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BARRE – Seven hundred 
seventy two voters (401 pre-
cinct 1 and 321 precinct 2) of 
the 4,305 register voter (2,125 
precinct 1 and 2,180 precinct 
2) or 16.77% went to the polls 
Monday, April 7.

Richard C. Stevens, 905 
Coldbrook Road, won a three-
year term on the Select Board 
with 482 votes (270 precinct 
1 and 212 precinct 2). Stevens 
was the only candidate on the 

ballot, but Matthew Urban 
of 330 Williamsville Road 
received 211 write-in votes 
(109 precinct 1 and 102 pre-
cinct 2).

Contests on the ballot 
included Water Commissioner 
and Sewer Commissioner. 
Three candidates vied for 
one three year term as Water 
Commissioner. The win-
ner was Catherine P. Chase, 
120 Hardwick Road with 
289 votes (154 precinct 1 
and 135 precinct 2). Cory 
C. Bombredi, 473 Wauwinet 
Road, had 222 votes (108 pre-

cinct 1 and 114 precinct 2) 
and Michele Lynn Fatcheric, 
107 James St. had 164 votes 
(110 precinct 1 and 54 pre-
cinct 2).

Candidate for re-election 
Matthew R. LaPointe, 346 
Coldbrook Road, won anoth-
er three year term as Sewer 
Commissioner with 433 
votes (225 precinct 1 and 208 
precinct 2). His challenger, 
Devin E. Resnik, 14 School 
Street North received 167 
votes (95 precinct 1 and 72 
precinct 2).

There were also two ballot 

questions. Question 1 passed 
with 387 (218 precinct 1 
and 169 precinct 2)in favor 
of exempting from the provi-
sions of Proposition 2 ½ the 
bond issued to purchase and 
equip the new fire truck and 
280 opposed (149 precinct 1 
and 131 precinct 2).

Q u e s t i o n  2  w a s  a 
non-binding advisory opin-
ion on a dam located on the 
Prince River near Flaherty 
Road. It failed to pass with 
440 opposed (252 precinct 1 
and 188 precinct 2) and 254 
in favor (133 precinct 1 and 

121 precinct 2).
“A no vote means means 

that you are not in support 
of the Select Board pursu-
ing Town ownership of the 
Dam and the current condi-
tions will remain in effect.”  
“A yes vote on this question 
means you are in support of 
the Select Board pursuing 
Town ownership of the Dam 
by requesting an appropria-
tion and other necessary votes 
at Town Meeting. A yes vote 
does not require the Select 
Board take any particular 
action and no actions will be 

taken until all proper Town 
Meeting authorizations have 
been obtained.”

All other candidates were 
unopposed on the ballot. 
Joshua E. Smith, 80 Pleasant 
St., candidate for re-election, 
received 579 votes (308 pre-
cinct 1 and 271 precinct 2) for 
three year term as moderator. 
Ellen Glidden won another 
three year Town Clerk term 
with 622 votes (343 precinct 
1 and 279 precinct 2).

Also re-e lected were 

See ELECTION, page 6

Stevens wins Select Board seat over write in candidate

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

RU T L A N D  –  T h e 
Rutland Public Library held 
a joint meeting regarding a 
new Regional Emergency 
Communications District.

The Towns of Barre, 
Hubbardston, Oakham, 
Rutland, and Warren are 
exploring a shift to a new 
R e g i o n a l  E m e r g e n c y 
Communications District, 
a jointly owned and gov-
erned approach to emer-
gency dispatch services. 
Representatives from each 
of the five towns, includ-
ing members  of  each 
Town’s select boards, Town 
Administration,  Police 
and Fire attended the joint 
meeting to see the informa-
tional presentation of this 
possible new model for a 
Regional Dispatch District. 

Giving the presenta-
tion was Communications 
D i r e c t o r  a t  R u t l a n d 
R e g i o n a l  E m e r g e n c y 
Communications Center 
Mike Moriarty, Rutland 
Town Administrator Austin 
Cygan i ewicz ,  Depu ty 
D i r e c t o r  o f  R R E C C 
Elizabeth DeFosse, Thomas 
Kennedy from the Collins 
Center, Stephen Foley, and 
Director of Special Projects 
for the Massachusetts State 
911 Department  Peter 
Kinnas. 

A PowerPoint presen-
tation was provided and 

shared the feasibility study 
update from the Collins 
Center, a draft district 
agreement chapter, an oper-
ational and technical dis-
cussion and soon an open 
discussion featuring ques-
tions, comments and con-
cerns from representatives 
of the five named towns 
that could make up this 
regional dispatch district. 

The RRECC is a cen-
ter that provides enhanced 
911 services, police, fire 
protection, and emergen-
cy medical services. The 
RECC is the first point of 
reception of a 911 call. This 
center provides services to 
the communities of Barre, 
Hubbardston, Oakham, 
Rutland, and Warren. 

Early in the PowerPoint 
presentation several repre-
sentatives of the five towns 
had a series of questions 
regarding staffing. Is dis-
patch staffing based on the 
population that is being 
served was one of the big 
questions. If there was pop-
ulation increase or if addi-
tional communities wanted 
to be a part of the district 
along with the five original 
towns, there would have to 
be additional staff to cover 
the call volume. 

The goal of this dis-
trict is to have a responsi-
ble budget and create a fair 

Regional Dispatch
District Informational 

Meeting held in Rutland

See DISPATCH 
MEETING, page 6

HARDWICK – Each year 
in January, February, and 
March Pam Hinckley, a for-
mer Hardwick Public School 
teacher, a seamstress and 
expert knitter, volunteers her 
services and skills to teach 
two classes in knitting, one 
for teens and tweens and one 
for adults.

It is always a joy to hear 
the laughter and happy talk at 
Pam’s workshops. This year 
she offered a sewing class 
“Kids Can Sew.” 

The l ibrary provided 
two sewing machines, Pam 
brought one and three stu-
dents brought their own. At 
the end of the class Pam gave 

her machine to the student, 
who learned on it.

Students practiced using 
the machines, then made 
pincushions, cloth bags with 
handles and zippered cases.  
For their final project they 
made a lap size quilt with 
help from Pam.  The pattern 
is a ‘coin’ quilt where pieces 
of fabric are sewn or stacked, 
like coins.

The students donated 
their quilt to the library with 
the request that it be used to 
raise funds for library pro-
gramming. People may stop 
by the library to purchase a 
chance to win the quilt. The 
quilt will be on display until 

Thursday, May 8 when the 
winning ticket will be drawn. 
All are proud of these young 
people, their dedication to 
learning a new skill, their 
generosity, and their commu-
nity support.

The  Paige  Memoria l 
Library are celebrat ing 
Hardwick, its love of libraries 
and its history. Quilts play a 
big part in Hardwick histo-
ry. The early Ladies Library 
Society made quilts to raise 
money for books.  

In 2000, the book quilt 
that hangs in the library 
today was created by Pam 
Hinckley, Joann Benoit and 
Kaye Boothman. Its design 

honors the library and the 
families of Hardwick, who 
decorated cloth to represent a 
book on a bookcase.  

Historically, quilt mak-
ing was a necessity for many 
families. Quilts kept people 
warm and were an import-
ant recycling practice. The 
library staff are calling 
the “Kids Can Sew” quilt 
the “Celebrate Hardwick 
Quilt” because it is preserv-
ing  an  historic  skill and tra-
dition of quilts for the library.

People are invited to 
come to the Paige Memorial 
Library to see the Book Quilt 
and the Celebrate Hardwick 
Quilt.

Submitted photo

The young sewers display the quilt they donated to the library along with their instructor Pam Hinckley. 
The lap quilt will be raffled off on May 8. Raffle tickets may be purchased at the Paige Memorial Library.

Selectmen discuss
possible tuition agreement 

with Quaboag
By Paula Ouimette

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– Board of Selectmen Chair 
Jason Petraitis brought up the 
possibility of entering into a 
tuition agreement with the 
Quaboag Regional Middle 
High School at this past 
Tuesday night’s meeting. 

In a recent interview with 
Petraitis, he stated that he ini-
tiated a Zoom meeting with 
Quaboag’s Superintendent 
of Schools Stephen Duff last 
week, along with some of 
North Brookfield’s committee 
chairs and Town Accountant. 

Petraitis said there are still 
a lot of questions that need to 
be answered, to determine if 
this is the right move for the 
town.

“We need to talk about it 
to answer those questions,” 
Petraitis said. “My hope 

and goal was to have these 
committee chairs [School, 
Finance, Selectmen] go back 
to their respective commit-
tees and come up with these 
questions that need to be 
answered.”

Petraitis said the town 
spent the past several years 
exploring a regionalization 
agreement with the Quaboag 
Regional School District, 
which did not continue after 
the Quaboag Regional School 
Committee voted against 
accept ing  the  amended 
regionalization agreement in 
a close vote.

“It didn’t come to fruition 
unfortunately,” Petraitis said.  
Petraitis said the town has 
been aware that funding its 
school district’s budget was 
going to become increasingly 
difficult, and even formed a 

Kevin Welsh is raising 
awareness for Long COVID

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Kevin 
Welsh is raising awareness 
for Long COVID, letting oth-
ers know they are not alone.

Welsh, 33, is a lifelong 
resident of Wilbraham and 
got COVID for the first 
time on October 1, 2023. 
He was an academic advisor 
and professor at Southern 
New Hampshire University 
at the time and, before the 
pandemic, was a teacher at 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School.

“I went the whole time 
without getting it. We had 
been keeping up with our 
vaccinations, we were doing 
everything we were supposed 
to be doing, but it gets ya. It 

gets everybody at some point, 
so I got it,” Welsh said. “I 
wasn’t hospitalized, but I was 
mostly really sick and it just 
never got better. Usually peo-
ple with a COVID infection, 
a week to 10 days they’re 
back on their feet. We got 
three, four, five weeks down 
the line and the only thing 
that was better was I wasn’t 
testing positive anymore.”

Welsh still had all the 
symptoms, including loss of 
taste and smell, fever, body 
aches, debilitating fatigue, 
cough and respiratory and 
cognitive problems. He, also, 
experiences vocal problems 
as due to the inflammation 
from the virus, the vocal 
folds in his throat “are active-
ly closing off my airway cov-
ering my voice box.”

“I’ve had three rounds 
of Botox injections into my 
throat to try to help and they 
haven’t helped. I have anoth-

Photos courtesy of Kevin Welsh

Kevin Welsh, pictured right, stands with his father 
outside Gillette Stadium, the home of the New 
England Patriots, with a sign reading “I’m Fighting 
Long COVID. Pats Inspire Me!” that was signed by 
numerous players. Welsh is raising awareness for 
Long COVIDSee WELSH, page 7 See TUITION, page  10

Young sewers give back to library  
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Barre Dining Center
BARRE — Elder Services of Worcester 

Area Nutrition Program welcomes guests 
to dine at the Barre Senior Center, 557 
South Barre Road. The following meals 
will be served for the week of April 14. 
Lunches are back at the senior center, 
but require a pre-sign up. Volunteers are 
needed at the Barre dining site. Volunteers 
are needed for Meals on Wheels (mileage 
reimbursement) and in the kitchen. People 
should contact 978-355-5027.    

MONDAY – Butter chicken, seasoned 
rice, winter blend vegetables, vanilla 
mousse, Italian bread

TUESDAY –  Salisbury steak, garlic 
mashed potatoes, Tuscany vegetables, 
fresh fruit, sandwich roll

WEDNESDAY – American chop suey, 

roasted California vegetables, baked 
apples, Lorna Doone cookies, whole 
wheat bread

THURSDAY – Maple glazed money, 
sour cream/chive mashed potatoes, carrots, 
chocolate cake, diet = half piece cake, 
marble rye bread

FRIDAY – Lemon pepper haddock, rice 
pilaf, peas, fruited ambrosia, pumpernickel 
bread

*Higher sodium entree Meal includes 
milk and margarine. Menus are subject 
to change. All meals are served at about 
11:45 a.m. each weekday. Reservations 
should be made the day before by call-
ing 978-355-5027 before 10:30 a.m. The 
donation of $3.00 per meal helps keep the 
program running.  

Editorial deadline reminder
Deadline for e-mailed press releases is noon on 

Monday. Deadline for hard copy is noon on Friday. 

Historical Society program postponed
The Barre Historical Society program 

planned for Sunday, April 6 and featuring 
Christie Higginbottom and Bruce Craven to 
discuss their book “Finding William Lewis,” 
is postponed. The event was not held due to 
illness. The new date will be announced as 
soon as a new date is confirmed. 

Rabies clinic
Second Chance Animal Services will 

hold a low-cost vaccine clinics on Saturday, 
April 19from 9 a.m.-noon at the Barre Public 
Safety Building, located at 655 South St. in 
Barre. Rabies and distemper vaccines will be 
available for $18 each, and microchips for $22. 
Both clinics are open to cats and dogs from 
any community. Advance registration is rec-
ommended, as space is limited and same-day 
availability is not guaranteed. Pet owners can 
register online by visiting www.secondchance-
animals.org/scasconnect-north-brookfield.

Bocce League
Boccee League at American Legion 

Post 2, 450 South Barre Road, Barre will 
start Monday, May 5 at 6 p.m. and end on 
Monday, Sept. 29. There will be no matches 
on Memorial Day and Labor Day. The fee 
will be $5 a week as in past seasons, but 
paid in two installments of $50, one at the 
beginning of the season and the second in the 
middle of the season. To register, people may 
call 978-355-2730, leave a name and phone 
number or call Scott Tourtellot at 508-320-
9899 or Joe Petracone at 978-660-8730.

American Legion Auxiliary  
The April meeting of American Legion 

Auxiliary Unit 2 will be held on the Monday, 
April 14 at 7 p.m. in the American Legion 
Post, 450 South Barre Road. Refreshments 
will be served by Becky, Robin and Sonja. 
There will be a penny sale so please bring 
your goodies. 

Historical Society hosts repair fair
On Saturday, April 26, the Barre Historical 

Society invites everyone to their first ever 
Repair Fair on the grounds of the Barre 
Historical Society and Museum, 18-20 
Common St., from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. in honor 
of Earth Day. This is a free community event 
focused on repairing things where a person 
with expertise in fixing various household 
items, like electronics, clothing, furniture, 
houseplants, knife sharpening, etc. or other 
items, volunteers their time to help people 
repair broken belongings instead of throwing 
them away. They essentially teach and offer 
repair skills. This reduces waste while foster-
ing a sense of community.

Senior center information fair
On Wednesday, April 23 at 10 a.m. at the 

Barre/Hardwick Senior Center, 557 South 
Barre Road, will hold a free information 
fair. Attendees will explore a wide-range of 
local resources and discover the wealth of 
information, services and opportunities. They 
will learn about local businesses, community 
organizations, educational programs and con-
nect with experts in the field. This is a great 
chance to find what they need and meet their 
neighbors.There will be raffle prizes and this 
event is free and open to the public. No regis-
tration is required.

Lincoln program 
The Barre Congregational Church 

Women’s Fellowship hosts a program on 
Abraham Lincoln with former State Senator 
Stephen Brewer on Monday, April 14 at 7 
p.m. at the church, 30 Park St. Brewer will 
bring Lincoln to life through stories and his-
torical antidotes. People are invited to come 
early at 6:30 p.m. for light refreshments and 
conversation.

Library trustees offer scholarships
It’s scholarship season again. The 

Hubbardston Public Library Trustees will 
offer up to two two $500 scholarships for 
2025. Applications in electronic form and 
paper are available by visiting the library 
website at www.hubbardstonpublicli-
brary.org. Paper copies are also available 
at the local secondary school guidance 
counselor office, the front desk at the 
Hubbardston Public Library, 7 Main St. 
and the Hubbardston Town Clerk office at 
48 Gardner Road. Submissions must be 
received or postmarked no later than April 
30, 2025. If people have any questions, 
they may email HPLScholarship@gmail.
com.

Hubbardston Lions Scholarships
The Hubbardston Lions Club Scholarship 

Committee is now accepting applications 
for 2025 annual scholarships. Hubbardston 
seniors graduating from Quabbin Regional 
or Monty Tech Regional Schools and going 
onto higher education are eligible for two 
$1,500 scholarships. They may pick up appli-
cations in the Guidance offices at the schools. 
Applications must be completed and signed 
and sent to Lions Scholarship Committee by 
Monday, May 5 for review and selection of 
winners.

Scrap metal fundraiser
Hubbardston Boy Scout Troop 22 will hold 

a scrap metal fundraiser on Saturday, April 19 
from 8 a.m.-noon. Drop off will be at Curtis 
Recreation Field, Route 68. In addition to 
scrap metal, car and truck batteries will be 
accepted for a fee of $10 each. Scrap metal 
is $1 per item or $10 per truck load. No tires, 
liquids, gases, plastics, monitors and lithium 
batteries will be accepted. 

Nomination papers
Nomination papers for the upcoming 

Annual Town Election  on Tuesday, June 10 
are available.The last day to obtain nomina-
tion papers from the Town Clerk’s office is 
Tuesday, April 22. Nomination papers may 
be picked up at the Town Clerk’s office 
during regular business hours Mondays 
from 8 a.m.-6 p.m. and Tuesday through 
Thursday from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Town Offices 
have moved to 48 Gardner Road. A mini-
mum of 23 signatures of registered voters 
in Hubbardston are required. Papers must 
be returned on Tuesday, April 22 at 5 p.m. 
People may call the Town Clerk’s office 
directly via phone at 978-928-1400, exten-
sion 202 or by emailing townclerk@hub-
bardstonma.gov.

Senior Center
The Hubbardston Senior Center, 7A Main 

St., events include: Bingo from 12:30-3 p.m. 
on Mondays; Knitting Group at 10 a.m. 
every Tuesday at 10 a.m. and WiiBowling 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. every Monday and 
Wednesday beginning at 8:30 a.m. Eggs 
may be picked up on Thursdays at 8:30 a.m. 
in the Senior Center. Cribbage is played on 
Thursdays from 1:30-3 p.m. Pitch is played 
the first and third Friday of the month at 
6:30 p.m. Art group meets every Friday at 9 
a.m.

BARRE – The Barre 
Historical  Society and 
Museum now has a space at 
The Commonplace Market, 
Common Street, at the 
entrance where people can 
find some of their merchan-
dise for sale. 

Currently, there are long-
sleeve tee shirts, the 250th 
commemorative ornament 
and aluminum cups,  books 
by James Sullivan and Dr. 
Barbara Finan, Barre High 
Yearbooks and booklets 
on the 200th Bicentennial 
and one detailing the Barre 
Cemeteries too More mer-
chandise including maps 
and postcards will soon be 
available. 

