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BARRE – The Select 
Board met with Council on 
Aging Director Betty-Jo 
O’Brien and COA Chairman 
David Flick to discuss possi-
ble renting of room space at 
the Senior Center.

COA Director O’Brien 
said the Senior Center had 

underutilized room space 
located in the lower level.  
She said the rooms were 
too small for senior activity 
space, but were suitable for 
long term rental office space 
for an accountant or some-
thing similar.. She asked if 
a room could be rented out 
as another source of revenue 
for the Senior Center.

Select Board Chairman 
Maureen Marshall said the 

room rental would be an 
opportunity for someone, 
who would work during reg-
ular Senior Center hours and 
did not want want an office 
in their home. She also said 
she was not opposed to the 
idea. The building had to 
be heated anyway. Select 
Board Vice Chairman Mark 
Regienus agreed. Select 
Board member Richard 
Stevens said the individual 

would need liability insur-
ance.

The Select Board agreed 
to look into the matter. Town 
Adminis t ra tor  Melanie 
Jackson will contact Town 
Counsel to find out if this 
could be done. 

Town Administrator report
Town Admin i s t r a to r 

Jackson said she walked 
through the Senior Center 

with an architect and a rep-
resentative from Central 
Massachusetts Regional 
P l a n n i n g  C o m m i s s i o n 
about the American with 
Disabilities Act upgrade. 
This was for a possible 
Community Development 
Block  Gran t  tha t  had 
CMRPC assistance.

She said she received one 

Select Board discuss possible space rental Historical 
Commission 
outlined 
proposal 
to DCR
By Zacharias Fragkiadais

Correspondent

RUTLAND – The Rutland 
His to r ica l  Commiss ion 
continued to outline their 
response to Department of 
Conservation and Recreation 
representative Dan Clark, 
who has been calling for the 
demolition of the Rutland 
Prison Camps citing unsafe 
structures, and hateful graf-
fiti. 

Historical Commission 
Chair Peter Pasierb originally 
began the outlines of a tiered 
approach, but after deliber-
ating with the board at their 
Tuesday, March 17 meeting, 
decided to put in writing a 
single tiered proposal, then 
negotiate with Clark and 
DCR. 

The items in the propos-
al are similar to ideas pre-
viously presented at public 
informational sessions and 
past meetings, which include 
installing cameras, signs pro-
hibiting climbing, communi-
ty paint days to cover hateful 
graffiti, and potential mural 
artists. 

The commission mem-
bers suggested advertising 
a contest which artists from 
the region can enter, and be 
chosen to paint murals on the 
prison camp structures. In 
the meantime, the members 
suggested coating the struc-
tures with graffiti proof paint, 
and painting over any hate 
speech. 

Pasierb said a public 
meeting with Clark is being 
planned for Tuesday, April 
21, and he said vital mem-
bers he believes should be in 
attendance are Police Chief 
Nicholas Monaco and state 
Sen. Peter Durant, or some-
body from his office. Pasierb 
said if they are not available 
on that date, an alternate date 
for the meeting would be 
Tuesday,, April 28. 

Commission members 
encouraged public participa-
tion, and said they could pos-
sibly present letters of sup-
port of saving the structures 
at the meeting to Clark. 

Prison Camps 
historic registry

Historical Commission 
member Lindsay Maus said 
she submitted the application 
for the prison camps to be 
placed on the Massachusetts 
Registry of Historic Places, 
and the National Registry 
of Historic Places, but the 
form was incorrect. She said 
she resubmitted it following 
instructions from the registry. 

“We feel that this is an 
important historical site for 
the town,” she said.

Stone wall bylaw
The commission met with 

Select Board Chair Jen Leger 
to discuss the stone wall 
bylaw. She presented simi-
lar bylaws from the towns of 
Concord and Sudbury, which 
could be updated to reflect 
Rutland’s needs. 

Leger said updating the 
bylaw itself would be dif-
ficult, but the Historical 
Commission can update rules 

Board discussed town
owned properties

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK – The 
Select Board began its 
March 23 meeting with a 
discussion regarding 179 
Main St., Gilbertville. 

Speaking about  the 
property during the meet-
ing was Felix Wamburu, 
who owns a property near 
the building. Wamburu was 
doing work on his own 
property when he came 
across 179 Main St. and 
soon wanted to learn more 
about it. 

After speaking with the 
Highway Superintendent, 
the neighboring proper-
ty owner got word that the 
building had been aban-
doned for quite some time. 
Wamburu wanted to come 
before the Select Board and 
get an idea of any interest 
the town may have and help 
him decide on what to do 
with the building. 

On of his proposals is 
pursuing the building to be 
renovated into some form 
of housing. Wamburu want-
ed to put out some sugges-
tions and see if this propos-
al would be something that 
is beneficial for the town. 

The Select Board and 
Town Administrator Justine 
Caggiano said they could 
do an request for proposal 
but wanted to know what 
kind of housing Wamburu 
was considering. 

Wamburu wants to look 

at the footprint of the build-
ing to see if the space is 
appropriate for apartments 
or possibly condos. If so, 
how many condos or apart-
ments could go in. 

He is aware that the 
building at 179 Main St. is 
a historic building and he 
said this proposal is in the 
very beginning stages of 
any potential plan. 

Wamburu is looking at 
the building and what can 
be preserved. He is not 
looking for any drastic 
modifications. 

“It’s preliminary,” Select 
Board Vice-Chair William 
Tinker said. 

The Select Board also 
discussed the Ruggles Hill 
Street School after receiv-
ing a letter from resident 
Elizabeth Cyran to put this 
discussion on the agenda. 
There are several compo-
nents tied to the school 
building, including what 
is said in the deed and the 
Mixter Trust. 

The Select Board did 
receive a response from 
town counsel regarding the 
deed, which they have a 
copy to review. One idea 
is to start a draft of an RFP, 
as the board doesn’t wish 
to endure a lot of legal fees 
like the Town did when 
they were addressing the 
Paige Building. 

The board wants to 
make sure the title is clear 
and what to specifically put 

Pathfinder presented FY ’26-27 budget proposal
By Abigail McCoy

Staff Writer 
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Officials 
from across the region gath-
ered at Pathfinder Regional 
Vocational Technical High 
School last week as the dis-
trict presented its proposed 
fiscal year 2027 budget, 
outlining continued growth, 
strategic investments, and 
increasing demand for career 
and technical education.

The event, held in the 
school’s library, drew a 
strong turnout of select 
board members, finance 
committee representatives, 
town administrators, man-
agers, and council mem-
bers from all nine member 
communities; an indication, 
school officials said, of the 
district’s deepening partner-
ships across the region.

“It was great to see such 

strong representation from 
our member communities,” 
officials noted during the 
presentation. “The turnout 
and engagement demonstrat-
ed the continued partnership 
between Pathfinder Tech and 
the towns we serve.”

Budget overview
and fiscal strategy

Superintendent Eric Duda 
led the presentation, open-
ing with a series of recent 
highlights to illustrate what 
he described as a year of 
“growth and progress” for 
the district.

The proposed FY 27 
budget reflects an overall 
increase of 4.98% compared 
to FY 26. Of that, the assess-
ment to the district’s nine 
member towns would rise by 
2.27% collectively.

One contributing factor to 
the increase is a $519,000 
rise in the minimum local 
contribution requirement 
across member communities.

Despite these increases, 
district leaders emphasized 

their continued focus on bal-
ancing fiscal responsibility 
with program quality.

“Our goal continues to 
be balancing fiscal responsi-
bility with maintaining high 
quality programs and oppor-
tunities for our students,” 
Duda said.

Expansion efforts and 
facility investments

A significant portion of 
the presentation focused on 
ongoing and recent expan-
sion projects, including the 
district’s partnership with 
the Cold Spring School in 
Belchertown. The initiative 
will add 150 seats, expand-
ing access to vocational edu-
cation in the region.

“The excitement around 
the 150-seat expansion ini-
tiative with the Cold Spring 
school in Belchertown could 
be felt in the room,” officials 
said.

Distr ict  leaders  also 
highlighted the successful 
redevelopment of the for-
mer Country Bank property 

at Four Corners. Renovated 
by Pathfinder students, the 
building is now fully oper-
ational and serves multiple 
community functions.

The space  current ly 
houses the Quaboag Hills 
Chamber of Commerce and 
is used in the evenings for 
adult continuing education 
programs; an initiative that 
has grown significantly in 
recent years.

Costs associated with 
the Cold Spring expan-
sion, including transporta-
tion and staffing, are being 
offset through revolving 
funds, meaning they will not 
impact member town assess-
ments for FY 27.

Rising costs and insurance 
adjustments

While the district remains 
in a stable financial position, 
several cost drivers are put-
ting pressure on the budget. 
Among the most significant 
increases are:

10% rise in transportation 
costs

12.7% increase in retiree 
health insurance premiums

9.83% increase in active 
employee health insurance

12% increase in non-em-
ployee insurance

District officials pointed 
to reforms made in FY 23 
to health insurance offer-
ings as a mitigating factor. 
The transition to tiered plans 
and expanded options has 
improved coverage while 
positioning the district for 
long-term savings.

Officials project that 
continued staff attrition and 
retirements over the next five 
to seven years will further 
reduce insurance-related 
costs.

Financial position
Despite rising expenses, 

Pathfinder Tech reported 
no outstanding debt and no 
major capital requests for the 
upcoming fiscal year.

This stability is large-
ly attributed to the district’s 

H U B BA R D S T O N  – 
There was a large commu-
nity turn out last weekend 
at Hubbardston Community 
Theatre’s production of 
“Roger & Hammerstein’s 
Cinderella.”  

The cast included: Anna 
Labrousse (Cinderella) , 
Colton Butterfield  (Prince 
Christopher), Alicia Levanti 
(Fairy Godmother),  Rebecca 
Gleason  (S tepmothe r ) , 
Kailynn Schuster and Lillian 
Howard  (Steps is ters) , 
Owen Breuer  (Lionel) , 
I s a b e l  S a l o v a r d o s 

(Queen Constantina) and 
Wesley Blackstone (King 
Maximillian). The ensem-
ble included Madeleine 
Rigney, Julianna Lindsten, 
Emily DeMalia, Kalypso 
D e C o l o g e r o ,  G r a c e 
Lantiegne, Cathy Powers, 
Bethany Stefano, Hailey 
Marean, Isaac Farrington, 
Brooke Butterfield, Lucas 
DeMalia, Fiona Kenney, 
Lucas  Lant iegne,  El l ie 
Levanti, Christie Stefano, 
Alena Stolakis, Memphis 
Whaland, Kennedy Correia, 
Alix Lindsey, Anna Medine, 

Sage Morin, Kelsey Nickson, 
Luna Yules, Lyra Pelletier, 
Andie St. Clair, Lily Wilder, 
Kala Yules, Ren Bennington, 
Jack Blackstone, Jordan 
Blackstone, Jaime Bunton, 
Sarah Bunton, Tessa Burke, 
Ta y l a h  C a s s ,  J a s m i n e 
Hickey,  Judah Hickey, 
Michelle Johnston, Harper 
Place,  Drew Romanski, 
Penelope Silver, Joseph St. 
Clair, Hana Mae Tousignant, 
Alexa Tower, Hailey Tower, 
Leah Valley, Emma Veinotte, 
Harper Votruba and Jerry 
Whaland

HCT presents memorable performance

Prince (Colton Butterfield) and 
Cinderella (Anna Labrousse) are 
shown during the wedding scene 
toward the end of the production.

Photo by Tiny Toes and Little Bows Photography

Cinderella played by Anna Labrousse is 
shown ready for the ball.

See RUTLAND, page 6
See PATHFINDER, 

page 8

See HARDWICK, 
page 6

See BARRE, page 6
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Barre Dining Center

BARRE — Elder  Serv ices  of 
Worcester Area Nutrition Program wel-
comes guests to dine at the Barre Senior 
Center, 557 South Barre Road. The fol-
lowing meals will be served for the week 
of March 30. Lunches are back at the 
senior center, but require a pre-sign up. 
Volunteers are needed at the Barre dining 
site. Volunteers are needed for Meals on 
Wheels (mileage reimbursement) and in 
the kitchen. People should contact 978-
355-5027.    

MONDAY – Roast pork with gravy, 
cranberry stuffing, Brussels sprouts, pear 
crisp, diet = applesauce, whole wheat 
bread

TUESDAY – Ziti with meat sauce, 
mozzarella cheese, broccoli and red pep-
pers, baked apples, Italian bread

WEDNESDAY – Garlic brown sugar 
chicken, lemon seasoned potatoes, roasted 
California vegetables, fresh fruit, whole 
wheat bread

THURSDAY – Baked ham with maple 
glaze, mashed potatoes, carrots, dinner 
roll, cheesecake mousse

FRIDAY – Vegetarian chili with 
cheese, roasted potatoes, country blend 
vegetables, brownie, diet = cookies, mar-
ble rye bread

*Higher sodium entree Meal includes 
milk and margarine. Menus are subject 
to change. All meals are served at about 
11:45 a.m. each weekday. Reservations 
should be made the day before by call-
ing 978-355-5027 before 10:30 a.m. The 
donation of $3.00 per meal helps keep the 
program running.  

OES holds breakfast
Designer pancake breakfast sponsored by 

Cradle Rock Chapter of Eastern Star will 
be held Saturday, April 11 from 7:30-10:30 
a.m. at Mt Zion Lodge Hall, 71 Pleasant St. 
People may create their favorite pancake with 
chips, nuts, fruit and more. Complete break-
fast includes designer pancakes, waffles, 
sausage gravy and biscuits, bacon, sausage, 
juice, coffee and always real maple syrup. 
Adults are $9 and children 6 and under $5. 
All are welcome.

St. Joseph’s Cemetery cleanup
All winter baskets and decorations must 

be removed from St. Joseph’s Cemetery, 
South Barre Road, by Saturday, March 28. To 
facilitate spring clean up, all remaining items 
will be discarded.

Legislators staff office hour
State Rep. Donnie Berthiaume’s Chief 

of Staff, Donna and Senator Peter Durant’s 
office invites constituents and town officials 
to meet them to express any concerns, ideas 
or issues where they may need assistance. 
On Monday, April 13, staff will be at the 
Barre Senior Center, 557 South Barre Road 
from 11 a.m.-noon. People may call Donna 
at 774-402-4742 if they would like a private 
meeting.

Lions Club scholarship
The Barre Lions Club offers a $1,000 

scholarship to a graduating senior, who 
lives in Barre, Oakham, Hubbardston, New 
Braintree or Hardwick. To be eligible, the 
student must be accepted by an accredit-
ed college or technical school and must be 
entering the school in the fall semester of the 
current year.  In addition to Quabbin seniors, 
this year the club expanded the scholarship 
applications to local students, who attend 
Monty Tech, Pathfinder or BayPath. For the 
students’ convenience, the application has 
been sent to the guidance counselor of each 
school. People may email barremalions-
club@aol.com with any questions. 

Information Fair
An Information Fair sponsored by the 

Council on Aging will take place Wednesday, 
April 15 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Barre/
Hardwick Senior Center, 557 South Barre 
Road, Barre. This event is free and open to 
the public. 

The COA encourages seniors, caregivers, 
family members, friends and anyone interest-
ed in learning more about resources for the 
aging population to attend. It’s a wonderful 
opportunity to connect with local profes-
sionals, explore helpful programs and ser-
vices and gather information that can make 
everyday living easier and more indepen-
dent. Attendees will have the chance to speak 
directly with representatives from organiza-
tions offering support, safety services, finan-
cial information, health resources, housing 
guidance, and more. Whether people are 
planning ahead for themselves or helping 
care for a loved one, the Information Fair is 
a great place to learn about products, services 
and programs available in the community.

Church to hold Sunrise service/breakfast
The Oakham Congregational Church, 4 

Coldbrook Road, will hold an Easter sun-
rise service on Sunday, April 5 at 6:30 a.m. 
A breakfast of pancakes, scrambled eggs, 
sausage, strawberries, homemade doughnut 
holes, orange juice, coffee, tea and hot choc-
olate will immediately follow the sunrise 
service. People may make a freewill dona-
tion, which will go to the church furnace 
fund. The lap quilt will also be raffled off at 
the breakfast. People may purchase tickets 
at the breakfast before the drawing. Tickets 
are $2 each. Quilt raffle tickets are also sold 
every Sunday after church from 11-11:45 a.m. 
Proceeds from the raffle will also go to the 
church furnace fund. Easter Sunday Service 
will be held at 10 a.m.

Legislators staff office hour
State Rep. Donnie Berthiaume’s Chief 

of Staff, Donna and Senator Peter Durant’s 
office invites constituents and town officials 
to meet them to express any concerns, ideas 
or issues where they may need assistance. On 
Tuesday, April 15, staff will be at the Oakham 
Town Hall, 2 Coldbrook Road from 9-9:45 
a.m. People may call Donna at 774-402-4742 
if they would like a private meeting.

Fraud and scam program
Kevin Donahue of the Worcester County 

Sheriff’s Department will hold a fraud and 
scam presentation on Thursday, April 9 at 
noon in the Oakham Senior Center, lower 
level of Town Hall. All are welcome to 
attend.

March COA events
Blood Pressure/Glucose screening clin-

ic takes place on Tuesday March 31 from 
11a.m.-1 p.m. in Senior Center multipurpose 
room. Walk ins are welcome. Ongoing activ-
ities include Monday through Thursday 9 
a.m. -puzzling, Monday through Thursday 
at 9 a.m. walking group (meet at Senior 
Center); Tuesday through Thursdays at 11 
a.m. walking group.(meet at Senior Center), 
Tuesday yoga at 1 p.m. $40 for eight classes 
senior center multipurpose room (registration 
required); Wednesdays at 8:45 a.m. Zumba 
Gold in New Braintree Town Hall $3 dona-
tion/class; Thursdays at noon: Weigh in at 
the Senior Center support weight loss group 
and  Fridays at 10.30 a.m. Functional Fitness 
at the New Braintree Town Hall $3 donation/
class. Walking group members may request 
being added to the text MSG group by call-
ing the Senior Center at 508-882-4073 and 
leaving their name and cell phone number. If 
seniors can’t get to the Senior Center to make 
reservations or sign up or for more informa-
tion on offerings, they may call the Senior 
Center 508-882-4073 and leave a message or 
email COA@Oakham-MA.gov.

Senior Center hot lunches
Hot Lunches are offered at the Senior 

Center dining area Monday through Thursday 
at 11.15 a.m.  Reservations are needed at 
least two days in advance and can be made 
through the Congregate Meal Coordinator 
from 9 a.m.-12.15 p.m. at 508-882-4072.

 

Barre Congregational 
Church

30 Park St., Barre
Palm Sunday, March 29 
Service 9:30 a.m.
Maundy Thursday, April 2
Service at 7 p.m.
Easter Sunday, April 5 
Service at 9:30 a.m.

First Congregational 
Church of North Brookfield

144 North Main St., North 
Brookfields

Palm Sunday, March 29
Service 10:45 a.m.
Maundy Thursday, April 2
Tenebrae Service 7 p.m.
Good Friday, April 3 
Sanc tua ry  Open  fo r 

Prayer noon
Easter Sunday, April 5
Sunrise Service Bennett’s 

Hill 6 a.m.

Service 10:45 a.m.

New Life Assembly of God
Main Street, South Barre
Palm Sunday, March 29
Service 10:30-11:45 a.m.
Good Friday, April 3
Service 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Easter Sunday, April 5
Service 10:30-11:45 a.m.

Oakham Congregational 
Church

4 Coldbrook Road, 
Oakham

Palm Sunday, March 29
Service 10-11 a.m.
Maundy Thursday, April 

2 7 p.m.
Easter Sunday, April 5
Sunrise Sunday 6:30 a.m. 

behind church, breakfast 
after service

Service 10-11 a.m.

Rutland Congregational 
Church

264 Main St., Rutland
Palm Sunday, March 29
Breakfast 8:30 a.m.
Service 9:30 a.m.
Maundy Thursday April 2
Service 7 p.m.
Easter Sunday, April 5
Service 9:30 a.m.

Tri-Parish Church
Sunday, April 5
Easter Sunrise Service 

6:15 a.m. at East Quabbin 
Land Trust, 120 Ridge Road, 
Hardwick with lay leader 
Virginia Rich

E a s t e r  S e r v i c e  1 0 
a .m.  a t  New Braintree 
Congregational  Church, 
3  Oakham Road ,  New 
Braintree

OAKHAM
by Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 Kelly Bado, O.D.
Doctor of Optometry

Eye Exams

Barre Opticians
395 Main St., Barre

978-355-2191

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
Most Insurances Accepted

Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter schedule

Senior Center to hold Information Fair
BARRE – The Council 

on Aging wil l  hold an 
I n f o r m a t i o n  F a i r  o n 
Wednesday, April 15 from 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Barre/
Hardwick Senior Center, 557 
South Barre Road. 

