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BARRE – Moraga Energy 
Storage hosted an open 
house in Allen Hall at the 
Woods Memorial Library 
about a proposed facility in 
Oakham.

Moraga Energy Storage is 
a proposed 180 MW battery 
energy storage facility locat-
ed at 358 Coldbrook Road 
in Oakham, MA, the site of 

a former auto salvage yard. 
Allen Hall was filled with 
many concerned residents 
of Oakham who wanted to 
address their comments and 
concerns regarding the proj-
ect and how they feel its not 
a needed project. 

Several Oakham Town 
Officials were present along-
side the residents have heard 
the concerns and questions 
by the residents. Oakham 
Fire Chief Tim Howe attend-
ed the open house with mem-

bers of Project Developer, 
Rhynland Energy present-
ing the project that could be 
installed at 358 Coldbrook 
Road in Oakham. Rhynland 
Energy is a sustainable ener-
gy infrastructure develop-
ment firm that is dedicated 
to pioneering battery ener-
gy storage projects in New 
England.

Howe is aware of the con-
cerns and frustrations the res-
idents have about this project 
as many claimed to have not 

been notified about the proj-
ect taking place. 

“Not all of the Town resi-
dents we’re notified by this,” 
Howe said. 

The open house was part 
of the stakeholder engage-
ment process of the project 
as many project developers 
attended the open house on 
March 27 to inform the com-

Barre Library hosts energy
storage open house meeting
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The Woods Memorial Library hosted an open house for a potential energy storage project in Oakham. 

Looking at
Hubbardston over time

By Eric Goodhart
Correspondent

“Now and Then” was the 
theme of the film produced 
by Hubbardston Historical 
Society President Gary 
Kangas. 

The event was held on 
Thursday, March 20 at the 
Williamsville Chapel, locat-
ed at 4 Burnshirt Road.

Communities through-
out historic New England 
take pride in restoring and 
keeping alive their heritage. 
Hubbardston is one such 
community, and members 
of the Historical Society 
are committed to preserv-
ing this tradition. www.
HubbardstonHistory.org 

Approximately 42 long-
time residents attended the 
screening that night. I could 
hear murmurs of excit-
ed recognition of historic 
homes, many of which were 
over 150 years old, as well 

as places and past residents 
on film who shared stories 
about Hubbardston and its 
people during their time. 

When the large town of 
Rutland, named after the 
English Duke of Rutland, 
was established in 1713, this 
was an active Indian terri-
tory. King George III still 
ruled from across the ocean. 

Hubbardston is named after 
Thomas Hubbard, a promi-
nent shopkeeper. Originally 
part of Rutland, it was incor-
porated in 1767.

The first European set-
t lers from Finland and 
Sweden are recorded as 
arriving in what now is 
Hubbardston as early as 
1737. They primarily worked 
as laborers on established 
farms and then went on to 
pursue other endeavors after 
establishing themselves. It 
is a natural human charac-
teristic that when someone 
comes to a new country after 
leaving an inhospitable one 
with limited freedom of 
choice, they are often more 
ambitious and motivated to 
become self-sustaining and 
entrepreneurial than those 
who have lived a life of rel-
ative comfort since birth. 
One such person would have 
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By Paula Ouimette
Editor
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NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– Sewer Superintendent Eric 
Cardenas appeared before 
the Board of Selectmen to 
seek support to apply for 
a federal grant in order to 
complete necessary work 
at the wastewater treatment 
plant.

At the March 25 meet-
ing, Cardenas explained that 
the original scope of work 
for the wastewater treat-
ment plant upgrade includ-
ed the replacement of the 
mechanisms in two second-
ary clarifiers, but this was 
not included due to lack of 
funds.

He said the replacement 
is estimated at $1.7 million. 

“It’s basically just a large 
tank that allows the veloc-
ity of the water to slow 
down and allows the solids 
to settle to the bottom and 
the clear liquid to go over 
the top and down to the next 
process,” he said.

Cardenas said the clari-
fiers’ mechanisms are in 
poor condition, and about 
35 years old. He said one is 
leaking oil.

“They don’t have very 
much life left to them,” 
Cardenas said of the clari-
fiers. “They’re an essential 
piece of the process…with-
out them you pretty much 

don’t have treatment.”
C a r d e n a s  s a i d  h e 

is looking to apply for 
Congressionally Directed 
Spending through the Rural 
Development Community 
Facilities Program to pay 
for the upgrade. He asked 
for the board’s approval to 
move forward with the grant 
application and to have 
them draft a letter of sup-
port. 

Cardenas said there is 
a 25% local match for the 
grant, if approved. He said 
they would need to dip into 
the department’s retained 
earnings to cover the cost of 
the match. 

The deadline for the 
grant was March 31. The 
board voted to approve and 
sign the letter of support to 
send to Senator Elizabeth 
Warren’s office.

New Highway
 Department hire

Highway Superintendent 
Randy Morgan recommend-
ed the board approve the 
hiring of Eric Josephson as 
a heavy equipment operator 
with an April 1 start date.

“He has all the qualifi-
cations that we’re looking 
for,” Morgan said.

Spending requests
The Board of Selectmen 

approved a request  to 

Funding sought for 
plant clarifiers

Author chronicles 
life of 
Belchertown State 
School patient

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK – The Paige 
Memorial Library welcomed 
author Ed Orzechowski to 
discuss his book, “Becoming 
Darlene – The Story of 
Belchertown Patient #4952”. 

Orzechowski is a retired 
high school English teacher 
who lives in Northampton. 
His writing journey began 
when he was freelancing 
for several magazines out of 
Springfield. He would then 
work as a part-time radio 
news writer for WARE. 

Orzechowski’s book is 
a follow up of his previous 
book “You’ll Like it Here, 
the Story of Donald Vitkus 
— Belchertown Patient 
#3394”. 

Darlene Rameau was 
7 years old when she was 
admitted to Belchertown 
State School back in 1963. 
Orzechowski wanted this 

presentation to be more of a 
conversation than a talk as he 
took questions and comments 
during his presentation of the 
book about Darlene. 

Several guests had ties 
to the Belchertown State 
School and agreed with 
Orzechowski’s description 
of it as an institution that 
was underfunded and under-
staffed and de-humanizing 
for many of the patients who 
resided there. 

Orzechowski began the 
discussion by reminding 
everyone of the 2004 book 
“Crimes Against Humanity: 
A Historical Perspective” 
by Benjamin Ricci. The 
story followed a lawsuit that 
involved a case that lasted 
nearly 20 years and would 
help order improvements in 
mental health institutions. 

Orzechowski read a pas-
sage from his book about 
Darlene and the statement 
that stands out in the pas-

‘Becoming Darlene’

Work to begin on 
new section of 
Lower Quaboag 
Blue Trail

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

PALMER – The Chicopee 
4Rivers Watershed Council 
held its spring kickoff meet-
ing this past Sunday, sharing 

details about water quality 
sampling, river restoration 
and cleanups, plans for a new 
section of Blue Trail and vol-
unteer opportunities. 

Coordinator of C4R Keith 
Davies welcomed people to 
the Palmer Historical Cultural 
Center in Three Rivers on 
March 30 and shared the his-
tory of the watershed council, 
which started in 2014. 

Davies said at that time, 
the existing Chicopee River 
Watershed Council was most-
ly defunct, and he saw an 
opportunity to revive it and 
also connect it with rivers 
upstream. By combining the 

Swift, Ware, Quaboag and 
Chicopee rivers, the Chicopee 
4Rivers Watershed Council 
was formed. 

The  Ch icopee  R ive r 
Watershed is the largest in the 
commonwealth and the larg-
est in the Connecticut River 
basin.

“In 2014 we did a lot of 
outreach,” Davies said. “We 
started initially with water 
quality monitoring.”

Davies explained the pur-
pose of water quality sam-
pling, which tests area water-
ways for bacteria to deter-
mine if the water is safe for 
swimming and other recre-

ation.
“Sampling for bacteria 

became a basic, simple way 
of giving people an idea of 
how healthy the river is,” he 
said. 

This year, C4R will con-
tinue its water sampling 
program at an expanded 
level, testing almost 25 sites 
seven times from late spring 
through late summer. These 
efforts are made possible by a 
group of volunteers who visit 
the sites on a regular basis to 
collect water samples.

Grant funding will help 
C4R sample more sites along 
the Quaboag River. Donations 

also help to support the proj-
ect.

Water quality is listed for 
“primary” or “secondary” 
use, with primary being safe 
for swimming and secondary 
for boating or fishing. 

Davies said both Quaboag 
Pond in Brookfield and East 
Brookfield and Forest Lake 
in Palmer, have some of the 
lowest bacteria counts in the 
watershed, with numbers usu-
ally staying the in the single 
digits. 

D a v i e s  s a i d  t h e 
C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r 
Conservancy uses the data 
collected by the volunteers 

for its “Is it Clean?” database 
found on its website, ctriv-
er.org. Results are posted on 
Fridays after Thursday sam-
plings.

Volunteers also monitor 
the water temperature when 
they are collecting water sam-
ples, but Davies said it will 
take years to track any dif-
ferences caused by climate 
change. 

C4R also works to estab-
lish and maintain the Blue 
Trail, which has sections 
along all of the rivers in the 
watershed.

C4R prepares for 2025 waterway season
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Ed Orzechowski  i s 
s h o w n  r e a d i n g  a 
p a s s a g e  f r o m  h i s 
b o o k  “ B e c o m i n g 
Darlene - The Story of 
Belchertown Patient 
#4952” at the Paige 
Memorial Library

See HUBBARDSTON,
 page 6

See C4R, page 7

See ORZECHOWSKI  
page 6

See N BROOKFIELD  
page 6

See OPEN HOUSE 
page 6
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Barre Dining Center
BARRE — Elder Services of Worcester 

Area Nutrition Program welcomes guests 
to dine at the Barre Senior Center, 557 
South Barre Road. The following meals 
will be served for the week of April 7. 
Lunches are back at the senior center, 
but require a pre-sign up. Volunteers are 
needed at the Barre dining site. Volunteers 
are needed for Meals on Wheels (mileage 
reimbursement) and in the kitchen. People 
should contact 978-355-5027.    

MONDAY – Burgundy pork, rice pilaf, 
peas and onion, pineapple, pumpernickel 
bread

TUESDAY –  High sodium meal hot 
dog, baked beans, coleslaw, baked apples, 
hot dog bun, mustard

WEDNESDAY – Braised beef, Gemelli 
pasta, roasted broccoli, lemon pudding, 
diet = vanilla pudding, Italian bread

THURSDAY – Ranch chicken, herbed 
potatoes, spinach, fresh fruit, pumpernick-
el bread

FRIDAY – Macaroni and cheese, 
stewed tomatoes, mixed vegetables, Lorna 
Doones, whole wheat bread 

*Higher sodium entree Meal includes 
milk and margarine. Menus are subject 
to change. All meals are served at about 
11:45 a.m. each weekday. Reservations 
should be made the day before by call-
ing 978-355-5027 before 10:30 a.m. The 
donation of $3.00 per meal helps keep the 
program running.  

Historical Society hosts repair fair
On Saturday, April 26, the Barre 

Historical Society invites everyone to their 
first ever Repair Fair on the grounds of the 
Barre Historical Society and Museum, 18-20 
Common St., from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. in honor 
of Earth Day. This is a free community event 
focused on repairing things where a person 
with expertise in fixing various household 
items, like electronics, clothing, furniture, 
houseplants, knife sharpening, etc. or other 
items, volunteers their time to help people 
repair broken belongings instead of throw-
ing them away. They essentially teach and 
offer repair skills. This reduces waste while 
fostering a sense of community.

Senior center information fair
On Wednesday, April 23 at 10 a.m. at the 

Barre/Hardwick Senior Center, 557 South 
Barre Road, will hold a free information 
fair. Attendees will explore a wide-range 
of local resources and discover the wealth 
of information, services and opportunities.
They will learn about local businesses, com-
munity organizations, educational programs 
and connect with experts in the field. This 
is a great chance to find what they need and 
meet their neighbors.There will be raffle 
prizes and this event is free and open to the 
public. No registration is required.

Designer pancakes
Cradle Rock Chapter Order of Eastern 

Star will hold a designer pancake breakfast 
on Saturday, April 5 from 7:30-10:30 a.m. at 
Mt. Zion Lodge Hall, 71 Pleasant St., Barre. 
People may design their specialty pancake. 
The menu includes pancakes, sausage gravy 
with biscuits, bacon, sausage, juice and cof-
fee. Cost is $9 per adult and $5 for children 
6 and under. All are welcome.

Historical Society program
Two weeks from today, on Sunday, April 

6 at 3 p.m. at the Barre Town Hall, the 
Barre Historical Society hopes people will 
join them for a fantastic presentation from 
research historians, Christie Higginbottom 
and Bruce Craven on their book entitled 
“Finding William Lewis.” The authors plan 
to focus on aspects of William’s records that 
offer interesting details of this 19th Century 
Barre farmer, amongst his many jobs. Topics 
such as Abby’s work for the mattress factory 
and for hat manufacturers, William’s hired 
farm hands, the local greenhouse customers 
and their favorite plants and more. This is a 
free program and an incredible story about 
local history. 

Lincoln program 
The Barre Congregational Church 

Women’s Fellowship hosts a program on 
Abraham Lincoln with former State Senator 
Stephen Brewer on Monday, April 14 at 7 
p.m. at the church, 30 Park St. Brewer will 
bring Lincoln to life through stories and his-
torical antidotes. People are invited to come 
early at 6:30 p.m. for light refreshments and 
conversation. Note: The date was changed to 
April 14 and will not be held on April 7 as 
stated last week’s Round Town. 

Sen. Durant and Rep. Berthiaume 
office hours

Staff from state Sen. Peter Durant’s office 
and state Rep. Donald Berthiaume office 
will be available to meet with constituents to 
assist with issue involving state agencies or 
to hear legislative ideas and concerns. 

As always, staff would be happy to set up 
meetings at another time with any constit-
uent who needs assistance. Kim Mongeau 
(Ring), Communications Director office 
of Sen. Peter J. Durant Worcester and 
Hampshire District at 413-896-0794. Donna 
M. Farmer, Chief of Staff Rep. Donald 
Berthiaume fifth Worcester District at 774-
402-4742. Office hours will be held at the 
Barre Senior Center, 557 South Barre Road, 
on Monday, April 14 at 11 a.m.

Hubbardston Lions Scholarships
The Hubbardston Lions Club Scholarship 

Committee is now accepting applications 
for 2025 annual scholarships. Hubbardston 
seniors graduating from Quabbin Regional 
or Monty Tech Regional Schools and going 
onto higher education are eligible for two 
$1,500 scholarships. They may pick up appli-
cations in the Guidance offices at the schools. 
Applications must be completed and signed 
and sent to Lions Scholarship Committee by 
May 5 for review and selection of winners.

Scrap metal fundraiser
Hubbardston Boy Scout Troop 22 will hold 

a scrap metal fundraiser on Saturday, April 19 
from 8 a.m.-noon. Drop off will be at Curtis 
Recreation Field, Route 68. In addition to 
scrap metal, car and truck batteries will be 
accepted for a fee of $10 each. Scrap metal 
is $1 per item or $10 per truck load. No tires, 
liquids, gases, plastics, monitors and lithium 
batteries will be accepted. 

Nomination papers
Nomination papers for the upcoming 

Annual Town Election  on Tuesday, June 10 
will be available beginning Tuesday, March 
18.The last day to obtain nomination papers 
from the Town Clerk’s office is Tuesday, 
April 22. Nomination papers may be picked 
up at the Town Clerk’s office during regular 
business hours Mondays from 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 
and Tuesday through Thursday from 8 a.m.-4 
p.m. Town Offices have moved to 48 Gardner 
Road. A minimum of 23 signatures of reg-
istered voters in Hubbardston are required. 
Papers must be returned on Tuesday, April 22 
at 5 p.m. People may call the Town Clerk’s 
office directly via phone at 978-928-1400, 
extension 202 or by emailing townclerk@hub-
bardstonma.gov.

Senior Center
The Hubbardston Senior Center, 7A Main 

St., events include: Bingo from 12:30-3 p.m. 
on Mondays; Knitting Group at 10 a.m. 
every Tuesday at 10 a.m. and WiiBowling 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. every Monday and 
Wednesday beginning at 8:30 a.m. Eggs 
may be picked up on Thursdays at 8:30 a.m. 
in the Senior Center. Cribbage is played on 
Thursdays from 1:30-3 p.m. Pitch is played 
the first and third Friday of the month at 
6:30 p.m. Art group meets every Friday at 
9 a.m.

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Historical Society to host
program on gardening

PETERSHAM – The 
Petersham Historical Society 
will offer a special program, 
“Farming and Gardening in 
Petersham: Past, Present and 
Future” on Saturday, April 
12 at 4 p.m. at the Petersham 
Country Store. 

The program is free and 
open to all. Food is a cen-
t ra l  component  of  any 
thriving community, so an 
understanding of farming 
and farming past, present, 
and future is central to the 
well-being of the town’s res-
idents.  To increase  under-
standing of local food and 
farming, the program, facili-
tated by local historian Larry 
Buell, will bring together a 
range of individuals and 
groups connected to grow-
ing food in Petersham and 
the Quabbin Region to help 
others learn more about local 
food sources and its history.  

The program will offer a 
brief overview of past food 
growing practices, including 

the local Indigenous Nipmucs 
and the early conventional 
practices, to the more recent 
initiatives of local farmers 
and the need for food securi-
ty initiatives now and in the 
future.

Invited participants to 
the program include mem-
bers of the Friday Market 
Board of Directors; the Live 
Free Farm; a no-till garden-
er; Chair of the Open Space 
Committee, and past and 
present farmers and garden-
ers of the region.