The Barre Historical 
Society, a 501(c)3 non-prof-
it organization, is always 
recruiting new members. All 
the work is accomplished by 
volunteers, who are eager to 
preserve Barre’s fascinating 
history so it will be avail-
able to present and future 
generations. 

An Individual member-
ship costs $25 per year, and 
a family can join for $40 

per year. Other than pay-
ing annual dues, member-
ship carries no obligation, 

although the society hopes 
they will attend events and/
or meetings when possible. 

MAILBOX DOCTOR
978.844.2956
 Granite Post with Mailbox
 Granite Lamp Posts
 Mailbox Repair Services

www. mailboxdoctorpro.com

Corrections
The article “Looking at Hubbardston 

Over Time,” which appeared in the April 
3 edition of the Barre Gazette had several 
corrections. 

Gary Kangas is the president of the 
Historical Commission and a member 
of the Hubbardston Historical Society, 
which are two different entities. The 
correct website for the Hubbardston 
Historical Society is https://www.hub-
bardstonhistorical.org/. Lastly the 
photograph at the bottom of page 6 is 
Hubbardston, Michigan.

Historical Society merchandise 
available at local shop

Submitted photo

This is the display case at The Commonplace Market 
with various Barre Historical Society and Museum 
merchandise for sale.

Food Pantry holds monthly distribution
BARRE – The next two 

Barre Food Pantry distribu-
tion will occur on Thursday, 
April 17 from 5:30-7 p.m.  

The Barre Food Pantry 
volunteers strive to contin-
ue to fulfill their mission to 
get food to hungry and food 
insecure clients.  The pantry 
must also continue to pro-
tect clients, volunteers and 
the larger community from 
the spread of disease virus-
es. Many clients and volun-
teers are classified as high-
risk due to their age and/or 
underlying health conditions. 
The Barre Food Pantry Board 
of Directors has considered 
changing how the pantry 
currently operates, but has 
decided that the most respon-
sible path forward is to con-

tinue to operate as we have 
since March of 2020.

In order to maintain safe 
physical distances between 
volunteers and between vol-
unteers and clients April 
17 will again be  “drive-
through”   style distribution. 
Clients will line up in their 
vehicles on Park Street and 
proceed into the right hand 
(east) entrance driveway of 
the Barre  Congregational 
Church. They will remain 
in their cars.   They’ll drive 
up and be checked in by a 
volunteer, then continue up 
to the church building where 
their groceries will be put 
into the trunk or wayback of 
their vehicle by volunteers at 
multiple stations.

Based on the success of 

distributions so far, the Food 
Pantry volunteers believe this 
“drive-through” style is the 
safest possible way to get 
food to clients and to help 
keep everyone well.

Volunteers should not 
arrive on April 17 without 
first contacting Sonja Blaney 
at 978-355-6921 or Chuck 
Radlo at 978-355-6463. 
Because conditions have 
been changing rapidly, please 
continue to check for updates 
on the Barre Food Pantry by 
visiting

http:/ /www.barrefood-
bank.org/index.htm   and the 
Barre Food Pantry Facebook 
page:

h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e -
b o o k . c o m / B a r r e - F o o d -
Pantry-100156068300314/.

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Submissions welcomed
Send your photos & stories to edowner@turley.com
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PUBLIC MEETINGS
BARRE

Quabbin Regional School District 
 Committee – April 10 at 6:30 p.m.
Board of Health –  April 14 at 5 p.m.
Water Commissioner – April 14 at
  6:30 p.m.
DPW Commission – April 14 at 7 p..m.
Board of Assessors – April 15 at 6 p.m.
Planning Board – April 15 at 7 p.m.
Select Board – April 22 at 6 p.m.
Cemetery Commission – April 24 at 11 a.m.
Finance Committee – May 6 and
 May 20 at 6:30 p.m.
Felton Field Commission – May 6 at 
 6:30 p.m.
Planning Board –  May 6 at 7 p.m.
Council on Aging – May 14 at
 12:30 p.m.

HARDWICK
Master Plan Steering Committee – 
 April 10 at 6:30 p.m.
Select Board – April 14 at 5:30 p.m.
Gilbertville Water District – April 15
  at 5:30 p.m.
Hardwick New Braintree Cultural 
 Council – April 16 at 6:30 p.m..
Wheelwright Water District – 
  April 21 at 7 p.m.
Parks and Recreation Committee – 
  April 25 at 6 p.m.
Board of Health – May 1 at 6:30 p.m.
Paige Library Trustees – May 1 at 7 p.m.
Council on Aging – May 7 at 12:30 p.m.
Capital Planning Committee – 
  May 19 at 3 p.m.

HUBBARDSTON
Open Space Committee – April 10 at 7 p.m.
Memorial Day Committee – April 11
 at 9 a.m.
Council on Aging – April 16  at 6:30 p.m. 
Board of Registrars – April 17 at 5 p.m.
Planning Board Public Hearing – 
  April 17 at 6:30 p.m.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
Fire Highway Building Committee –
 April 10 at 4 p.m.
Meet the Candidates Night – April 11
   at 6 p.m.
Sewer Commissioners – April 14  at 4 p.m.
Planning Board – April 16  and  April 21 
 at 6 p.m.
Annual Town Election – May 5 from
  7 a.m.-8 p.m.
Board of Selectmen – May 6 and May 20
  at 6 p.m.

OAKHAM
Sen. Durant and Rep. Berthiaume Office
 Hours – April 14 at 12:15-1:15 p.m.
Board of Selectmen – April 14, 
April 28. May 12 and May 27 at 6 p.m.
Council on Aging – April 14 at 2 p.m.
Planning Board – April 15 at 7 p.m.
Select Board – April 22 at 6 p.m.

PETERSHAM
Select Board – April 10 April 24, 
May 1, May 8, May 15, May 22, May 29 
and June 5 at 5:30 p.m.
Advisory Finance Committee –
 April 17 and April 24 at 6 p.m.
Board of Health – April 17 at 7 p.m.
Board of Assessors – April 18 at 9 a.m.
Council on Aging – April 14 at 10 a.m.
Petersham Historic District – April 17 
 at 6 p.m.
Open Space and Recreation Committee –
  May 6 at 6 p.m.
Conservation Commission – May 6 at 7 p.m

RUTLAND
Finance Committee – April 10 at 6 p.m.
Town Charter Committee – April 10 at 
 6:30 p.m.
By Law Committee – April 10 at 7 p.m.

Corrections 
policy

The Barre Gazette 
will gladly correct fac-
tual errors that appear in 
this paper. Corrections 
or clarifications will 
always appear on Page 
2. To  request a orrec-
tion, send information to 
Editor Ellenor Downer at 
barrenews@turley.com 
or call 978-355-4000. 
Corrections may also be 
requested in writing at 
Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 
448, Barre, MA 01005.

Podiatry clinic  requires appointment
Oakham Podiatry Clinics are by appoint-

ment only. Seniors may call the Senior 
Center at 508-882-4073 and their call will 
be returned by a podiatry clinic volunteer. 
All clinics are held at Oakham Senior Center, 
lower level of Town Hall on Mondays from 9 
a.m.-2:30 p.m. There are two clinics in April, 
April 14 and April 21.

Senior Center activities
Oakham Senior Center activities in April 

are listed below.
Monday, April 14 and April 21 Podiatry 

from 9 a.m.-2.30 p.m Reservations required. 
Tuesday, April 15 and April 22 Yoga at 1 

p.m. $5.00 for walk-ins.
Tuesday, April 22 Blood Pressure/Glucose 

Testing from 11 a.m.-noon.
Tuesday, April 22 SNAP benefits infor-

mation from 11 a.m.-1 pm. All are welcome. 
There are no age restrictions. 

Thursday, April 17 SHINE from 10 a.m.-1 
p.m. Reservations are required. 

Monday through Thursday 9 a.m.-noon 
puzzling.

Mondays through Thursdays 9 a.m. walk-
ing group. Meet at Senior Center

Tuesdays through Thursdays 11 a.m. walk-
ing group. Meet at Senior Center.

On cold days, the walking groups will 
walk to tapes inside the Senior Center.

For walking groups, ask to be added to the 
text MSG group by calling the Senior Center 
and leaving your cell phone number. 

Wednesdays Zumba Gold 9 a.m. in the 
Rutland Senior Center - $2 donation/class 

Thursdays at noon Weigh in support 
weight loss group

Fridays Functional Fitness 10.30 a.m. at 
the New Braintree Town Hall - $2donation/
class. 

Hot Lunches are offered at the Senior 
Center dining area Monday through 
Thursday at 11.30 a.m.  Reservations are 
needed at least two days in advance and 
can be made through the Congregate Meal 
Coordinator from 9 a.m.-12.15 p.m. at 508-
882-4072.

Friday, April 11 COA meeting is cancelled 
for this month only. They will resume in May.

Lunch Bunch will meet the fourth Friday, 
April 25 only for this month. Destination 
is Williams Restaurant in Gardner. There is 
a sign up sheet in the Senior Center Main 
Room.  

If people can’t get to the Senior Center 
to make reservations or sign up or for more 
information on offerings, they may call the 
Senior Center 508-882-4073 and leave a 
message or email COA@Oakham-MA.
gov.

Democrats  caucus
Oakham is holding a caucus to elect its 

delegates to the Democratic State Convention 
at the Fobes Memorial Library, 4 Maple 
St. on April 10 at 5:30 p.m. All registered 
Democrats are eligible to run to become a 
delegate to the convention, which will be held 
in Springfield on Sunday, Sept. 13.

Church news
The Oakham Congregational Church, 

4 Coldbrook Road, will hold a Maundy 
Thursday service on Thursday, April 17 at 7 
p.m. The church will hold an Easter Sunrise 
Service on Sunday, April 20 at 6:30 p.m. 

See OAKHAM, page 5

Woods Memorial Library events
BARRE – The Woods 

Memor ia l  L ib ra ry,  19 
Pleasant St., lists upcoming 
events.

Preserving the Rule of 
Law Judical talk will be 
held on Thursday, April 
10 at 6 p.m. As part of the 
Massachuset t s  Judic ia l 
S p e a ke r s  B u r e a u ,  t h e 
Honorable William J. Ritter, 
Associate Justice of the 
Superior Court, will give a 
talk titled, “Preserving the 
Rule of Law – Supporting 
and Protecting a Fair and 
Impartial Judiciary.”

On Friday,  Apri l  11 
from 2-5 p.m. Starbooks 
Cafe book tasting takes 
place. People may celebrate 
National Library Week and 
discover their next favor-
ite read. They may stop by 
the reading room during 
open hours and enjoy light 
refreshments while they 
sample a variety of great 
books and assorted genres.

A Death Café will be held 
Tuesday, April 15 at 6:30 
p.m. Laura Dusha Nelson, 
Death Literacy Specialist/
End-of-Life Doula, will host 
a discussion of death and 
dying in a safe, relaxed set-
ting. Death Cafés are part of 
a global initiative to increase 
awareness of death with a 
view to helping people make 
the most of our (finite) lives. 
This is a discussion group 
with no agenda, objective, 
or theme — not a bereave-
ment support or counseling 
group. Tea and cake will be 
served. Online registration 
is required by visiting www.

barrelibrary.org.
On Thurday, April 17 at 6 

p.m. Planning for Medicare 
program wil l  be  held . 
Planning for Medicare is a 
presentation and discussion 
led by a Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Massachusetts rep-
resentative.

I t ’s  gea red  towards 
individuals approaching 
Medicare eligibility. Topics 
covered include heal th 
insurance information out-
side of employer-sponsored 
coverage, such as an expla-
nation of Medicare, the 
Medicare enrollment time-
line, Medigap and Medicare 
Advantage plans, programs 
available to early retirees and 
COBRA.

On Saturday, May 17 at 
11 a.m. introduction to birds 
and birdwatching will be 
held.

T h e  M a s s  A u d u b o n 
Society will be here to share 
this presentation all about 
birds and birdwatching! 
Participants will find out 
what makes birds unique 
within the animal kingdom, 
where and how to locate 
birds in different settings 
and basic bird biology and 
behavior. Online registra-
tion is requested by visiting 
www.barrelibrary.org.

Teen volunteer day will 
take place Saturday, April 
26 at 11 a.m. Teens can earn 
community service hours 
at the Teen Volunteer Day.  
Volunteers will help prep 
materials for the Summer 
Reading program in the 
Children’s Room and get 

ready for an exciting sum-
mer of reading. This is 
perfect for teens needing 
last-minute hours before 
graduation To register, they 
should visit the library or 
email  barrelibrary@gmail.
com for an application. 
Applications are due by 
Thursday, April 24.

Chi ldren’s  programs 
include Earth Day Seed 
Bombs on Thursday, April 
17 at 6 p.m. This program 
is recommended for ages 6 
to 11. They will create their 
own seed bombs to plant and 
help the planet grow. 

On Wednesday, April 
23 at 6 p.m. there will be a 
music and paint night. This 
program is recommended for 
ages 6 to 11. Supplies will 
be provided for children to 
create their own masterpiece 
while listening to music, 
which improves focus, emo-
tional expression and imag-
ination. Online registration 
is required by visiting www.
barrelibrary.org.

On Thursday, April 24 at 
6 p.m. there will be a gem 
sun catcher craft. This rec-
ommended for ages 6 plus. 
Children will create a daz-
zling window art sun catcher 
with light-catching gemstone 
stickers. All materials are 
provided. Online registration 
is required by visiting www.
barrelibrary.org.

Ages 5 plus are invited to 
bring a plain white tee-shirt 
to make a tie dye design tee 
shirt on Friday, April 25 at 3 
p.m. All other supplies will 
be provided. 

American
Legion Auxiliary 
to meet April 14

BARRE – The April 
mee t ing  o f  Amer i can 
Legion Auxiliary Unit 2 
will be held on the Monday, 
April 14 at 7 p.m. in the 
American Legion Post, 450 
South Barre Road.

Refreshments will  be 
served by Becky, Robin and 
Sonja. There will be a penny 
sale so please bring your 
goodies. 

Nature Club holds Quabbin walk
H A R D W I C K  – T h e 

Ware River Nature Club 
will hold a bird and nature 
walk at Quabbin Gate 43 in 
Hardwick on Sunday, April 
13 from 9 a.m.-noon.

This walk will explore 
an interesting section of 
Quabbin Reservation. A 
paved roadway through 
mixed forest and some 
low wet areas ends at the 
Horseshoe Dam and Fishing 

Gate 3 boat launch area. 
Since the fishing area is not 
yet open, the road will be 
traffic-free. 

The sheltered cove here 
and another near the start 
of the walk provide views 
from the shore and usually 
hold various duck species 
and common loons. 

Participants will look 
for early spring migrant 
passerine species, keep an 

eye out for migrating rap-
tors and eagles and check 
at least one vernal pool for 
frog and/or salamander egg 
masses. The round-trip walk 
will be almost 3.5 miles.

People should sign up in 
advance by visiting wareriv-
ernatureclub@yahoo.com 
so they can provide meet-up 
directions and make weath-
er-related changes if need-
ed.

Senior center to hold information fair
BARRE – The Barre/

Hardwick Senior Center, 
557 South Barre Road, will 
hold a free information fair 
on Wednesday, April 23 at 
10 a.m.

People will explore a 
wide-range of local resourc-
es and discover the wealth 
of information, services and 

opportunities. They will learn 
about local businesses, com-
munity organizations, educa-
tional programs and connect 
with experts in the field. This 
is a great chance to find what 
they need and meet their 
neighbors.

There will be raffle prizes. 
This event is free and open 

to the public. No registration 
is required. People may fol-
low them on Facebook-Barre 
MA Senior Center for more 
details and updated.

The  Bar re /Hardwick 
Senior  Center  i s  open 
Monday – Thursday from 8 
a.m.-3 p.m. and Friday from 
8 a.m.-2 p.m.
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See BUTLER, page 5

By Lisa Butler

Five-year-olds can be 
goofy. 

That was my first thought 
several years ago when my 
son stumbled and fell to the 
ground. But when he failed 
to get up and told us that his 
legs hurt, my husband and 
I grew worried. By the time 
we got him to a doctor, his 
mystery sickness had pro-
gressed. He couldn’t walk 
down the hall to the exam 
room without bracing him-
self against the wall.

It’s difficult to describe 
the sheer terror I felt in that 
moment. His body was seiz-
ing up, but he remained 
aware of his surroundings. 
Worst of all, there was noth-
ing I could do to fix it.

Eventually we learned 
that we were among the 
thousands of American fam-
ilies affected each year by 
Guillain-Barré Syndrome 
or GBS, a rare, debilitating 
neuromuscular condition 
that can strike anyone at a 
moment’s notice. 

Despite GBS’s life-alter-
ing impact, treatment options 
today are limited, outdat-
ed and often inadequate. 

Developing more effective 
therapies for this terrible 
disease should be an urgent 
public health priority.

Just diagnosing GBS is a 
challenge. An initial battery 
of tests on our son revealed 
nothing. His paralysis pro-
gressed rapidly within hours 
he could not stand or lift 
his arms above his waist. A 
spinal tap 24 hours after the 
onset of symptoms showed 
elevated protein levels. At 
that point, our doctor knew it 
was GBS.

GBS doesn’t discrimi-
nate. Everyone from young 
children to the elderly can 
fall victim. GBS typical-
ly strikes without warning 
and moves at lightning-fast 
speed. Some patients expe-
rience only mild to moderate 
symptoms, while others lose 
the ability to chew, swallow 
or even breathe without a 
ventilator. Ultimately, about 
one in 20 people with the 
condition die from it.

Since the disease moves 
at such a fast clip, it’s crit-
ical to identify and treat it 
promptly. Sadly, however, 
patients who show up at the 
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Election letters to the editor welcome
The Barre Gazette welcomes readers to participate in this year’s election campaigns by writing letters to the 

editor for publication on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local residents endorsing candidates on the 
ballot or discussing campaign issues should be sent to the Barre Gazette care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to edowner@turley.com. Please include a daytime telephone 
number for verifi cation purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must be received by noon Monday to be considered 
for that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No letters written by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters received is larger than the space available in the newspaper, or if the 
letters become repetitive, the newspaper reserves the right to print a representative sample. No endorsement letters 
will be printed in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor at 413-283-8393.
Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the newspaper plans to print stories about contested races for Congress, state 
Senate, state House, district attorney and Governor’s Council during the weeks leading up to the election, as well as 
a question-and-answer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political press releases will be 
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in the Barre Gazette.

Opinion

In Past Pages

We wanted to take a 
moment to thank each and 
every one of you who stood 
with us during the write-in 
campaign for Matthew D. 
Urban for Select Board.

