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OAKHAM –  At the 
request of the Board of 
Assessors, the Select Board 
appointed Assessor Diane 
Peterson a Special Municipal 
Employee at their Monday, 
March 3 meeting.

Peterson will be a work-
ing assessor to assist during 

this revaluation year from 
March 3 to Dec. 31, 2025. 
She will be paid $50 per 
hour for this extra work with 
an amount not to exceed 
$14,000, the amount in the 
Assessors Account after the 
$24,500 for the outside firm 
to conduct the revaluation in 
2025. The Board approved 
the designation.

Select Board Vice Chair 
Donald Haapakoski, who 

arrived late, said the other 
Assessor on the Board, Peter 
Joyce must also file for 
Special Municipal Employee 
designation per State Ethics 
Commission policy.  He 
would not be receiving extra 
compensation as a working 
assessor.

Assessor Peterson said the 
Board’s goal was to finish the 
revaluations by Sept. 30. All 
inspectors would have an ID 

lanyard and a sign on their 
vehicle.

Parks and Recreation 
budget

T h e  S e l e c t  B o a r d 
reviewed the Parks and 
Recreation budget. At pres-
ent, there were only two 
members on the Parks and 
Recreation Committee. They 
submitted a level funded 
amount of  $5,000. One of 
the two members said the 

Parks and Recreation planned 
scaled down activities for 
next  year.  They would 
include installing a skating 
rink, movie nights, ski club, 
Memorial Day activities and 
bring back the holiday light 
contest. 

Building 
Commissioner budget
Building Commissioner 

Robert Lanciani participat-
ed via zoom. He said with 

the new zoning regulations 
he needed to purchase new 
code books for the town. The 
cost was about $800 for ten 
different code books. This 
would be placed as a separate 
article on the Annual Town 
Meeting warrant as it was not 
a yearly expense. 

He also proposed fee 

Board designates assessor Special Municipal Employee

By Ellenor Downer
Editor

edowner@turley.com

BARRE–  The Select 
Board received the resigna-
tion of Town Administrator 
Tammy Martin at  their 
Monday, March 17 meeting.

She tended her resignation 
effective June 1. Select Board 
Chair Maureen Marshall 
thanked her for all the work 
she did for the town espe-
cially on the playground. She 
said, she hoped Martin would 
come back for the High 
Plains playground dedication. 

When the Chair asked 
for a motion, Select Board 
Member Mark Regienus 
said he did not want to do 
it. They accepted the Town 
Administrator’s resignation 
with “deep regret.” Select 
Board Chair Marshall said 
the town would begin the 
process of finding an inter-
im Town Administrator 
and the search for a Town 
Administrator.

CDBG hearing
Central Massachusetts 

R e g i o n a l  P l a n n i n g 
Commission planner Joe 
Ferguson and project manag-
er John O’Leary conducted a 
pubic hearing on the town’s 
proposed application for a 
Community Development 
Block Grant for Fir Street 
in South Barre. Ferguson 
said a preliminary study on 
Fir Street improvement was 
done last September and the 
final wold be completed next 
month. 

CDBG projects must meet 
one of two criteria: providing 
benefit to low to moderate 
income areas or reduce urban 
blight. Project manager, 
O’Leary said the South Barre 
site has 51% low to moder-
ate  income residents, the 
result of a recently completed 
income survey. He also said 
CDBG required no financial 
outlay or matching funds 
from the town. The fee for 
CMRPC would come from 
the grant if awarded.

The grant application 
deadline for this highly 
competitive grant would be 
Monday, April 14. Award 
notification would be late 
summer or early fall. The 
grant source is the United 
States Housing and Urban 
Development. The program 
began in the 1970s and has 
a maximum cap amount of 
$850,000.  A “ballpark” 
estimate was $575,000 for 
design and construction of 
Fir Street.

After the closing of the 
hearing, the two Select Board 
members present voted to 
accept the project proposal 
and approved the submission 
of the CDBG application. If 
the town received the grant, a 
precostruction hearing would 
be held before the project 
begins.