At a t ime a concern 
about climate disruption and 
nationwide challenges around 
good quality food, it is vital 
that each community starts 
planning for its present and 
future gardening and food 
needs. Petersham has a very 
rich history of farming and 
gardening, from the many 
families that produced food 
for the summer visitors, to 
the renewed interest in gar-
dening today on both a per-

sonal and commercial basis.
The eastern section of 

Petersham, known as the 
“Foodscape” of the commu-
nity, has many acres of land 
dedicated to growing food 
and crops. A recent visit to 
area by Eliot Coleman, noted 
farmer and author on four 
season growing stated,  “... 
this is some of the most 
remarkable agricultural lands 
I’ve seen, and it should bode 
well for the future of the resi-
dents of the community/”

According to program 
facilitator, Larry Buell, this 
gathering to talk about gar-
dening and farming is sim-
ilar to the 2011 coming-to-
gether of concerned citizens 
about the quality of food to 
establish the Friday Market 
that exists today. The pro-
gram is free and open to the 
public and encourages resi-
dents and  friends to come to 
discuss one of the most vital 
issues of the time, food secu-
rity.

Submitted photo

Katja Esser in her “No-Till” Garden will share at Petersham historical Society 
program on gardening on Saturday, April 12 at 4 p.m. at the country store.
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Petersham Democrats 
to caucus April 12

PETERSHAM –Democrats in Petersham 
will hold a caucus on Sunday, April 13 at 4 
p.m. in person at the Petersham Town Hall, 
lower level, 1 South Main St., to elect del-
egates and an alternate to attend the 2025 
Massachusetts Democratic Convention.  

The caucus is open to all registered and 
pre-registered Democrats in Petersham. 
Petersham can elect two delegates and one 
alternate to the Convention. For more infor-
mation, people may visit www.massdems.org/
massdems-convention. 

This year’s Mass Dems Convention is 
scheduled to take place on Saturday, Sept. 13 
in Springfield. For more information about 
Petersham’s Democratic Town Committee, 
people may call 978-771-2173.

Corrections policy
The Barre Gazette will gladly correct 

factual errors that appear in this paper. 
Corrections or clarifications will always 
appear on Page 2. To  request a orrec-
tion, send information to Editor Ellenor 
Downer at barrenews@turley.com or call 
978-355-4000. Corrections may also be 
requested in writing at Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

NEW BRAINTREE – The New Braintree 
Public Library is offering a Story Time pro-
gram for preschoolers on Monday, April 14 
beginning at 9 am.  

The readings will include  “Fun Facts 
About Frogs” by Carmen Bredeson and 
“Animal Babies in Ponds and Rivers” by 
Jennifer Schofield.  

The next story time program for pre-
schoolers on Monday, April 28 beginning at 
9 a.m.  The readings will include  “Ducks 
Quack” by Pam Scheunemann and “Duckling 
Days” by Karen Wallace. 

This reading and crafts program is held at 
the library. Parental supervision is required. 
People may call the library at 508-867-7650 
during regular business hours for more infor-
mation.  

Library to hold
story time

Rutland Historical 
Society offers
Scholarships

RUTLAND – The Rutland Historical 
Society is now accepting scholarship appli-
cations. 

The scholarship is offered to any Rutland 
high school senior planning to enter college 
,who has resided in the town of Rutland 
for at least two years. The $1,000 award 
is based on scholarship with an emphasis 
given to involvement and contributions in 
the areas of both school and community.

 Applicants can obtain scholarship forms 
by emailing Sheila Judkins at sljwheeler@
gmail.com. Forms should be submitted with 
an official transcript, SAT or ACT scores 
and a letter of recommendation by Saturday, 
May 31. 

Students should send completed appli-
cations to Rutland Historical Society, c/o 
Sheila Judkins, 76 Wheeler Road, Rutland, 
MA 01543. 
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OAKHAM
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PUBLIC 
MEETINGS

BARRE
Select Board – April 3 and April 22 
at 6 p.m.
Finance Committee – April 3 at 6 p.m, 

April 8, May 6 and May 20 at 6:30 p.m.
Election Day – April 7 from
 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
DPW Commission – April 7 at 9 a.m.
Cable Advisory Committee – April 8
 at 7 p.m.
Conservation Committee – April 8
 at 7 p.m.
250th Anniversary Committee – April 9
 at 6:30 p.m.
Library Trustees – April 9 at 6:30 p.m.
Barre Housing Authority –  April 10
 at 1 p.m.
Board of Health –  April 14 at 5 p.m.
DPW Commission – April 14 at 7 p..m.
Cemetery Commission – April 24
 at 11 a.m.
Planning Board –  May 6 at 7 p.m.

HARDWICK
Board of Health – April 3 at 6:30 p.m.
Paige Library Trustees – April 3
 at 7 p.m.
Planning Board – April 8 at 6:45 p.m.
Gilbertville Public Library – April 9
 at 4 p.m.
Hardwick New Braintree Cultural 

Council – April 9 at 6:30 p.m.
Master Plan Steering Committee –
 April 10 at 6:30 p.m.
Gilbertville Water District – April 15
 at 5:30 p.m.
Conservation Commission – April 16
 at 6:30 p.m.
Wheelwright Water District –
 April 21 at 7 p.m.
Capital Planning Committee –
 May 19 at 3 p.m.

HUBBARDSTON
Public Hearing Re: Early Voting
 by Mail for Annual Town Election – 

April 7 at 6:30 p.m.
Board of Park Commissioners –
 April 9 at 5:30 p.m.
Council on Aging – April 15 at
 6:30 p.m. 
Planning Board Public Hearing
 – April 17 at 6:30 p.m.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
Board of Selectmen – April 8 at 6 p.m
Sen. Durand and Rep. Berthiaume 
Office Hour – April 9 at noon
Meet the Candidates Night – April 11
 at 6 p.m.
Sewer Commissioners – April 14 at
 4 p.m.
Planning Board – April 16 at 6 p.m.

OAKHAM
Sen. Durant and Rep. Berthiaume
 Office Hours – April 14 at 
12:15-1:15 p.m.
Board of Selectmen – April 14
 and April 28 at 6 p.m.
Planning Board – April 15 at 7 p.m.
Select Board – April 28 at 6 p.m.

PETERSHAM
Select Board – April 3, April 10,
 April 24, May 1, May 8 and 
May 15 and May 22 at 5:30 p.m.
Board of Health – April 3 at 7 p.m.
Board of Assessors – April 4 at 9 a.m. 
Cemetery Commission – April 8
 at 10 a..m.
Council on Aging – April 14 at 10 a.m.
Petersham Historic District –
 April 17 at 6 p.m.

RUTLAND
Select Board April 3 at 6 p.m.
Planning Board – April 8 at 6:30 p.m.
Zoning Board Appeals – April 9
 at 6 p.m.

Editorial deadline reminder

Deadline for e-mailed press releases is 
noon on Monday. Deadline for hard copy 
is noon on Friday. 

Oakham Democrats to caucus
Oakham is holding a caucus to elect its 

delegates to the Democratic State Convention 
at the Fobes Memorial Library, 4 Maple St. on 
April 10 at 5:30 p.m. All registered Democrats 
are eligible to run to become a delegate to the 
convention, which will be held in Springfield 
on Sunday, Sept. 13.

Sunrise service and breakfast
The Oakham Congregational Church, 4 

Coldbrook Road, will hold an Easter Sunrise 
Service on Sunday, April 20 at 6:30 p.m. 
behind the church. A breakfast will follow the 
service in Fellowship Hall.

Office hours Sen. Durant and 
Rep. Berthiaume

Staff from state Sen. Peter Durant’s office 
and state Rep. Donald Berthiaume office will 
be available to meet with constituents to assist 
with issue involving state agencies or to hear 
legislative ideas and concerns. As always, staff 
would be happy to set up meetings at another 
time with any constituent who needs assis-
tance. Kim Mongeau (Ring), Communications 
Director office of Sen. Peter J. Durant 
Worcester and Hampshire District at 413-896-
0794. Donna M. Farmer, Chief of Staff Rep. 
Donald Berthiaume fifth Worcester District at 
774-402-4742. Office hours will be held at the 
Oakham Town Hall  on Monday, April 14 at 
12:15 p.m.

Oakham Senior Center  
Mondays through Thursdays 9 a.m. the 

walking group meets and Tuesdays through 
Thursdays at 11 a.m. at the Senior Center. On 
cold days, the walking groups will walk to 
tapes inside the Senior Center.On Tuesdays 
from now to April 22 Yoga is held at 12.30 
p.m. Other activities include Wednesdays 
Zumba Gold 9 a.m. in the Rutland Senior 
Center - $2 donation/class; Thursdays at noon 
weigh in – support weight loss group and 
Fridays Functional Fitness at 10.30 a.m. at the 
New Braintree Town Hall - $2 donation per 
class. Hot lunches are offered at the Senior 
Center dining area Monday through Thursday 
at 11.30 a.m.  Reservations are needed at least 
two days in advance and can be made through 
the Congregate Meal Coordinator from 9 a.m.-
12.15 p.m. by calling 508-882-4072.

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

REMINDER:
APRIL 30TH IS THE

DEADLINE TO REMOVE
STUDDED TIRES

ORIGINAL TIRE CO.
Joseph West, Prop.

SOUTH ATHOL ROAD, ATHOL 978-249-3477
OPEN TUESDAY & THURSDAY 8 A.M-2:00 P.M.

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 8 A.M.-5:00 P.M.
SATURDAY 8 A.M.-12:00 P.M.

Service While You Wait

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

Women Only
Defensive Handgun Classes

Now Enrolling Students
Defensive Handgun 1 (DH1)
Advanced Classes Offered
Also Co-ed Classes available 
for DH, Rifle, and Shotgun
Joe Picariello, Firearm Instructor
978-697-6654
wachusettfirearmstraining@yahoo.com

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

Submitted photos

Representatives from the New England Police Benevolent Association present 
State Sen. Peter Durant with the Legislator of the Year Award. From left, Kevin 
Carlo NEPBA Treasurer, Sen. Durant, Tom Daly NEPBA Legislative Director, 
Chris Ryan NEPBA President and Tom Duffy NEPBA Executive Vice President. 

Peter Durant named
Legislator of the Year 

WORCESTER - State 
Sen. Peter Durant was 
recently named Legislator 
of the Year by the New 
England Police Benevolent 
Association, Inc.

Sen. Durant, R-Spencer, 
was presented with a 
plaque during the group’s 
meeting March 20 at Off 
the Rails in Worcester. “I 
am incredibly humbled to 
receive this honor,” Durant 
said. “This plaque will 
serve as a constant remind-
er of those who selflessly 
work to keep us safe every 
day. This award is some-
thing I am extremely proud 
of.” 

Durant said he has long 

been a supporter of law 
enforcement and is grate-
ful to have the chance as 

a senator to advocate for 
legislation that will protect 
those who protect us day in 
and day out. The NEPBA 
represents more than 4,000 
law enforcement officers 
and support staff across 
Maine, New Hampshire, 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a n d 
Vermont. More than 3,000 
of those members comprise 
150 local bargaining units 
in Massachusetts. 

The group operates on 
the belief that its members 
need to be properly trained, 
accurately equipped and 
well compensated and that 
their health and well being 
is paramount to the success 
of the organization. 

State Sen. Peter Durant, 
R-Spencer, addresses 
members of the NEPBA 
a f t e r  b e i n g  n a m e d 
Legislator of the Year.

Food Pantry holds monthly distributions
BARRE – The next two 

Barre Food Pantry dis-
tributions will occur on 
Wednesday April 9 from 
10 -11 :30  a .m .  and  on 
Thursday, April 17 from 5:30-
7 p.m.  

Clients are invited to pick 
up groceries from the food 
pantry either in the morning 
on Wednesday, April  9 or 
in the evening on Thursday, 
April 17, whichever is more 
convenient for them. The 
Barre Food Pantry volunteers 
strive to continue to fulfill 
their mission to get food to 
hungry and food insecure cli-
ents.  

The pantry must also con-
tinue to protect clients, volun-
teers and the larger communi-
ty from the spread of disease 
viruses. Many clients and vol-
unteers are classified as high-
risk due to their age and/or 
underlying health conditions. 
The Barre Food Pantry Board 
of Directors has considered 
changing how the pantry cur-
rently operates, but has decid-
ed that the most responsible 
path forward is to continue 

to operate as we have since 
March of 2020.

In order to maintain safe 
physical distances between 
volunteers and between vol-
unteers and clients April 9 
and 17 will again be  “drive-
through”   style distributions. 
Clients will line up in their 
vehicles on Park Street and 
proceed into the right hand 
(east) entrance driveway of 
the Barre  Congregational 
Church. They will remain in 
their cars.  They’ll drive up 
and be checked in by a volun-
teer, then continue up to the 
church building where their 
groceries will be put into the 
trunk or wayback of their 
vehicle by volunteers at mul-
tiple stations.

Based on the success of 
distributions so far, the Food 
Pantry volunteers believe this 
“drive-through” style is the 
safest possible way to get 
food to clients and to help 
keep everyone well.

O n  Tu e s d a y  n i g h t , 
April 8 at 5 p.m., the Barre 
Food Pantry will be gather-
ing volunteers at the Barre 

Congregational Church to 
unload incoming grocer-
ies from their truck, to sort 
through donated groceries, 
to pre-fill grocery bags and 
in other ways to prepare for 
the distribution the following 
morning. If people can help 
pitch in for an hour on the 
April 8, they may call Sonja 
Blaney at 978-355-6921.  

Volunteers should not 
arrive on April 8, 9 or 17 
without first contacting Sonja 
Blaney at 978-355-6921‬ 
or Chuck Radlo at 978-355-
6463. Because conditions 
have been changing rapidly, 
please continue to check for 
updates on the Barre Food 
Pantry by visiting

http://www.barrefoodbank.
org/index.htm   and the Barre 
Food Pantry Facebook page:

h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e -
b o o k . c o m / B a r r e - F o o d -
Pantry-100156068300314/.

Oakham Democrats to 
caucus April 10

Oakham is holding a caucus to elect its 
delegates to the Democratic State Convention 
at the Fobes Memorial Library, 4 Maple 
St. on April 10 at 5:30 p.m. All registered 
Democrats are eligible to run to become a 
delegate to the convention, which will be held 
in Springfield on Sunday, Sept. 13.

Library hosts Eastet 
bake sale and egg hunt

HARDWICK – The Gilbertville Public 
Library, 259 Main St., will host an Easter 
bake sale on Thursday, April 17 from 1-4 
p.m., followed by an Easter egg hunt from 4-5 
p.m. and more.
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Opinion

In Past Pages
Look Back – Barre Sportsmen’s

Club Barbecue – 1960

File photo

Young and old line up for chicken at the Barre Sportsmen’s Club.

Letters to Editor

Improvements to U.S. 
transportation infrastruc-
ture and aviation safety 
systems are indisputable 
ways to “Make America 
Great Again,” but unfortu-
nately very little is being 
done. 

Recent reports found 
many major bridges need 
s ign i f i can t  s t ruc tu ra l 
upgrades to withstand col-
lisions with the humongous 
cargo ships which did not 
exist when the bridges were 
built.  Thousands more 
require major repairs due to 
age or corrosion. 

Aviation control and 
safety systems have not 
kept up with the increased 
air traffic resulting in fre-
quent near misses and trag-
ic fatal collisions. Coastal 
cities must contend with 
the indisputable, gradu-
al increase in ocean levels 
that will cause damaging, 
frequent flooding problems. 

The Trump administra-
tion would garner wide-
spread support from all 
quarters by pursuing these 

kinds of improvements to 
our country. We have so 
much that needs to be done 
within the current 50 states, 
but little to nothing is being 
accomplished. 

What sense does i t 
make to add Greenland 
or Canada, or the Panama 
Canal or Gaza to the plac-
es that also have untold 
needs?  Not to mention that 
the residents of these places 
want no part of becoming 
part of the US. 

Imagine the econom-
ic and employment boom 
that would arise from a 
large national infrastruc-
ture upgrade program. Not 
just in the design and con-
struction of these projects, 
but also in the manufac-
turing of all the materials 
and equipment required for 
this work. All of it would 
be “Made in America” and 
would improve the quality 
of life for everyone for a 
very long time.

 
Paul Gallo
Barre

Infrastructure and aviation 
safety are important

Donations needed for 
Memorial Day essay contest

Many decades ago, at 
least six as I know one man 
over 70, who won the con-
test at age 10, some organi-
zation or individual started 
the Memorial Day Essay 
Contest that continues to 
this day.  

At  some point ,  the 
Oakham Lions Club sup-
ported it and when that 
disbanded in the late 1970s 
early 1980s or so, Jocelyn 
Wile picked up funding 
it in the name of her late 
husband, Robert. Her last 
donation several years 
before her passing is about 
to be depleted. This year, 
2025 will be the end of the 
money.

The account passed 
through the  hands  of 
O a k h a m  P a r k s  a n d 
Recreat ion and on to 
the Friends of the Fobes 
Memorial Library in the 
early 2000s when the town 
was advised to get rid of 
all little accounts or make 
them certified trusts. So, 
it came on to the Friends 
of the Library as we had a 
newly created non-profit 
and a way to manage it.  

Every year, we have 
presented a nice crisp $50 
bill to each of the two 
winners as chosen by the 
school and the children 
present their work as a 
part of the Memorial Day 
Observances. It is very 
moving for the children 
and community, every year, 
despite the fact we have all 

heard it again and again. 
It is a powerful lesson for 
these decades of school 
children to realize why we 
take time out of this week-
end every year to remem-
ber.  

As the Treasurer of 
the Friends of the Fobes 
Memorial Library, Inc. 
I am asking individuals 
and organizations to help 
to continue this contest 
and the awards on into the 
future.  The “Friends” will 
continue to manage this 
separate account held at the 
North Brookfield Savings 
Bank.

Please make your dona-
tion payable to the Friends 
of the Fobes Memorial 
Library, Inc and indicate 
on the memo line that it 
is for Memorial Day. The 
“Friends” will send you a 
nice thank you and we will 
insure that as part of the 
service this spring/summer 
that we will announce the 
benefactors of the contest 
prizes.  

Thank you so very much 
for helping us to carry on 
this traditional event of 
great importance.

Sincerely, 

Susan B. Turnbull
Treasurer
Friends of the Fobes 
Memorial Library, Inc. 
4 Maple Street Unit 9
Oakham, MA. 01068

Our
advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know
you saw their 

ad in the

Barre
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Editorial

By Ellenor Downer

Recently, the town 
of Blandford announced 
vacancies for two Field 
Dr ivers  and  Fence 
Viewers.

Both positions have 
been unfilled for several 
years.