While we did not win this 
time, the voices of over 200 
Barre residents were heard 
loud and clear and that’s 
something to be proud of. In 
a low-turnout election with 
just 16.7% of registered 
voters casting ballots, your 
efforts made a real impact. 
Matt earned 211 write-in 
votes, a strong and mean-
ingful show of support that 
would not have been possi-
ble without you.

Th i s  campa ign  was 
always about more than one 
race. It was about restoring 
transparency, accountability 
and fiscal responsibility to 
our town’s leadership. It was 
about giving voters a choice 
when it mattered most and 
thanks to all of you, that 
choice existed.

From standing out on 
cold sidewalks to spread-
ing the word online, every 
sign, every share and every 
conversation helped shape 
this moment. The support, 
encouragement, and grass-
roots energy that grew 
around this campaign has 
reminded all of us what 
community engagement 
should look like.

Matt stepped forward 
not because he wanted a 

title, but because so many 
of us asked him to and he 
answered that call with 
humility and strength. That’s 
real leadership.

I look forward to growing 
this movement by supporting 
candidates and elected offi-
cials, who share our beliefs. 
We need transparency, real 
fiscal responsibility, and 
leadership that prioritizes 
fairness, follow-through, and 
the long-term health of our 
town—not just short-term 
wins. Our work isn’t over 
and the momentum we’ve 
built together is only just 
beginning.

By standing together, 
we’ve planted a seed and we 
intend to help it grow. With 
over 200 strong, we have a 
base of informed, engaged 
residents who can show up, 
speak out, and take part in 
shaping what happens next. 
Let’s take that energy to 
Town Meeting and make a 
real impact where it matters 
most. We don’t have to sit 
back and wait for the town to 
do the right thing together at 
Town Meeting, we can make 
that happen ourselves.

Let’s keep showing up. 
Let’s keep asking questions. 
Let’s keep working toward a 
better Barre together.

With gratitude,
Cory Bombredi
Barre

5 years (April 16, 2020)

Last Friday, April 10, the 
Barre Family Health cen-
ter, an affiliate of UMass 
Memorial Medical Center, 
became a testing a site for 
COVID-19. Timothy Clark, 
manage of ambulatory and 
procedural services, said 
the testing site at the Barre 
Family Health Center, 151 
Worcester Road, provided 
testing in the Barre are so 
people did not have to travel 
to Worcester. Anyone with an 
order for the COVID-19 test 
rom a UMass Memorial doc-
tor is eligible to participate. 
People with the test order 
should drive to the tent fol-
lowing the cones and signs. 
The first step is to show the 
doctor’s order, take patient 
information and register for 
the test. People stay in their 
car throughout the entire pro-
cess.

The Hubbardston Select 
Board voted April  6 to 
postpone the Annual Town 
Election from Tuesday, June 
9 to Tuesday, June 30. Town 
Clerk Laurie J. Reed said 
there were 16 open spots 
on the election ballot. She 
said postponing the election 
would give potential can-
didates more time to safely 
secure nomination signa-
tures. She said she would 
send out information about 
nomination papers. People 
may obtain nominat ion 
papers by appointment with 
the Town Clerk.

Hardwick’s Select Board 
meeting on Zoom’s web con-
ferencing application, held a 
pole hearing with National 
Grid and took care of a vari-
ety issues. They heard from 
Board of Health member 
Tex Sarabia and Emergency 
Management Director Eric 
Volheim. Volheim updat-
ed them on all matter of 
COVID-19 sa id  to  h is 
knowledge there have not 
been any more confirmed 
cases  of  COVID-19 in 
Hardwick or New Braintree. 
He sa id  the  town has 
received two sets of supplies, 
one of hand sanitizer and 
another of antiseptic cleaner, 
which he has shared among 
departments.

10 years (April 16, 2015)

The Quabbin Regional 
School District Chair Mark 
Brophy welcomed the new 
member from Barre, David 
Deschamps at last Thursday’s 

meeting. Deschamps along 
with Barre school committee 
member, “Lee” Wolanin, will 
be chaperoning the eighth 
grade trip to Washington, 
D.C. Brophy said the com-
mittee would be getting an 
additional member from 
Hubbardston after the June 9 
town election.

A  d r aw i n g  b y  P e t r 
Wronski of Barre has been 
accepted by the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association’s art 
collection. The collection 
features artwork by people 
with neuro-muscular dis-
eases from across the coun-
try. Wronski’s “Race to the 
Summit” is a pencil drawing 
that depicts several animals 
clustered together in a race 
up a road. The road is lined 
with gigantic flower blos-
soms and the end of the road 
is a human figure that seems 
to be waving the creatures 
onward.

Timothy  Toomey  o f 
304 Ware Corner Road 
and Richard Wilbur of 409 
New Braintree Road turned 
in nomination papers to 
the Town Clerk for a three-
year term on the Board of 
Selectmen. Leo McCaffrey 
decided not to run for anoth-
er term.

25 years (April 13, 2000)

A Barre resident appeared 
before Selectmen Monday 
night to ask what rights res-
idents have in connection 
with the placement of cell 
towers. He questioned the 
zoning laws regarding tow-
ers being located in residen-
tial areas. He said a tower 
has been planned across the 
street from his home and sev-
eral contractors have been on 
his property with requesting 
his permission. Balloon test-
ing has been done in sever-
al areas of town recently in 
anticipation of constructing 
cell towers.

F ive  proposa ls  were 
received in response to a 
request for proposals or 
a senior center in Barre, 
Selectmen said at Monday 
night’s meeting. The bidder 
and the property locations 
include: Ellsworth Builders 
land and a new building 
to be located beyond 685 
Valley Road; Central Plains 
Association land and an 
existing building located 
at 57 Peach St.; Florence 
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Reader supplies some info 
on Old Reservoir

The pond called Old 
Reservoir was built simply 
for private recreation, and so 
it pretty much remains. 

It was never a drinking 
water source and the Water 
Department has said that 
it’s not useful for drinking 
water. The Fire Department 
has said it’s not accessible 
enough to be useful for fire 
fighting. 

The State’s engineers 
have said it’s not probable 
that water impounded in the 
northern corner of town has 
much effect on town wells 
four or five miles away in 
South Barre.

It was claimed in this 
space that removal of the 
dam “focuses on today, 

without considering future 
consequences.” I disagree. 
My primary concern about 
keeping the dam as a town-
owned property is about 
what happens in the future 
when inevitably repairs 
will be needed. That is one 
unpredictable and potential-
ly large cost. Another is the 
on-going cost of insuring 
the town in case of flood-
ing or damage caused by the 
dammed river. And finally, 
restoring the Prince River to 
its natural flow is all about 
the long-term health of the 
watershed.

Elizabeth Martin
Barre

Look Back –
Barre library – 1992

File photo

Charles Connington, from left, signs a book 
for Samuel Puliafico,, who said he last visit-
ed the library 34 years ago and was glad to 
return on such a special occasion.

Guest Column
Urgent need for better 

treatments for 
Guillain-Barré Syndrome

See PAST PAGES, 
page 5
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Serenity Hill Sampler
by Jane McCauley

Things have not been so 
serene at Serenity Hill this 
week.  

On the one nice weather 
day, I spent part of the day 
raking leaves and filling three 
wheel barrels and one tarp of 
leaves. The gardens are start-
ing to sprout so I need to get 
more leaves off the gardens.

I noticed several plants 
of crocus and there are still 
snow drops. Once I get the 
gardens raked, I like to label 
the plants because being 88 
years old my memory of 
their names seem to be lost. 
I have diagrams of each gar-
den and index cards for each 
plant so that helps in the 
labeling.

The Epimediums come 
up fairly early, but the hostas 
come later. Last year I put 
several hostas in pots and 
hung them in various trees. 
I need to get down to the 
Wildflower garden and rake 
some more as many of those 
plants come early.

I made a batch of brown-
ies and the Sandy’s chicken 
dish this week.  

Here is a recipe for chick-
en breast that is a little dif-
ferent from the one I usually 
use. 

CHICKEN SCHNITZEL
3 large skinless, bone-

less chicken breast, about 12 
ounces each 

1/2 teaspoon black pepper
1/4 teaspoon garlic pow-

der
1 cup all purpose flour

2 large eggs, slightly beat-
en

1 1/2 cups seasoned 
breadcrumbs or cracker 
crumbs

Vegetable oil for frying (I 
like to use butter and oil)

Directions:
Put the flour, egg and 

bread crumbs in different 
dishes. First coat the chicken 
with pepper and garlic pow-
der. Then coat the chicken 
in flour, egg and then bread 
crumbs. Fry in the oil and 
butter until golden. I keep 
each batch on a wire rack in 
the oven to keep them warm. 
This is nice served with 
green beans, asparagus or a 
tossed salad.

This and That
This week I was given a 

batch of skeins of yarn so 
I decided  to make another 
band of Granny Squares for 
a head band to use when the 
weather is cool outside.  You 
make five Granny squares 
about five inches each and 
attach them into a circle. I 
sew the squares together.  I 
find them more comfortable 
then wearing a hat. I was 
never a hat person.  

I have been seriously 
thinking of getting rid of my 
orchid plants. It seems they 
only have one set of blos-
soms a year. The blossoms 
do last a long time, but they 
take up all my window space. 
Soon I can put all the house-
plants outside on the deck 
and that will be a blessing.

Recently I did a lot of cut-
tings from the coleus plants 
and made a big pot of them 
ready to be put on the front 
deck. They usually grow to 
be about 24 inches high and 
they like the shade.  

A  very nice gentleman 
brought us some pastry from 
the Senior Center and I really 
appreciate it because I can 
not leave Ken alone to go 
there. My handyman usually 
gets it for us and we really 
appreciate it.  

I spent one day trimming 
the old growth on the four 
blueberry bushes, which are 
close to the house. I also took 
down a wooden fence that 
had started to fall apart that 
was next to the bushes.

The handyman is trim-
ming the apple trees and the 
fruit trees. He will be bring-
ing me some wheel barrels of 
wood chips from a neighbor, 
which are stored out by the 
garden. I am hoping to get 
a load of aged manure also. 
Things need to be fertilized.  

I usually check E Bay on 
the computer each day to 
see if there is anything new 
on Hubbardston items.  This 
week I found a postcard of 
Elm Farm that I did not have. 
That is a house on Kruse 
Road.  I made a copy and 
sent it to the family.  

Have a nice week and 
hopefully the sun will shine 
a few days.  I know April 
showers bring mayflowers 
but......     

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

REMINDER:
APRIL 30TH IS THE

DEADLINE TO REMOVE
STUDDED TIRES

ORIGINAL TIRE CO.
Joseph West, Prop.

SOUTH ATHOL ROAD, ATHOL 978-249-3477
OPEN TUESDAY & THURSDAY 8 A.M-2:00 P.M.

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 8 A.M.-5:00 P.M.
SATURDAY 8 A.M.-12:00 P.M.

Service While You Wait

Women Only
Defensive Handgun Classes

Now Enrolling Students
Defensive Handgun 1 (DH1)
Advanced Classes Offered
Also Co-ed Classes available 
for DH, Rifle, and Shotgun
Joe Picariello, Firearm Instructor
978-697-6654
wachusettfirearmstraining@yahoo.com

287 Main Street
Gardner

978-632-0241

WE SERVICE ALL
MAJOR BRAND

APPLIANCES
NAME BRAND

APPLIANCES & TV’S AT 
WAREHOUSE PRICES

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

emergency room with symp-
toms of GBS are often told 
that they’re suffering from 
stress or dehydration and sent 
home. In many such cases, the 
muscle weakness keeps inten-
sifying and patients end up 
back at the hospital practically 
paralyzed. 

Despite abundant progress 
in many other disease areas 
in recent years, there is still 
no therapy approved specif-
ically for GBS in the United 
States. The two commonly 
used to treat GBS, intravenous 

immunoglobulin and plasma 
exchange, have to be admin-
istered in a number of cours-
es and can take weeks to take 
effect.

With the current standard 
of care, 40% of GBS patients 
will still need to be admitted 
to the ICU. One-quarter will 
require mechanical ventila-
tion. Close to one-fifth can’t 
walk within one year of treat-
ment and about half experi-
ence pain for upwards of three 
years following recovery. 

The good news is that 

scientists could be on the 
verge of a paradigm-shifting 
breakthrough. As we speak, 
researchers are working over-
time to develop therapies that, 
for the first time, specifically 
target GBS. One experimen-
tal treatment has shown the 
potential to cut total recovery 
time and thus the amount of 
time the disease has to prog-
ress, in half.

These advancements offer 
hope that, one day, patients of 
all ages whether they’re five 
or 85 will have access to fast-

er, more effective treatments 
for GBS. With better treat-
ments, we could finally ease 
the burden of this terrifying, 
debilitating disease.

Note: Lisa Butler is presi-
dent and CEO of GBS | CIDP 
Foundation International, a 
global nonprofit organiza-
tion supporting individuals 
and their families affected 
by Guillain-Barré syndrome, 
chronic inflammatory demye-
linating polyneuropathy and 
related conditions. (gbs-cidp.
org). 

BUTLER, 
continued from page 4

Hall Associates land and 
an existing building at 49 
Main St.;Waterwheel Realty 
land and an existing build-
ing located at 40 Main St. or 
land and an existing building 
located at 20 Mechanic St.

T h e  H u b b a r d s t o n 
Business Association is spon-
soring a Candidate’s Night 
at the Center School library 
on April 10 at 7:30 p.m. 
Though only the tree-year 
Selectman’s position being 
vacated by Dennis O’Donnell 
is being contested, two 
strong candidates have come 
forward. The two running 
for the Selectman’s posi-
tion are Thomas J. Colyer of 
Brigham Road and Michael 
G. Walsh of Williamsville 
Road. Both are profession-
al men with strong business 
backgrounds.

8 years (April 16, 1987)

The Barre Selectmen 
g r a n t e d  t h e  Q u a b b i n 
Community Band Auxiliary 
permission to hold band con-
certs on the Common com-
ing summer at their meeting 
Monday, April 12. The band 
will play on the bandstand 

on Sunday nights from 7:30-
9:15 p.m. from June 14 to 
Aug. 16. Conductor Beth 
Bryant asked the Selectmen 
for financial support. Bryant 
said this is the only place the 
band plays for free.

Voting at the Annual 
Town Election on Monday, 
April 6 was very light, only 
14% of the registered vot-
ers turned out. This was to 
be expected because of lit-
tle competition, that for the 
office of tree warden. Of 
the 676 registered voters, 
94 voted. Gerald Wiersma 
of Old Turnpike Road was 
elected Selectman to replace 
Richard G. Riley, who chose 
not to run.

Students from Quabbin 
Regional  Jr.  Sr.  High 
School  were inducted 
into membership of the 
Excelsior Chapter of the 
National Honor Society in 
an evening ceremony t the 
high school on Wednesday, 
April 1, 1987. Twenty-nine 
members were elected by a 
five member faculty coun-
cil or meeting high stan-
dards of scholarship, ser-
vice, leadership and char-
acter.

PAST PAGES, 
continued from page 4 Rabies clinics take place  April 19

Second Chance Animal 
Services is making it easi-
er for pet owners to keep 
their pets healthy with two 
low-cost vaccine clinics on 
Saturday, April 19. 

The first clinic will take 
place on April 19 from 9 
a.m.-noon at the Barre Public 
Safety Building, located at 
655 South St., Barre. Later 
that afternoon, a second clin-
ic will be held from 1-3 p.m. 
in Templeton, co-hosted by 
the Winchendon/Templeton 
Regional Animal Control at 
381 Baldwinville Road in 
Templeton. 

Rabies and distemper vac-
cines will be available for 
$18 each and microchips for 
$22. Second Chance CEO 
and founder Sheryl Blancato 
emphasized the importance 
of accessible veterinary 
care, stating, “We know that 
access to veterinary care is a 
challenge for many pet own-
ers. By bringing these clin-
ics directly to communities, 
we can help more pets stay 
protected from preventable 
diseases.” 

An estimated 30% of pet 
owners do not take their pets 
to a veterinarian annually for 

preventive care, leaving them 
vulnerable to life-threaten-
ing illnesses like parvovirus 
and distemper in dogs and 
panleukopenia in cats. These 
clinics provide an affordable 
way to keep pets safe and up 
to date on essential vaccines. 

Both clinics are open to 
cats and dogs from any com-
munity. Advance registration 
is recommended, as space is 
limited and same-day avail-
ability is not guaranteed. Pet 
owners can register online at 
www.secondchanceanimals.
org/scasconnect-north-brook-
field.

behind the church. A 
breakfast will follow the 
service in Fellowship Hall. 
Easter Sunday service will 
be held at 10 a.m.
Office hours Sen. Durant 

and Rep. Berthiaume
Staff from state Sen. 

Peter Durant’s office 
and state Rep. Donald 
Berthiaume office will 
be available to meet with 
constituents to assist 
with issue involving state 
agencies or to hear leg-
islative ideas and con-
cerns. As always, staff 
would be happy to set 
up meetings at another 
time with any constitu-
ent who needs assis-
tance. Kim Mongeau 
(Ring), Communications 
Director office of Sen. 
Peter J. Durant Worcester 
and Hampshire District 
at 413-896-0794. Donna 
M. Farmer, Chief of Staff 
Rep. Donald Berthiaume 
fifth Worcester District 
at 774-402-4742. Office 
hours will be held at the 
Oakham Town Hall  on 
Monday, April 14 at 12:15 
p.m.

OAKHAM, 
continued from page 3

Just when you think you 
are done planning your gar-
den you come across some-
thing else to grow.  What did 
it for me was a trip to the 
Dollar Store where I found 
the seed packs priced at four 
for $1.25. What a deal!  

While I wouldn’t spend 
$3.99 for a package of egg-
plant seeds, I could shell out 
approximately 32 cents, and 
if I end up with a half dozen 
fruit it would be worth the 
investment.  

We grow eggplant at Old 
Sturbridge Village, but it is 
the ornamental type, the kind 
that looks seriously like pure 
white eggs hanging from a 
fuzzy gray-green plant! I 
plan to grow “Black Beauty,” 
the variety that holds prom-
ise of parmesan grinders and 
saucy pasta dishes.  

It’s been a few years since 
I have grown eggplant. I 
stopped growing it because I 
never seemed to pick it at the 
right time – either it was too 
early or too late. 

So, why don’t we learn 
together how to grow egg-
plant successfully and har-
vest it correctly? 