This event is free and 
open to the public. The COA 
encourages seniors, caregiv-
ers, family members, friends 
and anyone interested in 
learning more about resourc-
es for the aging population 
to attend. It’s a wonderful 
opportunity to connect with 
local professionals, explore 
helpful programs and services 
and gather information that 
can make everyday living 
easier and more independent.

Attendees will have the 
chance to speak directly with 
representatives from organi-
zations offering support, safe-
ty services, financial infor-
mation, health resources, 
housing guidance, and more. 
Whether people are planning 
ahead for themselves or help-
ing care for a loved one, the 
Information Fair is a great 
place to learn about products, 
services and programs avail-
able in the community.

Participating organiza-
tions include: AARP; Be 
Safe at Home (Life Alert); 
Community Legal Aid; Ed 
Spater, Medicare Advisor; 
Elder Services of Worcester; 
F r i ends  o f  t he  Ba r r e /

Hardwick Senior Center; 
Kevin Donahue from the 
Office of District Attorney 
Joseph D. Early, Jr.; Leicester 
Health Coalition (SNAP 
screenings and blood pres-
sure checks); Miles Funeral 
H o m e ;  N a t i o n a l  G r i d 
(Electric bill screenings); 
Right-Sized Living; Tracy 
LaRosa Realtor; Veteran’s 
Service; Worcester Registry 
of Deeds and more.

The COA hopes people 
will stop by, ask questions, 
gather valuable information 
and discover resources that 
support independence, safety 
and quality of life for older 
adults in their community.

 

‘Silents are Golden’ returns to Stone Church April 11
HARDWICK – The 9th 

“Silents Are Golden” concert 
featuring Charlie Chaplin’s “The 
Gold Rush” (1925) with live 
improvised accompaniment by 
organist Peter Krasinski will be 
held on Saturday, April 11 at 7 
p.m. on the Gilbertville Johnson 
& Son pipe organ at the Stone 
Church Cultural Center, 283 
Main St., Gilbertville. 

This performance is spon-
sored by the Friends of the Stone 
Church.

Organist,  conductor and 
music educator Krasinski is 
broadly recognized for his 
imaginative and energetic per-
formances. Winner of First 
Prize in Improvisation from the 
American Guild of Organists 

National Competition, he is 
known worldwide for his unique 
accompaniment to classic silent 
films. 

The “Gold Rush” takes view-
ers to the Klondike, Alaska 
where a comedy unfolds amid 
harsh conditions. Writer, pro-
ducer, director and leading actor 
Charlie Chaplin plays his “Little 
Tramp.” 

The film also stars Georgia 
Hale, Mack Swain, Tom Murray, 
Henry Bergman and Malcolm 
Waite. It is the fifth-highest 
grossing silent film in cinema 
history. 

Variety called “The Gold 
Rush” “the greatest and most 
elaborate comedy ever filmed.” 
The New York Times called it 

“the outstanding gem of all of 
Chaplin’s pictures, as it has more 
thought and originality than even 
such masterpieces of mirth as 
‘The Kid’ and ‘Shoulder Arms’.”

Krasinski is House Organist 
of the Providence Performing 
Arts Center, Principal Organist 
at Mechanics Hall, Organist 
of the Basilica of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, Boston, Organist 
at First Church of Christ, 
Scientist in Providence, Rhode 
Island, and accompanist at Beth 
El Temple Center in Belmont. 

He recently presented “THE 
CAMERAMAN” staring Buster 
Keaton to a sold out audience 
at the Musiikkitalo, Helsinki, 
Finland, and appeared in an 
Oscar-winning move “The 

Holdovers”. For more informa-
tion on the artist, please visit 
www.Krasinski.org.

All concerts at the Stone 
Church are free to those under 
18.

Tickets are $20 per person 
and holders of the Massachusetts 
Card to Culture may request up 
to two free tickets at the box 
office for any ticketed concert on 
the concert day, or may make a 
reservation by email to events@
FriendsoftheStoneChurch.org. 

Partial support for the 2025-
2026 concert season has been 
provided by the Mass Cultural 
Council. Support for spring con-
certs, including free community 
concerts, has been received.

Historical Society to 
hold open house

RUTLAND – The Rutland Historical 
Society will hold an Open House on Sunday, 
April 12 from 

1-3 p.m. at the Rutland Historical Society, 
232 Main Street. 

People may browse through the museum 
collection, do some research on their ances-
tors and discover the history of Rutland. Light 
refreshments will be available. 

    

Editorial deadline 
reminder

Deadline for e-mailed press releases 
is noon on Monday. Deadline for hard 
copy is noon on Friday. 

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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PUBLIC 
MEETINGS

BARRE
Finance Committee – March 31, April 7
 and April 14 at 6:30 p.m.
Council on Aging – April 1 at 12:30 p.m.
Planning Board – April 1 and April 7
 at 7 p.m.
Town Election Day – April 6 from 8 a.m.-
 8 p.m.
Select Board – April 6 at 5 p.m.
Board of Assessors – April 7 at 6 p.m.
Felton Field Commission – April 7
 at 6:30 p.m.
Library Trustees – April 8 at 6:30 p.m.
Barre Housing Authority – April 9 at
 1 p.m.
Zoning Board of Appeals – April 9 at
 7 p.m.
Board of Health – April 13 at 5 p.m.
Water Commission – April 13 at
 5:30 p.m.
DPW Commission – April 13 at 6 p.m.
Cable Advisory Committee – April 14
 at 7 p.m.
Conservation Committee – April 14  
at 7 p.m.
Master Plan Steering Committee – April
 16 at 5:30 p.m.

HARDWICK
Master Plan Steering Committee – March
 26 at 6:30 p.m.
Recycling Commission– March 26 at
 6:30 p.m.
Paige Library Trustees – March 26 and
 April 2 at 7 p.m.
Select Board – March 30 and April 2 at
 6 p.m.
Finance Committee – March 30 at 6 p.m.
Council of Aging – April 1 at 12:30 p.m. 
Gilbertville Public Library – April 8 at
 3 p.m.
Conservation Commission – April 15 at 
6:30 p.m.
Gilbertville Water District – April 21 a
t 5:30 p.m.
Board of Health – April 22 at 6:50 p.m.
Capital Planning Committee – May 18 a
t 3 p.m.

HUBBARDSTON
Open Space Committee – March 26 at
 7 p.m.
Memorial Day Committee – March 30 at
 3 p.m.
Zoning Board of Appeals – March 31 at
 6:30 p.m.
Library Trustees – April 2 at 7 p.m.
Conservation Commission – April 7 at
 7 p.m.
Planning Board – April 8 and April 30 a
t 6:30 p.m.
Board of Health – April 14 at 7 p.m.
Board of Assessors – April 15 at 6 p.m.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
Community Block Grant Resident 
Meeting – April 1 at 6 p.m.
Downtown Development Committee – 
April 6 at 6:30 p.m.
Parks  and  Recrea t ion  Ju ly  4 th 
Subcommittee – April 8 at 6 p.m.
Rep. Berthiuame Office hours – April 15 
from 11 a.m.-noon
Planning Board – April 15 at 6 p.m. 

OAKHAM
Finance Committee – March 31, April 1 
and April 7 at 7 p.m.

PETERSHAM
Select Board – March 26 at 5:30 p.m., 
March 31 at 3 p.m.and April 2 at 5:30 
p.m., April 7 at 3 p.m. and April 9 at 5:30
p.m., April 13 at 3 p.m. and April 16
at 5:30 p.m.
Advisory Finance Committee – March 26
 and April 2 at 6 p.m.
Capital Improvements Planning
 Committee – March 30 at 7 p.m.
Open Space and Recreation Committee –
 April 7 at 6 p.m.
Conservation Commission – April 7 at
 7 p.m.
Board of Assessors – April 10 at 9 a.m.
Council on Aging – April 13 at 10:30 a.m.
Cemetery Commission – April 14 at
 11 a.m.
Petersham Historic District – April 16
 at 6 p.m.

RUTLAND
Select Board and Finance Committee –
 March 26 at 6 p.m.
Select Board Public Hearing – March 30
 at 6 p.m.
Planning Board Bylaw Sub Committee  –
 April 15 at 6 p.m.

Egg Hunt set for March 28
The Hubbardston Park and Recreation 

Commission will sponsor an Egg Hunt on 
Saturday, March 28 at 10 a.m. at the Curtis 
Rec Field, Rte. 68. There will be three age 
groups Pre K, K-second grade and third grade 
and up. This is a free event; donations are 
accepted.

Legislators staff office hour
State Rep. Donnie Berthiaume’s Chief 

of Staff, Donna and Senator Peter Durant’s 
office invites constituents and town offi-
cials to meet them to express any concerns, 
ideas or issues where they may need assis-
tance. On Monday, April 6, staff will be at 
the Hubbardston Senior Center, Main Street, 
from 10-11 a.m. People may call Donna at 
774-402-4742 if they would like a private 
meeting.

Country Hen scholarships
The Country Hen Scholarship Fund 

awards a total of $1,000 in scholarships to 
one or more graduating high school students 
from Hubbardston. Applicants must be a 
Hubbardston resident for at least three years, 
be a graduating high school senior planning to 
attend an accredited college or university and 
have demonstrated community involvement 
during their high school years. Applications 
are available online by visiting the town web-
site at www.hubardstonma.gov and are due by 
Sunday, April 26. For questions, they should 
email admin@hubbardstonma.gov.

Senior Center events
All artists are welcome to attend the art 

group at the Hubbardston Senior Center every 
Friday from 9-11 a.m. A new activity at the 
Senior Center is the Creative Needle and 
Thread activity every Friday from 9 a.m.-
noon. All are invited to bring projects, such 
as embroidery, cross stitch, sewing and quilt-
ing. Questions may be directed to Michelle 
at 508-450-4476. Yarn-It-All group meets 
from 10 a.m.-noon. Knitting and crocheting 
projects will be worked on, and those who 
have questions will get help from others who 
attend. Games of Pitch are held the second 
and fourth Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m. and the 
first and third Fridays at 6:30 p.m. Cribbage 
is played every Thursday at 12:30 p.m., 
Bingo is every Monday at 12:30 p.m. and Wii 
Bowling is every Monday and Thursday at 9 
a.m. Functional Exercise Classes are held at 
the Senior Center Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 9:30-10:30 a.m.  

 

HUBBARDSTON
by Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

(508) 829-7333

1015 MAIN STREET, HOLDEN MASSACHUSETTS 01520

“CERTIFIED CONTACT LENS & EYEGLASS SPECIALISTS”

$50 OFF Your
Eye Glasses Package

$100 Minimum Purchase. Expires 4/30/26.

COUPON
 Are you having difficulty communicating 

with your partner, struggling with 
boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Corrections policy
The Barre Gazette will gladly correct factual errors 

that appear in this paper. Corrections or clarifications 
will always appear on Page 2. To  request a correction, 
send information to Editor Ellenor Downer at edowner@
turley.com or call 413-283-8393. Corrections may also 
be requested in writing at Barre Gazette, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069.

PETERSHAM – The 
Pe te r sham Lions  Club 
recently held its 20thth annu-
al charity curling tourna-
ment and raffle fundraiser on 
Saturday, March 21.    

A  c u r l i n g  t o u r n a -
ment is known as a bon-
spiel. The event benefits 
Massachusetts Lions Eye 
Research Fund to help in 
finding a cure for blind-
ness. This year’s 16 teams 
were from Athol, Barre, 
Templeton, Hubbardston, 
Petersham, Mendon and The 
Brookfields. There were two 
teams each from Charlton, 
Paxton, Winchendon and 
Rutland. The Mass Eye 
Lions Research Fund com-
mittee also had a team.   

In  the final  playoff , 
Rutland Team 2 took the 
win over Winchendon Team 
1. The winning curlers were 
Jeff Moreau, Mike Maceiko, 
Joe Antkowiak  and Jon 
Moody. The winning team 
and the names of the team-
mates will have their name 
added to the tournament 
plaque. The plaque goes 
home with the winning team 
to display for the year and 
returns for the next year’s 
tournament.  

Pe t e r sham i s  f o r t u -
nate and proud to have its 
own Petersham Curling 
Club, which has been offer-
ing an arena for the sport 
since 1960. The Petersham 
Curling Club is one of only 
four dedicated clubs in 
Massachusetts, solely for the 
purpose of curling.  

The Curling Club gener-
ously offers the day to the 
Lions for the event and it is 
most appreciated. This part-
nering allows the Lions to 
have this event locally and 
supports the Curling Club as 
well. The Petersham Lions 
tournament is always an 
amateur level event, held 
annually in March.  

As they always have 
done, experienced Petersham 
Curling Club members were 
on hand to offer lessons and 
advice to those who had 
never curled before. As an 
Olympic sport, curling is a 
sport that requires good 
aim, balance and the proper 
amount of strength to send 

the 40-pound granite stone, 
which is the curling puck so 
to speak, to the other end of 
the ice and score, with the 
help of team mates expertly 
sweeping the ice ahead of the 
stone to help it go farther.  

For the Lions, it was not 
so much skill as it was a day 
to have fun and encourage 
each other. Even the los-
ers were happy. Everyone 
cheered the curlers on with a 
hardy amount of handshakes, 
applause and pats on the 
back.

The raffle table was well 
stocked with 65 items up for 
grabs for a total value of $ 
2,600 made possible by the 
generosity of local business-
es and crafters. The names 
of the businesses and craft-
ers that donated items were 
displayed on a larger poster 
and the Lions talked about 
the various sponsors while 
selling tickets. 

The Petersham Lions 
next big event is a blood 
drive with the Rhode Island 
Blood Center and will be 
on Saturday, April 11 in the 
Petersham Lower Town Hall. 
To sign up and reserve a 
donor spot, people may visit 
https://donate.ribc.org/donor/

s chedu le s /d r ive_sched -
ule/81015. They can donate 
one pint of whole blood or 
donate a double donation of 
just their red blood cells. 

People must sign up on 
their own and there is infor-
mation on the website about 
eligibility and facts about 
blood donation. Donors can 
also call 800-688-0900 if 
they have questions about 
their eligibility. Advances in 
medical research and care 
has lifted many restrictions 
that once existed. 

If they were told they 
could not donate, please 
check and see by looking at 
the eligibility page or by call 
the 800 number. The eligibil-
ity page is  https://www.ribc.
org/donate-blood/donor-eli-
gibility/. People may donate 
whole blood every 56 days. 
Humans are the only ones 
that can make blood for 
human, there is no substitute.

If people are interested 
in becoming a Petersham 
Lion, they may email Denis 
Legare, the club member-
ship chairperson at hilltop-
chief@gmail.com or Jim 
Regan, club president at 
JimRegan5@gmail.com.       

                         

Lions Club holds annual curling fundraiser

Submitted photo

The winning curlers were from Rutland. They 
included Jeff Moreau, Mike Maceiko, Joe 
Antkowiak and Jon Moody. 

Lions Club offers prize calendar raffle
PETERSHAM – The 

Pe te r sham Lions  Club 
announces the offering of the 
annual April 2026 prize cal-
endar raffle.     

The Prize Calendar is 
filled with over $1,800.00 
in prize money, gift cards 
and passes to family ori-
ented venues such as the 
New England Aquarium, 
the Butterfly Place and the 
EcoTarium. For a donation of 
$10, there is the opportunity 
to have your name drawn on 
any of the 31 days in April 
and will win the prize of the 
day.   

If someone wins their 
name goes back into the 
drawing and they can win 

again. People can contact 
any Petersham Lion that they 
know or email Lynne Shaw 
at Lynneshaw@gmail.com to 
make a donation for the cal-
endar.  Calendars will be sold 
through Tuesday, March 31 
and the first drawing takes 
place on Wednesday, April 1.

A l l  d o n a t i o n s  a n d 
funds raised go toward the 
many causes that Lions 
International is well-known 
for as well as local causes. If 
people are interested in learn-
ing more about membership, 
the Club encourages folks 
to email membership chair, 
Past District Governor Denis 
Legare at hilltopchief@
gmail.com or President Jim 

Regan at Jimregan5@gmail.
com.

I f  p e o p l e  k n o w  a 
Petersham Lion, they can 
also ask them about the Club 
and what Lions are all about. 
The Petersham Lions Club 
is always looking for new 
members to welcome and 
hope people will consider-
ing joining the fun of being 
a Lion while giving back to 
their community and sup-
porting the mission of Lions 
International, the largest vol-
unteer service organization 
in the world. Where there is 
a need, there is a Lion. Lions 
are ordinary people doing 
extraordinary things.

Recycling Center offers 
bulk waste day April 18

HARDWICK – The Hardwick Recycling 
Center, 2011 Barre Road, will hold a Bulk 
Waste Collection Event on Saturday, April 18 
from 8 a.m.-noon.

This event is open to the residents of 
Hardwick and surrounding towns. A recycling 
center sticker is not required. 

Please note, there are fees per item charged 
to cover the cost of hauling and processing. 

Prices are as follows: mattress/waterbed 
mattress/futon, $30; couch, $30; sleeper sofa 
bed/pullout couch, $40; loveseat/upholstered 
chair, $25; pool table, $25; wall unit cabinets, 
$20; large entertainment center, $20; sink, 
$15; ceiling fan/upright fan/box fan, $10; toi-
let, $20; carpeting/foam carpet backing, $15; 
kitchen/dining table, $15; bookcase/bureau, 
$15; trash compactor, $10; wooden chair/end 
table/coffee table/night stand, $12; car seat 
(baby/child), $7; bulk Styrofoam (bagged), 
$5; and suitcases, $5.

The staff and volunteers reserve the right 
to price or reject other items not listed above 
accordingly on site.

For more information, people can email 
recycling@townofhardwick.com or stop by 
the Hardwick Recycling Center during open 
hours. Volunteers are also needed during the 
Bulk Waste Collection Event.

St. Aloysius Catholic School
holds Open House on April 6

HARDWICK – St. Aloysius 
Catholic School is hosting an Open 
House on Monday, April 6, from 3-5 
p.m.  

Prospective families are encour-
aged to visit the school, located at 52 
Church St. in Gilbertville, where they 
can tour the classrooms, meet the 
teachers and 
learn  more 

about the rich, faith-filled education-
al experiences that await.  

For more information, please 
call the school and speak to Roberta 
McQuaid, Enrollment Coordinator, 
at 413-477-1268.  Or apply on line 
at https://www.staloysiuscs.com/
join-our-family/application/.
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Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy
Letters to the editor 

should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will 
be published. We require 
letter writers to include his 
or her town of residence 
and home telephone num-
ber. We must authenticate 
authorship prior to publi-
cation. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to be 
libelous or contain unsub-
stantiated allegations, per-
sonal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Barre Gazette, 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 01069 or 
via email to edowner@tur-
ley.com. The deadline for 
submissions is Friday at 
noon.
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Opinion

In Past Pages

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
My last Social Security 

payment decreased by 
about $400, so I went to 
my online SS account and 
found a November 2025 let-
ter explaining that my 2024 
tax return showed a great-
ly enlarged Adjusted Gross 
Income. 

Thus, SSA decided to 
withdraw monies, as of 
January 2026, from my 
bank account because I’d 
owed far more monies to 
them. The letter itemized 
my greatly diminished 
2026 SSA monthly pay-
ment, explaining should 
my next tax return show 
a regular AGI, then SSA 
would return my SS income 
to regular amounts and 
return every prior month’s 
deficits? Said letter also 
mentioned an optional 
recourse, that of compiling 
an “Appeal” to regain my 
ongoing decreased income.  
The extra amounts now 
withdrawn for Medicare 
Parts A and D alone are 
outrageously high. I’m a 
retired senior citizen on a 
fixed income.  

According to SSA, my 
having sold a piece of land 
in 2024 allows SSA to 
decrease my SS income.  
Has this become a com-
mon practice against U.S.A. 
senior citizens? Thank you 
in advance for your input. 
Signed: Feeling Wronged 

 
Dear Feeling Wronged: 
From what you have 

shared, it appears that your 
SS benefit amount has been 
affected by a provision 
known as Income-Related 
M o n t h l y  A d j u s t m e n t 
Amount. IRMAA isn’t real-
ly a Social Security issue, 
rather it is a Medicare 
premium thing. But when 
IRMAA applies, it reduc-
es your net Social Security 
payment because Medicare 
premiums are automatical-
ly taken from your Social 
Security benefit, thus mak-
ing your net SS payment 
less. 

If you look at your gross 
Social Security payment 
at your online “my Social 
Security” account you will 
see that your gross SS pay-
ment did not change, but 
your Medicare premium 
did, thus affecting your 
net SS payment. IRMAA, 
essentially, makes Medicare 
a “means tested” program, 
where those with a high-
er AGI can pay a higher 
Medicare Part B (and Part 
D) premium. 

However, IRMAA is 
usually based on AGI from 
two years prior to the cur-
rent year because your cur-
rent AGI information isn’t 
available from the IRS 
when Medicare premiums 
are determined in October 
of each year.  FYI, you may 
have received a notice in 

the mail in early December 
tel l ing you what your 
2026 Social Security and 
Medicare amounts would 
be.  

