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BARRE – The Quabbin 
Regional School District 
hosted a “Conversation with 
our Legislators” this past 
Monday, with representation 
from across the district’s 
five towns, as well as from 
neighboring school districts 
and communities.

State Sen. Peter Durant, 
along with State Reps. Todd 
Smola, Donnie Berthiaume 
and John Marsi attended the 
meeting to hear concerns 
about Rural School Aid 
funding, Chapter 70 funding, 
declining enrollment and 
more.

Also at tending were 
Massachusetts Association 
o f  R e g i o n a l  S c h o o l s 
President Paul Haughey, 
who is also the superin-
tendent of the Spencer-
East Brookfield Regional 
School  Dist r ic t ;  North 
Brookfield Public Schools 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  T i m 
M c C o r m i c k ;  Q u a b o a g 

Regional School District 
Superintendent Stephen 
D u f f ;  a n d  Ta n t a s q u a 
Regional School District 
Superintendent Deborah 
Boyd. 

Quabbin Regional School 

Distr ict  Superintendent 
Colleen Mucha said this 
was an opportunity to speak 
directly to the area’s legis-
lators, and share their con-
cerns.

“The goal of today is we 

really wanted to have a unit-
ed front,” she said. “We are 
trying to work together.”

H a u g h e y  s p o k e  o n 
behalf of the Massachusetts 
Association of Regional 
Schools, and said there are 

a “lot of common threads” 
between all of the schools 
districts, including the rising 
costs of being a people-driv-
en field.

“We’re human resources 
heavy and as a result, there’s 
a lot of expense in that,” he 
said. 

Haughey said the per 
pupil funding in Minimum 
Aid needs to be increased to 
at least $150, but that a more 
accurate number would be 
much higher. 

“It’s still not enough,” he 
said. “We need $200-250 to 
make this run right.”

Haughey said the cost of 
transportation for both gen-
eral education and special 
education is “quite concern-
ing.” He said many school 
districts only receive one or 
two quotes for transportation 
to choose from when they go 
out to bid, which backs them 
in a corner financially.

Transpor ta t ion  cos ts 

By Ellenor Downer
Editor

edowner@turley.com

B A R R E  –  T o w n 
Admin i s t r a to r  Melan ie 
Jackson said she received 
public record requests from 
Cory Bombredi.

She said the requests 
take up a lot of her time 
and the executive assis-
tant’s and cost the taxpay-
er’s money for the legal 
fees. Bombredi’s requested 
executive session minutes 
for March 18, 2025; March 
24, 2025 and Jan. 9, 2026. 
Since all of these meetings 
involved personnel issues 
and needed to be redacted 
by legal counsel. The Select 
Board approved the release 
of the redacted executive 
session minutes and were 
sent to Bombredi. 

Tow n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
Jackson said, “That same 
day, Mr. Bombredi sent 
an appeal to the state with 
complaints of the names 
of the employees and their 
individual personnel issues 
being redacted.” She said 
rather than “unnecessarily 
waste more of the taxpay-
er’s money” for legal fees, 
she would wait to see what 

for the Supervisor of Public 
Records response.

Bombredi also filed an 
open meeting law complaint 
against the town on March 
21 regarding executive ses-
sion minutes of June 3, 2024 
that he requested. The Select 
Board  again voted to expend 
taxpayer funds to allow Town 
Counsel to answer his com-
plaint.

Veterans Service Officer
Veteran’s Service Officer 

Garrett Skinner passed his 
Veterans Service Officer state 
exam and was now certified. 
He also held regular coffee 
hours at the Senior Center.

Letter of Opposition
The Select Board voted to 

send a letter of opposition to 
state bill S 2411. Treasurer/
Collector Shelby LaMothe 
said the State wanted elimi-
nate the motor vehicle excise 
enforcement mechanism 
through a bill before the leg-
islature S 2874. This would 
result in a loss of revenue to 
the town by eliminating the 
mechanism, which assisted 
the town in collecting over 
due excise taxes by prohibit-
ing those not paying to renew 
their registration for their 
vehicle.y

Select Board Member 
Richard Stevens said in 
Fiscal Year 2026 5,663 excise 
tax bills were issued for 

a total for about $697,000. 
Of those bills, 1,476 are 
in demand status. Town 
Administrator said demand 
notices would be sent.

Town Accountant
Due to the resignation of 

Town Accountant Jean Joel, 
Town Administrator Jackson 
sa id  CBIZ Account ing 
Service was filling those 
duties until a replacement 
could be found.  

Citizens for Right of 
First Refusal

The newly formed com-
mittee members met with 
the Select Board at their 
Monday, April 6 meeting. 
The committee said for the 
town to exercise the right 
of first refusal to purchase 
land in Chapter 61 A or B, 
an appraisal of the proper-
ty must be done. They said 
the wait time to schedule 
an appraisal date was long 
as appraiser were “hard to 
come by.” They suggested 
the town contact and line up 
an appraiser before the need 
would arise. It took one to 
two months for an apprais-
al. The town had 120 days to 
act. Once the appraisal was 
completed, the owner would 
no longer be able to with-
draw. 

Schools districts met with legislators about funding

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette

State Reps. Todd Smola and Donnie Berthiaume met with school 
administrators and town officials during a “Conversation with our Legislators” 
meeting hosted by the Quabbin Regional School District.

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer

zachf@turley.com

BARRE – The Planning 
Board held a public hearing 
last Tuesday, where Bruce 
McDonald and Pine Hill 
Leasing, the organization 
applying for the building, 
presented a plan for a gas 
station, convenient store, and 
car wash to be placed where 
the current RJ McDonald Inc. 
building is located. 

According to the agenda, 
the property is located in the 
assessor’s map H, lots 218 

and 219, and recorded in the 
Worcester District Registry of 
Deeds book 72349 page 62. 

McDonald said the gas 
station would be a “great 
asset” to the town, and he 
said it is needed because 
there is only one gas station 
in the town. He said the plan 
for this building would allow 
it to be more expansive. 

He said residents have 
been wanting a car wash as 
well, and the plan would be 
to build the car wash simulta-

Public records requests cost 
town employee time and money

Oakham Senior Center hosts 
program on scam prevention

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

OAKHAM – Seniors 
gathered at the Oakham 
Senior Center this past 
week for a presentation 
on scam prevention by the 
office of District Attorney 
Joseph D. Early Jr. of the 
Worcester County District 
Attorney’s Office 

K e v i n  D o n o h u e , 
a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e 
D.A.Coummunity Outreach 
team gave the presentation 
to keep adults and older 

adults informed on the var-
ious current scams.

Donohue first addressed 
phone scams, which were 
still a popular tool for 
scammers. A way to avoid 
any phone scams was to not 
answer a caller they did not 
recognized and let it go to 
voicemail. At that point, 
folks could make an edu-
cated decision after hearing 
a voicemail to answer the 
call if it appeared legiti-
mate. 

If a number was left on 
the voicemail should look 
up the number to verify, 

who was trying to contact 
them. Many scams claimed 
to be a bank and other 
sources. “Call the num-
ber you know to be true,” 
Donohue said. 

When it comes to scam-
mers, Donohue explained 
that “a scammer wants to 
be believable.” Scammers 
pretended to pass as anoth-
er person to collect infor-
mation of a person they’re 
trying to scam. 

As a  resul t ,  scams 
resulted in data breach-

Community Heart & Soul
A resident-driven 
process to engage 
the community

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– More than a dozen peo-
ple gathered at the Haston 
Free Public Library to learn 
about a resident-driven pro-
cess that can help to encour-
age community activism 
and involvement.

This  pas t  Sa turday, 
Community Heart & Soul 
Coach Catherine Ingraham-

White explained how the 
nonprofit organization got 
started, and how it can help 
communities such as North 
Brookfield.

Founded  by  Lyman 
Orton (the proprietor of The 
Vermont Country Store), 
its mission is to establish 
a community development 
process that “engages all 
voices within a community 
in determining what mat-
ters most to the people who 
live there, and using their 
ideas and aspirations as the 
blueprint for future deci-
sion-making.”

Over 130 small cities 
and towns across the nation 

have become Heart & Soul 
communities, including 
three towns in the com-
monwealth – Leicester, 
Winchendon and Pepperell. 
North Brookfield has been 
awarded grant funding to 
become the fourth through 
the  Greater  Worcester 
Community Foundation.

“This is an opportuni-
ty for North Brookfield,” 
Ingraham-White said. “It 
takes planning from a grass-
roots approach.”

Ingraham-White  has 
been a Community Heart 

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette

Community Heart & Soul Coach Catherine Ingraham-White spoke about the 
positive impacts of the resident-driven process. 

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer

zachf@turley.com

RUTLAND – The Select 
Board signed the warrant for 
the Annual Town Meeting 
to be held on May 9, after 
discussing article 18, which 
pertains to the improvement 
of the town pool, including 
the resurfacing and retiling of 
the pool. 

Tow n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
Heather Butler said the direc-
tor of the recreation depart-
ment does not believe they 
have enough money to sup-
port the project, of which 
they are set to pay about 
$88,000 over 10 years, out of 
the about $135,000 the proj-
ect will cost in total. 

According to Butler, the 
recreat ional  department 
would need to gain $30,000-
$40,000 a year in surplus 
money to be able to afford 
it, but they currently only get 
about $15,000 a year, and 
even then the amount fluctu-
ates. Butler said keeping the 
article on the warrant gives 
town meeting voters the 
chance to discuss and vote 
for it, but the Select Board 
has the authority to remove it 
completely. 

The board voted to keep 
the article on the warrant, 
with amendments. The board 
also signed the election war-
rant for May 11. 

Streetlight requests
The board received two 

streetlight requests, one to be 

Board 
discussed 
town pool 
article

Planning Board hears 
gas station plan

See HEART & SOUL, 
page 10See BARRE, page 10

See RUTLAND, page 8See OAKHAM, page 8

See RURAL SCHOOLS, 
page 6

See PLANNING BOARD, 
page 10
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Barre Dining Center

BARRE — Elder  Serv ices  of 
Worcester Area Nutrition Program wel-
comes guests to dine at the Barre Senior 
Center, 557 South Barre Road. The fol-
lowing meals will be served for the week 
of April 20. Lunches are back at the 
senior center, but require a pre-sign up. 
Volunteers are needed at the Barre dining 
site. Volunteers are needed for Meals on 
Wheels (mileage reimbursement) and in 
the kitchen. People should contact 978-
355-5027.    

MONDAY – Patriot’s Day No meals 
served.

TUESDAY – Meatloaf with gravy, gar-
lic mashed potatoes, carrots, mixed fruit, 
whole wheat bread

WEDNESDAY – Roast turkey and 

gravy, mashed sweet potatoes, roasted 
Brussels sprouts, fruited ambrosia, marble 
rye bread

THURSDAY – Breaded mac and 
cheese, stewed tomatoes, green beans, 
birthday cake, diet = small piece, Italian 
bread

FRIDAY – Teriyaki beef, steamed rice, 
broccoli, pineapple, whole wheat bread, 
fortune cookie

*Higher sodium entree Meal includes 
milk and margarine. Menus are subject 
to change. All meals are served at about 
11:45 a.m. each weekday. Reservations 
should be made the day before by call-
ing 978-355-5027 before 10:30 a.m. The 
donation of $3.00 per meal helps keep the 
program running.  

Auxiliary hosts veterans coffee hour
The Barre American Legion Auxiliary 

invites veterans of all ages to join the seniors 
on Friday, April 17 from 1-:30-11:30 a.m. int 
the Barre/Hardwick Senior Center, 557 South 
Barre Road. This is being held on a Friday 
this month.

Clothing swap 
A clothing swap sponsored by Barre 

Community Resilience as part of a Barre 
Earth Day event will take place Saturday, 
April 25 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the 
Commonplace Market, 56 Common St., 
Barre. From April 1 to April 23 people may 
bring their clean, unstained and unwanted 
clothes and accessories to The Commonplace 
Market, left side of the old Barre Bank 
Building during business hours Wednesday 
to Saturday from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sunday 
from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Items dropped off ahead 
of time will be organized into bins by size/
type. Items brought on April 25 will be 
placed into a miscellaneous bin for people to 
rummage through.  

Annual repair fair
The Barre Historical Society, 18-20 

Common St., will hold their second annual 
free repair fair on Saturday, April 25 from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Rain date is Sunday, April 26. 
This event is run in conjunction with Earth 
Day events being held on Barre Common 
for the purpose of sharing knowledge and 
reducing waste while fostering a sense of 
community. Repair stations include: Steve 
Clark and Dave Flick-wiring(lamps/plugs), 
small furniture touch-up/light repairs; Jayne 
Day coffee making queen-stop by for a free 
cup; Chris Higgins-knife and tool sharpen-
ing (limit of two items per person); Alice 
Lambert ceramics repair; bring a chipped or 
cracked vase, plate, bowl for fixing; Tracy 
LaRosa check in table/information center 
director to assist all guests with guidance 
on which tables to attend for their needs; 
Tony Menegoni bicycle spring tune up/repair; 
Kellee Murphy jewelry cleaning/minor 
repair; Barbara Potterandd Sarah Rosa sew-
ing repair, clothes, stuffed animals, blankets, 
etc.; Colton Prentiss welding/small engine/
small tractor repair; Joanne Vierra houseplant 
Service and Rescue with demonstrations on 
the half-hour and watch repair.

Lions Club scholarship
The Barre Lions Club offers a $1,000 

scholarship to a graduating senior, who 
lives in Barre, Oakham, Hubbardston, New 
Braintree or Hardwick. To be eligible, the 
student must be accepted by an accredited 
college or technical school and must be 
entering the school in the fall semester of 
the current year.  In addition to Quabbin 
seniors, this year the club expanded the 
scholarship applications to local students, 
who attend Monty Tech, Pathfinder or 
BayPath. For the students’ convenience, 
the application has been sent to the guid-
ance counselor of each school. People may 
email barremalionsclub@aol.com with any 
questions.  

Church to hold pasta supper
The Oakham Congregational Church, 

4 Coldbrook Road, on Saturday, April 25 
from 5-6:30 p.m. will hold a pasta, meatball 
supper with salad and garlic bread. Dessert 
will be ice cream. The supper is open to 
all. A free will donation either check or 
cash will benefit the church furnace fund. 
Checks should be made out to Oakham 
Congregational Church and write furnace 
fund in memo section of check.

Oakham trip invitation
A bus trip to Ogunquit playhouse, and 

lunch at Jonathan’s  in Ogunquit, Maine 
is scheduled for Thursday, June 11 spon-
sored by the Hubbardston Council on Aging. 
The Oakham COA received an invita-
tion to Oakham seniors to attend the trip. 
A bus will depart Curtis Recreation Field 
in Hubbardston at 9 a.m. to  to arrive at 
Jonathan’s for 11:30 a.m. lunch. The group 
will depart Jonathan’s  at 1 p.m. for the 2 
p.m. show of “Ain’t Too Proud.: The bus 
will  depart for home at 4:45 p.m. There 
are two choices for lunch – chicken piccata 
and seafarer’s cache (baked shrimp, salmon 
and white fish in white wine and lemon. 
Both meal choices include salad and dessert. 
People should indicate their choice when 
signing up. Total cost is $204 and includes 
luncheon, show, transportation and driver’s 
gratuity. Deposit of $50 is due now and bal-
ance due Sunday, May 3. Trip needs 40 peo-
ple minimum. People should call Claudia 
Provencal to sign up at 978-928-1400,exten-
sion221. They should leave their name and 
phone number.

BSER shavings sale
Bay State Equine Rescue will hold their 

annual bagged shavings sale with a pickup 
date of Tuesday, April 28 from 8:30-11 a.m. 
at Camp Marshall, 92 McCormick Road, 
Spencer. A minimum order of ten bags is 
required. Cost is $6.50 per bag up to 149 
bags and $6.25 per bag for 150 or more bags. 
Bags are 3.25 cubic feet compressed or 7.5 
cubic feet loose. Orders will be filled direct-
ly from the supplier’s trailer. People will 
need to have their own people to load the 
shavings onto the truck or trailer they are 
using to transport the shavings. Payment is 
by cash or check made payable to Bay State 
Equine Rescue at time of pickup. People 
may order shavings by calling Sharon at 508-
221-8474 or emailing sah@baystaterescue.
org. For those, who don’t need shavings, they 
may make a donation. The rescue can use 
all the support they can get given these dif-
ficult times. Thank you from all of us at Bay 
State Equine Rescue and the horses we strive 
to give a better life to. People may donate 
online by visiting www.baystateequineres-
cue.com/donate or by mailing to to BSER, 
415 Hunt Road, Oakham MA 01068.

April COA news
Podiatry clinic will be held Monday, April 

20 from 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. in the Oakham 
Senior Center; an appointment is required. 
Lunch Bunch will meet on Friday, April 17 
at Table Twelve, 175 West Boylston St, in 
West Boylston at 12:30 p.m. Glucose/blood 
pressure screening will be held Tuesday, 
April 28 from11 a.m-1 p.m. Also, Friday, 
May 1, the COA will be hosting a May Day 
lunch gathering at the Senior Center at 12:30 
p.m. Lasagna will be served, as well as sides 
and desserts. Seniors should sign up at the 
Senior Center to attend. These events are 
in addition to the ongoing activities such 
as puzzling Monday through Thursday at 9 
a.m.,  regularly scheduled yoga Tuesdays 
at 1 p.m.,  Zumba Gold in New Braintree 
Town Hall Wednesdays at 8:45 a.m. $3 per 
class and Functional fitness class Fridays in 
New Braintree Town Hall at 10:30 a.m.,  $3 
per class. Walking groups and weigh in on 
Thursdays at noon. 