Eggplant is a member of 
the Solanaceae family, mak-
ing it cousins with tomatoes 

and peppers. Like its rela-
tives, eggplant seeds need to 
be started indoors, eight to 10 
weeks prior to the last frost.

By sowing the seed yes-
terday, I just sneak in to 
the eight week mark. If the 
thought of growing eggplant 
excites you, don’t let the 
calendar dissuade you. Any 
head start is still a head start!  

The seeds like a warm-
er germination temperature, 
with some experts calling for 
80 degrees!  When the seed-
lings show their first set of 
true leaves, transplant them 
out of the seed pack and into 
six packs. A grow on tem-
perature of 72 degrees cou-
pled with supplemental light 
will produce nice, stocky 
seedlings. 

Another trick to stocky 
seedlings is the brush meth-
od. A couple of times a day 
run the top of your hand 
gently over the seedlings. 
Depending on how quickly 
they grow, another trans-
planting maybe necessary, 
this time into a four-inch pot.  

Be careful not to disturb 
the roots too much; while 
tomatoes and peppers don’t 
seem to mind transplanting, 
eggplant can be stunted a bit, 
so tackle this task tenderly.

About mid-May preheat 
your garden space in prepa-
ration for planting out the 
seedling. I lay down black 
plastic for peppers and will 
also use it for my eggplant 
transplants. 

After the plants have been 
hardened off for a week or 
so by gradual exposure to 
the elements, it’s time to get 
them in the ground. I cut 
“Xs” in the plastic about 18” 
apart, and mix some com-
post into the soil under each 
X. The seedlings are then 
installed just slightly lower 
into the soil than where they 
were growing in the pot.  

If you can cover them 
with a floating row cover 
to help modulate the heat 
and keep flea beetles and 
Colorado potato beetles at 
bay, all the better.  

I read that northern gar-
deners can expect to get four 
to six fruit per plant. Folks 
with a longer growing season 
can sometimes gain 12 to 15!  

Once the fruit appear 
glossy, they can be picked, 
even before they reach their 
full size. If you wait until 
the skin is dull, the fruits are 
seedy and not at their prime 
any longer.  

I am excited to see if my 
32 cent investment will be 
fruitful. Fingers crossed!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Eggplant parmesan anyone?

Senior center to hold information fair
BARRE – The Barre/

Hardwick Senior Center, 
557 South Barre Road, will 
hold a free information fair 
on Wednesday, April 23 at 
10 a.m.

People will explore a 
wide-range of local resourc-
es and discover the wealth 
of information, services and 

opportunities. They will learn 
about local businesses, com-
munity organizations, educa-
tional programs and connect 
with experts in the field. This 
is a great chance to find what 
they need and meet their 
neighbors.

There will be raffle prizes. 
This event is free and open 

to the public. No registration 
is required. People may fol-
low them on Facebook-Barre 
MA Senior Center for more 
details and updated.

The  Bar re /Hardwick 
Senior  Center  i s  open 
Monday – Thursday from 8 
a.m.-3 p.m. and Friday from 
8 a.m.-2 p.m.
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Have you experienced 
a housing need? 
Share your story online or in person 
We want to address housing needs in our region with storytelling! If you
have a story to share about your current housing situation, challenges with
finding housing, or being unhoused, we want to hear your story.  Housing
stories will be used to build awareness about the housing challenges in the
region to bring further change. Stories will be collected through an online form
or video interview. Photos or videos will be used 
with permission, or you may ask to remain 
anonymous. Submit stories through an 

online form (scan QR code 
or go to:

https://tinyurl.com/HQHousingStory)
or a 

recorded interview. You have the
option of being anonymous for

either format.

 $50 compensation 
for those who share online or
$100 for recorded interviews

For any questions,
please contact Nisha Humayun at

nhumayun@townofware.com
or (413) 207-7698

Christopher J. Jenkins, 788 
Dana Road, for a three year 
term to Board of Assessors 
with 572 votes (309 pre-
cinct 1 and 263 precinct 2) 
and Anthony F. Mobilio, 414 
North Brookfield Road, for 
a three year term to Board of 
Health with 566 votes (305 
precinct 1 and 261 precinct 
2). Suzanne M. Person, 952 
Wauwinet Road won anoth-
er five year term to the Barre 
Housing Authority with 540 
votes (288 precinct 1 and 252 
precinct 2).

Vo te r s  e l ec t ed  th ree 
Constables for three year 
terms. All were candidates 
for re-election. Dennis G. 
Fleming, 7 Exchange St. Apt. 
3, had 571 votes (306 precinct 
1 and 265 precinct 2); Joseph 
Thomas Jalbert Jr., 14 Valley 
Road, had 479 votes (249 pre-
cinct 1 and 230 precinct 2) 
and Michael A. LaRose, 196 
Mechanic St., had 486 votes 
(263 precinct 1 and 223 pre-
cinct 2).

Margaret N. Petracone, 
600 West St., won anoth-
er three year term as Felton 

Field Commissioners with 
583 votes (319 precinct 1 
and 264 precinct 2). Voters 
also elected two Library 
Trustees for three year terms. 
They were Lisa Marselle, 
100 Pleasant St., with 548 
votes (295 precinct 1 and 
253 precinct 2) and Martha 
L. Pearson, 320 Oakham 
Road, with 534 votes (281 
precinct 1 and 253 pre-
cinct 2), both candidates for 
re-election. 

R a y m o n d  R o b e r t 
Beaudoin, 460 Wheelwright 
Road, won a one year term 
as Planning Board Associate 
Member with 530 votes (284 
precinct 1 and 246 precinct 
2). Michael A. LaRose, 196 
Mechanic St. won a five year 
term as Planning Board mem-
ber with 539 votes (292 pre-
cinct 1 and 247 precinct 2).

Voters also elected two 
Quabbin Regional School 
Committee members to three 
year terms. Richard G. Allan, 
28 Kendall St. got 520 votes 
(273 precinct 1 and 247 pre-
cinct 2) and Mark T. Brophy, 
90 Ruggles Lane, got 546 
votes (295 precinct 1 and 251 
precinct 2). Both were candi-
dates for re-election.

ELECTION, 
continued from page 1

district model where each 
Town gets an equal vote. 
Many representatives across 
the five towns had questions 
about the process of how 
other towns could buy into 
the district if they wanted 
to join. 

According to Rutland TA 
Austin Cyganiewicz, a dis-
trict agreement, if formed, 
may not have a buy in 
option. One representative 
mentioned that there has to 
be operational assessments 
and capital assessments to 
look at when considering 
the needs of each commu-
nity and that the coverage is 
their to have dispatch meet 
the needs of the communi-
ties and provide a better ser-
vice. 

Director Moriarty talk-
ed about an existing district 
model that is currently ope-
arating in Massachusetts 
and believe it is a model 
that this district is consider-

ing to adopt. The model is 
based off the model by the 
Southeastern Massachusetts 
R e g i o n a l  E m e r g e n c y 
Communications Center. 
According to Moriarty, this 
model is growing substan-
tially. 

W h e n  s t a ff i n g  wa s 
brought up again during 
questions and answers, 
Moriarty mentioned that 
the staffing would be moni-
tored. However, If a district 
will be formed the dispatch-
ers would have to renegoti-
ate contracts. 

The amount of money 
being saved for each of the 
five towns was also a main 
concern. Moriarty would 
like to get this process start-
ed soon, otherwise it is pos-
sible some towns may join 
another regional center. 
Moriarty and Cyganiewicz 
believes that Rutland and 
the other four communities 
want this district. 

W a r r e n  T o w n 
Administrator James Ferrera 
attended the session and 
explained to other commu-

nity representatives that this 
information is an option 
being presented to all five 
towns. 

“Its an option so that this 
district model would have 
access to more state grants, 
resources,” Ferrera said. 
“We have to look outside 
the scope of things and try 
to attract more communi-
ties to fund this particular 
model.” 

Back to the PowerPoint, 
Cyganiewicz explained 
that the operations com-
mittee would consist of 
each Town’s police and fire 
departments. Potential com-
munity savings include hav-
ing adequate staff already 
and some overhead costs 
may happen and fall under 
contracts and technology. 
According to Moriarty, hir-
ing more staff is a possibil-
ity. As of now, the director 
said they’re currently maxed 
out at the current facility. 

If all five towns do come 
to an agreement, Moriarty 
believes they’re going to 
have to get a new building. 

Warren Selectmen David 
Dufresne was wondering 
what the cost would be for 
each community for a new 
building and how would ser-
vices and costs be distribut-
ed amongst the five to pos-
sibly six or seven towns, if 
they were to expand. 

Cyganiewicz explained 
the purpose of this informa-
tional session is to possi-
bly change governance. To 
get accurate numbers, the 
Towns have to agree unan-
imously to become a dis-
trict first before getting any 
numbers. In other words, the 
amounts won’t be known 
right away. 

“We can’t do anything 
without becoming a district 
first,” Cyganiewicz said. 

It is ultimately each 
town’s decision to see if 
they want to go forward 
with the regional dispatch 
district. All Five towns 
( B a r r e ,  H u b b a r d s t o n , 
Oakham, Rutland,  and 
Warren) would have to say 
yes to move forward. 

DISPATCH
MEETING, 
continued from page 1

PLEASE REMEMBER TO RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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The Place The Easter Bunny Goes For His

DIAMONDS AND
COLORED GEMSTONES
LUMINOX & CITIZEN
WATCHES
REPAIRS

TRADE IN
YOUR UNWANTEDJEWELRY FOR
STORE CREDIT
OR CASH!

978-632-5715
6 West Lynde St.,
Downtown Gardner
Open: Tues-Fri 9am-5:30pm,

Thurs. 9am-6pm,
Sat. 9am-2pm

CARATS

BRUCE’S WATCH
AND JEWELRY

W
M
-0
00
03
92
15
0-
01

10%-25%
OFF

Selected IN Store Items
Now-April 20, 2019
In Store between Selected Items

Open Tues-Fri 9am-5pm
Thurs 9am-6pm 
Sat 9:30am-2pm 

978-632-5715
6 West Lynde St., Downtown Gardner
Tues.-Fri. 9am-5pm • Thurs. 9am-6pm

Closed Sat., Sun., Mon.

PARKER HOUSE OF PIZZA
17 Pleasant Street, Downtown Gardner

The Building with the Blue Awning

978-632-9383
Open Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m. - 9 p.m. Closed Sun.

Happy
Easter

from

GIACOMO’S 
GOURMET FOODS

“Cucinare con amore”

Jim & Laurie Del Garbino
Partners

GRAB N GO MEALS, BAKERY, 
LOCAL FOOD & ARTISAN VENDORS

★ We Won the Best of Central Mass/
Community Choice Award for Catering, Vegetarian/

Vegan/Gluten Free Offerings ★

★ Jim Del Garbino was Voted 
Top 3 Chefs for the Same Award ★

        32 Main St., Suite 2, Hubbardston, MA
508-826-8808/508-826-2133

giacomosgourmetgranola@yahoo.com
www.giacomogourmetgranola.com

Order Easter 
Items Online 
Website/FB

152 Main Street • Spencer, MA 01562
www.cormierspencer.com • 508-885-3385

First Communion

Confirmation

Anniversary

Mother’s DayBirthdaysGraduation

So many options - just change the clasp!
A Great Gift for...

EASTER

Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Thurs. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Sat. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

4 MAIN STREET
GARDNER, MA 01440

(978) 632-7148

19 WALDEN STREET
CONCORD, MA 01742

(978) 371-0585

Mon. - Fri. 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m..

Open: Sunday, April 13th 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sat., April 19th 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Closed Easter Sunday and Monday, April 21st
Our family has been making candy since 1936

CANDY SHOP

www.priscillacandyshop.com

     Facebook       Twitter
                    Instagram

Get Hoppin...
down to
Priscilla’s
for your

Easter candy Eggs, Rabbits,
Baskets and All Your

Easter Favorites

95 Main Street, Ware, MA 01082
413-277-0364  |  dioguardijewelers.com

EASTER SALE
30% OFF!

(excluding fire & ice diamond)

Master Jeweler 
Gabriel Serrano 
continues Michael 
Harris’ passion 
for fine jewelry 
and exceptional 
customer service.

Stars & Stripes Diner
32 Main Street, Hubbardston

978-820-1600

Check Out Our Facebook Page
For Easter Specials

OPEN EASTER SUNDAY
7:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.

       Like Us On Facebook@hubbtowndiner

er one set for the end of the 
month and that’s the maxi-
mum they can do,” Welsh 
said.

He elaborated on the debil-
itating fatigue he experiences.

“I now get what is called 
nonrestorative sleep which 
means I’m asleep but my 
body does not recharge its 
batteries essentially. In order 
to get through the day I have 
to take several naps and 
there is almost a narcolep-
sy aspect to it as I will fall 
asleep mid-conversation, 
mid-bite of food or really any 
random time,” Welsh said. “I 
went from someone that just 
needed a few hours sleep to 
have a great day, to someone 
that would sleep 24 hours a 
day if I could. Since I’ve been 
battling Long COVID I crave 
sleep like people crave food.”

Other symptoms include 
developing blood problems he 
never had before, high blood 
pressure and becoming B12 
anemic.

After many visits to his 
primary care, Welsh said it 
got to the point where they 
said “We can’t really help 
you,” sending him to a Long 
COVID clinic in Hartford, 
CT. There, he tried medica-
tions and nebulizers, physi-
cal therapy, speech therapy 
and cognitive therapy, which 
didn’t work.

“So I started there around 
December 2023 and then-
-and now--it’s still so new 
that there’s still not, really, a 

ton that’s known about Long 
COVID. It’s mostly just try-
ing to treat symptomatically 
and it doesn’t really work,” 
Welsh said.

He later got a phone call 
from the physical therapy that 
the clinic in was closing after 
“the doctor put in her resigna-
tion and didn’t tell any of the 
patients.”

After searching through-
o u t  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  N ew 
York, Rhode Island and the 
Boston area, Welsh went 
to Massachusetts General 
Hospital where he’s been ever 
since, with a team of seven or 
eight doctors who are heads 
of their departments. He now 
goes there several times a 
month to try to find answers, 
taking part in studies and 
experimental trials.

“Once we got into Boston 
with these doctors, they were 
very clear from day one that 
if I was not fully vaccinated 
and boosted, then my infec-
tion would have killed me,” 
Welsh said.

A f t e r  g e t t i n g  L o n g 
COVID, Welsh shared he 
had to resign from his job at 
SNHU and could no longer 
do things such as going out to 
a restaurant.

“ L i f e  h a s  p a u s e d . 
Everybody, the world, has 
gone back to normal. My 
world has not and we don’t 
know when it will. There’s a 
good chance these are things 
I deal with for the rest of my 
life,” Welsh said.

Another difficult thing for 
Welsh is when he wears a 
mask when going to the gro-
cery store, sharing the reac-

tions he and others experi-
enced.

“The looks, comments, 
that I get for wearing a mask 
in public and coughing and 
being winded. COVID is 
still so politicized that peo-
ple--anyone who goes out in 
public with a mask--wheth-
er it’s me, my family, other 
people, we get criticized for 
it and it’s terrible. It shouldn’t 
be that way. At the end of 
the day, how does somebody 
doing something to protect 
themselves impact somebody 
else’s everyday life?” Welsh 
said.

Welsh added he kept this 
to himself “for a long time,” 
but decided to share his story 
to raise awareness.

“There’s 30 million people 
in the country dealing with 
Long COVID. Some people 
have been sick since COVID 
began in 2020. So, it’s some-
thing that needs to be talked 
about more, researched more, 
supported more,” Welsh said.

Since sharing his story, 
people have reached out to 
Welsh with their own stories 
and wristbands in the gray 
and teal LONG COVID col-
ors that read, “Team Welsh” 
on one side with a ribbon and 
“Fight Long COVID” on the 
other side, were created by 
him and his former team at 
SNHU to stay connected and 
garner support. His doctors 
at MassGeneral also wear the 
wristbands and have had peo-
ple reach out to them to learn 
more.

They are also sponsored 
by a local insurance agency 
owned by his father.

“It means the world to me 
that people want them, that 
people want to wear them, 
people want to show me the 
support in what I’ve done,” 
Welsh said. “Everybody that’s 
gotten one has taken a picture 
of themselves wearing it, so 
I have a collage at home full 
of pictures that shows me I’m 
not doing this alone.”

This support has also 
expanded to the New England 
Patriots, who partnered with 
Team Welsh last summer after 
Welsh reached out to the team 
about his story and wanting to 
do something for his father’s 
70th birthday. The team host-
ed the family during training 
camp “and went above and 
beyond to make sure I was 
safe” from a personal valet 
to a special roped-off area so 
people weren’t around him.

After the practice, the 
players came over to Welsh, 
who had a sign saying, “I’m 
f igh t ing  Long  COVID. 
Pa t r i o t s  I n s p i r e  M e ! ” 
Numerous players signed it 
and also gave him a signed 
football, later spending time 
talking with him.

When Welsh reached out 
to the team again to thank 
them and shared about the 
wristbands, they responded 
within an hour asking for 50 
to 75 wristbands for the play-
ers and staff.

“So, the entire Patriots 
roster, the coaching staff, the 
Kraft Family--the owners--all 
have these wristbands and a 
letter from me expressing my 
appreciation for their support 
and telling them my story 
so everyone there knows my 

story,” Welsh said. “In the 
next week or so, we’re send-
ing out enough for the roster 
of the Celtics.”

To date, Welsh added, 
almost 300 of these wrist-
bands have been distributed, 
with more sought as people 
learn his story. The prior and 
current presidential adminis-
trations have, also, received 
these wristbands.

“It has nothing to do with 
politics. It’s about the posi-
tion in the country, to have 
the most powerful person in 
the country aware of Long 
COVID and the fight that 
goes along with it. I don’t 
care what party you’re on. 
Just to have that support is 
incredible,” Welsh said.

He, also, has a goal of 
doing a fundraising event 
with the wristbands and 
community to support Long 
COVID research, expressing 
gratitude to his family--in-
cluding his parents--the com-
munity and supporters for 
their love and support.

One thing Welsh wish-
es people knew about Long 
COVID was this: the impact 
on every person is different.

“I have met many peo-
ple through this that have 
developed things like Type 1 
Diabetes from Long COVID. 
I’ve met people that had to 
get pacemakers because of 
Long COVID, but they don’t 
have the cognitive issue, 
they don’t have the vocal 
issue, they don’t have the 
blood problem. So, it’s going 
to present itself differently 
to every person that has it, 
which is why it’s so hard for 

people to diagnose it,” Welsh 
said.

He also encouraged people 
to keep pushing for support 
from their doctors or to seek 
a specialist to get the support 
and help they need.