TA Report
Tow n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r 

Martin said she met with 
the Senior Center Director  

Town Administrator 
to resign June 1‘Ireland to America’

program presented at Town House
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK – The Paige 
Memorial Library welcomed 
musician and performer 
Roger Tincknell to the Town 
House this past weekend. 

The program was called 
“ I r e l and  to  Amer ica” , 
where guests could sing, 
clap, dance and witness the 
multi-instrumentalist who 
provides music programs for 
all ages. 

This program was sup-
ported in part by a grant 
from the Hardwick-New 

Braintree Cultural Council, 
a local agency, which is sup-
ported by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, a state 
agency. This event was also 
supported by the Friends of 
Paige Memorial Library. 

The Town House had a 
great turnout as Tincknell of 
Shutesbury brought multiple 
instruments to play in cel-
ebration of traditional Irish 
music and culture. Tincknell 
would perform ballads, sing-
alongs and work songs. 

“This is one of the biggest 

Submitted Photos by Julie Bullock

Roger Tincknell is a performer who presented 
his program “Ireland to America” at the Town 
House in Hardwick this past weekend. 

There were children participating in Roger 
Tincknell’s performance at the Hardwick Town 
House.

Litany for a Broken World

Hardwick author 
releases ninth 
science fiction 
novel

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

HARDWICK – Resident 
and author Lisa Janice “LJ” 
Cohen has recently released 
her ninth novel, the first in 
a trilogy called “Litany for a 
Broken World”. 

Cohen began writing sci-
ence fiction novels about 20 

years ago, having previously 
worked as a physical thera-
pist for 25 years.

“I wrote this book…or 
sort of this book, six years 
ago,” she said.

Cohen said  she was 
inspired to write “Litany 
for a Broken World” after 
hearing a story about a tent 
city in Boston on NPR. She 
decided to set her novel in 
the world of the unhoused. 

“I thought it would be 
important enough to do that,” 
she said. “As a physical 
therapist you worked with 
unhoused patients.”

It is also set in the mul-
tiverse, where some of the 
characters are able to travel 
between universes.

“The walls between the 
universes are a little bit 
porous,” Cohen explained. 
“The multiverse is a really 
interesting concept.”

Cohen held a book read-
ing and signing at the Stone 
Church Cultural Center on 
March 16, welcoming ques-
tions from the audience and 
sharing her creative process.

She started by thanking 
those in attendance for their 
support, and reading the nov-
el’s two epigraphs, one by 
Rabbi Tarfon and the second 
by William Sloane Coffin, 
which she heard at the funer-
al of her husband’s coworker.

 “It struck me, and I knew 
I had to use it,” Cohen said. 

Cohen read several pages 
of the first chapter of the 
novel, which introduced 
the character Jace, “a lone 
man wandering the streets 
of a small, post-industri-
al, pre-spacefaring city.” 
Readers learn that this city is 
Boston, as Jace comes upon 

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette

Hardwick author Lisa “LJ” Cohen reads from her 
newest novel, “Litany for a Broken World” at the 
Stone Church Cultural Center on March 16.

Town looks at budget shortfall 
and staffing needs

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– As town departments and 
boards and committees 
work to develop the budget 
for fiscal year 2026, Board 
of Selectmen Chair Jason 
Petraitis shared some insight 
about the town’s financial 
outlook and needs.

Budget and override 
Petraitis said all of the 

departmental budgets have 
been received, and there is a 
considerable gap to fill. He 
said every budget in town 
has a shortfall.

“Right now, we’re well 
over what we have that can 
be allocated to everything. 
So that makes it difficult,” 
he said. 

P e t r a i t i s  s a i d  t h i s 
includes the school district’s 
budget, which is needing an 
increase greater than what 
is allowed with Proposition 
2 ½. The proposed FY 26 

budget for the school district 
is about 17% or $1.2 million 
greater than the current fis-
cal year.

“We just don’t have it,” 
Petraitis said.

Petraitis said there has 
been talk of seeking an 
override to bridge the fis-
cal gap, but he said he can’t 
put that article on the town 
meeting warrant in good 
conscience, due to its poten-
tial impact on taxpayers.

