an intimate 
relationship with His disciples 
during His earthly dwelling. He 
spent a good deal of time with 
them, visiting their homes, eat-
ing together, having conversa-
tions together while walking 
in the fields, fishing together, 
and praying together. All these 

things, but especially His pres-
ence with them, made them feel 
connected with Him in a very 
special way.

2. Jesus understands when we 
feel alone

Jesus also understood what 
it meant to be alone, and to feel 
lonely. That is why, in these fare-
well discussions in the Gospel 
of John, He used words such as, 
“Do not let your hearts be trou-
bled. Trust in God; trust also in 
Me”, and “I will not leave you 
alone”. But more, He introduced 
the kind of love and compassion 
to His disciples that is beyond 
the human capacity to love and 
be together. His divine presence 
and message of eternal hope 
made  them feel safe, comforted, 
and fulfilled, so much more than 
the lives with their own families 
and friends.

3. The Spirit of Truth
Jesus knew His physical 

departure would leave his fol-
lowers with a vacuum that could 
not be filled by any of their fel-
low disciples, or the crowds who 
had joined them, or their own 
families. Because of that, He 
now shares with them in verse 
16 the request He will make to 
God to give them another Divine 
Being to be with them, the 
Spirit of Truth. This Counselor 
will be with them forever, will 
never leave them, and will guide 
them into all the truth, just as 
He, Jesus had been God’s truth, 
and God’s Being with them. 
This Spirit of Truth would be 
His Spirit, and the Spirit of God. 
They will now have the One 
Triune God with them always, 
living inside of them, and filling 
the holes in their lives, the holes 
of loneliness bringing them 
comfort and peace, and guiding 
them in everything they were to 
embark on.

The Spirit of Truth would 
also reveal the truth about God 
for a world that needs the divine 
truth of love, peace, and forgive-
ness, in the face of untruths and 
lies, violence and exile. They, 
the disciples would become 
powerful, living testimonies of 
this truth in their ministry of the 
word. Jesus’ departure will, as 
one theologian describes, “mag-
nify His presence and work 
among them through the Spirit.”

4. Conclusion: We are never 
alone

Today, we are grateful for the 
many interventions and services 
available to those who need 
support for their emotional and 
mental well-being. We as chil-

dren of God, and as the church 
of Christ are called to have dis-
cerning hearts to see and hear 
when someone feels lonely, and 
even in despair. We are called 
to love God and love our neigh-
bors as ourselves and be there 
for them. Some of us might be 
more in tune with these messag-
es coming to us than others. 

But even in our being there 
for others, our outreach cannot 
always resolve their feelings 
of loneliness. Therefore, as the 
church of Christ we are remind-
ed that on the Day of Pentecost, 
the Spirit of God, which was 
promised by Christ, came down 
and filled the lives of those gath-
ered in ways they never expect-
ed. They experienced how the 
power of God’s presence over-
came their loneliness and despair 
and set them on a path filled 
with glory as they ministered the 
word of Christ to the world of 
their time. 

This same Spirit of God 
is with us, among us to bring 
us out of our own situations of 
loneliness, feelings of loneliness 
and despair. The Spirit of God 
wants to rescue and lift us up 
and fill us with an inner peace, 
fulfillment and joy no other 
human being or earthly goods, 
can do. The Spirit wants to fill 
us, so we will be messengers of 
the truth of God in our time – the 
truth of real peace and comfort 
to face what we are dealing with 
today, loneliness and despair, 
and mental health problems, and 
anger, hate, and violence.

On this Mothers’ Day espe-
cially the Spirit of God wants 
to be a special presence in 
the lives of our mothers, and 
women, to bless them abun-
dantly with these gifts of the 
Spirit. For those who miss your 
mothers, and special women in 
your lives, my prayer is that the 
Spirit of God will do the same 
for you, bring you comfort and 
peace. This is also a call to our 
mothers and women to renew 
our commitment to God in love 
and obedience of God’s com-
mandments. May this message 
be a reminder for all of us that 
we are never really alone in 
this life, if we open our hearts 
for the Spirit of the Living God 
to enter our beings and be our 
companion day in and day out 
until the end of our days. 

Amen

Pastor Margaret Keyser
Barre Congregational Church
30 Park St., Barre

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Barre Gazette

Ricky Mansfield
Director

Richard Mansfield
Director

1158 Main Street
Holden

508.829.4434

100 Worcester Road
Sterling

978.422.0100

800-983-4434
w w w. m i l e s f u n e r a l h o m e . c o m

Nationally recognized as a 
Selected Independent Funeral Home

with the highest ethical and 
professional standards.BBB Award Recipient

               Funeral Homes
Honoring Lives ~ Celebrating Memories

Family Owned and Operated

Pioneer Valley Brass to
perform Sunday, May 21

ORANGE – The First Universalist 
Parish of North Dana will sponsor a 
free public concert performed by the 
Pioneer Valley Brass on Sunday, May 
21, at 2 p.m. in First Universalist 
Church of Orange.  

The program is the 801st in a 
series of memorial services provided 
by funds from the First Universalist 
Parish of North Dana, which was 
forced to Leave North Dana around 
1930 for the creation of the Quabbin 
Reservoir to provide drinking water 

for Boston. Funds from a trust set up 
by sisters Catherine Mason and Mary 
Hale provide musical services to 
churches and nursing homes through-
out the Quabbin area

The First Universalist Parish of 
North Dana will also sponsor the 
Pioneer Valley Brass in New Salem 
at the Swift River Valley Historical 
Society on Sunday, July 23 at 2 p.m.  
Maureen Riendeau is the Music 
Coordinator for the First Universalist 
Parish of North Dana.

Tri-Parish Community Church 
to hold plant, bake, tag, craft sale 
May 20 and 21

HARDWICK –  Tr i -Par i sh 
Community Church will hold their 
annual plant, bake, tag and craft sale 
on Saturday, May 20 and Sunday, 
May 21 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. on the 
Common, Hardwick. 