Congregate hot meals
Congregate hot meals are held Monday 

through Thursday at 11:15 a.m. Reservations 
are needed at least two days in advance and 
can be made through the Congregate Meal 
Coordinator from 9 a.m.-12.15 p.m. by call-
ing 508-882-4072.

OAKHAM
by Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

Farber & Lindley
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

56 Common Street, Barre

978-257-8389
Personal Injury

Automobile Accident
Landlord Representation

www.farberandlindley.com

Kelly Bado, O.D.
Doctor of Optometry

Eye Exams

Barre Opticians
395 Main St., Barre

978-355-2191

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
Most Insurances Accepted

PARKER GLASS
Owned & Operated by the Parker Family

The Clear Choice For All Your Glass Needs

• Window Repairs
• Table Tops
• Plexiglass/Lexan
• Woodstove Glass
• Tempered Glass

• Decorative Glass
• Screen Repairs
• Mirrors
• Insulated Glass
• Laminated Glass

Serving the Gardner/Athol area since 1980
441 Chestnut St., Gardner - Monday - Friday 8:00-4:30

978-632-5382 • 800-564-5382
parkerglass@comcast.net

www.parker-glass.com

Nym Cooke to speak at Historical 
Society on early American music

PETERSHAM – The 
P e t e r s h a m  H i s t o r i c a l 
Society welcomes early 
American music historian 
Nym Cooke as guest speak-
er for their annual meeting 
on Friday, April 24 in the 
Petersham Town Hall, 1 
South Main St. 

A brief annual meeting 
will be held at 6:30  p.m. 
and the program will begin 
at 7 p.m. Cooke’s talk, 
“Harmony and Discord: 
Musical Conflicts in New 
England Meeting Houses” 
will tell tales of musical dis-
agreements and agreements 
during the Nation’s early 
years. Everyone is invited 
to come join in for an explo-
ration of musical intrigue, 
conflict, and community.

Nym Cooke, a Petersham 
resident, is a scholar, teach-
er, choral conductor and 
musical historian, who 
is an international expert 
in the early sacred cho-
ral music of America. He 
became intrigued with the 
early music history of New 
England while studying for 
his undergraduate and PhD 
degrees at Harvard College 
and University of Michigan.

“Every time I wrote 
a musical composition,” 

he says, “it sounded like 
‘ e a r l y  N ew  E n g l a n d 
music’, so I began study-
ing and researching and 
finding stunning melodies 
from early composers, like 
Timothy Swan (of 
Northfield) and 
Just in Morgan 
(of Vermont). It 
was wonderful! I 
abandoned musi-
cal composition 
and that was the 
b e g i n n i n g  o f 
my career as an 
American music 
historian.”

Dur ing  h i s 
research times, Cooke 
observed how old conven-
tions and then innovations 
caused conflict and recon-
ciliation for cherished cho-
ral traditions of the past. 
Cooke brought this interest 
to Petersham and explored 
old town and church records 
for glimpses into its musical 
history.

“ I didn’t go looking for 
harmony and discord in the 
history of New England’s 
early music, but as I inves-
tigated the subject, one 
controversy after anoth-
er relating to the music in 
the meetinghouse came to 

light,” he says. “And it was 
clear that all these subjects 
evoked extremely strong 
feelings. One deacon, ‘deep-
ly mortified at the triumph 
of musical reformation,’ 

seized his hat and 
left the services 
in tears. That did 
not  happen in 
Petersham, but 
for the first time, 
this town’s histor-
ical records have 
been thoroughly 
plumbed for clues 
about Petersham’s 
sacred music, and 
interesting details 

and patterns have come to 
light.”

Cooke’s talk will survey 
conflicts and congruence 
throughout New England 
and Petersham. To demon-
strate early music, a chorus 
of a capella singers is also 
promised, to fill the town 
hall with sweet harmony 
and maybe a little discord. 

The program is free 
and open to everyone. 
This program is supported 
in part through a generous 
grant from the Petersham 
Cultural Council and the 
Massachusetts Cultural 
Council.

Nym Cooke

First Meeting House 
holds plant sale

HUBBARDSTON – The annual spring 
plant sale will be held Saturday, May 9 from 
9 am.-2 p.m. at the First Meeting House, 2 
Main St.

Perennials from early spring flowering to 
late fall flowering and all season long will 
be available for purchase. There will also be 
edible plants, some annuals like geraniums 
and some woody plants. Most are grown in 
local gardens so purchasers know they grow 
in the area.

This is a great way to add to an existing 
garden or start a new one. Plants make won-
derful Mother’s Day gifts. Donations of extra 
garden plants are gratefully accepted. This 
plant sale helps preserve the historic Meeting 
House. Donations may be dropped off on 
Saturday, May 8 at 8 a.m. People should label 
names of the plants.

BARRE– The Barre 
Historical Society host-
ed Dr. Joseph Goldstein, 
co-founder  of  Ins ight 
Meditation Center and the 
Barre Center for Buddhist 
Studies ,  on Thursday, 

April 9 from 6-8 p.m. 
in the Woods Memorial 
Library. 

People learned about 
this world renown founder 
and the meditation center 
as he presents “Buddhism 

Comes to Barre.” 
Located in the old man-

sion on Pleasant Street 
when it opened on Feb. 14, 
1976, just over 50 years 
ago, this iconic facility has 
been operating ever since. 

An attentive audience listens to Dr. Joseph Goldstein talk about “Buddhism 
Comes to Barre.”

BHS hosts program on Buddhism
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PUBLIC 
MEETINGS

BARRE
Master Plan Steering Committee –
 April 16 at 5:30 p.m.
Quabbin Regional School District
 Budget Subcommittee – April 16
 at 5:30 p.m.
Quabbin Regional School District
 Committee – April 16 at 6:30 p.m.
Select Board – April 21 at 5 p.m.
Board of Assessors – April 21 at 6 p.m
Planning Board – April 21 and May 5
  at 7 p.m.
Cemetery Commission – April 23 at
 11 a.m.
Zoning Board of Appeals – April 23
 at 6 p.m. and May 14 at 7 p.m.
Felton Field Commission – May 5
 at 6:30 p.m.
Council of Aging – May 6 at 12:20 p.m.
Library Trustees – May 13 at 6:30 p.m.
Barre Housing Authority – May 14
 at 1 p.m.

HARDWICK
Town Hall Advisory Committee – 
April 16 at 4:30 p.m.
Gilbertville Water District – April 21
 at 5:30 p.m.
Board of Health – April 22 at 6:50 p.m.
Paige Library Trustees – April 23 at
 6 p.m. and May 7 at 7 p.m.
Master Plan Steering Committee – April
 23 at 6:30 p.m.
Council on Aging – May 6 at
 12:30 p.m.
Paige Library Trustees – May 7 at 
7 p.m.
Gilbertville Public Library – May 13
 at 3 p.m.
Capital Planning Committee – May 18
 at 3 p.m.

HUBBARDSTON
Council on Aging – April 22 at 4 p.m.
Select Board Public Hearing – April 2
1 at 6:30 p.m.
Agriultural Commission – Aug. 22 a
t 6:30 p.m.
Board of Health – April 28, May 12 and
 May 26 at 7 p.m.
Planning Board – April 30, May 6 and 
May 21 at 6:30 p.m.
Conservation Commission – May 5 
at 7 p.m.
Board of Library Trustees – May 7 
at 7 p.m.
Board of Assessors – May 20  at 6 p.m.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
Special Town Meeting – April 17 at 
6 p.m.
Town Election – May 4 from 7 a.m.-8 
p.m.
Planning Board – May 13 at 6 p.m. 

OAKHAM
Board of Selectmen – April 28 at 7 p.m.
Library Trustees – April 29 at 4:30 p.m.

PETERSHAM
Select Board – April 16 at 5:30 p.m.,
 April 21 at 3 p.m., April 23 and April
 30 and May 7, May 14, May 21, Ma
y 28 and June 11 at 5:30 p.m.
Petersham Historic District – April 16
 at 6 p.m.
Advisory Finance Committee – April
 23 and April 30 at 7 p.m. and May 7,
 May 14, May 21, May 28 and June 1
 at 6 p.m.
Zoning Board of Appeals – April 28 
at 7 p.m.
Open Space and Recreation Committee
 – May 5 at 6 p.m.
Conservation Commission – May 5
 at 7 p.m.
Board of Assessors – May 22 at 9 a.m.

RUTLAND
Finance Committee – April 16 at 6 p.m.
Town Charter Committee – April 16
 at 6:30 p.m.
Historical Commission  – April 28 at
 5 p.m.

Editorial deadline reminder
Deadline for e-mailed press releases 

is noon on Monday. Deadline for hard 
copy is noon on Friday. 

CORRECTIONS POLICY: The Barre Gazette will gladly correct factu-
al errors that appear in this paper. Corrections or clarifications will always 
appear on Page 2. To  request a correction, send information to Editor Ellenor 
Downer at edowner@turley.com or call 413-283-8393. Corrections may also 
be requested in writing at Barre Gazette, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069.

Girl Scouts hold bottle and can drive
The Hubbardston Girl Scouts will hold 

a bottle and can drive on Saturday, April 18 
from 8 a.m.-noon at Curtis Recreation Field, 
Route 68. They accept returnable bottles and 
cans only.

Scrap metal fundraiser 
A scrap metal fundraiser sponsored by the 

First Meetinghouse Preservation Committee 
will be held on Saturday, April 18 from 8 
a.m.-noon with drop off at Curtis Rec Field, 
Route 68, Hubbardston. This benefits the 
preservation of the First Meetinghouse on 
Hubbardston Common. Car and truck batteries 
are accepted with a $10 fee per battery. Fees 
are $1 per item or $10 per truck load. They 
will not accept tires, liquids, gases, plastics, 
monitors or lithium batteries.

Country Hen scholarships
The Country Hen Scholarship Fund 

awards a total of $1,000 in scholarships to 
one or more graduating high school students 
from Hubbardston. Applicants must be a 
Hubbardston resident for at least three years, 
be a graduating high school senior planning to 
attend an accredited college or university and 
have demonstrated community involvement 
during their high school years. Applications 
are available online by visiting the town web-
site at www.hubardstonma.gov and are due by 
Sunday, April 26. For questions, they should 
email admin@hubbardstonma.gov.

Town Administrator Search Committee
The nine member Town Administrator 

Search Committee needs one more town 
resident to server on the committee. People 
should visit https://www.hubbardston-
ma.gov/488/Town-Administrator-Search-
Committee for more information. To apply, 
they should visit https://hubbardstonma-hub-
connect.app.transform.civicplus.com/forms/
hubbardston-appointments?parentTile=Hub-
bRESIDENTS.

Senior Center events
All artists are welcome to attend the art 

group at the Hubbardston Senior Center every 
Friday from 9-11 a.m. A new activity at the 
Senior Center is the Creative Needle and 
Thread activity every Friday from 9 a.m.-
noon. All are invited to bring projects, such 
as embroidery, cross stitch, sewing and quilt-
ing. Questions may be directed to Michelle 
at 508-450-4476. Yarn-It-All group meets 
from 10 a.m.-noon. Knitting and crocheting 
projects will be worked on, and those who 
have questions will get help from others who 
attend. Games of Pitch are held the second 
and fourth Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m. and the 
first and third Fridays at 6:30 p.m. Cribbage is 
played every Thursday at 12:30 p.m., Bingo is 
every Monday at 12:30 p.m. and Wii Bowling 
is every Monday and Thursday at 9 a.m. 
Functional Exercise Classes are held at the 
Senior Center Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
9:30-10:30 a.m.  

HUBBARDSTON
by Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

GARDNER TEN PINS

SCHOOL VACATION
GALACTIC BOWLING

April 20 - April 24, Noon - 5:00 p.m.
Reserve now at gardnertenpins.com

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT
ROOF REJUVENATION

Before you spend $20,000+ on a 
full roof replacement, 

discover the soy-based
treatment that can SAVE
homeowners thousands.

Our eco-friendly 
rejuvenation treatment:

• Extends roof life by up to 15 years 
(with applications every 5 years).

• Restores flexibility to old,  
 brittle shingles.
• Locks in granules and adds 

a fresh waterproof seal.
• Costs 90% less than a  

roof replacement.

Protect & maintain your biggest asset

CALL FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE508-308-2041

✓  ROOF CLEANING & ROOF REJUVENATION
✓  HOUSE WASHING, DECKS & FENCES
✓  CONCRETE, POOL PATIOS
✓  GUTTER WHITENING
✓  CONDOS, APARTMENTS AND HOAS
✓  COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES

SCAN FOR MORE

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing
• Emergency Services
• Firewood $265/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

Asparagus chowder at First 
Congregational Church

WEST BROOKFIELD – On Saturday, 
May 16 during the town of West Brookfield’s 
Asparagus, Heritage and Flower Festival on 
the town common, (10 a.m.-3 p.m.), the First 
Congregational Church, UCC, 36 North Main 
St., will offer their famous asparagus chow-
der from their Chowder Tent located on the 
church lawn. 

Hot chowder by the cup, cold chowder by 
the quart to take home, yummy brownies and 
cold drinks will be available from 10 a.m. 
until it runs out. Inside and outside dining is 
available. Call the church for more informa-
tion at 508-867-7078.

Petersham Lions Club holds blood drive
PETERSHAM – The 

Petersham Lions Club recent-
ly sponsored a blood drive 
with the Rhode Island Blood 
Center, which has recent-
ly been granted licensure in 
Massachusetts, with a facility 
in Swansea and more impor-
tantly mobile blood drives.   

On Saturday, April 11 in 
the Lower Petersham Town 
Hall, the RIBC crew under 
the direction of Erica, the 
onsite manager, the team was 
just the happiest and friend-
liest of professionals. This 
is the first time in several 
decades that an onsite blood 
drive has been done in town 
and it was met with huge 
success and everyone asking 
when it will be done again.   

Currently the Petersham 
Lions Clubs is looking 
at hosting a drive again in 
September 2026 and pos-
sible one in the summer as 
well as it is peak need sea-
son. There were 32 donors 
including six walk- in 
donors. A few folks were 
deferred, but all in all, there 
were 28 successful dona-
tions garnishing 29 units of 
blood with one person being 
a “ Double Red” donor.   

A “Double Red” donor 
has two units of red blood 
cells collected, but the per-
son’s plasma and platelets 
are returned to them. The end 
result is a double amount of 
red blood cells collected. The 
minimum weight & height 
criteria that is a little higher 
than regular donations.    

The process takes about 
40 minutes as opposed to 20 
minutes for a regular dona-
tion. “Double Red” is avail-
able to all O-, O +, A+, A-, 

B+, B -.  
Due to ongoing research 

and methods of blood collec-
tion, processing and usage, 
many people who may not 
have been able to donate in 
the past can now donate.   
Even those who take blood 
thinner medication may 
donate. The center just does 
not use the platelets in the 
donor’s blood, but this allows 
so many more people the 
ability to donate. The RIBC 
has a donor information page 
on the website at https://
www.ribc.org/donate-blood/
donor-eligibility.

The whole donation pro-
cess beginning with sign in 
takes about 30 minutes and 
donors are asked to stay for 
about 15 minutes and enjoy 
the drinks and snacks, to 
allow their bodies to adjust 
to the change in their blood 
volume.  If they thought they 
were not eligible to donate, 
they should check the new 
guidelines as they may now 
qualify.

Blood cannot be manufac-
tured or created. Only a per-
son can donate blood.  One 
pint can serve up to three 
adults and even more children 
and babies.  Blood is needed 
for those with medical con-
ditions needing regular trans-
fusions, surgery patients and 
trauma victims.  

It could go to a newborn 
just fighting to stay alive, a 
young child battling leuke-
mia, a teen in a car accident, 
a young woman with anemia, 
a middle-aged man with a 
bleeding ulcer, or an elderly 
woman having a heart oper-
ation. 

According to facts from 

the Rhode Island Blood 
Center, about a pint of 
blood is taken and adults 
have between nine and 12 
pints. Their body will begin 
replacing the blood compo-
nents within 24 hours. They 
need only wait eight weeks 
between donations, so they 
can give often, up to six 
times a year.   Less than 3% 
of the population donates, 
yet 80% will need a transfu-
sion of one or more units in 
their lifetime.   

The RIBC offers informa-
tion on how to increase and 
maintain your iron stores, 
which is required for red 
blood cell production in your 
body.  They have a two min-
ute video, on the website but 
the information on the web-
site says that while eating a 
well-balanced diet is import-
ant for all donors, simply 
eating iron-rich foods may 
not replace all the iron lost 
from blood donation. Taking 
multivitamins with iron or 
iron supplements, either pre-
scribed or over-the-counter 
(from a drugstore), may help 
replace lost iron. Iron sup-
plements vary in name and 
proportion of iron within the 
tablet/caplet. 

RIBC recommends snacks 
with Vitamin A beta-carotene 
which helps iron absorption, 
iron storage and hemoglo-
bin levels. As always a well 
balanced meal is always the 
best but meat, fish and eggs, 
peanut butter, nuts and seeds 
as well as tofu are all great 
to increase iron levels and 
allow the body to maintain 
a healthy level of red blood 
cells also known as hemoglo-
bin or Hgb for short. 

Submitted photo

Rhode Island Blood Center staff and donor Allison Forte of Petersham, in the 
chair.