In a nutshell, the land 
you sold in 2024 appar-
e n t l y  i n c r e a s e d  y o u r 
AGI to exceed the base 
IRMAA thresholds,  which 
are $109,000 if you file 
your taxes as a single or 
$218,000 if you file your 
income tax as “married/
jointly.” And the IRMAA 
supplements are “progres-
sive” (higher if your AGI is 
more), so if your Medicare 
premiums went up by about 
$400 about twice the 2026 
standard premium, it’s like-
ly that your 2024 AGI was 
over $137,000 if you filed 
as a single or over $274,000 
if you filed as “married/
jointly. FYI, you can see the 
2026 IRMAA brackets/pre-
mium amounts at this link:  
www.ssa.gov/benefits/medi-
care/medicare-premiums.
html     

A couple of additional 
points:  

Your Medicare premi-
ums will, indeed, revert 
to the standard amounts 
for 2027, if your 2025 
AGI amount is under the 
IRMAA threshold for your 
tax filing status. 

There is no premium for 
Medicare Part A, which is 
coverage for inpatient hos-
pitalization care, because 
you are receiving Social 
Security benefits. However, 
there is a premium for 
Part B of Medicare (which 
is coverage for outpatient 
medical services) and you 
must also separately pay a 
premium for Part D, which 
is coverage for prescrip-
tion drugs offered by pri-
vate insurers. And these 
IRMAA supplements apply 
even if you have a Medicare 
Advantage plan from a pri-
vate insurer.  

Unfor tunate ly,  your 
only “recourse” is, as SSA 
suggested, to appeal the 
IRMAA supplement, but 
that is usually success-
ful only if you can prove 
you had a “life changing 
event,” which caused (or 
will cause) your AGI to be 
less than that used to deter-
mine your IRMAA sur-
charge.  Your best option 
at this point will likely be 
to appeal using a “Request 
for Reconsideration” (Form 
SSA-561) asking that your 
2026 Medicare premium 
be based on a recent year’s 
(e.g., 2025) lower income.     

Finally, IRMAA isn’t 
really a new thing – it was 
enacted in 2003, effective 
in 2007. But it does have 
a profound effect on many 
seniors, as I explained in 
this article I recently pub-
lished on the topic: https://
amacfoundation.org/irmaa-
a-medicare-surprise/. 

5 years (April 1, 2021)
T h e  B a r r e  F i n a n c e 

Committee met with fire, 
police and regional dispatch 
heads to go over their FY 
2022 proposed budgets. Fire 
Chief Robert Rogowski said 
almost everything in his bud-
get was level funded except 
training,  20-year longevity 
stipends, electricity and lad-
der testing. He said the fire 
department required fire-
fighters to make 50% of the 
training per year. Full-time 
fire fighters with 20 years of 
service received $300 and 
part-timers, $150. He said 
electric consumption went up 
and the line item included all 
three stations. The annual fee 
for ladder testing increased 
by $300. On the ambulance 
side some paramedics and 
EMTs had step increases. 
The town had paramedic staff 
seven days per week. He said 
overtime increased last year 
and had 30 calls with COVID 
cases and 70 suspected cases. 
Staff had to quarantine and 
this resulted in the overtime 
increase. Rogowski said 
with COVID-19 there were 
a lot more ambulance calls, 
but fewer transports as many 
patients did not want to go to 
the hospital. The town only 
billed for calls where the 

patient was physically trans-
ported to the hospital. 

About 40 citizens lis-
tened to a Zoom candidate 
night sponsored by the Barre 
Democratic Committee last 
Thursday. Joshua Smith 
moderated the event, which 
had three candidates par-
t icipat ing:  Maureen M. 
Marshall, Matthew Urban 
and Troy Valardi. Maureen 
Marshall  and Troy Lee 
Valardi are running for a 
three-year term to the board 
of selectmen. Matthew Urban 
is a candidate for a five-
year term to the planning 
board along with Anthony F. 
Mobilio. Frank W. LaRange 
and Anthony Mobilio are 
candidates for a one-year 
term as planning board asso-
ciate member. Mobilio and 
LaRange opted to not partic-
ipate in the candidate night. 

A t  t h e  H a r d w i c k 
Selectmen’s meeting of 
March 22, Selectman Julie 
Quink said Ware officials 
met and discussed the ambu-
lance at a previous meeting. 
Quink was in contact with 
Ware Town Manager Stuart 
Beckley, and he said the 
town was  looking at recon-
sidering the cost of ambu-

lance services provided to 
Hardwick, but no final fig-
ures were available. Town 
Admin i s t r a to r  The re sa 
Cofske said she also under-
stood Ware was looking 
at the costs, but they did 
not seem to be significant-
ly lower. Chairman Kenan 
Young said even if Ware 
agreed to lower the cost 
there is the chance they 
would raise the fees next 
year. Quink reached out to 
both Barre Fire Department 
and West Brookfield Rescue 
Squad to see what documents 
Hardwick needs to sign 
to proceed. She said they 
are both working on drafts. 
Young asked Quink to sched-
ule a meeting with WBRS 
to ratify a contract, as they 
are a private entity, and he 
asked Cofske to get them on 
the next agenda of the Barre 
Board of Selectmen. 

10 years (March 31, 2016)
The North Brookfield 

Savings Bank announces the 
launch of their new fund-
raiser to help feed campers 
at Camp Putnam. The New 
Braintree area camp provides 
a true camping experience 

Look Back-  Cable TV comes to Barre – 1989
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Hammers and saws in the capable hands of these craftsmen move the 
United Video Cablevision facility in North Rutland closer to completion. 
Under construction to provide cable TV service to Barre residents, the site 
will feature concrete pods for satellite dishes, as well as a tower to hold 
antennas for 16 broadcast channels. There will also be 23 satellite ser-
vices, nine premium channels and at least one pay-per-view channel.

Our
advertisers
make this

publication
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Let them know
you saw their 

ad in the

Barre
Gazette

Social Security reduced 
my monthly payment

See PAST PAGES, page 7

Plants to celebrate Easter and then some
It’s hard to believe that in 

just a little over a week we 
will be celebrating the Easter 
holiday! 

I am sure that many read-
ers will be either receiving 
the Easter lily as a gift or 
purchasing one for someone 
else. Its pure white, intensely 
fragrant blooms are emblems 
of new life and hope for the 
future – I can think of no 
better symbol of the holiest 
day on the Christian calendar 
than this one. 

If you find yourself in the 
market for an Easter lily this 
week, select one that is deep 
green and has more buds than 

open flowers. It should be 
proportionate in height and 
not top heavy. 

If outdoor temperatures 
remain chilly, be sure to 
cover the plant well upon 
exiting the store, and 
don’t leave it in the 
car while you do other 
errands!

Once home, the Easter 
lily prefers temperatures 
around 65 degrees and 
bright but indirect light. 
Water thoroughly, but allow 
the soil to dry out in between 
waterings.  

Be careful for the decora-
tive foil or plastic wrapper – 

sometimes water will pool in 
the bottom, keeping the soil 
too moist. If you like how the 
w r a p p e r looks , 

poke some holes at the base 
and place the pot on a shal-
low saucer to catch any water 
that drips out. Dump the 

saucer as needed.  You can 
also remove the wrapper and 
allow the pot to drain in the 
sink for a few minutes after 
each watering.  

To prolong the life of your 
plant, be sure to remove 
the anthers before the 

pollen ripens. This will 
also prevent the pollen 
from staining the pure 

white flowers and your 
nose!  

As flowers start to wither, 
cut them off – this will keep 
it looking its best and redi-
rect energy back to the bulb.  

Once the soil warms, 
the Easter lily can be plant-

ed outside in full sun and 
well-drained soil. Sink the 
bulb with foliage and stem 
attached, to a depth of three 
inches and water well. 

After the original foliage 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

See GARDEN, 
page 5
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Serenity Hill Sampler
by Jane McCauley

Spring is here and the rak-
ing begins.  

I had a couple of nice 
days, which I attempted to 
start the lawn and garden 
raking program. I take and 
pile the leaves and sticks and 
then pick them up and put 
them in two wheel barrows 
for the handyman to empty. 
We empty them in the woods 
or compost piles.  

I have to rake off a few 
small stones from the drive-
way as the driveway is not 
paved. I am thinking of get-
ting some of it paved near 
the house and near the main 
road. The driveway if very 
long and would be expen-
sive to have it all done, but 
this year it has been a little 
muddy in certain areas. My 
handymen has made ditches 
off the driveway to run some 
of the water off which helps.  

I noticed the snow drops 
are out and coming right 
through the clumps of snow. 
That is the first sign of spring 
at Serenity Hill.

I had a trip to the dentist 
this week so I was having to 
eat soft food. This is one of 
the meals I made.  

STUFFED BAKED 
PEPPERS

Peppers
hamburg

egg
bread crumbs
chopped onions
can of tomato soup
I took the peppers and 

halved them and deseeded 
them and parboiled them for 
15 minutes to soften them. 
I then made a mixture of 
hamburg, egg, bread crumbs, 
chopped onions and a little 
warm water to soften the 
bread crumbs. I stuffed the 
peppers and put them in a 
casserole and poured a can 
of tomato soup on them and 
cooked them and baked pota-
toes for an hour.  They were 
very good and soft.

With the left over stuffing 
I made two small casserole 
dishes and had it for meat 
loaf sandwiches the next day.  

When I buy a pound of 
hamburg I usually divide it 
into two packages and make 
two meals. American chop 
suey is another favorite. With 
the high prices of food today 
you have to do that.  

That and That
What are your plans 

for this summer?  I plan to 
make schedules for each 
day and do a different proj-
ect each day. The list is get-
ting very long, One project 
I really need to do is get rid 
of duplicate things that we 

have in the cellar. Where Ken 
worked, he had tools and we 
had tools at home so there 
are duplicates of everything. 
Hopefully, our grandsons 
will want some of them.

I need to find someone 
that likes to work in gardens. 
At my age, I cannot do all the 
things that need to be done. I 
enjoy the gardens and want 
to keep them up, but do not 
plan to enlarge them. The 
bushes and shrubs do need 
to be trimmed, but they don’t 
require a lot of work, I have 
arranged them so different 
ones bloom at different times 
and that lasts for the spring 
and summer and fall.  

The land is very rocky so 
it is hard to dig, but when 
we first moved here 38 years 
ago we brought in extra top 
soil and made raised beds. 
Composting helps restore the 
gardens. Now, if we can keep 
the animals out of the com-
poster.  

Because we had so much 
snow this year, I noticed 
when I raked that some of the 
plants are coming up under 
the leaves. I usually don’t 
rake all the leaves off the 
gardens in the fall.  

I hope you all have a won-
derful week and yes, spring 
is here.

THOSE THINGS THAT GO UNSAID
Many’s the time I’ve come close to 

saying something, but then thought better 
of it,

And often I sense a reaction that stirs a 
passion in me, but then hold back,

I wonder if it’s just an insignificance, 
not worthy of reply, or being unsure that 
my thoughts might be wrong.

Far too often, I think, we let pub-
lic opinion sway our most deeply held 
beliefs,

I wonder why we fear condemnation 
from those whose respect we do not value,

And simply react in a way that mirrors 
what our hearts are telling us.

We live in a world now of instant com-
munication and big brother watching,

Did we do something to allow this to 
happen, or was Orwell’s vision correct,

I fear that the answer is a bit of both, 
and I wonder if we are happy with it?

I certainly hope the answer is a 
resounding “No,”

I refuse to believe that we are ready to 
abdicate responsibility to another,

And simply move along with the herd 
like sheep to the slaughter.

Surely there is a better self that can see 
what is happening and fears it,

Surely the time we live in cannot be 
the end of this democratic way of life,

Surely the very freedom that is our leg-
acy will lead us out of the darkness.

Or will it? Will the mistaken notion 
of placing the reins of government in the 
hands of one who cares only for himself,

Be the legacy that this generation has 
to leave to future ones,

It’s a scenario that is now, altogether 
too close for comfort.

But what can we do? We are only indi-
viduals with little power to affect change.

Wrong, Wrong, Wrong, Wrong!!,
We can choose to stand up and make 

our voices heard, in the street and in  the 
voting booth.

The time is now, the duty is ours, and 
the King must be deposed,

We cannot allow what has been our 
sacred trust to be torn down,

We must find the courage to say those 
things that go unsaid. 

– A. B. SPLAINE         

Heating program 
thrives with 
support from 
sponsors

Communi ty  he lp ing 
community! That is the 
foundation that has sus-
tained the three Hearts 
for Heat chapters (North 
Brookfield, Leicester, and 
Princeton) for the last 18 
years.

North Brookfield Hearts 
for Heat is a charitable pro-
gram that helps NB resi-
dents who cannot afford to 
heat their homes during the 
winter. Emergency home 
heating assistance is pro-
vided to eligible residents. 
for oil, propane, natural gas, 
electricity, pellets, or cord-
wood – paid directly to the 
provider.

 NB Hearts for Heat rais-
es money locally and 100% 
of donations go toward pur-
chasing fuel for households 
in need.

 For NB Hearts for 
Heat to be successful, ade-
quate funding is essential! 
Country Bank and North 
Brookfield Savings Bank 
have been phenomenal sup-
porters since our first sea-
son in 2009 by providing 
initial capital and both have 
donated annually ever since. 
Monson Savings Bank 
joined our committed team 
last fall. 

We are most grateful 

for all three local financial 
institutions for not only the 
support they have given 
us, but all their communi-
ty reinvestment and philan-
thropic endeavors. Thank 
you!

 Tasse’s Oil and Propane 
offers oil/propane at a 
reduced rate so clients get 
more fuel per delivery. 
Thank you!

 Every January the NB 
Hearts for Heat board hosts 
a Spaghetti Dinner fund-
raiser – an amazing col-
laboration with Hannaford 
S u p e r m a r ke t ,  H a y d e n 
Masonic Lodge, The Otters 
(musical ambiance), NB 
PTO, and students from 
the NB Honor Society and 
Valley View School. Thank 
you!

To complement the din-
ner and music, a wide vari-
ety of raffle items were 
donated by local business-
es: Angel Nails, Barbara 
Conway (I Spy quilts), Bike 
House Brewery, Bogey 
Lanes, City of Smoke, 
Connect Restaurant, Dragon 
Stones, Inishowen Farms, 
JARS Café & Bakery, Jim’s 
Pizza, Joy of Beans, Marks 
of Asgard, Nancy Waldron 
( p o p c o r n  q u i l t ) ,  N B 
Liquors, NB Pizza Palace, 
Shaman’s Closet, Spencer 
Greenery, Strandz Salon, 
Subway, Wayne Boulette 
(cutting board), and Whitco. 
Thank you!

The Boston Celtics con-
tributed two team signed 
basketballs, the Boston 

Bruins - a signed puck, and 
the WooSox – four game 
tickets and team parapher-
nalia. Thank you!

 The winter of 2025-2026 
in Massachusetts has been 
colder and snowier than in 
recent years. Additionally, 
the fuel costs are more 
expensive. 

So far NB Hearts for 
Heat has provided fuel 
assistance for 27 local fam-
ilies, almost double our 
annual disbursements by 
March 1. As the inclement 
weather continues, 20 more 
are anticipated before the 
heating season concludes. 
Since 2008, we have assist-
ed 372 families.

Applicat ions can be 
downloaded from https://
www.heartsforheat .org/
N o r t h B r o o k f i e l d /  a n d 
mailed to the below address 
or emailed to h4hnorth-
brookfield@gmail .com. 
Applications can also be 
found at the police station, 
town offices, library and 
schools in North Brookfield. 

Donations can be mailed 
t o :  N o r t h  B r o o k f i e l d 
Hearts for Heat, P.O. Box 
44, North Brookfield, MA 
01535.

 I am most grateful to 
all who have helped sup-
port Hearts for Heat. This is 
community helping commu-
nity at its best!

Suzanne Y.
Lewandowski,
Founder & President
North Brookfield Hearts 
for Heat

Community helping community

Guest Column

Send resume 

& cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Email: jamie@turley.com

Turley Publications is a 
locally owned family business, offers a 
competitive commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

➤ Do you want to work in your 
community helping local businesses 
connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting 
local journalism, which tells the 
unique stories of our communities? 

➤ You must be a self-starter with 
excellent communication and 
organizational skills. Basic computer 
skills are required. Previous print 
sales experience is preferred 
but we will train the right candidate. 

Now Hiring!
Advertising Sales       Representative

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications is looking for an outgoing, 
energetic person interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers an supplesments. The right candidate will assume 
an established territory with a portfolio of customers.

dies, cut it back to the soil 
surface. New growth will 
soon emerge. Lilies benefit 
from a layer of mulch to keep 
their roots cool. Although 
they are quite hardy, do pro-
vide some winter protection 
in the form of straw, ever-
green boughs or the like.  

With any luck you will be 
delighted with big, beautiful 
white flowers next summer. 
Although lilies bloom in 
spring under the controlled 
conditions of the greenhouse, 
they bloom naturally during 
the summer months.

Another good and wide-
ly available option for Easter 
gift giving is a pot of spring 
bulbs.  

With tulips, daffodils and 
hyacinths to choose from, 
there will no doubt be a fra-
grance and flower color that 
appeals to you. Be sure to 
choose them in bud, rath-
er than full flower because 
warm household tempera-
tures will cause them to burst 
into bloom in no time. 

To  maximize  indoor 
bloom time, enjoy in your 
living space during the day, 
but move to a basement, 
spare room or garage each 
night where temperatures are 

cooler, but not freezing! 
The great thing about 

forced bulbs is that they can 
be enjoyed in the house this 
Easter and next year in the 
garden.  

Daffodils and hyacinth are 
the most dependable repeat 
bloomers. Tulips (depending 
on the type) may bloom great 
the following season but then 
take a few years off-time to 
recharge before blooming 
again.  

If you wish to plant your 
bulbs outside, remove spent 
flowers as they wither and 
allow the foliage to brown. 
At this point stop watering 
and let the bulbs dry out. 
They can be planted outdoors 
in spring, or saved until the 
fall for planting as you nor-
mally would.  

Sometimes I get the job 
done in spring, although it 
does feel odd to be doing it 
then, simply so I won’t forget 
to plant them in the fall!

Primroses are plentiful at 
florist shops and nurseries 
this time of year as well, and 
they too make great Easter 
gifts. Even though they are 
usually sold in small pots, 
it’s hard to miss their bright-
ly colored flowers poking up 
through basal foliage.  

They come in almost 

every color of the rainbow. 
Many types of primrose 

make great garden plants; 
check the label to make 
sure the one you purchase is 
hardy before planting it out-
doors. I have had a clump of 
primroses blooming for years 
now that started out as a pot-
ted plant.  

An inexpensive but cute 
gift idea is to insert a pot of 
primroses into a basket and 
fill in around it with Easter 
“grass,” this way it can be 
enjoyed as a centerpiece 
before it makes its way to the 
garden. 

These days I prefer green 
paper “grass” purchased at 
the craft store, or make your 
own by use of a shredder. It 
is less problematic for pets.

As you plan for Easter, 
make these plants part of 
your celebration, and enjoy 
them in the garden thereafter!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  
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Second Chance Animal Services seeks 
foster homes for cats and kittens

EAST BROOKFIELD 
– Second Chance Animal 
Services urgently seeks fos-
ter families to care for cats 
and kittens in need. The non-
profit is especially looking 
for homes willing to take 
pregnant cats, kittens, cats 
recovering from surgery or 
timid cats who need time and 
patience to build confidence 
before finding permanent 
homes.

“Our greatest foster need 
right now is cat and kitten 
fosters,” said Lindsay Doray, 
Chief Development Officer 
for Second Chance Animal 
Services. “In recent years, 
our kitten season seems to 
extend all year long. With 
more cats requiring tem-
porary care throughout the 
year, every new foster home 
allows us to help more vul-
nerable animals and give 
them the individualized 
attention they need.”

Foster homes provide 
a calm, safe environment 
where cats can heal, give 
birth or adjust to people at 
their own pace. Second 
Chance supplies everything 
fosters need including food, 
medical care, supplies, and 
guidance from the organiza-

tion’s veterinary and shelter 
teams.  “Fostering is one 
of the most impactful ways 
someone can help,” Doray 
added. “It gives cats and kit-
tens the chance to recover, 
grow, and prepare for adop-
tion, while freeing up space 
in our shelters so we can 
continue helping all pets in 
need.”

Fos t e r  commi tmen t s 
vary depending on the ani-
mal’s needs. Pregnant cats 

stay with the foster family 
through the birth until the 
kittens are eight weeks old, 
while cats recovering from 
surgery or needing socializa-
tion may only require a few 
weeks. No prior experience is 
required.

Those interested in fos-
tering a cat or kittens can 
learn more and complete a 
foster application at www.
secondchanceanimals.org/
foster-care/.

Submitted photo

Moo Cow and her kittens are thriving in a foster 
home, where they will stay until the kittens are 
eight weeks old and ready for the next step in their 
journey.