There will be flow-
ering plants, vegetable 
plants, homemade baked 
goods, home crafted 
goods, and tag sale trea-
sures.

Plants include peren-
nials and annuals from 
a variety of vendors 
including Inishowen Farm, Chicken 
Feather Farm, Howe’s Farm and 
Garden, Tracie’s Greenhouse and 

the Hardwick Farmers Co-Op, along 
with the ever-popular “home grown 
lovelies” and vegetable plants from 
Stillman’s Farm. 

Homemade cookies,  cakes, 
breads, and a baked 
potato bar will also be 
available both days.  
There will be a brief 
prayer service Sunday 
at 9:30 a.m. on the 
H a r d w i c k  C o m m o n 
in lieu of the 10 a.m. 
Sunday worship service 
at the Gilbertville Stone 

Church.
All are welcome. This is a rain or 

shine event.

for re-election for a three-year term 
on Board of Health, received the most 
votes with 57.  Other candidates elect-
ed were Emily J. Glidden to a one-
year term as Library Trustee with 55 
votes; Walter H. Nutter, incumbent, 
for a three-year term on the Quabbin 

Regional School District Committee 
with 55 votes and Dennis M. Bergin, 
incumbent, for a three-year term as 
Moderator with 54 votes. 

Lisa D. Huntington, candidate for 
re-election, won a five-year term on 
the Planning Board with 52 votes.  A 
two-year term as Constable to fill a 
vacancy did not have a candidate and 
failed to receive enough write-in votes. 

OAKHAM, 
continued from page 1

Obituary
Alden Brodmerkle, 89

OAKHAM –  Alden  Wayne 
Brodmerkle, 89, of Oakham passed 
away at home on Friday, May 5, 2023. 
He was born on Aug. 8, 1933 to the 
late Richard and Helen (Fessenden) 
Brodmerkle. 

He will forever be missed by 
his wife of 67 years, Virginia 
(Rutherford) Brodmerkle of Oakham. 
Alden will be mourned by his chil-
dren: Alden Brodmerkle Jr. of New 
Braintree, Barbara Brodmerkle of 
New Mexico, Margaret Brodmerkle 
of Oakham and Richard Brodmerkle 
of Oakham. Alden is also survived by 
his grandchildren, Susanna, Kenneth, 
Joseph and John and great-grandchil-
dren Octavia and Koen. 

In addition to his parents, Alden is 
predeceased by his brother, Norman 
Brodmerkle of Barre. 

Alden was a workaholic, includ-

ing working as a truck driver for 
construction and owning his own 
sawmill. He also loved to read any-
thing he could get his hands on and 
enjoyed traveling to visit family in 
Colorado, Kansas and New Mexico. 

Varnum Funeral Home, Inc., 43 
East Main St., in West Brookfield 
is assisting his family with arrange-
ments. Services will be private and 
held at the convenience of the family. 

An online guest book is available 
by visiting varnumfuneralhome.com.  

Brodmerkle, Alden Wayne
Died May 5, 2023

Services are private

DEATH NOTICE

Red Cross seeks blood donations
MEDFORD – The American Red 

Cross asks the public to give blood 
or platelets during Trauma Awareness 
Month in May to keep hospitals 
prepared for all transfusion needs, 
including emergencies. Type O neg-
ative blood donors are especially 
needed right now. Type O negative 
is the universal blood type and what 
emergency room personnel reach for 
when there is no time to determine a 
patient’s blood type in the most seri-
ous situations. Type O positive blood 
is the most used blood type because 
it can be transfused to Rh-positive 
patients of any blood type. 

In thanks, all, who come to give 
now through May 19, will receive 
a $10 e-gift card to a merchant of 
choice. Plus, May 1-31, those, who 
come to give, will be automatical-
ly entered for a chance to win a trip 
for two to the 2023 MLB® All-Star 
Game® in Seattle. Additionally, those 
who come to give May 20-31 will 
receive an exclusive Red Cross beach 
towel, while supplies last.

Upcoming blood donation oppor-
tunities at Worcester Blood Donation 
Center, 381 Plantation St., Worcester 
include: Thursday, May 18 from 
11:15 a.m.-6:30 p.m.; Friday, May 19 
from 8:15 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Saturday, 
May 20 from 8:15 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; 

Sunday, May 21 from 8:15 a.m.-3:30 
p.m.; Monday, May 22 from noon-
7:15 p.m.; Tuesday, May 23 from 
noon-7:15 p.m.; Wednesday, May 
24 from noon-7:15 p.m.; Thursday, 
May 25 from 11:15 a.m.-6:30 p.m.; 
Friday, May 26 from 8:15 a.m.-3:30 
p.m.; Saturday, May 27 from 8:15 
a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Sunday, May 28 from 
8:15 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Monday, May 29 
from 8:15 a.m.-3:30 p.m., Tuesday, 
May 30 from noon-7:15 p.m. and 
Wednesday, May, 31 from noon-7:15 
p.m.

To make an appointment, sim-
ply download the American Red 
Cross Blood Donor App, visit 
RedCrossBlood.org, call 1-800-RED 
CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or enable 
the Blood Donor Skill on any Alexa 
Echo device to make an appointment 
or for more information. A blood 
donor card or driver’s license or 
two other forms of identification are 
required at check-in. Individuals who 
are 17 years of age in most states 
(16 with parental consent where 
allowed by state law), weigh at least 
110 pounds and are in generally good 
health may be eligible to donate 
blood. High school students and other 
donors 18 years of age and younger 
also have to meet certain height and 
weight requirements.
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During the weeks of May 1-15, 
the Hardwick/New Braintree Police 
Department responded to 95 build-
ing/property checks, 91 directed/area 
patrols, 12 traffic controls, 21 emer-
gency 911 calls, 12 radar assignments, 
seven citizen assists, four assist other 
agencies, three complaints, one fraud, 
three fires, one trespass, one unat-
tended death, three investigations, two 
safety hazards, three motor vehicle 
investigation, four animal calls and 
three motor vehicle stops in the town 
of Hardwick.