BARRE –The  Bar re 
Historical Society, 18-20 
Common St., will hold their 
second annual repair fair on 
Saturday, April 25 from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.   

If this day is a complete 
rain washout, like last spring, 
they will host the event on 
Sunday, April 26 instead. 
People may recall from last 
year that this is a free com-
munity event, focused on 
repairing items where vol-
unteers with certain areas of 
expertise will fix or advise 
on how-to, for various 
household items. 

This event is run in con-
junction with Earth Day 

events being held on Barre 
Common for the purpose 
of sharing knowledge and 
reducing waste while foster-
ing a sense of community. 

Repair stations include: 
Steve Clark and Dave Flick-
wiring(lamps/plugs), small 
furniture touch-up/light 
repairs; Jayne Day coffee 
making queen-stop by for a 
free cup; Chris Higgins-knife 
and tool sharpening (limit of 
two items per person); Alice 
Lambert ceramics repair; 
bring a chipped or cracked 
vase, plate, bowl for fixing; 
Tracy LaRosa check in table/
information center direc-
tor to assist all guests with 

guidance on which tables to 
attend for their needs; Tony 
Menegoni bicycle spring 
tune up/repair; 

Kellee Murphy jewel-
ry cleaning/minor repair; 
Barbara Potter and Sarah 
Rosa sewing repair, clothes, 
stuffed animals, blankets, 
etc.; Colton Prentiss weld-
ing/small engine/small trac-
t o r  r e p a i r ; 
Joanne Vierra 
h o u s e p l a n t 
Se rv ice  and 
Rescue wi th 
demonstrations 
on the half-
hour and watch 
repair.

Historical Society holds annual repair fair
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Letters to the editor 
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in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will 
be published. We require 
letter writers to include his 
or her town of residence 
and home telephone num-
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authorship prior to publi-
cation. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to be 
libelous or contain unsub-
stantiated allegations, per-
sonal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Barre Gazette, 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 01069 or 
via email to edowner@tur-
ley.com. The deadline for 
submissions is Friday at 
noon.
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In Past Pages
5 years (April 22, 2021)
Hubbardston Acting town 

administrator David Nixon 
went through the draft war-
rant for the ATM set for 
Tuesday, June 1. He said 
the warrant included stan-
dard articles, which appear 
every year. A new article 
this year, asked the voters to 
suspend the wiring inspec-
tor’s revolving fund as the 
town was now covered by a 
regional wiring inspector and 
no longer needed the revolv-
ing account. Nixon said the 
Community Preservation Act 
Committee requested arti-
cles on the warrant, which 
totaled $250,000 from CPA 
funds. The CPA articles 
included $20,000 submit-
ted by Habitat for Humanity 
for an affordable housing 
unit, the debt service for the 
Hubbardston Public Library 
roof, an amount toward the 
purchase of an Agricultural 
Protection Restriction on 
acreage located off Lombard 
Road. The town funds 10% 
and the state 90% of the pur-
chase of development rights 
on the property. There were 
also articles for $4,000 for 
administrative costs of the 
CPA Committee such as 
legal review, postage, atten-
dance at CPA meeting, etc.; 
$33,000 for interior work on 
the library and $20,000 for 
exterior brick re-pointing and 
landscape of the library. The 
warrant also included a sign 
bylaw presented by the plan-
ning board.

H a r d w i c k  B o a r d  o f 
Selectmen vice-chair Julie 
Quink said she met with var-
ious representatives and fire 
chiefs regarding proposed 
emergency medical services 
coverage during the board’s 
April 15 meeting. Quink said 
the Ware Fire Department is 
not interested in covering all 

of Hardwick, just part of it. 
The Barre Fire Department 
could also provide par-
tial coverage at a combined 
assessment of  $99,500. 
Quink said West Brookfield 
Rescue Squad is the only 
one interested in covering 
the entire town. However, 
WBRS feels covering West 
Hardwick could be challeng-
ing with long response times. 
WBRS is only able to pro-
vide BLS services current-
ly, not ALS. Quink said both 
Barre and Ware would con-
tinue to provide mutual aid.

The North Brookfield 
Board of Selectmen was 
introduced to the Police 
Department’s newest candi-
date for hire, Mark Sawyer 
at their regular meeting last 
week. Sawyer, a resident of 
West Brookfield, was rec-
ommended by Police Chief 
Mark Smith for appointment 
to the position of full-time 

police officer left vacant by 
Officer James Early earlier 
in the year. Sawyer has been 
a full-time police officer for 
three years. Smith said they 
had three candidates apply 
for the position and that 
Sawyer came highly recom-
mended. Smith commended 
Lieutenant Ryan Daley for 
conducting a “very thorough” 
background check.”The 
board unanimously appoint-
ed Sawyer to the position 
of full-time police officer to 
start as soon as possible. 

10 years (April 21, 2016)
The Museum of Science, 

Boston has selected 100 
educators from 24 states, 
including one from North 
Brookfie ld  E lementa ry 
School, to receive $800 
scholarships under a new 
program designed to bring 

Look Back
Barre Fair – 1986

File photo

 A picture perfect landing was made by one of 
the skydivers to the delight of the onlookers at 
the Barre Fair.

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

Most men pass through 
this life seeking only to live 
in peace and fend for them-
selves and their families. 

Occasionally,  i t  has 
been my very good for-
tune to know some who 
chose to reach a bit beyond 
the roles life intended for 
them. Tony Staiti was such 
a man and one who will be 
dearly missed by all who 
were lucky enough to have 
known and loved him. For 
his lovely wife Pat and 
his children, Tony, Jr. and 
Christine and their families 
who helped build the foun-
dation of a life filled with 
purpose and meaning; a loss 
of unmeasurable extent. 

But in the same breath, 
one filled with a rich trea-
sure trove of happy and 
joyful memories. Every life 
has its moments of pure joy 
and pure heartache. It is 
both the price we pay and 
the reward we seek for liv-
ing life to the fullest. I think 
that no one who knew him 
would ever say less of Tony.

A local businessman 
for more than fifty years, 
a devoted husband, father 
and grandfather for his fam-
ily and a friend to all who 

had the privilege and plea-
sure of his acquaintance. 
His golf course, Dunroamin 
Country Club was, for more 
than half a century, a cher-
ished meeting place for 
golfers of all ages. He wel-
comed everyone with only 
the requirement that you 
respect the course and enjoy 
the game itself. 

Today, Dunroamin has 
been reborn as Hardwick 
Crossing and, under new 
ownership, stands as a 
memorial to Tony’s fore-
sight and the hard work that 
he and his family devoted 
their lives to. To me, he was 
a trusted friend and confi-
dant, first as a customer of 
mine and then my family as 
customers of his. \

His unrivaled sense of 
humor and his limitless 
basket of funny stories 
made him among the most 
engaging people to spend 
time with I’ve ever known. 
I wish him only Godspeed 
on his journey and to his 
loving family, my deepest 
sympathies and best wishes.  

   
A.B. Splaine 
Oakham        

Tony Staiti was a friend 
and genuine human being

I n  r u r a l  C e n t r a l 
Massachusetts, elections 
should not be about who we 
know. They should be about 
whether our communities 
can continue to function 
and move forward.

Towns like Oakham, 
Barre, Hardwick, and New 
Braintree, along with oth-
ers across our region, are 
under real pressure. Costs 
are rising. Even level fund-
ing means cutting services. 
At the same time, state sup-
port for education and local 
services has not kept pace 
with what small rural towns 
actually need.

Funding for rural com-
munities is not equal. It 
is less than what larger, 
non-rural  communities 
receive. Payments in lieu of 
taxes for state-owned land 
are also far below those 
seen in other parts of the 
Commonwealth.

We are being asked to do 
more with less.

We also face growing 
influence from outside our 
communities. State man-
dates, regional decisions, 
and large-scale projects 
can weaken local bylaws 
and reduce local con-

trol. Decisions that shape 
our towns are often made 
by people who do not live 
here.

And yet, the burden con-
tinues to fall on the local 
taxpayer.

This is why local elec-
tions matter.

Too often, we vote based 
on history or personal rela-
tionships. That is under-
standable, but it does not 
solve the challenges ahead.

We need to focus on the 
future.

Who understands the 
financial realities facing our 
towns?

Who is willing to make 
difficult decisions?

Who will advocate for 
fair funding and stand up 
for local control?

Doing things the way we 
always have is no longer 
sustainable.

Elections should not be 
about the past.

They should be about 
the future, and who is pre-
pared to lead us there.

Aaron Langlois 
Oakham, former Board 

of Health member and 
Board of Selectmen

Voting for the future of 
our rural towns

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

I was so looking forward 
to last Saturday, a day in 
which I did not have to drive 
anywhere. I could simply 
stay put and work on getting 
the yard in shape.  

Boy, was it a long winter, 
and there was proof of that 
no matter where I turned. 

Read on to learn which 
outdoor and indoor garden-
ing activities kept me busy.

First I decided to tackle 
the perennial and shrub bor-
ders that I walk by the most 
often. Half of the reason we 
garden is because we like to 
stand back in admiration, so 

I figured if I cleaned those 
up I’d have something to feel 
good about on my way to the 
car or the chicken coop.  

I leave many perennials 
standing through the winter, 
especially those with seed 
heads the birds might like to 
dine on.  

So, before I got out the 
rake, I went plant by plant 
with my hedge clippers, 
cutting the dead and brown 
stalks to about “fist” height 
from the ground. Hedge 
clippers make fast work of 
this task. After that came the 
rake, with which I careful-

ly cleaned the bed of matted 
leaves and the plant parts I 
just cut back. As I was work-
ing, I weeded out clover, and 
some perennial grasses that 
appeared within the bed, and 
although I am nowhere near 
ready to apply bark mulch, 
I got out the spade and did 
my best to put a crisp edge 
on the border with the lawn. 
Looking good.

While I was putting tools 
away I found (gasp) some 
hyacinth and daffodil bulbs 
that never got planted in the 
fall. I cannot even believe 
that there were green tips 
on these bulbs that sat in a 
empty pot in my unheated 
subarctic garden shed over 
the winter months.  

I figured that after that 
torture they deserved to be 
planted. I sunk them twice 
their height deep and watered 
them in. Say a prayer. 

My “Redbud garden” 
shares a stone wall with 
some thornless blackberry 
bushes. It may not have been 
smart on my account to have 
an ornamental garden oppo-
site plants that like to suck-

er like crazy but such is life 
when you want to squeeze 
in as many plants as you can 
into the space you’ve got…
Anyway, ten foot long canes 
jumped the wall into the bed 
where I have a few bulbs and 
biennials at the base of the 
Redbud.  

I was able to give the 
canes a strong yank and lo 
and behold I have three new 
blackberry bushes free for 
the taking. I separated them 
from the mother plant, pot-
ted them up and will delight 
a friend with them, just as 
my friend Kelly’s husband 
had done for me some years 
back.  

These berries are so won-
derful. Even with a small 
patch I am always able to 
freeze a couple of quarts for 
use in the offseason. Yum!

With stems cut back, 
leaves raked, weeds and 
suckers removed and the 
beds given a crisp edge, I felt 
good enough about leaving 
outlying gardens for another 
day. It was time to turn my 
attention to tomato seedlings 
that had long since outgrown 

the seed packs the seeds were 
sown in the third week of 
March.  

Typically we transplant 
when the first true leaves 
form. I am maybe a week 
late.  

Carefully I lifted out the 
clumps of seedlings and 
gently pried the roots apart. 
Tomato seedlings can be 
sunk deeply, almost up to 
their leaves; new roots will 
form on the stems.  

After a gentle watering 
they will go back under the 
grow lights they until they 
are big enough to be moved 
from the six packs to a four 
inch pot. Probably by May 1. 

What is next on the agen-
da? Next weekend I have to 
assess my potato patch. I’ll 
probably pull up old red 
raspberry canes nearby to 
expand the bed. 

Blueberry bushes need 
some fertilizer. Asparagus 
could use lime and compost, 
probably some weeding as 
well. 

There is never a dull 

What I did last weekend

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

See GARDEN, page 5

See PAST PAGES, page 5
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in my

By Ellenor Downer

Serenity Hill Sampler
by Jane McCauley

I just came in from raking 
the wildflower garden.  

The blood root is one of 
the earliest plants to come 
up so I wanted to get the 
leaves off of that area where 
they grow. Because I fell last 
week, I am carrying my cell 
phone in the garden apron 
for safety reasons. I am 
going to get an alert button.

Here is a good recipe for 
chicken breasts. 

 
SANDYY’S CHICKEN 

DISH 
2 lbs. chicken breasts, 

boneless and skinless
1/8 lbs. sliced ham
1/8 lb. Swiss cheese
1/2 cup sour cream
12 oz. can cream of 

chicken soup
Place one slice ham and 

one slice Swiss cheese on 
one pounded chicken breast’ 
roll, place rolled end down 
in sprayed baking dish. Do 
all the same way. In a sauce-
pan, combine until creamy, 
canned soup, sour cream and 
any remaining 

Swiss  Cheese .  Pour 
over chicken. Bake at 350 
degrees for about 30 min-
utes. Makes 2 servings.    

This and That
It is nice to have some 

warmer weather with the 
sun out. There are so many 
things that need to be done 
outside to get the gardens 
ready for summer. Each day 
I try to do a different proj-
ect. Anxious to get the house 
plants outside but that won’t 
be until the end of May.

Inside I have two beau-
tiful amaryllis’ in bloom 
from last year. I have made 
lots of coleus plants from 
cuttings so that will be 
enough to place in the big 
planter.

I picked some branches 
of forsythia to force inside 
like the A. Gardener sug-
gested. Flowering quince is 
another bush that I can force 
to bloom inside.

I received word that a 
long time friend and for-
mer resident Sheila Poules 
Ellington of California 
passed away last April. 
Mary Prentiss Alger passed 
away November of 2025. 
Both were in the same grade 
in school.

Have a nice week and 
enjoy the warmer weather.

moment this time of year, 
and I am not sure I’d want it 
any other way.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 

For the last 34 years, she has 
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email 
it to pouimette@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line.  
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high-quality profession-
al development in Science, 
Technology, Engineering 
and Math to teachers at 
high-needs schools nation-
wide. The scholarship pro-
gram will help teachers 
integrate engineering in 
their classrooms, using the 
award-winning Engineering 
is Elementary® curriculum 
developed at the Museum’s 
N a t i o n a l  C e n t e r  f o r 
Technological Literacy®. 
Jay Mooney, will receive 
a complete set of EiE cur-
riculum materials plus tui-
tion and travel support to 
attend a two-day, hands-on 
teacher PD workshop at 
the Museum in Boston this 
spring. The district plans on 
implementing the EIE pro-
gram during the 2016-17 
school year, with the hope 
of preparing its younger stu-
dents for the Engineering 
Technology Program at 
North Brookfield High 
School. 

Kelly G. Allen won 
the  open  se l ec tmen’s 
seat with 281 votes over 
Alan  F.  Jouber t ,  who 
received 108 votes during 
Monday’s Hardwick Town 
Election. With the deci-
sion of Selectman Harry 
T. Comerford not to run 
for re-election, Allen and 
Joubert, both of Ridge 
Road, competed to fill that 
seat. Both candidates iden-
tified budgetary issues as 
the town’s biggest problems 
that need solving, although 
it will take time and hard 
work.

Much has been done in 
the past year due to the hard 
work and diligence of the 
members of the Demond 
Pond Watershed Association 
in the continued efforts to 
protect Demond Pond in 
Rutland. Through various 
fund raising events, dona-
tions and membership dues, 
the association was able 
to accrue enough money 
to finally treat the lake for 
the invasive milfoil weed 
that is threatening to over-
take the lake. The treat-
ment was done in the areas 
of the most infestation and 
led to a much more enjoy-
able summer for the res-
idents and guests on the 
lake. The weeds were under 
control until the end of the 
summer and slowly made 
their way back in. This is a 
yearly treatment and very 
costly. The majority of the 
land surrounding the lake is 
owned by DCR as a water-
shed to Quabbin therefore 
the pond does not have a 
large resident population to 
collect funds from and have 
to rely on donations and or 
fund raising efforts.

25 years (April 19, 2001)
Friends and family mem-

bers from around the coun-

try gathered on March 31 
at the Barre Congregational 
Church, United Church 
of Christ, for a service of 
thanksgiving for the life 
of Gilbert L. Allen, who 
died March 12 at his home 
in Vero Beach Florida. 
Gilbert was the brother of 
the late Robert H. Allen of 
Barre, who died in 1990. 
Many Barre residents knew 
Gilbert as a frequent visi-
tor to the Chas. G. Allen o., 
where he served as presi-
dent from 1958 until 1996. 
The fire was founded by 
his grandfather, Charles 
G. Allen in 1874, to pro-
duce the Yankee hay rake 
and other farm implements. 
In 1903, the firm started 
producing the Allen drill, 
which became its major 
product. During World War 
II more than 700 employees 
were on the payroll and the 
Chas. G. Allen Co. earned 
the coveted Army-Navy 
Production Award.

The two members pres-
ent at the Barre Board of 
Selectmen meeting voted 
June 11 for the Annual 
Town Meeting. Selectman 
Richard Stevens suggest-
ed moving the date of the 
Town Election from the 
first Monday of March to 
the first Monday of April. 
He cited the snow storm of 
this year’s March 5 elec-
tion that resulted in the 
need to stop the election 
and continue it to a later 
date. Town Administrator 
Lorraine Leno will research 
what steps need to be taken 
to change the town elec-
tion date. She was not sure 
if the election date was 
a town by-law or under 
Massachusetts General Law.

