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Select Board
approves
health
insurance
package

By Ellenor Downer
Editor
edowner@turley.com

BARRE - The Insurance
Advisory Committee attended the
March 18 Select Board meeting
to present their recommendation
for health insurance for town
employees.

The committee recommend-
ed the town accept the 8.45%
increase for health coverage from
Massachusetts Interlocal Insurance
Association. Treasurer Jake K.
Voelker gave a summary of the
proposed Fiscal Year 2025 insur-
ance proposal. He said employees
were not in favor of high deduct-
ibles and they wanted to keep their
benefits the same.

He said currently the town pays
62% of health insurance and the
employee pays the remaining 38%.
He recommended slowly imple-
menting a 70% and 30% ratio by
increasing the town’s share by 2%
per year to reach 70%.

The town did not offer compet-
itive wages, but offering good ben-
efits was a way to keep employ-
ees. Select Board Chair Maureen
Marshall said a change in health
benefits must be negotiated as the
town’s union contracts had specif-
ics about health insurance.

The town must notify MIIA
of its decision on their pro-
posal by Monday, April 1. The
Board approved the committee’s
proposal to accept the 8.45%
increase on health insurance and
to hopefully lower the share split
for employees.

Regionalization grant

Select Board Vice Chair John
Dixson said he was looking into a
Regionalization grant. The grant
covers the first year of cost for
a regionalization plan. He said a
maintenance of facilities, which
Barre did not have, was a possible
regionalization project. The grant
deadline for applying is February
2025.

He suggested connecting with
other communities for possible
regionalization projects. He said at
the next meeting the Board should
appoint someone to reach out to
the surrounding communities. He
said he felt it was “worth explor-
ing” and called it a “very valuable
grant” as it covered the cost for the
first year.

Select Board Chair Marshall said
the town has down some regional-
ization such as a building inspec-
tor, ambulance coverage with New
Braintree and the Wheelwright sec-
tion of Hardwick and the Senior
Center with Hardwick.

Select Board report

During Select Board report
Marshall said she was concerned
about the Town Hall and Henry
Woods Building. Both building
recently failed fire escape inspec-
tions and they need to be repaired.
She said the Town Hall also need-
ed painting and said at least the
front of the building should be
painted for the 250th anniversary
celebration.

Drone

Police Chief James Sabourin
proposed the purchase of a drone
for search and rescue for his
department. He said the cost was
$16,752 and the town received
$10,000 from Seven Hills
Foundation and $1,000 from Athol
Savings Bank. The cost to the town
would be $5,752.

Chief Sabourin said the depart-
ment had three Federal Aviation
Administration licensed pilots. In

See BARRE, page 6
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Captain Hook takes a swing in a fight scene during a rehearsal of Athol High School Theater Department’s production of

“Peter Pan”.

Students prepare to
present ‘Peter Pan’

April 5-7

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette @ turley.com

ATHOL - All it takes is
faith, trust and just a little bit of
pixie dust to fly to Neverland;
but there’s no need to take
to London’s night sky, when
you can simply visit Athol
High School for the Theater
Department’s spring production
of “Peter Pan”.

Co-Directed by Barre resident
Zachary Finne along with stage
veteran Erin Shine, this year’s
production features 22 students
from the high school, middle
school and elementary school
levels; all working together to
present a unique and entertaining
theatrical performance.

While Shine is no stranger to
theater, having acted in the great-
er Boston area, this is her first
time taking on a director’s role.

Finne previously worked for
the Quabbin Regional School
District, including as a fifth grade
teacher at Hardwick Elementary
School where he coached the
students through a moving per-
formance of the song “See You
Again” at their graduation.

Now a third grade teacher at
Athol Community Elementary

Co-Director Zachary Finne and Stage Manager/Props
Master Cody Germain carry the crocodile puppet made by
Co-Director Erin Shine.

School, Finne decided to try his
hand at directing when he saw
the position open for the spring
play.

This production differs from
those put on by other school
theater departments, because it
includes students from all grade
levels — not just middle and high
school.

“We had such a wide age

Sixth grader Brohden
Whitney plays Starkey, one
of Captain Hook’s crew
members.
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range,” Finne said. “We have a
lot of newcoming talent.”

The older students have also
taken on a mentoring role for
their younger castmates, leading
them through warmups and other
exercises to improve their act-
ing technique. The students even
helped select the script for the

his start backstage during a mid-
dle school production. Now, he’s
serving as the stage manager and
props master for “Peter Pan”, and
helping the directors.

This is the second year
Germain has taken on this role;
this year expanding it to building
sets and finding props by scour-

production.
Senior Cody Germain got

See PETER PAN, page 5

Hubbardston
faces large
financial
challenges

By Eric Goodhart
Correspondent

HUBBARDSTON - On March
18 the Town Administrator, Nathan
Boudreau, shared with the Select
Board the projected town budget
for Fiscal Year 2025.

The budget is something he
has been keeping a close eye on
since the June 2023 town meeting.
June 2023 was his “baptism under
fire” as he explained what and how
he and the town Boards worked
together through compromise and
cajoling to balance the budget for
FY 24, given the higher expenses
and lower revenue.

Fortunately, at the previous
Board meeting on Feb. 5 state
Senator Durant and Representative

Donald Berthiaume, Jr. were
present to hear the not so good
news. It is the biggest fiscal chal-
lenge that Hubbardston faces for
decades. The new being the huge
increase in the budget assessment
from the Quabbin Regional School
District for FY25.

The most recent budget pro-
posal from the QRSD on Feb. 29,
estimates an increase of 12% for
Hubbardston’s assessment or share.
The town’s state mandated mini-
mum contribution to the school dis-
trict is rising by $285,386 to over
$6,350,000.

The projected increase is con-
cerning because Hubbardston
was the only member town in
the Quabbin district expecting an
increase of students, 20, in fact.
Hubbardston will soon outpace
Barre as the member town with the
highest per-pupil assessment, plac-
ing an even more disproportionate
burden on Hubbardston taxpayers.

Boudreau has been in con-
versations with both the new
Superintendent of Schools, Colleen
M. Mucha, and Anne Gobi, for-
mer state senator, now the Director
of Rural Affairs; as well as the
above-mentioned visiting legisla-
tors as well as other member town
administrators.

The goal is to find solutions
that will bring the growth in school
spending closer to a sustainable
level while still providing a quality
education for students. This edu-
cation will teach them the basic
academic subjects efficiently, but
also how to think critically along
with learning the science of sys-
tems through studying history and
psychology.

This may involve exploring
opportunities for cost savings,

See HUBBARDSTON, page 6

MAP assessment shows district-wide growth in math

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette @turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD
— Superintendent Timothy
McCormick shared Measure of
Academic Performance assess-
ment results from fall to the win-
ter.

At the March 18 School
Committee meeting, he said stu-
dents are tested three times a year
to look for growth and achieve-
ment. Students are measured
against students across the country.

McCormick said there were
“bright spots” in the data, but
not all of the students in the high
school completed the test, so the
growth data only accounts for half
of the students.

For math, the school district is
in the 67th percentile for growth.

“We also saw an increase in
achievement,” McCormick said,
reaching 55%.

McCormick said all grade lev-
els are moving toward the high-
er growth/higher achievement
quadrant. He said classrooms in

the second year of using Bridges
or Illustrative math curriculums
showed the most improvement of
growth percentiles.

He said the lower student per-
formers have remained low.

“We need to figure out, how do
we move our lowest performing
students up to the highest perform-
ing quadrant,” he said.

For reading, growth has
reached the 36th percentile, but
achievement has remained at 47%.

“We definitely realized that we
have some areas of improvement
here with our reading and we have
been addressing that this year,”
McCormick said. “We’re looking
to get some growth like we have
with our math.”

Elementary School Principal
Sarah Priestley shared data from
kindergarten through third grade.

“The math growth this year
has been awesome, it’s just been
incredible,” she said.

Priestley said the kindergarten
students had lower growth com-
pared to other grade levels, which
is expected, she said.

“Our kindergarteners come in
with varying levels of readiness,”
she said. “Still, 27% of students
are in that 80 or above percentile
of growth.”

Priestley said teachers and stu-
dents in the second year of the
program have shown the most
growth. She said fourth grade
piloted this program last year and
that 74% of fourth grade students
showed growth in the 80% or
above percentile.

“We see that it helps create and
build a foundation of conceptual
understanding for math that carries
year to year to year,” she said.

Priestley said reading scores
were not as strong as math scores,
and the staff recognize that their
current program is not aligned
with the school district’s needs.
She said the literacy leadership
committee is looking to adopt a
new program.

Fourth grade is currently pilot-
ing a new curriculum, and has
shown the “most promising” data
in reading in the MAP assessment.

Priestley said the new reading

curriculum has been added to the
budget for next year.

High School Principal John
Diorio said grades nine and 11 saw
both growth and achievement in
math, and grades seven, eight and
10 saw growth, but were lower in
achievement.

Diorio said there is an algebra
support class for grade nine stu-
dents and there have been lesson
studies to build upon the math pro-
gram with the math coach. He said
similar to elementary school stu-
dents, those in the second year of
the math program have shown the
most growth.

Diorio said next year his staff
will work to improve students’
scores by making better use of flex
block and encouraging students to
make a greater effort during MAP
testing.

He said English Language
Arts scores were lower than math
for high school students. Grades
10 and 11 stayed consistent with
achievement and growth, but
grades seven and eight “really
struggled.”

An enrichment block will be
scheduled to target ELA instruc-
tion and help support those stu-
dents.

McCormick said he is “very
proud” of the school district’s
improvements in math, which
he credited to the curriculum,
increased time for math instruc-
tion, intervention times and having
a math instructional coach.

“The hope with both math and
reading is that we’re going to see
this translate to increased MCAS
scores,” McCormick said.

Administrators’ reports

Diorio said the Wellness Day
for students was a “huge success”
and focused on mental, social,
and physical wellbeing. Students
participated in yoga, martial arts,
Zumba, dancing, knitting, color-
ing, board games, origami and
more.

Students took part in activities
that brought awareness to mental
health.

See NB SCHOOL
COMMITTEE, page 8
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Town Election set for April 1

The Annual Town Election will be held on Monday,
April 1 from 8 a.m.-8 p.m. The only contest on the
ballot is for a three-year term as Select Board mem-
ber. Candidates are Maureen Marshall, incumbent and
Richard C. Stevens.

OES pancake breakfast

Cradle Rock Chapter Order of Eastern Star will
sponsor a designer pancake breakfast on Saturday,
April 6 from 7:30-10:30 a.m. at the Mt. Zion Masonic
Lodge hall, 71 Pleasant St., Barre. Cost is $9 per adult
and $5 for children 10 and under. Complete breakfast
includes: design your own pancakes, waffles, sausage
gravy with biscuits, bacon, sausage, orange juice, cof-
fee and 100 % real maple syrup.

All are welcome to enjoy an “I can’t eat anymore,
I’m stuffed, breakfast.”

Fridays with friends

Fridays with Friends will be held on Friday, March
29 from 3:30-4:30 p.m. at the Woods Memorial
Library, 19 Pleasant St., Barre in the multipurpose
room for school age children. Different activities
are held each week ranging from arts and crafts
to Science Technology Engineering Arts and
Mathematics based challenges all meant to bring
the community closer together. The program is held
Fridays during January, February and March and is
recommended for ages five plus.

Barre Dining Center

BARRE — Elder Services of Worcester Area
Nutrition Program welcomes guests to dine at
the Barre Senior Center, 557 South Barre Road.
The following meals will be served for the week
of April 1. Lunches are back at the senior cen-
ter, but require a pre-sign up. Volunteers are
needed at the Barre dining site. Volunteers are
needed for Meals on Wheels (mileage reim-
bursement) and in the kitchen. People should
contact 978-355-5027.

MONDAY - Chicken Mornay, couscous,
Roman blend vegetables, butterscotch pudding,
diet = sugar free vanilla pudding, marble rye
bread

TUESDAY - Meatloaf with gravy, garlic
mashed potatoes, carrots, mixed fruit, whole
wheat bread

WEDNESDAY - Roast turkey, gravy,
mashed sweet potatoes, roasted Brussels sprout,
pear crisp, diet = pears

THURSDAY — Macaroni and cheese, stewed
tomatoes, green beans, blondie, diet = cookie,
pumpernickel bread

FRIDAY - Fish, parmesan cream sauce, wild
rice, roasted broccoli and carrots, fresh fruit,
French bread

*Higher sodium entree Meal includes milk
and margarine. Menus are subject to change.
All meals are served at about 11:45 a.m. each
weekday. Reservations should be made the day
before by calling 978-355-5027 before 10:30
a.m. The donation of $3.00 per meal helps keep
the program running.

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

VOTE FOR
TRANSPARENCY

Richard C. Stevens

Barre Selectboard

Monday, April 1, 2024

PAID FOR BY RICHARD C. STEVENS, 905 OLD COLDBROOK ROAD, BARRE
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Curtis Rec Field
National Child

10AM Puppet Show
Old Town Hall
2 Exchange St, Barre

April 2024

10AM Playgroup
68 Coleman St. Gardner

MOC COORDINATED FAMILY AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

10AM Farm Playgroup
833 New Braintree Road
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No Fitchburg Playgroup
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601 River 5t. Fitchburg
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10 10AM Playgroup
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Playgroup
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601 River St. Fitchburg
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together to prevent 1%

child abuse and
neglect

MOC CLOSED
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10AM Puppet Show
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6PM Evening Playgroup
7 Exchange St. Barre

20 +
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Fitchburg
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No Fitchburg
Playgroup

26 27
10AM Playgroup
307 Main 5t Gilbertville

10AM Playgroup
601 River St., Fitchburg

28 29 10AM Outdoor

30

Playgroup
Hubbardston
Curtis Rec Field

10AM Playgroup
Ashburnham Library

7 Exchange St, Barre
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Quilt guild
announces
spring show

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

SPRINGFIELD - The Pioneer
Valley Quilt Guild was formed in
1988, and since then, has been an
amazing addition to the commu-
nity where lovers of quilting can
come together.

“The Pioneer Valley Quilt
Guild was originally formed in
1988 by six quilters who met at
Calico Stitchery. Enthusiasm
was so great that in less than six
months the space was outgrown,
and they moved to the Agawam
Baptist Church,” Elaine Conway
said.

Since then, the guild has over
60 members, and meets once a
month on the first Wednesday,
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Elks
Lodge #61, 440 Tiffany St.

The guild meets together to
learn new quilting techniques
from the occasional speaker, or
a workshop will happen. At the
end, there’s always a show-and-
tell for members to talk about

One of the Pioneer Valley
Quilt Guild members fin-
ished and shared their
vibrant animal quilt at this
past meeting.

This year’s Quilt Show raffle

Submitted Photos
quilt, made by the Pioneer

Valley Quilt Guild, has beautiful shapes and colors.

their recent projects.

Conway, the secretary and
publicity person for the group,
is very excited to announce that
the guild will be hosting a spe-
cial “Up, Up and Away” Quilt
Show the first weekend of May,
on Saturday, May 4 from 9 a.m.-
5 p.m. and Sunday, May 5 from
10 am.-4 p.m.

The cost of admission is $10,
and groups of 10 or more are eli-
gible for a discount by calling
Janet at 413-267-9997.

“The main attraction is going
to be the 82 quilts and quilted
items on display for people to
enjoy and look at. We will have a
ballot for people to vote for their
favorites, with ribbons given for
the winners,” she said.

The show will also feature
a beautifully made raffle quilt
made by members of the guild,
along with tables of quilted items
the guild members made to sell.
There will also be a basket raffle.

The guild will also include it’s
famous Hot Air Balloon for dis-
play. The balloon part is made of
quilts the guild has made, and is

composed of 24 panels total, 12
on top, 12 on the bottom.

“It’s our pride and joy,”
Conway said of the Hot Air
Balloon. It was made in 2012,
and to this day is a treasured part
of the guild and its foundation.

The show raises funds for
the guild to buy supplies for
the quilts, as well as provid-
ing speakers and workshops to
enhance quilting skills for those
who attend.

But that’s not all the Pioneer
Valley Quilt Guild does.

“We donate to shelters across
the Pioneer Valley,” Conway
said.

The beautifully made quilts
are donated to organizations that
help people in need, including
the Springfield Rescue Mission.

They also donate quilts and
quilted items to veterans orga-
nizations, foster children orga-
nizations, and before COVID,
brought quilts to people recover-
ing from surgeries.

“We want to serve the com-
munity and also bring an aware-

See QUILTS, page 9

50th Anniversary Sale

* . Thursday, April 4th
Friday, April 5th &
Saturday, April 6th

~10% Off

Recliners &

. & Mattresses

$50 Off

Any Purchase of
$59 & Up .

9%

APPLIANCE

447 MAIN ST., ATHOL  (978) 249-7535

—

Visit Our Website at www.shopsandsappliance.com @
Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.;
Saturday 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

We Senvice What W Sel Parts » Senice

e

Clean Out Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts
Srthun “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Shed, Pool &
FHot Tub Rerovals

&3“\\( Trash R e

OI,Q/

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Voted Best Yoga in the region by
Town & Country Living Magazine » :

THE CENTERED PLACE

SINCE 1988

Yoga & Meditation Classes

Offering both onsite and online classes

MITAZ

PAXTON, MA
Kitchen / Bath

We Sell
Cabinets

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,

open and energized.