Monday, May 1
1:48 p.m. Assist Citizen, Fleming 

Road, Spoken To
2:07 p.m. Suspicious Activity, 

Church Street, Spoken To

Tuesday, May 2
11:21 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Sull ivan Avenue, Transported to 
Hospital

1:38 p.m. Assist Citizen, Cleveland 
Road, No Action Required

2:39 p.m. 911 Complaint/Motor 
Vehicle Operations, Barre Road, 
Taken/Referred to Other Agency

3:45 p.m. Complaint, Ruggles Hill 
Road, Unknown Outcome

6:30 p.m. Fraud, Muddy Brook 
Road, Report Taken

Wednesday, May 3
4 : 0 5  p . m .  M o t o r  Ve h i c l e 

Investigation, Ridge Road, Investigated
5:45 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Greenwich Road, Transported to 
Hospital

7:19 p.m. Safety Hazard, Hardwick 
Road, Officer Handled

Thursday, May 4
1:28 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Sullivan Avenue, Checked/Secured
5:24 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Broad Street, Transported to Hospital

Friday, May 5
5:08 p.m. 911 Misdial, Barre Road, 

Officer Handled

Saturday, May 6
8:21 a.m. Assist Citizen, Main 

Street, Spoken To
11:10 p.m. Gunshots, Petersham 

Road, Negative Contact

Sunday, May 7
5:39 a.m. 911 Unattended Death, 

Lower Road, Investigated
1:48 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Main Street, Transported to Hospital
5:51 p.m. Complaint, Grove Street, 

Officer Handled
10:07 p.m. Fire, Ruggles Hill Road, 

Negative Contact

Monday, May 8
8:06 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Main Street, Transported to Hospital
8:57 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Charity Hill Road, Transported to 
Hospital

5:12 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 
Old Petersham Road, Transported to 
Hospital

Tuesday, May 9
10:04 a.m. Investigation, North 

Street, Services Rendered

Wednesday, May 10
1 2 : 4 0  a . m .  M o t o r  Ve h i c l e 

Invest igat ion, Petersham Road, 
Investigated

10:47 a.m. Assist Citizen, Main 
Street, Spoken To

1:35 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 
Church Street, Transported to Hospital

2:26 p.m. Fire,  Barre Road, 
Extinguished

Thursday, May 11
12:27 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Fiske Road, Transported to Hospital
1:11 p.m. 911 Misdial, Barre Road, 

Dispatch Handled
3:37 p.m. 911 Fire/Other, Prospect 

Street, Investigated
4:28 p.m. 911 Misdial, Church 

Lane, Negative Contact
5:49 p.m. 911 Disturbance, Church 

Street, Negative Contact
6:14 p.m. Assist Citizen, Barre 

Road, Officer Handled

Friday, May 12
4:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Hardwick Road, Citation Issued
5:48 p.m. Investigation, Gaudet 

Road, Officer Handled

Saturday, May 13
9:48 a.m. Assist Citizen, Police 

Department, Officer Handled
5 : 2 2  p . m .  M o t o r  Ve h i c l e 

Investigation, Barre Road, Investigated
5:33 p.m. Trespass, Lower Road, 

Services Rendered

Sunday, May 14
12:52 p.m. Assist Citizen, Parker 

Court, Officer Handled
3:53 p.m. 911 Safety Hazard, 

Petersham Road, Removed Hazard
4:03 p.m. 911 Lockout, Greenwich 

Road, Services Rendered
5:08 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Hardwick Road, Transported to 
Hospital

6:06 p.m. 911 Misdial, Broad Street, 
Spoken To

Hardwick Police Log

During the weeks of May 1-15, 
the Hardwick/New Braintree Police 
Department responded to 21 build-
ing/property checks, 68 directed/area 
patrols, six traffic controls, 14 radar 
assignments, one fire, eight citizen 
assists, two complaints, one scam, one 
identity theft, 10 emergency 911 calls, 
one motor vehicle investigation, one 
safety hazard, three animal calls and 
three motor vehicle stops in the town of 
New Braintree.

Monday, May 1
1:44 p.m. Complaint/Motor Vehicle 

Operations, Barre Road, Spoken To
4:33 p.m. Assist Citizen, Memoria 

Drive, Officer Handled

Tuesday, May 2
9:21 a.m. Assist Citizen, Memorial 

Drive, Services Rendered

Wednesday, May 3
10:56 a.m. Scam, Charles Lane 

Road, Report Taken
4:10 p.m. 911 Fire/Other, Barre 

Road, Services Rendered

Friday, May 5
10:33 a.m. Identity Theft, Ware 

Road, Report Taken
11:56 a.m. Assist Citizen, Unknown, 

Dispatch Handled

Saturday, May 6
5:02 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Old 

Turnpike Road, Written Warning
6:48 a.m. Assist Citizen, Memorial 

Drive, Services Rendered
1 : 3 9  p . m .  M o t o r  Ve h i c l e 

Investigation, West Brookfield Road, 
Investigated

6:48 p.m. 911 Hang-up/Abandoned, 
West Brookfield Road, Officer Handled

Sunday, May 7
1 2 : 2 8  p . m .  9 11  H a n g - u p /

Abandoned, Barre Road, Transferred 
Call to C3

6:28 p.m. Assist Citizen, Dennis 
Whitney Road, Services Rendered

Monday, May 8
10:08 a.m. Assist Citizen, Memorial 

Drive, Officer Handled

Tuesday, May 9
6;59 p.m. Assist Citizen, Cemetery 

Road, Spoken To

Thursday, May 11
12:22 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Oakham Road, Transported to Hospital
7:18 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Wine Road, Transported to Hospital
9:44 p.m. Gunshots, Worcester 