A letter received from 
Superintendent Maureen 
Marshall to the Board of 
Selectmen stated that an 
estimated 37% increase is 
forecasted for the Fiscal 
2022 school budget. The 
Quabbin Regional School 
Committee met on March 
29, 2001 and adopted a 
budget of $24,691,218. For 
Oakham, it would mean 
an increase of $331,496 in 
taxes. The school commit-
tee believed that the assess-
ment will be significantly 
reduced as more financial 
information is made to 
them. They were also will-
ing to meet with the select-
men to discuss the matter 
further. In another letter, 
Marshall told the selectmen 
that they must approve or 
disapprove the school com-
mittee’s action of Feb. 8, 
2001 to incur debt for the 
purpose of constructing 
an Educational Support 
Services Facility on district 
property on South Street in 
Barre.

38 years (April 21, 1988)
The Barre Board of 

Selectmen awarded a cable 

television license to United 
Cable vision of Rutland at 
their meeting Tuesday, April 
19. The company will pro-
vide cable access to Barre 
residents. The award was 
the final step in the long 
process of bringing cable 
access to Barre.”I feel as 
if we have moved into a 
new era,” said Selectman 
Chairman James Sullivan. 
Sullivan and the other mem-
ber of the board, Charles 
Chase and Ruth Trifilo, 
praised the cable television 
study committee for their 
work over the past several 
months. Rick Paula, chair-
man of the study commit-
tee, noted that their main 
objective was to recom-
mend to the selectmen 
the company, who would 
be able to bring to barre 
the best possible product. 
One of the highest prior-
ities was placed on the 
number of households that 
would have access to cable. 
Approximately 97% of 
Barre residents will be able 
to hook into the cable lines.

One of the great unan-
ticipated joys in life is to 
find something you thought 
you’d lost. It is especial-
ly significant when that 
“something” comes bak to 
us better than ever , more 
alive, more meaningful – all 
we knew we were missing 
and more besides. Can you 
imagine the feeling of not 
only enjoying the return of 
a treasured moment or pos-
session, but also having that 
concept or thing reinforced, 
right before your eyes? 
Add to the wonder of dis-
covery the realization that 
there is more to this reunion 
than you had remembered 
or thought there could be. 
This, in the small measure, 
is the feeling the audience 
left with after having seen 
“Godspell,” Barre Players 
spring production, presented 
last weekend in the auditori-
um at Quabbin Regional Jr. 
Sr. High School in Barre.

The New Life Assembly 
of God will have a guest 
preacher at their Sunday, 
April 24 service to be held 
in the Barre Town Hall. 
Rev. Miroslaw Suski, orig-
inally an evangelist from 
Poland, holds a Masters 
in Theology from Western 
Evange l ica l  Seminary 
of Portland, Oregon and 
a Bachelor of Arts from 
Continental Bible College 
in Brussels, Belgium. He 
has a weekly radio program 
each Sunday on WRYN 
840AM at 7:30 a.m., which 
covers central Connecticut 
and western Massachusetts. 
Po l i sh  sc r ip tures  and 
Christian literature are dis-
tributed to all new contacts. 
He also started the Polish 
Assembly in New Britain, 
Connecticut where there 
are over 40,000 Polish 
Americans living.

GARDEN from page 4

RUTLAND – The annu-
al town wide yard sale will 
take place Saturday, April 25 
from 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

This is the 30th year 
and funds raised bene-
fit the Town’s 4th of July 
Celebration. There will be 
200 plus participants selling 
from their homes or on the 
Town Common. 

Free maps are available 
at town lines, on the Town 
Common (Routes 122A and 

56) and on the Rutland 4th 
of July Facebook page start-
ing on Saturday, April 25 at 
7 a.m.

Rutland residents that 
wish to sell  from their 
homes need to sign up 
before the end of day on 
Friday, April 17 to be listed 
on the map

. The fee to have address 
listed on the map is $25. 
Details to sign up are on the 
Town’s website by visiting 

https://rutlandma.gov/825/
Town-Wide-Yard-Sale.

For those that desire to 
sell at the Town Common, 
the fee is $30. One can sign 
up ahead of time or arrive 
the morning of. The spaces 
on the Town Common are 
first come first serve. 

People should -\\ bring 
their own tables and remove 
their own trash at the end 
of the day.  The yard sale is 
held rain or shine.

Town wide yard sale benefits 4th of July events

Holden Grange hosts educational evening
HOLDEN – The Holden 

Grange will host a fun and 
educat ional  evening on 
Monday, April 27 at  6 p.m. 
in the Holden Senior Center, 
1130 Main St.  

The event begins at 6 p.m. 
with a complimentary light 
dinner of assorted sandwich-
es, chips, pickles and drinks. 
Reservations are required. At 
7 p.m., a program entitled 
“Victorian Secrets” will be 
presented by Emily Thomas, 
a public historian and curator 
of the Clara Barton Museum 
in North Oxford. 

The dangers of fashion 
for women in the 19th cen-
tury, including flammable 
dresses, dangerous cloth-

ing dyes and corsets will be 
highlighted. As a professor 
at Nichols College, Thomas 
has made it a practice to 
teach the unexpected. Her 
course list reads like a histo-
rian’s cabinet of curiosities: 
From leeches to Listerine: 
19th century medicine and 
disease; plagues, poxes and 
pandemics; myths, legends 
and superstitions, even histo-
ry of ghosts. 

In celebration of Grange 
month, Christine Hamp, 
President of the National 
Grange ,  wi l l  be  v i s i t -
ing during this event.  She 
and her husband Duane of 
Washington state travel 
across the country promot-

ing the National Grange 
theme, #GrangeStrong.  One 
pillar of this theme is com-
munity-focused, where every 
local Grange strengthens its 
community through service, 
outreach, and programs that 
bring people together.  Hamp 
leads by example and is 
delighted to engage in con-
versation with members and 
non-members alike. 

All are invited to attend 
this free program which 
will conclude with compli-
mentary dessert. 

RSVP is required by 
Saturday, April 18 for din-
ner only by emailing hold-
engrange78@gmail.com or 
calling 508-886-2341.

Red-breasted nuthatch
Last Wednesday, April 8 

while waiting at the bus stop 
for my grandson, I saw two 
red-breasted nuthatches in 
a small grove of pine trees 
near the road.

They were going up and 
down several pine trees most 
likely in search of insects. 
The red-breasted nuthatch 
is about 4.3 to 4.7 inches 
long and exhibits the typical 
head-down nuthatch behav-
ior of its larger cousin, the 
white-breasted nuthatch. 
Male and females are sim-
ilar with a black eye stripe, 
white eyebrow and buff 
orange underparts. It has a 
blue-gray back.

They inhabit conifer for-
ests and in winter may be 
found in other trees. They 
nest mostly in conifers such 
as spruce, fir, hemlock.

Both sexes excavate a 
nest cavity in a rotten stub 
or snag, usually five to 40 
fee t  about  the  ground. 
Sticky pitch is smeared 
around the entrance of the 
nest hole possibly to pre-
vent other creatures from 

entering. Adults avoid get-
ting stuck in the pitch by 
flying straight into the hole. 
Sometimes they are seen 
with pitch on their feathers. 

The female lays five to 
six white, spotted eggs. The 
female incubates the eggs 
and the male brings food to 
her. Both parents feed the 
nestlings. Young  nuthatches 
leave the nest about two to 
three weeks after hatching.

They have a soft, musi-
cal song used especially in 
courtship by the male. These 
nuthatches eat insects, spi-
ders and seeds in summer. 
In winter they eat many 
seeds especially those of 
conifers.

Nesting bluebirds
On Saturday, April 11 

I received an email from a 
Hampden resident. She said, 
“Our bluebirds are back and 
have completed their nest. 
We are awaiting the first 
egg. I’m surprised they use 
mostly pine needles con-
structing the nest. 

Brimfield birds
A  B r i m f i e l d  r e s i -

dent said he saw a female 
b rown-headed  cowbi rd 
in his yard. He said it was 
unusual as he usually sees 
the male before the female.

He said, “On Sunday I 
did a tour of local ponds. 
There was a pair of ring-
necked ducks on Sherman 
Pond in Brimfield and sever-
al on a pond in Warren. Also 
in Warren I saw an osprey 

at the pond where they have 
nested for several  years. 
I’ve been checking the pond 
since early March and this is 
the first sighing of an osprey 
this year. I hope its partner 
shows up soon.”

He also said, in Warren, 
there was a bald eagle at a 
pond on New Reed Street. 
There has been one or two 
there frequently during 
March. A pair of eastern 
bluebirds was seen perched 
on two different trees with 
holes possibly suitable for 
a nest. I often see bluebirds 
using nesting boxes, but 
have never seen them using 
a natural cavity. I’ll keep 
checking to see it they nest 
in either tree.”

Non-bird sighting
The Brimfield resident 

reported a non-bird sighting. 
He said “while driving out 
of the driveway yesterday I 
saw a small frog hopping off 
of the driveway. Probably a 
spring peeper. I’ll have to 
check a nearby small pond 
in the woods nearby to see 
if there  are peepers there. 
The frog could have been a 
pickerel frog, we see those 
every year in the yard. They 
come in three sizes; small, 
medium and large. I try to 
be careful when I mow or 
weed whack to avoid them.”

Raven
M y  g r a n d d a u g h t e r 

while walking her dogs on 
Saturday, April 11 heard the 
crooking sound of a raven. 
It startled both the dogs and 
her.

People may report  a 
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by emailing 
mybackyard88@aol .com 
or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005. The Palmer office 
has a new phone system and 
I will be getting an exten-
sion where messages may be 
left. I will publish the num-
ber as soon as it is set up.

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333
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should be fully reimbursed 
to regional school districts by 
the state, he said. As of right 
now, the reimbursement rate 
is projected to be between 
80-90%.

He said a glitch in the 
Chapter 70 funding formu-
la is hurting rural schools 
across the commonwealth.

“The rural factor is not 
built into 70 at this point and 
it’s a major concern,” he said. 

Haughey said school 
administrators are all push-
ing to have Rural School Aid 
increased to $60 million, and 
to create a “pothole” fund for 
school districts with declin-
ing enrollment, as well as 
an increase in charter school 
reimbursements and cov-
ering the expenses of new, 
state-mandated graduation 
requirements.

“We need to do better,” 
Haughey said. “If graduation 
requirements are to change…
there needs to be funding to 
support that as well.”

Haughey said the work 
administrators and legisla-
tors have ahead of them is 
important and needs to be a 

priority.
“These are our children,” 

he said. “We need people 
working together to get this 
done.”

Efforts at efficiency
Mucha invited the super-

intendents and town officials 
to share efforts they have 
taken to gain efficiencies 
when faced with the uncer-
tainty of state funding.

She said the Quabbin 
Regional School District 
used COVID funding to pur-
chase vans, which are used 
for student and athletic trans-
portation.

“That has saved us a tre-
mendous amount of fund-
ing,” she said.

Boyd said the Tantasqua 
Regional School District pur-
chased its own fleet of 45 
vehicles to provide all trans-
portation, include special 
education transportation, in 
house. While this has helped 
to regulate the increasing cost 
of transportation, the school 
district is still impacted by 
the labor force, and the cost 
of fuel.

Boyd said being desig-
nated “Hold Harmless” isn’t 
enough for rural school dis-

tricts anymore. 
“That fact that so many of 

us are in Hold Harmless…
means something’s wrong 
with the formula,” she said. 

Boyd added that, “some-
thing feels broken on the 
state level, not just Chapter 
70, but local aid.”

“The pittance of money 
going to the towns is truly 
putting the burden on the 
towns,” she said.

West Brookfield Town 

Admin i s t r a to r  The re sa 
Cofske said that health insur-
ance is a major cost driver 
in the town’s budget, and 
that they are in the process 
of enacting an “opt out” pro-
gram.

“It’s a process, but we’re 
hoping it will be helpful,” she 
said. 

Mucha said the way that 
Rural School Aid is admin-
istered poses a challenge to 
school districts when they 

are trying to build and pres-
ent their budgets to towns. 
She said it is awarded like 
a grant, and school districts 
don’t know when they’ll 
receive it, and that this year 
the aid was late.

“It’s really hard to plan on 
that aid,” she said. 

R e t i r e d  Q u a b b i n 
Regional School District 
Superintendent and Barre 
Select Board Chair, Dr. 
Maureen Marshall ,  said 
Rural School Aid should be 
awarded the same way that 
transportation reimburse-
ments are – up front – so 
that school districts can plan 
more effectively.

“We’re really concerned 
about something that’s really 
a simple fix,” she said.

Boyd agreed and said that 
Rural School Aid has become 
a “financial cliff” for school 
districts. 

McCormick said rural 
school districts “really need 
a consistent number to plan 
with every year.”

The uncertainty of Rural 
School Aid has had a neg-
ative impact on other ser-
vices in towns, Marshall said, 
including police, fire and the 

maintenance of infrastruc-
ture.

“The impact on the local 
communities is significant,” 
she said. 

Clare Hendra, an Oakham 
r e p r e s e n t a t ive  o n  t h e 
Quabbin Regional School 
Committee, said the school’s 
budget makes up about two-
thirds of her town’s budget. 
She said this has put other 
departments in town at real 
risk.

“Some departments are 
barely functioning and near 
disaster,” she said. “If they 
[schools] are in trouble, it fil-
ters right down.”

Response from legislators
Berthiaume said the com-

monwealth’s budget will be 
released this week, and legis-
lators will have a brief oppor-
tunity to file amendments. He 
said that unfortunately, the 
process can’t be completed 
any sooner than it is.

Smola said himself and 
the other legislators present 
at the meeting were all on 
board with the recommen-

RURAL SCHOOLS 
from page 1

See RURAL SCHOOLS, 
page7

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette

North Brookfield Public 
Schools Superintendent 
Tim McCormick spoke 
about the need for con-
sistent funding for rural 
schools.

Q u a b b i n  R e g i o n a l 
S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t 
Superintendent Colleen 
Mucha spoke about hav-
ing a unified voice to 
advocate for funding and 
aid
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YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE HOMEHOME PROs

SWIMMING POOLS

108 Main St. (Rt. 32), South Barre
508-882-3913 • 978-355-6465

VACATION IN YOUR BACKYARD
Two Types of In-Ground/Above Ground Pools

In-Ground Liner Replacements • Heaters
Service • Chemicals & Supplies • Water Testing

LOGGING

LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY
Shipping Can Be Arranged • Rentals Available

413-544-9027 • 1-800-232-6132
1292 Park Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Mon.-Fri. 6:30am-4pm • Sat. 7am-Noon

Park Saw Shop

TREE SERVICE HEATING OIL & A/CThree (3) Spot Colors Version
PANTONE Blue 072 C          PANTONE 278 C          PANTONE 485 C          PANTONE 485 C @70%

• FUEL • SERVICE 24/7
• INSTALLATION • AIR CONDITIONING

508•867•7447 • ShermanOil.com
CHECK YOUR A/C TODAY & BEAT THE HEAT!

PLUMBING & HEATING

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING NEEDS
SIZEABLE REBATES MAY BE AVAILABLE TO YOU

CALL US TO DISCUSS HEATING EQUIPMENT UPGRADES
www.becplumbing.com

Warren, MA 413-436-0076        Ware, MA 413-967-0076

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

PAINTING & PAPERING

SABLACK
PAINTING & PAPERING

Professional Workmanship
Interior & Exterior • Residential & Commercial

PaPer Hanging • Drywall Service • ceramic Tile

Free eSTimaTeS • Fully inSureD

Warren, MA        (508) 868-7312

Build Your  
Business

CALL: 
413.283.8393

EMAIL: 
dflynn@turley.com

Special Advertising Rates 
for Local Small Businesses 
- Ad Design Included!

Reach local 
households, 
in print 
and online!

HEREHERE

HOME • YARD • GARDEN

Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031
413-477-6913 • www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM; Sat 8AM-4PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

For All Your Yard, Garden & Garage Needs
Become A Member & Save Money!

Public Notices
BARRE PLANNING BOARD

PUBLIC HEARING
The Barre Planning Board will 

hold a public hearing on Tuesday, 
May 05, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Henry Woods Municipal Build-
ing, 40 West Street, 3rd  Floor, 
Barre, MA, in accordance with 
the provisions of Massachusetts 
General Laws, Chapter 40A, 
Section 5, upon the following ar-
ticle to appear on the Warrant for 
the May 19, 2026 Annual Town 
Meeting: To see if the Town will 
vote to amend the Town of Barre 
Code, Chapter 140 Zoning, Sec-
tion 140-4, Location of Districts, 
as follows, §140-4   Location of 
Districts, A.    The location and 
boundaries of these districts shall 
be as shown on the Zoning Map 
of Barre dated  March 27, 2026, 
being the most recent revision 
of prior Town of Barre Zoning 
Maps, which shall be on file in 
the office of the Town Clerk.

A copy of which is on file with 
the Town Clerk, the Planning 
Board and on the Town’s website 
at https://www.townofbarre.com. 

Anyone wishing to comment 
on this matter should attend the 
hearing or submit comments in 
writing prior to the hearing to the 
Planning Board.