In my mid-thirties, 
I was a Field Driver in 
Oakham where I live. 
At the time, the live-
stock population was 
larger and the town had 
several dairy farms as 
well as backyard farms.

I got to know many 
of the animals by name. 
Dispatch would either 
call me or the other 
Field Driver if an ani-
mal was loose on the 

road or in a neighbor’s 
yard.

Usual ly,  I  knew, 
w h e r e  t h e  a n i m a l 
belonged, just by the 
l o c a t i o n  r e p o r t e d . 
Sometimes, animals 
roam, but that was rare. 
I always had a bucket 
of grain, rope halters for 
cattle, halters and lead 
rope for horses.

The bucket of grain 
was not only to lure 
the wayward horse or 
cow, but to catch a pig 
as well. One pig would 
regularly escape on 
hot days to cool off in 
a nearby stream by its 
home. 

I  d readed  those 
calls as I inevitably got 
almost as wet as the pig. 

Once out of the water, 
the task remained of 
getting the beast back 
into its enclosure. I 
always grabbed extra 
grain for that call. I 
would leave a note for 
the owner that the pig 
got out and to secure 
their fence better.

Another  frequent 
call was a steer, who 
escaped almost daily 
once the grass  got 
low in i ts  pasture. 
Fortunately, it led well 
once I got a rope halter 
on its head. The grain 
bucket with the halter 
opened and placed in 
the grain bucket worked 
well. Again, I would 
leave a note for the 
owner that the animal 

got out, to fix the fence 
and give it some hay to 
supplement the depleted 
pasture.

This steer was a 
too frequent travel-
er. I went to the Board 
of Selectmen about 
the issue as the steer 
escaped daily and some-
times more. The Board 
sent the owner a letter. 
He responded the the 
steer was going to the 
be sent to the slaughter 
house in a week or so.

My problem with 
the steer ended when it 
went off in the trailer. 
However, I heard the 
wayward steer escaped 
at the slaughterhouse 
and roamed the area for 
three or so days before 

finally getting captured. 
In the town where 

I lived Field Drivers 
were not on the Annual 
Town Election bal-
lot like Blandford, but 
were elected at Town 
Meeting every year. 
After six years, I decid-
ed it was too time con-
suming to continue and 
gave up the position. 
It seemed I got called 
more than the other 
Field Drivers as I was 
a stay at home mom and 
readily available espe-
cially when school was 
in session.

I hope this year, 
Blandford finds can-
didates for both Field 
D r i v e r  a n d  F e n c e 
Viewer. Field Driver is 

an important position 
as a wayward animal 
in the road is a danger 
to both itself and the 
motorists, who meet the 
animal.

T h e  c a n d i d a t e s 
should be young and 
fit as well as have a 
working knowledge of 
animals. Chasing after 
an animal only makes 
it run away. They are a 
lot faster on four legs 
than the two legged 
Field Driver. Recently, 
a bovine got loose in 
my town. It took four 
people to “herd” it 
home. A well-trained 
Field Driver probably 
could have done it on 
his or her own.

5 years (April 9, 2020)
Quabbin Regional School 

District Superintendent Dr. 
Sheila Muir said, “I can’t 
belief the work accom-
plished,” as the commend-
ed the district team during 
a  Z o o m  m e e t i n g  l a s t 
Wednesday. She said she 
encouraged working at home, 
but functions in the offic-
es cannot be done remote-
ly. Plants and facilities staff 
began doing summer work 
now. Stuff are taking profes-
sional learning opportuni-
ties.. All offices are regular-
ly sanitized. The plants and 
facilities staff cleaned and 
sanitized all school spaces. 
Once cleaned, the areas will 
be closed off and inaccessi-
ble.

In the wake of the COVID 
19 pandemic, best friends 
Kathleen O’Shea and Jean 
Lubelczyk are  working 
together to provide bread, 
dinner rolls, bagels, cinna-
mon/raisin bread and ready 
to bake pizza dough to peo-
ple in need across Western 
Massachusetts.  The two 
friends are usually adventur-
ous and were tired of being 
trapped inside of their place 

of residence. O’Shea said 
they began to work togeth-
er after Lubelczyk texted 
her and asked  to bake some 
bread with her. After their 
first try, they decided to keep 
baking and bought 50 pounds 
of flour, as well as a bunch 
of ingredients and decided 
tht they should start donating 
their baked goods to others in 
need during the pandemic.

T w e l v e  y e a r  o l d 
Christopher Baum decided in 
these sobering times to share 
a little of his joy in bagpipe 
music by serenading the 
town form his home this past 
Saturday, said his mother, 
Jennifer Baum. He plans to 
do it again on Easter Sunday, 
April 12 at noon, where he 
will again share a concert of 
tunes on his bagpipe, which 
will again be amplified. He 
lives on an elevated parcel 
about a mile from the center 
of town, which is also ele-
vated and with amplification, 
the sound carries from one 
high spot to the other, she 
said. Parking will be avail-
able at the New Braintree 
Grade School, town offices 
and the U.S. Post Office, she 
said.

10 years (April 9, 2015)
Th weather finally cooper-

ated for the annual Easter egg 
hunt in Oakham. The event 
sponsored by the Oakham 
Congregational Church orig-
inally was scheduled for the 
previous Saturday, March 
28, but the snow caused a 
week delay. It looked like 
the April 5 date might get 
rained out, but the sun came 
out. As a contingency plan, 
Erin Labarre, Susan Turnbull, 
Barbara Wreschinsky and 
Sandy Wreschinsky set up 
a trail inside the church hall 
and for children to follow as 
they collected eggs along the 
way just in case it poured. 
With the weather finally 
cooperating, it was held out-
side.

Wheels in Motion’s six-
week program is geared 
towards children and their 
families that could medically 
benefit from increased activ-
ity and nutritional counsel-
ing and//or for the children 
that could use techniques to 
improve their social skills. 
The children will meet six 

Memories of a Field Driver
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Serenity Hill Sampler
by Jane McCauley

It is hard to believe April 
has finally come.  

It seems the evenings 
are so long lately. I wish the 
weather would warm up.

I am having a time to get 
the gardens raked out. My 
handyman empties the wheel 
barrels for me. I have three 
of them and he also picks up 
some piles with tarps.

Some of the early spring 
things are coming up. The 
snow drops are still out, but 
I do not see any crocus yet. 
The leaves of the daffodils 
are showing in various places 
and the primroses retain their 
leaves during winter. I do not 
see any buds yet.  

My handyman Mike got  
me a very nice bouquet of 
pussy willows so I did get rid 
of the ones I had for over five 
years that a very dear friend 
named Bill got me. I put the 
pussy willows with a bouquet 
of false daffodils as the real 
ones are not out yet .

The handyman and I like 
to look at wildflower books 
as that is his specialty. One 
of the books tel ls  what 
comes out in each season for 
Massachusetts. We also have 
a list of those, which are pro-
tected. Did you know all the 
orchid family is protected?  

I went and got my own 
groceries this past week 
and I spent close to $200. I 
hope they last for a couple of 
weeks.

It is hard to take care of 
Ken and I have challenges 
each day We both have hack-
ing coughs so I don’t like to 
have people come around. I 
called the nurse practitioner 
to see if we could get some 
help, but their is a shortage of 
nurses. 

She had me take his tem-
perature and he had a Covid 
test so he passed those two 
tests. I am not a nurse so I 
have had to learn a lot about 
taking care of an invalid.  

Nursing homes are not a 
favorite place to have to go to, 
but the time is coming near. 
An 88 year old woman should 
not have to take care of a 93 
year old man.  

Here is a recipe I plan to 
make for us this week. 

SANDY’S CHICKEN 
DISH                  

4 lbs. chicken breasts, 
boneless and skinless

1/4 lb. ham
1/4 lb. Swiss Cheese
1 cup sour cream
1 can cream of chicken 

soup
Place one slice of ham and 

one slice of cheese on a one 
pounded chicken breast; roll 
and place in sprayed baking 
pan. Do the rest of the chick-
en the same way. Combine 
the soup, sour cream and 
remaining cheese. Pour over 
the chicken and bake at 350 
degrees for about 30 minutes. 
Sauce is nice over vegetables 
also. Makes four servings. 
Note: You can half the recipe 
if you wish.

This and That
I have been taking cuttings 

of the cactus and coleus and 
are ready to put the coleus in 
the big pot that will go out 
on the front deck when the 
weather is nice. The mother 
plant cactus is in full white 
bloom right now.

When I was at Walmart 
last week the clerk was ready 
to put the corn beef  price 
down as I picked out a roast 
and she relabeled for me. I 
have been wanting to have a 
corn beef and cabbage dinner 
so now I can. The price was 
right.

I did not receive a bill for 
the electricity this month. Did 
you ever try to call the electric 
company? It is impossible to 
get an answer.  

I do not want to go paper-
less so I took out an enve-
lope and found the address 
on an old bill and sent off 
what they told me I owed. It 
was due by April 3 so I need-
ed to get it mailed off. Not 
everyone wants to pay by the 
computer and I am one that 
does not.

Why do they make it hard 
for us seniors? I wish they 
would stop calling about solar. 
We do not plan to have it.  It 
is time to get off my high 
horse.  

I had some happy news 
this week. Our granddaughter, 
Mikayla, launched her new 
makeup line and sent up a 
promotion box of it. She also 
has a billboard in New York 
Time Square and Boston. She 
has worked hard to get to this 
Point of View

Have a good week and 
hopefully spring weather will 
come soon.

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Narrow piece of wood
  5. African desert
 11. Waxy covering on 

birds’ beaks
 12. Sour
 16. Infrequent
 17. Former AL MVP 

Vaughn
 18. Policemen wear one
 19. Out of the question
 24. Used to chop
 25. Symptoms
 26. Not moving
 27. Folk singer DiFranco
 28. Comedian Armisen
 29. Quantitative fact
 30. Incline from vertical
 31. Scottish musician
 33. Rooney and Kate 

are two
 34. Positioned
 38. A very short time
 39. Tropical American 

shrubs

 40. Yemen capital
 43. Spanish municipality
 44. Medical professionals
 45. Fibrous material
 49. Confined condition 

(abbr.)
 50. Without covering
 51. “Mad Men” honcho 

Don
 53. Hockey position
 54. Taste property
 56. Fertile spots in a 

desert
 58. They precede C
 59. “Requiem for a 

Dream” actor Jared
 60. Try a criminal case
 63. Liberal rights 

organization
 64. Spoke
 65. Insect repellent

CLUES DOWN
  1. Unshaven facial hair
  2. More thin

  3. Show up
  4. Seethed
  5. Ancient Greek city
  6. Poisonous plant
  7. Hello
  8. College sports official
  9. Monetary unit of 

Russia
 10. Wings
 13. Take too much of a 

substance
 14. A citizen of Uganda
 15. Most appealing
 20. Atomic #18
 21. Global investment 

bank (abbr.)
 22. Jewish calendar 

month
 23. Popular sandwich
 27. Swiss river
 29. Incorrect letters
 30. Popular entree
 31. Foot (Latin)
 32. A driver’s license is 

one form

 33. Extinct flightless bird 
 34. Appetizer
 35. After battles
 36. It neutralizes alkalis
 37. Beverage container
 38. Partner to “Pa”
 40. Gray American rail
 41. Salt of acetic acid
 42. Canadian province
 44. Dish made with 

lentils
 45. Narrative poem of 

popular origin
 46. For each one
 47. Come to terms
 48. Test
 50. More dishonorable
 51. Unit of loudness
 52. The Ocean State
 54. Monetary unit in 

Mexico
 55. Lying down
 57. Thus
 61. Where LA is located
 62. Western State

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

287 Main Street
Gardner

978-632-0241

WE SERVICE ALL
MAJOR BRAND

APPLIANCES
NAME BRAND

APPLIANCES & TV’S AT 
WAREHOUSE PRICES

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Although the tempera-
tures did not cooperate this 
past week, I have to say that 
spring vibes are all around 
me.  

I saw my first blooming 
crocus, and even some early 
daffodils. The phoebe bird 
that makes a nest above our 
porch door is back, and hang-
ing around, much to my hus-
band’s dismay!  

My pepper plants are 
almost in need of transplant-
ing from their seed pack, 
and the tomato seeds I plant-
ed last weekend sprouted 
in under a week. It is all so 
exciting! I don’t think that 
I will ever not be amazed at 
the miracle of it all.  

The other day I was going 
though my seed stash and 
I found two year old seeds 
of Loofah Gourd, Mini 
Popcorn,  Mouse Melon 
and a variety of “climbing” 
Zucchini all of which I never 
planted. These purchases 
were “impulse buys” I guess 
you’d call it. I bought them 
but when it came time to 
actually plant them, I decided 
that my garden square foot-

age was too precious to waste 
on frivolity.  

But here we are and my 
frugal nature shines through 
once more. Since I bought 
them I might as well try and 
plant them; maybe one will 
end up being a new favorite.  

But alas, does one risk 
planting two year old seed? 
What if the seeds don’t ger-
minate? Partaking in ger-

mination testing gave me a 
chance to get my hands in the 
soil, (albeit indoors) and the 
outcome will help me deter-
mine how much I should 
“over-plant” or if that will 
even be necessary.  

Wasting a few seeds now 
will save time later on.

Firs t  up,  the Loofah 
Gourd.  I planted four seeds 
as a trial and three popped 
up! That means I will be 
adding this to my garden 
come springtime. 

Grow it like you would 
any other gourd or squash. It 
loves fertile soil, heat and a 

strong support. 
When loofahs were first 

popular, I was a young adult 
and still living at home. 
Growing them was a project 
for my parents and I. 

Before the first  frost 
we harvested the fat, wrin-
kly looking cucumbers and 
allowed them to dry before 
peeling off the rind. What 

was left was fibrous matter, 
looking already very much 
like a scrubby sponge. It was 
a fun experiment then and it 
will be reminiscent to repeat 
it.

Next comes the Mini 
Colored Popcorn. This was 
the first to sprout in my ger-
mination test pack with five 
of the six seeds popping up.  

I have never had extra 
space to grow corn, but I 
thought it would be fun to try 
these for both decoration and 
food. I am going to start them 
ahead of time, indoors in six 
packs and plant them out 
around the three week mark.  

They will be spaced about 
a foot apart in rows about two 
and a half feet apart. Corn 
likes fertile soil, so I will 
amend the soil well with aged 
compost. 

This type of corn will 
dry right on the plant, until 

Germination tests give way 
to garden experiments

See GARDEN page 8

Green-winged teal

A Brimfield resident 
makes regular trips to ponds 
to look for waterfowl often 
in Warren. 

On March 19 he saw 
five Canada geese, six mal-
lards (three pairs), three 
American black ducks, six 
green-winged teal (three 
pairs) and one male, hood-
ed merganser at a pond on 
New Reed Street.

The green-winged teal 
is the smallest dabbling 
duck in North America. 
The male has a cinnamon 
colored head and grayish 
body with a green crescent 

from the eye to the back 
of the head. The male has 
a vertical white strip that 
extends from the water line 
to its shoulder. The female 
is brown. Both sexes have 
green wing patches, which 
are visible in flight. They 
also have a yellowish stripe 
along the tail.

They have a blocky 
body, large head and short 
bill. They are between 12 
and 15 inches in length. 
There tail is high out of the 
water.  

Spring time is a great 
time to look for green 
winged teal. They often 
land in shallow wetlands 
and are sometimes seen for-
aging in puddles of water 
on agricultural fields. They 
feed on shallow bodies of 
water on vegetation. They 
breed in dense vegetation 
along river deltas. 

The oldest know green-
winged teal was at least 20 
years and three months. A 
female, she was banded 

in Oklahoma in 1941 and 
recovered by a hunter in 
Missouri in 1960.

Great blue heron
The Brimfie ld  res i-

dent said in an email dated 
March 19, “I visited two 
ponds in Warren yesterday 
and saw great blue herons 
for the second time this 
spring. However this time, 
they were at the pond where 
great blue herons have had 
nest for a couple of years 
and an osprey was back. 
Both sightings were at the 
pond on South Street.” 
Other birds seen at the pond 
included one ring-billed 
gull, three rock pigeon, one 
blue jay and six red-winged 
blackbirds.               

Last year, there were 
four heron nests, however 
one nest fell down during 
the winter. There were two  
birds standing in one of the 
nests for a time before one 
of the birds flew to a nearby 
tree.

Osprey
The Brimfield resident 

said an osprey nest has been 
at this location in Warren 
since 2020 and nine young 
have successfully fledged. 
here. An adult just arrived in 
the last day or so. The bird 
flew to the nest carrying a 
branch and then moved to 
the bottom of the nest, tilt-
ed forward and then began 
scratching at the bottom of 
the nest. He took a picture 
of this osprey scratching. 

He said, “In a picture I took, 
debris can be seen flying 
over the edge of the nest. A 
behavior I have never seen 
before – interesting.” 

Worm stealing blue jay
An Oakham resident 

through his kitchen window 
an American Robin extract 
a worm from the ground.  
He said, “At that moment, 
a blue jay landed scar-
ing  off the robin and steal-
ing the worm.” He watched 
the blue jay flit closer and 
closer in the shrubbery and 
swoop in when the next 
worm was extracted by 
a robin. He said, “I did a 
quick check of the literature 
- nothing like this observed 
before.   Jays, crows, ravens 
and magpies (Corvidae fam-
ily) are renowned for their 
instinctual ‘intelligence’ and 
thievery.”

 Sandhill cranes
I have not seen the sand-

hill cranes in my field lately. 
I did here then early in the 
morning last week when I 
put my trash bin out. My 
neighbor said she heard 
them in the morning as well.

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com 
or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005.

in my

By Ellenor Downer

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Friends group host
Pumpernickel Puppet show

NEW BRAINTREE – On 
Sunday, April 13 at 2 p.m. 
in the New Braintree Town 
Hall, 20 Memorial Drive, the 
Friends of the New Braintree 
Library are hosting the 
Pumpernickel Puppet show 
Peter Rabbit.  

Pumpernickel Puppets are 
presented with a cast of col-
orful puppet characters, audi-
ence participation, live voic-
es and sound effects and fast 
paced scripts that not only 
entertain, but stimulate chil-
dren’s imagination and cre-

ativity. A demonstration peri-
od follows the performance 
giving the audience sound 
insight into what happens 
behind the scenes.  