“It’s going to take you 
time to find the doctors, but 
there are doctors out that 
will believe you, what you’re 
fighting and they will. They 
will help you,” Welsh said.

His message for the com-
munity was this: to be kind 
and to remember the kind-
ness that was shown during 
the pandemic “to everyone 
that was putting their lives 
in jeopardy for us” from the 
Amazon and UPS drivers to 
the grocery store workers.

Also, remember and sup-
port those struggling with 
COVID or Long COVID 
today and not to leave them 
behind.

“COVID has impacted our 
lives forever, and personal-
ly, for the community, I just 
know what this community is 
capable of. I’ve lived here my 
whole life. I’ve seen this com-
munity rally behind any num-
ber of great people and wor-
thy causes and to know that 
there’s some people already 
who now know the story are 
now getting my story out,” 
Welsh said. “I know that once 
it’s read and out there, that 
I’m going to have the whole 
community supporting some-
one who’s been raised and 
lived here for my entire life.”

To get your own Team 
Welsh wristband and learn 
more, email teamwelshlong-
covid@gmail.com.

WELSH, 
continued from page 1

Hubbardston receives Community Compact Grant
 BOSTON – State Sen. 

Peter Durant,  R-Spencer 
and  Sta te  Rep.  Donnie 
Ber th iaume,  R-Spencer, 
a n n o u n c e  t h e  t ow n  o f 
Hubbardston was awarded 
$23,300 from the Community 
Compact Cabinet’s program.

The Fiscal Year 2025 IT 

grant will help Hubbardston 
add an e-permitting sys-
tem. “I’m please to see 
these grants being awarded 
to smaller communities like 
Hubbardston so that they can 
use technology to streamline 
services for residents,” Durant 
said.

The grant will help the 
town launch “Hubb Connect,” 
which will streamline permit-
ting, modernize operations 
and improve how residents 
interact with local govern-
ment. “This grant will help 
Hubbardston create a cohe-
sive, online presence that 

will be useful for residents, 
“Berthiaume said.

“For a small rural town 
like Hubbardston, this ear-
ly-phase support allows us to 
build smart, customized tools 
by combining emerging tech-
nology with the expertise of 
our in-house team –solutions 

we simply couldn’t afford 
through off-the-shelf sys-
tems,” Town Administrator 
Nathan Boudreau said.

“It also gives us the flex-
ibility to re-purpose Town 
Meeting – invested dollars, 
making the most of every 
resource to deliver efficient, 

responsive and modern pub-
lic services,” according to 
Boudreau.

“As our larger cities and 
towns adopt new technolo-
gies, it is crucial that we pro-
vide the support for smaller 
communities to do the same,” 
Durant said.
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Where is this?

Turley Publications Photo by Ellenor Downer

This week’s mystery photo is from Hubbardston. If any readers know 
where this photo was taken, they may email edowner@turley.com or 
call the Barre Gazette at 413-967-3505, extension 100 with their answer 
by noon on Monday, April 14. Bill Bowles, Stephen Craven, Evelyn 
Luukko, Sherry Prescott and Jeremy Varnum correctly identified the 
photo. The photo last week was of the Gilbertville Post Office, Main 
Street, in the Gilbertville Village of Hardwick. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 10 
PRESERVING THE RULE OF LAW – sup-

porting and protecting a fair and impartial judi-
ciary’ will be present today at 6 p.m.by the 
Honorable William J. Ritter, Associate Justice 
of the state Superior Court and member of the 
Massachusetts Judicial Speakers Bureau. He will 
be the Woods Memorial Library, 19 Pleasant St., 
Barre to give this talk. This presentation is free 
and open to the public; all are invited to attend.  

SATURDAY, APRIL 12 
BARRE WINTER MARKET located in the 

Barre Town Hall, 2 Exchange St., Barre will take 
place today from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. This is the last 
one of the season and the third year of the mar-
ket. Local crafters and farmers sell their crafts 
and products. For more information, people may 
email rebellbathandbeyond@gmail or call Celia 
at 978-355-0139.

FRIENDS OF PAIGE LIBRARY SEED 
AND BAKE SALE will be held today from 10 
a.m.-1 p.m. at the Paige Memorial Library 87 
Petersham Road, Hardwick. People may buy 
home baked goodies and choose some seeds for 
their garden. They will learn tips on seed starting 
and growing with special guest Paulina Borrego, 
UMass Science and Engineering Librarian, Mass 
Aggie Seed Librarian and the Common Seed 
program teaching gardening and seed saving. 
Children are welcome and can visit with the 
Easter Bunny and make a craft. People may 
email Director.paigelibrary@gmail.com or call 
413-477-6704 for more information.

SUNDAY, APRIL 13
PUMPERNICKEL PUPPET SHOW will be 

held today at 2 p.m. in the New Braintree Town 
Hall, 20 Memorial Drive, New Braintree. The 
Friends of the New Braintree Library are hosting 
the show, Peter Rabbit. Pumpernickel Puppets 
are presented with a cast of colorful puppet 
characters, audience participation, live voices 
and sound effects and fast paced scripts that not 
only entertain, but stimulate children’s imagina-
tion and creativity. A demonstration period fol-
lows the performance giving the audience sound 
insight into what happens behind the scenes. 
The performance will last approximately 30 
to 40 minutes and are appropriate for children 
ages three and up. This program is funded by 
the Hardwick/New Braintree Cultural Council, 
a local agency which is supported by the Mass 
Cultural Council, a state agency. This program is 
free and open to the public.

LANCASTER HISTORY IN REVIEW 
will be presented by the Lancaster Historical 
Society, today at 2 p.m. in Room 2 at the First 
Church of Sterling, 6 Meetinghouse Hill Road, 
Sterling. The lecture, illustrated with PowerPoint 
slides, will be presented by Heather Lennon, a 
local historian and President of the Lancaster 
Historical Society. A brief Annual Meeting for 
members will precede the program.

As the oldest town in Worcester County 

and incorporated in 1653, Lancaster has a rich 
history going back almost four hundred years. 
Highlighted will be the significant people, places 
and events that have shaped the town. This event 
is free and open to the public. For more informa-
tion, people may call 978- 733-6907.

SUNDAY, APRIL 13
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHOIR’S 

CANTATA “Redeemer” will take place today 
at 3 pm. At East Brookfield Baptist Church, 262 
East Main St., East Brookfield and on Sunday, 

April 27 at 3 p.m. at St. John the Baptist 
Church, 131 Blaine Avenue, East Brookfield.

MONDAY, APRIL 14
FORMER STATE SEN.  STEPHEN 

BREWER will bring Abraham Lincoln to life 
with stories and historical antidotes today at 
7 p.m. at the Barre Congregational Church, 
30 Park St., Barre at 7 p.m. The Women’s 
Fellowship sponsors the program. The public is 
invited. People may arrive at 6:30 p.m. for light 
refreshments and conversation before the regular 
program at 7 p.m. Note: This is a change of date.

NEW BRAINTREE LIBRARY STORY 
TIME for preschoolers will take place today 
beginning  at 9 am. The readings will include 

“Fun Facts About Frogs” by Carmen Bredeson 
and “Animal Babies in Ponds and Rivers” by 
Jennifer Schofield.  The next story time program 
for preschoolers on Monday, April 28 beginning 
at 9 a.m.  The readings will include  “Ducks 
Quack” by Pam Scheunemann and “Duckling 
Days” by Karen Wallace. This reading and crafts 
program is held at the library. Parental supervi-
sion is required. People may call the library at 
508-867-7650 during regular business hours for 
more information.  

RURAL FARMING FORUM will be held 
today from 5-7:30 p.m. in the Grand Room on 
the second floor of the West Brookfield Town 
Hall, 2 East Main St. ,West Brookfield. Anne 
Gobi, Director of Rural Affairs, will be the key-
note speaker at the forum. All are welcome to 
come and speak with agencies and organiza-
tions working to support local farmers includ-
ing the Quaboag Valley Food Policy Council, 
The Carrot Project, East Quabbin Land Trust, 
MDAR, Hardwick Farmers Co-op and more. 
For more information, people may email Eric 
von Bleicken, chair of the Board of Selectmen at 
evonbleicken@wbrookfield.com. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16 
FREE ORGAN CONCERT with Italian 

organist, Savatore Pronesti, takes place today 
from noon-1 p.m. at Mechanics Hall, 321 Main 
St., Worcester. Doors open at 11:30 a.m. All 
performances are open to the pubic and no reg-
istration is required. People may bring a brown 
bag lunch or purchase lunches there.

FRIDAY,  APRL 18
GRANDPARENTS AND KINSHIP CARE 

SUPPORT GROUP meets today from 9:30-11 
a.m. at the Worcester Family Resource Center, 
20 Cedar St., Worcester. The group meets in per-
son for breakfast the third Friday of the month. 
For questions or to register, people may call 
Debbie at 508-796-6118 and leave their name 
and contact information.

SATURDAY, APRIL 19
GEOCACHE SCAVENGER HUNT spon-

sored with East Quabbin Land Trust today 
through Sunday, May 4. People may register 
now by visiting https://eqlt.org/geocache-scav-
enger-fund/. The fee is $20 per entry. On 
Sunday, May 4 at 2 p.m. their will be reveal 
party at EQLT offices, 120 Ridge Road, 
Hardwick. 

RABIES CLINICS sponsored by  Second 
Chance Animal Services will hold two low-
cost vaccine clinics  today. The first clinic will 
take place from 9 a.m.-noon at the Barre Public 
Safety Building, located at 655 South Street in 
Barre. Later that afternoon, a second clinic will 
be held from 1-3 p.m. in Templeton, co-hosted 
by the Winchendon/Templeton Regional Animal 
Control at 381 Baldwinville Road in Templeton. 
Rabies and distemper vaccines will be avail-
able for $18 each and microchips for $22. Both 
clinics are open to cats and dogs from any com-
munity. Advance registration is recommended, 
as space is limited and same-day availability is 
not guaranteed. Pet owners can register online 
at www.secondchanceanimals.org/scascon-
nect-north-brookfield.

Calendar Policy
POLICY: Our calendar section is 

intended to promote “free” events or 
ones hat directly affect a volunteer-driv-
en organization that benefits the com-
munity. Paid events that are not deemed 
fund-raisers or benefits do not qualify. 
Non-charitable events that charge the 
public to enter are not allowed as we 
consider that paid advertising. The dead-
line to submit calendar items in the mail, 
by fax, or emailed in Word document 
format is Monday at noon or sooner. 
We usually print one week in advance 
of an event, and the listings should be 
brief, with only time, date, location, brief 
activity explanation and contact informa-
tion. 

SMARTSMART
MONEYMONEY

Brought to you by Turley Publications

Key decisions for 
retired couples

Once you and your spouse retire, you’ll have some decisions 
to make — decisions that could affect your quality of life in your 
retirement years. What are these choices?

Here a few of the most important ones:
• How much should you withdraw from your retirement accounts? 

By the time you retire, you may have contributed for decades to an IRA 
and a 401(k) or similar employer-sponsored retirement plan. But once 
you retire, you’ll probably need to draw on these accounts to help pay 
your living expenses. Consequently, both of you will need to be sure 
that you don’t withdraw so much each year that you risk running out 
of money later in your retirement. One common guideline is to aim for 
an annual withdrawal rate of 4%, but everyone’s situation is different 
based on age, pre-retirement income, lifestyle, health, travel plans and 
other factors. (Once you turn 73, or 75 if you were born in 1960 or later, 
you will have to take certain amounts, based on your age and account 
balance, from your traditional IRA and traditional 401(k) each year.)

•  When should you take Social Security?  The answer to this 
question depends on many factors, such as your age and other sources 
of income. You can take Social Security as early as age 62, but your 
monthly payments will typically be bigger if you wait until your full 
retirement age, which will be age 67 if you were born in 1960 or later. 
And if you can afford to wait even longer, your payments will “max 
out” when you reach age 70. Your decision on when to take Social 
Security can affect your spouse — and vice versa. If the lower-earning 
spouse claims Social Security before their full retirement age — again, 
age 67 — their own retirement benefit and any potential spousal benefit 
will be reduced. (Spousal benefits are given to the lower-earning 
spouse if their full retirement benefit is less than half the other spouse’s 
full retirement benefit.) 

•  Should you downsize? If you live in a big home and your 
children are grown, you may find it economical to downsize. Of 
course, this is also an emotional decision, but you may find that you 
can save money by moving into a smaller home.

•  Where should you live? Some states are far more expensive 
to live in than others. You’ll want to weigh your decision carefully, 
considering the cost of housing, food, income and real estate taxes, 
transportation and health care in whatever state you choose.

• Have you finished your estate plans? If not, now is the time. 
You’ll want to work with your legal professional to create whatever 
documents are needed — a will, living trust, power of attorney — to 
help ensure your assets go where you want them to go, and that your 
financial and health care choices will be protected if you become 
physically or mentally incapacitated. 

Of course, many of these same issues will apply if you are single, 
divorced or widowed. But if you are married, you and your spouse will 
want to discuss all your choices and then decide which steps to take. 
Once you’ve got your plans in place, you may well find that you can 
fully enjoy your retirement years. 

www.edwardjones.com    Member SPIC

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Farber & Lindley
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

56 Common Street, Barre

978-257-8389
Personal Injury

Automobile Accident
Slip and Fall

www.farberandlindley.com

The Varney Family of Companies
12 Nichewaug Road, Barre, MA 01005

Before you buy or rent to own, visit...

Waterwheel
Village

A Unique 55 & Better
Mobile Home Community

978-355-3454

We’re always looking for good sales people and contractors

Well Domes
Protect Water Wells

Strong Security Against the Unexpected
978-355-3454

Before You List Please Call Us On Our
Special Low Commission Rates!

Waterwheel Realty
978-355-4438

Professional 
Real Estate Services

Since 1978

  Edward Jones, its employees and 
financial advisors cannot provide tax or legal 
advice. You should consult your attorney 
or qualified tax advisor regarding your 
situation.

Member SPIC > edwardjones.com    

David J. Mason, CFP®, ChFC®

Financial Advisor

164 Market Drive
Athol, MA 01331
978-780-0002

Member SIPC

Hunter E Boody, ChFC®

Financial Advisor
1448 Main St
Palmer, MA 01069
413-289-1875

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894P-A AECSPAD

Retiring Soon?
Give us a call.
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Panthers
fall in second
game of the 

season

BARRE – After a big 
win in their season open-
er, Quabbin Regional base-
ball was defeated by visiting 
Oakmont last Friday after-
noon 5-1. The Panthers, which 
had 14 runs in their first 
matchup, could not get the 
bats going against Oakmont. 
The Panthers face Clinton on 
Friday, April 11 at 4 p.m.

Sam Morgan gets an out at first.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Andrew Warfield leads off first.

Aiden Lapointe makes an 
off-balance throw to first.

Adam Adams collects a grounder to short.

Quabbin softball falls to Oakmont

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Kelsey Allen moves out of the way of an 
inside pitch.

Abby Rogowski watches the 
pitcher as she gets ready to lead 
off second.

Lianna Leger fouls off a pitch.

S h o r t s t o p  J o r d a n 
Blanchard sends a throw 
to first.

Catcher Ju-Ju Guilderson swings and connects.

PA L M E R  –  L a s t 
M o n d a y  a f t e r n o o n , 
Pathfinder Regional High 
School baseball scored 13 
runs in two innings to be 
paced to a 15-2 win over the 
High School of Science and 
Technology.

T h e  P i o n e e r s  t o o k 
advantage of a lot of free 
passes to get staked out to 
the lead. The Pioneers took 
nine walks and Sci-Tech 
committed eight errors in 
the game.

The Cybercats would 
actually strike first with a 
run in the top of the first. 
But Pathfinder scored twice 
in the bottom of the first to 

take the lead.
Sci-Tech tied the game 

in the top of the third 
before errors and walks 
led to six runs in the 
bottom of the third for 
Pathfinder and seven runs 
in the fourth.

With the huge lead, the 
Pioneers were able to finish 
the game off in the top of 
the fifth for the mercy-rule 
win.

Tim Russe l l  had  a 
good first outing with four 
innings pitched. He allowed 
two runs on five hits. 
Zander Auffrey finished the 
game with a scoreless fifth 
inning.

Bats break out in
season opener for

Pioneers

Clean sweep 
in opening 

match 
for Quabbin 

golf
BARRE – The Quabbin Girls 

Golf team opened the season 
this past Friday, April 4 at Quail 
Hollow. 

The  Panthers  defea ted 
Worcester 33.5-3.5 in a six-hole 
match. All six players won their 
matches, Kenzie Casey, Ava 
Brady, Sierra Lambert, Molly 
Wilder, Sam Vessair, Junior 
Captain Kaylan Cavanagh  was 
the medalist shooting a 28. 

Coach Richard Lindsten said 
this year’s captains are junior 
Kaylan Cavanagh and sopho-
more Makenzie Casey.

Open practice rescheduled for new Quabbin Valley players
The Quabbin Valley 

Over-28 Baseball League is 
looking to infuse new talent 
into its league for the 2025 
season.

The league is looking for 
at least six more players to 
sign up to play in the league 
this year.

The open practice sched-

uled for Sunday, April 6 
was rained out. Players can 
still register for the season 
and the next open practice 
is scheduled for Sunday, 
April 13 at 10 a.m. at 
Beachgrounds Park in South 
Hadley. Following that 
practice, new players will 
be drafted to teams in the 

league as the league works 
to fill its open roster spots.

Registration for the 2025 
season is now open and any 
interested players can go to 
www.quabbinvalleybase-
ball.org to get registered, or 
to seek more information 
or make inquiries about the 
league. The league website 

will also be updated over 
the next month with infor-
mation about the upcoming 
season.

There are many open 
roster spots available in the 
league for the 2025 season, 
which is tentatively sched-
uled to begin on Sunday, 
April 27. The league plays 

most Sunday from late 
April  through mid-Au-
gust with playoffs follow-
ing that. The league plays a 
15-game schedule and typ-
ically fields six teams each 
year. Games are usually 
played at 10 a.m. with fields 
in Easthampton and South 
Hadley normally used.

The Quabbin Valley 
league is an all-abilities 
league and all are welcome 
to join. Eligibility is players 
who are age 28 and over. 
You must be 30 to be eligi-
ble to pitch in the league. 
Your age for eligibility is 
whatever age you will turn 
in 2025. 

Valley Wheel tryouts begin this weekend
Players looking to join 

the Valley Wheel Over-
28 Baseball League can 
attend the tryouts begin-
ning Sunday April 13. The 
first weekend of tryouts 
was rained out. Tryouts will 
take place at 2 p.m. at Blunt 
Park in Springfield.