Come experience this for yourself.

Call to schedule
an appointment
In home or showroom

774-366-5517

413 436 7374

286 BRIDGE ST, WARREN MA

WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM

Design / Sales / Installation

mitawoodworking@aol.com

Hubbardston &,

Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

Town Clerk lists election info

The 2024 Hubbardston Annual Town Election will
be held on Tuesday, June 11. Nomination papers for
candidates interested in running for town-wide offices
are available at the Hubbardston Town Clerk’s Office.
Tuesday, April 23 at 5 p.m. is the last day to submit
nomination papers to Registrars. Offices, which will
appear on the ballot. Are: Select Board two posi-
tions for three-year terms; Board of Assessors one
position for three-year term; Board of Health three
positions — two three-year terms and one two-year
term; Cemetery Commission one position three-
year term; Library Trustees three positions two
three-year terms and one one-year term, Quabbin
Regional School District Committee two positions
for three-year terms; Finance Committee three posi-
tions two three-year terms and one one-year term;
Parks Commission four positions one three-year
term, two two-year terms and one one-year term
and Planning Board one position five-year term.
Those interested in running for any of these posi-
tions must collect a minimum of 24 signatures from
registered Hubbardston voters. Nomination papers
can be picked up at the Town Clerk’s office during
regular business hours Monday from 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
and Tuesday through Thursday from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
People may call the Town Clerk’s office at 978-928-
1400 extension 202 or email tclerk @hubbardstonma.
us with any questions. Deadline to register to vote
at the Annual Town Meeting is Saturday, May 25.
Deadline to vote for the Annual Town Election is
Saturday, June 1.

Hubbardston Citizen of the Year Award

The Select Board announces the launch of the
inaugural Hubbardston Citizen of the Year Award.
This annual recognition is designed to celebrate the
individuals, pairs of individuals, groups, community
organizations or non-profits that have made signif-
icant contributions to enhancing the quality of life
in town. Hubbardston is filled with unsung heroes,
who go above and beyond to make the community
a better place. Now is a chance to nominate them
for this prestigious award. People may visit online
Google Form at https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/
1FAIpQLS{tj3Bt1IK94cHUov8TFgWrJWNp3ekOu
to fill out a form. If they prefer, they can also pick
up a paper nomination form at the Select Board’s
Office, 7 Main St. They should provide as much
detail as possible about their nominee’s contributions
and impact on the community in the application.
Nominations must be received by April 25 to be con-
sidered for this year’s award. The winner will be rec-
ognized at the Hubbardston Annual Town Meeting,
and their name will be added to a dedicated plaque at
Town Hall. People may call the Select Board office
by calling 978-928-1400 or emailing admin@hub-
bardstonma.us.

Library community survey

The Hubbardston Public Library is conducting
a community survey to evaluate the library’s pro-
grams, facilities and services to inform their strate-
gic plan for the next five years. Whether people use
the Hubbardston Library or not their participation
in this survey will help create a plan that meets the
needs of the community. The survey takes approx-
imately 10 minutes to complete online. To com-
plete the survey, people should visit http://tiny.cc/
HubbardstonLibrarySurvey.

Senior center events

The Hubbardston Senior Center, 7A Main St.,
events include: Bingo from 12:30-3 p.m. on Mondays;
Knitting Group at 10 a.m. every Tuesday at 10 a.m.
and WiiBowling beginning at 8:30 a.m. every Monday
and Wednesday beginning at 8:30 a.m. Eggs may be
picked up on Thursdays at 8:30 a.m. in the Senior
Center. Cribbage is played on Thursdays from 1:30-3
p-m. Pitch is played the first and third Friday of the
month at 6:30 p.m. Art group meets every Friday at 9
a.m.

Town Clerkreminds
residents to license
their dogs

HARDWICK - Town Clerk Ryan J. Witkos posted
a friendly reminder that dog licenses are due no later
than Monday, April 1.

Dog owners may leave rabies, and payment
information in the drop box outside the Myron
E. Richardson Municipal Building, 307 Main St.,
Gilbertville, or outside Town Clerk’s door if he is not
in his office.

The cost to register your dog is $8 for spayed/neu-
tered and $15 for intact.

According to M.G.L. Ch. 140, § 137, all dogs 6
months or older must be licensed. All dogs six months
or older that have moved to Hardwick must be licensed
within 60 days of arrival.

After April 1, a late fee of $10 shall be charged in
addition to the regular license cost, plus a $5 adminis-
trative fee. Each reminder sent to the owner will consti-
tute an additional $5 administrative fee.

Deceased or relocated dogs: If you no longer have
your dog(s) please notify the Town Clerk’s office so
they may be removed from the street list and the licens-
ing database.

The dog officer receives a list of owners whose dogs
are not registered as of April 1 and owners may be
subject to fines issued by the animal control officer for
dogs that are unregistered, unvaccinated, and/or run-
ning at large as the Town of Hardwick has a 24-hour
leash law.

If a valid rabies certificate is not on file with the
Town Clerk’s office, please send a non-returnable copy
along with your payment. You or your veterinarian may
also email or fax a copy of the certificate to: clerk@
townofhardwick.com; fax number 413-477-6703.

Please contact the Town Clerk with any questions or
if you are having difficulty in licensing your dog.

www.turley,com
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PuBLIC MEETINGS

BARRE.

Town Election Day — April 1 from 7 a.m.-8 p.m.

Select Board — April 1 at 6 p.m.

Board of Assessors — April 2 at 6 p.m.

Felton Field Commission — April 2 at 6:30 p.m.

Planning Board — April 2 at 7 p.m.

Council on Aging — April 3 at 12:30 p.m.

250th Anniversary Committee — April 3 at 6:30
p.m.

Board of Health — April 8 at 5 p.m.

Water Commission — April 8 at 6:30 p.m.
DPW Commission — April 8 at 7 p.m.
Cable Advisory Committee — April 9 at 7 p.m.
Library Trustees — April 10 at 6:30 p.m.
Barre Housing Authority — April 11 at 3 p.m.
Sewer Commission — April 18 at 7 p.m.

HARDWICK

Finance Committee — April 1 at 7 p.m. and
April 8, April 22 and May 6 at 6 p.m.

Master Plan Steering Committee — April 2 at
6:30 p.m.

Recycling Commission — April 2 at 6:30 p.m.

Personnel Committee — April 3 at 4 p.m.

Parks and Recreation Committee — April 4 at 1
p.m.

Board of Health — April 4 at 6:30 p.m.

Paige Library Trustees — April 4 at 7 p.m.

Planning Board — April 9 at 6:30 p.m.

Council on Aging — April 10 at 9 a.m.

Gilbertville Public Library — April 10 at 4 p.m.

Conservation Commission — April 17 at 6:30
p.m.
Hardwick New Braintree Cultural Council —
May 13, June 10, July 8 and August 12, Nov. 11
and Dec. 9 at 6:30 p.m.

Capital Planning Committee — May 20 at 3 p.m.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
Board of Selectmen — April 9 and April 23 at 6
p-m.
Planning Board — April 17 at 6 p.m.

OAKHAM
Select Board — April 1 and April 29 at 6 p.m.
Library Trustees — April 1 at 4:30 p.m.
Cemetery Commission — April 1 at 6 p.m.
Council on Aging — April 12 at noon
Planning Board — April 16 at7 p.m.
Board of Health April 22 at 4:45 p.m.

PETERSHAM
Select Board — March 28 at 6 p.m.
Advisory Finance Committee — March 28 at 6
p-m.

Planning Board — March 28 at 7 p.m.
Conservation Commission — April 2 at 7 p.m.
Open Space and Recreation Committee — April

2 at 6 p.m.
Board of Health — April 4 at 6 p.m.
Council on Aging — April 8 at 10 a.m.
Cemetery Commission — April 9 at 10 a.m.
Capital Improvement Planning Committee —
April 9 at 7 p.m.
Petersham Historic District — April 18 at 6 p.m.

RUTLAND
Agricultural Commission — March 28 at 6:15
p-m. and April 2 at 7 p.m.
Finance Committee — March 28 at 6:15 p.m.
Select Board Hearing — April 1 at 6 p.m.
By Law Committee — April 4 at 7 p.m.

New Braintree Library
hosts story times

NEW BRAINTREE - The New Braintree Public
Library, 45 Memorial Drive, is offering three Story

Traumatic brain injury
survivor to speak April 7

RUTLAND - A traumatic
brain injury survivor will be pre-
senting “I AM ...” on Sunday,
April 7 at 2 p.m. in the Rutland
Public Library, 280 Main St.

This event is sponsored by
the Rutland Cultural Council,
as part of the Massachusetts
Cultural Council’s commit-
ment to help better the lives of
communities throughout the
Commonwealth. As a college
senior, Maloney had everything
going for him. He was a star ath-
lete, the MVP of his cross- coun-

try team, had a close-knit group
of friends and a loving family.
But in an instant, all of it
changed. Maloney recounts
the night that life as he knew it
was turned upside down by one
poor choice. After an evening
of drinking, Scott climbed out
of his dorm room in an attempt
to gain access to his dorm room
to retrieve his keys. He lost his
balance, falling three stories and
striking his head on the ground.
The resulting traumatic brain
injury nearly killed him, left

Maloney in a coma for three
weeks and required years of
therapy to relearn how to eat,
talk and walk again. His mes-
sage to audiences in his presen-
tation, “I AM ...”, is simple, one
poor decision can change a life
forever and he’s an example of
that. Infusing humor to help him
deliver his message, Maloney
impresses upon audiences the
power of positive thinking and
how negative influences can
have a drastic impact on the
preservation of mental health.

Paige Memorial Library lists upcoming events

HARDWICK - The staff at
the Paige Memorial Library, 87
Petersham Road, invites people
to explore their programs.

Story Hour meets Wednesday
mornings at 11 a.m. and the
Paige Writing group meets on
alternate Tuesdays at 3 p.m. The
Paige Book Club meets at 2 p.m.
monthly.

The Cookbook Club meet-
ing at 5:30 p.m. monthly on the
last Wednesday of the month.
Legos open building session
meet Wednesday, April 11, a
half day for Quabbin Regional
School District students, from
2-4 p.m.

On Saturday, April 13 the

Friends of the Paige Memorial
Library will launch their 2024
Seed Library. Paige Memorial
Library offered one of the first
Seed Libraries and they will
do it again with a bake sale, a
book sale and a garden themed
raffle basket. If people would
donate to the bake sale or raf-
fle, they may drop off their
donations at the library or call
413-477-6704 with any ques-
tions.

On Saturday, April 27 at
1:30 p.m. at the Town House,
on the Common, there will be
a workshop to with Gariné of
Kalina Folk Arts on how to cre-
ate a “Scrunch-Paint” tie-dye

style silk scarf. This workshop
is for teens and adults. Each
participant will leave with a
beautiful silk scarf masterpiece.
This program is supported
by a grant from the Hardwick
Cultural Council, a local agen-
cy which is supported by the
Massachusetts Cultural Council,
a state agency. Registration
is required. People may email
Directorpaigelibrary @ gmail.
com, call 413-477-6704 or stop
in.

The Paige Memorial Library
is open Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 2-7 p.m., Wednesdays from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturdays
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Quabbin Visitor Center lists First Thursday hikes

BELCHERTOWN - The
Department of Conservation
and Recreation’s Les and
Terry Campbell Quabbin
Visitor Center, is hosting First
Thursday Habitat Hikes each
month.

All ages are welcome at
these programs; however, dogs
are not allowed anywhere at
Quabbin Reservoir.

Quabbin is an area of
immense diversity of habitat,
from shady vernal pools to
sunny mountaintops. Staff will
be hosting hikes one Thursday
each month (weather permit-
ting) to spotlight some of these
beautiful landscapes.

Hikes will vary in location
and intensity and may focus on
an individual species or on a
more general area. For more
information and to register
visit www.mass.gov/locations/
quabbin-reservoir or email
QuabbinVisitor.Center @mass.
gov

Wetlands Walk

A 1.5-mile easy Wetlands
Walk will be held on Thursday,
April 4 from 11 a.m.-12:30
p.m. (https://goo.gl/maps/
RvC5y8AMtmWToTTq5).

This Habitat Hike will visit
two different types of wet-
lands. It will begin at the park-
ing area for Goodnough Dike
in Quabbin Park and walk the
Dike Road down to the wet-
lands’ location and back, cov-
ering approximately 1.5 miles
round trip.

Please dress appropriately
for the weather and be prepared
for wet/muddy conditions (wear
appropriate footwear).

Register at:https://app.smart-
sheet.com/b/form/fef46ba-
08256404fa1bd49660f68c624.

Gate 37 Forest Walk to

Wetlands

A 1.5-mile east Gate 37
Forest Walk to Wetlands will be
held on Thursday, May 2 from
11 am.-12:30 p.m. (https://
goo.gl/maps/wPedFYxiN-
5Qp8sVv9)

Meet at Gate 37 off Route
122 in the North of Quabbin
Reservation. Parking is limited.

This Habitat Hike will be a
short walk down a forest road
to a stunning wetland habitat. It
is a little over 1-mile round trip.

Those who are feeling
adventurous may opt to hike
further, up the side of Soapstone

Mountain to a spectacular
view of the Quabbin, though
be advised this portion is dif-
ficult and will not be a part of
the official hike. Please wear
appropriate footwear and pro-
tect yourself against ticks.

Register at:https://app.smart-
sheet.com/b/form/c3936¢c4d-
26c8443694b6b3fcObeb97d4.

Tower Trail Habitat Hike

Join a 3-mile moder-
ate Tower Trail Habitat Hike
on Thursday, June 6 from 11
a.m.-1 p.m. (https://goo.gl/
maps/9K3L4xf44nbVK4bG7)

This hike will meet at the
parking area inside the Middle
Entrance off Route 9. It is a
moderately difficult hike,
approximately 3-miles round-
trip up Quabbin Hill through
woodland and mountain habitat
and back.

Due to safety issues, hikers
will not be able to go up to the
tower itself, as it is currently
closed for renovations. Please
wear appropriate footwear and
protect yourself against ticks.

Register at: https://app.
smartsheet.com/b/form/
c2dd1551fbb7467bbd-
da704a469c7929.

Oakham

Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

Last day for nomination papers is March 29

The last day for candidates to obtain nomination
papers for the Annual Town Election is Friday, March
29. The last day to submit nomination papers is
Monday, April 8. The last day to register to vote for
election is Friday, May 10. Positions on the ballot for
three year terms are Select Board, Assessor, Board
of Health, Library Trustee, Cemetery Commission,
School Committee, Moderator, Town Clerk and Tree
Warden. There is a one year term for Constable to fill
a vacancy and a five year term for Planning Board.
Nomination papers may be picked updating regular
business hours at the Town Clerk’s Office Monday
6-7:30 p.m. and Fridays 10 a.m.-noon. A minimum
of 20 signatures are required. People may call town
clerk’s office at 508-882-5549, extension 4 for more
information.

Roadway Cleanup

On Saturday, April 20 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. there will
be a town wide roadside clean up day in recognition of
Earth Day on Monday, April 22. All Oakham residents
may participate in a roadside clean up day, before all
the ticks and grass grow too high. There will have a
dumpster available for drop off behind the municipal
buildings, Fire, Police and Highway. Blue trash bags
and gloves will be available. This is only for roadside
trash that can go into regular trash. There will be no dis-
posal of electronics, tires, mattresses or other items not
usually disposed of in weekly trash.

Recycling Day

The Oakham Board of Health will hold a Recycling
Day on Saturday, June 8 where they will be accepting
electronics, mattresses, medical sharps, medications as
they have in years past.

Golf Tournament

The GABB Tournament sponsored by the Oakham
Congregational Church will be held Monday, Aug. 5
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at Quail Hollow Golf & Country
Club, Old Turnpike Road, Oakham.

Registration is from 7:30-8:45 a.m. The tourna-
ment named in memory of Gretchen Nahkala, Art
Gray, Bob Lajoie and Bob Tyck benefits local chari-
ties. Cost is $100 per player and include 18 holes of
golf, a cart and a barbecue buffet. Cost is $360 per
foursome if paid by July 26. There will be prizes, raf-
fles and silent auction. For more information, people
may call Dawn Thistle at the Oakham Congregational
Church at 508-882-5537 and leave a message if there
iS nO answer.

Senior center

The Oakham Senior Center, lower level Town Hall,
is open Monday through Thursdays until 3 p.m. Fun
fitness is held at the New Braintree Town Hall every
Friday at 10:30 a.m. Ongoing activities also include
Tuesday at 10 a.m. Wii and Tuesday and Thursdays
walk away at 11 a.m., and Wednesdays at 9 a.m. coffee
with friends.

Gilbertville Public
Library lists events

GILBERTVILLE - The Gilbertville Public Library,
Main Street, will hold on Thursday, March 28 from
1-4 p.m. an Easter bake sale and book sale.

On Saturday, April 27 they will participate in the
Craft Fair at St. Joseph’s Church, South Street, Barre.
On Thursday, May 16 from 3-4 p.m. people may stop
by to make Mother’s and Father’s Day cards. On
Thursday, May 30 from 3-4 p.m. they may plant a
mini garden.