The performance will last 
approximately 30 to 40 min-
utes and are appropriate for 
children ages three and up. 
This program is funded by 
the Hardwick/New Braintree 
Cultural Council, a local 
agency which is supported by 
the Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency.  This program is 
free and open to the public.

CROSSWORD ANSWERS PAGE 10
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been King George III. Some 
traditions never die. 

Hubbardston has a long 
history of independent busi-
ness owners living and pro-
ducing services and prod-
ucts. However, four former 
residents have left legacies 
that few New Englanders 
have surpassed since then.

For example, in 1947, 
Waino J. Holopainen and 
Roy E. Handy Jr. devel-
oped and patented the 
world’s first all-hydrauli-
cally operated swing-frame 
backhoe in the small town 
of Hubbardston. This revo-
lutionary invention can dig 
and dump materials with 
the ability to swing the load 
side to side, eliminating 
the need for the machine to 
be moved. Nearly seven-
ty-one years ago, Waino and 
Roy formed the Wain-Roy 
Corporation.

Throughout the com-
pany’s existence, its grass-
roots innovation has led to 
twenty-six significant back-
hoe-related designs, includ-
ing the tractor-loader-back-
hoe concept and the hydrau-
lic thumb, which are still in 
use today worldwide.

Before Wain-Roy, there 
was Jonas G. Clark, a busi-
nessman of the highest 
integrity, an entrepreneur, 
a humanist, an educator, a 
master of diplomacy and 
an abolitionist. He was 
born in the town in 1815. 
His father was a successful 
farmer and his mother was 
an avid reader who instilled 
in young Jonas not only a 
love of books, but also 
the habit of reading them. 
Throughout his 85-year life-
time, he became one of the 
most generous and success-
ful businessmen of the 19th 
century.           

He married the “girl next 
door” Susan Wright (1816-
1904) in 1836. They were 
both abolitionists and trav-
eled the world together. But 
never forgot the little vil-

lage of Hubbardston Before 
they left for California at 
the beginning of the mid-
19th century gold rush, he 
established several busi-
nesses, first in Hubbardston 
and then throughout New 
England. He understood 
psychology and had the 
ability to read people. His 
business acumen was some-
thing to study based on his 
ability to find the right peo-
ple to run the enterprises 
he started. Just think how 
difficult it was to do that 
at a time when there were 
no phones, internet, planes, 
trains or automobiles.

Honoring an old busi-
ness adage, when starting or 
expanding a business, “find 
a need people have, then 
fill that need.” He decided 
to start his business of sell-
ing the tinware that he man-
ufactured on a large scale 
in Boston. His uncle was 
already a very successful 
mercantilist in Boston, with 
experience in hiring crews 
to sail around Cape Horn 
on clipper ships. The two 
partners supplied tinware, 
axes, and other equipment 
by establishing relationships 
with factory owners in the 
Northeast, then shipping the 
goods to Boston and on to 
Northern California.     

Meanwhile, Jonas and 
Susan traveled to California 
by crossing the narrow land 
bridge connecting North and 
South America, known as 
the Isthmus of Panama, on 

horseback and wagon. That 
was no easy task. They then 
sailed to San Francisco. 
After ten years, he became 
a millionaire, not only in the 
manufacturing and selling 
of tools needed in the min-
ing industry, but also in fur-
niture making. He saw the 
need there as well. The folks 
on Nob Hill highly prized 
his furniture, which was 
Chippendale quality. 

By the time he founded 
Clark University in 1887, 
with his fortune and the 
thousands of books he had 
collected during his trips to 
Europe, the Middle East, 
Egypt and Morocco with 
Susan. He had homes in 
San Francisco, New York 
City, Worcester, Boston and 
Hubbardston. He was a firm 
believer in a strong Liberal 
Arts undergraduate educa-
tion stressing critical think-
ing and leadership skills. 
Jonas Clark’s vision, despite 
some hiccups in the 1890s, 
has become as close to what 
he envisioned as possible. 
It has remained, for about 
70 years, one of the nota-
ble forty liberal arts colleges 
in the U.S. identified by 
independent college coun-
selor Loren Pope in 1955 
as “Colleges That Change 
Lives.” www.CTCL.org 

One wonders if anyone, 
before he died in 1900, had 
ever proposed changing the 
name of Hubbardston to 
Clark, Massachusetts. 

sage was “and that’s when 
the voices began.” Darlene 
came from an abusive fam-
ily and later while admitted 
to Belchertown State School 
she would soon find out she 
had a sister that she never 
knew she had. 

Orzechowski  showed 
a map of the school that 
opened back in the 1920s. 
The original name of the 
school was “The School for 
the feeble minded”. The map 
highlighted various areas of 
the school featuring a school, 
gymnasium, and a merry-go 
round. 

One unique photograph in 
the presentation was an index 
card of Darlene’s discharge 

slip. Included was the name 
of her sister, Gail, who was 
also at Belchertown State 
School. 

Darlene was discharged 
in July of 1974. Upon her 
request, her records from the 
institution were destroyed. 
Many of the patients were 
discharged due to aging out 
at 18 years old. 

Orzechowski  showed 
photographs of the school’s 
sleeping quarters, cafeteria, 
restrooms and the tunnels 
of the facility. The windows 
of the buildings had bars on 
them. 

The next passage read 
by Orzechowski was about 
the time Darlene met her 
sister Gail while playing 
near the merry-go round. 
After reading the passage, 

Orzechowski showed pic-
tures of Darlene and her fam-
ily, including photographs of 
her sister, Gail (1950-2013). 

Darlene also participated 
in the Special Olympics back 
in the 1970s. Photos of her 
medals were shown in the 
presentation. 

After the presentation, 
former State Senator Stephen 
Brewer spoke and thanked 
Orzechowski for his pre-
sentation. Brewer describes 
Orzechowski’s work in writ-
ing this book as “a good ser-
vice in keeping those stories 
alive.” 

While in office, Brewer 
recalled how much the facil-
ities of supporting mental 
health have changed over the 
years. 

Brewer shared a poem 
called “Two Young Girls 
from a Foreign Shore” and 
highlighted the poor condi-
tions of living in the state 
school. Brewer remembered 
getting funds to help reno-
vate the cemetery, which is 
where many patients of the 
state school were buried. 

The cemetery is now 
known as the Warner Pine 
Grove Memorial Cemetery. 

Orzechowski would stick 
around the Paige Memorial 
Library and sign copies of 
his book for guests who 
appreciated his time and pre-
sentation. 

ORZECHOWSKI
continued from page 1

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago

Ed Orzechowski signed copies of his book after 
the presentation. 

spend $500 to have CM 
Geeks upgrade the hard disk 
drives to solid state drives 
to increase computer speeds 
and extend their lifespan. 

This cost will cover half 
of the Town Offices comput-
ers, with the other half being 
taken care of in the next fis-
cal year. Board of Selectmen 
Chair Jason Petraitis said the 
cost of one new computer 
will cost more than upgrad-
ing all 10 computers.

The board also approved 
$387.90 for outdoor con-
vertible benches at the 
Senior Center to replace the 
picnic table. This expense 
will be paid for with grant 
funding.
Comprehensive emergency 

management plan
The board approved the 

comprehensive emergency 
management plan submit-
ted by the North Brookfield 
Emergency Management 
Agency.

“It is basically a plan set 
up for in the event of emer-
gencies for all of the depart-
ments to work together,” 
Petraitis said. “It sets orders 
for who’s supposed to be 
in charge depending on the 
response.”

Helipad discussion
Petraitis said the topic of 

a helipad location near the 
Police Station has come up, 
but no formal discussion has 
been had and there are no 
plans in motion to establish a 
helipad there.

S h e i l a  O r s i  o f  t h e 
Downtown Development 
Committee said having a 
landing zone designation for 
the area would be fine, but 
making it an established heli-
pad would not be ideal for 
the downtown area. 

Library updates
The board received a let-

ter from the Haston Free 
Public Library’s Director Lia 
Tulip requesting to change 
the fees for faxing services. 
The change would allow 
patrons to fax for free instead 
of charging $3 for the first 
five pages and $1 for each 
additional page.

Tulip stated this change 
would align with practices at 
other libraries in the region 
and consider the income 
levels of many of the fam-
ilies and residents of North 
Brookfield. 

Tulip stated that  the 
Library Trustees supported 
this change, and it would go 
into effect on April 1.  

Senior Center updates
The board approved the 

Senior Center’s policies for 
accepting donations and for 
food distribution. They also 
approved an updated job 
description for the Senior 
Center Outreach Coordinator.

These changes will be 
posted on the Senior Center’s 
website.

The board also signed a 
memorandum of under-
standing with the Senior 
Center and the Ascentria 
Care Alliance’s SNAP-Ed 
Nutrition Program. 

Electrical aggregate 
contract

The board voted to sign a 
36-month municipal electri-
cal aggregation contract in 
order to get the lowest possi-
ble rate for residents. 

Public comment
Brandon Avery said the 

Friends of the Town House 
have received a grant to 
allow them to hire a director 
of development for a three 
month period.

“That’s going to help us 
create a business plan, help 
us create a plan for a capi-
tal campaign and fundraising 
and that kind of stuff,” Avery 
said. 

Morgan thanked John 
Tripp for getting chairs 
donated for the break room at 
the former Huck’s building. 

HUBBARDSTON
continued from page 1

N BROOKFIELD
continued from page 1

A view of Hubbardston in 1930, from left, Cowman’s, Fahey/Bennett grocery, 
Dodson’s Restaurant and Greenwalt’s Barber and Beauty shop in 1930.

Submitted photos 

Waino J. Holopainen and Roy E. Handy Jr., 
designed and developed the backhoe.

Questions? 
Comments? 
Story Ideas?

Let us know how we’re doing.
Your opinion is something 
we always want to hear. 

Contact edowner@turley.com
Barre Gazette, 24 Water St., Palmer • 413-283-8393
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munity and receive feedback. 
Many Oakham residents, 
some who are neighbors to 
the project site on Coldbrook 
Road, gave a lot of feedback 
and made it clear they do not 
want this storage facility in 
their community. 

One resident shared a 
copy of the Planning Board 
meeting back on Feb. 27, 
2024 when it was decid-
ed that the property of 358 
Coldbrook Road would have 
the use of outdoor storage for 
used, operable and inopera-
ble automobiles, trucks and 
other vehicles for whole-
sale online auction. In other 
words, used as an auto sal-
vage yard. The applicant at 
the time was BHT Oakham 
LLC and the owner of the 
site was ZOVL Properties 
LLC out of Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida. 

At some point, prior to the 
open house, the auto salvage 
yard ceased operation and the 
site is now being looked at 
for Moraga Energy Storage. 
Many residents addressed 
the project developers that 
this project is not part of the 
Town’s zoning bylaw. Many 
residents are concerned due 
to the State potentially hav-
ing a law where they can 
override the zoning bylaw 
in Oakham and would allow 

Moraga Energy Storage to be 
installed. 

S ta te  Represen ta t ive 
Donnie Berthiaume attend-
ed the open house and spoke 
with many Oakham resi-
dents to hear their concerns. 
Berthiaume said he received 
many emails from resi-
dents who had a lot of con-
cerns about Moraga Energy 
Storage and wanted to hear 
more during the open house. 
According to Representative 
Berthiaume, the biggest con-
cern addressed is the safety 
of the residents. 

Oakham Police Chief 
Frederick Gehring attended 
the open house and heard a 
few comments and said he 
is not in favor of the ener-
gy storage project. The open 
house truly showed what the 
Town and the residents desire 
and Moraga Energy Storage 
was not a desire. Gehring 
believes and with the com-
ments from many residents, 
that the storage facility 
would only bring “unneces-
sary danger.” 

The Police Chief also said 
he was approached by a lot 
of concerned citizens regard-
ing the lack of information 
they received about the 
project in the earlier stages 
prior to the open house. With 
this project, Chief Gehring 
believes that a project like 
this would not only impact 
the residents who live near 

the energy storage site, but 
the entire Town. Oakham has 
a population of 1,900 resi-
dents and many are not satis-
fied with the project and feel 
they have not been informed 
on everything up to this 
point. 

Various concerns from 
residents involve fire, health, 
security, pollution and flood-
ing. The Moraga Energy 
Storage project is close to the 
center of Oakham and is near 
the school. 

Select Board member 
Lucy Tessnau attended the 
open house to support the 
residents of Oakham and 
wanted to learn more about 
the project. Tessnau said 
the big question that every-
one was asking is how does 
Oakham benefit from this 
project. 

When asked what the 
next steps are for the proj-
ect, the developer would 
have to submit a proposal 
to the Planning Board to set 
up a public hearing. Tessnau 
believes many residents will 
speak in the public hearing 
and the Town Meeting to 
share their input. 

“Nothing will be kept 
from the residents of this 
Town,” Tessnau said. 

For more information on 
the Moraga Energy Storage 
project, visit www.mora-
gaenergystorage.com. 

OPEN HOUSE
continued from page 1

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago

The WooMany residents and town officials of Oakham attended the Open 
House and wanted clarification of what the project is and had addressed multi-
ple comments and concerns. 



April 3, 2025 • Barre Gazette • Page 7

Parents, Parents, 
GrandparentsGrandparents

& Friends& Friends
SPECIAL!SPECIAL!

We are offering a great deal for you to 
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Submit a photo and a brief message.
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DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 28th
EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
dflynn@turley.com

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 

Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS   •   24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069   •   413.283.8393

Honor Your Graduate
2 x 3 Advertisement

Congratulations
Karly Smith!
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College!

Love Dad. Mom & John

SAMPLE
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HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

CongratulationsCongratulations

SPECIAL $55.00Regular Price 
$76.00

This year, C4R is focus-
ing on creating a new section, 
the Lower Quaboag, spanning 
from Route 67 to Laviolette 
Park. This effort will be 
funded through a MassTrails 
grant. 

The new section will start 
at an old rest area on Route 
67, passing through to Water 
Street, then to Laviolette 
Park. Davies said they are 
working to secure permis-
sion from the Department 
of Transportation to install a 
kiosk at the Route 67 access 
point. 

Points of interest along 
this section include a former 
hydro dam, and Davies said 
more will be cataloged to be 
included on the trail map as 
the project develops. Points 
of interest can be historical, 
natural, or even cautionary. 

“This will connect what’s 
really paddle-able on the 
Quaboag,” Davies said of the 
new section.

Davies is joined on the 
watershed council by Jim 
Emerson of Wilbraham, who 
serves as the events coordi-
nator. Emerson has planned 
a number of paddling events 
meant to engage and connect 
people with these vital water-
ways. 

The first event of the year 
is scheduled for Saturday, 
April 19, at Indian Orchard 
and Putts for a clean-up fol-
lowed by a paddle on the 
Chicopee River. 

Others include Saturday, 
May 17, Lower Ware River; 
Saturday, June 14, Upper 
Quaboag; Sunday, July 20, 
Lower Quaboag in Palmer; 
Sunday, Aug. 17, Swift River 
in Belchertown; Saturday, 
Sept. 20, Upper Ware River; 
and Saturday, Oct. 11, Upper 
Chicopee. Details of these 
events will be posted on c4riv-
ers.org. 

Restoration efforts  to 
remove invasive water chest-
nuts continue at Oxford Marsh 
in Chicopee and Red Bridge 
in Ludlow. Clean-ups are 
scheduled at Oxford Marsh 
on June 7 from 12:30-4 p.m.; 
June 28 from 9 a.m.-noon; 
July 19 from 9 a.m.-noon and 
Aug. 16 from 9 a.m.-noon.

Davies  said the June 
removals  are  especia l ly 
important to keep the invasive 
plant’s spread in check. 

He said the seeds of the 
water chestnut are round with 
spikes (similar to a mace), and 
it’s speculated that they get 
caught in the feathers of geese 
and fall off in the water. The 
seeds can last in the mud for 
eight to 10 years. 

Davies said C4R is also 
working with the communities 
to provide basic river resto-
ration at sites, including trash 
removal. C4R also teams up 
with various Scout troops who 
are participating in the Scout 
Waterways Program. 

Davies and Emerson are 
also working to organize trail 
crews to act as stewards of 
Blue Trail access points and 
sections. 

“Being a trail steward is 
pretty basic,” Emerson said.

Duties of a trail steward 
includes looking for downed 
trees, checking portage areas, 
picking up trash, talking to 
Blue Trail users, taking photos 
and reporting findings back to 
C4R once a month. 

“It will get us a lot closer 
and communicate more,” he 
said. 

Davies and Emerson said 
they are also looking for peo-
ple to help them spread the 
vision of C4R.

“If you know someone 
who really likes these riv-
ers, let them know we exist,” 
Davies said. 

About C4R
Memberships and dona-

tions help C4R with resources 
for basic operations, including 
preparing events, creating and 
maintaining the Blue Trail, 
collecting samples, writing 
reports and performing com-
munity outreach.

C4R has  e s t ab l i shed 
a  nonprofi t  re lat ionship 
with the Connecticut River 
Conservancy, which holds 
and manages C4R funds for 
tax exempt purposes for all 
donors who want this cover-
age.

To become a member, 
visit c4rivers.org and click 
on “Membership/Support – 
C4R.”

For more information or 
to get involved, visit c4riv-
ers.org,  email  chicopee-
watershed@gmail.com or 
find Chicopee4Rivers on 
Facebook.

C4R
continued from page 1

Wednesdays for two hours to 
lear bicycle riding techniques 
at the Listening Wellness 
Center and to go on rides on 
local rial trails. The program 
runs May 27 through July 1. 
The parents will meet four 
of those weeks to experience 
hands on cooking methods 
and acquire new healthy rec-
ipes.

Voter turnout was only 
5.11% with only 176 res-
idents going to the polls 
Monday for the annual Barre 
Town Election. The total 
registered voter number was 
3,441 with 1,740 in precinct 
1 and 1,701 in precinct 2. Of 
the 176 voters that came out 
for the election, 104 from 
precinct 1 and 72 from pre-
cinct 2. The ballot had one 
question read, “Shall the 

town vote to have its elect-
ed Cemetery Commissioners 
become appointed Cemetery 
Commissioners by the Board 
of Selectmen?”  Ninety-six 
voters (55 precinct 1 and 41 
precinct 2) said yes and 73 
(44 precinct 1 and 29 pre-
cinct 2) said no.