HARDWICK –  The 
anniversary celebration 
of the Gilbertville Public 
Library’s dedication will be 
held on Sunday, March 29 
from 2-4 p.m. at the library, 

259 Main St., Gilbertville. 
There will be food, music 
and a show. All are wel-
comed and encouraged to 
attend.

Parking is available at 

the library, and at the adja-
cent Stone Church Cultural 
Center, and the Whistle 
Stop Restaurant across the 
street. 

Gilbertville library rededication is Sunday
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public request from Cory 
Bombredi for the Select 
Board Executive Session 
minutes of June 3, 2024. 
The Select Board had not 
authorized the release of 
those minutes and she con-
sulted with Town Counsel 
on the matter. The Board 
will act on the matter later 
in the agenda.

She said the town did 
not get the Information 
Technology grant, but she 
would apply next round. 
She asked the Select Board 
to send a letter of support 
for Community Project 
Funding. Congressman Jim 
McGovern notified the town 
of the funding. The letter 
said the Select Board sup-
ported a water main upgrade 
for Williamsville and Valley 
Roads. 

The Town Administrator 
said Lucy Allen and Liz 
Martin found the name of 
the Prince River group, 
who built the old reservoir 
dam was the Prince River 
Corporation and not Prince 
River Inc. She let  Town 
Counsel know.

Clarification
The Select Board mem-

bers noted the gasoline sit-
uation under investigation 
mentioned at a previous 
meeting was from Fiscal 
Year 2024. It was not a cur-
rent situation, but happened 

in the past. 
Special Events application

T h e  S e l e c t  B o a r d 
approved the application 
for Greg’s Restorations 
Car Show and Swap Meet 
at Felton Field on Friday, 
May 1 and May 2. Setup 
would be on Friday, May 1 
from 9 a.m.-7 p.m. and the  
, Car Show and Swap Meet 
on Saturday, May 2 from 7 
a.m.-3 p.m. All other parties 
had signed off on the appli-
cation.

Requests to use 
town property

T h e  S e l e c t  B o a r d 
approved the request by 
the Christmas In Barre 
Committee for use of Town 
Hall on  Wednesday, Dec. 
2 and Thursday, Dec. 3 for 
setup from 4-8 p.m. and 
Friday, Dec. 4 and Saturday 
Dec. 5 for the Festival of 
Trees and the use Center 
Common for events on 
Saturday, Dec. 5 from 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. 

They approved use of 
South Common in the cen-
ter of town for the Barre 
Farmers Market for every 
Saturday from May 2 to 
Oct. 31 from 8 a.m.-1:30 
p.m.

They also approved a 
request from the Quabbin 
Community Band to use 
the Town Hall for rehears-
als on Mondays, May 4 to 
Aug. 10, from 6-8:30 p.m. 
and Sunday concerts on 

South Barre Common from 
June 14 to July 5 and Center 
Common from July 5 to 
Aug 16 from 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
They approved the use of 
Town Hall for Sunday con-
certs if it rained. The Select 
Board approved the request 
for the Friends of the Barre/
Hardwick Senior Center for 
the Town Hall, Talent Show 
on Saturday, Sept. 19 from 
2-6 p.m.

Executive Session
The Select Board voted 

to go into executive session 
citing two reasons MGL 
c.30A § 21(A) (7) “to com-
ply with, or act under the 
authority of, any general 
or special law or federal 
grant-in-aid requirements 
(“Purpose 7”),” the Open 
Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, 
§§ 22(f), (g), “to review 
and possible vote to release 
the Select Board executive 
session meeting minutes 
from June 3, 2024.” They 
also cited MGL c.30A 
§21(A)(3) to “discuss strat-
egy with respect to collec-
tive bargaining or litigation 
if an open meeting may 
have a detrimental effect 
on the bargaining or liti-
gating position of the pub-
lic body and the chair so 
declares.”

Next meeting
The next Select Board 

meeting will be Monday, 
April 6 at 5 p.m.
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in the RFP before moving 
forward. Caggiano said she’d 
be happy to start a draft of 
an RFP, but wants direction 
from the Select Board first.

Cyran spoke about the 
building and what she heard 
from DEP. One of the proj-
ects is to take the setback out 
of the building. 

Cyran says the group 
interested in the school build-
ing wants to “stay within the 
general makeup of what that 
building has always been.” 
It was space of learning and 
education. 

The Select Board wants to 
investigate more with DEP 
and follow the advice they 
received from town coun-
sel. The board also thought 
of reaching out to the Mixter 
Trust. 

Select Board Clerk Jeffrey 
Schaaf said, “We should be 
looking at the 179 Main St. 
RFP, because it’s clear…we 
own the building.” 

Schaaf said the board 
needs to find out more about 
Ruggles Hill Street School 
before doing any kind of 
RFP. 

The board will review 
the deed, contact the Mixter 
Trust,  and contact DEP 
regarding the school. The 
board will talk more about 
Ruggles Hill Street School at 

their next meeting. 
The board agreed to a 

draft an RFP for 179 Main 
Street. 

Cemetery Commission 
The Select Board heard 

from Paula Roberts of the 
Cemetery  Commiss ion , 
starting with the Revolving 
Account. In year’s past, the 
Cemetery Commission only 
withdrew $5,000 out of the 
revolving account. 

For fiscal year 2026, the 
revolving fund has $11,767, 
but the Commission can only 
spend up to $5,000. 

Roberts is asking both the 
Select Board and the Finance 
Committee for approval to 
spend up to $11,000 in the 
fiscal year. Roberts updated 
the board and said it has been 
a busy first six months in the 
fiscal year for the Cemetery 
Commission with various 
projects at the cemetery. 

Tinker confirmed with 
Roberts that the actual spend-
ing number she is asking 
for is $11,500. This spend-
ing would take effect once 
accountant gets vote from the 
Finance Committee and the 
Select Board. 

The board does have 
a joint meeting with the 
Finance Committee in one 
week after this meeting 
(March 23). This subject 
could be brought up then 
as well to let the Finance 

Committee know. 
Seeing no concern, the 

board voted to raise the limit 
of the Cemetery Commission 
Revo lv ing  Accoun t  t o 
$11,500 and passed. The 
Cemetery Commission is just 
waiting for the approval of 
the Finance Committee. 

Roberts would then dis-
cuss the mowing contract. 
The Cemetery Commission 
voted to award the bid to a 
mowing service they’ve used 
in the past, Lori Crevier. The 
contract is up to $25,500. 

T h e  S e l e c t  B o a r d 
approved the mowing con-
tract. 

The board would then 
discuss the appointment 
of Frank Hansen to the 
Cemetery  Commiss ion . 
There has been a vacan-
cy on the commission for 
over a year. Roberts said the 
Cemetery Commission is 
a working board, and their 
candidate has appeared to 
be willing to put in the time 
to help. The board appoint-
ed Hansen to the Cemetery 
Commission. 

Town Administrator’s 
report

D u r i n g  h e r  r e p o r t , 
Caggiano shared that she and 
the Board are working well 
with the Finance Committee 
on the FY 27 budget. The 
Town Administrator feels 
the town has a good grasp of 
where they are with debt. 

The joint meetings with 
the Finance Committee have 
proved to be helpful in dis-
cussing the budget.

Caggiano met with the 
Highway Superintendent to 
discuss an item to declare 
gravel surplus. This will be 
put on the Select Board’s 
next meeting. 

The next Select Board 
meeting with the Finance 
Committee will be Monday, 
March 30 at 6 p.m., and will 
be discussing the general 
government section of the 
FY 27 budget. 
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McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing
• Emergency Services
• Firewood $265/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

and regulations, and present 
them to the Planning Board. 

According to Leger, this 
bylaw protects stone walls 
in the public right of way 
from being removed, to pro-

tect their historic value and 
a developer brought down 
a stone wall last year and 
got fined for it, sparking the 
need to update the rules and 
regulations more clearly. 

Maus said the town 
could inform homeowners 
with stone walls and trees 

in the right of way about 
the laws surrounding their 
removal. Maus also said 
documenting stone walls on 
the historic inventory is nec-
essary. 

The  commiss ion  i s 
scheduled to meet next on 
Tuesday, March 31. 

RUTLAND 
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Volunteers needed 
to continue 
watershed council

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

PALMER – The Chicopee 
4Rivers Watershed Council 
held its spring kickoff meet-
ing to reflect on the work that 
has been done to ensure the 
health of the area’s rivers, 
and also to look ahead to the 
future.

Community members and 
volunteers joined Chicopee 
4Rivers Watershed Council 
Coordinator Keith Davies 
and Events Coordinator 
Jim Emerson at the Palmer 
Historical Cultural Center 
in Three Rivers on Sunday 
afternoon, close to where the 
rivers in the watershed meet 
up. These rivers include the 
Swift, Ware, Quaboag and 
Chicopee.

“They all meet right here 
within a half mile of each 
other,” Davies said. 

The  Chicopee  River 
Watershed is the largest in 
the commonwealth and the 
largest in the Connecticut 
River basin. Despite its geo-
graphic area, this watershed 
is often overlooked.

“It’s the largest watershed 
in Massachusetts,” Davies 
said. “It’s also one of the 
least recognized in the state.”

Davies said the council 
needs a dedicated core group 
of volunteers to keep a focus 
on the watershed, and contin-
ue to grow its mission.

“We need long term com-
mitments and people to really 
engage,” he said. 

Water monitoring and 
restoration

Davies  said the for-
mer watershed council, the 
Chicopee River Watershed 
Council, was inactive, and by 
2014, he and others worked 
to revitalize it, and changed 
its name to Chicopee 4Rivers 
Watershed Council to encom-
pass all of the local rivers. 

In 2015, the council put a 
major focus on water qual-
ity sampling, with grant 
funding under the umbrel-
la of the Connecticut River 
Conservancy. The coun-
cil has also received finan-
cial  support  from vari-
ous towns, in addition to 
Country Bank, the Lake 
Wickaboag Preservation 
Association and the Quaboag 
& Quacumquas i t  Lake 
Association.

“It largely relates to bacte-
ria,” Davies said of the water 
quality sampling. “The bac-
teria sampling is kind of that 
pulse…that annual physical. 
That’s what the sampling is; 
it’s really that check-up.”

Water quality sampling 
is conducted at sites across 
the watershed from late 
spring to late summer. The 
bacteria levels are then ana-
lyzed at Connecticut River 
Conservancy’s lab, and post-
ed on its website ctriver.org 
or at isitclean.us. 

Water quality is listed for 
“primary” or “secondary” 

use, with primary being safe 
for swimming and secondary 
for boating or fishing. 

In 2023, the Department 
of Environmental Protection 
awarded a grant that allowed 
the council to take samples 
from more sites than ever 
before.

“There were six sites in 
2015,” Davies said. “Since 
2023 we’ve done 25 sites.”

Davies said the coun-
cil was recently notified 
that the Connecticut River 
Conservancy received DEP 
grant funding again for this 
year’s sampling season. 

In addition to collecting 
water samples for testing, the 
council’s volunteers also col-
lect data on weather condi-
tions and water temperatures. 

“If there’s rainfall before 
sampling, it can elevate bac-
teria levels,” Davies said. 

He said if there’s an ele-
vated bacteria level without 
rainfall prior to sampling, 
it could be an indicator that 
something along the river is 
causing the spike.

“We do look at how those 
values change,” he said. 

C4R has also facilitated 
invasive plant removal from 
waterways, such as water 
chestnuts. 

Davies explained the 
importance of continuing to 
monitor rivers for the inva-
sive plant, as its spiked seeds 
are easily transported by 
waterfowl, and can lay dor-
mant for 10 years. 

“If it’s not checked it will 
inundate the area again,” he 
said. 

Blue Trails expansion
C4R also works to estab-

lish and maintain the Blue 
Trails, which have sections 
along all of the rivers in the 
watershed.

This year, C4R is continu-
ing its focus on a new sec-
tion, the Lower Quaboag, 
spanning from Route 67 to 
Laviolette Park. 

The new section will start 
at an old rest area on Route 
67, passing through to Water 
Street, then to Laviolette 

Park. Davies said a kiosk will 
be built by local Scouts and 
placed at the access point.

‘The whole trail is about 
12 miles,” he said. 

Davies displayed a draft 
of the map for the new sec-
tion of Blue Trail, which 
highlighted historic points 
along the river. Points of 
interest include the second 
oldest flow gauge in the 
state at the Route 67 access 
point ,  the  remnants  of 
Blanchardville, a unique con-
crete T-beam bridge, a mys-
terious rock with the “1856” 
carved in it and much more. 

The Lower Quaboag Blue 
Trail ends at Laviolette Park, 
which prior to 1960 was a 
backwater impoundment 
for the dam near the conflu-
ence. The Army Corps of 
Engineers built flood control 
measures and created the 
park following  flooding in 
the 1930s and 1950s.

Davies shared a photo that 
showed people ice skating 
where the park is now.

“It’s still a place of rec-
reation, it’s just not wet, it’s 
land,” he said. 

Davies said trail crew-
members are also needed to 
act as stewards of the Blue 
Trails

Duties of a trail steward 
includes looking for downed 
trees, checking portage areas, 
picking up trash, talking to 
Blue Trail users, taking pho-
tos and reporting findings 
back to C4R.

Macroinvertebrate 
monitoring

Davies said he would like 
to expand the river monitor-
ing to include macroinver-
tebrate sampling – taking a 
closer look at the insects in 
the water.

“Certain bugs can only 
live in healthy water,” he 
said.

 Davies said sampling for 
macroinvertebrates is espe-
cially appealing to children, 
and could be a great way to 
get them involved in the pro-
tection (and enjoyment) of 
the watershed.

“It’s a fun way to get 
people involved because it’s 
hands-on,” he said. 

Upcoming paddles
A special birding pad-

dle with a Mass Audubon-
certified bird guide will be 
held on Saturday, May 16 on 
the Quaboag River. A drag-
onfly paddle is being planned 
for July at a location to be 
determined.

More information about 
future paddles can be fond on 
C4R’s website, c4rivers.org.

How to get involved
“If you know someone 

who really loves these riv-
ers,” Davies said. “Talk 
to them – have them get in 
touch with me.”

Davies said it’s important 
to get more people involved 
who can help with commu-
nication, organization, and 
other tasks.

“If we can’t get some of 
this organized in the next 
years, I don’t know if we’re 
going to be here,” Davies 
said of the council. “We’ve 
got to bring some movers and 
shakers.”

About C4R
Memberships and dona-

tions help C4R with resourc-
es for basic operations, 
including preparing events, 
creating and maintaining 
Blue Trails, collecting sam-
ples, writing reports and 
performing community out-
reach.

C4R has  es tabl ished 
a nonprofit  relationship 
with the Connecticut River 
Conservancy, which holds 
and manages C4R funds for 
tax-exempt purposes for all 
donors who want this cov-
erage.

To become a member, 
visit c4rivers.org and click 
on “Membership/Support – 
C4R.”

For more information or 
to get involved, visit c4riv-
ers.org, email chicopee-
watershed@gmail.com or 
find Chicopee4Rivers on 
Facebook.

Chicopee River Watershed looks to the future in 2026

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette

Keith Davies, coordinator of the Chicopee 4Rivers Watershed Council, gave the 
history of the council at the spring kickoff meeting held at the Palmer Historical 
Cultural Center this past Sunday.
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. “Bird of Paradise” 

constellation
  5. Red Sox WS winner 

Bronson
 11. Whirl
 12. The State Dept. has 

a notable one
 16. Energy, style and 

enthusiasm
 17. Part of the mind
 18. Mountainous country
 19. Type of beverage
 24. Atomic #109
 25. Opposite of falsities
 26. Female sheep
 27. Rocky peak
 28. Sensitive information 

sharing environment
 29. Ethnic group of 

Thailand
 30. Patron saint of Rome 

Philip
 31. Psychedelics
 33. Japanese pine

 34. Have an impact on
 38. Violent disorder
 39. A French river
 40. Early Mesoamerican 

civilization
 43. Messenger 

ribonucleic acid
 44. Musician Clapton
 45. Ancient Greek 

sophist
 49. Largest English 

dictionary (abbr.)
 50. Valley
 51. A way to unwind
 53. Atomic #93
 54. Recommending
 56. Indigo bush
 58. Larry and Curly’s pal
 59. Off-Broadway theater 

award
 60. Fencers
 63. Small Eurasian deer 

(pl.)
 64. Relating to songbirds
 65. A way to assign

CLUES DOWN
  1. Some are “secret”
  2. Intestinal openings
  3. Distant planet
  4. Assembly possessing high 

legislative powers
  5. Genus of typical owls
  6. One with distinctively 

colored hair
  7. Red cross
  8. An alternative
  9. Abominable snowmen
 10. About ear
 13. The opening letters
 14. Feeling of regret
 15. Atomic #39
 20. Luteinizing hormone
 21. Atomic #55
 22. Carries a debt
 23. Albanian monetary unit
 27. Semitic abjad letter
 29. Yes
 30. Negative
 31. Earn a perfect score
 32. Connecticut

 33. Partner to cheese
 34. Snack nuts
 35. Quadruped’s body part
 36. Locate
 37. Pitching statistic
 38. “__, myself and I”
 40. Utah city northwest of 

Provo
 41. Football players in the 

trenches
 42. One who runs the show
 44. Wood
 45. Performing artists
 46. Slang for a cut
 47. More breathable
 48. Most crafty
 50. Provokes into action
 51. University of Dayton
 52. Sodium
 54. Large fish of the mackerel 

family
 55. Not one
 57. __ and behold
 61. Sports highlight show
 62. “The Great Lakes State”

Public Notices
NOTICE OF

 MORTGAGEE’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE 
By virtue and in execution of 

the Power of Sale contained in a 
certain mortgage given by Paul 
Muise, Sr. to Mortgage Electron-
ic Registration Systems, Inc., as 
nominee for Mortgage Research 
Center, LLC dba Veterans Unit-
ed Home Loans, dated April 15, 
2016 and registered at the Hamp-
shire County Registry District 
of the Land Court as document 
number 19333, and noted on cer-
tificate of title number 2395, as 
modified by a certain modifica-
tion agreement registered on No-
vember 8, 2021, and registered 
with the Hampshire County Reg-
istry District of the Land Court as 
Document No. 21243 as noted on 
Certificate of Title No. 2395, of 
which mortgage the undersigned 
is the present holder, by assign-
ment from: Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as 
mortgagee, as nominee for Mort-
gage Research Center, LLC dba 
Veterans United Home Loans, 
its successors and assigns to 
PennyMac Loan Services, LLC, 
registered on May 5, 2021, Doc-
ument No. 21027, as noted on 
Certificate of Title No. 2395 for 
breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose of 
foreclosing, the same will be sold 
at Public Auction at 2:00 PM on 
April 14, 2026, on the mortgaged 
premises located at 79 Pleasant 
Street, Ware, Hampshire County, 
Massachusetts, all and singular 
the premises described in said 
mortgage, 

TO WIT: The land in said 
Ware, Hampshire County, Mas-

sachusetts bounded and de-
scribed as follows: 

A certain parcel of land sit-
uate in Ware together with the 
buildings thereon in the County 
of Hampshire and said Common-
wealth bounded and described as 
follows: 

SOUTHWESTERLY by the 
northeasterly line of Pleasant 
Street fifty and seventy-five one 
hundredths (50.75) feet; 

NORTHWESTERLY by land 
of Bridget Scheffer sixty-eight 
and seventy three one hundredths 
(68.73) feet; 

NORTHEASTERLY by Lot 
C as shown on plan hereinafter 
mentioned fifty-seven and eigh-
teen one hundredths (57.18) feet; 

SOUTHEASTERLY by Lot 
A on plan above mentioned sev-
enty-six and eighteen one hun-
dredths (76.18) feet Being Lot B 
on sub-division plan numbered 
609 B land in Ware, John T. 
Casey, Surveyor, January 1951. 
Sub-division plan filed in Regis-
try District of Hampshire County 
November 2, 1951, Book 4, Page 
13 1/2. 

All of said boundaries are de-
termined by the Court as shown 
on sub-division plan numbered 
609 B as above referenced to. 
Subject to restrictions of record, 
if in force and effect. 

For mortgagor’s(s’) title see 
deed registered with Hampshire 
County Registry District of the 
Land Court as Document No. 
19332, as noted on Certificate of 
Title No. 2395. These premises 
will be sold and conveyed sub-
ject to and with the benefit of all 
rights, rights of way, restrictions, 
easements, covenants, liens or 

claims in the nature of liens, im-
provements, public assessments, 
any and all unpaid taxes, tax ti-
tles, tax liens, water and sewer 
liens and any other municipal as-
sessments or liens or existing en-
cumbrances of record which are 
in force and are applicable, hav-
ing priority over said mortgage, 
whether or not reference to such 
restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, liens or encumbrances is 
made in the deed. 