REMINDER:
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Service While You Wait

Brown. This reading and crafts program for preschool
children is typically held twice a month on Mondays
at the library. Parental supervision is required. People
may call the library at 508-867-7650 during regular
business for more information.

287 Main Street
Gardner

978-632-0241

Support the local
businesses that
support your
local newspaper.

Library holds Rainforest
Reptile Show on April 21

NEW BRAINTREE - Rainforest Reptile Shows, a
hands-on traveling animal show, is coming to the New
Braintree Town Hall, 20 Memorial Drive, on Sunday,
April 21at 3 p.m.

Children of all ages will have a chance to come
into direct contact with live reptiles, artifacts and their
incredible stories. This
program is presented by
the New Braintree Public
Library and is sponsored
in part by a grant from the
Hardwick/New Braintree
Cultural Council, a local
agency which is support-
ed by the Mass Cultural
Council, a state agency.

The program is free
and open to the public.
Children must be accompa-
nied by a responsible adult.
People may call the library
at 508-867-7650 during
regular business hours for
more information.

Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Barre
Gazette

All leftovers must go - No hidden fees
All new 2022s are less than invoice
Great Deals on all 2024 trailers

Family Owned & Operated for 60 Years
Open House Discounts on parts & accessories
Saturdays - April 6 & 13 - 8am to 5pm
Sundays - April 7 & 14 - 10am to 5pm

Daily Door Prizes

Flippin’ The Bird BBQ Food Truck
Breakfast & Lunch Saturdays April 6 & 13
Lunch Sundays April 7 and 14

The deals continue
from April 6 through April 14 -
Monday-Saturday 8am to 5pm

APRIL 6 & 7
APRIL 13 & 14

WA

LOCAL KETONE
PRONIOTER

Manns RV

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

BUY NOW
TO ENJOY
THIS
SUMMER!

FLIPPIN’
THE BIRD
BBQ FOOD

TRUCK

Check Out Facebook at
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF
Retail Prices
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Opinion

Letter to Editor

What is going on in the
small town of Qakham?

As of March 23, 2024, seven employees and
one selectman have left employment in the town of
Oakham.

Why? I think anyone watching selectmen’s meet-
ings can see the answer. The rude and dismissive atti-
tude of the Board of Selectmen towards their constitu-
ency and anyone who questions them is evident.

One should ask why certain employees are grant-
ed numerous raises and extra benefits above town
by-laws and others cannot even have a day off with
pay. The town has lost a town clerk (23 years), a prin-
cipal assessor (20 years), a town collector/treasurer (13
years), two board of health clerks leaving

shortly after hiring, the library director (10 years),
a selectman (5 years) and now the new principal asses-
sor after two years.

There is a lack of transparency when questioned as
to the reasons why. The Select Board talks about com-
plete transparency, but that is not the case. The people
in Oakham deserve better.

Ask what is going on and hold your elected offi-
cials accountable. Get involved, attend meetings, pay
attention and vote.

Bradford and Lisa Taylor
Oakham

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor )

Veteran uncertain about
Social Security and
healthcare coverage

Dear Rusty
I’'m not sure what I should sign up for in terms
of Social Security; I am 64 and I am still employed
full time and intend to stay employed until age 70.
I am retired from the Navy and receive military
retirement payments and have military TriCare,
as well as medical, dental, eye and life insurance
through my employer. I don’t want to lose benefits,
but I also don’t want to take Social Security until
it reaches the maximum at age 70 (I think that is
correct?). I will turn 65 in four months. Can you
advise me?
Signed: Uncertain Veteran

Dear Uncertain Veteran

First of all, thank you for your service to our coun-
try. From what you’ve shared, and since you’re still
working full time, not claiming Social Security yet is
a smart decision. If you were born in 1959 your Full
Retirement Age is 66 years and 10 months and, if you
claim SS before your full retirement age, you’ll be
subject to Social Security’s earning test, which would
likely make you ineligible to receive SS benefits at
this time.

The 2024 earnings limit (limit changes yearly)
when collecting Social Security early is $22,320 and,
if that is exceeded, Social Security will take away $1
in benefits for every $2 over the limit (half of what
you exceed the limit by). If you significantly exceed
the limit, SS will declare you temporarily ineligible
to collect SS benefits until you either reach your FRA
or earn less.

The earnings test no longer applies after you reach
your FRA. So, if you’re now employed full time and
plan to stay so until age 70 and you expect at least
average longevity (about 84 for someone your current
age), delaying until age 70 to claim Social Security is
how to get your maximum Social Security benefit.

As for your healthcare coverage as a veteran:
TriCare requires you to enroll in Medicare Part A
inpatient hospitalization coverage and Part B cov-
erage for outpatient services at age 65, but you do
not need to take Social Security when you enroll in
Medicare. You must, however, enroll in Medicare at
age 65 or you will lose your TriCare military health-
care coverage.

You could choose to delay enrolling in Medicare
at 65 because you have “creditable” employer cov-
erage, but if you do so you will lose your current
TriCare coverage and need to rely solely on your
employer healthcare plan. In that case, you would
still be able to enroll in both Medicare and TriCare-
for-Life without penalty prior to your employer cov-
erage ending and have coverage under both programs
thereafter. I suggest you contact TriCare directly at
1-866-773-0404 to discuss your personal TriCare
coverage after age 65. You can also go to www.
TriCare4U.com.

Whenever you enroll, Medicare will be the pri-
mary payer of your healthcare costs and TriCare

See SOCIAL SECURITY, page 5
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In Past Pages

5 years (April 4, 2019)

Barre Selectmen unanimously
approved and adopted a natural haz-
ard mitigation plan for the town,
a Federal Emergency Management
Agency. Planning assistant, Peter
Peloquin of Central Massachusetts
Regional Planning Commission,
presented the plan at the Monday
night Selectmen’s meeting. He
explained the plan was not a disas-
ter response. Instead, its goal was
to reduce hazard impacts before a
disaster happens.The handout he
prepared said, “A mitigation plan
identifies natural hazards and the
risks they pose to residents, infra-
structure, property and natural
resources and it prioritizes projects,
policies, education and procedures
for reducing these risks, now and in
the future.”

It was a full house with an ador-
ing audience when Andrew Moon
Bain took the stage last Saturday
evening and performed two original
acoustic pieces during the spring
Petersham Jams session. Standing
well over six feet tall with a com-
manding presence Bain’s melodic
vocals and guitar playing enchant-
ed those in attendance as he share
“Piercing the Veil” and one of his
new pieces, “Soulmate.” Bain was
one of almost tow dozen local
musicians, who gathered for the
widely popular Jams event held at
Davis Hall, a part of the Petersham
Unitarian Church on the Petersham
Common.

During the past winter several
members of the community wit-
nessed long time Oakham resident,
Larry Mascroft, bagging up the trash
along the roads on Route 148. Now
with spring upon us and Earth Day
quickly approaching the passion
was rekindled within the communi-
ty and discussions began again. On
March 27, the Parks and Recreation
Committee attended the Oakham
Selectmen’s meeting to inform them
of the plan for a town wide clean up
day and asked their permission to
use certain town areas as staging
points for the community to deposit
the trash picked up from the resi-
dents. The Board granted permis-
sion The road clean up will be held
Saturday, April 28.

10 years (March 27, 2014)

Stephanie Benoit is a very tal-
ented senior citizen. She not only
writes poetry, but she recently
had a selection of her poems pub-
lished, “Between a Lily Pond and
a Star.” Reeds Country Store was
the location this past Sunday for a
book signing and poetry reading.
Sue Reed introduced this multi-tal-
ented woman and point-

LOOK BACK
Bicentennial -1974

?\-

File photo
As part pf Barre’s Bicentennial celebration in 1974,
this picture was taken at a flag raising ceremony
on Old Home Day on Aug. 11 at North Park. Ward
Brown, Stewart Reed, George Rogers and William
Hudson, all members of American Legion Post 2 of
Barre participated.

Mead of the same name. Frank
Loesser wrote the music and lyrics
and Abe Burrows, Jack Weinstock
and Willie Gilbert wrote the script.

Matthew Castriotta, 48, a fif-
teen-year selectman for the town
of Hubbardston and past president
of the Massachusetts Selectmen’s
Association has announced plans
to run as a Democrat for the 5th
Worcester District seat being
vacated by State Representative
Anne Gobi (D-Spencer). Gobi has
announced her candidacy for the
Worcester, Hampden, Hampshire
and Middlesex senate seat held
by Senator Stephen M. Brewer
(D-Barre) who has announced his
retirement.

25 years (April 1, 1999)

President David Gale announced
he has appointed a building com-
mittee to study the possibility
of expanding the Barre Savings
Bank’s presence on the Barre Town
Common. This is in keeping with
the bank’s strategic plan and its
growth projections for the next 10
years. Gale said, “When I came to
Barre Savings Ban in 1992, we had
$55 million in assets, a new branch
in Paxton and 21 employees in the
main office. We now have $93 mil-
lion in assets, a second branch in
Princeton. He said, “We have very
little, if any room to grow.

Plans for the improvement and
expansion of the Woods Memorial
Library building have risen to a

new level with the organization by
the Barre Library Association of a
fund-raising committee whose aim
will be to involve interested mem-
bers of the community in attract-
ing that portion of the necessary
money beyond those being provided
by the Library Association. Library
Association members John H. Allen
and James F. Malley have agreed to
serve as committee co-chairmen.

“Brush Up Your Shakespeare”
and just enjoy the current Barre
Players production, “Kiss Me
Kate,” to be staged at the theater
on Common Street for the sec-
ond weekend tonight, Friday and
Saturday at 8 p.m. The many songs
are done in fine style by two sets
of lead characters, always backed
up in a professional manner by the
four-member orchestra.

38 years (April 3, 1986)

The annual Oakham town elec-
tion will be held next Monday,
April 7 in the Oakham Town Hall.
/The polls will be open from 10
a.m.-8 p.m. There will be a con-
test for two offices: Selectmen and
Planning Board. Robert J. Leary and
Raymond B. Crawford, incumbent
are both candidates for a three-year
term on the Board of Selectmen.
Bruce Lavallee and Denis del-
aGorgendiere are running for
Planning Board.

George McDonald, Barre

See PAST PAGES, page 9

ed out that Benoit painted
the artwork on the wall
behind her as well. She
came to New Braintree in
1947 just a couple of years
after World War II. Benoit
served as a Marine during
the war.

Election letters to the editor welcome

The Barre Gazette welcomes readers to participate in this year’s election campaigns by writing letters to the
editor for publication on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local residents endorsing candidates on the
ballot or discussing campaign issues should be sent to the Barre Gazette care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St.,
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to edowner@turley.com. Please include a daytime telephone
number for verification purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must be received by noon Monday to be considered
for that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No letters written by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters received is larger than the space available in the newspaper, or if the
letters become repetitive, the newspaper reserves the right to print a representative sample. No endorsement letters

Guest Column

Primroses serve
double duty

This week’s column was half done when I received
a text from a good friend who I haven’t seen in a few
months.

She had just read last week’s article and was reach-
ing out to congratulate me on my impending delivery.
What? If I were having a baby, my name may end
up in more than just the local paper- try the Guinness
Book of World Records.

Anyhow, I accidentally sent an old column in, not
the one I revamped in honor of my first born’s birth-
day. I am sorry you all missed out on a few new things
I had to say about the Gerber daisy, but I hope this
gave you a good laugh.

Another dear friend visited Cape Cod this past
week. She left the morning that we had some freezing
rain and light snow.

Later in the day I received a picture in a text mes-
sage that said, “at least it’s spring somewhere!” 1
chuckled as I looked at the pretty Polyantha Primroses
(Primula spp.) planted outside of an establishment,
almost beckoning tourists to jump start the busy sea-
son!

I countered her picture with one of my own, a
picture of a primrose in my garden, just greening up
but still weeks away from flowering. Why not take a
closer look at this double duty plant, just in time for
Easter giving.

What exactly do I mean by double duty? Pick one
up at the grocery store to enjoy indoors this spring and
then plant it in the garden.

Better yet, purchase a primrose as an Easter hostess
gift and it will be a spring harbinger for years to come
—a memory of you! Even though they are usually sold
in small pots, it’s hard to miss their brightly colored
flowers poking up through basal foliage.

They come in almost every color of the rainbow.
Like the infamous pregnancy gift from last week’s col-
umn, primroses also fall into the happy plant category!

Many types of primrose make great garden plants;
check the label to make sure the one you purchase is
hardy before planting it outdoors. I have had a clump
of primroses blooming for years now that originally
started out as a potted plant.

If it’s been growing indoors for a while, be sure to
let it harden off a bit before planting it in the ground;
a partly shady spot with moisture retentive soil is best.

Typically, primroses need to be divided every three
years or so, evident by die-out that begins in the center
of the plant. Simply separate a chunk from the outer
portion of the plant and replant it in rejuvenated soil.

I prefer to do this early in the season, but it can also
be accomplished right after flowering has ended. In
the heat of the summer, and especially in drier soils,
the plant can look a little yellow and ragged.

Keeping it well watered helps.

One year, when money was tight, I divided a plant
and potted up one of the divisions and gave it to my
sister in law as a hostess gift. She still has it growing
in her garden, and every once in a while, will send a
picture of it happily blooming.

See GARDEN, page 9
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This year the Barre
Players Theater selected
a muscial comedy for its
spring production. “How
to Succeed in Business
Without Really Trying.”
The production is based
upon a book by Shepherd

will be printed in the last edition before the election.

For more information, call the editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the newspaper plans to print stories about contested races for Congress, state
Senate, state House, district attorney and Governor’s Council during the weeks leading up to the election, as well as
a question-and-answer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political press releases will be
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in the Barre Gazette.

Barre Gazette, P.O.
Box 448, Barre, MA
01005 or via email to
edowner @turley.com.
The deadline for sub-
missions is Friday at
noon.

Publications, Inc.

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume
liability for the loss of photographs
or other materials submitted for
publication. Materials will not be
returned except upon specific request
when submitted.




Serenity Hill Sampler

by Jane McCauley

Spring came and went, it seemed.

I had the driveway plowed on Saturday. At least the
electricity stayed on, but I guess they call this snow
“Poor Man’s Fertilizer.”

I wonder if it will affect the daffodil bulbs that were
up about four inches. How about the buds on some of
the bushes? Last year, they were frozen.

I have been picking over recipes and household
hints. I made a special notebook of favorite recipes so
I don’t have to hunt for them. I made each category
like breakfast, desserts, drinks, main meals etc. using
file folders cut in half to make divisions.

Household hints

Here are a couple of household hints I plan to try.
Natural cooking spray may be made by combining one
part of extra virgin olive oil with five parts distilled
water in a glass spray bottle. Shake well before spritz-
ing onto cookie sheets or baking tins.

Pine pitch is another problem to get off your skin.

Having to pick up so many pine cone this year, I plan
to use this hint. Take rubbing alcohol, put on a rag
and the pitch will come right off. Another hint I used
was to apply shortening and it will come right off. In
Extension Service we use to make pine cone wreaths
and they taught us to use shortening to remove the
pine sap. Is it pine sap or pine pitch?

I just spent a few hours shining my silverware.
Here is a quick way to do it. Get an aluminum pan,
put your silver in the pan and cover it with baking
soda. Pour boiling water over it and let science work.
the chemical reaction of the aluminum and soda gets
your silver all nice and polished.

This and That

Easter comes early this year. I hope the readers all
have a very nice day and can spend it with their friends
and relatives. I hope the Easter Bunny will bring me
some of my favorite jelly beans.

*‘T’ ¢
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By Ellenor Downer

Fox sparrow

I had fox sparrows under my feeder for several
days now.

Most recently I counted five of them usually it
is two or three. The fox sparrow is a large sparrow
about seven inches long. It has a gray head and
back with bold, rufous or brown streaking. It has an
irregular shaped central dot on its breast and reddish,
brown rump and tail. The reddish coloring resembles
the color of a fox, hence its name.

It often jumps forward and back, pulling aside
ground cover to find food underneath. It may come
to feeders when seed is scattered on the ground. I
not only put seed in the tray feeders, but I sprinkle
some on the ground for the juncos, sparrows and
mourning doves.

The female lays four to six light blue green eggs
with darker marks in a cup like nest of grasses,
lichens and leaves lined with hair, fur and rootlets.
When we had horses, I would often find nests with
their hair in them. My daughters and I would leave
hairs groomed from their manes and tails on the
ground for the birds.

The fox sparrow’s song is a short series of clear
melodious whistles and it is more melodic than most
sparrows. Males may have one to three versions their

songs, which are distinct to each ma;le.
Interesting sightings

I have received emails of several interesting sight-
ings. A Granby resident wrote, “I recently saw a bald
eagle in my neighbors tree right next to my property.
It was on Feb. 28. To make sure what I was seeing,
I grabbed my binoculars and sure enough it was a
bald eagle. He stayed there for around five minutes
then he flew away.” She said, “It was my first time
spotting an eagle in Granby. I did spot one in the 90s
at the Quabbin flying around. I usually see hawks in
my neighborhood on a regular basis. But this was a
nice site to see for sure.”