Floyd Kelley, Chairman
04/16, 04/23/2026

PUBLIC AUCTION
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN PURSUANT TO THE 
PROVISIONS OF M.L.C. 225 
SEC.39A THE FOLLOWING 
VEHICLES WILL BE SOLD 
ON MAY 2, 2026 AT A SALE 
TO SATISFY OUR GARAGE 

LIEN THEREON FOR 
TOWING & STORAGE 

CHARGES AND EXPENSES 
OF SALE AND NOTICE:

2010 Infiniti EX35 
VIN JN1AJ0HR2AM754082
2017 Ford Taurus VIN 1FAH-
P2E8XHG105341
2011 Volkswagen Jetta 
VIN 3VWDZ7AJ9BM374160
2013 Honda CR-V 
VIN 2HKRM4H72DH615582
2014 Subaru Legacy 
VIN 4S3BMBL68E3018633

2009 Lincoln Navigator 
VIN 5LMFL28529EJ02048
2015 Audi Q7 
VIN WA1LGAFE4FD006798
2004 Subaru Impreza 
VIN JF1GD67594H503868
2000 Toyota Corolla 
VIN 1NXBR12E3YZ355533
2007 Hyundai SANTA FE 
VIN 5NMSH73E17H026571
2011 Mazda 6 
VIN 1YVHZ8CH2B5M17094
2013 Nissan NV 
VIN 1N6AF0LY7DN108416
2007 Hyundai ELANTRA 
VIN KMHDU46D57U120947
2007 Hyundai SANTA FE 
VIN 5NMSG73D67H107012
2017 Nissan Murano 
VIN 5N1AZ2MH3HN165864
2004 Honda Pilot 
VIN 2HKYF18554H503474
2022 Hyundai TUCSON 
VIN KM8JFCAE2NU103513
THE SALE WILL BE HELD AT 

EARLY’S ON PARK AVE.
536 PARK AVE., 

WORCESTER, MA  01603 
04/16, 04/23, 04/30/2026

dations put forward by the 
various town officials and 
administrators. 

Smola said he has been 
pushing for the Chapter 70 
formula to be fixed for some 
time.

“We should have been 
prepping for this two years 
ago,” he said. “We should 
already be here with a solu-
tion. We should already 
have a fix to the Chapter 70 
formula.”

He said the formula 
needs to be wiped out and 
rebuilt, in order for it to be 
beneficial to the school dis-
tricts and the towns. 

Smola also raised con-
cerns about the financial 
cliff created by the Student 
Opportunity Act, which is 
set to run out in fiscal year 
2027. He also talked about 
the “unprecedented” num-
ber of communities seeking 
overrides.

“Education is the big 
one,” he said in terms 
of costs in the budget. “It 

has the biggest impact on 
municipalities.”

Smola said school dis-
tricts are facing declin-
ing enrollment across the 
commonwealth, and they 
are now fighting over the 
same people. He said many 
school districts are also 
holding on to brick and 
mortar infrastructure that 
should not be in service.

“That’s not pragmatic 
and it’s not practical,” he 
said. “We’ve got to look at 
this through a different set 
of eyes.”

Berthiaume said pressure 
from school administrators 
and town officials on State 
House leadership would 
have more of an impact than 
just from him and the other 
legislators. 

Smola said they should 
ask legislators to take roll 
call votes before an amend-
ment, and “get them on the 
record.”

“If you want this short-
term fix, that would be my 
recommendation,” Smola 
said. “Your voice is going 

to be important to this pro-
cess.”

Marsi said it’s the words 
and actions of citizens that 
“turns the wheel” of change 
at the State House. 

Durant said legislators 
face an uphill battle on 
Beacon Hill, and he also 
advocated for the need for 
roll call votes. 

“Because that’s where 
people publicly announce 
their priorities,” he said. 

A unified voice
Mucha passed around 

a letter for administrators 
and town officials to sign, 
showing their unified com-
mitment to advocate for 
funding changes for rural 
schools.

Haughey said school 
districts cannot continue to 
meet state mandates without 
a change in funding.

“We can only work with 
what we’re given. We’re 
going backwards, nor for-
ward, with resources…the 
Band-Aids are done,” he 
said. 

RURAL SCHOOLS 
from page 6
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Where is this?

Turley Publications photo by Ellenor Downer

This week’s mystery photo is from Rutland. If any readers know where 
this photo was taken, they may email edowner@turley.com with their 
answer by noon on Monday, April 20. 
Bill Bowles, Peggy Civilik, Doreen Elliott and Jeremy Varnum correct-
ly identified the photo. The photo last week was taken of the Highway 
Department and dog kennel on South Street, Petersham.

THURSDAY, APRIL 16

ARTIST EXHIBITION takes place today 
from 4-6 p.m. at The Petersham Art Center, 
8 North St., Petersham. The public is invit-
ed. This opens the 2026 season with a new 
exhibition, “Paper & Print / One Couple’s 
CottageCollaboration: Elisabeth and Darrell 
Hyder’s Paste Paper and Letterpress Lives.” 
It runs through Sunday, May 10.  Regular Art 
Center hours are Thursdays through Sundays, 
noon -4 p.m. For more information about the 
exhibition and the Center, people may call 
978-724-3415. 

BARRE’S NARAMORE TRAGEDY 
with Barre historian Lucy Allen will speak 
on one of Massachusetts most disturbing 
tragedies today at 7 p.m. in the Gardner 
Museum, 28 Pearl St., Gardner.There will 
be museum hosted reception at 6:30 p.m. 
Lizzie Naramore murdered her six young 
children amid crushing poverty. Lucy will 
explore the legal realities that left Lizzie 
powerless over her children’s future and 
entirely dependent on a husband who failed 
to provide. She will reveal how the 1901 
Naramore case was also a stark struggle 
for women’s rights within marriage. Her 
presentation connects this tragedy to the 
1902 change in Massachusetts law, offer-
ing new insight into how women’s lack of 
legal rights shaped devastating outcomes. 
Reservation is required for every event via 
email info@gardnermuseuminc.com.

SATURDAY, APRIL 25

EAST QUABBIN LAND TRUST GALA 
DINNER will be held today at the Cultural 
Center at Eagle Hill, 242 Old Petersham 
Road, Hardwick. There will be a dinner and 
silent auction. Silent auctions items donat-
ed by local businesses include: Agronomy 
Farm Vineyard, Bemis Farm Nursery, 
Farmers Guild of Hardwick, Garrett Wade, 
Hannaford, Hardwick Sugar Shack, Klem’s, 
Louise Garwood Landscapes, Many Hands 
Organic Farm, New England Botanic Garden, 
Ragged Hill Cider, Salvadore Chevrolet, Still 
Life Farm, Stillman’s Quality Meats, The 
Center at Eagle Hill, The Kitchen Garden, 
Whortleberry Hill at Walker Farm and others 
to come.

CLOTHING SWAP sponsored by Barre 
Community Resilience as part of a Barre 
Earth Day event will take place today from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Commonplace Market, 
56 Common St., Barre. From April 1 to April 
23 people may bring their clean, unstained 
and unwanted clothes and accessories to The 
Commonplace Market, left side of the old 
Barre Bank Building during business hours 
Wednesday to Saturday from 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. and Sunday from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Items 
dropped off ahead of time will be organized 
into bins by size/type. Items brought on April 
25 will be placed into a miscellaneous bin for 
people to rummage through.

SEWING AND CRAFT SUPPLIES 
SWAP will take place today from 1-3 p.m. in 

the downstairs of the Petersham Town Hall, 1 
South Main St., Petersham. Sewers, quilters, 
knitters and other makers may drop of their 
clean, unused materials from 10:30 a.m.-
noon. They may take home materials for their 
next project for free. They don’t have to bring 
anything to take stuff home. People may visit 
to see the  list of accepted items at https://
tinyurl.com/3hz388ye.

SECOND ANNUAL REPAIR FAIR spon-
sored by he Barre Historical Society, 18-20 
Common St., Barre takes place today from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Rain date is Sunday, April 26. 
People may recall from last year that this is a 
free community event, focused on repairing 
items where volunteers with certain areas of 
expertise will fix or advise on how-to, for var-

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

J.P. McCarthy & Sons
www.MCCARTHYBUS.COM

JP McCarthy & Sons 
is now hiring great 
van drivers to help 
transport the students 
of the Quabbin Regional 
School District. 

Beginning July 1, 2026, 
McCarthy will be 
adding van service 
to serve the District. 
All current drivers are 
encouraged to apply. 

Email your interest to:
jobs@mccarthybus.com

JOIN THE 
TEAM!TEAM!

ious household items. This free event is run in 
conjunction with Earth Day events being held 
on Barre Common for the purpose of sharing 
knowledge and reducing waste while foster-
ing a sense of community. 

TOWN WIDE YARD SALE will take 
place today from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Funds raised 
benefit the Town’s 4th of July Celebration. 
There will be 200 plus participants selling 
from their homes or on the Town Common. 
Free maps are available at town lines, on 
the Town Common (Routes 122A and 56) 
and on the Rutland 4th of July Facebook 
page starting on Saturday, April 25 at 7 a.m. 
Rutland residents that wish to sell from their 
homes need to sign up before the end of day 
on Friday, April 17 to be listed on the map. 
The fee to have address listed on the map 
is $25. Details to sign up are on the Town’s 
website by visiting https://rutlandma.
gov/825/Town-Wide-Yard-Sale. For those 
that desire to sell at the Town Common, the 
fee is $30. One can sign up ahead of time 
or arrive the morning of. The spaces on the 
Town Common are first come first serve. 
People should -\\ bring their own tables and 
remove their own trash at the end of the day.  
The yard sale is held rain or shine.

SUNDAY, APRIL 26

‘HISTORY AT PLAY’ with present-
er Judith Kalaora will be about Lucy Stone 
today at 2 p.m. in Fellowship Hall at the 
Bulfinch Meetinghouse, 725 Main St., 
Lancaster. This free event is open to the pub-
lic and sponsored by the Lancaster Historical 
Society. Lucy Stone (1818-1893) was an 
ardent supporter of human rights. For more 
information, people may call 978-733-6907.

TANGLEWOOD MARIONETTE SHOW, 
the “Dragon King,” will take place today at 
3 p.m. in the New Braintree Town Hall, 20 
Memorial Drive, New Braintree. This under-
water fantasy based on Chinese folklore is 
hosted by the New Braintree Public Library. 
It’s the tale of a grandmother’s adventure to 
the bottom of the sea. This program is sup-
ported in part by a grant from the Hardwick/ 
New Braintree Cultural Council, a local agen-
cy which is supported by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, a state agency.

installed by National Grid on 
Main Street, and nine to be 
turned on in Rutland Heights, 
which are already installed 
but turned off. Select Board 
Chair Jen Leger said the cost 
for streetlights are $12 a 
month, and the annual cost to 
run all 10 new lights would 
be $1,440. 

Butler noted that the level 
service budget funds street-
lights, but if the override 
vote does not pass and they 
have to operate on a reduced 
budget, there would be lights 
shut off. 

Select Board member 
Leah Whiteman said it would 
be a better idea to discuss 
this after the override vote, 
and that she would not sup-
port investing any money in 

lights that would need to be 
turned off within a month. 
Select Board member Harry 
Szechman said he supported 
the turning on of the lights 
in Rutland Heights because 
everywhere else in the town 
has lights except that area. 

The  board  u l t imate-
ly voted to only move for-
ward with the one light on 
Main Street, by a vote of 4-1 
with Szechman voting no. 
Szechman made the motion 
to also move forward with 
the nine lights, but did not 
receive a second. 

Community Television 
policy

The board signed a pol-
icy about the editing of 
public meetings by Rutland 
Communi ty  Televis ion . 
Butler said staff has been 

questioning whether they 
need to edit out profanity, but 
the Federal Communication 
Commission’s  guidance 
advises against editing it 
out because it is protected 
speech, and there are legal 
definitions between profanity 
and obscenity. 

Whi teman  sugges ted 
those definitions be placed in 
the policy. The policy advis-
es staff to report any ques-
tions to the town adminis-
trator, where it can then be 
reviewed by town counsel. 

Federal Project 
Management policy

The board voted to sign a 
Federal Project Management 
policy, which reflects the 
Department of Revenue’s 
guidance on best practice. 

RUTLAND from page 1

es that could access tons of 
information from a person’s 
social security, health insur-
ance, the list goes on and 
on. Donohue gave various 
scenarios of how scammers 
operate. One of them was if 
someone unknown called and 
began asking questions, they 
should “never answer ques-
tions from someone who is 
calling you.”

Scammers skillfully used 
technology. With Artificial 
Intelligence on the rise, 
scammers capitalized on 
the use of AI to imperson-
ate trusted individuals. There 
were AI generated voice calls 

and videos where scammers 
can easily clone voices. 

In one story, Donohue 
talked about how a grandpar-
ent reviewed a video and a 
child came in realized it was 
AI. Donohue pointed out that 
even children were currently 
growing up with this tech-
nology. 

R e g a r d i n g  f i g u r i n g 
out what what real or not, 
Donohue talked about cou-
rier scams. These scams 
occurred when scammers 
posed as police, bank staff, 
or other officials and claimed 
someone’s accounts were 
compromised. The Federal 
Bureau of Investigation had 
a recent article out regarding 

courier scams.
In New Hampshire, there 

were 15 incidents of couri-
er scams. These scams were 
costly as the state of Maine, 
for example, lost around $2.5 
million to courier scams. In 
Massachusetts, there were 59 
incidents of courier scams 
resulting in $18,842,000 
lost. Donohue shared that the 
unfortunate part about couri-
er scams was “they are con-
vincing.” If people received 
notification that claim to be 
the police, Donohue suggest-
ed calling the actual police 
for confirmation. 

Imposter scams had a 
long history and came in 
all forms. These fell into 

categories such as bank 
accounts, businesses, tech 
support, grandparent scams, 
romance, and charity scams. 
For example, if a bank sent 
out reminders telling them 
to move funds, it might be 
a scam. In a real situation, 
a bank would not tell cus-
tomers to “take your money 
out.” 

The grandparent scams 
invo lved  random ca l l s 
regarding grandchildren 
being in various situations, 
such as a car crash or was 
put in jail. One technique 
to combat these scams was 
the “what’s the password,” 
where grandparents assigned 
a password to their actual 
grandchildren to confirm it 
was them calling. If the caller 
doesn’t know the password, 
then hang up the phone. 

Romance scams peak-
ed during Covid-19 and 
Donohue has spoken with 
people, who fell victim to 
romance scams. The profile 
pictures on dating apps could 
be devious; the profile might 
not be the person described. 
These resulted in scams for 
funds with fake accounts. 
One person Donohue spoke 
to lost a considerable amount 
of money to a romance scam. 

Charity scams went on all 
year long and nobody should 
donate and look into the 
company someone claims to 

represent. 
“ I f  you  don’t  know 

enough, don’t donate,” as 
Donohue put it. “Verify its 
real, don’t assume.” 

Social media was another 
area with a lot of misinfor-
mation. Users needed to be 
careful of what they looked 
up and shouldn’t click any 
links if they did’t know who 
posted it. Older adults were 
falling for these scams more 
often. Scammers often down-
load spyware onto someone’s 
computers. 

Even photographs being 
sent to people were poten-
tial scams. If anyone received 
downloadable pictures from a 
family member, they should 
contact the person to confirm 
that they were sending them 
the pictures. 

Imposter scams were 
targeting areas such as tax 
forms,  soc ia l  secur i ty, 
Medicare and law enforce-
ment. For Medicare or health 
insurance,  folks should 
review their statements for 
confirmation to see if they 
were legitimate. 

Scams posing as law 
enforcement happened on 
recently where people were 
getting notifications about 
missing court hearings, fines, 
threats of arrest. Donohue 
mentioned that some of these 
false messages were even 
telling people not to go to a 

federal building to resolve 
these issues. These scams 
were occurring as of late, and 
nobody should be pressured 
by these. 

Oakham Chief of Police, 
Fred Gehring attended this 
presentation and mentioned 
anyone should check with 
their local law enforcement 
before they engage with any-
body who contacted them 
about this information. 

As of 2026, AI was mak-
ing things more believ-
able, which can be used to 
take advantage of people. 
Donohue talked about the 
most recent Boston parking 
ticket scam that happened 
earlier this year. 

There was also the option 
to be on the do not call list, 
which prevents business-
es from contacting people. 
However, scammers still 
managed to contact people. 

Chief Gehring shared a 
story about catching a scam-
mer connected to a load-
er found off marketplace. 
This scam also happened in 
California and the Chief was 
able to tie the cases together 
and locate the scammer. 

Donohue  took ques -
tions from the public after 
the presentation. For more 
information on scams, folks 
can visit the Federal Trade 
Commission website, www.
ftc.gov. 

OAKHAM from page 1
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Quabbin baseball defeats Tahanto

Turley photos by Jeffrey Haynes

Abe Brown makes a leaping catch as Tahanto’s Luke Stevens steals 
second base.

Ian Haupt beats Tahanto’s Thomas Chamberlain to 
first base for the game-winning out.

Andy Warfield makes the 
catch on a shot to right 
field.

Adam Adams connects for a hit.

Finn Leander fires in a pitch

BARRE – Last Wednesday after-
noon, the Quabbin Regional High 
School baseball team won a close 
matchup with Tahanto High School 
6-4. It was the second win of the 
season for the Panthers, who unfor-
tunately fell to Narrragansett 11-8 
last Friday afternoon. The Panthers 
are back in action on Thursday after-
noon, Apr. 16 at 4 p.m., hosting St. 
Bernard’s.

Kelsey Allen fields a 
shot from deep cen-
ter field.