“You’re looking at what 
would potentially be a 25% 
increase in taxes,” he said, 
of which more than half 
would go toward the school 
budget alone. 

This potential increase in 
taxes doesn’t include sewer 
betterment rates for the 
upgraded wastewater treat-
ment project.

“It’s really tragic the 
way this happens. There 
are things that can be done 
on the state level but that’s 
nothing I can have control 
over,” he said. 

Petraitis said even though 
the regionalization process 
with the Quaboag Regional 

School District has stopped, 
he doesn’t believe that it’s 
outside of the realm of pos-
sibility for the future.

“There’s potential for 
a tuition agreement with 
Quaboag, but we have to 
wait for the school com-
mittees to do the investigat-
ing and find out what that 
would cost,” he said.

Petraitis said in grades 
nine-12, there are about 50 
students in North Brookfield 
Public Schools, adding 
that teachers’ salaries (not 
counting benefits) account 
for over $1 million of the 
budget.

He said the lowest paid 
teachers are making mid-
$50,000 and the highest 
paid administrators are 
earning over $100,000. He 
said the average taxpayer in 
town earns $34,000 a year, 
and the average household 
$80,000.

“I can’t possibly ask for 
an override with those kind 
of numbers,” he said.

See NORTH BROOKFIELD, 
page 8

See OAKHAM, page 6

See BARRE, page 7

See IRELAND, page 7
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Barre Dining Center
BARRE — Elder Services of Worcester 

Area Nutrition Program welcomes guests 
to dine at the Barre Senior Center, 557 
South Barre Road. The following meals 
will be served for the week of March 24. 
Lunches are back at the senior center, 
but require a pre-sign up. Volunteers are 
needed at the Barre dining site. Volunteers 
are needed for Meals on Wheels (mileage 
reimbursement) and in the kitchen. People 
should contact 978-355-5027.    

MONDAY – Pork rib-i-que, barbeue 
sauce, mac n cheese, mixed vegetables, 
fresh fruit, sandwich roll

TUESDAY –  Beef with peppers and 
onions, Yokon gold potatoes, carrots, vanil-
la pudding, diet = vanilla pudding, sand-
wich roll

WEDNESDAY – Chicken vegetable stir 
fry, steamed white rice, green beans, fruit-
ed ambrosia, Italian bread

THURSDAY – Swedish meatballs, 
mashed potatoes. Scandinavian vegetables, 
birthday cake, diet - hal piece, marble rye 
bread

FRIDAY –  Fish with crumped topping, 
lemon seasoned rice, Tuscany stlye vegeta-
bles, pineapple, whole wheat bread

*Higher sodium entree Meal includes 
milk and margarine. Menus are subject to 
change. All meals are served at about 11:45 
a.m. each weekday. Reservations should 
be made the day before by calling 978-
355-5027 before 10:30 a.m. The donation 
of $3.00 per meal helps keep the program 
running.  

Lincoln program has date change
The Barre Congregational Church 

Women’s Fellowship hosts a program on 
Abraham Lincoln with former State Senator 
Stephen Brewer on Monday, April 14 at 7 
p.m. at the church, 30 Park St. Brewer will 
bring Lincoln to life through stories and his-
torical antidotes. People are invited to come 
early at 6:30 p.m. for light refreshments and 
conversation. Note: The date was changed to 
April 14 and will not be held on April 7 as 
stated last week’s Round Town. 

Community Friendship Supper
A Communi ty  F r i endsh ip  Dr ive 

Thru Supper sponsored by the Missions 
Committee will be held Thursday, March 
20 from 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Barre 
Congregational Church, 30 Park St. The 
menu is hot dog, beans and dessert. 

Sen. Durant and Rep. Berthiaume 
office hours

Staff from state Sen. Peter Durant’s office 
and state Rep. Donald Berthiaume office 
will be available to meet with constituents 
to assist with issue involving state agencies 
or to hear legislative ideas and concerns. 
As always, staff would be happy to set up 
meetings at another time with any constituent 
who needs assistance. Kim Mongeau (Ring), 
Communications Director office of Sen. Peter 
J. Durant Worcester and Hampshire District 
at 413-896-0794. Donna M. Farmer, Chief of 
Staff Rep. Donald Berthiaume fifth Worcester 
District at 774-402-4742. Office hours will 
be held at the Barre Senior Center, 557 South 
Barre Road, on Monday, April 14 at 11 a.m.