A Barre resident saw a snow bunting on March
15. An Oakham resident saw two sandhill cranes on
the morning of March 15. He said, “While driving
down Rutland Road in Oakham, I did a double-take
and hit the brakes. There, near the road at Eva
Grimes’ old place, stood two Sandhill Cranes. They
almost could have been mistaken for lawn orna-
ments, but they were real. One stood erect while the
other pecked at the lawn grass. Last year I observed
three cranes fly over my house. Perhaps they plan
to nest in one of our large beaver-impacted marsh-
es?”

Brimfield resident

A Brimfield resident reported on March 18, he
saw 22 ring-necked ducks and an immature bald
eagle at a pond in Warren. He also said, “On South
Street where last year there were three great blue
heron nests and an osprey nest. There were two great
blue herons standing in one of the nests used last
year and an osprey sitting on the nest used previ-
ously. The osprey have been present there for three
years, producing at least one chick each year. He
also said his wife saw a dozen chipping sparrows in
their yard, a first of the year at this location.

He report the only spring arrival in our yard had
been one male robin a few days ago. No phoebes
yet and he still has some juncos and at least one
white-throated sparrow.

The Brimfield resident said he did a tour of some
local ponds on Wednesday. At the heron rookery at

Conant Brook in Monson he saw one great blue
heron and one tree swallow. In Brimfield, there were
54 male and 18 female common mergansers.

Turkey vultures

On Tuesday, I spotted about four turkey vultures
perched in a dead tree in Oakham. Several more
were circling overhead. I have seen then at this loca-
tion in past years.

People may report a bird sighting or bird related
experience by calling me at 413-967-3505, leaving a
message at extension 100, emailing mybackyard88 @
aol.com or edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

SOCIAL SECURITY,

continued from page 4

coverage after age 65.

opinions and interpretations of
the Association Mature Citizens
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PETER PAN,

continued from page 1

ing thrift shops.

“This year we get to actually
do it ourselves,” Germain said.

Germain has also enjoyed the
challenge of building the sets, and
coordinating between the cast and
crew.

Alma White has been perform-
ing since she was able to, follow-
ing in her mother’s footsteps.

“I would sit backstage and
watch mom perform,” she said.
Her mother is helping run the
lights for “Peter Pan”.

White has taken on the role
of Wendy Darling, a character
she can really relate to as she’s
become a mother figure to the
younger students.

“The kids always come up to
me...I love working with the kids
and making connections,” White
said.

In addition to being seniors at
Athol High School, both Germain
and White also attend Mount
Wachusett Community College in
the dual enrollment program.

Seventh grader Bronwyn
Whitney stars as the lead, Peter
Pan.

Whitney has been acting since
she was in kindergarten and had
her first stage role at the high
school as an extra in “Annie”. She
was also the Gingerbread Man in
“Shrek Jr.”.

The role of Peter Pan has
considerably more lines than
Whitney’s previous roles, includ-
ing a monologue.

Whitney said what she enjoys
most about being Peter Pan is

- Seventh grader
. Bronwyn Whitney
. stars as Peter
Pan in Athol High
School Theater
Department’

spring play.

Nana the dog is a puppet made by Co-Director Erin Shine.

channeling his confidence, as well
as his sassy and emotional side,
which comes out when Wendy
tries to leave Neverland.

Sixth grader Brohden Whitney
has joined Captain Hook’s crew as
Starkey, after previously playing
five different roles in “Shrek Jr.”.
He has been working hard to learn
his blocking and all of his lines.

Other cast members include
Sonia Arroyo as John Darling,
Yadira Hernandez Colon as
Michael Darling, Chevonne
Stockwood as Tinkerbell, Sean
Kelley as Captain Hook, William
Zangarine as Smee, Ann DeBarros
as Mrs. Darling, Aubrey Sumner
as Noodles, Karma Chandler as
Curley, Greta Kelley as Cookie,
Riley Woods as Pots & Pans,
Liliana Gaudet as Two Moons,
Nicole Woods as Skylight, Gianna
Harkness as Nibs, Addison
L’Ecuyer as Tootles, Emmalyn

Talbot as Slightly, Sarah Day
as Tigerlily/Liza, Peace Osoro
as Big Little Panther and Brady
Wehmeyer as Raging Waters.

Finne thanked the staff and
administration for being so sup-
portive of the cast and crew of
“Peter Pan”, and for helping out
with rehearsals.

“Peter Pan” is a play based on
J.M. Barrie’s classic novel adapt-
ed for the stage by Craig Sodaro.
It is produced by special arrange-
ment with Pioneer Drama Service,
Inc., Denver, Colorado.

Performances at Athol High
School, 2363 Main St., include

Friday, April 5 at 7 p.m., Saturday,
April 6 at 7 p.m. and Sunday,
April 7 at 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

Tickets are available at the
door and are $8 for adults, $2 for
children and free for children aged
4 and under.

Foundation’s staff, trained and
accredited by the National Social
Security Association To submit a
question, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor
is a Social Security advisor for
AMAC.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social Security
Administration or any other gov-
ernmental entity. This article is
intended for information purpos-
es and does not represent legal or
financial guidance. It presents the

will be the secondary payor. Your
vision, dental, and prescription
drug coverage would be through
TriCare (Medicare does not cover
those services) or acquired sepa-
rately. Just remember, you must
be enrolled in Medicare Part A and
Part B to have TriCare-for-Life

Members of the Neverland Indian Tribe search
for Captain Hook.

Captain Hook listens for the tell-tale tick-
tock of the crocodile that is following him.
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THURSDAY, MARCH 28

EASTER BAKE AND BOOK SALE will be
held at the Gilbertville Public Library, 259 Main St.,
Gilbertville today from 1-4 p.m. There will be pies,
breads, squares, cakes, cookies and more

CIRCLE OF SONG REHEARSALS take place
tonight at 7 p.m. in the Barre Town Hall, Exchange
Street, Barre. The choral group of 23 years sings
in four-part harmony and often in other languages.
People may email julie@mhof.net or call 978-257-
1192 for more information. They preform several
concerts during the year. The next concert will be
Saturday, May 18 at the Barre Town Hall. New mem-
bers are always welcome. Membership dues are slid-
ing scale from $25 per year for students and $40 - $70
for adults according to ability to pay. If people are
interested in joining Circle of Song, they may email
Julie Rawson, director, at julie@mhof.net, or call 978-
257-1192 or show up at a rehearsal.

RUTLAND SCHOLARSHIPS sponsored by the
Rutland Historical Society are now accepting schol-
arship applications. The scholarships are offered to
any two Rutland high school seniors planning to enter
college, who have resided in the town of Rutland for
at least two years. The two $500 awards are based on
scholarship with an emphasis given to involvement
and contributions in the areas of both school and
community. Applicants can obtain scholarship forms
by emailing Sheila Judkins at sljwheeler @gmail.com.
Forms should be submitted with an official transcript,
SAT or ACT scores and a letter of recommendation by
May 31. They should send completed app

FRIDAY, MARCH 29

FRIDAYS WITH FRIENDS will be held today
from 3:30-4:30 p.m. at the Woods Memorial Library,
19 Pleasant St., Barre in the multipurpose room for
school age children children. Different activities
are held each week ranging from arts and crafts to
STEAM based challenges all meant to bring the com-
munity closer together. The program is held Fridays
during January, February and March and is recom-
mended for ages five plus.

SATURDAY, MARCH 30

SATURDAY STORY TIME will be held today
from 10:30 a.m.-noon at the Woods Memorial Library,
19 Pleasant St., Barre in the multipurpose room at the
library. The program is recommended for ages three
to six. Each week Ms. Katie will read a story and
pair it with a craft or related activity. To request sign
language interpretation or other accommodation for
special needs for any program, people should call the
Library Director at least two weeks before the program
date at 978-355-2533 extension 101 or email jhood@
barrelibrary.org.

SATURDAY, APRIL 6
DESIGNER PANCAKE BREAKFAST sponsored
by Cradle Rock Chapter Order of Eastern Star will
take place today from 7:30-10:30 a.m. at Mt. Zion
Masonic Lodge hall, 71 Pleasant St., Barre. Cost is
$9 per adult and $5 per child 10 and under. Menu

Turley Publications Photo by Ellenor Downer

This week’s mystery photo is from North Brookfield. If any readers know where this
photo was taken, they may email edowner@turley.com or call the Barre Gazette at
413-967-3505, extension 100 with their answer by noon on Monday, April 1. The names
of those that correctly guessed the location will appear in the following edition.. Bill
Bowles, Gary Brigham, Peggy Civilik, Stephen Craven and Evelyn Luukko correctly
identified the photo. The photo last week was the Nexamp solar array on Barre Road

Cutoff in New Braintree.

includes design your own pancakes, waffles, sausage
gravy with biscuits, bacon, sausage, orange juice,
coffee and 100% real maple syrup. All are welcome to
this all you can eat breakfast.

WARWICK CHILDREN’S BUSINESS FAIR will
be held today from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Warwick
Community School Gym, 41 Winchester Road,
Warwick, MA. For more details, people may email
Warwickchildrenbusinessfair @ gmail.com.

SUNDAY, APRIL 7
RAISE THE CROWN, a musical for Easter, will be
performed by the Christian Community Choir present-
ed today at 3 p.m. Today’s performance is on Sunday,
April 7 at 3 p.m. at St. John the Baptist Catholic
Church, 131 Blaine Avenue, East Brookfield.

TUESDAY, APRIL 9
HISTORY AT PLAY (TM, LLC) with Judith
Kolaora is hosted by the Rutland Historical Society
and the Rutland Cultural Council today at 7 p.m. at the
Rutland Library, 280 Main St., Rutland. Kolaora will
portray, “Unsung Heroines of WWIL.” She delivers a

one-woman, dynamic performance highlighting the
accomplishments of five women, who risked their lives
in defense of their country. A display of WWII memo-
rabilia will be on display.This event is free and open to
the public.

POETRY AND JAZZ to celebrate National Poetry
Month will be held tonight and Tuesday, April 23 at
6 p.m. at the Woods Memorial Library, 19 Pleasant
St., Barre. Each night will feature two local poets
reading from their books and two local musicians
playing live jazz music. Tonight features poets,
Susan Roney-O’Brien and David Thoreen and musi-
cians, Dick Hummel and Jerry Willfong. On April
23, the program features poets, Jonathan Blake and
Clair Degutis and musicians, Rich Falco and Jerry
Willfong. This program is supported by a grant from
the Barre Cultural Council, a local agency which
is supported by the Mass Cultural Council, a state
agency.

TUESDAY, APRIL 16
ENDANGERED SPECIES EDUCATIONAL
PUPPET SHOW for all ages will beheld during school

vacation week for this special program today at 7 p.m.
at the Boylston Town House, 599 Main St., Boylston.
Life-size puppets created by artist Amanda Gibson
will delight the audience with information on the
African Painted Dog, the Kakapo, the Vaquita, the
Chimpanzee, and the Tiger, and their endangered
status. A graduate of the Massachusetts College of
Art and Design, Gibson combines her love of sto-
rytelling and art to showcase the versatility of pup-
petry. This ‘Night of Community Spirt’ is sponsored
by Worcester Central Pomona, a district Grange, and
the local chapters of Central Community, Holden,
North Orange, Petersham and Sterling. In addition
to the entertainment, a donation of items, the result
of a five-month community service foster care proj-
ect, will be presented to a representative from the
Worcester East office of the Department of Children
and Families. Door prizes and refreshments will con-
clude the evening. All are welcome to join us for this
free educational and entertaining event. The pro-
gram is funded through an Opportunity Grant award-
ed by the Massachusetts State Grange. For more
information, people may email jsegur55@gmail.com
or call 508-886-2341.

FRIDAY, APRIL 19

SUPPORT GROUP for grandparent raising grand-
children will be held today from 9:30-11 a.m. at
Worcester Family Resource Center, 20 Cedar St.,
Worcester. This group meets the third Friday of every
month. People should call 508-796-1411 or email
yiwfrycyouice @sevenhillsorg to register or for more
information.

SATURDAY, APRIL 27

STERLING GRANGE 150th ANNIVERSARY
will be observed with a with a public supper and
program on today at 5:30 p.m. at the Sterling Senior
Center, 36 Muddy Pond Road, Sterling. Swedish
meatballs, mashed potatoes, green beans, tossed
salad, bread, cake and ice-cream will be served. A
brief history of the Grange will be presented by
the Massachusetts State Grange historians, Amber
and Randy Vaill. Lively tunes from The Sterling
Strummers will conclude the festivities. Admission
is $15 for adults, $8 for children 6 — 12 and free for
children 5 and under. Reservations can be made by
calling 508-886-2341 or emailing name and number
of tickets to sterlinggrange53 @ gmail.com.

SATURDAY, MAY 4

PIONEER VALLEY QUILt GUILD will be pre-
senting their “Up, Up and Away” quilt show today
from 9 a.m-5 p.m. and Sunday, May 5 from 10
a.m.-4 p.m. at the Elks #61 Lodge at 440 Tiffany St.,
Springfield. The venue is handicapped accessible. In
addition to beautiful quilts and our eight foot quilted
balloon on display, there will be vendors, an apprais-
er, raffle baskets, a raffle quilt and a food vendor.
They will also be selling handmade items from their
members at the PVQG Boutique. Admission is $10.
Groups of 10 or more can receive a discount by asking
for Janet Foy upon arrival.

BARRE,

continued from page 1

answer to a question by the board
of the drone’s longevity, he replied
about 10 years. The drone has a
44 minute run time and came with
spare batteries. Following discus-
sion the Board approved the use of
American Rescue Plan Act funds of
$5,752 toward the drone.
911 Memorial

Dennis Fleming and Charles
Fullam of the 911 Development
Committee attended the meeting to
request funds to complete the 911
Memorial on Barre Common. He

HAPPY

Cuslr

gecgedele

said the committee ideally would
like it completed for Sept. 11 of
this 250th anniversary year.

The cost to complete the mon-
ument was $38,000. He said the
turnaround time for ordering mate-
rials was two months.

Public comment

During the public comment peri-
od at the beginning of the meet-
ing, Neil Anders questioned why
the town still had a fire truck on
the road, which Fire Chief Rob
Rogowski said was non-complaint
with current requirements in his
grant application to replace that
piece of equipment. Anders said the

truck in question even went out of
town on three occasions for mutual
aid. The Board said they would talk
with the town’s insurance carrier.
Select Board Vice Chair Dixson
said as of now the truck has insur-
ance.
Old business

Under old business, Sam Lipson
brought up the new fire truck pur-
chases and the need for the Board
to hold a public meeting on this
issue before the Town Election on
April 1. The Select Board held an
informational meeting on this two
weeks ago.

Select Board Chair Marshall

syl
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Easter candy

Riscilla

4 MAIN STREET
GARDNER, MA 01440
(978) 6327148

Eggs, Rabbits,
Baskets and All Your
Easter Favorites

www.priscillacandyshop.com

EiFacebook £ Twitter

19 WALDEN STREET
CONCORD, MA 01742
(978) 371-0585

Mon.-Fri. 9am-5:30pm e Sat. Yam-5pm

Open: March 28 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Fri., March 29 9 a.m. - 7 p.m. ¢ Sat., March 30 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Closed Easter Sunday and Monday, April 1

Our family has been making candy since 1936

® Instagram

Master Jeweler
Gabriel Serrano

Harris’ passion

for fine jewelry
and exceptional

X7,

continues Michael

customer service.

95 Main Street, Ware, MA 01082
Ei 3+ 413-277-0364 | dioguardijewelers.com

EASTER
SALE!

(excluding fire & ice diamond)

said the meeting should not be held
without the Fire Chief present. He
will return the end of this month
from his two week training with the
National Guard. Both parties spoke
longer than the allotted two min-
utes for public comment.

Anders said his lawsuit with the
town brought up at the Feb. 7, 2022
meeting should be in the minutes.
Select Board Vice Chair Dixson
said he would review the meet-
ing recording. The Administrative
Assistant left the meeting, returned
and presented Anders with a copy
of those minutes. The discussion
became heated.

on June 4.

HUBBARDSTON,

continued from page 1

advocating for changes in state
funding formulas and making
difficult decisions about budget
priorities. The severity of the pro-
jected increase in Hubbardston’s
QRSD assessment for FY25 can-
not be overstated. Urgent action
is needed. People should come
equipped with knowledge and
ideas to the Annual Town meeting

Boudreau encourages every-
one to review the projected FY

2025 budget on the Town website
by visiting https://www.hubbard-
stonma.us. They should click on
FY 2025 proposed budget now
available for review and all will
be open to see. Residents should
familiarize themselves with
the important committee meet-
ing videos also available under
Meeting Videos on the left side.
In addition,

if they have not yet done so,
click the Subscribe box and sign
up for anything they want to stay
on top of as it happens in the
town.

c0280:0280:0280:048

PARKER HOUSE OF PIZZA

17 Pleasant Street, Downtown Gardner
The Building with the Blue Awning

978-632-9383
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Quabbin
baseball nears
season opener

BARRE - The Quabbin Regional High School
baseball team is hoping to improve on last season’s
performance as they failed to make the state tourna-
ment. The Panthers are scheduled to host Littleton in
its season opener on Monday, April 1, followed by a
home game against Oakmont on Friday, April 5.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

scrimmages scheduled this week.