TERMS OF SALE: A depos-
it of Five Thousand ($5,000.00) 
Dollars by certified or bank 
check will be required to be paid 
by the purchaser at the time and 
place of sale. The balance is 
to be paid by certified or bank 
check at Harmon Law Offices, 
P.C., 150 California St., New-
ton, Massachusetts 02458, or by 
mail to P.O. Box 610389, New-
ton Highlands, Massachusetts 
02461-0389, within thirty (30) 
days from the date of sale. Deed 
will be provided to purchaser for 
recording upon receipt in full of 
the purchase price. The descrip-
tion of the premises contained in 
said mortgage shall control in the 
event of an error in this publica-
tion. 

Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the sale. 

PENNYMAC LOAN 
SERVICES, LLC 

Present holder of said mortgage 
By its Attorneys, 

HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C. 
150 California St. 

Newton, MA 02458 
(617)558-0500 28437

03/12, 03/19, 03/26/2026

BARRE PLANNING BOARD

PUBLIC HEARING
The Barre Planning Board will 

hold a public hearing on Tues-
day, April 7, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Henry Woods Municipal 
Building, 40 West Street, Boards’ 
Office, 3rd Floor, requested by 
Pine Hill Leasing for retail gas 
station, convenient store and car 
wash Per 140-8 B(1) at property 
located at Worcester Road, As-
sessor Map H, Lots 218 and 219 
and recorded with the Worcester 
District Registry of Deeds Book 
72349, Page 62.

All persons who wish to com-
ment on this matter should attend 
the hearing, or submit comments 
in writing prior to the hearing to 
the Planning Board.

Floyd Kelley, Chairman
03/26, 04/02/2026

PUBLIC AUCTION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

PURSUANT TO 
THE PROVISIONS OF 

M.L.C. 225 SEC.39A
THE FOLLOWING 

VEHICLES WILL BE SOLD 
ON APRIL 4, 2026.

AT A SALE TO 
SATISFY OUR GARAGE 

LIEN THEREON FOR 
TOWING & STORAGE 

CHARGES AND EXPENSES
OF SALE AND NOTICE:

2007 Lincoln MKX 
VIN 2LMDU88C37BJ27689
2007 Hyundai ELANTRA  
VIN KMHDU46D27U041459
2008 Toyota Camry  
VIN 4T1BE46K08U216392
2007 Subaru Impreza 
VIN JF1GG63647H810259
2009 Mercury Milan 
VIN 3MEHM07Z39R612393

2004 Subaru Forester 
VIN JF1SG65684G740144
2011 Honda CR-V 
VIN 5J6RE4H72BL055630
2008 Honda Civic 
VIN 2HGFG12848H526865
2013 Hyundai SONATA 
VIN 5NPEB4AC9DH690064
2016 Ram 1500  
VIN 1C6RR7GT9GS124425
2012 Honda Accord 
VIN 1HGCP3F8XCA031442
2016 Nissan Pathfinder 
VIN 5N1AR2MM7GC613241

THE SALE 
WILL BE HELD AT

EARLY’S ON PARK AVE.
536 PARK AVE. 

WORCESTER, MA 01603
03/19, 03/26, 04/02/2026

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS 
LAND COURT 

DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TRIAL COURT

25 SM 003146 
ORDER OF NOTICE 

TO: 
The Heirs, Devisees, and Le-

gal Representatives of the Es-
tate of Penny L. Mitko 

Robert A. Earle 
William B. Earle 
Bradley Jay Earle 
The Heirs, Devisees, and Le-

gal Representatives of the Es-
tate of James Earle 

Teresa Earle 
Nicole Earle 
James Earle 
Stacey Lynn Earle Mullady 
and to all persons entitled to 

the benefit of the Servicemem-
bers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. 

c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 
Rocket Mortgage, LLC f/k/a 

Quicken Loans, LLC f/k/a 
Quicken Loans, Inc. 

claiming to have an interest in 
a Mortgage covering real prop-
erty in Barre, numbered 721 
Worcester Road, given by Pen-
ny L. Mitko f/k/a Penny L. Earle 
and Joseph Mitko to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as mortgagee, as 
nominee for Quicken Loans 
Inc., its successors and assigns, 
dated March 6, 2013, and re-
corded in Worcester County 
(Southern District) Registry of 
Deeds in Book 50604, Page 105, 
and now held by the Plaintiff by 
assignment, has/have filed with 
this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defen-
dants’ Servicemembers status. 

If you now are, or recently 
have been, in the active military 
service of the United States of 
America, then you may be en-
titled to the benefits of the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief Act.  
If you object to a foreclosure of 
the above-mentioned property 
on that basis, then you or your 
attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court 
at Three Pemberton Square, 
Boston, MA 02108 on or be-
fore 5/4/2026 or you may lose 
the opportunity to challenge the 
foreclosure on the ground of non-
compliance with the Act.

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER 
Chief Justice of this Court on 
3/17/2026

Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson

Recorder
03/26/2026

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

for children and is afford-
able for all families regard-
less of income. With a total 
fundraising goal of $1,500, 
North Brookfield Savings 
Bank has donated the first 
$1,000 and is inviting com-
munity members, custom-
ers and bank employees to 
raise the remaining $500. 
The bank will be collecting 
funds in all branches during 
the months of March and 
April.

A fir tree planted in 
memory of Robert Dwelly, 
who was killed the last days 
of World War II, fell down 
during a violent storm this 
winter. Tree warden, Michael 
Brunelle, said that he talked 
with Wes Dwelly, a family 
member, to see how the fam-
ily felt about replacing the 
tree. Dwelly requested the 
monument be maintained, 
but did not want another tree 
planted. Brunelle said the 
tree had a lot of roots and 
some were probably under 
the monument. He suggested 
grinding of the stump rather 
than digging it up and remov-
ing it. Selectmen concurred. 
Now that the tree is gone as 
well as the shrubs by the vet-
eran’s monument, it is more 
visible. They decided not to 
replace the shrubs and will 
continue to just plant flowers 
each year by the monument.

There will be a bulk waste 
and textile collection event 
Saturday, April 23 from 8 
a.m. to noon at the Hardwick 
Recycling Center, 2011 Barre 
Road, in the Wheelwright 
section of town. 

People do not have to be a 
Hardwick Recycling Center 
patron to participate in this 
event. This event is open to 
all residents of Hardwick 
and surrounding towns.  For 
those that pay by the bag 
for trash removal, they may 
find using the recycling cen-
ter decreases the amount 
of trash, thus significantly 
reducing the cost for trash 
removal each year. Many of 
those that have curbside recy-
cling services have chosen to 
remain or become patrons of 
the recycling center simply 
for the ability to recycle the 
hard to manage items (elec-
tronics, appliances, tires, 
motor oil, antifreeze, etc.) 
every day the center is open 
for operation throughout the 
year, instead of having to 
wait for a collection event to 
be held in their community. 
For this event, there is a $5 
charge for participation of 

non-sticker holders; howev-
er, there is no participation 
fee for those bringing textiles 
only. 

25 years March 29, 2001)
Dick Riley was much 

more than a volunteer at the 
Oakham Center School. He 
was a grandfather-figure, a 
wonderful role model, an 
inspiration to all. He was 
also a dear friend and will be 
greatly missed. “Mr. Riley” 
to all the children at the 
school was a welcome and 
familiar sight. He seemed 
to have found a niche in the 
third and fourth grades, but 
he was loved by all. He was 
kind and gentle and pos-
sessed the wisdom of his 
years. He was enthusiastic 
about all that the children 
did. 

Three Boy Scouts from 
Boy Scout Troop 141 of 
Rutland earned the rank 
of Eagle Scout. Andrew 
W. Pettyjohn of Oakham, 
Jonathan J. Toomey and Jon 
M. Orre, both of Rutland, 
received Scout’s highest 
honor at a Court of Honor 
held at Naquag School, 
Rutland on Saturday, March 
24 at 5:30 p.m. To earn the 
Eagle rank Boy Scouts must 
complete 21 merit badges (12 
that are required), a commu-
nity service project and be 
a member and leader of his 
troop or patrol. Only about 
2% of all registered Scouts 
in the United States earn this 
rank. It takes three to four 
years of hard work to earn 
the Eagle award.

They came from seven 
states and a myriad of walks 
of life, from every age brack-
et and circumstance to cel-
ebrate the life of Harry 
C. Buell of Petersham and 
it was some grand party. 

Saturday afternoon saw the 
town light up with the best 
wished showered upon this 
nearly lifetime resident that 
has carved a niche in the 
Hilltop Town that will last 
a long time. Buell, who 
came here from Eastford, 
Connecticut as a youth never 
stopped working, despite the 
piling up of years. His many 
activities, all of them built 
around agriculture and love 
of the land, have ranged from 
running a vegetable and dairy 
farm to operating a success-
ful small restaurant and even 
in the past decade, annually 
sawing and disbursing multi-
ple cords of wood.

38 years (March 31, 1988)
The Massachusetts Canoe 

Association in conjunction 
with Carboose’s Lounge in 
Barre Plains, co-sponsored 
the fifth annual Ware River 
Ice Breaker Canoe Race on 
Sunday. The race began in 
Barre Plains and finished 
six miles  downriver  in 
Wheelwright. There were 
many categories of races 
with many area winners. 
They were Men’s Racing 
Division – Peter Heed and 
Gus Sebring; Jim LaFortune 
and Charles Whitmore; Dave 
Bourgue and Eddie Euvard. 

Drilling and blasting for 
Barre’s sewer pipeline proj-
ect was halted for a time last 
Thursday, March 25 when 
contractors realized they had 
a potentially dangerous sit-
uation on their hands. The 
Atlantic Blasting Company 
was working about a quarter 
mile away from the center 
of  town on School Street 
when they smelled gas. This 
was especially troublesome 
as workers had just dropped 
dynamite down a drilled hole 
only 20 feet away. According 

to Fire Chief Raymond 
Howard, who was imme-
diately called  to the scene, 
options were very limited. If 
the dynamite was detonat-
ed, the gas could potentially 
ignite as well. If a hole were 
dug to retrieve the dynamite, 
wires could be accidentally 
cut and detonate the charge 
as well. The Fire Chief 
called the state Department 
of Environmental Quality 
Engineering, who sent a rep-
resentative to the scene a 
short time later. He recom-
mended that the charge be 
detonated, which was with-

out incident.
An appeal has been filed 

with the Barre Zoning Board 
of Appeals from an applicant 
who has brought in a rail-
road freight car on her prop-
erty and who is seeking to 
overturn an order from the 
Zoning Enforcement Officer 
either to remove it or seek 
a variance. Mrs. Madeline 
Lukashuk of  Maynard, 
owner of property surround-
ing Gaston Pond on Mill 
Road, surprised her neigh-
bors when she brought in a 
full-size refrigerator railroad 
freight car and deposited it 

on her wooded lot. This not 
only raised eyebrows, but 
caused Harold S. Nichols, 
zoning enforcement officer, 
to hasten to the premises to 
inspect the car. Nichols then 
issued a violation notice to 
Mrs. Lukashuk requiring 
its removal because it was 
a violation of the zoning 
bylaws. As an alternative, 
she was advised she could 
appeal to the ZBA. Mrs. 
Lukashuk chose the later 
option and filed a petition 
with the ZBA for a “use vari-
ance.”

PAST PAGES from page 4

ANSWERS ON PAGE 10
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Calendar of Events

Where is this?

Turley Publications photo by Ellenor Downer

This week’s mystery photo is from North Brookfield. If any readers know 
where this photo was taken, they may email edowner@turley.com with 
their answer by noon on Monday, March 30. Bill Bowles, Peggy Civilik, 
James Laramee and Jeremy Varnum correctly identified the photo. The 
photo last week was the site of the Temperance House and a cheese 
factory on Hardwick Road, New Braintree.

THURSDAY, MARCH 26          

CIRCLE OF SONG REHEARSALS are 
today from 7-8:30 p.m. at Barre Town Hall, 
2 Exchange St. Rehearsal are every Thursday 
between now and Thursday, May 14 with the 
concert on Saturday, May 16 at 7 p.m at the 
Barre Town Hall. Circle of song is particu-
larly in need of altos this session. Singers of 
all ages and experience are welcome. The 
chorus sings in four-part harmony and there 
is a modest sliding scale membership fee 
with deep discounts for students. People may 
email director Julie Rawson at julie@mhof.
net or call 978-257-1192.

BARRE LIONS CLUB SCHOLARSHIP 
for $1,000 scholarship is accepting applica-
tions from a graduating senior, who lives in 
Barre, Oakham, Hubbardston, New Braintree 
or Hardwick. To be eligible, the student must 
be accepted by an accredited college or tech-
nical school and must be entering the school 
in the fall semester of the current year. In 
addition to Quabbin seniors, this year the club 
expanded the scholarship applications to local 
students, who attend Monty Tech, Pathfinder 
or BayPath. For the students’ convenience, 
the application has been sent to the guidance 
counselor of each school. People may email 
barremalionsclub@aol.com with any ques-
tions.  

PAXTON COA TRIP through the 
Canadian Rockies and Pacific Northwest 
will take place on Thursday, Sept. 3 through 
Thursday, Sept. 17. Cost is $7,625 per person 
(double)  includes 14 days with 20 meals, 
hotels and all transfers within tour; but does 
not include airfare and transportation to air-
port. Pricing for airfare and ground transpor-
tation to airport will be finalized soon, but 
plan for under $1,000 per person.  For more 
information, people may email Bill Murwin 
@ whmurwin@gmail.com or by phone at 
508-756-3193.

CRAFTERS APPLICATIONS are now 
being accepted for the GFWC Northboro 
Junior Woman’s Club the 49th Annual 
Harvest Craft Fair, which will be held 
Saturday, Nov. 7 from 9 a.m.-3 p..m. in 
Robert E. Mexican Middle School,  145 
Lincoln St., Northboro. This is a juried 
show requiring that all items are handmade. 
Crafters may visit NJWC’S website for appli-
cations and more show details by visiting 
www.northborojuniors.org/craft-fair.html. 
The Northboro Junior Woman’s Club is a 
non-profit organization that has been active 
in Northboro for over 40 years. They support 
community projects in Northboro as well as 
internationally. The Harvest Fair is the club’s 
major fundraiser.

SATURDAY, MARCH 28

27th ANNUAL AUCTION GALA spon-
sored by Second Chance Animal Services 
will be held today beginning at 4 p.m. at the 
AC Hotel by Marriott in Worcester. The orga-
nization is grateful to early sponsors includ-
ing Herlihy Insurance Group of Worcester 
and Tito’s Handmade Vodka for helping 
make this special evening possible. This is 
the organization’s largest fundraiser of the 
year. Proceeds support affordable veterinary 
care, pet food assistance, adoption services 

and other lifesaving programs that help more 
than 64,000 pets each year. In-person event, 
a limited selection of items will be avail-
able through advance online bidding from 
Friday, March 20 through Thursday, March 
26. Tickets are on sale now, and early reser-
vations are encouraged as seating is limited. 
To purchase tickets, learn about sponsorship 
opportunities, participate in online bidding, 
or donate an auction item, people may visit 
https://www.secondchanceanimals.org/annu-
al-auction/.

‘
SPAY’GHETTI SUPPER will take place 

today from 5-6:30 p.m. at Church of St. 
Thomas the Apostle, 1076 Thorndike St., 
Palmer to benefit Here Today Adopted 
Tomorrow Animal Sanctuary. This is a new 
location. Advanced tickets are $15 adults, $10 
seniors 65+ and children under 12 and at the 
door $20 adults, $15 seniors 65+ and chil-
dren under 12. People may visit www.here-
todaysanctuary.org or call 413-324-8224 to 
purchase tickets. Local cat owners can spay 
or neuter their cats for $80 or less, and strays 
and ferals can be fixed for free. People may 
visit www.heretodaysanctuary.org to learn 
more about their community assistance pro-
grams. 

SHARING HOPE SEMINAR SERIES 
sponsored by Miles Funeral Home will be 
held on Saturday, March 28 from 1-3 p.m. 
at the Holden Senior Center, 1130 Main St., 
Holden. The seminar is free. Light refresh-
ments will be served. Participants will receive 
a free book. Seating is limited. People may 
call register by calling either 508-829-4434 
or 978-422-0100 or register on Miles Funeral 

Home Facebook page.

WA R E  R I V E R  NAT U R E  C L U B 
PROGRAM entitled Ice and Snow: The Cold 
Story with naturalist and photographer John 
Green Jr. will take place today at 10:30 a.m. 
in the Rutland Public Library, 280 Main St., 
Rutland. He will take us on a visual journey 
through the beauty of all four seasons while 
talking about some of those changes. He has 
lived in western Massachusetts since 1972, 
where he frequently is found photographing 
the wilds of Quabbin Reservation, sharing 
his slideshows with community groups, and 
teaching workshops in nature photography. 

GARDENING WORKSHOPS wil l 
be held today from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. in the 
Westfield Middle School – South, 30 
West Silver St., Westfield. The Western 
Massachusetts Master Gardener Association 
hosts the workshops. There will be  a market-
place fair, raffles, an ask a Master Gardener 
table, refreshments, soil testing and ten class-
es.

SUNDAY, MARCH 29

EQLT WELLNESS WALKS will be held 
today at 9:30 a.m. at Deer Park Preserve and 
Coxhall Kitchen Garden, 481 Barre Road, 
Hardwick. To register, people may email 
atrevvett@eqlt.org. Other dates are: on on 
Sunday, April 12 at 3 p.m. Mass. Central 
Rail Trail New Braintree south to Creamery 
Road in Hardwick (meet at 1740 Hardwick 
Road, New Braintree) and Wednesday, April 
29 at 11:45 a.m. Mass. Central Trail New 
Braintree north to Wheelwright and River’s 

Edge Preserve (meet at 1740 Hardwick Road, 
New Braintree.

MONDAY, MARCH 30

SUPPER hosted by the Ware Grange and 
Ware Senior Center will benefit the commu-
nity garden and will be held today from 6-7 
p.m. at the Ware Senior Center, 1 Robbins 
Road, Ware. The menu is chicken Marsala, 
roasted potatoes, carrots, salad, roll, drinks 
and cream puffs for dessert. The cost is $15 
per person. People should  RSVP in advance 
by emailing waregrange164@gmail.com or 
calling 413-284-1135. All are welcome to 
purchase tickets for a good meal in support 
of the creation of Ware’s new community 
garden.

TUESDAY, MARCH 31

HAM RADIO CLUB MEETING for local 
amateur radio operators and the public will 
take place today  at 6:30 p.m. at the West 
Brookfield Senior Center, 73 Central St., 
West Brookfield. This month’s program fea-
tures Smitty KC1IKA, who serves as a Net 
Control Station (NCS) for ARES, Skywarn, 
and CERT – roles that require staying on the 
air when conditions are at their worst. Smitty 
will share a behind the scenes look at how 
he prepares for storms, power outages, and 
field deployments. His presentation covers 
the radios he relies on, the battery and solar 
systems he built, and the reasoning behind 
his equipment choices. He’ll also discuss 
situational awareness techniques and multi-
ple methods for maintaining communication 
when the grid goes down. The club also will 
be having a VE session for any hams looking 
to upgrade or newcomers looking to test for 
the first time. The exam fee is $15. Session 
starts at 5:30 p.m. Questions? Please email 
Peter at pbaldracchi@charter.net.

SUNDAY, APRIL 5

TRI-PARISH EAST SUNRISE SERVICE 
will be held today at 6:15 a.m. at East 
Quabbin Land Trust, 120 Ridge Road, 
Hardwick. Lay leader Virginia Rich will lead 
the service. All are welcome to attend and 
celebrate the resurrection of our Lord.

Calendar Policy
POLICY: Our calendar section is 

intended to promote “free” events or 
ones hat directly affect a volunteer-driv-
en organization that benefits the com-
munity. Paid events that are not deemed 
fund-raisers or benefits do not qualify. 
Non-charitable events that charge the 
public to enter are not allowed as we 
consider that paid advertising. The dead-
line to submit calendar items in the mail, 
by fax, or emailed in Word document 
format is Monday at noon or sooner. 
We usually print one week in advance 
of an event, and the listings should be 
brief, with only time, date, location, brief 
activity explanation and contact informa-
tion. 

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

J.P. McCarthy & Sons
www.MCCARTHYBUS.COM

JP McCarthy & Sons 
is now hiring great 
van drivers to help 
transport the students 
of the Quabbin Regional 
School District. 

Beginning July 1, 2026, 
McCarthy will be 
adding van service 
to serve the District. 
All current drivers are 
encouraged to apply. 

Email your interest to:
jobs@mccarthybus.com

JOIN THE 
TEAM!TEAM!

success in securing more 
than $1.4 million in compet-
itive grants across FY 25 and 
FY 26.

“Through careful planning 
and strategic grant funding, 
the district has been able to 
invest in programs and facil-
ities while avoiding new 
debt,” Duda said.

Enrollment trends
A key theme of the pre-

sentation was the contrast 
between regional enrollment 
trends and Pathfinder’s con-
tinued growth.