BARRE – It was a tough 
week last week for Quabbin 
softball, suffering a pair 
of losses against Tahanto 
and Narragansett. But the 
Panthers did rebound on the 

road Monday with a win 
17-2 against Murdock. The 
Panthers are now and even 
2-2 on the season and next 
face Oakmont on Friday, Apr. 
17 at 3:30 p.m.

Kai Schuster gets a base hit.

Raegyn Wnek gets a hit in front of Tahanto catcher 
Anna Bidinger.

Bree May fields a grounder heading down the third 
base line.

Aubrey Pope fields a shot 
hit out to left field.

Panthers even record at 2-2

Quabbin girls golf 
evens record with win

BARRE – On Monday, 
the Quabbin Girls Golf Team 
improved to 2-2 on the sea-
son with a 

convincing win over 
We s t b o r o u g h  3 2 - 1 6 . 
Makenzie Casey was the 
medalist shooting a 43 for 9 
holes. Sam Vessair, Kaylan 
Cavanagh ,  Ava Brady, 
Sierra Lambert all won their 

matches. Last Thursday, The 
Quabbin Girls Golf Team 
picked up its first victory 
of the season. The Panthers 
defeated Worcester 24.5-
11.5. Makenzie Casey was 
the Medalist shooting a 32 
for 6 holes. The other match 
winners were Samantha 
Vessair, Maya Faucher, and 
Emma Akert.

P A L M E R  – 
Pa t h f i n d e r  s o f t b a l l 
w a s  a b l e  t o  p u s h 
across a couple of runs 
ear ly,  but  Chicopee 
Comprehensive came 
r o a r i n g  b a c k  a n d 
ended up turning the 
game around, defeat-
ing Pathfinder 25-9 last 
Thursday at Pathfinder 
Tech .  The  Pioneers 
fell to 0-4 on the sea-
son while  Chicopee 
Comprehensive rose 
above .500 to 3-2.

Pioneers score early, but fall  to Comp

Julieta Tweedell hus-
tles home on a hit.

Carly Juda makes a throw across the diamond.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Addison Doktor swings and connects on a base hit. Ellisyn Gelinas sends an easy throw to first.
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REMINDER:
APRIL 30TH IS THE

DEADLINE TO REMOVE
STUDDED TIRES

ORIGINAL TIRE CO.
Joseph West, Prop.

SOUTH ATHOL ROAD, ATHOL 978-249-3477
OPEN TUESDAY & THURSDAY 8 A.M-2 P.M.

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 8 A.M.-5 P.M.
SATURDAY 8 A.M.-12 P.M.
Service While You Wait

Member SPIC > edwardjones.com    

David J. Mason, CFP®, ChFC®

Financial Advisor

164 Market Drive
Athol, MA 01331
978-780-0002

Member SIPC

Hunter E Boody, ChFC®

Financial Advisor
1448 Main St
Palmer, MA 01069
413-289-1875

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894P-A AECSPAD

Retiring Soon?
Give us a call.

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

& Soul coach for about 10 
years, and first became 
involved when her home-
town in Maine saw a positive 
change through it regarding 
the impact of a trash inciner-
ator plant.

“They did Community 
Heart & Soul and started 
hearing from residents,” she 
said. 

After the two-year pro-
cess, the town’s council 
voted to buy and close the 
plant. This has improved the 
town’s business community, 
which is now thriving.

“Main Street  is  now 
vibrant,” Ingraham-White 
said of her hometown. “It’s 
an incredibly different place 
from where I grew up.”

Ingraham-White  sa id 
there are three steps to the 
Community Heart & Soul 
process and that’s “Involve 
Everyone,” “Focus on What 
Matters Most” and “Play the 
Long Game.” 

R i g h t  n o w,  N o r t h 
Brookfield is still in the “get-
ting started” phase of the 
four-phrase process.

In phase one, Ingraham-
White will work with the 
team to build leadership 
amongst volunteers, and an 
awareness of the process. 
The team will develop its 
core message and interact 
with the local government.

The second phase of the 
project will focus on story 
gathering from residents, and 
forming listening groups to 
summarize data from the sto-
ries and strengthen commu-
nity relationships. This gives 
residents an opportunity to 
reflect on what they love 
about their town.

“We focus on stories rath-
er than sending out surveys 
with generic questions,” 
Ingraham-White said. 

Phase three is all about 
planning and starting to draft 
a Community Action Plan, 
with help from municipal and 
community leaders, as well 
as other stakeholders.

“What you end up with is 
basically an action plan of 
ideas,” she said. 

I n  p h a s e  f o u r ,  t h e 
Community Heart & Soul 
statement is officially adopt-
ed by the town, and promot-
ed throughout the communi-
ty. The Community Action 
Plan is also finalized and 
made available. 

This is also the time to 
develop an implementation 
strategy for the plan. 

Ingraham-White said the 
Community Heart & Soul 
team is typically not a town 
board or committee, but 

rather a group of residents 
partnering with a local non-
profit organization. North 
Brookfield’s team, the Heart 
of North Brookfield, will 
work with the Coalition for 
a Healthy North Brookfield. 

Ingraham-White spoke 
about the projects completed 
by other Community Heart 
& Soul towns, including the 
development of a transporta-
tion program funded through 
a $500,000 Department of 
Transportation grant, the 
creation of a community 
forest and implementation 
of a moratorium on big box 
stores. Each of these towns 
identified a different need 
through the Community 
Heart & Soul process and 
took action to reach a desired 
outcome.

“The process is really 
intended to get people sitting 
around the same table,” she 
said. 

She said being involved in 
the process often motivates 
people to serve on a town 
board or committee, especial-
ly for younger residents.

“It’s a good way to intro-
duce civics,” she said. “It’s 
an easier and friendlier way 
to get involved.”

Feedback from residents
Ingraham-White had peo-

ple in attendance introduce 
themselves, and share what 
it is they love about North 
Brookfield. 

Several residents spoke 
about the support their fam-
ilies received from the com-
munity when they were 
facing medical issues, from 
helping with rides to and 
from doctor’s appointments, 
to babysitting children, to 
putting on fundraiser dinners.

“The town stepped up,” 
Tara Hayes said. “I want to 
get back to that.”

Sue Lewandowski echoed 
Hayes’ statement, and spoke 
about how her neighbors 
helped her family through 
a difficult time, and how it 
motivated her to get more 
involved with the town she 
lived in and serve on the 
parent teacher organization. 
Now, Lewandowski serves in 
many community organiza-
tions in North Brookfield and 
regionally.

Residents spoke about 
negativity on social media, 
and how many people are 
reluctant to serve on a board 
or committee out of fear of 
the backlash.

Ingraham-White  sa id 
other towns have hosted 
“kindness nights” where peo-
ple can share their stories, 
and learn about each other. 
She said while this process 
will bring out negativity 
from some people initially, 

the positivity will always out-
weigh it. 

Nancy Waldron said, “We 
definitely want to continue 
to show that face, and keep 
going forward with the posi-
tive message.”

Residents spoke about 
existing outreach efforts in 
town that have been well 
received, including Hayes 
sending out welcome let-
ters to new residents in her 
role as Town Clerk, which 
provides them with vital 
information about the town. 
Another  posi t ive effort 
has been the Artist of the 
Month spotlight hosted by 
the Friends of the North 
Brookfield Town House. 

Residents spoke about the 
need to take action instead 
of just talking about issues 
that are important to them, 
from littering to the creation 
of mountain bike trails.

Jamie Gilman said his 
love for the outdoors and 
having access to open space 
spurred him to go before 
Board of Selectmen years 
ago.

“I just wanted to do some-
thing,” he said. 

It was there that he spoke 
with Brandon Avery, and 
soon became involved with 
the Town Forest and Parks 
& Recreation. He is now 
serving his first term on the 
Board of Selectmen.

“I got involved because 
I wanted trails,” he said. 
“Through this process I real-
ized, ‘wow, this town I live in 
has some good people.’”

Trish Miller said she 
would also like to see more 
togetherness and action, 
especially amongst existing 
town organizations.

Lewandowski said this is 
just the beginning of a more 
positive and united town.

“Community Heart & 
Soul will be able to uplift 
more people in the commu-
nity and we need it now,” 
she said. “We can get things 
done.”

About Community 
Heart & Soul

Community Heart & Soul, 
a nonprofit organization, 
builds stronger, healthier, and 
more economically vibrant 
small cities and towns across 
the United States through the 
Community Heart & Soul 
model, a resident-driven pro-
cess that engages the entire 
population of a town in iden-
tifying what they love most 
about their community, what 
future they want for it, and 
how to achieve it.

For more information, 
visit communityheartandsoul.
org. 

HEART & SOUL from page 1
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Pole hearing
T h e  S e l e c t  B o a r d 

approved the relocation of 
a pole on Nichols Road. No 
abutters attended the hearing. 

A National Grid spokesman 
was not at the hearing. 

Executive 
The Barre Select Board 

voted to enter into executive 
session citing MGL c.30A 
§21(A)(3) to discuss strate-
gy with respect to collective 
bargaining or litigation if an 

open meeting may have a 
detrimental effect on the bar-
gaining or litigating position 
of the public body and the 
chair so declares.

Next meeting
The next scheduled meet-

ing will be Tuesday, April 21 
at 5 p.m.

neously with the station. 
McDonald detailed how 

he plans to make the sta-
tion look, saying he wants 
it to fit in with the agri-
cultural community, and it 
would look like a barn from 
the outside, with a post and 
beam exterior. He said the 
plan is to have a food kitchen 
in the building, along with 
a drive-thru window, with 
hours of operation estimated 
to be 6 a.m.-11 p.m. 

Dennis Rice is the archi-
tect for this building, and he 
gave more technical details 
about the space the build-
ing would take up. Rice said 
the property is 17 acres, 
and has 530 feet of front-
age on Worcester Road, and 
about 200 feet of frontage 
on Coldbrook Road, and has 
a 40 foot setback from the 
road. 

He said the property is in 
the wellhead protection zone 
2, and there would be stor-
age space for equipment and 
material, similar to what is 
already there. 

For gas pumps, Rice said 
there would be four dou-
ble-sided stations. McDonald 

said it would be more than 
a year between the starting 
and finishing of construction, 
with the first focus being 
the installation of tanks and 
pumps. 

As for the location of the 
station, McDonald said the 
speed limit is 35 mph, and 
the police often use the lot 
for patrols. He said the loca-
tion is a good spot because it 
can be viewed from multiple 
angles. 

Rice said deliveries of 
gas and other goods would 
utilize a route around the 
building, separate from the 
parking lot where customers 
would be. 

Residents Richard and 
Jessica Power were in atten-
dance, as they are abutters to 
Higgins Powersports and the 
Barre Family Health Center. 

Richard said the corner is 
dangerous and an accident 
zone. He also said that the 
extra lighting would draw 
attention to their property. 

Floyd Kelley, chairman 
of the Planning Board said 
the state along with Graves 
Engineering will review the 
proposal, and there will be 
future hearings to discuss. 
He also said the property 

is in a business/commer-
cial zone, as the zoning was 
changed at a previous meet-
ing. 

Jessica said that she spoke 
with the assessor, Jesse 
Warren, who she claims 
verbally assured her that 
their property value would 
not decrease as a result of 
the proposed gas station. 
Richard said that data shows 
that property values near gas 
stations do go down though. 

Jessica also asked if the 
business would be selling 
alcohol and cigarettes, stat-
ing that they find litter on 
their property. 

She also questioned why 
the gas station would be 
open until 11 p.m., as she 
said there is not much traf-
fic in town after 7 p.m. She 
said Higgins and the health 
center close by 7:30 p.m. at 
the latest. 

She also shared concerns 
that the project had already 
started prior to receiving 
approval, as there is a sign 
already being put up. She 
said that their presence at 
the meeting was “useless” 
because the project was 
“already done and starting.” 

At this point, the dis-
cussion was ended and the 
board scheduled for the pub-
lic hearing to continue on 
May 5 at 7 p.m. 

PLANNING BOARD
from page 1

Annual plant, bake, craft and 
tag sale to take place May 16-17

HARDWICK – The Tri-
Parish Community Church 
is  pleased to announce 
they will be holding their 
20th Annual Plant, Bake 
Sale, Craft & Tag Sale on 
the  Hardwick Common 
Saturday and Sunday, May 
16 and 17 from 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. each day. 

T h i s  p o p u l a r  E a s t 
Quabbin area event will fea-
ture traditional, favorite, and 
connoisseur perennials, plus 
selected annuals, heirloom 

vegetable plants, and herbs 
in time for spring planting. 

There is a wonderful vari-
ety in plants offered through 
several local vendors includ-
ing Stillman’s Farm and 
Howe’s Farm and Garden of 
New Braintree, Inishowen 
Farms of North Brookfield, 
and “home-grown lovelies” 
from private gardens. A deli-
cious assortment of home-
baked desserts and breads 
will also be sold. 

The event is held rain or 

shine. All are welcome.
The Church is also seek-

ing vendors for their annual 
Tag and Craft sale to coin-
cide with the Plant and Bake 
Sale. 

Please reserve your space 
on the Hardwick Common 
early. Spaces will be offered 
for $35 each. 

Appl icat ions  may be 
obta ined by contact ing 
Marguerite at:  mcrevier1.
mc@gmail.com or 413-477-
6942.

Candlepin League News
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

Thursday Night Mixed 
at Bogey

EAST BROOKFIELD – 
The Thursday Night Mixed 
League at Bogey Lanes is 
nearing the end of the bowl-
ing season. 

Holding onto first place 
is the four-person team 
(Team Four) of Kaelin 
S ky e ,  R y l ey  B u r d e t t , 
Nate Fontaine, and Aaron 
Fontaine with a record of 
66-22. Team Four has six-
point lead over the sec-
ond-place team, Walking my 
Goldfish (60-28). 

Te a m  Fo u r  b ow l e d 
a g a i n s t  t h e  S c o r p i o n 
Bowlers during the first 
week in April. In game 
one, Team Four defeated 
Scorpion Bowlers by a score 
of 416-402. Ryley Burdett 
of Team Four bowled well 
with 119. 

In game two, Team Four 
held onto the lead long 
enough to win 440-434. 
Aaron Fontaine of Team 
Four bowled well with 154 
to clinch the second win for 

his team. 
In game three, Team 

Four clinched the sweep 
over Scorpion Bowlers by 
winning the last game 447-
385. Nate Fontaine led the 
team with 141 to finish. His 
brother finished with 116 
and a series of 380 while 
Burdett finished with 114 
and a series of 327. The 
final score was 1303-1221 in 
favor of Team Four. 

Spare  Bears  bowled 
against The B Team at 
Bogey Lanes. In game one, 
Spare Bears and the B Team 
tied 385-385. In game two, 
the B Team won by a score 
of 408-369. Joe Mullen of B 
Team was over his average 
by scoring 102. 

In game three, B Team 
won by a score of 395-361. 
Mullen broke the centu-
ry mark again with 100 in 
the final game. Final score 
was 1188-1115 in favor of 
B Team. 

Walking my Goldfish 
bowled against Music Man. 
In game one, Walking my 
Goldfish won by a score of 
388-381. Game two was 
also won by Walking my 
Goldfish, 436-390. 124 was 
bowled by Aaron of Walking 

my Goldfish. The team also 
won the last game, 425-398. 
Steve Burritt of Music Man 
finished with 107. 

Team Twelve bowled 
against the Bowling Hogs. 
In game one, Team Twelve 
won by a score of 410-383. 
John Miller of Team Twelve 
began the match with 111. 

In game two, Bowling 
Hogs won by a score of 389-
387. Game three was won 
by the Bowling Hogs, 409-
405. The final score was 
1202-1181 in favor of Team 
Twelve. 

Slide or Die bowled 
against Glen Echo Rollers. 
In game one, Glen Echo 
Rollers defeated Slide or 
Die by a score of 407-377. 
In game two, Glen Echo 
Rollers won again by a score 
of 398-376. 

In game three, Slide of 
Die won by a score of 407-
392. The final score was 
1197-1160 in favor of Glen 
Echo Rollers. 

Roster spots remain open in the QVBL
SOUTH HADLEY – 

While the new player draft 
has come and gone in the 
Quabbin Valley Baseball 
League, there are still sev-
eral open roster spots for 
players age 28-and-up. The 
regular season is set to get 
underway in a little more 
than a week and the six 
teams in the are still looking 
to add more players.

Players can go to the 
league website and fill out 
the registration form so they 
can get placed on a team 
immediate in front of the 
season opener.

For the 2026 season, the 
cost will be $215 and will 
include a 16th game added 
to the regular season sched-
ule.

During the 2025 season, 

the league experimented 
with playing on Mother’s 
Day Saturday as well as a 
weeknight game to allow 
players an opportunity to 
play under the lights. While 
the night games were very 
successful, the Mother’s 
Day Saturday games were 
rained out.

Those elements wil l 
return along with a 16th 
game with an opponent to 
be determine as the league’s 
board explores possibilities 
for interleague matchups 
with another league in the 
region. 

The season is currently 
slated to start on Sunday, 
April 19 and following the 
success of the six-team fall 
league last year, the league 
will also have a fall league 

in September and October 
this season.

The registration is live 
at www.quabbinvalleybase-
ball.org. Players must regis-
ter and then pay the league 
dues via Venmo or contact 
the league leadership if an 
alternate form of payment is 
needed.

Aside from the week-
night and Mother’s Day 
games, other games take 
place Sundays at 10 a.m. 
outside of Mother’s Day, 
Memorial Day and July 4 
weekends. Playoffs will be 
in August.