Road, Negative Contact

Friday, May 12
4:13 p.m. 911 Misdial, Barre Road, 

Negative Contact
4:36 p.m. 911 Hang-up/Abandoned, 

Hardwick Road, No Action Required
8:35 p.m. 911 Gunshots, Prouty 

Road, Officer Handled

Saturday, May 13
10 :22  a .m .  Ass i s t  C i t i zen , 

Worcester Road, Spoken To
10:46 a.m. Complaint/Motor Vehicle 

Operations, Gilbertville Road, Report 
Taken

2:28 p.m. 911 Misdial, Barre Road, 
Officer Handled

9 : 4 0  p . m .  S a f e t y  H a z a r d , 
Gilbertville Road, Removed Hazard

Monday, May 15
7:57 a.m. 911 Misdial ,  West 

Brookfield Road, Spoken To

New Braintree Police Log

BARRE 
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING
The Barre Planning 

Board will hold a pub-
lic hearing on Tuesday, 
June 6, 2023 at 7:45 
p.m. at the Henry Woods 
Building, 40 West Street, 
Selectmen Meeting Room, 
floor 1, requested by 
Caruso Construction Corp 
to amend the Code of the 
Town of Barre, Zoning 
140, Town of Barre Zoning 
Bylaw and the Zoning 
Map incorporated therein 
by reference, by chang-
ing the zoning district of 
land on the Northwesterly 
side of South Street, con-
sisting of land owned 
by Caruso Construction 
Corp. as recorded with the 
Worcester District Registry 
of Deeds in Book 68670, 
Page 115 and being a por-
tion of Assessors Map 51E 
and as shown as the shad-
ed area on plan, from what 
is currently designated as 
“R-80 Rural Residence 
District”, to “R-20 General 
Residence District”.

A copy of which is 
on file with the Planning 
Board Office. Anyone 
wishing to comment on 
this matter should attend 
the hearing or submit com-
ments in writing prior to 
the hearing to the Planning 
Board. 

Floyd Kelley, Chairman
05/11, 05/18/2023  

Town of Barre
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE
FISCAL 2024 
Budget Review

The Town of Barre 
Finance Committee will 
hold a public hearing on 
the fiscal year 2024 bud-
get to be considered by 
the Annual Town Meeting. 
The hearing will take place 
on Tuesday, May 23, 2023 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Barre 
Senior Center, 557 South 
Barre Road. The public is 
invited to attend.
05/18/2023

LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue of and in 

execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a 
certain mortgage given 
by Stanley L. Gutowski 
and Julia R. Gutowski 
to Mortgage Electronic 
Registrat ion Systems, 
Inc., as mortgagee, acting 
solely as a nominee for 
Virtualbank, a Division 
of Lydian Private Bank, 
dated February 3, 2006 
and recorded in Worcester 
County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in 
Book 38407, Page 7 (the 
“Mortgage”), of which 
mortgage Wilmington 
Savings Fund Society, FSB, 
not in its individual capac-
ity, but solely as owner 
trustee for CSMC 2018-
RPL6 Trust is the pres-
ent holder by Assignment 
from Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., 
as mortgagee, as nominee 
for Virtualbank, a Division 
Lydian Private Bank, its 
successors and assigns to 
Wilmington Savings Fund 
Society, FSB, not in its 
individual capacity, but 
solely as owner Trustee for 
CSMC 2018-RPL6 Trust 
dated January 27, 2021 and 
recorded at said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 64382, Page 
204, and Foreclosure Deed 
from Wilmington Savings 
Fund Society, FSB, not in 
its individual capacity, but 
solely as owner Trustee for 
CSMC 2018-RPL6 Trust 
to Wilmington Savings 
Fund Society, FSB, not in 
its individual capacity, but 
solely as owner Trustee 
for CSMC 2018-RPL6 
Trust dated November 
3, 2021 and recorded at 
said Registry of Deeds in 
Book 66822, Page 334, 
for breach of conditions of 
said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing the 
same, the mortgaged prem-
ises located at 453 South 
Road, Oakham, MA 01068 
will be sold at a Public 
Auction at 12:00  PM on 
May 30, 2023, at the mort-
gaged premises, more par-
ticularly described below, 
all and singular the prem-
ises described in said mort-
gage, to wit:

The land In Oakham, 

Wo r c e s t e r  C o u n t y , 
Massachusetts being a cer-
tain parcel of land with the 
buildings thereon situated 
on South Road, and bound-
ed and described as fol-
lows:

BEGINNING at the 
southeasterly corner there-
of on the northerly side of 
the road leading from New 
Braintree to Worcester;

THENCE northerly by 
land formerly of Roland 
Winter and a stone wall 322 
feet, more or less, to a stake 
in said stone wall;

THENCE westerly by 
another stone wall 566 feet, 
more or less, to a stake in 
said stone wall;

THENCE southerly 
by another stone wall 180 
feet, more or less, to stake 
in said stone wall at the 
New Braintree  - Worcester 
Road;

T H E N C E  e a s t e r l y 
by said New Braintree - 
Worcester Road 646 feet, 
more or less, to the place of 
beginning.

Subject to a right of way 
from the New Braintree - 
Worcester Road at a north-
erly direction about 200 
feet to the opening in a 
stone wall at the northerly 
line of the above described 
parcel.  Said right of way 
is over the present traveled 
way about 12 feet in width, 
the easterly line of which 
about 25 feet westerly of 
the west side of the house 
on the above described 
premises.

B E I N G  t h e  s a m e 
premises conveyed to the 
Grantors by deed dated 
June 28, 2001 and recorded 
with the Worcester District 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
24453 Page 12.