Food Pantry distribution
The next Barre Food Pantry distribu-

tion is on Thursday, March 20 from 5:30-
7 p.m. Clients will line up in their vehi-
cles on Park Street and proceed into the 
right hand (east) entrance driveway of the 
Barre  Congregational Church. They will 
remain in their cars. They’ll drive up and be 
checked in by a volunteer, then continue up 
to the church building where their groceries 
will be put into the trunk or wayback of their 
vehicle by volunteers at multiple stations. 
People should not arrive to volunteer with-
out first contacting Sonja Blaney at 978-
355-6921 or Chuck Radlo at 978-355-6463. 
Because conditions have been changing rap-
idly, please continue to check for updates 
on the Barre Food Pantry website by visit-
ing http://www.barrefoodbank.org/index.htm   
and the Barre Food Pantry Facebook page 
at https://www.facebook.com/Barre-Food-
Pantry-100156068300314/.

Country Hen Scholarship deadline 
is April 25

The Country Hen Scholarship Fund is 
now accepting applications for the 2025 
scholarship award. This annual scholarship 
provides a total of $1,000 to one or more 
Hubbardston students pursuing higher edu-
cation. Applicants must be a Hubbardston 
resident for at least three years, be a gradu-
ating high school senior planning to attend 
an accredited college or university and 
have demonstrated community involvement 
during their high school years. To apply, they 
should complete the online form and submit 
the required materials by Friday, April 25. 
Applications are available by visiting the 
town website at https://www.hubbardstonma.
gov and click on Country Hen Scholarship. 

Applicants must submit a completed and 
signed application form, an essay (maxi-
mum 1,000 words) describing community 
involvement during high school and how 
it prepared them for college or why they 
should be considered for the scholarship. 
For questions or additional information, 
they may contact the Hubbardston Select 
Board

Nomination papers
Nomination papers for the upcoming 

Annual Town Election  on Tuesday, June 10 
will be available beginning Tuesday, March 
18.The last day to obtain nomination papers 
from the Town Clerk’s office is Tuesday, 
April 22. Nomination papers may be picked 
up at the Town Clerk’s office during regu-
lar business hours Mondays from 8 a.m.-6 
p.m. and Tuesday through Thursday from 
8 a.m.-4 p.m. Town Offices have moved to 
48 Gardner Road. A minimum of 23 signa-
tures of registered voters in Hubbardston 
are required. Papers must be returned by 
5:00pm on Tuesday, April 22 at 5 p.m. 
People may call the Town Clerk’s office 
directly via phone at 978-928-1400, exten-
sion 202 or by emailing townclerk@hub-
bardstonma.gov.

Senior Center
The Hubbardston Senior Center, 7A Main 

St., events include: Bingo from 12:30-3 p.m. 
on Mondays; Knitting Group at 10 a.m. 
every Tuesday at 10 a.m. and WiiBowling 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. every Monday and 
Wednesday beginning at 8:30 a.m. Eggs 
may be picked up on Thursdays at 8:30 a.m. 
in the Senior Center. Cribbage is played on 
Thursdays from 1:30-3 p.m. Pitch is played 
the first and third Friday of the month at 
6:30 p.m. Art group meets every Friday at 9 
a.m.

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Farber & Lindley
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

56 Common Street, Barre

978-257-8389
Personal Injury

Automobile Accident
Slip and Fall

www.farberandlindley.com

Women Only
Defensive Handgun Classes

Now Enrolling Students
Defensive Handgun 1 (DH1)
Advanced Classes Offered
Also Co-ed Classes available 
for DH, Rifle, and Shotgun
Joe Picariello, Firearm Instructor
978-697-6654
wachusettfirearmstraining@yahoo.com

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

Woods Memorial Library  April events
BARRE – In today’s dig-

ital age, it’s more important 
than ever to understand the 
source of the news and how 
to assess its accuracy. 