The  l eague ,  wh ich 
plays its games in Western 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a n d 
Northern Connect icut , 
makes sure that everyone 
gets a fair share of the 
action. Everyone plays a 
minimum of 4 innings in 
the field, and everyone bats. 

The league follows MLB 
rules with some modified 
rules adapted with safety in 
mind. 

The Valley Wheel stands 
apart from other leagues 
across the country for this 
reason:

Their league charter and 
one of their main goals, is 
to work toward having a 
league with teams of equal 
strength. 

The league is now seek-
ing new players to fill open 
roster slots.  Enjoy the 
competition and camara-
derie with a great group of 

guys who enjoy the game 
as much as you do.  Stay 
in shape and make new 
friends.  Be part of some-
thing that happens once a 
year, and with luck, win a 
championship that might 
be once in a lifetime.  Grab 
your glove and cleats and 
join a team for a great 
adventure. It’s not too late 
don’t miss out; opening day 
is just around the corner. 

Fo r  more  in fo rma-
tion, contact Jim Nason 
a t  4 1 3 - 4 3 3 - 4 3 0 8  o r 
visit the website www.
ValleyWheelBaseball.org.

BARRE – Last Friday afternoon, Quabbin 
softball suffered a defeat at home to Oakmont 
13-3. The offense could not get much going on a 
breezy, but sunny afternoon at Quabbin Regional 
High School. The Panthers beat Quaboag 9-4 to 
open their season and are 1-1. The Panthers are at 
Clinton at 4 p.m. on Friday, April 11.
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task force to look at ways to 
address this.

“We knew for over a 
decade that the course of the 
school was unsustainable,” 
he said. “We had to figure 
out what was going on.”

Petraitis said the reports 
of the task force’s findings 
are available in the Board of 
Selectmen’s office.

He said entering into 
a tuition agreement with a 
larger school system could 
provide financial relief to 
the town, as well as oppor-
tunities to support the stu-
dents.

“The whole idea of a 
tuition agreement makes 
practical sense because to 
leave it the way that it is and 
just pursue an override for 
something that’s just going 
to need another override in 
a couple years, seems point-
less,” he said.

Petraitis said in order to 
move forward with a tui-
tion agreement, the School 
Committee would need to 
make the initiative. He said 
there wouldn’t be enough 
time to move forward for 
the upcoming school year 
unless everything moved 
quickly.

“We need to address all 
the questions, and we need 

to address all the money 
and weigh the costs,” he 
said. “At the end of the day 
we need to make sure the 
town could afford whichever 
route we go in.”

Petraitis said talking 
about the options is some-
thing that falls under the 
responsibility of the school 
department.

“We need to have meet-
ings and talk about them, 
and that’s the job of the 
school department,” he 
said. “In order to maintain 
our budget, they’re forcing 
the Finance Committee and 
Selectmen and other people 
in town to do their job for 
them.”

TUITION, 
continued from page 1

Candlepin League News

David Thibault-Muñoz becomes
Director of MWCC Brewer Center
GARDNER – Mount 

Wachuset t  Communi ty 
College announces the 
appointment  of  David 
Thibault-Muñoz as the 
n ew  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e 
Brewer Center for Civic 
Learning and Community 
Engagement. 

He brings over  two 
decades of experience in 
education, community orga-
nizing and civic engage-
ment to the Brewer Center. 
Since 2013, he has served 
as an Academic Counselor 
and Coordinator for the 
Gateway to College pro-
gram, where he has demon-
strated an unwavering com-
mitment to the success of 
students in the early college 
program and community 
impact. 

Under Thibault-Muñoz’s 
leadership, his First Year 
E x p e r i e n c e  s t u d e n t s 
launched the Fitchburg 
Abolitionist Park Project 
in 2017, successfully rais-
ing $180,000 to develop 
the park. His collaborative 
approach also led to the cre-
ation of a commemorative 
magazine in the spring of 
2023, developed alongside 
MWCC graphic and inter-
active design and journalism 

students. 
In  add i t ion 

to his work with 
students, he has 
been a champion 
for diversity and 
inclusion, serv-
ing as Secretary 
of the Diversity, 
E q u i t y  a n d 
Inclusion Team 
and as faculty 
advisor to the 
ALANA cultural 
diversity club. Beyond his 
work at MWCC, Thibault-
Muñoz is deeply involved in 
civic life, currently serving 
as a Gardner City Councilor 
and previously as the New 
England Coordinator for the 
National Boricua Human 
Rights Network from 2006 
to 2018. 

Thibault-Muñoz’s com-
munity engagement roots 
run deep. Before join-
ing  MWCC,  he  spent 
seven years as Director of 
Community Engagement at 
New Vue Communities in 
Fitchburg, where he found-
ed the Elm Street Area 
Neighborhood Association, 
two community gardens, 
and the annual Trick or 
Treat on Main Street. He 
also served on the Fitchburg 

School Committee 
for four years, 
engaging residents 
i n  m e a n i n g f u l 
school and com-
munity improve-
ments. 

T h i b a u l t -
M u ñ o z  h o l d s 
a  M a s t e r  o f 
E d u c a t i o n  i n 
Curriculum and 
I n s t r u c t i o n a l 
Leadership from 

the University of Illinois 
at Chicago and a Bachelor 
of Arts in Sociology with 
a minor in History from 
Binghamton University. His 
earlier career includes teach-
ing Puerto Rican History 
at the Dr. Pedro Albizu-
Campos High School and 
leading the Youth First! 
Campaign in Chicago.

“David’s tremendous 
enthusiasm and energy for 
this work came through 
loud and clear in his inter-
views, and he brings exten-
sive community organiz-
ing experience to this new 
role,” stated Fagan Forhan, 
Dean of K-12 Partnerships 
& Civic Engagement. “His 
experience and vision will 
bring a new flavor of work 
to the Brewer Center, and 
we are truly excited to 
begin working with him 
this semester.” 

Named for  Senator 
Stephen M. Brewer, the 
Brewer Center promotes 
positive social change 
through equi ty  mind-
ed, student-centered, and 
data-driven programming 
that benefits our surround-
ing community and Mount 
Wachusett  Community 
College.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Bogey Doubles

EAST BROOKFIELD – 
The Bogey Doubles league 
on Monday nights have sev-
eral weeks left of bowling.

This past week, the team 
of Halbedel & Fontaine 
bowled against  Murphy 
& Kenneson. In game one, 
Murphy & Kenneson defeat-
ed Halbedel & Fontaine by 
a score of 288-274. Trever 
Kenneson began the match 
with a 128. Aaron Fontaine 
started the match with a 133 
game. 

In game two, Murphy & 
Kenneson won by one point, 
250-249. Fontaine bowled 
a 132  in a losing effort. 
In game three, Halbedel & 
Fontaine won by a score of 
294-253. Fontaine finished 
the match with a 166 for a 
series of 431. 

The final  score  was 
817-791 in favor of Aaron 
Halbedel & Aaron Fontaine. 
Each team won four points. 
Fontaine has the second 
highest series of the season; 
he bowled a 432 series ear-

lier. 
The next  match was 

Clauson & Santora bowl-
i n g  a g a i n s t  R a n d o  & 
MacDougall. Clauson & 
Santora are currently leading 
the final round of the season 
with 18 wins. 

In game one, Clauson & 
Santora were the winners 
by a score of 307-249. Tom 
Clauson began the match 
with a 139 and Gary Santora 
started with a 123. 

In game two, Rando & 
MacDougall won by a score 
of 306-278. Dave Rando 
carried his team with a 137 
in game two. Gary Santora 
bowled well following up 
with a 141. 

In game three, Clauson & 
Santora won the last game 
289-278. Santora finished 
with a 134 and a series of 
398. The final score was 874-
833 in favor of Clauson & 
Santora. 

S a n d m a n  &  M a r v i n 
bowled against Talamini 
& Gravel. In game one, 
Talamini & Gravel won by a 
score of 274-269. The high 
game of 113 was bowled by 
Travis Sandman. In game 
two, Jack Talamini bowled 
a 131 on his team’s way to 

winning game two, 292-254. 
In game three, Talamini 

& Gravel won the last game 
268-250 for a three-game 
sweep over Sandman & 
Marvin. Talamini & Gravel 
won eight points and the final 
score was 834-773.

Pellett & Nester bowled 
against two substitutes for 
Clough & Gauthier. In game 
one, Pellett & Nester won by 
one point, 273-272. The sub-
stitutes won again Pellett & 
Nester in game two, 274-262. 
In game three, the substitutes 
won again by a score of 292-
274. 

The Substitutes won six 
points with a final score of 
838-809. 

Mondor  & Brayton 
bowled against Renaud & 
Ward. In game one, Mondor 
& Brayton were victori-
ous by a score of 253-232. 
In game two, Mondor & 
Brayton totaled for 253 
again to win the game. In 
game three, Mondor & 
Brayton defeated Renaud 
& Ward by a score of 271-
261. 

The  Bogey  Doub les 
League has six more rounds 
to go until the season is com-
plete. 

David
Thibault-Muñoz

Education

ALLENTOWN, Pa.  — 
The  Springfield Thunderbirds 
(34-28-2-4) received a per-
fect night from their net-
minder and outlasted the 
Lehigh Valley Phantoms 
(33-27-6-2) in a 1-0 overtime 
win  on Saturday night at the 
PPL Center. Coupled with 
Hartford’s overtime loss in 
Hershey, the T-Birds’ magic 
number to clinch a playoff 
berth has fallen to just 1. 

After being pressured 
for 16 first-period shots on 
Friday in Utica, Springfield 
was far stingier defensively 
in the opening frame against 
their division foes, keeping 
Lehigh Valley to just seven 
shots in the first period and 
making things easy for Vadim 
Zherenko to keep the oppo-
nents off the board. 

Parker Gahagen had a 
similarly strong start for the 
Phantoms, turning away the 
eight Springfield offerings 
that came his way in the first 
20 minutes. Furthermore, nei-
ther team could connect on 
one power-play chance each 
in the opening stanza. 

Springfield had its best 
chance to break the scoreless 
deadlock in a mad scramble 
near the net in the second, 

but Gahagen managed to turn 
away both Dalibor Dvorsky 
and Nikita Alexandrov despite 
being on his belly while trying 
to keep the puck out. 

Lehigh Valley’s closest 
call came off the stick of vet-
eran Anthony Richard, who 
scooted to the right side of the 
slot to punch a quick attack 
on the net after the puck car-
omed in front off the end 
boards. Zherenko, though, had 
the answer, pushing his left 
leg across for the pad save, 
one of his 21 stops through 
40 minutes. Gahagen took a 
20-save shutout into the third 
for Lehigh Valley.

A tentative third peri-
od saw the teams protect 
the defensive zone. Lehigh 
Valley’s door of opportunity 
opened when the Phantoms 
earned their second power 
play, but Zherenko and the 
Springfield penalty kill stiff-
ened. With the game just two 
seconds away from overtime, 
the Phantoms nearly won 
it in the final seconds, but 
Zherenko flashed out the left 
leg for a phenomenal in-tight 
save on Zayde Wisdom to 
force the game into overtime. 

Overtime only further 
showcased Zherenko’s story-

book night, as Lehigh Valley 
relentlessly fired chances at 
the Springfield net, but none 
of their eight tries found their 
way past the Springfield goal-
tender.

With just a half-minute 
to play in the extra period, 
Dvorsky moved back into the 
Phantoms zone and awaited a 
trailer. Calen Addison flew in 
off the Springfield bench, took 
a drop pass, and snapped a 
wrist shot through Gahagen to 
finally break the ice and give 
the T-Birds the overtime win 
on the veteran blueliner’s first 
goal and point as a T-Bird.

Springfield gets a break 
from game action before tak-
ing the ice on Friday inside 
the Thunderdome at 7:05 
p.m. against Belleville. The 
Hartford Wolf Pack and 
Hershey Bears square off 
again on Sunday, and any 
Hershey victory would punch 
the Thunderbirds’ ticket to the 
Calder Cup Playoffs. 

F a n s  c a n  g e t  t h e i r 
Thunderbirds t ickets for 
t h e  C a l d e r  C u p  p l a y -
off  push today by call-
i n g  ( 4 1 3 )  7 3 9 - G OA L 
(4625) or by visiting  www.
SpringfieldThunderbirds.com.

OT goal lifts T-Birds over Lehigh Valley

Dena Hengst exhibits in group show
PETERSHAM – Oakham 

artist Dena Hengst works 
in her studio on paintings 
for “Welcome Spring: A 
Group Show,” Petersham 
Art Center’s first exhibition 
of the 2025 season. The cen-
ter invited the public to join 
the artists’ opening reception 
Sunday, April 6. Petersham 
Art Center, 8 North St., is a 
nonprofit organization show-
casing regional fine art and 
craft. The Center is open 
Thursday - Sunday, noon to 
4 p.m. “Welcome Spring: A 
Group Show” runs through 
Sunday, April 27.

Photo courtesy of Dena Hengst

Oakham art ist  Dena 
Hengst works in her 
studio on a painting for 
“Welcome Spring: A 
Group Show.”

EQLT host Earth day 
children’s workshop

HARDWICK – The East 
Quabbin Land Trust will 
celebrate Earth Day with 
a free children’s activi-
ty workshop during school 
vacation week on Tuesday, 
April 22 from 3-5 p.m., at  
EQLT’s office, 120 Ridge 
Road.

 Children and their par-
ents/caregivers are welcome. 
Activities are unscheduled 
and attendees can participate 
at their own pace. Activities 
will  include: a gather-
ing fire, painting kindness 
rocks,exploring the chil-
dren’s play trail and building 
bluebird birdhouses, one for 
each child to take home

Most activities will be 
held outdoors on the hill-
side next to the EQLT 
office in both wooded and 
open grassy areas. Children 
should be dressed for the 

weather and outdoor fun.
They should RSVP by 

email to atrevvett@eqlt.org 
by Friday, April 18.

The East Quabbin Land 
Trust (EQLT) fosters a 
meaningful relationship 
with the natural world by 
conserving,  connecting 
with and caring for the 
farmlands, woodlands and 
waters in the East Quabbin 
region of Massachusetts. 
EQLT works closely with 
community members to 
foster vibrant communities 
through engagement with 
the outdoors.

The work of the EQLT 
is focused on the commu-
nities of Barre, Hardwick, 
H u b b a r d s t o n ,  N e w 
Braintree, North Brookfield, 
Oakham, Petersham, Ware 
and West Brookfield. The 
EQLT began in 1994 moti-

vated by concern for the loss 
of farmland and wildlife 
habitat to unplanned sprawl. 

By working coopera-
tively with property own-
ers, government agencies, 
conservation groups and 
other land trusts, the EQLT 
has permanently protected 
7,000 acres of land. EQLT 
worked with members of 
the Petersham community 
to purchase and lease The 
Country Store, revitalizing 
the heart of the town. 

O ve r  t h e  p a s t  t wo 
decades, the East Quabbin 
Land Trust has also pur-
chased and opened 6.5 miles 
of former railroad corridor 
as part of the Mass Central 
Rail Trail in Hardwick, New 
Braintree and Ware, with 
another 1.5-miles of rail trail 
slated for construction in 
2025-26.  

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal
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DEATH NOTICE

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Barre Gazette

Obituaries

Janet “Tissie” Parnes, 95
PETERSHAM – Janet 

“Tissie” Parnes, 95 of Athol 
passed away peacefully on 
Monday, March 31, 2025 at 
Quabbin Valley Healthcare. 

Janet was born 
March  27 ,  1930 
In Petersham. She 
leaves her children: 
Jeannine Pimental 
and her husband 
J a y  o f  B a r r e , 
Bernard Brunelle 
and his wife Sandy 
of Florida, Janet 
Bramlage and her 
husband Don of 
Florida, two son-in-laws 
David Bronson and Earl 
Cooley Jr. of Barre. Her 
grandchildren Sean Lewis 
and Georgia Bland of North 
Carolina  Susie Senna and 
James Brunelle of Florida, 
Brandi and Jason Pimental 
of Barre, Rebecca Burns 
of  Temple ton ,  Michael 
Harty and Sarah Croteau of 
Barre, Mathew Bronson of 
Colombia,  Amanda Cooley 
of Athol, Emilly Johnson 
of Rutland, Missy Cooley 
of Connecticut, Mary Alex 
and Christina Bramlage of 
Florida. She also leaves 22 
great-grandchildren and two 
great-great-grandchildren.

Janet was predeceased 
by three daughters: Jackie 
Bronson, Denise Cooley and 
Bernice Lewis and her sib-
lings, Connie Peters, Arland 
and Bernard Barnes and 

Barbara Donahue. She was 
predeceased by her husband, 
Nathen Parnes.

Janet was born and raised 
in Petersham daughter of the 

late Bernard H. 
Barnes and Anna 
(Dugan) Hoffman. 
S h e  A t t e n d e d 
P e t e r s h a m 
s c h o o l s .  S h e 
worked as a bus 
driver and was 
a CNA at Athol 
H o s p i t a l  a n d 
the Sister of the 
Assumpt ion  in 

Petersham.
She loved spending time 

with her family and friends, 
playing cards baking cook-
ies and making her pop-
corn balls for Christmas. At 
Janets request, calling hours 
and funeral will not be held. 
There will be a graveside ser-
vice later for the family.

In Lieu of Flowers the 
family request that a dona-
tion be made to the Barre Fire 
Dept. P.O. Box 430 Barre 
MA 01005 or Compassus 
Hospice 19 Midstate Drive, 
Suite 130, Auburn MA 01501 
in Janet Parnes name.

Parnes, Janet “Tissie”
Died March 31, 2025

Graveside Service will be 
held later for the family.

Church News

Local pastors offer sermons
Palm Sunday 2025

Who is Jesus? 
Have you ever given 

serious consideration to the 
nature and work of the One 
we herald as Savior and 
Lord? Scripture posits an 
array of responses, each wor-
thy of serious consideration 
and study. 

However, as Palm Sunday 
approaches, let us consider 
the nature and work of Jesus 
Christ as King. Let us take 
note of the following ele-
ments in kind:

1) Declarations of His 
Kingship

To begin, the kingship of 
Christ was declared prior to 
His birth: 

Luke 1:26-33 (NIV)
26 In the sixth month of 

Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God 
sent the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 
27 to a virgin pledged to 
be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of 
David. The virgin’s name 
was Mary. 28 The angel went 
to her and said, “Greetings, 
you who are highly favored! 
The Lord is with you.” 29 
Mary was greatly troubled 
at his words and wondered 
what kind of greeting this 
might be. 30 But the angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary; you have found favor 
with God. 31 You will con-
ceive and give birth to a son, 
and you are to call him Jesus. 
32 He will be great and will 
be called the Son of the Most 
High. The Lord God will 
give him the throne of his 
father David, 33 and he will 
reign over Jacob’s descen-
dants forever; his kingdom 
will never end.”