E X C E P T I N G 
THEREFROM

Land on the northeast-
erly side of South Road 
in Oakham, being shown 
as Parcel A on a plan enti-
tled “Plan of Land located 
on South Road, Oakham, 
Mass, prepared for D. A. 
Robinson Contracting, 
Inc., Owned by Stanley 
L. and Julia R. Gutowski, 
453 South Road, Oakham, 
MA, October 20, 2003” 
and which plan is recorded 
with the Worcester District 
Registry of Deeds in Plan 
Book 808, Plan 32 and 
which Parcel A is more 
particularly bounded and 
described as follows:

BEGINNING at an iron 
pin set in the intersection 
of stone walls in the north-
easterly line of South Road 
other land of William B. 
and Maura J. Herrick;

THENCE N. 07 degrees 
55’ 37” E., 175.49 feet 
along said Herrick land to 
an iron pin set;

THENCE S. 02 degrees 
47’ 35” E., 114.56 feet 
along Gutowski land to an 
iron pin set in a stone wall 
in the northeasterly line of 
South Road;

THENCE N. 47 degrees 
47’ 35” W., 25.79 feet 
along a stone wall along 
the northeasterly side South 
Road to the point begin-
ning.

Containing 1,045.00 
square feet.

Being a portion of the 
premises conveyed to 
Stanley L. Gutowski and 
Julia R. Gutowski by deed 
of Richard J. Paquette and 
Mary Kay Paquette dated 
July 30, 2002 and recorded 
with the Worcester District 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
27173, Page 25.

For mortgagor’s title 
see deed recorded with 
the Worcester County 
( Wo r c e s t e r  D i s t r i c t ) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
27173, Page 25.

The premises will be 
sold subject to any and 
all unpaid taxes and other 
municipal assessments and 
liens, and subject to prior 
liens or other enforceable 
encumbrances of record 
entitled to precedence over 
this mortgage, and subject 
to and with the benefit of 
all easements, restrictions, 
reservations and conditions 
of record and subject to all 
tenancies and/or rights of 
parties in possession.

Terms of the Sale:  
Cashier’s or certified check 
in the sum of $5,000.00 as 
a deposit must be shown at 
the time and place of the 
sale in order to qualify as a 
bidder (the mortgage hold-
er and its designee(s) are 
exempt from this require-

ment); high bidder to sign 
written Memorandum of 
Sale upon acceptance of 
bid; balance of purchase 
price payable by certi-
fied check in thirty (30) 
days from the date of the 
sale at the offices of mort-
gagee’s attorney, Korde 
& Associates, P.C., 900 
Chelmsford Street, Suite 
3102, Lowell, MA or such 
other time as may be des-
ignated by mortgagee.  The 
description for the premises 
contained in said mortgage 
shall control in the event of 
a typographical error in this 
publication.

Other  terms to  be 
announced at the sale.

Wilmington Savings 
Fund Society, FSB, not in 
its individual capacity, but 
solely as owner trustee for 
CSMC 2018-RPL6 Trust

Korde & Associates, P.C.
900 Chelmsford Street

Suite 3102
Lowell, MA 01851

(978) 256-1500
Gutowski, Stanley L. 
& Julia R. Gutowski, 

20-037757
05/04, 05/11, 05/18/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family 

Court
Worcester Division

Docket No. WO23P1673E
Estate of: 

Robert L Lajoie
Date of Death: 
March 13, 2023 

NOTICE OF 
INFORMAL PROBATE 

G.L. c. 1908, § 3-306
To all persons who 

have or may have some 
interest in the above-cap-
tioned estate and, if inter-
ested, to the Office of the 
Attorney General and the 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs, notice is hereby 
given on May 16, 2023 

Lisa  J  Lajo ie  o f 
Oakham, MA

intends to file with the 
above-named Probate and 
Family Court, not sooner 
than seven (7) days after 
this notice, a Petition for 
Informal Appointment of 
Personal Representative, to 
serve without surety on the 
bond.

The estate is being 
administered under infor-
mal procedure by the 
Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts 
Uniform Probate Code 
without supervision by 
the Court. Inventory and 
accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, 
but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regarding 
the administration from the 
Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to 
the estate, including dis-
tribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are enti-
tled to petition the Court 
to institute formal proceed-
ings and to obtain orders 
terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. 
A copy of the Petition and 
Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
05/18/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

 Worcester Probate and 
Family Court

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608

(508)831-2200
Docket No. 

WO23P1614EA
Estate of: 

Mary E. Rouille
Date of Death: 01/12/2023

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Adjudication of Intestacy 
and Appointment  of 
Personal Representative 
has been filed by Linda J. 
Cobb of Attleboro MA 
requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that :  Linda J.  Cobb 
of  Att leboro MA be 
appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said 

estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in 
unsupervised administra-
tion.
IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right 
to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object 
to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
06/13/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit 
of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken 
without further notice to 
you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are 
entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may 
petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the 
estate, including the dis-
tribution of assets and 
expenses of administra-
tion.

WITNESS, Hon. Leilah 
A Keamy, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: May 09, 2023

Stephanie Fattman
Register of Probate

05/18/2023

 New Braintree 
Property Inspections to 

Resume
The Board of Assessors 

in  the  town of  New 
Braintree announces that 
Patrick J. Harring, MAA, 
a specialist in residential, 
commercial, industrial, and 
personal property will con-
duct a portion of property 
inspections throughout the 
town during the months of 
May – September. The pur-
pose of the cyclical visits is 
to enable the New Braintree 
Assessors to maintain qual-
ity and current data regard-
ing the condition of New 
Braintree properties. An 
exterior inspection includes 
the measurement of the 
building(s). An interior 
inspection is necessary to 
assure accurate and equita-
ble assessment. It is hoped 
that residents will be aware 
the Mr. Harring may be 
visiting their properties. If 
there are any questions or 
concerns, please contact the 
Assessors Office at 508-
867-2071, extension 103 
or assessors@newbraintree.
org.
05/18, 05/25/2023

BARRE 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING
The Barre Planning 

Board will hold a public 
hearing on Tuesday, June 
6, 2023 at  7:30 p.m. in the 
Henry Woods Municipal 
Building, 40 West Street, 
Select Board Meeting 
Room – 1st Floor, Barre, 
MA to see if the Town will 
vote to amend the Code of 
the Town of Barre, Zoning, 
Chapter 140, to include 
Rural Siting Principles.

A copy of which is 
on file with the Planning 
Board Office. Anyone 
wishing to comment on this 
matter should attend the 
public hearing or submit 
comments in writing prior 
to the public hearing to the 
Planning Board. 