The Panthers are hoping for a better
Quabbin Regional baseball works out in the The Panthers did not have any season this year as come back a

high school gymnasium Monday afternoon. year more experienced.

3:30 p.m.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Pathfinder’s baseball team gathers at the start of practice.

throwing with the ball.

play.

A Pathfinder player makes a throw
A Pathfinder outfielder comes up back to the infield after making a

Pioneers getting set
to face Sci-Tech

PALMER - Earlier this week, the Pioneers baseball
team continued its preparation for the upcoming reg-
ular season. The Pioneers are scheduled to travel to
Sci-Tech on Monday, April 1 at 4 p.m., then return
home to face Smith Vocation on Friday, April 5 at

The Pioneers practice their outfield work
Monday afternoon.

www.sports.turley.com

Panthers face
preseason competition

BARRE - On
Monday afternoon,
Quabbin softball host-
ed Athol High School
in a scrimmage. With
the weather not looking
favorable, this could be
Quabbin’s only scrim-
mage before the Panthers
start their regular season
opener on Monday, April
1. The Panthers will host
Littleton at 4 p.m.

Turley photos by
Gregory A. Scibelli

Quabbin softball
faced Athol in a
scrimmage on
Monday afternoon.

The
Panthers
are racing
against
the
weather
to prepare
for the
regular
season.

The Panthers get the close out at first base.

Springfield Thunderbirds rebound to defeat Syracuse Crunch

SPRINGFIELD - The
Springfield Thunderbirds (28-29-3-
2) got a hat trick from one of their
key stars en route to a 6-4 triumph
over the Syracuse Crunch (35-20-
4-2) on Saturday night before the
11th consecutive sellout crowd
of 6,793 inside the MassMutual
Center.

It was the home team that drew
first blood on the scoreboard. Right
winger Will Bitten intercepted
a Syracuse pass in Springfield’s
defensive zone and went in alone
on a breakaway. Bitten made a
nifty forehand to backhand move
before tucking the puck past
Syracuse netminder Hugo Alnefelt,

notching his 14th goal of the sea-
son and giving the T-Birds a 1-0
lead at 3:37 of the first.

Unfortunately, the Springfield
lead slipped away in the waning
seconds of Syracuse’s first power
play. After taking off on a rush
up-ice into the T-Birds zone, Felix
Robert filtered a pass into the blue
paint that glanced off a defend-
er before slipping in past Vadim
Zherenko at 16:22.

The T-Birds, though, respond-
ed in kind and regained their one-
goal lead with less than a minute
to play in the opening period.
After a brief give-and-go between
Hugh McGing and Hunter Skinner

at the offensive blue line, Skinner
made a terrific pass through traf-
fic to the left-wing side. Ryan
Suzuki received the pass and wast-
ed no time whistling a release past
Alnefelt on the glove side of the
net for his 10th tally on the year.
That marker gave the T-Birds a 2-1
lead going into the first intermis-
sion, and Zherenko made that stand
up with a sensational diving stop
on Waltteri Merela with barely a
second remaining on the clock on
a crease scramble at the end of the
frame.

It only took 30 seconds for the
Thunderbirds to add to their lead
in the second. Mikhail Abramov

found his linemate Jakub Vrana
streaking down the left wing on a
stretch pass. Vrana took the feed
and ripped a perfect shot past the
glove of the Syracuse netminder to
give Springfield a 3-1 lead.

Still, Syracuse would not go
away as they narrowed the
Springfield lead back to one less
than three minutes later. After a
Syracuse shot took a crazy carom
off the plexiglass behind Zherenko,
the puck found the stick of Crunch
defenseman Devante Stephens,
who quickly spun a turnaround
shot through Zherenko to make it
3-2 at 2:44.

Tempers flared shortly there-

after as Sam Bitten and Tyson
Feist dropped the gloves at the
14:11 mark of the period. As he
had done all season, Bitten’s fight
fired up the sold-out crowd in the
Thunderdome, and it, in turn, led to
offensive fireworks a few minutes
later. After Quinn Schmiemann
was called for a hooking infrac-
tion, Will Bitten got his second of
the night, taking advantage of a
crazy carom off the corner glass
that skittered right to him in front
of Alnefelt. While the Crunch goal-
ie got a piece, the puck squeezed
home, and the two-goal lead was
restored, 4-2, at 9:59 of the middle
frame.

Vrana and Bitten’s line was not
done, either. As the game went
to 4-on-4 in the closing minutes,
Vrana and Abramov capitalized
on a 2-on-1, as Abramov slipped
a left-wing shot over Alnefelt’s
glove, giving Springfield a 5-2 lead
at 17:46, a lead that carried into the
intermission.

Syracuse did not go quiet-
ly into the night, and Ilya Usau’s
goal at 4:46 made it a 5-3 game.
Zherenko kept the Crunch at bay
until Alnefelt went to the bench for
an extra skater with under six min-
utes to play. Just moments after the

See T-BIRDS, page 8
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Railers pick up much-needed win

READING, PA -
The Worcester Railers HC (27-
28-5-3, 62pts) beat the Reading
Royals (26-31-5-2, 59pts) on
Sunday afternoon by the final
score of 6-3 in front of a crowd
of 3,310 at Santander Arena.
Worcester heads back home
to take on the Newfoundland
Growlers for the first time from
the DCU Center this season on
Wednesday, March 27th at 7:05
p-m.

Reading’s Joe Nardi (1-1-
2) scored his second goal of
the weekend to open the scor-
ing with 6:43 left in the first.
Worcester fired back with three
unanswered in the second from
Ashton Calder (1-0-1), Keeghan
Howdeshell (1-0-1) and Anthony
Callin (1-1-2) to put Worcester
ahead 3-1 going into the third.
Andrei Bakanov (1-1-2) scored
along with two empty net goals
from Trevor Cosgrove (2-1-3),
while Reading got goals from Jake
Smith (1-0-1) and Tag Bertuzzi
(1-0-1) en route to a 6-3 Railers
victory.

Reading controlled the flow of
play in the first, testing Tikkanen
with nine shots on goal. Joe Nardi
(16th) found a rebound along the
near goal line and hammered it
back towards Tikkanen, beating
him near side to give Reading
the late 1-0 advantage in the first.
Worcester was outshot 9-6 in the
first period.

The second period played out
similarly for the Railers to their
third period on Friday, which was
headlined by a flurry of goals.
First it was Ashton Calder (16th)
in the slot off a nice feed from
Ryan Scarfo to beat Maier and tie
the game 1-1 2:04 into the peri-
od. The assist was Scarfo’s first
point as a Railer. Just 3:21 later,
Keeghan Howdeshell placed a
perfect wrist shot over the blocker
hand of Maier to put Worcester
ahead 2-1. Mason Klee picked
up his first professional point on
the goal, notching the secondary
assist. Worcester’s Anthony Callin
piled on with a goal 3:26 later.
Zach White hit him with a pass
on the tape while he sped into the

offensive zone and sent a wrist
shot top shelf past Maier and give
Worcester a 3-1 lead goign into
the third.

The Railers tagged on one
more early in the third with a
shot from Andrei Bakanov (11th).
He picked up the loose puck in
the slot and wristed it past Maier
to open Worcester’s lead to 4-1.
Reading bounced back 1:06 later
as Jake Smith outwaited Henrik
Tikkanen and wrapped it into the
open net to make it a 4-2 game
for most of the third. With the net
empty, Trevor Cosgrove found the
puck in open ice thanks to Andrei
Bakanov chipping at it and sailed
it into the empty net to make it 5-2
Worcester.

Reading came back thirty
seconds later with a goal from
Tag Bertuzzi past the left arm
of Henrik Tikkanen and cut it
back down to a two-goal game.
Cosgrove once again scored an
empty netter, this time from 180
feet as Worcester skated away
with a 6-3 win over Reading on
Sunday afternoon.

Registration now open for Quabbin Valley baseball

The Quabbin Valley Over-
28 Baseball League is looking to
infuse new talent into its league for
the 2024 season.

Registration for the 2024 sea-
son is now open and any interested
players can go to www.quabbinval-
leybaseball.org to get registered, or
to seek more information or make
inquiries about the league. The
league website will also be updated
over the next month with informa-
tion about the upcoming season.

There are many open roster
spots available in the league for the
2024 season, which is tentative-
ly scheduled to begin on Sunday,

April 21. The league plays most
Sunday from late April through
late August with playoffs following
that. The league plays a 15-game
schedule and typically fields six
teams each year. Games are usu-
ally played at 10 a.m. with fields
in Easthampton and South Hadley
normally used.

The Quabbin Valley league is
an all-abilities league and all are
welcome to join. Eligibility is
players who are age 28 and over.
You must be 30 to be eligible to
pitch in the league. Your age for
eligibility is whatever age you will
turn in 2024. The league is also

able to entertaining taking in an
entire group as a team to add to
the league. Please email the league
board for to inquire about entering
a team.

The league is currently in
the process of preparing for the
2024 season and held a meeting
on March 24 to discussion plans
for the upcoming season. The
next meeting will be held after the
league’s open practice for all play-
ers, including players interested
in joining the league. The open
practice will be at Beachgrounds
Park in South Hadley at 10 a.m. on
April 7.

Registration now open to take part in Bay State Games

WOBURN - Registration for
the 42nd annual Bay State Summer
Games is now open. The 2024
Summer Games will include thirty
sports with competitions from May
11 — July 27 at venues throughout
eastern and central Massachusetts
including Game On in Fitchburg,
Boston Sports Institute in
Wellesley, Union Point Sports
Complex in Weymouth, and North
Star Ice Sports in Westborough.
Bay State Games participants
range in age from 5 to over age
75 and represent more than 300
Massachusetts communities as
well as surrounding New England
States in some sports. From grass-

roots participants to accomplished
amateur athletes, the Bay State
Games provide opportunities for
the athlete in all of us.

Seven high school showcase
sports will take place for a vari-
ety of sports, including baseball,
basketball, field hockey, ice hock-
ey, soccer, softball, and volley-
ball. Athletes currently in grade
8-11 who live or go to school in
Massachusetts are eligible to attend
regional tryouts during the month
of June. These tryouts will deter-
mine teams representing the vari-
ous regions of the Commonwealth
that will compete against each
other in July. Check each sport

page for specific eligibility require-
ments.

The Summer Games include a
wide variety of individual sports
including swimming, track & field,
figure skating, pickleball, wres-
tling, weightlifting, badminton,
and more. These sports are open to
a wide range of ages and skill lev-
els from youth participants to mas-
ters-aged athletes. Adaptive sport
divisions in archery, swimming,
and track & field are offered, as
well. Bay State Games also orga-
nizes tournaments for pre-exist-
ing teams in rugby, and 6v6 field
hockey.

Returning in 2024, Table Tennis

will take place on June

L4 @turleysports

www.turleysports.com

[ dacebook.com/turleysports

1 at PingPod in Boston
after a 5-year hia-
tus from the Summer
Games sport lineup.
New venues include
Babson College, which
will host the Girls

Turleysports

Historical Society accepting
scholarship applications

RUTLAND - The Rutland
Historical Society is now accepting
scholarship applications.

The scholarships are offered
to any two Rutland high school
seniors planning to enter college,
who have resided in the town of
Rutland for at least two years.
The two $500 awards are based
on scholarship with an emphasis
given to involvement and contri-
butions in the areas of both school

and community.

Applicants can obtain schol-
arship forms by emailing Sheila
Judkins at sljwheeler @ gmail.com.
Forms should be submitted with
an official transcript, SAT or ACT
scores and a letter of recommen-
dation by May 31. They should
send completed applications to
Rutland Historical Society, c/o
Sheila Judkins, 76 Wheeler Road,
Rutland, MA 01543.

St. Aloysius
Catholic School

lists honor roll

HARDWICK - St.
Aloysius Catholic School in
Gilbertville lists students
named to the second trimester
honor roll.

High Honors

Jason Aller

Honors

Dianne Aller, Sophia
Adams, Aria Carfagna,
Hannah LaRochelle and
Christopher Rice.

Saint Anselm College announces Dean’s List

MANCHESTER, NH - Saint
Anselm College announces the
Dean’s List of high academic
achievers for the first semester of
the 2022-2023 school year.

Mark W. Cronin, Dean of the

College, announced that the fol-
lowing students are on the Dean’s
List: Sean Kelleher of Rutland,
Class of 2024 environmental stud-
ies and politics major and Jacob
Nadeau of Rutland, Class of 2024,

business major.

To be eligible for this honor, a
student must have achieved a grade
point average of 3.4 or better in the
semester with at least 12 credits of
study which award a letter grade.

NB SCHOOL
COMMITTEE,

continued from page 1

“Students were able to connect
with each other and their teach-
ers in a new way that strengthened
their relationships,” he said.

Seniors took part in several
tours to local manufacturers as part
of the work-based learning pilot
program. These students can then
apply for an internship with these
manufacturers.

A career day is also planned
for grades seven-12 on March 28.
Almost 25 representatives from a
variety of career fields will speak
with students.

On May 8 from 5-7 p.m., John
Morello will perform “Dirt” for
students, families and community
members.

Priestley said kindergarten
enrollment is now open and fam-
ilies of prospective students have
been sent notices.

She thanked guest readers
who participated in Community
Reading Day earlier this month.

The Friday before April vaca-
tion, the Elementary School will
hold its annual Earth Day celebra-
tion, which features a fun-filled
day of learning and activities. She
said they are looking for donations
of empty two-liter bottles.

Director of Student Services
Ann Knapp gave an update on
English Language Learners, add-
ing that testing has been completed
and groupings have been adjusted
based on results.

Knapp said the first list for
extended year services for special
education students has been draft-
ed.

“We all know that this is going
to change as IEP meetings come
up and different children qualify or
come off, but we have a working
list to go from,” she said.

Knapp said the list will drive
program scheduling and staffing
needs. Tentative dates for extended
year services are July 8 through
Aug. 9.

A parent interview question-
naire for parents of incoming pre-
schoolers has been refined, and is
receiving positive feedback.

Regionalization update

School Committee Chair Ron
Ryel said the Regional Agreement
Amendment Committee met and
reviewed what the Department
of Elementary and Secondary
Education had sent to the attor-
ney regarding the regionalization
agreement. He said the committee
sent back answers to the questions
posed by DESE in the correspon-
dence.

Ryel said he hopes the commit-
tee will hear back from DESE prior
to its next meeting.

Recognitions

McCormick recognized basket-
ball coaches Caitlyn Malone and
Steve Carrington for both being
named Coach of the Year and
1,000-point scorer Jose Rivera for
being named the Most Valuable
Player.

He said of the two basketball
teams, four girls and four boys
made the All-Star team.

This season was, “a fantastic
showing by both basketball teams,”
McCormick said.

McCormick also recog-
nized Student Representative
Olivia Giangrande and the
Student Council for a success-

ful Massachusetts Association
of Student Councils conference,
including earning the Gold Council
of Excellence award.

“Only 65 or so schools get rec-
ognized out of all the high schools
in the commonwealth,” he said.
“So it’s quite an achievement.”

Student Council update

Giangrande said the students
enjoyed their winter sports pep
rally to celebrate the school’s bas-
ketball teams.

“We were very excited to cel-
ebrate the girls’ varsity league
championship win and Jose
Rivera’s 1,000 points,” she said.

Giangrande said 10 members
of Student Council attended the
state conference in Hyannis where
they participated in workshops and
elections, and heard from keynote
speakers.

“This conference teaches mem-
bers new leadership skills and
helps us to improve our council as
a whole,” she said.

Three seniors received the
Commonwealth Award for excel-
lence within their council and the
Student Council earned the Gold
Council of Excellence award.

Spring spirit week will be held
the week prior to April vacation
featuring different themes for each
day and a lip sync competition.

New staff

McCormick said the school
district welcomed a new speech
language pathology assistant, as
well as a new paraprofessional who
will start on April 1. He said he is
meeting with a teacher candidate
as well.

“We’re constantly looking to
bring new people on,” he said.

T-BIRDS,

continued from page 7

ensuing faceoff, Cole Koepke redi-
rected a pass in the slot from Alex
Barre-Boulet, and the Springfield

with just over a minute to play
when a Barre-Boulet shot squeezed
through Zherenko’s legs and rolled
precariously across the goal line.
Jack Finley seemed to have a wide-
open net, but he could not get

night by racing up ice and chipping
the loose puck into the empty net
with 1:01 remaining, making it a
6-4 final.

Springfield begins a crucial six-
game road trip on Friday night in

lead was down to 5-4 with just 5:05 the puck across the line, and the Hartford against the Wolf Pack.
Athlete Of the Month see BAYSTATE to go. T-Birds survived the threat.
GA'\QES, Things got dicey for Springfield Bitten capped off his sweet
— page

> NAME: Mia Ducos
SCHOOL: Quabbin

To nominate

Ducos helped lead Quabbin
girls basketball to a Central
Mass. Championship for the
first time with a win over Notre
Dame Academy. She led the
team with 11 points in the win.
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KofC sponsors first major
fundraiser of the year

Eddie Forman band
plays for playground

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @turley.com

WARE - The St. Aloysius
Catholic School in Gilbertville is
working to raise money through
several fundraisers to construct a
playground for the students to
enjoy at recess.