The kingship of Christ 
was also declared subsequent 
to His birth:

Matthew 2:1-2
1 After Jesus was born in 

Bethlehem in Judea, during 
the time of King Herod, 
Magi from the east came 
to Jerusalem 2 and asked, 
“Where is the one who has 
been born king of the Jews? 
We saw his star when it rose 
and have come to worship 
him.”

2) Demonstrations of His 
Kingship

Moreover, the kingship 
of Christ was demonstrat-
ed in His miraculous works. 
Consider that the life and 
ministry of Jesus was char-
acterized by remarkable 
demonstrations of power 
divine, meant to display His 
authority, dominion and rul-
ership over all things. Note 
the following:

Firstly, Christ demon-
strated power over the forc-
es of nature. Consider that 
Christ fed the multitudes 
through the multiplication of 
food, calmed storms with the 
power of His words, walked 
on water, and beyond. In 
your own time, please review 
His walking upon the water 
(cf. Mark 4:35-41). Clearly, 
He possessed authority over 
the natural forces of the 
earth.

Secondly, Christ demon-
strated power over the spir-
itual realm. Jesus ongoing-
ly exorcised demons and 
broke the power of sinister 
evil forces. Though we live 
in a day and age that denies 
the existence or operation of 
such entities, the Lord ongo-
ingly dealt with and demon-

strated His authority over the 
powers of the devil. Reflect 
on Mark 5:1-13 as one exam-
ple. 

Thirdly, Christ demon-
strated power over sickness 
and human affliction. Jesus 
was known as One who often 
healed the sick (e.g., opening 
mute mouths, giving sight 
to the blind, cleansing the 
leper, and more). There was 
no human ailment beyond 
His power to heal. Are you 
sick and in need? Christ yet 
heals! Take the time to con-
sider Matthew 8:1-3 as but 
one instance.

Fourthly, Jesus demon-
strated His authority over 
the powers of death. Beyond 
His own Resurrection, Christ 
raised the dead on three 
accounts per the Gospel 
record (i.e., the raising of 
Jairus’s daughter, the son of 
the widow of Nain, and of 
Lazarus). I would call you to 
review the raising of the wid-
ow’s son at Nain for a mov-
ing example of His dominion 
(cf. Luke 7:11-17). 

In summary, each mira-
cle displayed His power-the 
power of the one true King 
of kings and Lord of lords. 
Praise His Name.

3) The Presentation of His 
Kingship

This brings us to the 
events of His Triumphal 
Entry and of that first Palm 
Sunday. Do you realize that 
Palm Sunday commemorates 
that moment in the minis-
try of Christ when He pro-
claimed His kingship to the 
nation of Israel and beyond? 

How did Jesus enter 
the ancient capital city of 
Jerusalem nearly two-thou-
sand years ago? He entered 
riding on a donkey. Why? In 
order to fulfill this ancient 
prophecy, penned by the 
prophet Zechariah (9:9): 
“Rejoice greatly, Daughter 
Zion!  Shout ,  Daughter 
Jerusalem! See, your king 
comes to you, righteous 
and victorious, lowly and 
riding on a donkey, on a 
colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
Let us note that the crowds 
rejoiced in kind, as they 
waved palm branches and 
shouted “Hosanna” (i.e., an 
exclamation of praise and a 
cry for salvation)! The peo-
ple welcomed Jesus as the 
long-awaited king, and right-
ly so. Sadly, and for a num-
ber of reasons beyond our 
time, He would ultimately be 
rejected and face crucifixion 
on Good Friday. Thankfully, 
Easter Sunday came, and 
Christ rose from death, pos-
sessing full and everlasting 
authority at God’s right hand-
and He shall return one day 
to complete the work He has 
started and finalize His king-
dom upon the earth, praise 
the Lord.

Ultimately, Palm Sunday 
forces us to contend with 
the question of Christ Jesus’ 
nature and work, and our 
relation to Him. Do we 
understand Him to be the 
King of kings and Lord of 
lords? Do we know Him to 
be our King and our Lord 
(personally)? Is your life 
marked by a sense of loyalty 
and allegiance, or rebellion 
and rejection-which is folly. 
It is truly one or the other, so 
choose wisely! I close with 
this promise from one of the 
King’s foremost servants-the 
apostle Paul:

Philippians 2:9b-11
9 God exalted him [Jesus] 

to the highest place and gave 
him the name that is above 
every name,

10 that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow,  
in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth,

11 and every tongue 
acknowledge that  Jesus 
Christ is Lord,  to the glory 
of God the Father.

Have you taken a knee 
before Christ? Have you con-
fessed Jesus as Lord? If not, 
do so now while the oppor-
tunity remains! Thank you 
for taking the time to read 
this publication. Should you 
have any comments or ques-
tions, feel free to contact me 
at your convenience using the 
information below. 

Also, feel free to check 
us out  online at  www.
NewLifeBarre.org or visit us 
each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
We hope to see you soon.

Pastor James Foley
New Life Assembly 
of God
60 Main St. South Barre
jamesfoley
@newlifebarre.org
978-355-6407

Fifth Sunday in Lent
“Mary anointed Jesus.”

Scripture Reading: 
John 12 v 1-8

I. Introduction

In tough times, it is com-
forting to have someone hold 
our hand, hug us and walk 
with us until we feel better. 

Feeling better means 
someone cared, lifted our 
spirits and gave us hope. 
Upon entering the home of 
Martha, Mary and Lazarus, 
Jesus encountered a hospi-
table and considerate fami-
ly, who provided Him with 
much-needed comfort during 
a challenging period.

II. Jesus, Mary and Judas
This passage describes 

a significant honor given to 
Jesus a week before His final 
day on earth. He was invited 
to a lovely dinner at Lazarus, 
Martha and Mary’s home. It 
was Saturday, the Sabbath, 
six days before His crucifix-
ion on Good Friday. The next 
day would be Palm Sunday. 
This family did not know 
this, of course. 

They were still incredibly 
grateful for the miracle Jesus 
bestowed upon Lazarus, the 
brother of Martha and Mary, 
whom Jesus raised from the 
dead in the previous passage. 
They were filled with joy and 
appreciated His presence, 
engaging in conversation, 
and expressing their admi-
ration for Him. But that was 
not all. 

Mary brought the most 
expensive and genuine per-
fume /oil and anointed His 
feet with it. This perfume 
was owned by only the rich-
est people in that region 
during Jesus’ time and only 
a King in the Old Testament 
would have had the honor to 
be anointed with such expen-
sive perfume. She brought a 
large amount and poured all 
of it over His feet. 

She viewed Him as their 
King and He was worth 
receiving such royal treat-
ment. In an act of humility, 
she used her hair to wipe His 
feet with it. The environment 

created by this family was 
beautiful and sweet and filled 
with gratitude and their home 
was filled with the aroma of 
this perfume.

Jesus was aware that this 
would be His final occasion 
with them in this manner, as 
He knew

that He was being pursued 
by members of the Sanhedrin 
due to the resurrection of 
Lazarus. 

Prior to arriving at their 
residence in Bethany, He 
sought refuge in a remote 
area near the desert, spe-
cifically in the village of 
Ephraim. He remained away 
from public attention because 
the timing was not appropri-
ate for Him to be revealed 
and apprehended by the 
authorities. He still had more 
to do before the end came. 
But here in this loving home, 
He appreciated the warmth 
and support.

The gathering was inter-
rupted by Judas, a disciple of 
Jesus, who questioned why 
the valuable perfume had not 
been sold to benefit the poor. 
It was known that he, who 
was the treasurer, had taken 
money from the cash box and 
had a reputation for dishon-
esty. It was apparent that his 
concern was not for the poor, 
but rather for the economic 
worth of the perfume. 

Jesus intervened prompt-
ly, as the interruption was 
occurring during a signif-
icant act bestowed upon 
Him, the Son of God. Jesus 
indeed cared for the poor 
and demonstrated His care 
in amazing ways, but even 
the poor would be secondary 
to the person of Jesus. This 
holy act which He received 
from Mary was precious and 
needed to be respected. Judas 
needed to learn that money is 
not more important than the 
life of the One who came for 
the salvation of this world. 
The poor would always be 
with them, but they would 
not have Him always. He 
said this to the person who 
would later betray Him.

III. Conclusion
In this passage Judas rep-

resents those who fail to keep 
their focus on what is good, 
right and what is just and 
humble. He represents those 
who are dishonest in their 
behaviors and think they 
can get away with it. Jesus 
stands up against this false 
representation of care for the 
poor and presents Himself as 
the One who came to teach 
and demonstrate the genuine 
values of love and care and 
compassion for those in need, 
the sick and the poor. 

He speaks to all of us, and 
this world to see Him in all 
His goodness and what He 
stood for. He seeks to turn 
our hearts and souls to Him, 
filling us with His genuine 
love, compassion, and care, 
like the oil and perfume 
Mary used to anoint His 
feet. May God help us all to 
spread the love of Christ in 
word and deed, even when it 
is risky, because the love of 
Christ transforms lives, and 
changes situations of pain 
and injustice and cruelty. 

May God have mercy on 
all of us. 

Amen

Pastor Margaret Keyser
Barre Congregational
 Church

Public Notices

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

PUBLIC  AUCTION
Notice is hereby given pursu-

ant  to the provisions of M.L.C. 
225 Sec.39A the following ve-
hicles will be sold on April 26, 
2025 at a sale to satisfy our ga-
rage lien thereon for towing & 
storage charges and expenses of 
sale and notice:  

2003 Toyota Camry 
4T1BE32K43U786369

2007 Toyota Camry 
VIN: 4T1BE46KX7U139092 

2008 Ford Fusion 
VIN: 3FAHP06Z28R121411

2008 Infiniti M35  
VIN: JNKAY01F98M654384

2015 Chevrolet Suburban 
VIN: 1GNSKJKC8FR720724

2006 Honda Pilot 
VIN: 2HKYF18576H518447

2004 Honda CR-V 
VIN: SHSRD78854U234262

2004 Ford Focus 
VIN: 1FAFP34364W103461

2017 BMW 3 Series 
VIN: WBA8B7G53HNT70863

2005 Acura RL
VIN: JH4KB16595C018223

2012 Honda Civic 
VIN: 2HGFG3B57CH502800

2006 Pontiac G6
VIN: 1G2ZF55B864150280      

2008 Ford Fusion 
VIN: 3FAHP06Z28R121411

The Sale will be held at 
EARLY’S 

ON PARK AVENUE 
536 PARK AVE.

WORCESTER, MA  01603  
04/10, 04/17, 04/24/2025

Town of Barre
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Establishment of 
Liquor License

TAKE NOTICE that the Se-
lect Board will conduct a Public 
Hearing on Tuesday, April 22, 
2025 at 6:00 p.m. in the Select-
men’s Meeting Room, Henry 
Woods Building, 40 West Street, 
Barre, MA on a proposed estab-
lishment of an All Alcohol Com-
mon Victualler License for Ro-
wena’s Resort Bar & Restaurant, 
LLC for premises located at 395 
Stetson Road, Barre, MA. Per-
sons wishing to comment may 
do so at that time. The Board will 
also consider written comments 
received prior to the hearing.

For the Select Board:
Tammy Martin

Town Administrator 
04/03, 04/10/2025

Tri-Parish to hold plant, bake, craft sale
HARDWICK – The Tri-

Parish Community Church 
announces they will  be 
holding their 19th Annual 
Plant, Bake Sale, Craft and 
Tag Sale on the Hardwick 
Common Saturday, May 17 
and Sunday, May 18 from 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. each day.  

T h i s  p o p u l a r  E a s t 
Quabbin area event will fea-
ture traditional, favorite and 
connoisseur perennials, plus 
selected annuals, heirloom 

vegetable plants, and herbs 
in time for spring planting. 
There is a wonderful vari-
ety in plants offered through 
several local vendors includ-
ing Stillman’s Farm, Howe’s 
Farm,  Garden  of  New 
Braintree and Inishowen 
Farms of North Brookfield, 
and “home-grown lovelies” 
from private gardens. A deli-
cious assortment of home-
baked desserts and breads 
will also be sold.  The event 

is held rain or shine. 
The church is also seeking 

vendors for their annual Tag 
and Craft sale to coincide 
with the Plant and Bake Sale. 
Spaces on the Hardwick 
Common will be offered for 
$35 each. Applications may 
be obtain

ed by emailing Marguerite 
at mcrevier1.mc@gmail.
com or calling 413-477-
6942.People should reserve a 
space early. All are welcome.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.
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Barre Police Log

Public Safety

Rutland Police Log

Hubbardston Police Log

Oakham Police Log

Hardwick Police Log

Sunday, March 23
12:03 p.m. Animal – ACO 

Call, Spring Hill Road, Message 
Delivered

6:46 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Chest Pain/Heart 
Problem, Wheelwright Road, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

Monday, March 24
10 a.m. Fire – Power Lines 

Down/Arc ing ,  B la i r  Road , 
Referred to Other Agency

4:25 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Williamsville Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

Tuesday, March 25
8:16 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 

Cut Off Road, Referred to Other 
Agency

3:26 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Serv ice – Wel fare Check, 
Worcester Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

9:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
South Street, Written Warning

Wednesday, March 26
8:04 a.m. Animal – Wildlife, 

Hubbardston Road, Message 

Delivered
9:02 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Overdose/Poisoning, 
North Brookfield Road, Referred 
to Other Agency

9:20 a.m. Court Duty, South 
Street, Court Duty

11 :57  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Sick/Unknown, 
Main Street, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

11 :17  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, North Brookfield 
Road, Transported to Hospital

Thursday, March 27
12:46 a.m. Trespasser or 

Prowler, Clem Court, Investigated
1 : 3 6  p . m .  C o m p l a i n t , 

Williamsville Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

4:15 p.m. Illegal Dumping, 
South Street, Officer Spoke to 
Party

5 :08 p .m.  Susp ic ious 
Person – Vehicle Activity, 
North Brookfield, Negative 
Complaint

8:15 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Breathing Difficulty, 
Wauwinet Road, Transported to 
Hospital

Friday, March 28
3 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 

Spring Hill Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

6:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Criminal Complaint

Summons Gjata, Redina, 34, 
South Barre

Charges Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle, Unregistered Motor 
Vehicle

Saturday, March 29
7:44 a.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 

Col l is ion,  Sunr ise Avenue, 
Report Filed

11:03 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, South Street, Vehicle 
Towed

P/C Gibson, Eric Cullen, 25, 
Gardner

C h a r g e s  L i c e n s e 
Suspended, Operating Motor 
Vehicle With

Sunday, March 23
12:30 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, East County Road, Written 
Warning

9:37 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
– Disabled, Main Street, Public 
Assist

10:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation Issued

12:53 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
East County Road, Report Filed

1 :14  p .m.  Harassment , 
Charnock Hill Road, Information 
Taken

3:31 p.m. Fire – Brush and 
Wildland Fires, Beverly Hills 
Drive, Fire Extinguished

4:56 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

6:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

8:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Glenwood Road, Verbal Warning

Summons Hubbard, Trisha 
Anne, 34, Leicester

Charges Dangerous Weapon, 
Carry

Monday, March 24
1:36 a.m. Suspicious Person 

– Vehicle Activity, Barre Paxton 
Road, Officer Spoke to Party

5:46 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Paxton Raod, Written 
Warning

6:31 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Miles 
Road,  Ambulance Sisgned 
Refusal

7:38 a.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, East County Road, 
Negative Contact

2:30 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Old Turnpike 
Road ,  Ambu lance  S igned 
Refusal

6:19 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Worcester Road, No 
Fire Service Necessary

6:23 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Crestview Drive, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

7:15 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Pommogussett Road, Officer/
Chief Advised

8:51 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Pommogussett Road, No Action 
Required

9:34 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Main 
St reet ,  Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

Tuesday, March 25
9:12 a.m. Fire – Power Lines 

Down/Arc ing,  Sassawanna 
Road, Referred to Other Agency

10 :49  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Falls, East 
County Road, Transported to 
Hospital

11:22 a.m. Animal – Lost and/
or Found, Miles Road, Returned 
to Family/Guardian

11 :45  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Stroke (CVA), 
Lincoln Road, Transported to 
Hospital

1:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Fisherman’s Road, Written 
Warning

1:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Arrest(s) Made

Arrest: Rivera, Johnny Jr., 29, 
Jefferson

Charges Window Obstructed/
N o n t r a n s p a r t e n  L i c e n s e 
Suspended, Operating Motor 
vehicel Wtih, Lights Violation, 
Motor Vehicle, Alcohol in Motor 
Vehicle, Posses Open Container 
of, Seat Belt, Fail Wear

3:18 p.m. Prisoner Watch 
or Meal, Main Street, Prisoner 
Bailed

Arrest Rivera, Johnny Jr., 29, 
Jefferson

Charges Window Obstructed/
N o n t r a n s p a r e t ,  L i c e n s e 
Suspended, Opertaing Motor 
Vehcile Wtih, Lights Violation, 
Motor Vehicle, Alcohol in Motor 
Vehicle, Posses Open Container 
of Seat Belt, fail wear

5:12 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Main Street, 
Investigated

5:19 p.m. Fire – Fumes/
Odor/Gas Leak, Soucy Drive, 
Investigated

10 :29  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Sick/Unknown, 
Stevens Way, Transported to 
Hospital

Wednesday, March 26
9:31 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 

Wachusett Street, Officer/Chief 
Advised

9:57 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Turkey Hill Road, Information 
Taken

10:44 a.m. Threats, Juniper 
Lane, Officer Spoike to Party

1 : 1 7  p . m .  F o l l o w - U p 
Investigation, Main Street, Report 
Filed

Summons Ramos, Oliver 
Alberto, 35, Worcester

Charges  B reak ing  and 
Entering Dwelling Daytime for 
Felony

2:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

3:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Citation Issued

4:51 p.m. Assist Other Police 
Department, Paxton, Mutual Aid 
Assist

5:40 p.m. Illegal Dumping, 
Main  St reet ,  Off icer /Ch ie f 
Advised

5:42 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Unattended Death, 
Cedar Avenue, Report Filed

Thursday, March 27
8:45 a.m. Court Duty, East 

Brookfield District Court, Court 
Duty

9:26 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Wachusett Street, Vehicle Towed

10 :36  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Hapgood Raod, 
Trnasporte dto Hospital