Floyd Kelley
Chairman

05/11; 05/18/2023

See more legals 
on page 11

Public Notices Public Safety

decisions concerning the water-
shed. 

“The average Boston house-
hold goes through 41 gallons of 
water a day,” said Saunders. The 
actual impact to ratepayers would 
be equal to 6 cents per month. 

State Sen. Anne Gobi added 
another dimension to the Quabbin 
story. She cautioned that although 
there were four towns totally 
erased to make the reservoir in 
order to “help quench Boston’s 
thirst,” she said that the creation of 
the Quabbin tends to overshadow 
other aspects of the region’s histo-
ry such as the Ware River. 

Tapping into her earlier life as 
a history teacher, Gobi relished in 
the details. She recounted how in 
1926 the Ware River Act did not 
submerge or disincorporate towns, 
but rather several towns lost huge 
amounts of land to watershed pro-
tection. 

“Rut land los t  nor th  and 
west Rutland,” said Gobi. “And 
Oakham lost its main business 
area which was in the vanquished 
village of Coldbrook Springs.”  

All of those towns had post 
offices, mills, hotels, and busi-
nesses. Farmers also lost their land 
and with lives totally disrupted 
had to move elsewhere. 

In 1995 local people formed an 
advisory committee to talk about 
what mattered to them. They start-
ed to meet two years later. But 
some groups quit while others 
assumed active roles. 

Gobi’s proposed bill aims to 
remove groups that no longer exist 
and add three more active play-
ers such as a snowmobile associa-
tion, a local equestrian group, and 
the New England Mountain Bike 
Association.

The most impassioned call 
for reparations in the form of fair 
compensation to the  long-suf-
fering communities came from 
state Sen. Joanne Comerford who 

encapsulated in an unbelievable 
three minutes the history of the 
Quabbin Reservoir. 

She explained how in 1893 
the Massachusetts Department 
of Health was concerned for 
the sustainability of its port and 
major city, and sought sources of 
water for Boston. First they con-
sidered Lake Winnipesaukee in 
New Hampshire, Sebago Lake in 
Maine, and the Merrimack and 
Nashua rivers, but ultimately 
decided to take water from the 
Ware River and create a massive 
reservoir in what was then known 
as the Swift River Valley, largely 
underwater now.

The rest is history and today 
eastern Massachusetts uses 200 
million gallons a day from the 
Quabbin, and some three million 
people in the commonwealth drink 
this pristine water filtered through 
a watershed of over 100,000 acres. 

Comerford explained that 
the MWRA is now looking to 
expand its water supply to a dozen 
communities north of Boston, 
10 to the south, and 15 more in 
MetroWest. 

The problem is that the peo-
ple who do not have access to the 
water are often those who live 
closest to it. She cited the chil-
dren, faculty and staff at the Swift 
River Elementary School in Salem 
who drink bottled water because 
their well is poisoned with poly-
flourinated substances while 
Quabbin’s water flows eastward.

What Comerford and Saunders 
together are filing “is a modest, 
really modest pivot toward a nec-
essary new day.” That new day 
would consist of four key provi-
sions. 

The bill establishes a fee 
of 5 cents for every 1,000 gal-
lons drawn from the Quabbin. 
The monies would be placed in 
a Quabbin community develop-
ment trust fund that would gener-
ate an approximate $3.5 million 
fee annually to be distributed to 
municipalities and nonprofits in 
the Quabbin watershed. Secondly, 

the bill rights a longstanding 
wrong concerning Payments in 
Lieu of Taxes known as PILOT 
payments. 

Current ly  the  Watershed 
PILOT Program reimburses 
municipalities for property tax 
revenue lost due to non-taxable 
state ownership of watershed 
lands.

What it leaves out is the erasure 
of the four towns required to cre-
ate the Quabbin. 

T h e i r  f o r m e r  l a n d  wa s 
annexed to surrounding towns: 
Belchertown, Hardwick, New 
Salem,  Pe te rsham,  Pe lham 
and Ware. These municipalities 
receive the PILOT payments for 
state-owned annexed lands within 
their borders. 

However, for the Quabbin 
Reservoir land itself that was 
flooded and is now underwater, 
there is no payment. The new 
bill would remove this exception 
and require payments for land 
also underneath the waters of the 
Quabbin.

Third the bill requires repre-
sentation of Quabbin-area resi-
dents on the MWRA, such that 
three of the 13 board mem-
bers would consider western 
Massachusetts home. The bill 
would also require the MWRA to 
explore all expansion options. 

Opportunities to serve com-
munities that steward the water 
need to be fully explored. It 
calls for similar evaluations of 
expansion into communities in 
Westfield River, Chicopee River, 
Connecticut River, and Millers 
River valley basins. 

State Rep. Mindy Domb 
offered a climate-awareness 
perspective when she testified 
in support of the Quabbin bills. 
“I know from my work on this 
committee, that the [water] need 
is probably going to increase – 
drought, rivers drying up, towns 
needing water. The towns may 
say, ‘Oh let’s just go to the 
MWRA; western Massachusetts 
can’t do that.”

QUABBIN, 
continued from page 1
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

ESTATE SALE
138 OLD PALMER ROAD, BRIM-
FIELD Saturday 5/20 9-4. Entire 
contents of carpentry shop, carpenter 
tools, power tools, small hand tools. 
Call Dianna for details (413)221-
0299

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $180.00
Seasoned cut & split $270.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware, 
advertising, motorcycles, clothing.  Call 
Ken (413) 433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

1*******A CALL WE HAUL
WE TAKE IT ALL
WE LOAD IT ALL

Lowest Rates, accumulations, junk, 
estates, attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services, 10% dis-
count with this ad off services. Dump-
ster Rentals available fro rent.

All Major CC’s
CALL NOW (413)531-1936

acallwehaul@gmail.com

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-
timate.