The school’s Financial Manager
and Enrollment Coordinator,
Roberta McQuaid, has been
working with the members of the
school’s PTO and the Ware Council
183 Knights of Columbus to bring
this playground into being.

“The playground is for the
school, for our elementary school

students. For them to actually have
playground equipment will be won-
derful,” McQuaid said.

The Joe C. Knight Memorial
Playground will be built in memo-
riam of a beloved community mem-
ber. With the fence built first, it
brings safety as the school awaits
the final construction of the play
equipment.

“Joe and Jen Knight were found-
ing parents of the school in 2016,
and Joe was a board member up
until his passing two years ago,”
McQuaid said. “His mother, Kathy
Knight teaches second and third
grade at the school.”

The first major fundraising
event this year will be a Spaghetti
Dinner Fundraiser on Saturday,
April 6 at St. Mary’s Church hall
on South Street. Ware Council 183
Knights of Columbus is sponsoring

the event, and they will be using
the hall to host and the kitchens to
cook.

Keeping toes tapping and the
beat going at the dinner is the
renowned Eddie Forman polka
band. The band is donating their
performance for the entire event.

“The families have been contrib-
uting and helping by selling tickets,
and contributing items for themed
baskets that will be raffled off at the
end of the night,” McQuaid said.

The next fundraising event will
be a 5K held at Grenville Park the
first weekend of May. “Many of our
families participate in the 5K — you
can walk or run,” McQuaid said.

The school and community are
looking forward to the construction
of this playground, and it will bring
fun and enjoyment to the children
for many years to come.

Mysterious women in history:
the Mary Lane Version

By Lynn Caulfield Lak

Years ago, my friend Craig
Simmons asked me If I would por-
tray Mary Lane for the cemetery
tour that he was planning for Aspen
Grove Cemetery.

I said, “I’d love that,” and set
about learning more about Mary
Lane so I could bring artifacts and
enhance my costume. I was stymied
by the lack of information about her
that was readily available.

A friend told me that promi-
nent women were only in the paper
twice during their lifetime, when
they were born and when they died!
Even so, I was equally surprised
when I read a blog posting of an
interview with Dr. Bettany Hughes
who said, “...it’s the inconvenient
truth that women have always been
50% of the population, but only
occupy around 0.5% of recorded
history.”

Therefore, I shouldn’t have
been surprised when I started
looking for information about the
buildings that comprise the Mary
Lane Complex...Wetherby, Storrs,
Davis, Gilbert. Two may have
been men: John H. Storrs, of the
generous Storrs family of Ware,
and Lewis Gilbert, who donated
his home, property, and a trust to

become forever the Mary Lane
Hospital, named after his dear
departed wife.

But we are not sure: could these
also have been named after the
women in their lives?

And who was Wetherby? I got
everyone involved, asked all my
historical friends, consulted the
three Ware histories and quizzed
everyone I knew who had worked
at Mary Lane once upon a time. No
one knew!

I gratefully turned to Heidi
Reed, at the Young Men’s Library
in Ware, and she was able to
unearth a family history written
by Charles Frost, who was Mrs.
Charles Wetherby’s grandson. His
grandmother “served as president
of the Ware Visiting Nurse and
Hospital Association from 1915-
1940, a full quarter century.

In that capacity she oversaw
the building of the present-day
Mary Lane Hospital. The Flora
B. Wetherby Memorial Wing was
added to the hospital in 1949. The
hospital was founded by women,
was managed by a board of direc-
tors composed entirely by women,
and employed women as superin-
tendents until 1954.”

Oh, we were thrilled!

Next, the next mystery was the

Davis Wing. How is it possible no
one knows?

Once again, Heidi was able to
help: she found a fundraising let-
ter to the Ware Visiting Nurses
Association signed by Nathalie, and
a phone book listing for Nathalie
and her husband Arthur. Jane
Sterndale was able to confirm that
Nathalie was a generous contributor
to Trinity Church.

I spent some time in the archives
at the Ware River News (thank you,
Paula and Dan) to try to confirm
that this is who the wing is named
after, but no luck.

Finally, I was conversing with
Stephen Katz, who had generously
signed and sent some books for our
book hunt this May, and asked him.
He was able to confirm that the
Davis Wing was named after Arthur
L. and Nathalie G. Davis.

Stephen was also able to confirm
that the Gilbert Wing: honors Lewis
N. Gilbert and members of his
family and the Storrs Wing: hon-
ors Rachel O. Storrs (1889-1991).
What a relief!

If you have any other informa-
tion about the hospital’s history that
you’d like to share, please give me
a call at 413-967-7223 or email me
at llak310@comcast.net.

Thank you!

QUILTS,

continued from page 2

ness of quilting to the general
public and encourage people who
may be interested in quilting to go
ahead and do so. We are open to
men and women,” she said.

The upcoming April meeting
will focus heavily on prep-work for
the Quilt Show, and the members
will put together the baskets for
the raffle and any other finishing
touches.

Conway started quilting in 2014
and joined the guild in 2018 at the

recommendation of a friend after
falling in love with the craft, and
the guild itself.

“My favorite part is the cama-
raderie with the people who are a
part of the guild,” Conway said.
“I think that there is always some-
thing to learn from one another.”

The guild and its members want
to open their doors to the commu-
nity and let them know that anyone
with an interest in quilts or quilting
is welcome — no requirement for
skill level.

“Joining the guild has given me a
chance to improve upon my quilting
skills, while at the same time mak-

ing lifelong friendships,” Conway
said.

You can join the guild at any
time, and the cost for a yearly
membership is $30. A guest can be
brought by an existing member for
$5, and it will go toward member-
ship if they choose to join.

“We started with the formation
of the guild because of its desire
to give back to the community,”
Conway said. And it does, in many,
many ways.

For more information about
the Pioneer Valley Quilt Guild,
visit pvquilt.org or follow them on
Facebook.

PAST PAGES,

continued from page 4

Highway Superintendent, updated
the Barre Selectmen on the traffic
pattern project at their Monday eve-
ning meeting, March 31 McDonald
said the project could not be started
until the town applied for a tempo-
rary permit, which would allow the
project tp begim and continue for
90 days. The town would then apply
for a permanent permit for the proj-
ect. As soon as the town receives
the temporary permit, the project
will begin.

“If everything works out with
Phase 1 of our plan, ideally we
could above 250 inmates into the
former Pioneer Valley Academy in
one year and expand with an addi-
tional 250 inmates with time was
James Circo’s of the Department of
Human Services response to a time
frame question posed by Donalyn
Schofield of New Braintree. The
information meeting was called by
the Selectmen to give town offic-
es and residents a chance to hear
about the state’s renewed interest in
PVA, this time for a medium securi-
ty prison.

BAYSTATE GAMES,

continued from page 8

Basketball Showcase, and NorthStar
Ice Sports, which will host Figure
Skating and the Girls Ice Hockey
Showcase. Game On in Fitchburg
will serve as a hub venue for eight
sports. Bay State Games expects
1,500 athletes and their families to
attend competitions at Game On
during the second week of July.

Bay State Games is pleased to
announce a new partnership with
Marathon Sports to provide athletes,
officials, and volunteers with a spe-
cial, traditional Bay State Games
gift. Details will be released later in
March.

“We are excited to pres-
ent the 2024 version of the Bay
State Summer Games where
Massachusetts amateur athletes
of all ages and abilities can have
their ‘Time to Shine,”” said Kevin
Cummings, Executive Director of
the Bay State Games. “This year
will feature the addition of table
tennis and ultimate as well as
several new host venues includ-
ing Babson College in Wellesley,
Howard Park and Maplewood Park
in Malden and NorthStar Ice Sports

in Westborough. We look forward to
welcoming athletes from across the
Commonwealth as we celebrate the
42nd year of the Bay State Summer
Games.”

An additional feature in 2024 is
that in over a dozen sports, athletes
who win a gold, silver, or bronze
medal at the 2024 Bay State Games
will qualify to participate in the
2024 State Games of America in
San Diego, California. The State
Games of America features more
than 8,000 athletes from over 25 dif-
ferent state games programs nation-
wide. To see the list of qualifying
sports, please visit www.stategame-
sofamerica.com.

In addition to sports program-
ming, Bay State Games offer col-
lege scholarships, a sportsman-
ship initiative, college internship
opportunities, and a High School
Ambassador program.

For more information on all
sports in the 2024 Summer Games,
links to online registration, and
information on other programs, go
to www.baystategames.org.

For questions, email info@bay-
stategames.org or call 781-932-
6555.

GARDEN,

continued from page 4

I’ve tried in earnest to grow
Japanese Primrose (Primula japoni-
ca) but something in my soil appar-
ently isn’t right. I will probably
buy another one this year and hope
beyond hope to eventually end up

with a stand of them like they have
in the display gardens at Positively
Perennials.

The sea of whorled flowers in
light and dark pink is arboretum
worthy.

Roberta McQuaid graduat-
ed from the Stockbridge School of

Agriculture at the University of
Massachusetts. For 31 years she
has held the position of staff horti-
culturist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food as well as
flowers. Have a question for her?
Email it to pouimette @turley.com
with “Gardening Question” in the
subject line.
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Church News

Local pastors offer sermons

The Difference
Easter Makes

What difference does Easter
make?

I suppose our response depends
entirely upon how we define
Easter. If Easter, to us, is sim-
ply about a bunny, colorful eggs
and copious amounts of candy, it
is likely just another holiday that
comes and goes.

If Easter, however, centers upon
the reality of the resurrection of
Christ, then it is truly impacting.
This premise is worthy of explo-
ration.

If there is one thing that binds
us together it is our broken nature.
It is a commonality we share
regardless of age, ethnicity or
income. Do you deal with inad-
equacy, insecurity and recurring
character flaws? Do you put the
“fun” in dysfunctional? Have you
ever known shame or felt alone
in this crazy world? We all have
in varying seasons, yet the Risen
Christ provides the remedy for
what ails us. Ultimately a living
Jesus makes all the difference.

1) The Issue of Confusion

We all wrestle with confusion.
We face uncertainty and doubt
regarding matters both great and
small in the course of living.

For instance, one of the more
common questions I hear is, “How
can I be sure of the right religion
when there are so many options?”
The following excerpt speaks to
this challenging circumstance in
light of the resurrection of Christ:

“Modern men and women ask
with great sincerity, ‘How can I
know which religion is the right
one?’ This is a legitimate question.
The average person today faces a
veritable supermarket of religions
from which to choose. He or she
sees the well-stocked shelves and
wonders, ‘Which should I choose?’
It is also a crucial question because
on the surface there seems to be
no great difference between
Christianity and the religions of the
world.

“They have written scriptures
and so do we. They have miracle
stories and so do we. They have
ethical standards and so do we.
They have long and rich histories,
as do we. It is easy for the casual
shopper to doubt, confused as to
which religion is the correct one.
They can even-wrongly-assume
that all religions are the same! But
there is one fundamental differ-
ence, one fact that sets Christianity
apart from every other faith: Jesus
is alive and rose from death as He
promised. I can take you all over
the world and show you the tomb
of long-dead leaders. Yet there is
no place on earth where I can point
to a dead Jesus. The only thing I
can point you to is an empty tomb.”

Matthew 28:6a (NIV)

6 He is not here; he has risen,
just as he said.

2) The Issue of Guilt

Have you ever known the sting
of guilt? Have you ever felt shame
over some wrongdoing? The Word
is quite clear that we all have
sinned and fallen short of the stan-
dards of God (Rom. 3:23).

None of us-left to our own
devices-are righteous, not even one
(Rom. 3:10). As one author notes:
“The record of our failure haunts
us day and night. It whispers to
us in the darkness and shames us
in the light. Sin stalks the trail of
every person born on planet earth.
No one is born without sin, no
one lives without sin, and no one
can claim to be totally free of its
power. The question is not, ‘Am
I a sinner?’because the answer is
always yes. The question is, ‘How
do I get rid of the guilt I feel in my
soul?’”

The only real solution to the
problem of human sin is the fin-
ished work of Christ (John 19:30).
It was He who offered His life on
the Cross as the atonement for our
sin (1 John 2:2). It was He who
rose from death, demonstrating
that God the Father had accept-
ed His substitutionary work (Matt.
20:28).

The following text articulates
the wonder of Jesus’ death and
resurrection, as well as what they
achieved on the behalf of those
who believe in Him:

Romans 5:6-10

6 You see, at just the right
time, when we were still power-
less, Christ died for the ungodly.
7 Very rarely will anyone die for
a righteous person, though for a

good person someone might possi-
bly dare to die. 8 But God demon-
strates his own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.

9 Since we have now been
justified by his blood, how much
more shall we be saved from God’s
wrath through him! 10 For if,
while we were God’s enemies, we
were reconciled to him through the
death of his Son, how much more,
having been reconciled, shall we
be saved through his life.

3) The Issue of Loneliness

We all know what it feels like
to be lonely. Isn’t it amazing that
the most connected generation
in human history often feels so
lonely? The following quotation
addresses this shared experience:

“Men and women across the
world ask, ‘Where can I find a
friend? How can I find someone
who really cares for me?’ It seems
so odd since many people are con-
nected via the internet and tech-
nology, but so many still feel so
alone. It is not that hard to under-
stand, however. We are all living in
the fast lane now. We get up in the
morning, get dressed, go to work
or school, come home to eat sup-
per, watch TV and go to bed-only
to get up the next morning and do
it all over again. Who can make
time for friends? Moreover, we do
not know our neighbors. We put
up fences, shrubs and security sys-
tems to protect our privacy. People
move so much these days, there
seems little incentive for mak-
ing the effort. In the end, count-
less millions are frustrated, bored,
tired and with no one they deem a
close friend. We scream and no one
answers. We cry for help, but who
hears our voice?”

Against this awful reality stands
the Word of God and its promises:

Matthew 28:20b (Jesus
Speaking)

“Surely I am with you always,
to the very end of the age.”

Such words would be mean-
ingless if Christ were still dead.
If Easter never happened, we are
truly and forever alone. Yet a risen
Savior can be the friend we all
need and the confidant we crave.
Are you in need of a compassion-
ate companion and comforter? I
would point you to Jesus-Jesus
who remains the same yesterday,
today and forever (Heb. 13:8).

4) The Issues of Death and
Eternity

Have you ever wondered about
matters of death and eternity? Do
you long for hope in the life to
come? If so, you are not alone!
After all, it is natural for us to want
some assurance that there is some-
thing beyond this life-something
good and hope-inducing. Death
seems a rather frightening, per-
manent condition. As one writer
adds: “Have you ever touched a
dead person? Ever experience the
cold, clammy, waxen feel of death?
There is no movement in the nos-
trils, no twinkle in the eye, no
smile on the lips. Death feels ter-
rible, unreal and unnatural. When
we stand over the body of someone
we love, we feel helpless, angry,
defeated and afraid.” No wonder
the Bible speaks of death as an
enemy (1 Cor. 15:26)!

Truly a dead Jesus would be of
little help to us. What good would
such a Savior be against the back-
drop of death? If He could not save
Himself, how could He save us?
But what of a living Jesus-One
who conquered the grave “because
it was impossible for death to keep
its hold on Him” (Acts 2:24)? Such
a Savior would change everything.
Hope founded upon Him and His
promises would provide the cer-
tainty we seek.

I close with this promise and
penetrating question of the Lord:

John 11:25-26

25 Jesus said. “I am the resur-
rection and the life. The one who
believes in me will live, even
though they die; 26 and whoever
lives by believing in me will never
die. Do you

me at your convenience using the
information below.

Also, feel free to check us
out online by visiting www.
NewLifeBarre.org or come Sunday
at 10:30 a.m. We hope to see you
soon.

Pastor James Foley

New Life Assembly of God
60 Main St. South Barre
jamesfoley @newlifebarre.org
978-355-6407

Palm Sunday

“Hosanna! Blessed is the One
Who comes in the Name of the
Lord!”

Our services can be found on
our website at www.barrechurch.
com and Facebook page.

Scripture Reading: Mark 11 v
1-11 L. Introduction

In all or many of our achieve-
ments, we feel the need to cele-
brate our successes, and we also
feel good when others celebrate
with us.

Our celebrations can take many
forms, from a small gathering, or
a more elaborate party, celebrat-
ing birthdays, an anniversary,
Christmas, New Year and more.
There are other forms of public
celebrations, for example in sports,
or political leadership where there
is a winner and a loser. In these
kinds of celebrations there are feel-
ings of joy and feelings of disap-
pointments and sadness, as well as
negative reactions and actions.

II. Hosanna is He who comes in
the Name of the Lord

Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem
was filled with joy as the crowds
around Him celebrated and shout-
ed, “Hosanna! Blessed is He who
comes in the Name of the Lord!”
and,“Blessed is the coming
Kingdom of our father David!”

His riding on a colt was a sign
of an Old Testament tradition,
where the king or government
official for example Solomon with
his coronation, entered Jerusalem
on David’s mule with numerous
celebrations, (See 1 Kings 1 v 32
— 48). Jesus received the red-car-
pet treatment by the crowds, who
spread branches, long grasses,
palms, and their outer clothes on
the road where Jesus was traveling.