25 years (April 6, 2000)
Under the advice of Town 

Counsel James Baird, the 
Barre Selectman called back 
to back executive session 
to finish off Monday nights 
meeting. The first  session 
held “to discuss violations 
and complaints brought 
against a public employ-
ee” included Baird, Wiring 
Inspector and the Board. The 
second session was held “to 
discuss potential ligation” 
and included Baird, Building 
Official and the board. 

Barre residents appeared 

before Selectmen Monday 
night to ask what rights res-
idents have in connection 
with the placement of cell 
towers. H e also questioned 
the zoning bylaws regard-
ing towers being located in 
residential areas. One resi-
dent said  a tower has been 
planned across the street 
from his home and several 
contractors have been on his 
property without requesting 
his permission. Balloon test-
ing has been done in sever-
al areas o town recently in 
anticipation of constructing 
cell towers. 

F ive  proposa ls  were 
received in response to a 
request for proposals for a 
senior center in Barre, select-
men said at Monday night’s 
meeting. The bidder and the 
property locations being con-
sidered include: Ellsworth 
Builders, land and a new 

building to be located just 
beyond 685 Valley Road; 
Central Plains Association, 
land and an existing build-
ing located at 57 Peach St,; 
Florence Hall Associates, 
land and an existing build-
ing located at 49 Main St; 
Waterwheel Realty, land and 
an existing building locat-
ed at 49 Main St. or land an 
existing building located at 
20 Mechanic St.

38 years (April 9, 1987)
Lt. Col. Paul Hanson, 

GWEN Program Director, 
said in an interview last 
week that the Air Forces will 
decide this month whether 
a tower will be replaced in 
Barre. Hanson said wsev-
eral other sites were being 
considered including one 
in South Amherst, which 
had prompted violent town 
opposition. Both Barre and 

Amherst  passed resolu-
tions in 1985 opposing the 
siting of a Ground Wave 
Emergency Network tower in 
their town.

Barre Selectmen voiced 
their opposition of a new 
bill being considered by 
Secretary of Finance and 
Administration Frank Keefe 
at their regular meeting on 
Monday, April 6. According 
to Selectman Chair  Earl 
Sample, Keefe has proposed 
that licenses and profession-
al fees be raised as a budget 
balancing measure. The pro-
ceeds would them go into the 
general fund. Sample noted 
that if the monies were to go 
into a specific fund, such as 
the highway fund be would 
give his support. However 
he said, he could not see 
clear to support a measure 
that did not allocate funds in 
a specific area. The Board 

voted in favor of writing to 
Senator Wetmore and State 
Representative Grenier to 
state their opposition.

Conserve Our Small Town 
attended a Conservation 
Commission dinner in force 
on Friday, March 27 where 
Governor Michael Dukakis 
was the keynote speaker. 
The dinner sponsored by the 
Massachusetts Association of 
Conservation Commissions, 
the Audubon Society, the 
Sierra Club and Friends of 
the Reservation, was held 
at the Marriott Hotel in 
Westboro. “I feel we were 
successful in delivering a 
message,” said COST mem-
ber Susan Reed. Members 
spoke to many Conservation 
Commissioners as well as the 
governor, handed out bro-
chures and bumper stickers 
and picketed the hotel.b

PAST PAGES
continued from page 4

Tri-Parish Church to hold Easter Services
T h e  T r i  P a r i s h 

Community Church will hold 
an Easter Sunrise Service on 
Sunday, April 20 at 5:45 a.m 
at East Quabbin Land Trust, 
120 Ridge Road, Hardwick.

Deacon Virginia Rich will 

led the service. All are wel-
come to attend and celebrate 
Easter.

T h e  T r i  P a r i s h 
Community Church will also 
hold an Easter worship ser-
vice led by Pastor Nathan 

Pederson on Sunday, April 
20 at 10 a.m. at the New 
Braintree Congregational 
Church, 3 Oakham Road, 
New Braintree.The church is 
handicapped accessible and 
all are welcome

HARDWICK – The East 
Quabbin Land Trust will host 
a Hiking 101 class and casual 
group hike on Saturday, April 
12 from 1-4 p.m. 

The event is tailored to 
adults and teenagers who are 
new to day hiking or who 
want to learn about practical 
considerations when out in 
nature. Hiking 101 will com-
prise an indoor discussion 
at EQLT’s office, located at 
120 Ridge Road, followed 
by a 1.5-mile hike with both 
gradual and steeper hills, 
at EQLT’s Mandell Hill 
Preserve, which is located a 
short distance from EQLT’s 
office. 

EQLT Steward, Chris 
Kiraly-Thomas, a recre-
ational hiker and Adirondack 
46er (she has climbed all 46 
Adirondack peaks over 4,000 
feet) who has also summit-
ed over 60 of New England’s 
4,000+ footers, will lead the 
class and the hike. 

Participants will learn 
about: choosing where to 

hike, appropriate gear and 
supplies, how to handle basic 
emergencies, what to do 
when encountering wildlife, 
weather preparedness, access 
to potable water and prop-
er hydration, leave no trace 
principles and more.

Attendees are encouraged 
to dress for the weather, wear 
sturdy shoes or boots, and 
bring water.

RSVP to atrevvett@eqlt.
org by April 9 if you would 
like to attend. 

About the East Quabbin 
Land Trust 

The East Quabbin Land 
Trust fosters a meaningful 
relationship with the natural 
world by conserving, con-
necting with and caring for 
the farmlands, woodlands and 
waters in the East Quabbin 
region of Massachusetts. 
EQLT works closely with 
community members to fos-
ter vibrant communities 
through engagement with the 
outdoors.

The work of EQLT is 

focused on the communi-
ties of Barre, Hardwick, 
Hubbardston, New Braintree, 
North Brookfield, Oakham, 
Petersham, Ware and West 
Brookfield. EQLT began in 
1994 motivated by concern 
for the loss of farmland and 
wildlife habitat to unplanned 
sprawl. 

By working cooperatively 
with property owners, gov-
ernment agencies, conserva-
tion groups and other land 
trusts, EQLT has permanently 
protected 7,000 acres of land. 
EQLT worked with members 
of the Petersham communi-
ty to purchase and lease The 
Country Store, revitalizing 
the heart of the town. 

Over the past two decades, 
the East Quabbin Land Trust 
has also purchased and 
opened 6.5 miles of former 
railroad corridor as part of 
the Mass Central Rail Trail 
in Hardwick, New Braintree 
and Ware, with another 1.5-
miles of rail trail slated for 
construction in 2025-26.  

EQLT to host Hiking 101 class
and group hike April 12
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Where is this?

Turley Publications Photo by Ellenor Downer

This week’s mystery photo is from Hardwick. If any readers know where 
this photo was taken, they may email edowner@turley.com or call the 
Barre Gazette at 413-967-3505, extension 100 with their answer by noon 
on Monday, April 7. Bill Bowles, Stephen Craven, Evelyn Luukko, Claire 
Bechan Norberg and Jeremy Varnum correctly identified the photo. The 
photo last week was of the bridge on Valley Road.

FRIDAY, APRIL 4

‘ALTER EGOS’ CONCERT with the 
Worcester Chamber Music Society will 
take place today at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, 
April 6 at 4 p.m. Todays concert will be at 
the Fitchburg Art Museum, 184 Elm St., 
Fitchburg in Shapiro Hall with a pre-con-
cert talk at 7 p.m. The April 6 concert will 
be held at 1 Gorham St. Worcester with a 
pre-concert talk at 3:30 p.m. Todays con-
cert is funded in part by the Fitchburg, 
Lancaster and Lunenburg Cultural Councils, 
local agencies funded by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, a state agency. Tickets are 
available by visiting https://worcestercham-
bermusic.org/alter-egos/ or by calling the 
WCMS office at 508-926-8624.    

SATURDAY, APRIL 5

DESIGNER PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
sponsored by Cradle Rock Chapter Order 
of Eastern Star will be held today from 
7:30-10:30 a.m. at Mt. Zion Lodge Hall, 71 
Pleasant St., Barre. People may design their 
specialty pancake. The menu includes pan-
cakes, sausage gravy with biscuits, bacon, 
sausage, juice and coffee. Cost is $9 per 
adult and $5 for children 6 and under. All 
are welcome.

PROGRAM ON REAL OR FAKE 
NEWS will be presented by Melody 
Friedenthal, Reference Librarian, at the 
Woods Memorial Library 19 Pleasant St., 
Barre today at 10:30 a.m. In today’s digital 
age, it’s more important than ever to under-
stand the source of the news and how to 
assess its accuracy. 

Participants will explore how to evaluate 
news sources and spot false claims. This 
free program will provide valuable tools to 
help determine if the information people are  
consuming is reliable, complete and up-to-
date,or if it is simply “fake news.” Online 
registration by visiting www.barrelibrary.org 
is requested, but not required.

SUNDAY, APRIL 6

BARRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
will host research historian Christie 
Higginbottom and Bruce Craven for a pre-
sentation on their book, “Finding William 
Lewis today at 3 p.m. at the Barre Town 
Hall, Exchange Street, Barre. Their book 
will be available for sale at the program or 
can be found online in advance. This story is 
a fascinating one, where numerous journals/
records were found just over the last decade, 
that were written and kept by William over 
his lifetime during the 1800s. Included 
in the story are details about William and 
wife Abby Lewis when they moved into 

a farm on West Street, Barre, on April 1, 
1861-almost exactly 164 years ago. This is 
a free program and an incredible story about 
the local history. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 8

HISTORY AT PLAY WITH JUDITH 
KALAORA will deliver today at 7 p.m. 
in the Rutland Public Library, 280 Main 
St., Rutlland (lower level), a dynamic per-
formance highlighting, Challenge: This 
pays homage to Christa McAuliffe, the 
United States’ Teacher in Space Program 
and the crew of the NASA space shuttle. 
Participants will journey through Christa’s 
life in this multimedia Immersive Living 
History Experience. Discover the true 
story behind the incredible educator, the 
American Pioneer and the international-
ly recognized heroine. Judith Kalaora is 
a professional educator, award-winning 
playwright, and living historian. This 
event sponsored by the Rutland Historical 
Society and Cultural Council is appropriate 
for all ages, is free and open to the public. 
Refreshments will follow the presentation.

SPECIAL PERFORMANCES FOR 
SCHOOL GROUPS of “Curious George, 

The Golden Meatball” will be held at 
Theatre at the Mount, 444 Green St., 
Gardner today at 10 a.m.; Wednesday, April 
9 at 10 a.m. (already sold out); Thursday, 
April 10 and Friday, April 11 at 9:30 a.m. 
and noon. All seats are $10. To book a 
school group, people should email Paul at 
box-office@mwcc.mass.edu or call 978-
630-9388.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9

FOAM ROLLER AND TRIGGER 
POINT BALL WORKSHOP will be 
held today from 6-7:30 p.m. at  Listening 
Wellness Center, 35 South St., Barre. Cost 
is $35. Dive into the world of self-myofas-
cial release in this hands-on workshop, per-
fect for improving muscle recovery, reduc-
ing tension and enhancing overall mobility. 
Participants will learn how to effectively 
use foam rollers and trigger point balls to 
release tight muscles and fascia, promoting 
better movement and potentially alleviat-
ing pain. Register at https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/foam-roller-trigger-point-ball-work-
shop-tickets-1228514703549?aff=oddtdt-
creator or call Listening Wellness Center at 
978-355-3501 for more information.

THURSDAY, APRIL 10 

PRESERVING THE RULE OF LAW – 
supporting and protecting a fair and impar-
tial judiciary’ will be present today at 6 
p.m.by the Honorable William J. Ritter, 
Associate Justice of the state Superior Court 
and member of the Massachusetts Judicial 
Speakers Bureau. He will be the Woods 
Memorial Library, 19 Pleasant St., Barre to 
give this talk. This presentation is free and 
open to the public; all are invited to attend.  

SATURDAY, APRIL 12 

BARRE WINTER MARKET located in 
the Barre Town Hall, 2 Exchange St., Barre 
will take place today from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
This is the last one of the season and the 
third year of the market. Local crafters and 
farmers sell their crafts and products. For 
more information, people may email rebell-
bathandbeyond@gmail or call Celia at 978-
355-0139.

FRIENDS OF PAIGE LIBRARY SEED 
AND BAKE SALE will be held today 
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Paige Memorial 
Library 87 Petersham Road, Hardwick. 
People may buy home baked goodies and 
choose some seeds for their garden. They 
will learn tips on seed starting and growing 
with special guest Paulina Borrego, UMass 
Science and Engineering Librarian, Mass 
Aggie Seed Librarian and the Common 
Seed program teaching gardening and seed 
saving. Children are welcome and can visit 
with the Easter Bunny and make a craft. 
People may email Director.paigelibrary@
gmail.com or call 413-477-6704 for more 
information.

SUNDAY, APRIL 13

Calendar Policy
POLICY: Our calendar section is 

intended to promote “free” events or 
ones hat directly affect a volunteer-driv-
en organization that benefits the com-
munity. Paid events that are not deemed 
fund-raisers or benefits do not quali-
fy. Non-charitable events that charge 
the public to enter are not allowed as 
we consider that paid advertising. The 
deadline to submit calendar items in 
the mail, by fax, or emailed in Word 
document format is Monday at noon 
or sooner. We usually print one week 
in advance of an event, and the listings 
should be brief, with only time, date, 
location, brief activity explanation and 
contact information. 

the husks are brown. Then 
the ears will be harvest-
ed, shucked and dried some 
more. I have seen people 
remove the kernels first by 
using a blunt instrument such 
as the back of a spoon to start 
the kernels moving, then it 
looks somewhat easy to get 
the rest to push off.  

Another fun thing to try, 
just to say I did it.  

If you are growing sweet 
corn in your garden be sure 
to time these apart from one 
another, so that cross polli-
nation won’t taint the taste of 
your sweet corn.

I was really hoping that 
the climbing zucchini would 
sprout in my test pack. It took 
a bit, but they finally did and 
therefore they will be added 
to my garden this spring. 

This variety, known as 
“Incredible Escalator” has a 
vertical habit. Funny enough, 
there are all sorts of videos 
online about training zukes to 
grow upright, but this variety 
seems particularly suited to 
upward mobility.   

Zucchini are not true 
“twining” plants, however, 
so they will need to be tied 
to a strong trellis or stake to 
maintain their vertical nature. 
Because the plant is off the 
ground, there appears to be 
improved disease resistance, 
too.  

Stay tuned as to whether 

this zucchini lives up to the 
hype in terms of productivity 
and increased vigor.

Last on my list is Mouse 
Melon.  I saw these for 
the very first time at the 
Hardwick Fair in 2022, hence 
my purchase. Also known as 
Mexican Sour Gherkin, these 
fruits grow to about the size 
of a grape, but tase some-
where between a cucumber 
and a watermelon, growing 
more sour as they mature.  

The seeds were tiny, not 
what I expected at all and 
only half of what I planted 
came up, so I will definitely 
be sowing double the normal 
rate. The vine grows long – 
upwards of 10 feet, so be sure 
to trellis to make the best use 
of space.  

I know little more than 
you do about this one, but I 
can’t wait to try it out. Will 
it remain a curiosity or will 
Mouse Melon become a regu-
lar? Will any of these?  

We’ll have to wait to find 
out!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

GARDEN
continued from page 5

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware
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Sprints are a regular part of pre-
season.

Pathfinder baseball gears up
for regular season

Djauan O’Dean hits in the 
cage at practice.

The Pioneers are gearing up for the regular season this week.

The Pioneers run through drills.

PALMER – 
The Pathfinder 
basebal l  team 
worked out last 
week in order to 
get ready for the 
regular season. 
T h e  P i o n e e r s 
were scheduled 
to get going on 
M o n d a y.  T h e 
P ioneers  nex t 
game is at Smith 
Vocat ional  on 
Thursday, April 3 
at 4 p.m.

Boys lacrosse defeated    
  in season opener

B r e n n a n  P e t e r s o n 
surveys the field.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Anthony Arventos tries to get around a defender.

M O N S O N  –  L a s t 
T h u r s d a y  a f t e r n o o n , 
Monson High School boys 
lacrosse was defeated by 
Hoosac Valley in the sea-
son opener for both teams. 
The Mustangs, which have 
co-oped with Pathfinder 
Tech for the past few years, 

managed just a single goal 
in the 12-1 defeat.

 The Mustangs were 
scheduled to face Lenox 
and Mt. Greylock earlier 
this week, and are back in 
action on Tuesday, April 8 
at home against Granby at 
5 p.m.

Ethan Mooney looks 
around for an open 
teammate.Dominic Menard is pushed by an opposing player.

BARRE – The weather in early April 
is always tough for baseball and softball. 
But the Quabbin Regional High School 
baseball team used it to their advantage 
as their matchup with Quaboag had to 
be shifted to a home game due to poor 
field conditions in Warren. The Panthers 
enjoyed their home field as they put 
up six runs in the first inning and rode 
that to a 14-1 win over the Cougars 
Tuesday afternoon. The 1-0 Panthers face 
Oakmont at home on Friday, April 4.

Panthers win big in opener

Adam Adams takes his lead off 
second base.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Sam Morgan crosses home plate on a base hit.

Finn Leander delivers a pitch to the plate.

B A R R E  –  O n 
a  windy,  but  very 
s u n n y  a f t e r n o o n 
Tuesday,  Quabb in 
softball picked up a 
win over  Quaboag 
9-4. 

It was the season 
opener for both team 
a n d  t h e  Pa n t h e r s 
r o d e  n ew  p i t c h e r 
Abby Rogowski to 
the win. 

Quabbin will host 
Oakmont on Friday, 
April 4 at 3:30 p.m.

 Quabbin softball 
defeats Quaboag

Jennavacia Roseberry swing and connects for the 
Panthers.

Elijah Flint frames up a pitch.

Zander Auffrey makes a play during inside 
practice. Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Turley photos by
Gregory A. Scibelli

Carly Beaton 
makes a throw 

to first.

Pitcher Abby Rogowski sends 
an offering to the plate.Ju-Ju Guilderson frames up a pitch 

behind the plate.