ELECTRICIAN
DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVA-
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Inte-
rior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508) 867-2550

KEEP IT PAINTING – Klems ex-
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex-
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217

PAVING
ASPHALT ARCHTITECTURE 
Call or text (413)423-2223. We are 
your driveway experts! Free estimate, 
warranty available, over 35 years ex-
perience, insured, eco friendly recy-
cled materials 10%  discount military, 
seniors.

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

PUPPIES BEAUTIFUL SMALL-
ER MIXED BREED PARAKEETS, 
CALL FOR DETAILS (413)687-
0530

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

WWW.NEWSPAPERS.TURLEY.COM • 413.283.8393

CLASSIFIEDS

Recycle Your Stuff for 
Cash in the Classifieds

Call or 
use the form 

in papers,
to sell! 

SERVICES

Read your local newspaper online at
www.newspapers.turley.com

TOWN OF WARREN POLICE DEPARTMENT
JOB OPPORTUNITY

Full Time Police Officer
and 

Part Time Police Officer
The Warren Police Department is accepting applications for the position of full time 
and part time Police Officer. Applicants are preferred to be academy trained and must 
be willing to work weekends, nights, and holidays.

Responsibilities include responding to emergency and non-emergency calls for Police, 
Fire and Ambulance services. It is preferred that applicants currently possess valid 
certification as a Police Officer. Candidates must have strong interpersonal, verbal, 
and written communication skills. Preferences include an associate degree or higher 
in criminal justice, serve in the US military, or experience as a Police Officer.

The Patrolmen’s contract provides an education incentive and a candidate with prior 
experience may also be considered to start at a higher step rate of pay.

Resumes and cover letters must be returned no later than Friday June 2nd, 2023, 
to the attention of Lt. James Early, WPD PO Box 606, Warren, MA 01083 or 
early@warren-ma.gov. 

The Town of Warren is an EOE.

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS

MASSACHUSETTS 
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION – 
HIGHWAY DIVISION

NOTICE OF A 
PUBLIC HEARING

Project File No. 609187
A Live Virtual Design 

Public Hearing will be 
hosted on the MassDOT 
website below to present 
the design for the proposed 
Bridge Replacement H-24-
003 Williamsville Road 
over the Burnshirt River in 
Hubbardston, MA.

WHEN: 6 PM, Tuesday, 
May 23, 2023 

PURPOSE: The pur-
pose of this hearing is to 
provide the public with the 
opportunity to become fully 
acquainted with the pro-
posed Bridge Replacement 
H-24-003 Williamsville 
Road over the Burnshirt 
River Project.  All views 
and comments submitted in 
response to the hearing will 
be reviewed and considered 
to the maximum extent pos-
sible.

PROPOSAL: The pro-
posed project consists 
of replacing the existing 
bridge and resurfacing the 
roadway.  Bicycle accom-
modations consisting of 
usable shoulders have been 
provided in accordance with 
applicable design guides.

A secure right-of-way 
is necessary for this proj-
ect. Acquisitions in fee and 
permanent or temporary 
easements may be required. 
The town is responsible for 
acquiring all needed rights 
in private or public lands.
MassDOT’s policy concern-
ing land acquisitions will be 
presented in the hearing.

Project inquiries, written 
statements and other exhib-
its regarding the proposed 
undertaking may be submit-
ted to Carrie E. Lavallee, 
P.E., Chief Engineer, via 
e-mail to MassDOTProject
M a n a g e m e n t @ d o t .
state.ma.us or via US 
Mail to Suite 7550, 10 
Park Plaza, Boston, MA 
02116, Attention: Project 
Management, Project File 
No. 609187. Statements 
and exhibits intended for 
inclusion in the hearing 
transcript must be emailed 
or postmarked no later than 
ten (10) business days (14 
calendar days) after the 
hearing is hosted.

This hearing is acces-
sible to people with dis-
abilities. MassDOT pro-
vides  reasonable accom-
modations and/or lan-
guage assistance free of 
charge  upon request (e.g 
interpreters in American 
Sign Language and lan-
guages other than English, 
live captioning, videos, 
assistive listening devices 
and alternate material for-
mats), as available. For 
accommodation or  lan-
guage assistance, please 
contact MassDOT’s Chief 
Diversity and Civil Rights 
Officer by phone (857-
368-8580),  TTD/TTY at 
(857) 266-0603, fax (857) 
368-0602 or by email 
(MassDOTCivilRights@
dot.state.ma.us). Requests 
should be made as soon as 
possible and prior to the 
hearing, and for more dif-
ficult to arrange services 
including sign-language, 
CART or language trans-
lation or interpretation, 
requests should be made 
at least ten business days 
before the hearing.  

This hearing will be 
hosted, or a cancellation 
announcement posted, on 
the internet at https://www.
mass.gov/orgs/highway-di
vision/events.

JONATHAN GULLIVER         

HIGHWAY 
ADMINISTRATOR                                                                                       

CARRIE E. LAVALLEE, 
P.E.

CHIEF ENGINEER
05/11, 05/18/2023

Barre 
Conservation 
Commission

Notice of Public Hearing
Notice is hereby given 

in accordance with the 
Massachusetts General 
Law, Chapter 131, Section 
40, The Wetlands Protection 
Act, that a public hearing 
will be held on a Notice of 
Intent requested by Thomas 
Donahue to build a barn and 
maintain an existing access 
road to support the agri-
cultural activities of North 
Road Farm LLC for proper-
ty located at 287 Chapman 
Road Assessors Map H, 
Parcel  550.  Recorded 
w i t h  t h e  Wo r c e s t e r 
District Registry of Deeds 
Book 23166, Page 0398.

From: Thomas Donahue
North Road Farm LLC
287 Chapman Road
Barre, MA 01005
To be held on Tuesday, 

May 23, 2023 at 7:00 
p.m. in the Boards’ Office, 
Henry Woods Building, 
3rd Floor, Barre, MA 
01005.