Me lody  F r i eden tha l , 
Reference Librarian, will 
present an informative ses-
sion where participants will 
explore how to evaluate news 
sources and spot false claims 
in the media on Saturday, 
April 5 at 10:30 a.m. at the 

Woods Memorial Library, 19 
Pleasant St. This free pro-
gram will provide valuable 
tools to help determine if the 
information people are  con-
suming is reliable, complete 
and up-to-date,or if it is sim-
ply “fake news.” Online reg-
istration by visiting www.bar-
relibrary.org is requested, but 
not required. 

On Thursday, April 10 
at 6:00 p.m., the Honorable 

William J. Ritter, Associate 
Justice of the state Superior 
Court and member of the 
Massachuse t t s  Jud ic i a l 
Speakers Bureau, will visit 
Woods Memorial Library to 
give a talk titled, “Preserving 
the Rule of Law – Supporting 
and Protecting a Fair and 
Impartial Judiciary.” This pre-
sentation is free and open to 
the public; all are invited to 
attend.  

Barre/Hardwick Senior Center lists events
BARRE – The Barre/

Hardwick Senior Center, 557 
South Barre Road,  heads 
into their second month of 
the 2025 year long Stronger 
Together Initiative going 
strong. 

There are new partici-
pants coming to the Senior 
Center. The theme for April 
is Life Balance. Seniors will 
learn tips and trick on how to 
balance busy lives and stay 
organized. They will gain 
awareness of how much there 
is to balancing life and what 
resources can help them to 
make life better and avoid 
frustration, anxiety and feel-
ing overwhelmed.

The introductory work-
shop of the month takes 
place at the Senior Center 
two (2) times, Wednesday, 
April 2nd at 11:00 a.m. and 
Thursday, April 3 at 1 p.m. 
In this workshop participants 
will be introduced to the con-
cept of Life Balance and how 
that fits into our lives. They 

will gain insight and resourc-
es for balancing life no mat-
ter what stage they are in.

A reminder to everyone, 
one of the overarching mes-
sages every day at the Senior 
Center is “Join Us, and As 
Always, Bring a Friend.” The 
Council on Aging invites the 
“aging population, those 60 
years of age and over” from 
the towns and villages of 
Barre and Hardwick to come 
by the Senior Center and say 
hello. They ma stop by for 
a morning cup of coffee or 
join us for lunch, pick up a 
newsletter and a calendar of 
events.

Calendar Events for April: 
(These are in addition to the 
regularly scheduled very full 
calendar of activities) which 
can be found in the newslet-
ter at www.townofbarre.com/
coa

Thursday, April 10 at 8:30 
a.m. Deborah Stoodley from 
Fidelity Bank is offering a 
free Budgeting Workshop- 

how can we best manage our 
money. Each participant will 
receive a hardcover Budget 
Book to take home and use. 
Sign up at Senior Center 
Front Desk.

Thursday, April 17 at 9 
a.m. they will be sharing free 
tips and tricks for scheduling 
calendar and keeping oneself 
organized. Whether daily, 
weekly or monthly, our cal-
endars seem to get filled up 
fast, and that can be stress-
ful. Learn how we can prior-
itize to make life less stress-
ful. Sign up at Senior Center 
Front Desk.     

Tuesday, April 22 at 11 
a.m. Wendy Bolognesi, will 
be teaching Self-Applied 
Acupressure and at 12:30-
2:30 p.m. will be offering 
chair massage ($10/10 min-
utes). Sign up is required, 
limited space available.

Tuesday, April  29 at 
9 a.m. Jennifer Baker of 
RightSized Living will offer 
a presentation on downsizing 

and organizing whether for 
a move, or just to give you 
peace of mind. Free, sign up 
at Senior Center Front Desk.

All events are held at the 
Senior Center-557 South 
Barre Road, Barre. The 
theme for  May is the me-En-
vironment.

Maybe you know some-
one who has knowledge and 
skills that they could bring 
to a presentation or program, 
we would love to hear about 
it. People can reach out to 
Betty-Jo O’Brien at the 
Senior Center.