The Hebrew word for Hosanna,
was used for a general shout of
praise, “in the highest place, in
heaven or in God’s presence”.
Mark Strauss in his commentary
on the Gospel of Mark says the
crowds saw Jesus as the One who
will come to reestablish the throne
of David. He is their Messiah, for
He had shown Himself to have the
characteristics of someone whose
ministry and person was that of
God.

His love and care and com-
passion felt to them like the
Messiah would be. Jesus’ entry
into Jerusalem on a donkey spoke
to His intention to make Himself
known and fulfill the prophet-
ic word of Zechariah 9 v 9 that
referred to a King who is humble,
riding on a donkey, and victorious
and righteous. He knew the time
had come to reveal Himself, even
though it would also be a danger-
ous step to take.

In Jerusalem, His Messiahship
would bring Him directly in con-
flict with the religious leaders
there.

Jesus had His disciples and
friends to lean on during this time.
The Gospels describe to us that
He traveled from Bethany, which
is the place where Lazarus and his
sisters lived, and as His friends
they were there to give Him the
physical and emotional comfort He
needed. He would be anointed at
their home before taking this diffi-
cult journey.

III. Conclusion:

Palm Sunday is therefore a
joyful celebration of the One who
came to give His life for our salva-
tion and reconciling us with God.

See SERMONS, page 10

believe this?”
Do not take
such words

OBITUARY POLICY

Barre Gazette

lightly. What
say you?
Thank you
for taking the
time to read
this publica-
tion. Should
you have any
comments or
questions, feel
free to contact

obituaries.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO
RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.
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Public Safety

Barre Police Log

Sunday, March 17

7:20 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Stroke (CVA), Fruitland Road,
Transported to Hospital

10:44 a.m. Harassment, Worcester
Road, Officer Spoke to Party

11:56 a.m. Administration, South
Streeet Administration Complete

Summons: Morales Santiago, Eddie
Nelson, 58, Fitchburg

Charges: License Suspended,
Operating Motor Vehicle With

Safety Standards, Motor Vehicle Not
Meeting Registry Motor Vehicles

Arrest: Malin, Jacob, 30, Gilbertville

Charges: Operating Motor Vehicle
OR .08%, Inspection/Sticker, No,
Brakes Violation, Motor Vehicle

5:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, South
Barre Road, Written Warning

6:17 p.m. Harassment, South Street,
Officer Advised

6:23 p.m. Motor Vehicle Disabled,
Worcester Road, Officer Spoke to Party

8:27 p.m. Assist Other Police
Department, New Braintree, Mutual Aid
Assist

Monday, March 18

2:37 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Sick/Unknown, Station Road,
Ambulance Signed Refusal

2:44 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Chest Pain/Heart Problem,
Mutual Aid Assist

2:47 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service # Chest Pain/Heart Problem,
Worcester Road, Mutual Aid
Transported

4:54 p.m. Public Assist, South
Street, Property Returned

7:50 p.m. Assist Other Police
Department, Hubbardston, Mutual Aid
Assist

10:19 p.m. Gunshots, Cutler Road,
Unfounded

Hubbardston Police

March 17

12:28 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Sick/Unknown, Pictherville
Road, Transported to Hospital

12:54 a.m. Assist Other Police
Department, Rutland, Officer Spoke to
Party

9:34 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Gardner Road, Written Warning

Monday, March 18
8:35 a.m. Court Duty, Main Street,
Court Duty
7:49 p.m. Serve Warrant, Main
Street, Arrest(s) Made
Arrest: Blaisdell, Micah William, 25,

Tuesday, March 19

12:14 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Valley Road, Written Warning

11:34 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Sick/Unknown, Worcester
Road , Transported to Hospital

12:21 p.m. Abandoned Vehicle —
Parking Issue, Ruggles Lane, Negative
Contact

12:39 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Stroke (CVA), Cutler Road,
Transported to Hospital

4:11 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Chest Pain/Heart Problem,
West Street, Transported to Hospital

6:04 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Chest Pain/Heart Problems,
Wauwinet Road, Transported to Hospital

11:34 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Chest Pain/Heart Problems,
Barre Deport Road, Transported to
Hospital

Wednesday, March 20

9:56 a.m. Larceny or Theft, 655
South Street, Report Filed

3:03 p.m. Speak to the Chief/Officer,
South Street, Officer Spoke to Party

3:15 p.m. Animal — Lost and/
or Found, Summer Street, Animal
Returned to Owner

4:07 pm. Suspicious Person-—
Vehicle Activity, Summer Street, Area
Search Negative

6:37 p.m. Property — Lost and
Found, Summer Street, Brought to
Station

Thursday, March 21

11:19 a.m. Motor Vehicle — Disabled,
Wheelwright Road, Officer Advised

12:28 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Seizures, South Street,
Mutual Aid Transported

12:46 p.m. Court Duty, East
Brookfield District Court, Court Duty

Hubbardston

Charges: Warrant

8:58 p.m. Animal — Wildlife, Bemis
Road, Officer Advised

Tuesday, March 19
8:37 a.m. Court Duty, Gardner
District Court, Court Duty

Wednesday, March 20
12:07 p.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, New Templeton Road, Vehicle
Towed

Thursday, March 21
11:23 a.m. Animal — Lost and Found,

4:47 p.m. Tree Incidents (No Wires),
Worcester Road, Removed Hazard

5:29 p.m. Fire— Power Lines Down —
Arcing, Granger Road, Investigated

6:55 p.m. Suspicious Person —
Vehicle Activity, Worcester Road,
Unfounded

7:23 p.m. Suspicious Person —
Vehicle Activity, South Street, Negative
Contact

Friday, March 22

10:15 a.m. Fire — Brush and
Wildland Fires, Wheelwright Road,
Investigated

12:13 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Sick/Unknown, Station Road,
Transported to Hospital

4:12 p.m. Road Condition
Notification, Nichols Road, Message
delivered

8:39 p.m. Suspicious Person —
Vehicle — Activity, South Barre Road,
Information Given

11:27 p.m. Erratic Operator, West
Street, Negative Contact

Saturday, March 23

10:45 a.m. Fire — Power Lines —
Down — Arcing, Valley Road, Referred
to Other Agency

11:11 a.m. Fire — Power Lines
— Down - Aching, South Street,
Removed Hazard

4:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, South
Street, Written Warning

8 p.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle Collision,
Summer Street, Report Field

9:55 p.m. Fire — Power Lines —
Down — Arcing, Washburn Road,
Investigated

10:11 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Worcester Road, Peace
Restored.

Log

Old Princeton Road, Information Given
11:59 a.m. Road/Traffic Hazard,
Worcester Road, Message Delivered

Friday, March 22
8:50 a.m. Fire — Structure Fires,
Main Street, Investigated

Saturday, March 23

1:13 a.m. Unwanted Party, Streeter
Road, Party Departed without Incident

11:31 a.m. Fire — Structure Fires,
Birches Road, Fire Extinguished

10:51 p.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, New Templeton Road, Vehicle
Removed

Hardwick Police Log

During the week of March 18-25,
the Hardwick/New Braintree Police
Department responded to 74 build-
ing/property checks, 39 directed/area
patrols, nine traffic controls, six radar
assignments, eight emergency 911
calls, two assist other agencies, five
citizen assists, one complaint, six safe-
ty hazards, one brush fire, one motor
vehicle accident, two animal calls and
15 motor vehicle stops in the town of
Hardwick.

Monday, March 18

9:30 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency,
Greenwich Road, Transported to
Hospital

1:31 p.m. 911 Assist Other Agency,
Barre Road, Dispatch Handled

6:24 p.m. Assist Citizen, Bridge
Street, Spoken To

10:27 pm. Motor Vehicle Failure to
Stop, Hardwick Road, Arrest(s) Made

Tuesday, March 19
7:57 a.m. 911 Misdial, Schoolhouse
Drive, Officer Handled
10:14 a.m. Assist Citizen, Main

Street, Spoken To

1:55 p.m. Assist Citizen, Petersham
Road, Report Taken

6:03 p.m. Assist Citizen, Town of
Hardwick, Officer Handled

Thursday, March 21

6:50 a.m. Motor Vehicle Accident,
Barre Road, Report Taken

10:22 a.m. Assist Other Agency,
Joslyn Road, Dispatch Handled

1:21 p.m. Complaint, Parker Court,
Spoken To

10:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Hardwick Road, Written Warning

Friday, March 22

8:17 a.m. Assist Other Agency,
Hardwick Road, Officer Handled

11:44 a.m. 911 Fire/Brush, Prouty
Road, Extinguished

3:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Written Warning

4:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Written Warning

5:08 p.m. Assist Citizen, Main Street,
Officer Handled

Saturday, March 23

12:32 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Petersham Road, Taken/Referred to
Other Agency

8:46 a.m. Safety Hazard, West
Street, Removed Hazard

9:18 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency,
Prospect Street, Transported to Hospital

10:01 a.m. 911 Fire/Other, Barre
Road, Services Rendered

10:26 a.m. Safety Hazard, Barre
Road, Removed Hazard

10:48 a.m. Safety Hazard, North
Road, Taken/Referred to Other Agency

Sunday, March 24

12:06 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Petersham Road, Officer Handled

6:48 a.m. Safety Hazard, Chagnon
Road, Checked/Secured

8:31 a.m. 911 Animal Call, Taylor Hill
Road. Could not Locate

10:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Barre Road, Vehicle Towed

Monday, March 25
1:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Church Street, Written Warning

Public Notices

BARRE
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING
The Barre Planning

Board will hold a public
hearing on Tuesday, April
2, 2024 at 7:00 p.m., Henry
Woods Building, 40 West
Street, Boards’ Office, 3rd
Floor, requested by John
George for the installation
of a 11.34 kw, 28 modules,
residential ground mount
solar system located at 40
Root Road, Assessors Map
D, Parcel 5 and recorded
with the Worcester District
Registry of Deeds Book
31630, Page 357.

Anyone wishing to com-
ment on this matter should
attend the hearing or submit
comments in writing prior to
the hearing to the Planning
Board.

Floyd Kelley
Chairman
03/21, 03/28/2024

Town of New Braintree
Invitation for Sealed
Bids

The Town of New
Braintree will accept
sealed bids for pave-
ment surfacing of Old
Turnpike Road. MassDOT
prequalification of con-
tractors with the class
of work as, Pavement -
Surfacing, for the project
with an estimated value
of $100,191.36 will be
required. The estimat-
ed value provided in this
Invitation to bid is for
FY2024.

All bids signed with
the name and address of
the bidder should be sub-
mitted in a sealed enve-
lope that is plainly marked
in the lower left-hand
corner of the envelope
“FY2024 BID FOR OLD
TURNPIKE ROAD”.

All bidders are
required to be in compli-
ance with Mass. General
Laws, Chapter 149,
Prevailing wage rates,
where applicable.

The Town of New
Braintree reserves the

right to reject any or all
bids and waive any infor-
malities in the bidding if
they deem it in the best
interest of the town to do
SO.
Bid specifications
must be obtained from
the Select Board office,
20 Memorial Drive, New
Braintree, from 8:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m., Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday or can
be emailed upon request
by calling the Highway
Department at (508) 867-
2451.

Bidders must be pre-
qualified by the Contract
Engineer of Mass. D.O.T,,
before specifications can
be handed out.

Bids will be received
until 6:30 p.m., Monday

April 22, 2024, and will
be opened and read at

6:35 p.m. in the office of
the Select Board. The bid
shall include a statement
of non-collusion.

03/28, 04/04/2024

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
The New Braintree

Zoning Board of Appeals
will hold a Public Hearing on
Wednesday, April 17, 2024
at 6:30 PM in the Town
Hall, Memorial Drive, New
Braintree, MA on the follow-
ing application:

Rebecca Berg, Applicant,
seeks a Variance under the
provisions of MGL Chapter
40A, Section 9, and Section
4 of the Town of New
Braintree Zoning Bylaw
(Chapter 4) to add a 32’ x
36’ garage to existing struc-
ture located at 11 Tucker
Road, Town Assessor’s Map
408 parcel 19.

The application is on file
in the Town Clerk’s Office.
All those interested must be
present, or send a representa-
tive, or send communication
in advance of the hearing
date.

ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS
03/28, 04/04/2024

Rutland Police Log

Sunday, March 17

12:01 a.m. Public Assist, East
County Road, Report Filed

11:09 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Falls, Pleasantdale Road,
Transported to Hospital

1:52 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Falls, Main Street, Public
Assist

2:07 p.m. Lockout (Home or
Vehicle), Richards Avenue, Referred to
Other Agency

4:33 p.m. Threats, Turkey Hill Road,
Report Filed

4:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Written Warning

7:59 p.m. Erratic Operator, Main
Street, Officer Spoke to Party

10:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

Monday, March 18

12:09 a.m. Assist Other Police
Department, Hubbardston, Mutual Aid
Assist

1:25 a.m. Assist Other Police
Department, Hubbardston, Mutual Aid
Assist

6:05 a.m. Property Damage, Main
Street, No Police Service Necessary

9:12 a.m. Fraud or Forgery, Maple
Avenue, Report Filed

9:48 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle —
Parking Issues, Officer Spoke to Party

2:50 p.m. Suspicious Person —
Vehicle Activity, Main Street, Report
Filed

3:05 p.m. Erratic Operator, East
County Road, Officer Advised

3:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Written Warning

4:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle — Disabled,
Main Street, Officer Spoke to Party

4:53 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Citation Issued

7:48 p.m. Assist Other Police
Department, Hubbardston, Mutual Aid
Assist

9:49 p.m. Erratic Operator, East
County Road, Officer Advised

10:06 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Charnock Hill Road,
Report Filed

10:57 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Sick/Unknown, Glenwood
Road, Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, March 19

7:23 a.m. Assist Other Police
Department, Ware, Dispatch Handled

1:57 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East
County Road, Written Warning

2:06 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Breathing Difficulty, River
Road, Transported to Hospital

2:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East
County Road, Written Warning

2:32 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Written Warning

2:50 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Written Warning

3:13 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Maple
Avenue, Written Warning

3:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Written Warning

3:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Maple
Avenue, Written Warning

3:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Maple
Avenue, Citation Issued

4:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Maple
Avenue, Written Warning

4:29 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Animal Bites, Main Street,
Ambulance Signed Refusal

5:10 p.m. Suspicious Person/Vehicle
Activity, Vista Circle, Officer Advised

6:17 p.m. Suspicious Person/Vehicle
Activity, Central Tree Road, Negative
Contact

Wednesday, March 20

7:26 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Written Warning

8:45 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Maple
Avenue, Citation Issued

9:07 a.m. Court Duty, East
Brookfield District Court, Court Duty

9:38 a.m. Animal — Lost and/or
Found, Main Street, Animal Returned
to Owner

10:25 a.m. Serve Warrant, Brunelle
Drive, Arrest(s) Made

Arrest: Johnson, Neil Joshua, 54,
Rutland

Charges: Warrant

12:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Written Warning

12:59 p.m. Animal — Wildlife, Sedona
Circle, Officer Advised

1:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Maple
Avenue, Citation Issued

1:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle — Disabled,
Main Street, Removed Hazard

1:54 p.m. Harassment, Stevens
Way, Information Given

2:37 p.m. Erratic Operator, Main
Street, Negative Contact

2:49 p.m. Animal — Wildlife, Tufts
Animal Hospital, Animal Brought to Tufts

3:08 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Citation Issued

7:41 p.m. Trespasser or Prowler,
Turkey Hill Road, Officer Took Call

Thursday, March 21

8:15 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Written Warning

8:24 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Pommogussett Road, Written Warning

8:57 a.m. Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, Prescott Street,
Transported to Hospital

10:51 a.m. Assist Other Police
Department, Athol, Message Delivered

1:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Barre
Paxton Road, Written Warning

1:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Pleasantdale Road, Written Warning

1:48 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Barre
Paxton Road, Written Warning

1:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Maple
Avenue, Written Warning

2:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Wachusett Street, Written Warning

2:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Pleasantdale Road, Written Warning

Summons: De Figueiredo Laranj,
Humberto, 61, Worcester

Charges: Unlicensed Operation of
Motor Vehicle

2:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Citation Issued

3:08 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Written Warning

3:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street Written Warning

3:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Maple
Avenue, Written Warning

3:23 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Barre
Paxton Road, Written Warning

3:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Pleasantdale Road, Citation Issued

3:50 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Citation Issued

4:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Pommogussett Road, Written Warning

5:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Wachusett Street, Citation Issued

Friday, March 22

1:56 a.m. Suspicious Person/Vehicle
Activity, Athens Avenue, Negative
Contact

7:43 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Falls, Sycamore Drive,
Transported to Hospital

8:29 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Written Warning

9:50 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Falls, New Braintree Road,
Transported to Hospital

10:41 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

11:14 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Barre
Paxton Road, Criminal Complaint

Summons: Johnson, Hector D., 21,
South Barre

Charges: Registration Suspended,
Operating Motor Vehicle With,
Uninsured Motor Vehicle, Unregistered
Motor Vehicle

11:47 a.m. Emergency Medical

Service — Sick/Unknown, North
Brookfield Road, Transported to
Hospital

12:36 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, River Road, Officer
Spoke to Party

2:45 p.m. Fire — Brush and Wildland
Fires, Prison Camp Road, Fire
Extinguished

3:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Maple
Avenue, Written Warning