Ronald Rich,  Chairman
05/18/2023

BARRE 
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING
The Barre Planning 

Board will hold a public 
hearing on Tuesday, June 
6, 2023 at 8:00 p.m. at the 
Henry Woods Building, 
40 West Street, Selectmen 
Meet ing Room, f loor 
1, requested by Caruso 
Construction Corp. to 
amend the Code of the 
Town of Barre,  Chapter 
140 Zoning, Section 140-7 
Residence Districts, sub-
section A. (5) by deleting 
in its entirety, and replac-
ing with the following: 
Two-family dwellings, 
with the exception that in 
the Residence Districts 
R-20 and R-15, the same 
must be serviced by town 
water and town sewer.

A copy of which is 
on file with the Planning 
Board Office. Anyone 
wishing to comment on 
this matter should attend 
the hearing or submit com-
ments in writing prior to 
the hearing to the Planning 
Board. 

Floyd Kelley, Chairman
05/11, 05/18/2023

BARRE 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING
The Barre Planning 

Board will hold a public 
hearing on Tuesday, June 
6, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Henry Woods Municipal 
Building, 40 West Street, 
Select Board Meeting 
Room – 1st Floor, Barre, 
MA to see if the Town will 
vote to amend the Code of 
the Town of Barre, Zoning, 
Chapter 140, to include 
Open Space Development 
bylaw.

A copy of which is 
on file with the Planning 
Board Office. Anyone 
wishing to comment on this 
matter should attend the 
public hearing or submit 
comments in writing prior 
to the public hearing to the 
Planning Board. 

Floyd Kelley
Chairman

05/11, 05/18/2023

Public Notices

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8:30pm; Sun. 10am-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

MEMORIAL DAY SALE!
DON'T SHOP TIL YOU SEE US!
GRILL SALE!
A/C SALE!
THOUSANDS OF BIKES IN STOCK!!!
WE REPAIR BIKES!!!

SEE OUR AD INSIDE!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING
7 Worcester Rd., Barre

978-355-3000
Thurs. 11:30am-10pm

Sun. & Mon. 11:30am-7:30pm
Fri. & Sat. 11:30 am - 11pm

Closed Tues. & Wed.

Hours may change
Check Facebook for updates

• Jambalaya 
• NEW Cajon Burger

Guinness reduction Salmon 
with corn beef hash 

• Chicken and Waffles topped 
with sausage gravy 

Closed on Memorial Day

Century 21 North East
109 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

15 Clifford Ave., Ware, MA
 Open House, Sunday May 21st - 11-1 PM

Showings deferred until Open House.  
Colonial 3 bedrooms, 

3 baths, possible in-law on first 
floor. Off street parking space. Great 

backyard with fire-pit and garden area.  
Town water & sewer. You would be 

walking distance to downtown and all 
the amenities the Town has to Offer!

Please Contact Cassie at
POST ROAD REALTY

121 W. Main Street, W. Brookfield
Cell: 774-200-3523 • Email: Cassiem77@aol.com

COMING
SOON!

Stay Tuned For 2 New, 
Awesome Listings In 
West Brookfield, MA

Thinking of
Buying or Selling?

NOW IS THE TIME!

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY

FarmerMatt.com or call (508) 980-7085

Thursday, June 15 - 4:30 - 8:00 PM
Musical guest: Lobsterz From Mars
Thursday, July 27 - 4:30 - 8:00 PM
Thursday, August 24 - 4:30 - 8:00 PM
Thursday, September 21 - 4:30 - 8:00 PM

Live music. Great beer. Delicious BBQ.

BBB is Back!
Mark your calendars

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

CAPE COD 
CANAL CRUISE 
WITH LUNCH  – 
July 8, 2023
$125

June 10 ....U.S.S. Slater plus Lunch ................. $125
July 22 .....Escape to Rockport ......................... $89
Sept. 9 .....Hampton Beach Seafood Fest ...... $99
Sept. 16 ...Funny Girl at PPAC .......................... $120
Sept. 23 ...Johnny Mathis in Concert ............. $130

East Brookfield • Maryellen Brunelle • 774-230-1419
Oakham • Irene Caruso • 774-696-9791

Worcester/West Brookfield • Macey Gaumond • 413-233-8967
Spencer • Zac Leach • 508-277-5209

Holden • Sarah Mahoney • 774-245-1218
Barre • Dan Mankin • 760-617-0548

Leicester • Lee Martinelli • 774-253-0364
Paxton • Scott Moss • 508-847-6330

Spencer • Amy Ekleberry Perro • 508-769-7025
Brookfield • Meghan Robidoux • 508-414-2518

North Brookfield • Mike Toomey • 508-951-6460

Serving All Your Real Estate Needs!

Lisa Caron, Your Local Real Estate Professional, Broker Owner 
GRI, ABR, LMC, CDPE, 

SRS, SRES, PSA, MRP, E-PRO, C2EX
Listing Specialist, Accredited Buyer Representative, Notary Public 

www.lisacaron.com
(508) 341-8299      42 West Main Street, Brookfield

I  am 
On YOur SIde

When it comes to finding the house of your dreams. I can walk you 
through every step, including the steps into your new home. 

Special 
Memorial Day 

edition 
May 29, 2023

Honor those who served 
our country 

All businesses, 
civic groups and individuals 

all welcome to place 
an remembrance ad today! 

Special ad rates for this edition. 
Ad deadline is May 22, 2023

Contact Dan Flynn at: 
dflynn@turley.com

860 West Brookfield Rd., New Braintree, MA
FarmerMatt.com | (508) 980-7085

Order online at FarmerMatt.com

Memorial Day Celebration with Farmer Matt
Get 10% off all orders over $100. Stock up on our premium, 
non-GMO meats, including delicious dry-aged angus beef, 
fresh pork, and poultry. Whether you’re hosting a backyard 
barbecue or honoring our heroes with a mouthwatering 
meal, Farmer Matt has you covered. Just use code “honor” 
at checkout or mention this ad in-store.

Offer valid 5/18/23 - 5/28/23.