To keep up-to-date, follow 
us on Facebook at Barre MA 
Senior Center. People may 
call the Senior Center with 
any questions or to register 
for these events at978-355-
5004.

If anyone would like to 
help sponsor this Initiative, 
they may email the COA/
Senior Center Director, 
Betty-Jo O’Brien at coa@
townofbarre.com.

Gilbertville Public
Library lists 

upcoming events
GILBERTVILLE – The Gilbertville Public, 259 Main 

St., will hold a Pot of Gold story time on Thursday, March 
20 from 4-5 p.m. Children will find the leprechaun’s pot of 
gold and snacks. 

On Thursday, April 17 from 1-4 p.m. there will be an 
Easter bake sale and an Easter egg hune from 4-5 p.m. 
plus more.

Turley photo by Ellenor Downer
Last week, someone drained the water out of the ice rink on the Barre Common. The ice 
skating season lasted for a long period of time due to the cold weather. The ice rink now will 
be stored until next winter.

Spring arrives and goodbye to ice skating
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PUBLIC 
MEETINGS

BARRE
Quabbin Regional School District 
  Student Services Subcommittee – 
  March 20 at 5 p.m.
Select Board – March 20 and April 7
 at 6 p.m.
DPW Commission – March 20  and
 April 14 at 7 p..m.
Finance Committee – March 25, 
April 8 April 22, May 6 and May 20
 at 6:30 p.m.
250th Anniversary Committee – March
  25 and April 9 at 6:30 p.m.
Conservation Committee – March 25
 at 7 p.m.
9/11 Memorial Development Committee
 – March 26 at 5 p.m.
Cemetery Commission – March 27
 at 11 a.m. and at noon
Felton Field Commission – April 1
 at 6:30 p.m.
Planning Board – April 1 at 7 p.m.
Council on Aging – April 2 at 12:30 p.m.
Election Day – April 7 from 
8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Cable Advisory Committee – April 8
 at 7 p.m.
Barre Housing Authority –  April 10
 at 1 p.m.
Board of Health –  April 14 at 5 p.m.
Water Commission – April 14 at
 6:30 p.m. 

HARDWICK
Personnel Committee – March 24
 at 5 p.m. 
Finance Committee – March 24 at 6 p.m.
Planning Board – March 25 at 6:30 p.m.
Master Plan Steering Committee
 – March 27 at 6:30 p.m.
Council on Aging – April 2 at 12:30 p.m.
Board of Health – April 3 at 6:30 p.m.
Paige Library Trustees – April 3 at 7 p.m.
Gilbertville Public Library – April 9
 at 4 p.m.
Capital Planning Committee –
 May 19 at 3 p.m.

HUBBARDSTON
Planning Board – March 20 at 6:30 p.m.
Community Preservation Committee
 – March 24 at 7 p.m.
Board of Park Commissioners – April 9
 at 5:30 p.m.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
Post Owner/Architect/Contractor 
Meeting – March 20, March 27, April 3
, April 10 April 17 and April 24 at 4 p.m.
Board of Selectmen – March 25
 and April 8 at 6 p.m
Sen. Durand and Rep. Berthiaume Office
 Hour – April 9 at noon
Sewer Commissioners – April 14 a
t 4 p.m.
Planning Board – April 16 at 6 p.m.

OAKHAM
Board of Selectmen – March 31, April 14
 and April 28 at 6 p.m.
Planning Board – April 15 at 7 p.m.

PETERSHAM
Select Board – March 20, March 27, 
 April 3, April 10 April 24, May 1
 and May 8  at 5:30 p.m.
 Advisory Finance Committee –
 March 20 and March 27 at 6 p.m.
Board of Health – March 20 at 6 p.m.
Petersham School Committee – March
 26 at 6 p.m.
Open Space and Recreation Committee –
 April 1 at 6 p.m.
Conservation Commission – April 1
 at 7 p.m.
Board of Assessors – April 4 at 9 a.m. 
Cemetery Commission – April 8 at
 10 a..m.
Council on Aging – April 14 at 10 a.m.

RUTLAND
Events Committee – March 20 at 6 p.m.
Finance Committee – March 20 at 6 p.m.