12 :25  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Abdominal/

Back Pain,  L inco ln  Road, 
Trnasported to Hospital

12:56 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Maple Avenue, Written 
Warning

1:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

2 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Chest Pain/Heart 
Problem, New Braintree Road,, 
Transported to Hospital

2:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East County Road, Written 
Warning

4:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

4:51 p.m. Harassment, Maple 
Avenue, Report Filed

6:14 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Fernwood Drive, Returned to 
Family/Guardian

6:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
East County Road, Citation 
Issued

11:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  Barre Paxton Road, 
Vehicle Towed

Friday, March 28
3:22 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Breahting Difficulty, 
Brooke Haven Drive, Transported 
to Hospital

6:37 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Kyle Hunter 
Circle, Transported to Hospital

6:48 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Maple Avenue, 
Transported to Hospital

7:45 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

10:13 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Maple Avenue, Vehicle 
Towed

Summons  Co te ,  Ph i l i p 
Nelson, 64, Gardner

Charges Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle, Registration Suspended, 
Operating Motor Vehicle With, 
Unregistered Motor Vehicle

10:54 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation Issued

11:54 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Maple Avenue, Written 
Warning

12 :16  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Unconscious/
Unresponse/Syncope, Maple 
Avenue, Transported to Hospital

12:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Barre Paxton Road, Written 
Warning

12:32 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Barre Paxton Road, Written 
Warning

12:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  Barre Paxton Road, 
Vehicle Towed

Summons Rogan, Michael 
Jerome, 47, South Barre

Charges License Suspended, 
Operating Motor Vehicle With, 
Inspection/Sticker, No

4:19 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Spencer Road, Transported to 
Hospital

Sunday, March 23
12:26 p.m. Noise Complaint, 

Hapgood Road, Investigated

Monday, March 24
2:30 p.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Falls, Old Turnpike 
Road, Ambulance Signed Refusal

2:57 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Old Turnpike Road, Writ ten 
Warning

6:19 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Worcester Road, No 
Fire Service Necessary

9:50 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Old Turnpike Road, Writ ten 
Warning

10:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Worcester Road, Written 
Warning

10:41 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Worcester Road, Written 
Warning

Tuesday, March 25
8:25 a.m. Safety Concern, 

North Brookf ie ld Road, No 
Transport Required

10:47 a..m. Court Duty, East 
Brookfield District Court, Court 
Duty

11:39 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
North Brookfield Road, Written 
Warning

11 : 4 5  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Stroke (CVA), 
Lincoln Road, Transported to 
Hospital

Wednesday, March 26
11:27 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

North Brookfield Road, Written 
Warning

5:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
North Brookfield Road, Citation 
Issued

Thursday, March 27
10:05 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 

Bullard Road, Negative Contact
1 0 : 3 6  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 

Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Hapgood Road, 
Transported to Hospital

1 2 : 2 5  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Abdominal/

Back  Pa in ,  L inco ln  Road, 
Transported to Hospital

2 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Chest Pain/Heart 
Problem, New Braintree Road, 
Transported to Hospital

4:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Robinson Road, Written Warning

5:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Robinson Road, Written Warning

6:52 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Old Turnpike Road, Writ ten 
Warning

Friday, March 28
6:59 a.m. Property Damage, 

Worcester Road, Information 
Taken

9 a.m. Property Damage, 
Worcester Road, Information 
Taken

7:44 a.m. Be On the Look 
Out Notifications, Oakham Police 
Department, Message Delivered

4:19 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Spencer 
Road, Transported to Hospital

Sunday, March 23
8:55 a.m. Property Damage, 

Geordie Lane, Report Filed
12 :25  p .m .  Susp i c ious 

Person/Vehicle Activity, Barre 
Road, Officer Spoke to Party

12:47 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Gardner Road, Negative Contact

3:09 p.m. Animal – Lost and/
or Found, Hale Road, Referred to 
Other Agency

7:39 p.m. ACO Lost and 
Found/Wildlife, Kruse Road, 
Information Taken

8:33 p.m. Unwanted Party, 
Morgan Road, Negative Contact

9:17 p.m. Animal – Lost and/
or Found, Williamsville Road, 
Investigated

10:13 p.m. Animal – Lost and/
or Found, Williamsville Road, 
Returned to Family/Guardian

Monday, March 24 
12 :15  a .m.  Emergency 

Medical Service – Breathing 
Difficulty, Old Princeton Cutoff 
Road ,  Ambu lance  S igned 
Refusal

10:08 a.m. Fire – Power Lines 
Down/Arcing, Williamsville Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

10:56 a.m. Disturbance/
Disorderly, Williamsville Road, 
Transported to Hospital

6:37 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Old 
Princeton Road, Transported to 
Hospital

6:49 p.m. Fire – Power Lines 
Down/Arcing, Williamsville Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

11 :03  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Sick/Unknown, 
Lombard Road, Transported to 
Hospital

Tuesday, March 25
8:29 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Abdominal-Back Pain, 
Streeter Road, Transported to 
Hospital

11:20 a.m. Fire – Brush and 
Wildland Fires, Morgan Road, No 
Action Required

4:27 p.m. Fire – Power Lines 
Down/Arcing, Williamsville Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

4:48 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Dogwood North 
Road, Negative Contact

4:58 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Main Street, 
Report Filed

5:23 p.m. Keep the Peace, 
Thompson Road, Report Filed

Wednesday, March 26
3:03 p.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Breathing Difficulty, Old 

Princeton Cutoff Road, Public 
Assist

5:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Gardner Road, Citation Issued

7:20 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Gardner Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

Thursday, March 27
11:39 a.m. Complaint, Bemis 

Road, Message Delivered
11:57 a.m. Fraud/Forgery, 

G a r d n e r  R o a d ,  M e s s a g e 
Delivered

12 :42  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Bleeding (Non-
Traumatic), Old Princeton Cutoff 
Road, No Transport Required

1:24 p.m. Unwanted Party, 
Healdsville Road, Officer Took 
Call

1:55 p.m. Vandalism, Morgan 
Road, Report Filed

2:18 p.m. Unwanted Party, 
Bemis Road, Officer Spoke to 
Party

4:56 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Gardner Road, Written Warning

5:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Gardner Road, Written Warning

9:47 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Diabetic, Gardner 
Road, Transported to Hospital

During the week of March 
31-April 7, the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 67 building/prop-
erty checks, 52 directed/area 
patrols, seven radar assign-
ments, three traffic controls, 
eight emergency 911 calls, three 
citizen assists, two assist other 
agencies, three complaints, 
one missing person, one safe-
ty hazard, one investigation, 
three motor vehicle investiga-
tions, seven animal calls and six 
motor vehicle stops in the town of 
Hardwick.

Monday, March 31
8:22 a .m.  Ass is t  Other 

Agency, Lower Road, Officer 
Handled

12:09 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Pol ice Department,  Off icer 
Handled

1:17 p.m. Assist Citizen, Main 
Street, Spoken To

2:22 p.m. Invest igat ion, 
Pe te r sham Road ,  O f f i ce r 
Handled

2:38 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Hardw ick  Road ,  Serv i ces 
Rendered

Tuesday, April 1
3:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Citation Issued
4:37 p .m.  Ass is t  Other 

Agency, Main Street, Officer 
Handled

Wednesday, April 2
8:23 a.m. Missing Person, 

Jackson Road, Investigated
4:51 p.m. Suspicious Activity, 

Broad Street, Investigated
6:49 p.m. Complaint/Motor 

Vehicle Operations, Gilbertville, 
Unfounded

Thursday, April 3
9:05  a .m.  911 Med ica l 

Emergency, Hardwick Road, 
Transported to Hospital

11:33 a.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency,  Church Lane, 
Transported to Hospital

2:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Investigation, High Street, Officer 
Handled

7:16 p.m. Complaint, Old 
Greenwich Plains Road, Services 
Rendered

Friday, April 4
6 : 5 6  a . m .  M e d i c a l 

Emergency,  Church Lane, 
Transported to Hospital

7 :05  a .m.  911 Med ica l 
Emergency, Church Lane, Merge

10:12 a.m. 911 Hang-up/
Abandoned, Hardwick Road, 
Spoken To

4:56 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Investigation, Bridge Street, 
Officer Handled

11:27 p.m. Complaint, Upper 
Church Street, Officer Handled

Saturday, April 5
12:22 a.m. 911 Motor Vehicle 

Accident, Greenwich Road, 
Transferred Call to C7

Sunday, April 6
1:57 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Taylor Street, Officer Handled
4 : 1 0  a . m .  M e d i c a l 

Emergency,  Ma in  S t ree t , 
Transported to Hospital

10:20 a.m. 911 Disabled 
Motor Vehicle, Brook Road, 
Services Rendered

5:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Investigation, Out of Town, 
Officer Handled

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

During the week of March 
31-April 7, the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 15 building/prop-
erty checks, 20 directed/area 
patrols, four radar assignments, 
seven traffic controls, six emer-
gency 911 calls, one citizen 
assist, one assist other agency, 
two illegal dumpings, one iden-
tity theft, two vandalisms, one 
safety hazard, two complaints, 
one investigation, one animal call 
and six motor vehicle stops in the 
town of New Braintree.

Monday, March 31
7:49 p.m. Welfare Check, 

Skivira Lane, Services Rendered
9:04 p.m. Illegal Dumping, 

Mara Road, Services Rendered
9:58 p.m. 911 Assist Other 

Agency, Igoe Road, Services 

Rendered

Tuesday, April 1
1:25 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Ravine Road, Officer Handled
9:33 a.m. Identity Theft, Old 

Wine Road, Report Taken
4:25 p.m. Investigation, Out of 

Town, Officer Handled
5:04 p.m. Illegal Dumping, 

Mara Road, Report Taken

Wednesday, April 2
1 2 : 5 9  a . m .  M e d i c a l 

Emergency, Hardwick Road, 
Services Rendered

6:43 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Hardwick Road, Written Warning

Thursday, April 3
8:51  p .m.  911 Med ica l 

Emergency, McEvoy Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Friday, April 4
12:30 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Memorial Drive Spoken To
6:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Mara Road, Arrest(s) Made
7:39 p.m. 911 Welfare Check, 

West Road, Transferred call to 
C3

Saturday, April 5
12:09 p.m. 911 Complaint/

Motor  Vehic le  Operat ions, 
Hardwick Road, Spoken To

12 :46  p .m.  Vanda l i sm, 
Oakham Road, Investigated

Sunday, April 6
3:28 p.m. 911 Vandalism, 

Utley Road, Services Rendered
8:59 p.m. Complaint/Motor 

Vehicle Operations, Pierce Road, 
Unfounded

TOWN OF WARREN
Job Opening 

HIGHWAY HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
Do you enjoy working outdoors? 

Would you like to be part of a thriving, friendly and dedicated team?
The Town of Warren Highway Department is seeking a qualified candidate for the full-time 
position of Driver/Laborer/Machine Operator. The Town of Warren is committed to equal 
opportunity, encourages diversity and inclusion, and believes that a positive culture of inclusion 
in Town governance contributes to the Town’s overall qualities as a great place to live and work. 
We welcome all to apply.

Salary: Starting at $23.28 per hour with the potential of going to $24.78 per hour on July 1st.

Hours: M-Thurs., 6:00am – 4:00pm, - April 1 – Nov. 30
M-F 6:00am – 2:00pm, - Dec. 1 – March 31

Overtime is required for: emergency calls and including during snow and ice storms.
Required Licensing/Certification: Possession of a valid 2B Hoisting License and MA Class B CDL.

Applicants: To be considered for this vacancy, please submit a cover letter and resume by 
no later than 4:00 pm on Thursday April 10th, 2025. Resumes will be accepted via email to 
Jeremy Olson at olson@warren-ma.gov, or dropped off to: Town of Warren Highway Department 
87 Brimfield Rd, Warren, MA 01083 or mailed to: Warren Highway Department P.O. Box 628, 
Warren, MA 01083. 

For a complete job description please visit the Town’s website www.warren-ma.gov.

New Braintree Police Log
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood
 for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins, hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS.

Residential electrical service, mini splits, 
EV chargers, smoke detection. Fully in-
sured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 413-210-
9140.

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years experi-
ence. No job too small. Cell (413) 330-
3682.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall re-
pairs and chimney repairs. Fully licensed/
insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 413-566-
5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior – Finish carpentry, 
framing, window & door replacement, dry-
wall, painting and decks.

Competitive pricing. Insured.
Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups, 
mulching, pruning. Serving parts of Hamp-
den and Hampshire counties. 

Call 413-536-3697.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

T & S LANDSCAPING 
Highest quality, lowest price. Serving the 
Pioneer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, 
Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups.

(413) 330-3917

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY
PAUL DOWD MASONRY
Design, build, restore, repair.

All types of stone, brick, concrete, 
masonry. Free esimate. 
Call 978-257-8237. 

Pauldowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing in 
residential roofs & repairs, chimney repairs. 
Hampden, MA - 413-566-5596/413-
433-5073. Lic. #105950CSL. Fully in-
sured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned, 

Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

The Town of Huntington is seeking 
a full-time Chief of Police.  $75,000 
- $90,000 yearly salary based on quali-
fications.  Application and complete job 
description are available online at www.
huntingtonma.us or by emailing ad-
min@huntingtonma.us. Deadline to 
apply is 4/28/2025.  Town of Huntington is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
Library Director

The Town of Wilbraham is looking for a 
Library Director to join our team. 

For application and more info. visit 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov.  

Application deadline 4/25/2025

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

HILLSIDE VILLAGE
APARTMENTS

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS

•Heat and hot water included
•Ample Closets
•Fully Applianced
•Community Room
•Laundry Facilities
•Cats Welcome
•Extra Storage
•24 Hour Maintenance

For Information call
(413)967-7755 EHO

17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20252025

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT 2 PM
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

EASTER TOY SALE!!! 
PRESEASON GRILL SALE!!!!
PRE SEASON BIKE SALE!!!

BEAT THE PRICE INCREASES!!!
DON’T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!

BUY MORE, SAVE MORE WITH APPLIANCE REBATES!!!
SEE AD INSIDE!!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Greige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

ASPHALT PLANT OPENING LATE APRIL

Century 21 North East
160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

 2 bedroom home on Rt 32A. 
One car detached garage with 

work area, separate 2 car garage- 
in ground-pool. Beautiful views 

from the enclosed porch that 
wraps around the front and side 

of home overlooking the pool 
area during fall foliage time.

Hardwick - Cape - $299,999

EXIT Real Estate Executives

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

michelleterryteam.com
130 W. Main Street

Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

WARREN - $1,145,000
Don’t miss this unique chance to own a thriving auto repair 
shop along with a stylish, modern home! The fully operational 
mechanic shop includes the building, all equipment, and 
inventory, featuring seven service bays and a prime high-traffic 
location for maximum visibility. With over 12 years of proven 
success, this business is ready for new ownership and offers 
significant growth potential. Adjacent to the shop is a stunning 
3-bedroom, 2-bath 1412 sqft single-family home is perfect for an owner-occupant or as a rental 
investment. The open-concept design creates a bright and spacious living area, complemented 
by contemporary finishes and modern updates throughout. The primary suite offers a private 
retreat with a beautifully renovated ensuite bath, while the additional bedrooms provide ample 
space for family or guests. The shop can also be purchased separately for $799,900.

Summer Getaways!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

May 23 .........7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...... from $1699
June 10-12 ....Hampton Beach Getaway .............. $529
June 28 .........Boston Harbor Lunch Cruise .......... $175
July 12 ..........Escape to Rockport .......................... $110
July 26 ........ Perkins Cove for a Day ..................$110

❖ Every Wednesday
SIP & KNIT 
12pm-2pm
Free

❖ Every Friday
TOO GOOD TO TOSS
8am-9am
Free baked goodies 
from the week 
while supplies last!
Limits may apply.

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

WARE•WEST BROOKFIELD
175 West St., Ware

413-967-5121 • 967-3184
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

116 Federal St.
(Rt. 9) Belchertown

413-323-7661 • 323-9296

117 West Main St.,
W. Brookfield • 508-867-9947
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

NOW HIRING
DRIVER/STOCK
APPLY WITHIN

BUYLINE 
CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette 
& Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨

Brookhaven Assisted Care
19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Erin, Laura and Nancy 

Over 56 years of service.
24 hour care, Medical Management, Assistance 
with activities of daily living, Activity Program, 
well trained, compassionate and caring staff.

Services Available In-House:
Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services,

Pharmacy services, Podiatry services
VNA services:

Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy,
Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber

Manager: Erin Glazier
508-867-3325 ~ erin.brookhaven@gmail.com

FOUNTAIN
Construction Company

And Sons
INCORPORATED

177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083
413-436-5705 • www.fountainandsons.com

• Excavation Complete Site Work • Demo • New Home Construction
• Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand

• Trucking • Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work
• Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements

YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US!

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

HANNA’S ON MAIN
Restaurant • Bar • Catering

91 Main Street Ware, MA 01082
OPEN WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY 

Lunch and Dinner
SUNDAY 

Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner

413-277-0009

Live
Entertainment

Every
Friday Night

Join Us On Easter Sunday
EASTER BREAKFAST BRUNCH

8am-12pm
EASTER DINNER
12:30pm-5:00pm

Menus Available 
on our Website

Reservations 
Highly Recommened

hannasonmain.com
413-277-0009

Easter Bunny Will be Here
8am-12pm

Questions needed for Hardwick candidate’s forum
to be held on April 15

HARDWICK – Citizens 
of Hardwick and the Ware 
River  News wil l  pres-
ent a candidate’s forum 
on Tuesday, April 15 from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. in the historic 
Town House on the common. 

All voters and all candi-

dates are invited.
This  i s  an  indepen-

dent event where the vot-
ers and citizens can meet 
candidates for the contest-
ed races for: Select Board, 
Planning Board and Paige 
Memorial Library Trustee 

(one year; and the uncon-
tested races for: Assessor, 
Constable, K-12 Quabbin 
Regional School Committee 
(three years), K-12 Quabbin 
Regional School Committee 
(two years), Board of Health, 
Paige Memorial Library 

Trustee (three years) and 
Paige Agricultural Fund 
Trustee

Each candidate for a con-
tested race will be given a 
two minute allotment to 
introduce themselves and 
inform the citizens why they 

are the best candidate to be 
elected to the position they 
are running for.

A question and answer 
period will then follow.

Candidates for uncon-
tested races will be given 
two minutes to give a brief 

outline of what their office 
does.

If time allows at the 
end, general questions will 
be fielded from the floor. 
Questions can be emailed 
ahead of time to: pouim-
ette@turley.com.