Across the nine mem-

ber towns, K-12 enrollment 
has declined by more than 
20% over the past 12 years. 
In contrast, Pathfinder Tech 
has seen steady increases 
in enrollment, with particu-
larly strong demand among 
incoming ninth-grade appli-
cants.

“Even as overall K-12 
enrollment declines in many 
communities, demand for 
career and technical educa-
tion continues to grow,” offi-
cials said. “We are seeing 
that reflected in our applica-
tion numbers each year.”

Enrollment is expected 
to increase further in FY 27, 
driven by both in-district stu-
dents and non-resident tui-
tion applicants.

Programs and 
engagement

District leaders also high-
lighted several initiatives 
contributing to student suc-
cess and engagement.

Among  them i s  the 
“PATH to Professionalism” 
framework, which emphasiz-
es core values and workforce 

readiness skills. Officials 
credited the program, along 
with hands-on learning 
opportunities, for helping 
drive student interest and 
retention.

Pathfinder is also now in 
its third year as a cell-phone-
free school; a policy admin-
istrators say has significantly 
improved focus, engagement, 
and productivity in class-
rooms.

Daily attendance rates 
exceed 95%, a figure officials 
cited as evidence of strong 
student investment in their 
education.

Expanding adult education
The district’s adult con-

tinuing education program 
was another area of growth 
highlighted during the pre-
sentation. Now fully self-sus-
taining, the program operates 
without financial impact on 
member towns while gener-
ating revenue and expanding 
course offerings.

In the past year alone, the 
program secured more than 
$500,000 in grant funding.

PATHFINDER
from page 1

HARDWICK – The Town 
Clerk would like to remind 
residents of the April 1 dead-
line to register their dog(s) or 
be subject to a $10 late fine 
per dog.  

A valid rabies certifi-
cate is necessary to license 

any dog and the dog offi-
cer receives a list of owners 
whose dogs are not registered 
as of April 1. Owners may 
be subject to fines issued by 
the animal control officer for 
dogs that are unregistered, 
unvaccinated, and/or running 

at large.  
Please also note the Town 

of Hardwick has a 24-hour 
leash law. 

Dogs spayed or neutered 
cost $8 each and those still 
intact are $15 each.  Cash or 
checks are accepted.

Dog licenses are due by April 1
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Perfect day for 
a road race
Holyoke runs 
49th holiday 10K

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE – A warm and 
hot day is not ideal for run-
ning long distances, but give 
a harrier a 40-50-degree day, 
and it’s the perfect environ-
ment make great time.

L o u i s  S e r a f i n i ,  o f 
Cambridge, experienced 
that as he completed a sub-
30-minute 10K in the 49th 
running of the Holyoke St. 
Patrick’s Day Road Race 
last Saturday afternoon. 
Serafini completed the hilly 
course throughout downtown 
Holyoke in 29:45. He had a 
great pace going, averaging 
4:47 a mile with thousands of 
people cheering him on as he 
completed the course 50 sec-
onds ahead of the runner-up.

Yankarlos Diaz was the 
second-place finisher. He 
comes from Manchester, CT. 
He completed the 6.3-mile 
course in just 30:35.

This year’s top female 
f i n i s h e r  w a s  R a c h e l 
Schilkowsky. She comes 
from Providence, RI and 

placed 12th overall. She com-
pleted the course at 34:03, 
winning the race for the very 
first time.

Among local finisher, 
Monson’s Matt Provost came 
in at 34:15. He had a pace of 
about 5:30 per mile.

According to the results 
provided by Presidential 
Timing, which took over the 
timing of the race last year, 
nearly 4,900 runners, male, 
female, and many children 
and teenagers, completed the 
10K race.

In addition to the ideal 
temperature for running, the 
day was sun-splashed and 
beautiful, making for a great 
setting for the running of the 
race, which had more than 
6,200 runners signed up.

The race included mul-
tiple waves of competitors, 
and also included a beauti-
ful rendition of the National 
Anthem by a member of 
the Holyoke Grand Colleen 
Court, Bridie Bowler.

Crews in the city did an 
excellent job preparing for 
the race, getting the course 
prepared despite a lot of 
snowfall during the past cou-
ple of months.

While there were plenty 

of local runners, race results 
showed individual participate 
from all over New England, 
New York, and New Jersey. 
There were even some inter-
national runners.

Last  Saturday’s even 
included a fun run for chil-
dren and a walk as well that 
have been traditions in recent 
years. Prior to the race, there 
were musical performanc-
es and other entertainment 
downtown.

Rachel Schilkowsky, of 
Providence, RI, was the 
top female finisher at 
34:15.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

The runners are off in the 49th running of the Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Road Race.

Louis Serafini, of Cambridge, 
won the 10K race at 29:45.

Senior All-Star games
held at Hall of Fame

SPRINGFIELD – It a celebration of 
the basketball season last Friday night 
at the Naismith Memorial Basketball 
Hall of Fame. This year, Mahar Regional 
High School was represented by Hayden 
Comeau. The girls game was the middle 
contest of the three-game evening.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Hayden Comeau drives toward the 
hoop.

Mahar’s Hayden Comeau takes a 
couple of free throws.

Safety first: Extra bag coming to baseball
By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

Over the past decade, 
safety has  been a  key 
theme for many of the 
rule changes that come 
through either the National 
Federation of High Schools, 
o r  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Interscholast ic  Athlet ic 
Association.

Rule changes have cen-
tered around taking care of 
athletes, limiting unsafe play, 
and especially anything that 
can result in concussions.

Years ago, softball imple-
mented an orange bag, a 
safety bag, at first base. It’s 
more commonly known as 
a double bag since there are 
literally two. The orange bag 
is directly to the right of first 
base and is mostly for the 
runner’s use.

Any runner running out a 
ground ball in a way where 
they would run through first 
base, utilize the second bag, 
typically colored orange. 
The runner is required to 
step on the orange bag while 

the fielder can use the stan-
dard white bag. The purpose 
has been to avoid collisions 
between a hustling runner 
and the first baseman, who 
could get carried in a dif-
ferent direction by an errant 
through. The second bag 
puts a little space between 
the runner and the fielder.

After seeing success with 
safety in softball, the double 
bag is coming to high school 
baseball. The NFHS is mak-
ing the base a requirement 
for high schools beginning in 
2027. However, several high 
schools, including Agawam 
and South Hadley, have 
opted to install the double 
bags this season and imple-
ment the new rules to help 
high school students get used 
to playing with them before 
the rule is fully implemented.

Some schools will wait 
until next year depending 
on the time it takes to install 
another anchor for the dou-
ble bag.

High school umpires are 
also being educated on the 
new rules concerning using 

the double bag in a baseball 
game. Andy Rogers, who is 
the coordinator and assignor 
for high school games, said 
it has been a part of recent 
meetings with umpires to 
prepare for this year. There 
are nuances to the double 
bag rule that umpires will 
need to enforce.

Among them, while the 
standard practice is that run-
ners running through first 
base such as in the situation 
of trying to beat out a ground 
ball will use the orange bag 
and fielders trying to record 
a force out will utilize will 
use the white bag, there are 
couple of exceptions.

One is the dropped third 
strike. If there is a dropped 
third strike and a catcher 
throwing on the outside of 
the baseline to first base, the 
first baseman is allowed to 
utilize the orange bag to field 
the throw and record the out. 
The runner, in this situation, 
can use either base.

BOSTON – Bay State 
Games has announced new 
staff appointments and board 
leadership changes lead-
ing into the 2026 Summer 
Games.

Alanis Tirabassi has been 
promoted to deputy executive 
director. Alanis has been with 
Bay State Games since 2017, 
when she began as an intern 
while attending Salem State 
University. She was hired 
full-time as sports coordina-
tor in 2020 and later promot-
ed to director of operations 
before her recent promotion.

S h e  j o i n s  K e v i n 
Cummings, who has been 
with the Bay State Games 
since 1984 and has served 
as executive director since 
1999, as part of the organi-
zation’s two-person full-time 
staff.

In addition to her role 
with Bay State Games, 
Tirabassi serves as a com-

mi t tee  cha i rperson  for 
the  Nat iona l  Congress 
of State Games. She also 
works as a consultant for 
Dave McGillivary Sports 
Enterprises and Conventures 
Events, Communications & 
Marketing.

After more than 22 years 
as chair of the Bay State 
Games Board of Directors, 
Phil Gloudemans will step 
down this spring. Under 
his leadership, Bay State 
Games has grown into one 
of the largest multi-sport 
nonprofit organizations in 
New England. He joined the 
Board of Directors in 1987 
and he will continue to serve 
on the board and its executive 
committee.

Gloudemans is the asso-
ciate director of media rela-
tions at Boston College. Prior 
to his BC position, he held 
senior media relations roles 
at Brown University and 

Boston University, as well as 
with three international pub-
lic relations firms in Boston.

The Board of Directors 
has elected Dan Adams 
of Polsinelli PC Law Firm 
in Boston as its new board 
chair. Adams has served on 
the Bay State Games board 
for nearly 20 years and is 
head of sports and entertain-
ment at Polsinelli PC. He 
holds a bachelor’s degree 
from Boston College, a law 
degree from the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill, and an MBA from 
Harvard University.

In addition to his volun-
teer work with Bay State 
Games, Adams serves on 
the Board of Directors of 
the East Greenbush Miracle 
League. His experience with 
state games spans decades, 

Bay State Games announces new leadership changes

Last Friday night, three Senior All-Star games took place at the Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame featuring the best senior players from all 
over Western Massachusetts. The tradition puts an exclamation point on the 
high school season as spring practices get started.

See BASEBALL, page 10

See BAYSTATE GAMES, 
page 10
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Sophia Giangrande
SCHOOL: North Brookfield

Giangrande was one of the players that 
helped lead North Brookfield High School 
girls basketball to a state playoff appearance 
this year.

To nominate someone for Athlete of 
the Week, contact Managing Sports Editor 
Gregory A. Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 
or send an e-mail to gscibelli@turley.com.

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

After a runner has run 
through first base, typically 
after beating out a ground 
ball, that runner must come 
back and touch the white 
bag. If the runner comes back 
and touches the orange bag, 
that runners is in play once 
they touch the orange bag 
and can be tagged out.

On situations like a clean 
base hit, a batter/runner who 
heads for first and rounds 

the bag, will utilize the white 
bag. But a runner running out 
a ground ball who touches 
the white bag instead of the 
orange bag could be called 
out on appeal because it can 
be treated like missing a 
base.

While the normal white 
base is the border of fair ter-
ritory, the orange bag is in 
foul territory. If a batted ball 
hits the orange bag, the ball 
will be called foul. A ball 
that hits the white bag or 
rolls over it is still fair.

The second bag at first 
base is orange in most cases, 
but can be another color.

For 2026, players playing 
on fields that have the dou-
ble first base bag will use 
them with the rules that come 
with them. Adult leagues in 
the region have pledged to 
observe the rules of the dou-
ble bag if they play on fields 
that have them. Most adult 
leagues go by MLB rules, 
which do not require a dou-
ble bag at first base.

BASEBALL from page 9

including as a three-time par-
ticipant in the Empire State 
Summer Games of New York.

Registration for the 2026 
Bay State Summer Games 
will begin in early March. 
The 2026 Summer Games 
will feature events from May 
9 through July 25 across 
30 different sports through-
out eastern and central 
Massachusetts.

Players from Western 
and Central Massachusetts 
schools have consistently 
participated in the Bay State 
Games during the summer, 
especially in sports like soc-
cer, field hockey, and volley-
ball.

BAYSTATE GAMES 
from page 9

Candlepin League News
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

Bondsville League

WARE – The regular 
candlepin league season has 
completed as Roll-A-Way 
Lanes prepares for the play-
offs. 

The teams who qualified 
for the playoffs are Sandri, 
Night  Hawks and Fire 
Mountain. The final wild-
card spot will be awarded to 
either Team UMass, Spare 
Parts Bud, or Ironmen. 

During the last week, 
Ironmen bowled against Fire 
Mountain. In game one, Fire 
Mountain defeated Ironmen 
by a score of 477-442. Rick 
Trott of Fire Mountain began 
with 108. Pete Swistak of 
Ironmen began with 116. 

I n  g a m e  t wo ,  F i r e 
Mountain won again by 
a score of 478-463. Ryan 
Drago of Ironmen had the 
highest score of 118.

In game three, Ironmen 
pulled off a victory with a 
score of 466-462. Swistak 
finished strong with 127 and 
a three-game series of 352. 

The final  score was 
1417-1371 in favor of Fire 
Mountain. After losing two 
out of three games, Ironmen 
isn’t eligible for the playoffs. 

Team UMass bowled 
against Flaming Bowling 
Balls (FBB) during the final 
week. In game one, Team 
UMass won by a score of 
511-479. Kevin Trott led 
Team UMass to victory with 
116 in game one. 

In game two, FBB defeat-
ed Team UMass, 489-449. 
Ryan McCarthy of FBB 
bowled 108 and Don Paulus 
bowled 103 after beginning 
with 113. 

In game three,  FBB 
won by a score of 472-456. 
McCarthy finished with 112 
and a series of 315. The 
final score was 1440-1416 in 
favor of FBB. 

Zeke’s Freaks bowled 
against Night Hawks during 
the final week. In game one, 
Night Hawks won 460-450. 
The second game was won 
by Zeke’s Freaks, 458-424. 
The final game was won 
by Zeke’s Freaks, 504-443. 
Tony Burke of Zeke’s Freaks 
finished with 127 as his team 
win with a final score of 
1412-1327. 

Sandri finished the reg-
ular season with a match 
against P&J Meats. In game 
one, P&J Meats won by a 
score of 520-516. Ron Gouin 
of Sandri had a triple strike 
while bowling 145. 

In game two, P&J Meats 
won again by a score of 463-
432. The final game was 
won by Sandri, 457-454. 
Gouin finished with 120 and 
a three-game series of 367. 
The final score was 1437-
1403 in favor of P&J Meats.

Slow Burners bowled 
against Cannonballs in the 
final week. In game one, 
Cannonballs  won by a 
score of 476-441. The sec-
ond game was also won 
by Cannonballs, 470-465. 
The final game went to 
Cannonballs, 456-440, for a 

three-game sweep over Slow 
Burners. The final score 
was 1402-1346 in favor of 
Cannonballs.

The Snappers bowled 
against Spare Parts Bud in 
the final week. Snappers 
took game one by a score 
of 492-445. Kevin “Kras” 
Krasnecky began with 122 
during a Snappers victory. 
John Jebb of Spare Parts 
Bud began with 107. 

In game two, Spare Parts 
Bud got the victory, 467-
458. Krasnecky followed 
up with 115. In game three, 
Spare Parts Bud pulled off 
the victory, 496-492. Jebb 
finished with an over aver-
age game of 109. The final 
score was 1442-1408 in 
favor of Snappers. 

After tallying the regu-
lar season standings, Team 
UMass was awarded the 
final birth into the four-team 
playoff round. The playoffs 
will begin the following 
week with two division win-
ners and two wildcard teams. 

The #1 seed, Sandri, will 
bowl against the #4 seed, 
Team UMass in the play-
offs. The other playoff match 
will be Fire Mountain (2) 
against Night Hawks (3). 
The remaining eight teams 
will bowl against each other 
in a roll off during the play-
offs. The finals will be held 
on April 1.  

Holden Grange announces scholarship
for graduatig high school students

HOLDEN – The Holden 
Grange is offering its W. 
Sumner and Howard L. 
Jordan Scholarship to a grad-
uating high school senior or 
to a student in attendance at 
any recognized institution of 
learning beyond high school, 
who has not received this 
scholarship previously.  

Scholarships are offered 
for a degree-granting pro-
gram and a full-time or part-
time non-degree granting 
vocational education pro-
gram designed to prepare stu-
dents for work in a trade or 
a specific field.  Scholarship 
awards range from $300 to 
$1,000, depending upon type 
of program and enrollment 
status. 

An applicant who does 

not belong to Holden Grange 
must reside in Holden, 
Paxton, Princeton, Rutland 
or Sterling and be pursuing 
a course of study in agricul-
ture/horticulture, veterinary 
science or conservation/envi-
ronment. A Holden Grange 
member in good standing for 
at least one year preceding 
the date of application is eli-
gible to pursue any course of 
study. 

The scholarship recipi-
ents will be named in June, 
and funds will be awarded 
to the applicant upon suc-
cessful completion of the 
first semester with at least a 
3.0 grade point average for a 
degree-granting program or 
evidence of successful com-
pletion for vocational cours-

es.
An application in the form 

of a letter of intent, stating 
future educational goals and 
a description of three com-
munity activities or three 
Grange activities in which 
the applicant is involved, 
must be accompanied by a 
transcript and a letter of rec-
ommendation. 

All parts of the applica-
tion must be emailed or post-
marked by May 1 to Holden 
Grange, 26 Glenwood Place, 
Rutland, MA 01543. 

For more information 
on this scholarship or the 
Grange in general, peo-
ple may call 508-886-2341 
or email holdengrange78@
gmail.com.

Schools receive Credit for Life Fairs funds
BOSTON – The State 

Tr e a s u r e r ’s  O ff i c e  o f 
Economic Empowerment, 
in partnership with the 
Division of Banks and the 
Office of Consumer Affairs 
and Business Regulation, 
announce the 2025-2026 
recipients of the Financial 
Education Innovation Fund 
Grant. 

Following a competi-
tive application process that 
concluded in November, 
the state agencies awarded 
grants to 92 schools, totaling 
$383,420. This funding will 
allow Massachusetts high 
schools and special educa-
tion programs to host finan-
cial education fairs, known as 
Credit for Life Fairs, for their 
students. 

Of  the  92  rec ip ien t 
schools, 24 received funding 
as Seed Applicants and will 
host fairs for the first time.

Loca l  award  rec ip i -
ents are Quabbin Regional 
School District $3,200 and 
Wachusett Regional School 
District $3,200. For the third 

year, participating schools 
that have a large population 
of low-to-moderate income 
students will receive an 
additional $500. Twenty-
five schools received this 
additional funding to bring 
much-needed financial edu-
cation to students in the 
state’s most vulnerable com-
munities.

“Credit for Life Fairs 
empower high school stu-
dents with the tools they 
need to  succeed,”  said 
State Treasurer Deborah 
B. Goldberg. “This year, 
we are supporting a record 
number of schools, helping 
young adults prepare to make 
informed financial decisions 
as they approach graduation 
and adulthood.”

“The Division of Banks 
is proud to support this ini-
tiative with another round 
of funding,” said Mary 
Gallagher, Commissioner 
of Banks. “With hands-on, 
high-quality lessons offered 
at these fairs, students can 
learn foundational financial 

management skills they can 
use into adulthood.”

“It is important for high 
school students to understand 
how to manage their personal 
finances so they can be suc-
cessful in life,” said Layla 
R. D’Emilia, Undersecretary 
of the Office of Consumer 
A f f a i r s  a n d  B u s i n e s s 
Regulation. “Funding Credit 
for Life Fairs through these 
grants provides a fun, engag-
ing, and productive environ-
ment for students to learn fis-
cal responsibility.”

Since 2015, over 65,000 
Massachusetts students have 
attended Credit for Life 
Fairs. 

The Financial Education 
Innovation Fund Grant was 
established as an ongoing 
effort to strengthen access to 
financial literacy throughout 
Massachusetts. This financial 
education program is fund-
ed by the Division of Banks 
through a settlement over 
alleged unlawful lending 
practices. 

Support your local sports teams

Nursing student Megan Bokis receives 
‘Blessing of the Hands’ at Emmanuel 

BOSTON – Megan Bokis 
of North Brookfield received 
the Blessing of the Hands on 
Friday, Feb. 6 at Emmanuel 
College. 

Th i s  ce remony  i s  a 
long-standing tradition at the 
Maureen Murphy Wilkens 
School  of  Nursing and 
Clinical Sciences for sec-

ond-year nursing students as 
they prepare to begin their 
first clinical. 

This semester 72 students 
participated in the ceremo-
ny. Hosted in collaboration 
with Emmanuel Mission and 
Ministry in the campus chap-
el, the Blessing of the Hands 
recognizes nursing students’ 

hands as instruments of care, 
comfort and respect. 

The ceremony affirms 
nursing as a commitment to 
skilled practice, compassion 
and respect for the dignity 
of every person as students 
enter clinical practice.
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Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name 

of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 

which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a 
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Barre Gazette

Church News

Send writing 
samples with 

resume to:
PAULA OUIMETTE

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to: 
pouimette@turley.com

www.turley.com

EXPERIENCED 
WRITERS & 

JOURNALISTS
• Produce 
 news and/or 
 feature stories 
 of local interest 
 for various towns 
 and cities.
• Must be dependable, 

professional 
 and able to meet 
 strict deadlines.
• Salary based on 
	 a	flat	rate	by	story	and	photo.

HELP WANTED

Local pastors offer sermons
A Good Man Part 3

One of  my favor i te 
secondary characters in 
Scripture is a figure called 
Barnabas. 