Aiden Lapointe swings 
and connects.
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TOWN OF BARRE

Cemetery Clerk
The Town of Barre is seeking qualified applicants for 

the part-time position of Cemetery Clerk. This position 
is approximately 10 hours per week and the minimum 
hourly rate is $15.00/hour and the maximum hourly 
rate is $18.02/hour.  A full job description is available 
upon request. Applicants must have HS Diploma 
or GED, with a minimum of two to three years’ 
experience in office setting, or equivalent combination 
of education and experience.  

Interested applicants should submit a letter  
of interest to: Tammy Martin, Town Administrator,  
40 West Street, Suite 697, Barre MA 01005 or  
townadmin@townofbarre.com. For further information, 
please contact the Board of Selectmen’s Office at 
(978) 355-2504 x135.  A.A. / E.O.E.

Sports In the Classroom

Officials, community members, 
students ‘lobby’ legislators

From the Desk of 
Colleen Mucha, 
Superintendent of 
Quabbin Regional 
School District

When Governor Maura 
Healey’s budget was released 
both  Quabbin  Regiona l 
School District officials and 
member community officials 
were concerned.  

As a school district that 
is regional, rural and in hold 
harmless status the district 
officials worry that State Aid 
is supporting less over time. 
In FY02 State Aid supported 
64.8% of the QRSD budget 
and as projected for FY26 
State Aid would only support 
45% of the QRSD budget. 
This has put a greater burden 
on our towns and the district 
to pull from reserves or other 
limited revenue sources to 
fund the school budget.

Recen t ly,  the  schoo l 
had  the  oppor tuni ty  to 
“lobby” local legislators - 
Senator Peter Durant and 
R e p r e s e n t a t ive  D o n a l d 
Berthiaume on Friday,  March 
21. The legislators joined an 
informative session that was 
attended by Quabbin Regional 
School District town officials, 
parents, students, administra-
tors and staff.  

Everyone reviewed  trends 
and data regarding funding for 
school districts. Legislators 
heard directly from our stu-
dents about what it means for 
them to bear Quabbin student 
and,  most importantly, what 
they are concerned about in 
regards to funding.  

Noah Miett  expressed 
that he feels that all students 
regardless of where they 
live should have the same 
opportunities and access to 
be successful after gradu-
ation. Hunter Labier shared 
that being a Quabbin student 
has opened up his opportu-
nities and he has found great 
success by being able to 
participate in programs like 
NJROTC.  Hunter indicat-
ed the need for our district 
to continue to offer multiple 
opportunities so that all stu-
dents can find their passion. 

On Monday, March 24, 
2025, QRSD traveled out to 
UMASS, Amherst to attend 
the Ways and Means Hearing. 
Eighteen adults ,  includ-
ing select board and fin com 
members, school committee 

members, teachers, adminis-
trators and staff, were in atten-
dance, as well as 30 students 
from grades 9 - 12.  

On the bus ride to the ses-
sion, students asked really 
great questions and wanted 
to learn more.  The district 
brought with them over 50 let-
ters from students that told of 
their experiences and desire 
for increased state funding.  

S e v e r a l  l e g i s l a t o r s 
remarked on how respectful 
the students behaved and how 
impressed they were by their 
questions and understanding. 
This was a wonderful learn-
ing experience for everyone 
involved and we are thankful 
that we could participate.

It is important to note that 
QRSD has been taking a care-
ful look at our budget and has 
had to make some reductions 
in force in recent years. We 
make hard decisions and we 
prioritize  reductions that will 
have the least impact on stu-
dent learning. We are commit-
ted to offering our students an 
educational experience that is 
focused on academics, sup-
ports students’ social & emo-
tional well-being, and results 
in students who are happy and 
thriving. 

You may be wondering:
What Action Steps have we 

taken to create efficiencies, 
improve educational quality & 
capacity, 

and build a more sustain-
able future?

Use of Rural School  Aid 
to purchase vans resulting in 
cost savings: used for athlet-
ics, field trips, Post Grad pro-
gram, internships, PD, clubs/
activities etc.

Use of ESSER funding to 
expand Pre-K programming: 
4 locations (fill first with stu-
dents from the “home” school 
and allow students from our 
other district towns to attend 
by filling any additional open-
ings) this includes 1 full day 
program

Development of special 
programs to maintain students 
in our own district: Language 
Based Program, Alternative 
Lea rn ing  Program,  MS 
Therapeutic Program

Offer other districts to tui-
tion students into our special-
ized programs where open-
ings are available: SOAR - all 
levels/autism program, Life 
Skills program - all levels, 
Therapeutic program - all lev-
els, Post Grad program

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f 
I n n ova t i o n  Pa t h wa y s  : 
B u s i n e s s ,  I n f o r m a t i o n 
T e c h n o l o g y ,  a n d 
Manufacturing. Students gain 
valuable work experience, real 
world learning, and certifica-
tions. 

Identifying high school 
courses that can be used to 
fulfill multiple pathways and 
credits

Participate in “Co-op” 
Athletic programs to allow 
QRSD students greater oppor-
tunities: Ice Hockey and Swim 

We will continue to advo-
cate for increased state fund-
ing and should you have any 
questions, please do not hes-
itate to reach out to Colleen 
Mucha, Superintendent of 
Schools, Quabbin Regional 
School District cmucha@
qrsd.org. 

Submitted photo

A group representing Quabbin Regional School 
District attended the State Ways and Means hearing 
held at UMass in Amherst.

Quabbin League holding open practice 
for new players this weekend

The Quabbin Val ley 
Over-28 Baseball League is 
looking to infuse new talent 
into its league for the 2025 
season.

The league is looking for 
at least six more players to 
sign up to play in the league 
this year.

Coming up this Sunday, 
April 6, practice will be held 
at Beachgrounds Park in 
South Hadley and are weath-
er-permitting. Both practices 
will begin at 10 a.m. and fol-
lowing the April 6 practice, 
new players will be drafted 
to teams in the league as the 
league works to fill its open 

roster spots.
Registration for the 2025 

season is now open and any 
interested players can go to 
www.quabbinvalleybaseball.
org to get registered, or to 
seek more information or 
make inquiries about the 
league. The league website 
will also be updated over the 
next month with information 
about the upcoming season.

There are many open 
roster spots available in the 
league for the 2025 season, 
which is tentatively sched-
uled to begin on Sunday, 
April 27. The league plays 
most Sunday from late 

April through mid-August 
with playoffs following that. 
The league plays a 15-game 
schedule and typically fields 
six teams each year. Games 
are usually played at 10 a.m. 
with fields in Easthampton 
and South Hadley normally 
used.

The Quabbin Val ley 
league is an all-abilities 
league and all are welcome 
to join. Eligibility is play-
ers who are age 28 and over. 
You must be 30 to be eli-
gible to pitch in the league. 
Your age for eligibility is 
whatever age you will turn 
in 2025. 

SEND US YOUR SPORTS PHOTOS
Have you taken photos at a local sports event 
and want to see them published in this paper? 

Email your image(s) with description to:
sports@turley.com

Two late goals help T-Birds 
stun Bruins

P R O V I D E N C E , 
R.I.  — The  Springfield 
Thunderbirds (33-26-2-
4) stunned the Providence 
Bruins (36-22-4-3) with two 
goals in the final 90 seconds 
to pick up an astonishing 3-2 
win on Sunday inside Amica 
Mutual Pavilion. The victory 
shaves Springfield’s magic 
number to just 4 in pursuit of 
a Calder Cup playoff berth.

The starting goaltenders 
had a busy first stanza on 
this Sunday, as the T-Birds 
were quick to test Brandon 
Bussi with 18 first-period 
attempts, while the Bruins 
pressed the gas for 11 shots 
on Vadim Zherenko.

Springfield broke the 
ice first when MacKenzie 
MacEachern, fresh off of 
being robbed by Bussi on 
the prior sequence, chopped 
a rebound over Bussi’s pad 
at the net front following 
a point slapper by Nikita 
Alexandrov. MacEachern’s 
third goal in as many games 
made it 1-0 for the visitors 
at 13:12.

In a penalty-free period, 
one of the T-Birds’ few mis-
cues wound up costing them 
their lead in the final minute 
when Tyler Pitlick blocked 
a point shot and raced in on 
a breakaway before beating 
Zherenko over the blocker to 
even the slate, 1-1.

Zherenko needed to be 
at his best in the middle 
period as the Bruins out-
paced Springfield on the 
shot board by a 13-4 mar-
gin. The third-year netmind-
er made his best stop of the 
frame in stonewalling Oliver 
Wahlstrom on a break-
away in the back half of the 
period. Springfield got the 
game’s first power play at 
4:45 of the second, but the 
Bruins had the best scoring 
chances, including a 2-on-
1 shorthanded, but Fraser 
Minten missed the target on 
a left-circle attempt.

In the final minute, the 
T-Birds found themselves 
hemmed in their own end, 
but Zherenko was there to 
save the day with back-to-
back saves on Brett Harrison 
at point-blank range to get 
the game into the third peri-
od deadlocked.

Springfield finally took 
its first two penalties in the 
opening half of the third, 
and on the Bruins’ sec-
ond power play, the home 
team gained its first lead 
of the night when Matthew 
Poitras cleaned up a Georgii 
Merkulov  rebound off 
Zherenko’s right pad to 
make it a 2-1 game at 7:16 
of the third.

The T-Birds struggled to 
regain its first-period form, 

as they had managed just 
seven shots over roughly 
35 minutes from the start of 
the second. However, when 
it mattered most, and with 
Zherenko on the bench for 
an extra skater, Alexandrov 
took it upon himself to turn 
the game around. It began 
when he raced through neu-
tral ice and cut to the slot 
off his right-wing side. 
After his initial shot was 
blocked, Alexandrov fol-
lowed through on the sec-
ond chance to put the puck 
behind Bussi, tying the 
game with 1:24 remaining. 

The star winger was far 
from finished, though. With 
time dwindling on regu-
lation, Alexandrov won 
a puck battle on the left-
wing boards and moved 
to the front of the net after 
the puck got to Leo Loof 
at  the left  point.  Loof 
flipped the puck into traffic, 
where Alexandrov deflect-
ed it across his body and 
under Bussi’s legs, giving 
Springfield the 3-2 lead with 
just 18.6 seconds left. 

The Bruins never recov-
ered, and Alexandrov’s 20th 
and 21st goals of the year 
proved to be the difference. 
Zherenko finished a fantas-
tic night of his own with 35 
saves, including 12 in the 
final period.

Valley Wheel tryouts set for next month
Players looking to join 

the Valley Wheel Over-
28 Baseball League can 
attend the tryouts beginning 
Sunday April 6. The time 
and location of the tryout is 
to be determined.

T h e  l e a g u e ,  w h i c h 
plays its games in Western 
Massachusetts and Northern 
Connecticut, makes sure that 
everyone gets a fair share of 
the action. Everyone plays a 
minimum of 4 innings in the 
field, and everyone bats. The 
league follows MLB rules 

with some modified rules 
adapted with safety in mind. 

The Valley Wheel stands 
apart from other leagues 
across the country for this 
reason:

Their league charter and 
one of their main goals, is to 
work toward having a league 
with teams of equal strength. 

The league is now seek-
ing new players to fill open 
roster slots.  Enjoy the com-
petition and camaraderie 
with a great group of guys 
who enjoy the game as much 

as you do.  Stay in shape and 
make new friends.  Be part 
of something that happens 
once a year, and with luck, 
win a championship that 
might be once in a lifetime.  
Grab your glove and cleats 
and join a team for a great 
adventure. It’s not too late 
don’t miss out; opening day 
is just around the corner. For 
more information, contact 
Jim Nason at 413-433-4308 
or visit the website www.
ValleyWheelBaseball.org

Follow Turley Sports on Instagram
Turley Publications sports depart-

ment has recently joined Instagram. You 
can find our account by searching “tur-
leysports.” We will regularly feature sam-
ples of photos that you will see in our 
publications on a weekly basis. Please fol-

low and share with your friends and loved 
ones. We will be featuring photos from all 
11 of our sports sections, but as always, 
you can see all the photos that appear by 
subscribing to your local paper or picking 
up a copy in your community.

Colleges and universities announce
President’s and Dean’s lists

PRESIDENT’S LIST
Champlain College

Burlington, Vermont
M a d i s y n  K a i j a l a  o f 

Hubbardston

DEAN’S LIST
College of the Holy Cross

Worcester
M a t t i s o n  A l b a n o  o f 

Oakham, class of 2025
Jenna Dupell of North 

Brookfield, class of 2026
Benjamin King of Rutland, 

class of 2028
Jorji LaViolette of Barre, 

class of 2026
Samantha Shea of Rutland, 

class of 2027

Zoe Yanco of Rutland, 
class of 2025

Emmanuel College
Boston

Chris t ian  Porcaro  of 
Rutland, history and second-
ary education, major

Brighid Kirton of Rutland, 
liberal studies and elementary 
education major

Jacqueline Marcinkiewicz 
of Hubbardston, finance 
major

Grace Talbot of Hardwick, 
psychology major

Goodwin University
East Hartford, Connecticut

Cassandra Waugh of New 
Braintree

Salve Regina University
Newport, Rhode Island
Anya Kelley of Rutland
Seton Hall University

South Orange, New Jersey
Skyler Rudinski of New 

Braintree
Siena College

Loudonville, New York
E m i l y  M a r r o n e  o f 

Hardwick
University of Tampa

Tampa, Florida
Declan Cady of Rutland, 

junior majoring in cyberse-
curity

Emily Kupstas of Rutland, 
sophomore majoring in adver-
tising and public relations



April 3, 2025 • Barre Gazette • Page 11

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Barre Gazette
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NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Hubbardston Police Log
Sunday, March 16

2:29 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Gardner Road, Officer Spoke to 
Party

Monday, March 17
10:09 a.m. Court  Duty, 

Gardner District Court, Court 
Duty

11:19 a.m. Public Assist, 
Kruse Road, Public Assist

7 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Dana Road, Arrest(s) 
Made

Arrest Perkins, Robert C. Jr., 
37, Barre

Charges Operating Under 
the  In f luence ,  OR .08%, 
Negligent Operation of Motor 
Vehicle, License Suspended, 
Operating Motor Vehicle With

11 : 3 6  p . m .  A n i m a l  – 
Wildlife, New Templeton Road, 
Information Given

Tuesday, March 18
12:34 p.m. Erratic Operator, 

South Street, Negative Contact
2 : 0 4  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 

Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Madison Way, 
Transported to Hospital

4:12 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Gardner Road, Public Assist

4:32 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 

Disabled, New Templeton Road, 
Public Assist

4:42 p.m. Assist Other Police 
Department, Gardner, No Police 
Service Necessary

5:28 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Gardner Road, Written 
Warning

Wednesday, March 19
1 : 0 7  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 

Medical Service –  Seizures, 
Madison Way, No Transport 
Required

2 : 5 7  p . m .  C o m p l a i n t , 
Pitcherville Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

6:07 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
New Templeton Road, Negative 
Contact

11 :58  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Falls, Public 
Assist

Thursday, March 20
11:09  a .m.  Emergency 

Medical Service – Breathing 
D i f f i cu l t y,  B i r ches  Road , 
Transported to Hospital

1 : 1 0  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Streeter Road, 
Transported to Hospital

1:24 p.m. Animal – Lost 
and/or Found, Gardner Road, 
Information

3:52 p.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, Williamsville 
Road, Report Filed

Friday, March 21
12:08 a.m. Disturbance/

Disorderly,  Main Street, Officer 
Spoke to Party

4:42 a.m. Fire – Structure 
F i res ,  Ma in  S t ree t ,  F i r e 
Extinguished

7:44 a .m.  Road/Tra f f i c 
Hazard, Williamsville Road, 
Message Delivered

4:35 p.m Missing Person, Mt. 
Jefferson Road, Located Found

6 : 2 0  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Bleeding 
(Non-Traumatic) ,  Burnshir t 
Road, No Transport Needed

Saturday, March 22
8:06 a.m. Fire – Motor 

Motor Vehicle Collision, New 
Temple ton  Road,  Veh ic le 
Removed

11:03 a.m. ACO Lost and 
Found, Wildlife, Main Street, 
Returned to Family/Guardian

6:14 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Pitcherville 
Road, Officer Spoke to Party

7  p . m .  F o l l o w - U p 
Investigation, Pitcherville Road, 
No Action Required

Hardwick Police Log
During the week of March 

24-31,  the  Hardwick /New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 57 building/prop-
erty checks, 63 directed/area 
patrols, four radar assignments, 
three traffic controls, 12 emer-
gency 911 calls, three citizen 
assists, three assist other agen-
cies, two complaints, one miss-
ing person, one harassment, 
one safety hazard, two motor 
vehicle investigations, two ani-
mal calls and 12 motor vehicle 
stops in the town of Hardwick.

Monday, March 24
2 : 5 1  p . m .  M e d i c a l 

Emergency,  Church Lane, 
Services Rendered

5:34 p.m. Missing Person, 
Lower Road, Call Canceled

9:15 p.m. Fire Alarm, Old 
Petersham Road, Investigated

Tuesday, March 25
8:37 a.m. Assist  Other 

Agency,  Ha rdw ick  Road , 
Services Rendered

9:41 a.m.  911 Medica l 
Emergency, Off Ruggles Street, 
Transported to Hospital

1 :55 p.m.  911 Medica l 
Emergency, Hardwick Road, 
Transported to Hospital

4:04 p.m. Assist  Other 
Agency, Main Street, Officer 

Handled
4:48 p.m. Complaint/Motor 

Vehicle Operat ions, Lower 
Road, Could not Locate

Wednesday, March 26
3:43 a.m.  911 Medica l 

Emergency Br idge Street , 
Transported to Hospital

7 :44 a.m.  911 Medica l 
Emergency,  Church Lane, 
Transported to Hospital

11:21 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Lower Road, Spoken To

12 p.m. Assist  Ci t izen, 
Wheelwright Area, Spoken To

12:01  p .m.  Susp ic ious 
A c t i v i t y ,  L o w e r  R o a d , 
Investigated

12:19 p.m. 911 Utility Issues, 
Prospect Street, Taken/Referred 
to Other Agency

4:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Lower Road, Citation 
Issued

5:13 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

6:09 p.m. 911 Hang-up/
Abandoned, Barre Road, Officer 
Handled

Thursday, March 27
5:25 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Barre Road, Writ ten 
Warning

8:08 a.m.  911 Medica l 

Emergency, Hardwick Road, 
Transported to Hospital

3:28 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
Pe te rsham Road,  Of f i ce r 
Handled

5:05 p.m.  911 Medica l 
Emergency,  Church Lane, 
Transported to Hospital

9:51 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Investigation, Lower Road, 
Investigated

Friday, March 28
12:11 p.m. Assist Other 

Agency, Main Street, Dispatch 
Handled

3:02 p.m. Complaint/Motor 
Vehicle Operations, Main Street, 
Unfounded

5:10 p.m. 911 Disturbance, 
Hardwick Road, Officer Handled

9:07 p.m. Harassment, Broad 
Street, Spoken To

Saturday, March 29
4:17 a.m.  911 Medica l 

Emergency, Jackson Road, 
Transported to Hospital

5:30 a.m. 911 Disturbance, 
Hardwick Road, Arrest(s) Made

1:23 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Main Street, Services Rendered

7:27 p.m. Welfare Check, 
Lower Road, Officer Handled

9:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Invest igat ion, Main Street, 
Investigated

Local pastors offer sermons
Holy Week 

Preparations

Holy Week is nearly upon 
us. 