5:32 p.m. Animal — ACO Call, Kosta
Avenue, Officer Spoke to Party

7:26 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Falls, Crestview Drive,
Ambulance Signed Refusal

11:34 p.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, OIld Turnpike Road,
Ambulance Signed Refusal

Saturday, March 23

1:14 a.m. Road Condition
Notification, Whole Town, Referred to
Other Agency

8:02 a.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Pleasantdale Road, No Fire
Service Necessary

9:09 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Falls, Turkey Hill Trail,
Ambulance Signed Refusal

10:16 a.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Main Street, No Fire Service
Necessary

11:22 a.m. Lockout (Home or
Vehicle), Maple Avenue, Entry Gained

11:55 a.m. Fire — Power Lines —
Down — Arcing, Glenwood Road, No
Fire Service Necessary

12:58 p.m. Road/Traffic Hazard,
Pommogussett Road, Message
Delivered

4:51 p.m. Animal - ACO Call,
Skyline Drive, Officer Advised

6:35 p.m. Tree Incidents (No Wires),
Glenwood Road, Investigated

10:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East
County Road, Citation Issued

11:16 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Cheryl Ann Drive,
Investigated

Oakham Police Log

Monday, March 18
10:34 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
North Brookfield Road, Written Warning
4:51 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Old
Turnpike Road, Written Warning
5:51 p.m. Erratic Operator,
Worcester Road, Verbal Warning
10:23 p.m. Assist Other Police
Department, Barre, Unfounded

Tuesday, March 19
4:53 p.m. Erratic Operator, Old
Turnpike Road, Area Search Negative

Wednesday, March 20
10:30 a.m. Public Assist, Barre

Road, Officer Spoke to Party
1:45 p.m. Court Duty, East
Brookfield District Court, Court Duty

Thursday, March 21
11:10 a.m. Fraud or Forgery, Barre
Road, Report Filed
12:23 p.m. Fire — Power Lines —
Down — Arcing, Gaffney Road, Referred
to Other Agency

Friday, March 22
9:50 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Falls, New Braintree Road,
Transported to Hospital
11:47 a.m. Emergency Medical

Service — Sick/Unknown, North
Brookfield Road, Transported to
Hospital

11:34 a.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Old Turnpike Road,
Ambulance Signed Refusal

Saturday, March 23

10:22 a.m. Fire — Power Lines —
Down — Arcing, North Brookfield Road,
Referred to Other Agency

11:22 a.m. Fire — Power Lines —
Down — Arcing, Spencer Road, Referred
to Other Agency

11:54 a.m. Road/Traffic Hazard,
Scott Road, Removed Hazard

New Braintree Police Log

During the week of March 18-25,
the Hardwick/New Braintree Police
Department responded to 20 build-
ing/property checks, 28 directed/area
patrols, eight traffic controls, four radar
assignments, two emergency 911 calls,
one citizen assist, one assist other
agency, six safety hazards, one motor
vehicle investigation, one identity theft,
one chimney fire, one animal call and
four motor vehicle stops in the town of
New Braintree.

Monday, March 18
5:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Barre

Road, Written Warning

Wednesday, March 20
1:42 p.m. Assist Other Agency,
Memorial Drive, Officer Handled

Thursday, March 21
6:02 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Investigation, Hardwick Road, Spoken
To
7:28 a.m. 911 Fire/Chimney, Barr
Road, Extinguished

Friday, March 22
4:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Ravine Road, Citation Issued

Saturday, March 23
12:33 p.m. 911 Assist Citizen,
Gilbertville Road, No Action Required

1:58 p.m. Safety Hazard, Utley
Road, Taken/Referred to Other Agency

2:06 p.m. Safety Hazard, Barre
Road, Officer Handled

2:39 p.m. Safety Hazard, Worcester
Road, Removed Hazard

Sunday, March 24
1:16 a.m. Safety Hazard, Hardwick
Road, Checked/Secured
7:58 a.m. Safety Hazard, Pierce
Road, Taken/Referred to Other Agency
12:07 p.m. Identity Theft, Memorial
Drive, Report Taken

Monday, March 25
6:55 a.m. Safety Hazard, Gilbertville
Road, Taken/Referred to Other Agency

PETERSHAM & RUTLAND SINCE 1834

BARRE GAZETTE - SERVING THE TOWNS OF BARRE, HARDWICK,
HUBBARDSTON,NEW BRAINTREE, NORTH BROOKFIELD, OAKHAM,

SERMONS,

continued from page 9

It is also a reminder that His entry
into Jerusalem led to His suffering
and crucifixion.

He would spend those last days
still ministering and teaching and
challenging the authorities, doing
everything He could to convey the
will of God. He also knew who
would remain with Him and who
would leave Him, deny, and betray
Him, and so He made peace with
all those aspects of the journey He
was on.

Today we celebrate Him with
our palms, remembering Him sur-
rounded by the crowds who rec-

ognized Him as the King of Kings,
with their humble red carpet made
of palms and branches and cloth-
ing. Today we came to this sanc-
tuary to express our joy for being
forgiven for our sins, for being
accepted by the Son of God for
who we are, with our shortcomings
and weaknesses, with no discrim-
ination based upon any human-
made distinctions, of race and gen-
der, and culture and all kinds of
things we tend to create to divide
us.

We are just here in His presence
and in the presence of God, waving
our own palms, saying thank you
to the King who did not need much
of a red carpet, whose whole being
was about peace and love and

acceptance. May God bless us
on this day as we celebrate not
only our own achievements, but
the most significant achievement
in the history of Christianity,
the triumph of the King who
gave His life for us, and for this
world.

He may have been criticized
and resented by those who did not
celebrate with Him, but He rose
from the death and destruction in
victory for everyone to witness.
May God help us to surrender our
lives to this Messiah.

Amen.

Pastor Margaret Keyser
Barre Congregational Church
30 Park St., Barre
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance.
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE

Round, Wrapped Hay Bales,
Worthington, MA. Call (413)478-
0178.

MISCELLANEOUS

4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 3
sets of tires with rims 157 Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games,
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines,
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department,
masonic, license plates, beer-cans,
barware, books, oil cans, advertising
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

A CGall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

(
Find(it)in the

413.283.8393 » classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 80 Main St., Ware

B

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2*x*xxxx & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-

8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience.
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-
timate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping &
complete finishing. All ceiling textures.
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look
no further! PJd’s Electrical offers
fast and reliable electrical services for
your home or business. Call now for a
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING
for all your interior & exterior needs.
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall,
siding, landscaping, clean-outs. Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed
and insured. Please call Brendan
(413) 687-5552

Call us at 413.283.8393

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation
Hedge trimming, pruning,
and mulching
Now scheduling spring cleanup
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
CALL OR TEXT 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing
systems, sump pumps. BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average
12x16 room. Very neat, references,
prompt service call (508)867-2550

2024,
TAX TIME

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call For An
Appointment

AUTHORIZED
PROVIDER

Personal & Small Business

Federal & All States

=

FAST T7AXN T5A
TAX PREPARATION SERVICE
A413-34.8-2279

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.

& 1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

-
BBB.
=

Re-fiic]
PROVIDER

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY'!

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs &
Replacement of fixtures, water heater
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30
years experience. Fully insured. $10
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call
Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASH-
ING We use brushes and state of
the art equipment. We remove grime
and mold from homes, patios, fences,
walkways, all decks, concrete & drive-
ways . Senior Discounts. For free esti-
mates call Bill (413)519-9800.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950
(413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA - TROM’'S TREE SERVICE
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood,
stump grinding. We're fully insured and
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

DRAGONWORKS  SERVICES.
Chain saw work, climb, trim or cut.
Rooted in excellence. Fully insured.
Call Jacob LaDue for free estimate,
413-544-2898.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560
day/night.

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran
Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMP
GRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

A DR

/] 0 : 0

AUTO PARTS

4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 3
sets of tires with rims 15" Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

BERNEDOODLE PUPPIES

Local, Beautiful, Calm and Adorable
Bernedoodle puppies. Raised in our
family setting and ready to come bless
your home! Parents are DNA tested
for health and good genetics. Puppies
guaranteed healthy. Their Hypoaller-
genic coats make them ideal indoor/
outdoor pets. Call/text Melvin 413-
265-6737 to set up your visit.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum
40 hours, rate based on experience.
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA.
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

- IC. Construction equipment and
Riding Mowers and trucks. Experience required, full time.
Small Engine Repair. RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA.
Work done at your home. 413-583-8393.
FREE PICKUP OF . . i
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT Find archives of this

local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

Village Hills

Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

Quabbin ———

Circulation:

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: MONDAY AT NOON
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Basg Prce
2 | 22 | 2 | 2 i
% SV ED | 27 | 28 were| | Hilltowns
29 Basgs;;.igg 30 Basgssl:r.igg 31 Bas;;r.igg 32 Basesgzr.igg
33 Betsmsn | 34 Bogssin| 39 B saso| 36 -
37 Besasn | 38 Beogasin| 39 Beisso| 40 8600
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QVISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cw
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

K%

SPRINGFIELD

HUBBARDSTON

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

SECOND CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF PALMER seceks a
skilled, outgoing, and caring Church
Administrator to manage the business
affairs of the church and to work closely
with our Pastor, Moderator, and church
members to advance church missions
and community outreach. The ideal
candidate will have strong commu-
nication and organizational skills, be
proficient in the use of computer and
website technologies, and be creative
in developing procedures and prac-
tices. The applicant must maintain
strong, positive interpersonal relation-
ships with members, ministries, and
staff. This job is a 25-hour/week posi-
tion, Monday-Friday, 9am-2pm, with
PTO benefits. Pay commensurate with
experience. Please email resumes to
scc1847media@gmail.com.

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR

The Town of Brookfield is seek-
ing qualified applicants for the
position of Town Administrator.
Responsibilities include profes-
sional, administrative, supervi-
sory, and technical work. See
job description at brookfield-
ma.us. Salary commensurate
with experience. Current ap-
propriation $89,989.00 Please
submit a resume and cover
letter to Selectmen@brook-
fieldma.us. Open until filled.

Equal Opportunity/Affirmative
Action Employer

TOWN OF HAMPDEN
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

The town of Hampden Highway De-
partment is seeking to fill a full-time
skilled worker/truck driver position. All
applicants must possess a valid Class
B CDL, 2B Hoisting License, OSHA 10
Certificate of Training, and a copy of
current driving record. Applicants must
have the skills and knowledge nec-
essary to perform general road and
grounds maintenance and the ability
to operate and maintain all associated
tools and equipment. The capability to
perform maintenance/repair on trucks
and equipment, welding, and the use
of other garage tools, along with light
construction and snowplowing experi-
ence, would be beneficial. Please call
the Hampden Highway Department
(413) 566-8842, or email high-
way@hampdenma.gov for inqui-
ries and application/resume sumittals.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation,
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to
make any such preference, limitation,
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

SHOP/STORAGE/MECHANIC
FOR RENT.

3,000 ft2 plus garage for rent in Gil-
bertville. Two lifts, compressor, office,
bathroom/washroom. Large 10 ft over-
head electric garage door. Oil heat, 3
phase electric. Room for 5 vehicles
plus inside and outside parking. Locat-
ed right on Rt 32. Perfect for a busi-
ness or? $1,500/month. Call Don @
(413) 758-3039.

| EREES
=

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes
it illegal to advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status (number of children and
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry,
age, marital status, or any intention to
make any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

WELJOUR

ERS

REAL

REAL
REAL

ADVERTISE TODAY!

Turley

Publications, Inc

12 Weekly Newspapers
Serving the Local Communities

Agawam Advertiser News e Barre Gazette
Chicopee Register  Country Journal
Journal Register ® Quaboag Current

The Register ® Sentinel e The Holyoke Sun
Town Reminder ® Ware River News

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

413.283.8393
www.newspapers.turley.com
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our BUYLINE CONNECTIO

GIANT TOY DEPT!!!
LOTS OF TOYS FOR EASTER!

BILL'S BEST DEALS

1,000s OF APPLIANCES!

EASTER TOY SALE!!!
WEBER GRILL SALE!!!

PRESEASON BIKE SALE!!!

SEE AD INSIDE!!!

140 Main St., Spencer

L www.whitcosales.com 508'885'9343

0% FINANCING Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

I CAN HELP!

‘ Your neighborhood is my specialty.
Call me. I will do all the work
so you can relax!

CENTURY 21 Century 21 North East Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me!
N E v 180 West St., Ware 1-978-434-1990

ARMAND A. THIBERT

* INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

* PAINTING &
WALLPAPERING

* GENERAL
CONTRACTING

il

(413) 245-7181

Wallpapering All Types ¢ Holland Rd., Wales, MA

Call Today For Your Free Estimate
321-506-3446

Residential/Commercial
Licensed/Insured:

- Weekly Lawn Maintenance
- Spring and Fall Clean Ups
- Aeration and Overseeding
- Mulch Installation
- Shrub and Tree Trimming
- Garden Bed Renovation
- Planting
- Small Tractor Work

Eganlawncare.com

Lawn Care
321-506-3446

6 Common Street

BROOKFIELD
$450,000

5 bedroom, 2 Bath,
with attached garage
and enclosed porch.
Call Michelle Terry
508-202-0008

We Do More

So You Will
Y Make More!!!

Michelle Terry
Broker/Owner

michelleterryteam.com

EXIT Real Estate Executives
130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

A WHERE_ EVERYONE GOES FOR

THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!
LANDSCAPE STONE

ALL SIZES
White ¢ Blush ¢ Blue ® Brown ¢ Purple
Red ¢ Lt Gray » Dark Gray

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Construction Stone e Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand * Chicken Coop Sand e Utility Sand
Chip Stone e Stone Dust  Silt e Crushed Gravel
Crushed Asphalt e Crushed Concrete e Cold Patch

Homeowner Friendly « No Minimums

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
98 North Spencer Road,

Route 31N, Spencer, MA
508-885-6100
508- 885 2480

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt S = B

Sl www.bondsandandgravel. com
TSI ST ST SISO

QIO 000
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NIGHT
CANADA &
NEW
ENGLAND
CRUISE

Norwegian Gem -
Departing August 30
Call now - >
Availability Limited! 3

@NORW EGIAN
CRUISE LINEY

May4 ... Kennedy Library...........cccccovvrnrrnnnes $95

June 11-14.. Boothbay Harbor Vacation ............. $799
June 29....... Lake George Cruise & Lunch........... $175
July 13........ Cape Cod Canal & Lunch.................. $130

Aug. 30....... 7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise.. from $1499

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net

Callforma

PAINTS
5
- \977.
<t
46 Years and Counting...

v Interior/Exterior Paint
v Hardwood Flooring v/ Carpeting

v/ Tile & Vinyl Flooring v Window Treatments
v Interior/Exterior Stains v...and more

Euenything You Need to
Complete Your Project

JohnsPaintStore.com ¢ 413-283-9427

Pioneer Plaza: 1240 Park Street, Palmer
Monday - Friday, 8 am to 5 pm - Saturday, 8 am to 2 pm

PAINT STORE

v/ Wallpaper

Construction Company _incorporaTED

e Excavation Complete Site Work ¢ Demo ® New Home Construction
e Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand
¢ Trucking ¢ Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work
o Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements

YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US!
177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083

413-436-5705 « www.fountainandsons.com

MICHAEL

00Tney

Associates, Inc.

Real Estate

tast Brookfield | Maryellen Brunelle | 774-230-1419

Oakham | Trene Caruso | 774-696-9794

Worcester / West Brookfield | Macey Gaumond | 413-233-8967
Spencer | Zac Leach | 508-277-5209

_/ Holden |Sarah Mahoney | 774-245-1218
Barre | Dan Mankin |760-617-0548

leicester | Lee Martinelli | 774-253-0364
Paxton | Scott Moss | 508-847-6330

Spencer |Amy Ekleberry Perro | 508-769-7025
Brookfield | Meghan Robidoux | 508-414-2518
North Brookfield | Mike Toomey | 508-951-6460

Serving all your Real Estate needs!

\ or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com y

FarmerMatt.com

) Farmer Matt"

FARM-FRESH + LOCAL

New Braintree, MA

FarmerMatt.com - 508-980-7085.

860 West Brookfield Rd.

SPRING AWAKENING SPECIAL
KICK OFF THE GRILLING SEASON
THE RIGHT WAY

Get ready to fire up the grill and savor
the flavors of the season with our Spring
Special on Ground Beef.

40 1lb packages for $250. That's a 30%
savings. Order online or in-store.

——————————————————————————————————————

|
20% OFF ALL BEEF PRODUCTS !
Use coupon in-store or code
§ SpringSale online. |
' l

I

|

______________________________________

Farmer Matt’

FARM-FRESH + LOCAL

860 West Brookfield Rd., New Braintree, MA

Farmer Matt offers farm-fresh beef, poultry,
and pork along with a variety of other farm
store staples. Also serving homemade meals
from our farm kitchen.

FarmerMatt.com or (508) 980-7085

Turn to Farmer Matt for your
Easter Dinner. Full dinners and smoked
hams available.

Enjoy our succulent smoked hams and convenient single-

serve dinners. Order now for an unforgettable feast.
Dinners must be picked up on March 30.
Hams may be picked up any day this week.

Order online or in-store
FarmerMatt.com or call (508) 980-7085