How does the Bible char-
acterize the man?

Acts 11:24a (NIV)
24 He was a good man, 

full of the Holy Spirit and 
faith . . . 

As we continue our series 
on the life and ministry of 
Barnabas, we do well to 
ask: “What made Barnabas 
a good man?” Allow me to 
remind you that the under-
lying Greek term for “good” 
herein is “agathos,” meaning 
virtuous and beneficial. It 
speaks to one who is excel-
lent and distinguished as to 
character, constitution and 
nature; upright and honor-
able. Moreover, it speaks 
to one who is disposed to 
helpfulness and charity. Do 
we see evidence of such in 
Barnabas? Absolutely! Let 
us consider the following 
selection, which picks up 
following the conversion 
of the infamous persecutor, 
Saul of Tarsus: 

Acts 9:26-28
26 When he [the new-

ly-converted Saul] came to 
Jerusalem, he tried to join 
the disciples, but they were 
all afraid of him, not believ-
ing that he really was a dis-
ciple. 27 But Barnabas took 
him and brought him to the 
apostles. He told them how 
Saul on his journey had 
seen the Lord and that the 
Lord had spoken to him, and 
how in Damascus he had 
preached fearlessly in the 
name of Jesus. 28 So Saul 
stayed with them and moved 
about freely in Jerusalem, 
speaking boldly in the name 
of the Lord.

What can we glean con-
cerning Barnabas here-
in? How is his goodness 
in Christ evidenced by this 
excerpt? We can see that 
the man had a heart for the 
outcast, the outsider and the 
shunned (vv. 27-28). Note 
that Barnabas worked dili-
gently, putting his own rep-
utation on the line, to bring 
Saul of Tarsus into the fel-
lowship of the saints. This 
was quite a task, particularly 
in light of Saul’s reputation 
as one who severely perse-
cuted the early Christians 
(e.g., Acts 8:1-3)! Yet can 
you imagine what might 
have happened if Barnabas 
failed to build such bridg-
es? What might have hap-
pened to the spiritual life 
and ministry of Saul-he who 
would become renowned as 
the apostle Paul and cham-
pion of the Christian faith-if 
Barnabas was not present in 
such a key moment? We owe 
much to the compassion, 
integrity and valor of dear 
Barnabas! 

This said, should not our 
faith be evidenced by a con-
cern for the outcast, the out-
sider and the shunned? Heed 
this passage:

James 1:27
27 Religion that God our 

Father accepts as pure and 
faultless is this: to look after 

orphans and widows in their 
distress [i.e., those reckoned 
the least in ancient society] 
and to keep oneself from 
being polluted by the world.

What did Christ teach on 
such a theme?

Matthew 25:31-46
31 “When the Son of 

Man comes in his glory, 
and all the angels with him, 
he will sit on his glorious 
throne. 32 All the nations 
will be gathered before him, 
and he will separate the peo-
ple one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep 
from the goats. 33 He will 
put the sheep on his right 
and the goats on his left.”

34 Then the King will say 
to those on his right “‘Come, 
you who are blessed by my 
Father; take your inheri-
tance, the kingdom prepared 
for you since the creation of 
the world. 35 For I was hun-
gry and you gave me some-
thing to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and 
you invited me in, 36 I need-
ed clothes and you clothed 
me, I was sick and you 
looked after me, I was in 
prison and you came to visit 
me.” 37 Then the righteous 
will answer him, “Lord, 
when did we see you hun-
gry and feed you, or thirsty 
and give you something to 
drink? 38 When did we see 
you a stranger and invite you 
in, or needing clothes and 
clothe you? 39 When did 
we see you sick or in pris-
on and go to visit you?’ 40 
The King will reply, ‘Truly 
I tell you, whatever you did 
for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, 
you did for me.” 

41 Then he will say to 
those on his left, “Depart 
from me, you who are 
cursed, into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and 
his angels. 42 For I was 
hungry and you gave me 
nothing to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me nothing to 
drink, 43 I was a stranger 
and you did not invite me in, 
I needed clothes and you did 
not clothe me, I was sick and 
in prison and you did not 
look after me.” 44 They also 
will answer, “Lord, when 
did we see you hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or need-
ing clothes or sick or in pris-
on, and did not help you?” 
45 He will reply, “Truly I 
tell you, whatever you did 
not do for one of the least of 
these, you did not do for me. 
46 Then they will go away 
to eternal punishment, but 
the righteous to eternal life.”

Clear ly  Chr is t  ca l l s 
His own to care for those 
deemed the least. Barnabas 
demonstrated such with Saul 
(Paul). What about you?

Thank you for taking the 
time to read this publication. 
Should you have any com-
ments or questions, feel free 
to contact me at your leisure 
using the information below. 

Also, feel free to check 
us out online at www.
NewLifeBarre.org or visit us 
each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
We hope to see you soon.

Pastor James Foley
New Life Assembly

 of God
60 Main St. South Barre
jamesfoley@
newlifebarre.org
978-355-6407

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

“If You Believe, You will See 
the Glory of God.” 

Scripture Reading: John 
11 v 1-23 and 38 – 44 I.

I. Introduction 
There are some people, 

who stay calm even when 
circumstances are tough and 
challenging. 

That is an admirable gift 
to have and I am sure such 
individuals will need their 
own space to rest, relax and 
let everything go for a bit. 
We all have needs and it is 
extremely important to have 
those, who have a presence 
of calm to ease the anxiety. 
We find many of those peo-
ple in our hospital rooms 
and other places where they 
have been trained to stay 
calm under difficult circum-
stances. In our passage we 
see the sisters of Lazarus 
experiencing severe dis-
tress, because their brother 
Lazarus had died. They were 
hoping Jesus would come 
in time to heal their brother, 
but He did not. Let’s take a 
closer look.

II. If you believe, you 
will see the Glory of God 

Jesus had just escaped the 
Jewish leaders at the temple 
in Jerusalem, who wanted 
to stone Him because they 
accused Him of blasphe-
my and that He claimed He 
was the Son of God and that 
through the power of God in 
Him.

He was doing the mira-
cles they have seen, includ-
ing the healing of the blind 
man we preached about 
last week. Jesus crossed 
the Jordan to the place 
where John the Baptist had 
baptized Him. It would be 
a safer place to be. It was 
while He was there that 
He received the message 
that Lazarus, the brother of 
Martha and Mary, His dear 
and beloved friends was 
sick. Jesus, instead of pack-
ing up and leaving to go heal 
Lazarus, told the messengers 
that this illness will not end 
in death, but is for the glory 
of God and that God’s Son 
would be glorified through 
it. What a strange answer to 
give to the messengers, who 
were sent by Lazarus’ sis-
ters, who themselves were 
distraught back home in 
Bethany. But we know Jesus 
knew better. 

Jesus stayed in this place 
across the Jordan for two 
more days, before He told 
the disciples that they should 
all go back to Judea to the 
house of Lazarus, who, He 
said had fallen asleep. In the 
ancient times that meant that 
he had died. The disciples 
were unhappy with the plan 
to return, since Bethany was 
but two miles away from 
Jerusalem, a place of dan-
ger for all of them. We read 
Thomas tell the disciples 
that maybe they should all 
go and die with Him. 

J e s u s  s t a y e d  c a l m 

throughout this conversa-
tion, because He must have 
prayed during those two 
days for God to strengthen 
Him as He was facing His 
last days on earth. He knew 
that His teachings and mir-
acles have become a threat, 
and that He was entering the 
last phase of His life. 

His response highlight-
ed those lacking inner light, 
implying that Christ is the 
light and His love for the 
world exceeds any fear for 
His own life. Jesus had to 
face both sisters, who com-
plained to Him that He came 
too late, that their brother 
already died and that he was 
in the tomb for four days. 

He reassured Martha 
that whoever believes in 
Him, will live and not die. 
Again, this response must 
have been strange for the 
sisters, the disciples and the 
messengers to hear. Then 
at the tomb, Jesus spoke 
these words, “Did I not tell 
you that if you believed, 
you would see the glory of 
God?” After these words, He 
thanked God for hearing His 
prayers and then called in 
a loud voice for Lazarus to 
come out and he did, alive.

III. Closing 
We sometimes are at 

a loss because we do not 
receive the answers we 
expected and our situations 
do not always change the 
way we want it to change. 

What this passage reveals 
to us though, is that God is 
with usand in our circum-
stances. Jesus’ words about 
believing in God and then 
we will see the glory of 
God, is a promise that God 
hears our prayers, and that 
God’s glory and answers 
will show up in ways we do 
not expect. Jesus Himself 
prayed to God before He 
even got to Lazarus’ house 
and He thanked God for 
hearing His prayers, even 
before He called for Lazarus 
to come out. 

He spoke in faith and 
the miracle happened. We 
may not always get healed 
or get our needs met in the 
ways we had hoped for, but 
God’s mysterious glory will 
show up anyway and we 
will see it and recognize it 
in unexpected treatments 
and provisions. Jesus had a 
calm demeanor, because He 
was in prayer with God. He 
calmed the messengers, the 
disciples and then He reas-
sured the sisters of Lazarus. 
He did this while He was 
fleeing for His life!. 

He is teaching us this 
morning that if we pray 
together unceasingly and 
believe, that the glory of 
God will show up in our 
lives. He is encouraging 
us to trust God’s word and 
Spirit to calm our spirits as 
we pray and believe. May 
we follow His example to 
pray and believe and see the 
glory of God in our lives, 
even when it looks different 
from what we expected. 

Amen

Pastor Margaret Keyser
Barre Congregational
Church
30 Park St., Barre 
 

Obituary

Shirley (Crawford) Smith, 86
6/14/1939- 3/22/2026

BARRE – Shirley (Crawford) 
Smith, 86, died peacefully on Sunday, 
March 22, 2026, at UMass Memorial 
Healthcare – University Campus 
Worcester.  

To view the service information 
and full obituary please visit the Miles 
Funeral Home website at www.miles-
funeralhome.com

Cornerstone and Athol 
Savings Banks merge

W O R C E S T E R  –
Cornerstone Bank announced 
the closing of its merger with 
Athol Savings Bank (ASB), 
effective Dec. 31, 2025, unit-
ing the two long-standing 
community institutions. 

The completed transac-
tion results in an expanded 
banking network that brings 
Cornerstone Bank’s full suite 
of digital services to the 
North Quabbin region while 
preserving ASB’s trusted 
local identity and five branch 
locations.

“As of today, our part-
nership is officially com-
plete and we are excited to 
move forward as one organi-
zation,” said Todd Tallman, 
CEO of Cornerstone Bank. 
“This merger strengthens our 
ability to serve customers 
with improved technology, 
expanded products and deep-
er community investment, 
while staying true to the val-
ues that define both banks.”

With the closing, Daniel 
J. Zona, former President 
and CEO of Athol Savings 
Bank, began his new role 
as President of Cornerstone 
Bank, succeeding the retir-
ing Randal Webber. The 
Cornerstone Bank Board of 

Directors has also expanded 
to include four new mem-
bers, including Zona, broad-
ening leadership represen-
tation across the regions the 
combined bank now serves.

“This is a meaningful 
moment for both banks,” 
said Zona. “Our teams share 
a strong commitment to cus-
tomers, employees and the 
communities we call home. 
With the merger now final-
ized, we can begin fully 
delivering the enhanced ser-
vices and opportunities that 
come with joining forces.”

Al l  ASB employees 
have been retained, ensur-
ing continuity for custom-
ers. Customers can expect 
ongoing communications 
and a smooth transition as 
Cornerstone and ASB align 
systems and expand access to 
digital banking tools, finan-
cial planning resources and 
new product offerings.

L u s e  G o r m a n ,  P. C . 
served as legal counsel for 
Cornerstone Bank while 
Piper, Sandler & Co. served 
as Financial Advisor. Updike, 
Kelly & Spellacy, P.C. served 
as legal counsel for Athol 
Savings Bank.

Baystate Health implements 
enhanced infection prevention

As the region is current-
ly experiencing high levels 
of respiratory virus activity, 
Baystate Health has imple-
mented enhanced infection 
prevention measures across 
all clinical settings to help 
protect our communities.

What patients and visitors 
should know

All health care workers 
are required to wear a medi-
cal mask in patient care areas 
in our healthcare facilities to 
protect patients, visitors, and 
team members.

Visitors ages 5 and older 
are required to wear a med-
ical mask in patient rooms, 
patient care areas, and com-
mon spaces for visitors 
(including waiting rooms). 
This applies to all Baystate 
Health hospitals and practic-
es.

Patients ages 5 and older 
are encouraged to wear a 
mask in the above settings.

Masking  i s  s t rongly 

encouraged in non-patient 
care areas for team members, 
visitors, and patients.

These  measu res  a r e 
consistent with guidance 
from the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health. 
The latest data from DPH 
categorizes influenza-like ill-
ness infection rates as “very 
high” in Massachusetts, with 
the severity of infection cat-
egorized as “high,” result-
ing in an increase in patients 
seeking care for complica-
tions from the illness.

Baystate Health appre-
ciates the cooperation of 
patients and visitors as they 
work together to protect 
the health of the commu-
nities during this period of 
increased respiratory illness.

Learn more before
your visit

Current visitor guidelines 
and updates are available at:

ht tps: / /www.baystate-
health.org/visiting.

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications
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Barre Police Log

Public Safety

Rutland Police Log

Hardwick Police Log

New Braintree Police Log

Sunday, Feb. 22
9:21 a.m. Property – Lost/

Found/Surrender, Barre Police 
Headquarters, Report Filed

3:04 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Welfare Check, South 
Street, Negative Contact

4:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

6:07 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Wauwinet Road, Returned

Monday, Feb. 23
4:07 a.m. Tree Incidents 

(No Wires), Wauwinet Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

4:08 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle 
– Parking Issues, Wauwinet 
Road, Referred to Other Agency

2 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Col l is ion,  Wauwinet  Road, 
Vehicle Towed

8:24 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, North Brookfield 
Road, Report Filed

Tuesday, Feb. 24
6:53 a.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 

Collision, Summer Street, Vehicle 
Towed

12 :22  p .m .  Susp i c ious 
P e r s o n / Ve h i c l e  A c t i v i t y, 
Worcester  Road,  Negat ive 
Contact

12 :35  p .m .  Susp i c ious 
Person/Vehicle Activity, West 
Street, No Action Required

2:18 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Gilbert Road, Information Taken

2:19 p.m. ACO Lost and 
Found/Wildlife, Williamsville/

Gilbert Roads, Call Transferred
6:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Worcester Road, Citation Issued
6:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Moulton Street, Criminal 
Complaint

Summons Brooks, Melinda 
S., 32, South Barre

Charges License Suspended, 
Operating Motor Vehicle With, 
Lights Violation, Motor Vehicle, 
Inspection/Sticker, No

7:25 p.m. Fire – Structure 
F i r e s ,  Ve r n o n  A v e n u e , 
Investigated

Wednesday, Feb. 25
10 :50  a .m .  Susp i c ious 

Person/Vehicle Activity, Edwards 
Lane, Officer/Chief Advised

11 :07  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Falls, Root 
Road, Transported to Hospital

4:03 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Edward Lane, Returned

4:07 p.m. Road Condition 
Notification, Old Hardwick Road, 
Information Given

4:18 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Welfare Check, Loring 
Road, No Action Required

4:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
South Street, Written Warning

7:27 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Route 67, Negative Contact

7:30 p.m. Tree Incidents 
(No Wires), Wauwinet Road, 
Removed from Scene

9:54 p.m. Fire – Structure 
F i res,  P leasantdale Road, 

Investigated
Thursday, Feb. 26

9:48 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Diabetic, Worcester 
Road, Mutual Aid Transport

12 :31  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, North Brookfield 
Road, Transported to Hospital

10 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Wauwinet Road, 
No Transport Required

Friday, Feb. 27
5:57 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Seizures, South Barre 
Road, No Transport Required

5:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
North Brookfield Road, Written 
Warning

5:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
West Street, Written Warning

Saturday, Feb. 28
6:14 a.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 

Collision, Wheelwright Road, 
Report Filed

10:31 a.m. Lockout (Home or 
Vehicle), North Brookfield Road, 
Entry Gained

2:03 p.m. Assist Other Police 
Department, Worcester, Area 
Search Negative 

6:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Summer Street, Written Warning

South Barre
Friday, Feb. 27

1:50 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Fruitland Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

Sunday, Feb. 22
2:55 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle/

Parking Issues, Grizzly Drive, 
Written Warning

10:07 a.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Campbell Street, Officer/Chief 
Advised

4:27 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Welfare Check, 37 
River Road,, Investigated

8:12  p .m.  D is tu rbance/
Disorderly, Oakridge Drive, 
Removed to Court

Arrest: Hayes, Justin D., 35, 
Worcester

Charges  Res is t  Ar res t , 
At tempt to Commit  Cr ime, 
Harassment, Criminal

Monday, Feb. 23
1:12 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

– Disabled, East Hill Road, 
Investigated

7:27 a.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, Main Street, Removed 
from Scene

9:20 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Seizures, Miles Road, 
Transported to Hospital

9:27 a.m. Fire – Power 
Lines/Wire, East County Road, 
Investigated

10 :51  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Falls, Davis 
Street, Transported to Hospital

3 : 0 8  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problems, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

3:12 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Main Street, 
Mutual Aid Assist

4:55 p.m. Fire – Fumes/
Odor/Gas Leak, Vista Circle, 
Investigated

5 : 4 1  p . m .  C o m p l a i n t , 
Sunnyside Avenue, Information 
Taken

5:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident – No Fire Department/
EMS Response, Irish Lane, 
Report Filed

6:46 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Abdominal/Back Pain, 
Central Tree Road, Transported 
to Hospital

8:18 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Pain in Shoulder, Irish 
Lane, Transported to Hospital

9:44 a.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, Maple Avenue, 
Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, Feb. 24
12 :26  a .m.  Emergency 

Medical Service – Mutual Aid 
Ambulance, Old Princeton Road, 
Transported to Hospital

3:13 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Central 
Tree Road, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

5 : 3 7  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Stroke (CVA), 
Campbell Street, Transported to 
Hospital

5:57 a.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, River Road, 
Information Given

8:44 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
River Road, Officer/Chief Advised

9:23 a.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, East County Road, 
Vehicle Towed

10 :10  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Abdominal/
Back Pain,  Gaffney Road, 
Transported to Hospital

10:21 a.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, Halfrey Road, 
No Transport Required

2:41 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Maple Avenue, Citation Issued
2:41 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Maple Avenue, Citation Issued
3:09 p.m. Property – Lost/

Found/Surrender, Main Street, 
Returned

3:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

3:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pleasantdale Road, Citation 
Issued

3:42 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Main Street, Information Given

7:25 p.m. Fire – Structure 
F i r e s ,  Ve r n o n  A v e n u e , 
Investigated

11:07 p.m. Fire – Fumes/
Odor/Gas Leak,  Woodside 
Avenue, Investigated

Wednesday, Feb. 25
7:04 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Childbirth, Glenwood 
Road, Transported to Hospital

7:50 a.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Pommogussett Road, 
Report Filed

8:44 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Breathing Difficulty, 
Glenwood Road, Transported to 
Hospital

9:10 a.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, Main Street, No 
Transport Required

9:41 a.m. Fraud or Forgery, 
Autumn Wood Drive, Information 
Taken

11 :34  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Sick/Unknown, 
Blair Drive, Transported to 
Hospital

11 :56  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Falls, Maple 
Avenue, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

1:31 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Main Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

1:39 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Campbell Street, 
Checked/Secured

4:35 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Breathing Difficulty, 
Main Street, Transported to 
Hospital

9:54 p.m. Fire – Structure 
F i res,  P leasantdale Road, 
Investigated

Thursday, Feb. 26
4:09 a.m. Road Condition 

Not i f i ca t ion ,  Who le  Town, 
Information Given

4:48 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Maple 
Avenue, Transported to Hospital

10:10 a.m. Animal – Lost 
and/or Found, Brintnal Drive, 
Returned

10 :53  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Maple Avenue, 
Transported to Hospital

3:58 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Woodside Avenue, Transported 
to Hospital

4:26 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Neurological/Head 
Injury, Ridge Road, Transported 
to Hospital

4:44 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Main Street, Vehicle 
Towed

11:36 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Maple Avenue, Officer Spoke to 
Party

Friday, Feb. 27
8:21 a.m. Animal – Lost and/

or Found, Central Tree Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

10 :46  a .m.  Emergency 

Medical Service – Breathing 
Difficulty, North Brookfield Road, 
Transported to Hospital

12:23 p.m. Harassment, Kyle 
Hunter Circle, Officer Spoke to 
Party

1 p.m. Property – Lost/Found/
Surrender, Glenwood Road, 
Officer/Chief Advised

3:57 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Seizures, Miles Road, 
Transported to Hospital

5:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Vehicle Towed

Summons Orre, Sandra M., 
76, Rutland

Charges Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle c90 S34J, Registration 
Suspended, Operating Motor 
Vehicle with C90 S 23

5:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

6:03 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Rutland Public 
Safety Lobby, Officer Spoke to 
Party

9:43 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Act iv i ty,  Wachusett 
Street, Officer Spoke to Party

Saturday, Feb. 28
12:14 a.m. Animal – ACO 

Call, Majorie Lane, Information 
Given

2 : 3 6  a . m .  F o l l o w - U p 
Investigation, Majorie Lane, In 
Custody of ACO

3:13 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Lewis Street, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

6:48 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Maple Avenue, Criminal 
Complaint

Summons Jackson, Deshai 
D., 43, Worcester

C h a r g e s  R e g i s t r a t i o n 
Suspended, Operating Motor 
Vehicle With

8:59 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Paxton Road, Written 
Warning

12 :03  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Unconscious/
U n r e s p o n s i v e / S y n c o p e , 
Laurelwood Road, Transported 
to Hospital

1:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Worcester Road, Arrest(s) Made

Arrest Wade, Jake M., 28, 
Millis

Charges Warrant
2:03 p.m. Assist Other Police 

Department, Worcester, Area 
Search Negative

3:51 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Breathing Difficulty, 
Fernwood Drive, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

4:28 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Pleasantdale Road, 
Vehicle Towed

4:54 p.m. Road Condition 
Notification, Charnock Hill Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

6 : 2 0  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service, Prescott Street, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

6:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Kenwood Drive, Written Warning

8:13 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Barre Paxton Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

10:11 p.m Erratic Operator, 
Main Street, Officer Spoke to 
Party

11 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Glenwood Road, 
Transported to Hospital

11 :56  p .m.  Abandoned 
Vehicle/Parking Issues, Barre 
Paxton Road, Information Taken

During the week of March 
16 -23 ,  the  Hardw ick /New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 56 building/prop-
erty checks, 16 directed/area 
patrols, 19 radar assignments, 
four traffic controls, 17 emergen-
cy 911 calls, three citizen assists, 
three assist other agencies, one 
complaint, 17 safety hazards, 
one missing person, one fire, one 
threat, one larceny/theft/shop-
lifting, two motor vehicle acci-
dents, six animal calls and eight 
motor vehicle stops in the town of 
Hardwick.