This is the 30th season 
for the league and league 
officials are looking to cele-
brate the anniversary with a 
couple of events. 
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Easter Season Part 2

Last week we considered 
the question: “What if Christ 
did not rise from the grave?” 

As was noted, the whole 
of the faith crumbles if you 
remove the Risen Christ from 
its foundation. However, in 
this edition let us wrestle 
with a related query: “What 
if Jesus did, in fact, rise from 
the grave?” 

1)  The  Resurrec t ion 
Authenticates the person of 
Jesus Christ

The Resurrection authen-
ticates all that Christ claimed 
about Himself. Please note 
that Jesus made significant 
claims about His nature, pur-
pose and work. For instance:

He declared Himself to be 
the Bread of Life (cf. John 
6:35 - Source of Spiritual 
Nourishment and Life)

He declared Himself to 
be the Light of the World 
(cf. John 8:12 - The Sole and 
Ultimate Arbiter of Truth)

He declared Himself to be 
the Door or the Gate (cf. John 
10:7 - The Only Access Point 
to Life Eternal)

He declared Himself to be 
the Good Shepherd (cf. John 
10:11-14 - Sovereign Care of 
His Own)

He declared Himself to be 
the Resurrection and the Life 
(John 11:25 - Master Over 
Death/Life)

He declared Himself to be 
the Way-Truth-Life (cf. John 
14:6 - Gateway to Life and 
Truth)

He declared Himself to 
be the True Vine (cf. John 
15:1, 5 - Source of Life and 
Vitality)

These are claims that no 
one in their right mind could 
make. If He was still dead, 
we might rightly label Jesus a 
liar or a lunatic (to draw upon 
the insights of C. S. Lewis). 
But what do we call Him if 
He truly rose from death? 
Lord.

2)  The  Resurrec t ion 
Authenticates the message of 
Jesus Christ

Jesus was the consummate 
Teacher. His words are both 
timeless and timely, touching 
upon every facet of life and 
living. Feel free to consid-
er the teachings of Christ at 
your convenience, as record-
ed in Gospels of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John. These 
will take a lifetime to study, 
digest and apply, but they are 
surely worth the investment!

Thus said, if Christ was 
dead, we would have every 
reason to dismiss and disre-
gard His precepts. Yet if He 
is alive, we have every obli-
gation to embrace and hear-
ken to His words. After all, if 
Jesus conquered death, that is 
striking evidence that He and 
His message were from God. 
And if His message is from 
God, we are accountable for 
the manner in which we obey 
it!

3)  The  Resurrec t ion 
Authenticates the promises of 
Christ

A promise is only as trust-
worthy as the person making 

it. If an unreliable person 
makes me a promise, I hope 
for the best but prepare for 
the worst. If a reliable person 
makes a promise, I am much 
more inclined to place my 
hope in its fulfillment. 

Thus said, Jesus promised 
on several occasions to rise 
from death. If He failed to 
keep His promise in this area, 
how can we trust Him in any 
area? Would this not destroy 
His credibility? Yet if He kept 
His word, conquering death, 
then all of His promises hold 
true! Enjoy the following 
sampling of the promises of 
Christ (cf. Matt. 7:7-8; Matt. 
11:28-30; John 10:10; John 
14:1-3; John 3:16). 

In summary, apart from 
the happenings of Easter the 
whole of the Christian faith 
implodes. Yet if Jesus did 
rise from death, His Person, 
Message and Promises are 
affirmed. Ultimately, what do 
you believe and are you liv-
ing according to that convic-
tion? I close with these words 
of C. S. Lewis: “Christianity, 
if false, is of no importance, 
and if true, of infinite impor-
tance. The only thing it can-
not be is moderately import-
ant.” 

Thank you for taking the 
time to read this publication. 
Should you have any com-
ments or questions, feel free 
to contact me at your con-
venience using the informa-
tion below. Also, feel free to 
check us out online at www.
NewLifeBarre.org or visit us 
each Sunday at 10:30am. We 
hope to see you soon! 

Pastor James Foley
New Life Assembly 
of God
60 Main St. South Barre
jamesfoley
@newlifebarre.org
978-355-6407

Easter Sunday
“I have seen the Lord. 

He is Risen.”

Scripture Reading:
I. Introduction
Having genuine love and 

affection for someone you 
call a sister, brother or friend, 
and knowing they feel the 
same way, is a wonderful gift. 

These relationships are 
precious and bring so much 
joy to those involved. They 
are also resilient in the face 
of various challenges due to 
the mutual support and care 
everyone experiences. We 
see Jesus showing us what it 
means to call His disciples 
brothers, even when they 
deserted Him during the most 

difficult moments of His life. 
Let’s have a look.

II. I have seen the Lord He 
is Risen

There is so much pain in 
Christ’s journey to the cross, 
yet so much power and glory 
in the extraordinary events 
on the Day of Resurrection. 
We see how Christ during the 
ninth hour on the cross cried 
out, “My God, my God, why 
have You forsaken Me?”

What sorrow, what isola-
tion from most of His disci-
ples who had followed Him. 
And then, when He gave 
His last breath in Matthew 
Chapter 27 v 51 – 53, we see 
the power of God at work 
through an earthquake that 
broke open the tombs and 
many bodies of those who 
had died, were raised to life. 
After Jesus’ resurrection they 
all appeared in the holy city 
and appeared to many people. 

We see Jesus in the worst 
of moments in His life, 
but God was present in the 
most powerful way to show 
those who executed Him, 
mocked Him, deserted Him, 
the frightened women who 
watched from a distance and 
John, the one disciple whom 
Jesus loved, that God was 
present through it all.

The extra security they 
put in place would not last, 
because of the power of God 
again at display here in our 
passage through the earth-
quake that would bring God’s 
angel right to the entrance of 
the tomb, dazzling in white 
clothes and who would 
remove the heavy stone, sit 
on it and bring the powerful 
message of Jesus’ resurrec-
tion to the women who were 
waiting there on that early 
Sunday morning. 

They witnessed the bright-
ness of God’s powerful angel 
in all its glory breaking open 
the tomb, with the message 
that their Savior, Jesus Christ 
was not there. He is not 
here...He has risen, the angel 
said. The guards, Matthew 
described, were shaken and 
became like dead men. 

Do not be afraid, the angel 
told the women. He is alive, 
so you must go and share this 
good news with the disci-
ples and let them know they 
need to wait in Galilee, where 
Jesus will meet them. These 
women witnessed the remark-
able event of His resurrec-
tion, experienced profound 
emotions, and found comfort 
through the presence of the 
angel, which brought them 
peace and genuine joy. 

Go, he says, go tell the 
disciples about what you just 

experienced! On their way 
they met up with Jesus, and 
they were filled with so much 
more joy and wonder as 
they fell to His feet, clasped 
them and worshipped them. 
I cannot imagine what those 
moments must have been 
like, other than to see how 
they were lifted up high from 
a dark and broken place to the 
light and healing power of the 
resurrection. Then came these 
words from Jesus, “Tell My 
brothers, the disciples to wait 
for Me in Galilee.” In the 
Gospel of John, we read how 
Mary Magdalene told the dis-
ciples these powerful words, 
“I have seen the Lord.”

III. Conclusion
Christ’s purpose and mes-

sage during His earthly min-
istry remained the same on 
the Day of Resurrection... 
which is to love and to for-
give. He called His disciples 
who deserted Him, denied 
Him, betrayed Him, and fled 
from the scene of the cross, 
My brothers...and that He 
will meet up with them, and 
we know that they became 
His apostles. His message 
of love, light, forgiveness, 
peace, and joy continues in 
our lifetime as well. 

His resurrection therefore 
needs to be seen by all of us 
in all its fullness, the full-
ness to love and care for one 
another as He loved all those 
around Him, the fullness to 
love and accept our neighbors 
as ourselves, despite our dif-
ferences, to forgive those who 
hurt us, and to receive the for-
giveness that they offer us. 

This Day of Resurrection 
calls all of us to receive this 
light from Christ, and turn 
to one another right here 
with love and compassion, 
and then to go out into our 
homes, our neighborhoods, 
our workplaces, our towns 
and as far as we spread our 
wings, to live the way He 
lived until the end of His life 
and beyond into the resurrec-
tion. 

May God help us to 
do this, and to bring this 
Resurrection hope, light, 
peace, and joy into our world 
that needs it so much. May 
we all pass on this message 
of Mary Magdalene, “I have 
seen the Lord”, because we 
have been reminded of the 
light of the Son of God on 
this Resurrection Day. Happy 
Easter everyone. 

Amen

Pastor Margaret Keyser
Barre Congregationa
l Church
30 Park St., Barre

Local pastors offer sermons
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Michael J. Swistak
16th Anniversary

November 19, 1961 - April 17, 2010
Theresa S. Zaganiacz

8th Anniversary
July 1, 1930 - April 29, 2018

They were our strength, our guiding light,
Standing beside us through every fight.

With hearts so full of endless love,

They lift us still from up above.
They taught us courage, showed us grace,

Left warmth no time can erase.
And though they’re gone, they still remain

in love, in strength, in all we gain.
We love and miss you both so very much,

MaryAnn & Mark
Blair & Andy,

Morgan, Beckett and Delaney

In Loving Memory of

Hardwick Police Log
During the week of April 

6 -13 ,  the  Hardwick /New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 65 building/prop-
erty checks, 26 directed/area 
patrols, 16 radar assignments, 
one traffic control, 10 emer-
gency 911 calls, eight citizen 
assists, two assist other agen-
cies, three complaints, one 
safety hazard, two brush fires, 
one investigation, one larce-
ny/theft, one vandalism, one 
scam, two animal calls and 16 
motor vehicle stops in the town 
of Hardwick.

Monday, April 6
1 0 : 2 7  a . m .  M e d i c a l 

Emergency, Upper Church 
Street, Transported to Hospital

3 p.m. Scam, Fleming 
Road, Officer Handled

3:21 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Petersham Road,  Off icer 
Handled

3:46 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency,  Off  Rugg les 
Street, Transported to Hospital

4:45 p.m. Investigation, 
Main Street, Spoken To

7:10 p.m. Medical Alarm, 
H a r d w i c k  P o n d  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

7:41 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Telephone, Negative Contact

Tuesday, April 7
8:54 a.m. 911 Lockout, 

Br idge Street ,  No Act ion 
Required

10:58 a.m. Larceny/Theft/
Shoplifting, Barre Road, Report 
Taken

11:01 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Greenwich Road, Services 
Rendered

11:12 a.m. 911 Neighbor 
Dispute, Off Ruggles Street, 
Peace Restored

5:47 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Main Street, Officer 
Handled

11:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

Wednesday, April 8
1:59 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Upper Church Street,  No 
Action Required

12:35 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Greenwich Road, 
Officer Handled

5:08 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Main Street, Dispatch 
Handled

Thursday, April 9
10:32 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

M a i n  S t r e e t ,  S e r v i c e s 
Rendered

11:45 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Main Street, Officer Handled

2:16 p.m. Fire/Brush, North 
Road, Extinguished

2:53 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Church Lane, Officer Handled

3:12 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
B r o o k  R o a d ,  S e r v i c e s 
Rendered

8:44 p.m. Complaint, Lower 
Road, Officer Handled

10:29 p.m. Complaint , 
L o w e r  R o a d ,  S e r v i c e s 
Rendered

Friday, April 10
8:19 a.m. Fire/Brush, North 

Road, Extinguished
5:40  p .m.  911  Ass is t 

Citizen, Brook Road, Officer 
Handled

Saturday, April 11
6:58 a.m. 911 Misdial, 

Joslyn Road, Patient Refusal
9:22 a.m. Vandalism, Maple 

Street, Investigated
9:32 a.m. Medical Alarm, 

C h u r c h  L a n e ,  S e r v i c e s 
Rendered

Sunday, April 12
4:16 p.m. 911 Complaint, 

Broad Street, Officer Handled

Oakham Police Log
Sunday, March 15

1:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, Pine Road, Removed 
from scene

Monday, March 16
3:57  p .m.  Emergency 

Medica l  Serv ice  –  S ick /
U n k n o w n ,  S c o t t  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

5:42 p.m. Fire – Power 
L ines/Wires,  Scot t  Road, 
Investigated

Tuesday, March 17
1:25 a.m. Tree Incidents 

(No Wires), Old Turnpike Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

2:58 a.m. Tree Incidents 
(No Wires), Old Turnpike Road, 
Information Taken

5:16 a.m. Fire – Power 
Lines/Wires, East Hill Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

5:56 a.m. Fire – Brush and 
Wildland Fire, Rutland Road, 
Fire Extinguished

12:28 a.m. Animal – Lost 

and/or Found, New Braintree 
Road, Located/Found

Wednesday, March 18
10:54 a.m. Fire – Power 

Lines/Wires, Edson Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

Friday, March 20
5:44  p .m.  Emergency 

Medical Service – Falls, Ware 
Corner Road, Transported to 
Hospital

Saturday, March 21
8:10 a.m. Fire – Brush and 

Wildland Fires, Barre Road, 
Fire Extinguished

2:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Worcester Road, Citation 
Issued

3:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Worcester Road, Written 
Warning

11:27 p.m. Suspic ious 
P e r s o n / Ve h i c l e  A c t i v i t y, 
Worcester Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

See more police logs on page 12

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
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Rutland Police Log

Hubbardston Police Log
Sunday, March 15

7 : 0 7  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, Old 
Stage Road, No Action Required

6:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Worcester Road, Citation Issued

Monday, March 16
5 : 4 1  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 

Medical Service – Unconscious/
Unresponsive, Syncope, West 
Street, Report Filed

9:13 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Cut Off 
Road, Transported to Hospital

3 : 1 8  p . m .  T h r e a t s , 
Chamberlain Hill Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

5:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
North Brookfield Road, Written 
Warning

7:40 p.m. Property Damage, 
Summer Street, Information 
Given

Tuesday, March 17
6:28 a.m. Fire – Power Lines/

Wires, Cutler Road, Investigated
6:51 a.m. Fire – Power Line/

Wires, Grogan Road, Removed 
from Scene

7:20 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Trauma, South Street, 
Transported to Hospital

9 : 4 1 a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 

Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Gauthier Road, 
Transported to Hospital

10:39 a.m. Fire – Power 
Lines/Wires, Granger Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

2:11 p.m. Tree Incidents (No 
Wires, Adams Street, Referred to 
Other Agency

4:57 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, South Barre Road, Written 
Warning

6:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

Wednesday, March 18
3:31 a.m. Road Condition 

Notification, Hubbardston Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

8:09 a.m. Fire  Motor Vehicle 
Collision, North Brookfield Road, 
Report Filed

9:06 a.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Old Coldbrook 
Road, Report Filed

4:25 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, South Barre Road, Written 
Warning

5:25 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Summer Street, Criminal 
Complaint

Summons Whitehouse, Sarie 
Lynne, 37, Orange

Charges License Suspended, 
Operating Motor Vehicle With

Thursday, March 19
9:37 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Serv ice –  Wel fare  Check, 
Wauwinet Road, No Transport 
Required

5:42 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Summer Street, Negative Contact

Friday, March 20
4:04 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

– Disabled, Worcester Road, 
Information Taken

6 :47  a .m .  Road /Tra f f i c 
Hazard,  Spr ing Hi l l  Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

3:45 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Breathing Difficulty, 
Wauwinet Road, Transported to 
Hospital

Saturday, March 21
7:47 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 

Butterworth Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

8:10 a.m. Fire – Brush and 
Wildland Fires, Barre Road, Fire 
Extinguished

11:18 a.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Wauwinet Road, 
Officer/Chief Advised

1 : 3 7  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, Common 
St reet ,  Ambulance S igned 
Refusal

Sunday, March 15
12:59 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Barre Paxton Road, Report 
Filed

Summons Johnson, Erin Ann, 
28, Worcester 

C h a r g e s  U n l i c e n s e d 
Operation of Motor Vehicle, 
Inspection/Sticker, NO

12:01 p.m. Landlord Tenant/
Neighbor Dispute, Birchwood 
Road, Report Filed

6:51 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Wheeler Road, Negative Contact

8:38 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Main Street, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

Monday, March 16
4:25 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Falls, Maple Avenue, 
Transported to Hospital

8:30 a.m. Complaint, Edson 
Avenue, Officer Spoke to Party

8:44 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Breathing Difficulty, 
Barre Paxton Road, Transported 
to Hospital

10 :40  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Falls, Blair 
Drive, Transported to Hospital

11:04 a.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Wilson Way, 
No Action Required

11 :27  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

1:19 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Welfare Check, East 
County Road, Officer Spoke to 
Party

2:44 p.m. Property Damage, 
Maple Avenue, Report Filed

3:57 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service, – Sick/Unknown, Scott 
Road, Transported to Hospital

4:02 p.m. Threats, Main 
Street, Report Filed

4:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

5:19 p.m. Property Damage, 

Maple Avenue, Investigated 
(On-Going)

5:53 p.m. Fraud or Forgery, 
Main Street, Report Filed

7:28 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Soucy Drive, 
Mutual Aid Assist

9:23 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Prescott Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

Tuesday, March 17
4:55 a.m. Fire – Power Lines/

Wires, Brintnal Drive, Referred to 
Other Agency

5:56 a.m. Fire – Brush and 
Wildland Fires, Rutland Road, 
Fire Extinguished

6:43 a.m. Tree Incidents 
(No Wires), Moulton Mill Road, 
Removed from Scene

12 :26  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Breathing 
Di ff icul ty,  Glenwood Road, 
Mutual Aid Transport