Holy Week-comprised pri-
marily of Palm Sunday, Good 
Friday and Easter  commem-
orates key moments from the 
final days of Jesus’ life and 
ministry. In this edition, I 
would challenge you to pre-
pare for so sacred a season 
by doing one or more of the 
following: 

1) Study the Happenings
 of Holy Week
It is impossible to exag-

gerate the significance of hap-
penings like Palm Sunday, 
Good Friday and Easter. The 
final week of Christ’s life 
changed the world for time 
and eternity. Thus said, why 
not take time to review key 
moments of His final week? 
For your convenience, I have 
provided the following links 
to trusted online resources: 

https://www.gotquestions.
org/Passion-Week.html

https://bible.org/article/
chronology-synopsis-pas-
sion-week

https://www.crosswalk.
com/special-coverage/easter/
what-is-holy-week.html  

2)  Consider  Personal 
Applications 

Point 1 above challeng-
es you to spend time in the 
Word. Point 2 challenges 
you to find an application for 
what you may read. You must 
understand that the events 
of Holy Week are to possess 
ongoing impact in daily life 
and living. Thus said, it is of 
benefit to wrestle with ques-
tions like the following: 

How does the declaration 
of Jesus’ kingship on Palm 
Sunday manifest in your life 
today? In what way(s) do you 
know Christ as both Savior 
and Lord? To what degree is 
your life marked by submis-
sion to Him and His teaching?

How does the sacrifi-
cial death of Christ on Good 
Friday impact your life? Have 
you placed your faith in Him 
and His finished work or are 
you trusting in someone or 
something else for eternal 
life? Are the things you are 
living for worth Him dying 
for?

How does Jesus’ victory 
over death, hell and the grave 
on Easter affect you in 2025 
and beyond? Do you know 
Jesus as merely a religious 
icon or as the Risen One who 
is alive, well and enduring 
through all seasons and cir-
cumstances? 

3) Memorize Moving
 Passages
The opening points chal-

lenged you to spend time in 
the Word and consider the 
applications thereof. Why 
not commit select portions 
of Scripture to memory? As 
you read and reflect, look for 
those texts that resonate or 
speak to your heart. Meditate 
upon them and commit them 
to memory. You will never 
regret hiding the Word of God 
in your heart! Feel free to 
start with the following text: 

Acts 2:24 (NIV)
24 . . . God raised him 

[Jesus] from the dead, freeing 
him from the agony of death, 
because it was impossible for 
death to keep its hold on him.

4) Participate in Local 
Church Services

Community churches will 
certainly spotlight the events 
of the Passion Week, as this is 
the most sacred season in the 
whole of Christendom. Have 
you ever considered join-
ing a nearby assembly for a 
Palm Sunday, Good Friday or 
Easter gathering? If not, why 
not? I am sure they would 
love to have you. I know we 
would.

If you would like to join 
us at New Life (i.e., either 
in-person or online), our ser-
vice information is provided 
on our church website: www.
NewLifeBarre.org. You can 
also contact me directly using 
the number at the conclusion 
of this publication. 

5)  Share Chris t  with 

Others
Holy Week reminds us of 

the good news of Christ’s sav-
ing work on our behalf. What 
do we typically do with good 
news? We share it with oth-
ers! This Easter season, tell 
someone of the death and res-
urrection of Jesus. Let us not 
hide what He has done-let us 
proclaim it to the ends of the 
earth. May we embrace the 
mindset of the apostle Paul, 
who penned the following 
centuries ago: 

Colossians 1:28-29
28 He [i.e., Christ] is the 

one we proclaim, admonish-
ing and teaching everyone 
with all wisdom, so that we 
may present everyone fully 
mature in Christ. 29 To this 
end I strenuously contend 
with all the energy Christ so 
powerfully works in me.

Thank you for taking the 
time to read this publication. 
Should you have any com-
ments or questions, feel free 
to contact me at your conve-
nience using the information 
below. 

Also, feel free to check 
us  out  onl ine  a t  www.
NewLifeBarre.org or visit us 
each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. We 
hope to see you soon.

Pastor James Foley
New Life Assembly of God
60 Main St. South Barre
jamesfoley
@newlifebarre.org
978-355-6407

Fourth Sunday 
in Lent

“Christ taught us how 
to forgive.”

Scripture Reading: Luke 
15 v 1-3, 11b – 32 and II 
Corinthians 5 v 17 - 19
I. Introduction
To forgive those who have 

done us wrong is not the easi-
est thing to do. 

Sometimes situations are 
so upsetting that we choose 
to walk away and stay apart, 
unable to reconcile or find 
peace. These situations hap-
pen in our homes, with our 
extended families, our neigh-
bors, our friends, workplac-
es and in the broader society. 
It can be tough to overcome 
hurtful situations and reach 
out to those who hurt us. 
Even if we wish to forget, 
there will always be a trigger 
that reminds us of what hap-
pened. During Lent, the story 
of the prodigal son illustrates 
Christ’s teaching on the pro-
found power of forgiveness. 
Despite the challenges for-
giveness may entail, its trans-
formative impact remains sig-
nificant.

II. My Personal 
Experience
Yesterday, while running 

errands, I thought about our 
theme for this morning and 
my sermon I was writing. I 
was unprepared for what hap-
pened next at a small store 
we frequent. The store owner 
treated me very poorly, rais-
ing her voice at me when I 
made a specific request for 
what I needed. The situation 
was quite distressing and 
embarrassing, and I addressed 
her regarding the inappro-
priate way she was treating 
me. The situation deteriorated 
when she persisted in display-
ing a lack of respect. I stood 
there in shock, and in a soft 
voice told her that I would not 
allow her to treat me this way, 
and that we had been coming 
to the store for such a long 
time. She then realized what 
she did and apologized pro-
fusely. I left, upset, shocked, 
and very mad. Back home I 
sat at the kitchen table and 
prayed for guidance and tried 
to recover from this ordeal. 
How do I preach about for-
giveness tomorrow while 
dealing with so much hurt 
and anger? Something told 
me to call the store. I believe 
God’s Holy Spirit spoke to 
me in that moment. I was told 
that she had left and would be 
back later.

Later she called me back, 
and I used the opportunity 

again to tell her how distress-
ing her behavior was, but that 
I needed to speak to her, to 
let her know that that kind of 
behavior is not acceptable and 
hoped for something better to 
come out of this horrible situ-
ation. She was stunned by me 
reaching out to her, and with 
genuine remorse, apologized 
again. I listened to her as she 
was telling me how she felt; 
that she was ashamed of her-
self for what she had done. 
She left the store and went 
for a walk to reflect on her 
actions towards this person. 
She then expressed her grat-
itude to me, saying, “I great-
ly appreciate your willing-
ness to contact me after my 
actions. You have bestowed 
upon me a significant gift 
that I will forever remember. 
You have provided me with 
a chance to rectify what I did 
wrong.” Her response gave 
me an opportunity to tell her 
who I am, that I am a pas-
tor and a mediator, and that, 
even though I was upset and 
hurt, I could not leave this sit-
uation unresolved. I shared 
with her how important it is 
for me that we respect one 
another, to talk and under-
stand one another and that 
forgiveness is part of my life 
story. We talked about my 
story of forgiveness back in 
South Africa, how I learned to 
forgive those who oppressed 
me during apartheid and how 
my parents raised us to love 
and show care for others. We 
talked and talked about differ-
ent things and about our lives, 
our backgrounds, the strug-
gles we are going through 
and the issues of today. We 
said goodbye, feeling so 
relieved and restored and she 
expressed how filled with 
hope she was at that moment. 
I too felt the same way.

III. The Forgiveness that 
Christ taught us

What is it that Christ is 
teaching us in this parable of 
the prodigal son, dear mem-
bers and friends of Barre 
Congregational  Church? 
Why did this father have so 
much grace and mercy for his 
younger son who left him, 
forgot about him and squan-
dered his money? He could 
have shunned him, sent him 
back from where he came 
from, but he did not. Why? 
Why did the younger son feel 
he could return to his father’s 
house after leaving him and 
his brother to struggle on 
their own and live a life that 
was an embarrassment to his 
family? What was this father 
demonstrating to his older 
son? How did he deal with 
his anger about celebrating a 
brother who abandoned him 
to do all the work at home? 
These are real questions we 
must ask ourselves in our own 
lives and in today’s life where 
there is so much division, 
hatred, animosity, and lack 
of forgiveness. What was it 
in that household that opened 
the door for the reception of 
this prodigal son? What is 
forgiveness about, because it 
was clear that he forgave his 
younger son?

The essence of this narra-
tive lies in the profound grace 
and compassion that filled the 
father’s heart upon witness-
ing his son’s return home. His 
love for his son was uncondi-
tional and when the son con-
fessed his sins against heav-
en and his father, the father 
did not hold that against him, 
because what mattered was 
that he returned. Even when 
the oldest son expressed his 
anger and laid out the sins of 
the younger brother, all the 
father could do was to assure 
him that he had enough love 
for him too and that every-
thing he had belonged to 
him. He taught his older son 
the principle of forgiveness 
and acceptance, of mercy 
and compassion. This father 
was prepared to forgive and 
accept.

IV. Conclusion
Before the woman at the 

See SERMONS, page 12

Police Logs continued on Page 12
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Rutland Police Log
Sunday, March 16

12:21 a.m. Erratic Operator, 
Wachusett Street,  Officer Spoke 
to Party

12 :55  a .m .  Susp i c ious 
Person/Vehicle Activity, Maple 
Avenue, Negative Ccntact

8:49 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,  
Kenwood DDrive, Citation Issued

8:52 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Prescott Street, Officer/Chief 
Advised

11 :36  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Falls, Main 
Street, Mutual Aid Transported

1:08 p.m. Landlord Tenant/
Neighbor Dispute, Paddock 
Road, Officer Spoke to Party

1 :21  p .m.   Emergency 
Medical Service – Sick/Unknown, 
East County Road, Transported 
to Hospital

6:16 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Birchwood Road, Transported to 
Hospital

7:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Paxton Road, Written 
Warning

8:51 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Juniper Lane, 
Negative Contact

Monday, March 17
6:06 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Seizures, Maple 
Avenue, Transported to Hospital

7:55 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Kenwood Court, Transported to 
Hospital

9:37 a.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Col l is ion,  Glenwood Road, 
Vehicle Towed

1:04 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Citation Issued

1:28 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Citation Issued

5 p.m. Traff ic or Radar 
Enforcement,  Main Street , 
Citation Issued

7:52 p.m. Traffic or Radar 
Enforcement, Watson Lane, 
Citation Issued

8 :58  p .m.  Road /Tra f f i c 
Hazard, Pommogussett Road, 
Message Delivered

9:52 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Pommogussett 
Road, Officer Spoke to Party

Tuesday, March 18
7:42 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Citation Issued
8:31 a.m. Court Duty, East 

Brookfield District Court, Court 
Duty

9:17 a.m. Assist Other Police 
Department, Holden, Dispatch 
Handled

9 : 3 4  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, Bushy 
Lane, Ambulance Signed Refusal

10:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East County Road, Citation 
Issued

11 :24  a .m.  Emergency 
Medica l  Serv ice   –  S ick /
Unknown, Main Street,  No 
Transport Required

11:48 a.m. Fraud or Forgery, 
Rebecca Ann Drive, Report Filed

2:37 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Julie Ann Circle, Officer/Chief 
Advised

3:51 p.m. Assist Other Police 
Department, Main Street, Report 
Filed

7:04 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Report Filed

Summons Nackard, Victor 
William, 61, Phoenix, Arizona

Charges  Ammunition without 
FID card, Possible Registration 
Suspended, Operating Motor 
Vehicle with Unregistered Motor 

Vehicle
8:46 p.m. Public Assist, Main 

Street, Entry Gained
11:02 p.m. Assist Other Police 

Department, Paxton, Officer/
Chief Advised

Wednesday, March 19
4:20 a.m. Emergency Medial 

Service – Abdominal/Back Pain, 
Kenwood Court, Transported to 
Hospital

5:07 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Paxton Road, Citation 
Issued

5:24 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Paxton Road, Written 
Warning

1:31 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Allergic Reaction, 
Marjorie Lane, Transported to 
Hospital

1:45 p.m. Motor Vesicle Stop, 
Irish Lane, Criminal Complaint

Summons Hernandez del 
Orge, Lillian, 35, Worcester

Charges License Suspended, 
Operating Motor Vehicle With, 
R e g i s t r a t i o n  S u s p e n d e d , 
Operating Motor Vehicle With,  
Uninsured Motor Vehicle

2:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

2:32 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

2:45 p.m. Larceny or Theft, 
Pommogussett Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

2:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

2:57 p.m. Fire – Brush and 
Wildland Fires, New Braintree 
Road, Fire Extinguished

3:09 p.m. Motor Vesicle 
Stop, East County Road, Written 
Warning

3:42 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Davis Street, 
Criminal Complaint

Summons: Atitson, Peter E., 
26, Willimantic, Connecticut

Charges Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle,  Speeding Rate of 
Speed Greater  Than Was 
Reasonable and Proper C 90 
S17

4:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Wachusett Street, Written 
Warning

4:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Wachusett Street, Written 
Warning

8:55 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Glenwood Road, Unfounded

Thursday, March 20
12 :05  a .m.  Emergency 

Medical Service, Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Ware Corner 
Road, Transported to Hospital

7:45 a.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Glenwood Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

9:47 a.m. Fire – Power 
Lines Down/Arcing, Bond Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

11:47 a.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, East County 
Road, No Fire Service Necessary

12:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Criminal 
Complaint

Summons Willard, Rodney W. 
Jr., 49, Manchester, Connecticut

Charges Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle, Unregistered Motor 
Vehicle, Number Plate Violation 
to Conceal ID

2:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

5 : 5 6  p . m .  F o l l o w  U p 
Investigation, Orchard Hill Drive, 
Officer Spoke to Party

9:05 p.m. Noise Complaint, 
Hope Way, Officer Spoke to Party

10:08 p.m. Noise Complaint, 
Main  St reet ,  Off icer /Ch ie f 

Advised
10:25 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 

Disabled, Prescott Street, Vehicle 
Removed

Friday, March 21
12:13 a . .m.  Susp ic ious 

Person/Vehicle Activity, Barre 
Paxton Road, Vehicle Removed

4:42 a.m. Fire – Structure 
F i r e s ,  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  F i r e 
Extinguished

1:10 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Kenwood Dr i ve ,  Message 
Delivered

3:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

3:24 p.m. Tree Incidents (No 
Wires), Maple Avenue, Message 
Delivered

3:53 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pommogussett Road, Citation 
Issued

4:40 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Grizzly Drive, 
Investigated

4:41 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pommogussett Road, Citation 
Issued

4:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pommogussett Road, Written 
Warning

5:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Citation Issued

5:23 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East County Road, Written 
Warning

6 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
East County Road, Vehicle 
Towed

Summons Whitehouse, Sarie 
Lynne, 35, Worcester

Charges Registration sus-
pended, Operating Motor Vehicle 
with Uninsured Motor Vehicle

7:19 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Barre Paxton Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

7:41 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Pommogussett 
Road, Transported to Hospital

8:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
East County Road, Citation 
Issued

8:35 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Main Street, Officer Spoke to 
Party

Saturday, March 22
5:59 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Written Warning
7:41 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Barre Paxton Road, Written 
Warning

8:02 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

9:06 a.m. Fire – Fues/Order/
Gas Leak,  Maple Avenue, 
Investigated

9:51 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

10:59 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street,  Wri t ten 
Warning

11:48 a.m. Fire – Smoke 
Invest igat ion,  Main Street , 
Investigated

12:25 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

5:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pleasantdale Road, Citation 
Issued

5:43 p .m.  Ass is t  Other 
Police Department, Worcester, 
Investigated

8:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East County Road, Written 
Warning

9:33 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Bechan 
Road, Transported to Hospital

11:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street,  Wri t ten 
Warning

During the week of March 
24 -31 ,  the  Hardw ick /New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 12 building/prop-
erty checks, 27 directed/area 
patrols, four radar assignments, 
two traffic controls, two emergen-
cy 911 calls, two citizen assists, 
two assist other agencies, two 
animal calls and six motor vehi-
cle stops in the town of New 
Braintree.