Monday, March 16
11:02 a.m. 911 Fire Alarm, 

Fiske Road, Services Rendered
1:17 p.m. Assist Citizen, Main 

Street, Officer Handled
Tueday, March 17

2:32 a.m. Uti l i ty Issues, 
Old Greenwich Plains Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

2:50 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Turkey Street, Referred to Other 
Agency

3:08 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Collins Road, Referred to Other 
Agency

3:40 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Barre Road, Merge

4:09 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Greenwich Road, Removed 
Hazard

4:17 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Greenwich Road, Referred to 
Other Agency

4:37 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Barre Road, Referred to Other 
Agency

6:15 a.m. Complaint, Ruggles 
Hill Road, Referred to Other 
Agency

6:56 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
West Street, Removed Hazard

7:42 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Petersham Road, Referred to 
Other Agency

7:43 a.m. 911 Safety Hazard, 
Ruggles Hill Road, Referred to 
Other Agency

8:04 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Ruggles Hill Road, Referred to 
Other Agency

9:41 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Ruggles Hill Road, Referred to 
Other Agency

10:13 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Ruggles Hill Road, Referred to 
Other Agency

11:33 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Petersham Road, Referred to 
Other Agency

12:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Lower Road, Writ ten 
Warning

2:41 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
Lower Road, Services Rendered

2:43 p.m. 911 Utility Issues, 
Church Street, Referred to Other 
Agency

2:44 p.m. Utility Issues, Main 
Street, Merge

3:15 p.m. 911 Safety Hazard, 
Bridge Street, Investigated

4:15 p .m.  Ass is t  Other 
Agency, Lower Road, Services 
Rendered

5:41 p.m. Uti l i ty Issues, 
Ruggles Hill Road, Referred to 
Other Agency

5:42  p .m.  911 Med ica l 
Emergency,  Turkey Street , 
Transported to Hospital

7:15 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
Ruggles Hill Road, Referred to 
Other Agency

7:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Crash, Hardwick Road, Spoken 
To

Wednesday, March 18
5:36 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Tu r k e y  S t r e e t ,  S e r v i c e s 
Rendered

11:57 a.m. Fire/Illegal burn, 
Jackson Road, Investigated

12:21 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency,  Turkey Street , 

Transported to Hospital
3 :42  p .m.  911  Miss ing 

Person, Barre Road, Services 
Rendered

Thursday, March 19
2 : 2 1  a . m .  M e d i c a l 

Emergency, Prospect Street, 
Transported to Hospital

11 : 5 2  a . m .  M e d i c a l 
E m e r g e n c y,  B a r r e  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

7:52 p.m. Threat, Main Street, 
Referred to Other Agency

Friday, March 20
5:29 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Hardwick Road, Spoken To
2:53 p.m. 911 Motor Vehicle 

Crash, Church Street, Report 
Taken

Saturday, March 21
1 2  a . m .  9 11  M e d i c a l 

Emergency, Old Petersham 
Road, Transported to Hospital

4 :09  a .m.  911 Med ica l 
E m e r g e n c y,  B a r r e  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

4:52 p.m. 911 Larceny/Theft/
Shoplifting, Main Street, Officer 
Handled

9:38 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
Creamery Road, Officer Handled

11:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street,  Wri t ten 
Warning

Sunday, March 22
11:34 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Hardwick Road, 
Transported to Hospital

4 :21 p .m.  Ass is t  Other 
Agency, Out of Town, Peace 
Restored

5:25 p .m.  Ass is t  Other 
Agency, Out of Town, Merge

6:24  p .m.  911 Med ica l 
Emergency,  Lower  Road , 
Transported to Hospital

Monday, March 23
6:04 a.m. 911 Hang-up/

Abandoned,  Hi l ls ide View, 
Services Rendered

During the week of March 
16 -23 ,  the  Hardw ick /New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 13 building/prop-
erty checks, 22 directed/area 
patrols, 15 radar assignments, 
eight emergency 911 calls, eight 
safety hazards, four cit izen 
assists, one assist other agency, 
one missing person, one com-
plaint, one animal call and seven 
motor vehicle stops in the town of 
New Braintree.

Monday, March 16
12:30 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Memorial Drive, Officer Handled
10:22 p.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, West Brookfield 
Road, Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, March 17
5:01 a.m. Safety Hazard, Barr 

Road, Referred to Other Agency
5:11 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Mara Road, Referred to Other 
Agency

5:16 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Old Common Road, Services 
Rendered

5:38 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Gilbertville Road, Merge

6:27 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
West Road, Referred to Other 
Agency

6:33 a.m. Safety Hazard, Barr 
Road, Merge

7:47  a .m.  911  Miss ing 
Person, West Road, Transported 
to Hospital

9:11 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Pierce Road, Referred to Other 
Agency

2:56 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Gilbertville Road, Referred to 
Other Agency

5:09 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Memorial Drive, Officer Handled

8:53 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Road, Vehicle Towed

Wednesday, March 18
4:26  a .m.  911 Med ica l 

Emergency, West Brookfield 
Road, Patient Refusal

9:04 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Memorial Drive, Officer Handled

5:25 p.m. Suspicious Activity, 
Webb Road, Referred to Other 
Agency

Thursday, March 19
5:05 a.m. Medical Alarm, 

Barre Road, Transported to 
Hospital

10:03 a.m. Utility Issues, 
Cushman Road ,  Serv i ces 
Rendered

Friday, March 20
3:36  a .m.  911 Med ica l 

Emergency, West Brookfield 
Road, Patient Refusal

7:38 a.m. Complaint, Ravine 
Road, Officer Handled

7:46 a.m. Disabled Motor 
Vehic le,  Gi lber tv i l le  Road, 
Removed Hazard

9:34 a .m.  Ass is t  Other 
Agency, Memorial Drive, Officer 
Handled

9:56 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Ravine Road, Written Warning

Saturday, March 21
11:35 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Memorial Drive, Officer Handled
1:53  p .m.  911 Med ica l 

Emergency, Oakham Road, 
Transported to Hospital

4:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Ravine Road, Written Warning

5:13  p .m.  911 Med ica l 
Emergency, West Brookfield 
Road, Patient Refusal

Sunday, March 22
5:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Barre Road, Written Warning
\Monday, March 23
3 : 3 6  a . m .  M e d i c a l 

E m e r g e n c y,  S c o t t  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

Hubbardston Police Log
Sunday, Feb. 15

3:58 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Madison Way, 
Transported to Hospital

9:12 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Gardner Road, Negative Contact

Monday, Feb. 16
4:43 a.m. Fire – Fumes/Odor/

Gas Leak, New Templeton Road, 
Investigated

3:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle Hit 
and Run, Simond Hill Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

6 :43  p .m.  Harassment , 
Worcester Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

Tuesday, Feb. 17
7:43 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Sick/Unknown, Grimes 
Road, Transported to Hospital

8:54 a.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Gardner Road, No 
Transport Required

12:44 p.m. Assist Other 
Police Department, Westminster, 
Information Taken

1:34 p.m. Landlord Tenant/
Neighbor Dispute, Barre Road, 
Report Filed

7:12 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Worcester Road, Area Search 
Negative

7:20 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Welfare Check, Report 
Filed

7:45 p.m. Fire – Alarm 
A c t i v a t i o n ,  M a i n  S t r e e t , 
Investigated

Wednesday, Feb. 18
7:03 a.m. Erratic Operator, 

Gardner Road, Call Transferred
11:26 a.m. Fire – Structure 

F i r e s ,  H a l e  R o a d ,  F i r e 
Extinguished

2:10 p.m. Fire – Structure 
F i res ,  S imond H i l l  Road , 
Investigated

2:52 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Gardner Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

7:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Gardner Road, Written Warning

8:01 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Low Oxygen, Burnshirt 
Road, Transported to Hospital

Thursday, Feb. 19
5:50 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Gardner Road, Mutual  Aid 
Transport

10:08 a.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Gardner Road, 
Information Taken

1 : 2 0  p . . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medica l  Serv ice  –  St roke 
(CVA), New Westminster Road, 
Transported to Hospital

7:06 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Main Street, 
Officer/Chief Advised

Friday, Feb. 20
7:51 a.m. Fire – Structure 

Fi res,  Centra l  Tree Road, 
Investigated

10 :39  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Foot Pain, 
Old Princeton Cutoff Road, 
Transported to Hospital

10:55 a.m. Safety Concern, 
Malone Road, Officer Spoke to 
Party

2:11 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, New Templeton Road, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

2:37 p.m. Fire – Fire Motor 
Vehicle Collision, Barre Road, 
Removed from Scene

3:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
– Disabled, Gardner Road, 
Information Given

3:25 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Breathing Difficulty, 
Morgan Road, Transported to 
Hospital

4:12 p.m. Illegal Dumping, 
Main Street, Removed from 
Scene

5:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, Williamsville Road, 
Negative Contact

11:47 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Old Princeton Road, Information 
Given

Saturday, Feb. 21
2:55 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Worcester Road, Transported to 
Hospital

Sunday, Feb. 22
7:53 a.m. Road Condition 

Notification, Worcester Road, 
Information Taken

8:29 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Worcester Road, Public Assist

1:53 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Chest Pain/Heart 
Problem, Pitchervi l le Road, 
Mutual Ai Transport

Monday, Feb. 23
6:18 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

– Disabled, Ragged Hill Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

1:42 p.m. Abandoned Vehicle 
– Parking Issued,  Birches Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

4:30 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Gardner Road, Referred to Other 
Agency

5:13 p.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, Gardner Road, 
Removed from Scene

6:15  p .m.  D is tu rbance/
Disorderly, Old Westminster 
Road, Report Filed

Tuesday, Feb. 24
12 :26  a .m.  Emergency 

Medical Service – Mutual Aid 
Ambulance, Old Princeton Road, 
Transported to Hospital

6:27 a.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, Barre Road, Public 
Assist

10:21 a.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, Halfrey Road, 
No Transport Required

2:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
– Disabled, Streeter Road, 
Negative Contact
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
BUSINESS FOR SALE

BIOLINKS OF NEW ENGLAND.
Grease trap pumping business. Ninety cus-
tomers, two pump trucks. 

Call Les 413-297-1513.

MILLING, TURNING, GRINDING, 
TOOLS. Tools inspection, tools granite 
surface plates, red head spindles and 
more. CERA BIDE GRINDING, 34 
Front Street, Indian Orchard, 413-
543-1227.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage electron-
ics, jewelry, coins, watches, military 
cameras, sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio 
equipment, audio equipment, toys, 
one item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no 
project too small. Service upgrades, pools, 

trustworthy, dependable & insured. 
 Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509

Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING

Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE 
All phases of tree care.

Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/night.

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

BOATS
17’ STARCRAFT ALUMINUM BOAT. 
1994 w/90HP 2-stroke Evinrude motor. 
Trailer w/spare tire, in great shape. $4000. 
Vern 413-539-2846.

The Town of North Brookfield is looking for 
a part-time Program Assistant for 
the Council on Aging. Please submit a re-
sume with a letter of interest to the Select-
men’s Office, 215 Main St., North 
Brookfield, MA 01535; or by email to 
selectmen@northbrookfield.net.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

LAND WANTED
Seeking 8-20 peaceful acres in Cen-
tral MA for pet memorial sanctuary. Espe-
cially interested in lease-option, phased 
sale, or seller financing. Respectful, se-
rious inquiry. Patrick | 508-735-3232 | 
founder@rainbow-meadow.org

WANTED JUNK REMOVALJUNK REMOVAL SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

Advertise your home improvement 
services in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Advertise your 
home improvement 

services in our classifieds.
We get results!

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

GIANT APPLIANCE REBATES!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!
BIKES, E-BIKES!!!
WE REPAIR BIKES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE US!!!!
TOYS, TOYS, TOYS!!!

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tuesday-Sunday

8am-2pm

BRING IN ENTIRE AD FOR $5 OFF
with $10 minimum purchase.

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES
❖ MAC’N CHEESE
❖ LUNCH & BREAKFAST MEALS

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

See website for specials
JARSCafe.com
❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

TEA FOR TWO
1st Sunday Every Month
Reservations Required

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

June 9-12 4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation ...............$899
June 27 ....Lake George Cruise & Lunch .......................$185
July 11 .....Provincetown by Fast Ferry .........................$220
July 19 .....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
Aug 30 .....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise .................from $1699

Two Great Cruises aboard 
Norwegian 
Breakaway!

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008
michelleterryteam.com

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

STURBRIDGE, MA
Spacious raised ranch set on a private 1.8-acre lot in 
desirable Sturbridge. This home offers 3 bedrooms, 
and 2 full baths with over 2,100 sq ft of living space. 
Main level features hardwood floors, stainless steel 
appliances, spacious living room, formal dining 
room, and a large sunroom overlooking the backyard. 
Finished lower level includes a huge bonus room, with gas stove insert and slider to the patio, and 
incredible in-ground pool area, plus two additional rooms and laundry. Flexible layout could work 
well for an in-law apartment, ADU or extended living. Additional features include solar panels, 
providing significant energy savings, a built-in Generac generator, a 3-car garage, and long paved 
driveway. Surrounded by approximately 1,000 acres of protected land, located just minutes to 
Routes 20, I-84, and the MA Pike, in the Tantasqua school district. Available for $640,000.

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

www.davesapp.com
508-867-3122

Parts Hotline 888-229-1027
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

Factory Authorized Technicians
Family business for over 40 years!

The life of any small local family run business is 
a long arduous uphill battle filled with growing 
pains, uncertainty and change. We here at Dave’s 

Appliance have been serving the community and their 
home appliance needs for the past 40 years in an era 
of rapidly changing industries and technologies. The 
business was first founded by Dave and Patricia Caron 
along with their three sons, Dave Jr., Rick and John 
in an attached barn area off their family home.  In its 
infancy, Dave’s sold mostly antiques and furniture and 
perhaps a refrigerator or two; but by the mid 1990’s 
the townspeople knew us as Dave’s Maytag. Our local 
“Maytag men” specialized in the retail and home repair 
of Maytag products. By the end of the twentieth century, 
our founder Dave had passed away, big box stores were moving in, and Maytag was 
bought out by Whirlpool.
Patricia, Rick and John dug their heels into the dirt, joined a buying group with more 

retail power and built a new larger 7000 square foot facility next door, a location where 
they have operated comfortably for the past ten years.
 A new type of change has come to Dave’s as of January 1, 2017 and that is the retirement 

of Pat. We would like to thank Pat for her many decades of dedication to the business 
and surrounding community. We would also like to thank the local townspeople for 
their continued support and business over the past 40 years. The torch has finally been 
passed to new co-owners Rick and John Caron, who along with the third generation of 
the Caron family will continue to aid the local community with the sales of new and 
reconditioned appliances, as well as supplying in-shop and in-home appliance repairs.

For information on this advertising feature,
please contact June at (508)909-4062 

or by email at jsima@stonebridgepress.news

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

 Dave’s Appliance Inc. would like to announce 
the retirement of Patricia Caron

Owners rick and JOhn carOn will assume the day-tO-day 
OperatiOns Of the family run business 

Rick Caron (L), John Caron (R)

 ESTABLISHED

LG WASHER/DRYER SALE 
$549/EACH 

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Dave's Appliance, Inc.
WT6100CW WT6105CW DLE6100W

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville • 774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634

Prime Rib 
Every Thurs., Fri. & Sat.

Online Ordering Available 
Monday -  6:30 p.m.

TRIVIA NIGHT 
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.

MUSIC BINGO

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF

Function Space Available For Parties
CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK FOR SPECIALS

Paint & 
Sip Night 
April 7th
Petals Fall

EASTER BRUNCH
Sunday, April 5th

Reservations Required
10 - 10:30 a.m.
12:30 - 1 p.m.

2:30 p.m.

EASTER EGG HUNT
On The Green

Sunday, March 29th
Starts at 1 p.m.

at Hardwick CrossingCelebrateEaster

BUYLINE CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette & Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday & available online

Contact 
DAN FLYNN 
413-297-5886

dflynn@turley.comFULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48

3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

NEW SALEM – The 
Swift River Valley Historical 
Society, the leading resource 
in preserving the artifacts, 
stories and records of the 
lost towns of the Swift River 
Valley, has announced the 
successful sale of a seven-
teenth century artifact from 
its collection. 

The Symon and Rebeckah 
Horne Pilgrim Century valu-
ables cabinet, attributed to 
the Symonds shops of Salem 
and dated 1677, was sold 
by Sotheby’s in New York, 
achieving $1.6 million. 

The decision to sell the 

piece was made after a thor-
ough review by the muse-
um’s board of directors. 
The cabinet, while valuable 
and historically signifi-
cant, was owned by a fam-
ily that moved to the Swift 
River Valley from eastern 
Massachusetts, and did not 
directly support the muse-
um’s core mission to pre-
serve and interpret the histo-
ry of the Swift River Valley 
towns that were destroyed to 
build the Quabbin Reservoir, 
Boston’s water supply.

“This is not a decision 
the board made lightly,” said 

Judith McIntosh, Chair of the 
SRVHS Board of Directors. 
“We are deeply committed 
to our mission to preserve 
the history of the Swift River 
Valley. The sale allows us to 
strengthen our operations, 
make much-needed capital 
improvements, and expand 
educational programming 
that serves the greater com-
munity.”

Proceeds from the sale 
will be used to make capital 
improvements and accessibil-
ity updates to the Whitaker-
Clary House, fund long-term 
maintenance of museum 

buildings, and implement a 
new strategic plan. 

“We understand that the 
community places great trust 
in us as stewards of Quabbin 
history,” said McIntosh. 
“This sale ensures that we 
can devote greater resources 
to fulfilling our mission.”

The Swift River Valley 
Museum is open during 
the summer season and by 
appointment. For a glimpse 
into the life of each of the 
four lost towns, visit the 
Whi taker-Clary  House , 
Prescott Church Museum, 
and Carriage Shed at the his-

torical society’s location at 
40 Elm St.

About the Swift River 
Valley Historical Society 

The Swift River Valley 
Historical Society is the lead-
ing resource in preserving the 
artifacts, stories and records 
of the towns that were lost in 
order to create the Quabbin 
Reservoir water supply that 
serves eastern Massachusetts: 
Prescott, Dana, Enfield, and 
Greenwich. 

SRVHS collaborates with 
communities, organizations 
and agencies to provide edu-
cational opportunities and 

programs about the history 
of this region and to ensure 
appropriate management and 
protection of those resourc-
es and artifacts, including 
the Quabbin watershed, to 
engage public interest and 
support.

The Swift River Historical 
Museum is open Wednesdays 
and Sundays from 1-4 p.m. 
from June to September. 
Admission to the museum is 
free. 

Read more  a t  www.
swiftrivermuseum.org, or 
on Facebook at Swift River 
Valley Historical Society.

Museum sells rare artifact to secure future preservation efforts