12:28 p.m. Animal – Lost and/
or Found, New Braintree Road, 
Located/Found

12:50 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Intervale Road, 
Information Taken

1:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

1:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

1:47 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, East 
County Road, Transported to 
Hospital

3:14 p.m Animal – ACO Call, 
Glenwood Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

3:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Citation Issued

3:39 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Barre Paxton Road, Area Search 
Negative

4:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Paxton Road, Citation 
Issued

4:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

5:04 p.m. Landlord Tenet/
Ne ighbo r  D i spu te ,  Map le 
Avenue, Officer Spoke to Party

5:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Officer Spoke to 
Party

Summon Brock, Emma E., 
22, Gardner

C h a r g e s  U n l i c e n s e d 
Operation of Motor Vehicle, 
Unregistered Motor Vehicle, 
Speed ing  Ra te  o f  Speed 
Exceeding Posted Limit

5:44 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Main Street, Officer Spoke to 
Party

6:31 p.m. Property Damage, 
Prescott Street, Officer Spoke to 
Party

9:23 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Barre Paxton 
Road, Report Filed

Wednesday, March 18
12:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, East County Road, Written 
Warning

12:34 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East County Road, Written 
Warning

12:42 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East County road, Written 
Warning

5:59 a.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Barre Paxton Road, 
Transported to Hospital

7:47 a.m. Landlord Tenant/
Neighbor Dispute, Birchwood 
Road, Officer Spoke to Party

9:27 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Maple 
Avenue, Transported to Hospital

10 :26  a .m .  Susp i c ious 
Person/Vehicle Activity, Davis 
Street, Negative Contact

11:09 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street,  Wri t ten 
Warning

12:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Prouty Lane, Citation 
Issued

2:51 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Barre Paxton Road, Written 
Warning

3:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

4:48 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Paxton Road, Citation 
Issued

8:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Criminal Complaint

Summons Singh, Parminder, 
28, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Charges Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle, Speeding Rate of Speed 
Exceeding Posted Limit

Thursday, March 19
2:18 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 

Glenwood Road, Information 
Given

2:38 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Chest Pain/Heart 
Problem, Autumn Wood Drive, 
Transported to Hospital

9:40 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Brooke 
Haven Drive, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

10 :52  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Sick/Unknown, 
Forest Hill Drive, Transported to 
Hospital

11 :07  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Sick/Unknown, 
Maple Avenue, Transported to 
Hospital

1:30 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Breathing Difficulty, 
Victoria Avenue, Transported to 
Hospital

2:31 p.m. Fraud or Forgery, 
Main Street, Report Filed

3:58 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

4 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Wachuset t  St reet ,  Wr i t ten 
Warning

5:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

5 : 5 4  p . m .  C o m p l a i n t , 
Paddock Road, Officer/Chief 
advised

8:29 p.m. Juvenile Runaway, 

Main Street, Returned 
8 : 5 6  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 

Medical Service – Unconscious/
U n r e s p o n s i v e / S y n c o p e , 
Wachusett Street, Transported 
to Hospital

Friday, March 20
3:26 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle/

Parking Issues, Rutland State 
Park Beach Area, Officer Spoke 
to Party

3:48 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Olivia 
Lane, Transported to Hospital

5:52 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East County Road, Written 
Warning

8:14 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Johnson Way, Information Taken

8:15 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

9:35 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

9:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Citation Issued

Summons Brelsford, Jeffrey 
Robert, 41, Southbridge

Charges Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle, Registration Suspended, 
Operating Motor Vehicle With

1:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Arrest(s) Made

Arrest Zhuwao, Jessica Lee, 
51, Westminster

Charges Warrant,  Drug, 
Posses Class B

2:33 p.m. Prisoner Watch 
or Meal, Main Street, Prisoner 
Bailed

Arrest Zhuwao, Jessica Lee, 
51, Westminster

Charges Warrant,  Drug, 
Possess Class

5:07 p.m. Fire – Power Lines/
Wires, Intervale Road, Referred 
to Other Agency

5:15 p.m. Animal  ACO Call, 
Woodside Avenue, Officer/Chief 
Advised

5:44 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Ware Corner 

Road, Transported to Hospital
6:47 p.m. Fire – Explosive 

I n c i d e n t s ,  L i z z y  L a n e , 
Investigated

9:45 p.m. Fire – Explosive 
Incidents, Barre Paxton Road, 
Investigated

11:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Maple Avenue, Written 
Warning

11:24 p.m.  F i re  –  F i re 
Investigation, Central Tree Road, 
Investigated

Saturday, March 21
12:15 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Pommogussett Road, 
Criminal Complaint

Summons Heck, Crystalann 
Claire-Rose, 26, Southbridge

Charges Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle C90 S34J, Unregistered 
Motor Motor Vehicle,  Inspection/
Sticker, No

2:10 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Se rv i ce ,  A r rowhead  Way, 
Transported to Hospital

8:10 a.m. Fire – Brush and 
Wildland Fires, Barre Road, Fire 
Extinguished

8:16 a.m. Fraud or Forgery, 
Jamie Ann Drive, Report Filed

12 :35  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Falls, Main 
Street, Transported to Hospital

3:39 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Barre Paxton Road, Information 
Given

3:36 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Abdominal/Back Pain, 
Prescott Street, Transported to 
Hospital

4:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

5:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

7:30  p .m.  D is tu rbance/
Disorderly, Memorial Drive, 
Negative Contact

Sunday, March 15
2 :50  a .m.  Emergency 

Medical Service – Breathing 
Difficulty, Old Princeton Road 
Cutoff, Transported to Hospital

2 :06  p .m.  Abandoned 
Vehicle – Parking Issues, 
Gardner  Road,  Checked/
Secured

8:54 p.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, Williamsville 
Road, Report Filed

Tuesday, March 17
1:46 a.m. Tree Incidents 

(No Wires), New Westminster 
Road, No Action Required

6:53 a.m. Tree Incidents 
(No Wires), Ragged Hill Road, 
Removed from Scene

9:13 a.m. Fire – Power 
L ines /Wi res ,  M i le  Road , 
Investigated

11:30 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Brigham Street, Written 
Warning

11:54 a.m. Emergency 
Medica l  Serv ice – Fal ls , 
Madison Way, Transported to 
Hospital

12:16 p.m. Emergency 
Medical Service – Falls, Main 
Street, Mutual Aid Transport

4:22 p.m. Fire – Power 

Lines/Wires, Birches Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

6:07 p.m. Fraud or Forgery, 
Main Street, Report Filed

6 :35  p .m.  Emergency 
Med ica l  Serv ice  –  S ick /
Unknown, Moosehorn Hi l l 
Circle, Transported to Hospital

10:51 p.m. Emergency – 
Chest Pain/Heart Problem, Old 
Princeton Road, Mutual Aid 
Transport

Wednesday, March 18
9:11 a.m. Road Condition 

Notification, Brigham Street, 
Officer/Chief Advised

11:31 a.m. Emergency 
Medical Service – Welfare 
Check, Old Princeton Cutoff 
Road, No Transport Required

5 :31  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Falls, Old 
Turnpike Road, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

6:22 p.m. Larceny or 
Theft, Prentiss Hill Road, 
Report Filed

Thursday, March 19
9 a.m. Fire – Power 

Lines/Wires, Mi le Road, 
Investigated

Friday, March 20
7:53 a.m. Animal – ACO 

Call, Gardner Road, Returned
11:18 a.m. Fire – Vehicle 

Fires, Old Boston Turnpike, Fire 
Extinguished

3 : 4 0  p . m .  F r a u d  o r 
Forgery, Chicopee Drive, Call 
Transferred

Saturday, March 21
8:34 a.m. Erratic Operator, 

Gardner  Road,  Negat ive 
Contact

4:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Burnshirt Road, Written 
Warning

6:53 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Burnshirt Road, Written 
Warning

5:37 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Gardner Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

Highway Dept. Skilled Laborer / Truck Driver
The Town of New Braintree Highway Dept. is seeking qualified applicants for 
the immediate full-time position of Skilled Laborer / Truck Driver. Applicants 
must have a valid Massachusetts Driver’s License, Class B (CDL) with DOT 
Medical Examination Certification and a Hoisting Engineer License Class 2B 
with DOT Medical Examination Certification. Interested applicants should 
submit a letter of interest and an employment application to: 
Highway Department, 110 West Brookfield Road, New Braintree MA 01531.

____________________________

Highway Dept. Seasonal Laborer 
The Town of New Braintree is seeking a qualified candidate to perform 
seasonal work in the maintenance of town commons, roadways, grounds 
and cemeteries. Applicants must have a valid Massachusetts Driver’s License 
(Class D). This is a seasonal position for 20 hours per week with a flexible 
schedule, May through October. Interested applicants should submit a letter 
of interest and employment application to: Highway Department, 
110 West Brookfield Road, New Braintree MA 01531. 

For further information, please contact 
Richard Ayer, Highway Superintendent, at 508-867-2451, 
or via email at Highway@newbraintree.gov. 

A.A./E.O.E.

School Nutrition 
Team Member Openings 

IN MIDDLE HIGH SCHOOL
Part time, multiple shifts available, 

Monday-Friday
Great schedule & benefits

$18-$20/hr
 

Contact info:
schoolmeals@qrsd.org
can apply via email inquiry

978-355-4668x8512
Accepting paper applications at 

872 South St. Barre, MA 01005

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Support 
the local

businesses 
that support
your local

newspaper.
Let them know
you saw their 

ad in the

Barre
Gazette

BARRE GAZETTE - SERVING THE TOWNS OF BARRE, HARDWICK, 
HUBBARDSTON, NEW BRAINTREE, NORTH BROOKFIELD, OAKHAM, 

PETERSHAM & RUTLAND SINCE 1834

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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Classifieds
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12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MISCELLANEOUS
ST. JUDE THANK YOU FOR answer-
ing my prayers. P.F.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
I offer good quality electrical work, no 

project too small. Service upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy, dependable & insured. 

 Master Elec. #20773A. 
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

 Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, 
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall 
clean-ups, mulching, pruning. 

Serving parts of Hampden 
and Hampshire counties. 

Call 413-536-3697.

 

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

TUNE-UPS

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33’, 2 
SLIDE-OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $8000. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. 
Champion Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 
30 years experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/
shots. Now $1,200. 413-218-2321

CANNABIS CULTIVATION AND 
PRODUCT MANUFACTURING 

FACILITY (HOLYOKE)
Holyoke Wilds, a licensed cannabis cultiva-
tion facility in Holyoke, MA, is seeking reli-
able individuals for general cultivation and 
product manufacturing positions. Duties 
include assisting with plant care, trimming, 
cleaning, product manufacturing and other 
general tasks within the facility.
Start Date: Within the next few weeks to 
months
Pay: Varies based on experience. Ranges 
from $16 to $20 per hour.
Requirements: Applicants must be 21 
or older and eligible to work in the United 
States. Background checks are required 
under state cannabis regulations.

Interested candidates should email 
holyokewilds9@gmail.com 

with their contact information 
and brief work history.

Holyoke Wilds is an equal opportunity em-
ployer. All qualified applicants will receive 
consideration for employment without 
regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, national origin, 
disability, or veteran status.

SEASONAL FACILITIES CREW
wanted at Norcross Wildlife Foundation.

For a full job description, please visit 
www.norcrosswildlife.org

or email info@norcrosswildlife.org

The Town of North Brookfield is looking for 
a part-time Program Assistant for 
the Council on Aging. Please submit a re-
sume with a letter of interest to the Select-
men’s Office, 215 Main St., North 
Brookfield, MA 01535; or by email to 
selectmen@northbrookfield.net.

WANT TO WORK THIS SUMMER 
part or full-time? Help wanted for assisting 
in landscape maintenance and installation 
projects. Liberty Orchards Landscape, 
413-283-6408.

FOR RENT
AGAWAM APT. FOR RENT. 2 bed, 2 
bath, gas heat, private basement washer/
dryer hookup. $1600 mo. No utilities. No 
pets. Call 413-789-6206.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4
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9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

OPPORTUNITY

BUSINESS FOR SALE
BIOLINKS OF

NEW ENGLAND
Grease trap pumping business. 

Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

(413) 687-5552

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

GIANT APPLIANCE REBATES!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!
BIKES, E-BIKES!!!
WE REPAIR BIKES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE US!!!!
PRE-SEASON A/C SALE!!!

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
OPEN NOW 

7 DAY A WEEK!
8am-2pm 

Mon-Fri
8am-3pm 

Sat. & Sun. 

BRING IN ENTIRE AD FOR $5 OFF
with $10 minimum purchase.

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES
❖ MAC’N CHEESE
❖ LUNCH & BREAKFAST MEALS

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

See website for specials
JARSCafe.com
❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

TEA FOR TWO
1st Sunday Every Month
Reservations Required

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

WARE•WEST BROOKFIELD
175 West St., Ware

413-967-5121 • 967-3184
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

116 Federal St.
(Rt. 9) Belchertown

413-323-7661 • 323-9296

117 West Main St.,
W. Brookfield • 508-867-9947
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

*Excludes: 8201D, 8210, 
8226, 8228, 8280, 8281, 

8282, 8283, and 8746.

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

June 9-12 4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation ...............$899
June 27 ....Lake George Cruise & Lunch .......................$185
July 11 .....Provincetown by Fast Ferry .........................$220
July 19 .....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
Aug 30 .....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise .................from $1699

Boothbay Harbor 
Vacation

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

PRICE IMPROVEMENT!  
21-22 BEACH DRIVE                                              

WEST BROOKFIELD, MA                                           
$659,900    

PRICE IMPROVEMENT!  
95 TOWN FARM ROAD

WARREN, MA  
 $539,900

www.PostRoadRealty.comwww.PostRoadRealty.com

1504 North Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
 (413) 283-3511

362 Sewall St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

(413) 589-7308

KELLY KELLY && VELÁZQUEZ VELÁZQUEZ
EYE CENTEREYE CENTER

PETER J. KELLY, M.D., P.C.
LEONARDO J. VELÁZQUEZ, M.D.

DENNIS M. DORANS, O.D.
KELLY N. POULIOT, O.D.

PALMER HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
LUDLOW HOURS: Hours vary, please call

Accepting New Patients

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING
Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

64 Barre-Paxton Road, Route 122, Rutland

Daily $14.99 Home Cooked Specials!
6 Big Screen TVs To Watch!

Prime Rib & Prime Rib & 
Fresh SeafoodFresh Seafood
Best Pizza In Town!Best Pizza In Town!

508-886-4771
RESTAURANT & LOUNGE HOURS: 

WED & THURS 4:00-9:00 PM; FRI 2:00-9:00 PM; SAT 11:30 AM-9:30 PM; SUN 11:30 AM-9:00 PM

Ladd’s
RESTAURANT & LOUNGERESTAURANT & LOUNGE

WE KEEP IT SIMPLE. 
Great Food, Great Drinks, 

Great Service & Great People!

Check Out Our Specials at 
www.laddsrestaurant.net

CATERING & EVENT AVAILABLE CATERING & EVENT AVAILABLE 
BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!!!BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!!!

Quality Handcrafted Signs Since 1973

149 Broad St., Barre, MA
Tel. 978-355-3080

www.FlintSigns.com

PETERSHAM – When 
residents of the Quabbin 
Region travel away from 
their towns, they eventual-
ly return to share stories of 
their travels. 

These stories become 
the essence of the local 
community’s history. To 
that end, on Sunday, April 
16 at 10:30 a.m. the First 
Congregational Unitarian 
Church of Petersham, 3 West 
St., will offer a special pro-
gram by two world travelers 
who will share their travels 
and the insights they gained. 

The program. entitled 
“Global Travel: Windows 
to the World and Personal 

Empowerment,” features 
two world travelers, Brother 
Northstar, peace pilgrim and 
Dr. Larry Buell, both resi-
dents of Petersham. 

Brother Northstar became 
a resident of Petersham 
after 25 years traveling 
around the world as a Peace 
Pilgrim under the banner of 
his project, “One People, 
One Earth.” His travels to 
69 countries included the 
(1998-1999)  In t e r fa i t h 
Pilgrimage of the Middle 
Passage of the slave boats. 
Northstar’s story is quite 
unique and included tales of 
walking through the United 
States,  Japan, Okinawa, 

G u t e m a l a ,  B e l i z e  a n d 
Mexico.

Larry Buell on the other 
hand ,  t r ave l ed  a round 
the world in 1965 as an 
Ambassador of Sport for 
the  United States  with 
the Springfield College 
Basketball Team and, more 
recently, spent four months 
traveling through the former 
Soviet Union and Siberia. 
Both Northstar and Buell 
have remarkable stories 
that show evidence of how 
important travel is to one’s 
personal and planetary com-
munities.  One important 
theme of the morning pro-
gram will be the concept of 

the “Telos of one’s journey” 
when the traveler ends their 
journey and turns around to 
return home to tell the story 
to their people.  

For NorthStar, who has 
been welcomed into the 
community Petersham he 
looks forward to sharing his 
inspirational and informative 
travels. NorthStar states, “I 
look forward to sharing the 
depth of some of the lessons 
I learned from my many 
years of travel.”

The program is free and 
open to the public. For infor-
mation, people may email 
Larry Buell at larry@uof-
wild.org.

World travelers program at Unitarian church 

Submitted photo

The travels of Brother NorthStar, peace pilgrim, will 
be the focus of a Petersham program on Sunday, 
April 26 at 10:30 a.m. 