Monday, March 24
10:27 a.m. Assist Other 

A g e n c y,  H a r d w i c k  R o a d , 

Dispatch Handled
5:09 p.m. Assist Citizen, West 

Brookfield Road, Officer Handled

Tuesday, March 25
2 p.m. Medical Alarm, Barre 

Road, Unknown Outcome

Wednesday, March 26
6:38 a .m.  Ass is t  Other 

Agency,  O ld  Wine  Road , 
Investigated

11:40 a.m. 911 Medical 
E m e r g e n c y,  B a r r e  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

Thursday, March 27
4:44 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Ravine Road, Written Warning
11:05 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Station, Services Rendered
3:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Hardwick Road, Written Warning
4:48 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Ravine Road, Written Warning
5:51 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Ravine Road, Written Warning

Friday, March 28
8:29 p.m. Welfare Check, 

Memor ia l  Dr i ve ,  Serv i ces 
Rendered

New Braintree Police Log

Barre Police Log
Sunday, March 16

10 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Chest Pain/Heart 
Problem, Fir Street, Transported 
to Hospital

1:09 p.m. Publ ic Assist, 
Exchange Street, Transported to 
Hospital

3:26 p.m. Animal – ACO 
Call, Old Stage Road, Negative 
Contact

10 :07  p .m.  Emergency 
Medica l  Serv ice – Animal 
Bites, North Brookfield Road, 
Transported to Hospital

11 :31  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, Austin 
St reet ,  Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

Monday, March 17
5 p.m. Larceny or Theft, 

South Street, Information Taken
5:42 p.m. Emergency Medical 

Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Will iamsvil le Road, No Fire 
Service Necessary

6:51 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Peach Street, Criminal Complaint

Summons Stevens, Shawn 
Alan, 41, Barre

Charges License Suspended, 
Operating Motor Vehicle With 
Un in su red  Mo to r  Ve i l cee 
Unregistered Motor Vehicle

7 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Dana Road, Arrest(s) 
Made

Arrest Perkins, Robert C. Jr., 
37, Barre

Charges Operating Under 
Influence, Liquor OR .08%, 
Negligent Operation of Motor 
Vehicle License Suspended, 
Operating Motor Vehicle With

10 :54  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service –Sick/Unknown, 
Gauthier Road, Transported to 
Hospital

Tuesday, March 18
9:41 a.m. Court Duty, East 

Brookfield District Court, Court 
Duty

12:34 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
South Street, Negative Contact

1:16 p.m. Landlord Tenant/
Neighbor Dispute, Oak Street, 
Report Filed

4:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

7:30 p.m. Fraud or Forgery, 
South Street, Report Filed

Wednesday, March 19 
6:29 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Breathing Difficulty, 
Farrington Road, Transported to 
Hospital

2:50 p.m. Court Duty, East 
Brookfield District Court, Court 
Duty

2:59 p.m. Fire  Brush and 
Wildland Fires, Phillipston Road, 
Fire Extinguished

3:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Will iamsvil le Road, Criminal 
Complaint

S u m m o n s  H a k o b j a n o v, 
Mikhail, 28, Allston

Uninsured Motor Vehicle, 
Unregistered Motor Vehicle

4:25 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Serv ice –  Wel fare  Check, 
Worcester Road, Report Filed

5 :12  p .m .  Road /Tra f f i c 
Hazard, Old Hardwick Road, 
Information Given

7:52 p.m.  Noise Complaint, 
Main Street, Officer Took Call

8:25 p.m. Lockout/Residence, 
Main Street, Officer Spoke to 
Party

Thursday, March 20
9 : 2 8  a . m .  F o l l o w - U p 

Investigation, South Barre Road, 
Report Filed

1 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Rockingstone 
Road, Information Taken

1:17 p. Larceny or Theft, 

South Street, Information Taken
1:58 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 

Collision, South Street, Report 
Filed

4:02 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Worcester Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

Friday, March 21
4:09 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Chest Pain/Heart 
Problem

4:42 a.m. Fire – Structure 
F i r e s ,  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  F i r e 
Extinguished

10:49 a.m. Court Duty, East 
Brookfield District Court, Court 
Duty

11:48 a.m. Tree Incidents 
(No Wires), Hubbardston Road, 
Message Delivered

12:50 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
D isab les  Worces ter  Road, 
Message Delivered

2:35 pm. Safety Concern, 
Valley Road, Officer/Chief Advised

5:56 p.m. Fire – Power Lines 
Down/Arcing, Farrington Road, 
Investigated

Saturday, March 22
12 :47  a .m.  Emergency 

Medical Service – Falls, Hancock 
Road ,  Ambu lance  S igned 
Refusal

9:42 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Fir 
Street, Transported to Hospital

11:10 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, South Street, Transported 
to Hospital

2:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
– Disabled, Worcester Road, 
Vehicle Removed

3:13 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Summer Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

5:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
South Street, Citation Issued

6:56 p.m. Illegal Dumping, 
Flaherty Road, Referred to Other 
Agency

Public Notices
Town of Barre

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Establishment of 
Liquor License

TAKE NOTICE that the Se-
lect Board will conduct a Public 
Hearing on Tuesday, April 22, 
2025 at 6:00 p.m. in the Select-
men’s Meeting Room, Henry 
Woods Building, 40 West Street, 
Barre, MA on a proposed estab-
lishment of an All Alcohol Com-
mon Victualler License for Ro-
wena’s Resort Bar & Restaurant, 
LLC for premises located at 395 
Stetson Road, Barre, MA. Per-
sons wishing to comment may 
do so at that time. The Board will 

also consider written comments 
received prior to the hearing.

For the Select Board:
Tammy Martin

Town Administrator 
04/03, 04/10/2025

TOWN OF HUBBARDSTON
LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

The Town of Hubbardston Se-
lect Board will hold a public hear-
ing on Monday, April 7, 2025 at 
6:30 PM at the Slade Building, 7 
Main St, Hubbardston to consid-
er whether the Town should opt 
out of early voting by mail for the 
Annual Town Election scheduled 

for June 10, 2025, as authorized 
under MGL c. 54, § 25B. Please 
note, this action will not impact 
early voting by Absentee ballot, 
which will remain available for 
all qualified voters in all elec-
tions. All members of the public 
having an interest in this topic 
are cordially invited to attend.
03/27, 04/03/2025

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Oakham Police Log
Sunday, March 16

12:46 p.m. Assist Other 
Po l i ce  Depar tment ,  Nor th 
Brookfield, Report Filed

6:40 p.m. Tree Incidents 
(No Wires), Old Turnpike Road, 
Message Delivered

6:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, Old Turnpike Road, 
Report Filed

Monday, March 17
11:45 a.m. Court Duty, East 

Brookfield District Court, Court 
Duty

Tuesday, March 18
10:34 a.m. Assist Other 

Police Department, DCR Ranger, 
Officer/Chief Advised

4:35 p.m. Fraud or Forgery, 
Barre Road, Report Filed

5:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Old Turnpike Road, Written 
Warning

7:03 p.m. Animal – Lost 
and/or Found, Adams Road, 
Information Taken

8:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
North Brookfied Road, Written 
Warning

Wednesday, March 19
11 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Old Turnpike Road, Written 
Warning

11:05 a.m. Assist  Other 
Agency/Non Pol ice ,  Nor th 
Brookfied Road, Chief Took the 
Call

11:49 a.m. Fire – Brush and 
Wildland Fires, New Braintree 
Road, Fire Extinguished

6:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,  
South Road, Written Warning

Thursday, March 20
12 :05  a .m.  Emergency 

Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Ware Corner 
Road, Transported to Hospital

11:01 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, North Brookfield Road, 
Written Warning

11:13 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, North Brookfield Road, 
Written Warning

11:33 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, North Brookfield Road, 
Citation Issued

1:14 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, North Brookfield 
Road, Citation Issued

9:14 p.m. Fire – Suspicious 
Package/Letter, Edson Road, 
Report Filed

10:03 p.m. Animal – ACO 
Ca l l ,  O ld  Turnp ike  Road, 
Returned to Family/Guardian

Friday, March 21
4:42 a.m. Fire – Structure 

F i r e s ,  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  F i r e 
Extinguished

7:14 a.m. Animal – Lost and/
or Found, Grace Lane, Returned 
to Family/Guardian

8:33 a.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle, Gaffney Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

Saturday, March 22
9:31 a.m. Complaint, Edson 

Road, Officer Spoke to Party
12:30 p.m. Assist Other 

P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  N e w 
Braintree, Area Patrolled

2:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
North Brookfield Road, Written 
Warning

9:33 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Bechan 
Road, Transported to Hospital

store called me back, I was 
thinking of this younger son 
who came back to his father 
and found forgiveness there, 
and I thought, wow, what a 
story Jesus told to demon-
strate the redeeming love of 
God. I sat there at the kitch-
en table and asked God to 
fill me with peace, because I 

struggled to find peace on my 
own after the ordeal. I could 
feel how God filled my heart 
with forgiveness and I believe 
that out of such a horrible 
situation, God brought forth 
something new and healing 
and reconciling. May God 
help us all on our journeys to 
continuously seek and hear 
God’s voice, see God’s guid-
ance and feel God’s help in 
the most difficult situations of 

anger and animosity, thoughts 
of retaliation, and separa-
tion, to transform us so we 
can be filled with peace, and 
bring peace and forgiveness 
to those who need it too, and 
a world that needs it so much 
today. 

Amen.
Pastor Margaret Keyser
Barre Congregational 
Church 
30 Park St., Barre

SERMONS,
continued from page 1
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12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MISCELLANEOUS
CANAMS 1973 MX1, 125, complete 
minus frame. Unused factored created 
engine 175cc. 1975 TNT 250 frame/parts, 
$2000. 1947 Crosby Coupe frame off res-
toration, $7500. 1999 Mom’s Buick Presi-
dential Custom Century, 54,000 miles, one 
owner, registered, garaged, all scheduled 
maintenance records, $5500. Late 50’s 
Toro Reel lawnmower, beautifull restored 
$100. Two sheets, 4’x8’ 1/2 inch new 3m 
plexiglas $100. 165 milk crates, colonial 
thru 1920 bottle cache. Historic colonial 
hand-tooled redstones; Benches, Wells, 
Ballards, Yankee Cobbles, Darby Marble, 
Italian Travintine, much more. 413-262-
4775.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald Roy 
(860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

QUALITY FENCE INSTALLATION
20+ years experience. Free estimates.

Brodeur Construction
Call 413-388-6501

WATER IN YOUR BASEMENT?

Sump pump repairs & installations, and 
other draining solutions! 

Call Gary Guertin Excavating 
(413)531-3538.

ELECTRICIAN

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS.

Residential electrical service, mini splits, 
EV chargers, smoke detection. Fully in-
sured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 413-210-
9140.

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME
IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior – Finish carpentry, 
framing, window & door replacement, 

drywall, painting and decks.
Competitive pricing. Insured. 

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ 
Junk Removal

Insured
 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MATT GUERTIN 
LANDSCAPING

Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

T & S LANDSCAPING Highest quality, 
lowest price. Serving the Pioneer Valley. 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, Fall and 
Gutter clean-ups. (413)330-3917

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

CANAMS 1973 MX1, 125, complete 
minus frame. Unused factored created 
engine 175cc. 1975 TNT 250 frame/parts, 
$2000. 1947 Crosby Coupe frame off res-
toration, $7500. 1999 Mom’s Buick Presi-
dential Custom Century, 54,000 miles, one 
owner, registered, garaged, all scheduled 
maintenance records, $5500. 413-262-
4775.

Light Equipment 
Operator /Laborer

The Granby Highway Department has a 40 
hour per week position available for a Light 
Equipment Operator/Laborer. This position 
requires the ability to operate various types 
of machinery, hand tools and equipment 
(examples include lawnmowers, plows, 
sanders, asphalt paving equipment). The 
position is Grade 3 classification. Steps 
within this grade range from $18.72- $24.42 
per hour. A valid Massachusetts class A or 
B CDL driver’s license is required. Special 
consideration will be given to candidates 
who possess the higher license class, or 
additional licenses and or relevant con-
struction experience that would be deter-
mined to be beneficial to the operations of 
the Highway Department. Please contact 
the Highway Superintendent at 413-467-
7575 at the Highway Garage (15 
Crescent St, Granby MA 01033) for 
further information, a copy of the job de-
scription and /or an application for employ-
ment. Applications will be accepted through 
May 1, 2025.

The Town of Huntington is seeking 
a full-time Chief of Police.  $75,000 
- $90,000 yearly salary based on quali-
fications.  Application and complete job 
description are available online at www.
huntingtonma.us or by emailing ad-
min@huntingtonma.us. Deadline to 
apply is 4/28/2025.  Town of Huntington is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

Human Resources Coordinator

The Town of Wilbraham is looking 
for an HR Coordinator to join our team. 

For application and more info. visit 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov.
Application deadline 4/11/2025

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

HILLSIDE VILLAGE
APARTMENTS

APPLICATIONS 
NOW BEING ACCEPTED FOR 

ONE, TWO AND THREE 
BEDROOM APARTMENTS

• Heat and hot water included
• Ample Closets
• Fully Applianced
• Community Room
• Laundry Facilities
• Cats Welcome
• Extra Storage
• 24 Hour Maintenance

For Information call
(413)967-7755 EHO

17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20252025

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

VOTED #1 APPLIANCE STORE 
IN WORCESTER COUNTY 
4 YEARS IN A ROW!!! 
PRESEASON GRILL SALE!!!!
PRE SEASON BIKE SALE!!!

BEAT THE PRICE INCREASES!!!
DON’T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!

BUY MORE, SAVE MORE WITH APPLIANCE REBATES!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Greige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

ASPHALT PLANT OPENING LATE APRIL

Century 21 North East
160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

Warren  Colonial $309,999    OPEN HOUSE  April 6th,  2-4 PM
Warren in town,  live and work at your 

own home!  This Colonial offers 8 rooms, 
4 bedrooms, 1 full bath & 1/4 bath, front 

porch side covered deck, 2 car garage 
under and fenced-side yard. Come see 

the craftsmanship and attention to detail 
throughout. The rooms are spacious and 

bright. Nothing to do here except move in! 

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

Situated in a newly developed cul-de-sac 
in West Brookfield, this stunning new con-
struction Farmhouse style ranch showcas-
es a custom-built design with three bed-
rooms and 2.5 bathrooms. The property 
boasts numerous high-end upgrades, including Anderson windows and sliders, oak flooring 
throughout, and central air. The kitchen is a culinary haven, featuring a six-foot island, gran-
ite countertops, stainless steel appliances, and a hooded vent above the gas stove. The pri-
mary bath offers an en-suite and walk-in closet, while the mudroom provides a half bath and 
stackable washer dryer hookups. A slider leads out to a deck overlooking the backyard, and 
the full walkout basement offers possible additional living space. The property also features 
an oversized two-car garage and town water, with a completion date set for June.

NEW LISTING - $574,900
6 FOSTER RD., WEST BROOKFIELD

Summer Getaways!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

May 23 .........7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...... from $1699
June 10-12 ....Hampton Beach Getaway .............. $529
June 28 .........Boston Harbor Lunch Cruise .......... $175
July 12 ..........Escape to Rockport .......................... $110
July 26 ........ Perkins Cove for a Day ..................$110

❖ Every Wednesday
SIP & KNIT 
12pm-2pm
Free

❖ Every Friday
TOO GOOD TO TOSS
8am-9am
Free baked goodies 
from the week 
while supplies last!
Limits may apply.

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

183 Fiskdale Road Brookfield  - $675,000

Lisa Caron Real EstateLisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 0150642 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506
Cell: 508-341-8299Cell: 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.comSearch Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

Gorgeous colonial set on 3.6 acres....
on the Brookfield/Sturbridge bor-
der. Grand 2 story foyer w/hardwoods 
throughout. Fam rm w/vaulted ceil-
ings, tons of natural lighting & fire-

place. 1st fl offers a bedroom or office, dining room & full bath w/
shower & laundry. Open floor plan - Kitchen is fully applianced w/
tons of storage & granite countertops. 2nd fl has 3 bedrooms & 2 full 
baths. Master has walk-in closet & full bath w/jacuzzi tub & separate 
shower. Basement is fully finished w/mud room, huge pantry, what 
could be an exercise room, craft room, home office or 2nd living 
room. Oversized deck off the back, shed and fire pit area. Easy access 
to rte 9, 20, 84 and mass pike. Forced hot water/hydro air/central air, 
5 zone. 2 car heated garage under.

BUYLINE 
CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette 
& Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨

Finest Jamaican and American dishes
Dinners, Sandwiches, Soups,

Grill, Pasta, Seafood

Puff Pastry!
Fillings Chicken, Ground Beef or Fish

Tropical Vibes
& GRILLE

NOW OPEN

2162 Main Street, West Warren, MA 01092

Open 11:00 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Tuesday thru Sunday Check our Facebook 

for new specials

Try our Try our 
special special 
Tropical Tropical 

Vibes Vibes 
Styles!Styles!

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Golf Course
Open April 10

Golf Memberships
Check Our Website & Facebook for Specials

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, 

Friday & Saturday
Online Ordering Available

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Upcoming
April 8 & 22, May 6 & 20, June 3

SIP AND PAINT
Starting at 6:30 p.m.

Visit Our Website For More Details

Function 
Space 

 Available

See Website 
for More 

Information

Harvard Forest premieres short film
PETERSHAM – On 

Thursday, May 8 at 7 p.m, 
the Harvard Forest Fisher 
Museum, 324 North Main 
St.,  will host the world 
premiere of “Views from a 
Woodlot,” a documentary 
short film by independent 
filmmaker Chris Hardee. 

The film profiles Bruce 
Spencer, who was Chief 
Forester of the 100,000-
acre Quabbin Reservation 
for over 40 years. Now 
retired, Spencer makes 
daily visits to the 150-

acre woodlot that he 
stewards, guided by the 
same low-impact forest 
management philosophy 
that he used on the job. 
The 18-minute film fea-
tures Spencer’s work, his 
love for the woods and 
his forestry philosophy 
in his own words. For 
more information about 
the film, people may visit 
HighCairnFilms.com. 

Following the fi lm 
screening, both Spencer 
and filmmaker Hardee 

will offer remarks and 
answer audience ques-
tions. DVDs of the film 
will be available for sale. 
No RSVP is required for 
this free, public event at 
the Harvard Forest Fisher 
Museum.

The Harvard Forest 
welcomes individuals with 
disabilities to participate 
in its programs and activ-
ities.

The Fisher Museum 
is fully physically acces-
sible with parking and 

a ramp in the back of 
the building. If people 
require additional accom-
modations, they should 
email the Forest’s visitor 
engagement team at hfvis-
it@fas.harvard.edu or call 
978-724-3302, prefera-
bly at least one week in 
advance of their visit.

Photo courtesy of Chris Hardee 

Bruce Spencer in the 
woods is profiled in a 
documentary “Views 
from a Woodlot.”