Editorial deadline 
reminder

Deadline for e-mailed press releases is 
noon on Monday. Deadline for hard copy 
is noon on Friday. 

Corrections policy
The Barre Gazette will gladly correct factual errors that appear in 

this paper. Corrections or clarifications will always appear on Page 2. To  
request a orrection, send information to Editor Ellenor Downer at barre-
news@turley.com or call 978-355-4000. Corrections may also be requested 
in writing at Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

Senior pen pal letters ready for pickup
Senior pen pal letters from the Oakham 

Center School students will be ready for the 
seniors to pick up on Thursday March 20 after 
2:30 p.m. outside the back door of the library. 
Senior response letters are due back at the 
library on Thursday, April 3.

Lunch at Fire Station
On Friday, March 21 at 12.30 p.m. there 

will be a lunch at the Fire Station. The menu 
is pasta, meatballs, dessert and soft drinks. 
Seniors may sign up for the “Lunch at the 
Fire Station” in the main room of the Senior 
Center. If people can’t get to the Senior 
Center to make reservations or sign up  or for 
more information on offerings, they may call 
the Senior Center at 508-882-4073 and leave 
a message or email COA@Oakham-MA.gov.

Office hours Sen. Durant 
and Rep. Berthiaume

Staff from state Sen. Peter Durant’s office 
and state Rep. Donald Berthiaume office 
will be available to meet with constituents 
to assist with issue involving state agencies 
or to hear legislative ideas and concerns. As 
always, staff would be happy to set up meet-
ings at another time with any constituent 
who needs assistance. Kim Mongeau (Ring), 
Communications Director office of Sen. Peter 
J. Durant Worcester and Hampshire District 
at 413-896-0794. Donna M. Farmer, Chief of 
Staff Rep. Donald Berthiaume fifth Worcester 
District at 774-402-4742. Office hours will be 
held at the Oakham Town Hall  on Monday, 
April 14 at 12:15 p.m.

Oakham Senior Center  
Mondays through Thursdays 9 a.m. the 

walking group meets and Tuesdays through 
Thursdays at 11 a.m. at the Senior Center. On 
cold days, the walking groups will walk to 
tapes inside the Senior Center.

On Tuesdays from now to April 22 Yoga is 
held at 12.30 p.m. Tuesday, March 25 is the 
blood pressure/glucose testing from 11 a.m.-
noon. On Tuesday, March 25 Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program information 
will be available from 11 a.m. -1 p.m. All are 
welcome. There is no age restrictions.

Other activities include: Wednesdays 
Zumba Gold 9 a.m. in the Rutland Senior 
Center - $2 donation/class; Thursday, March 
13 Blood Pressure at 11 a.m.; Thursday, 
March 20 Serving Health Insurance Needs of 
Everyone from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. – reservations 
are required; Thursdays at noon weigh in – 
support weight loss group and 

Fridays Functional Fitness at 10.30 a.m. at 
the New Braintree Town Hall - $2 donation 
per class.

Hot lunches are offered at the Senior 
Center dining area Monday through Thursday 
at 11.30 a.m.  Reservations are needed at 
least two days in advance and can be made 
through the Congregate Meal Coordinator 
from 9 a.m.-2.15 p.m. by calling 508-882-
4072.

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

287 Main Street
Gardner

978-632-0241

WE SERVICE ALL
MAJOR BRAND

APPLIANCES
NAME BRAND

APPLIANCES & TV’S AT 
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PETERSHAM – Spring 
has sprung at the Petersham 
Art Center, 8 North St. On 
Sunday, April 6 from 4-6 
p.m, the Art Center will open 
its 2025 exhibition season 
with a public reception.  

All are welcome for a fes-
tive reception with the artists, 
refreshments and good cheer. 
“Welcome Spring! A Group 
Show” will fill the Barbara 
Ellis Gallery with a bouquet 
of spring themed artwork by 
thirteen area artists. Using 
a diverse range of mediums 
and styles, the artists invite 
viewers to share their expres-
sions of the changing season.

From Jane Duderstadt’s 
Petersham studio will come 
three never before exhibited 
cut and folded hand paint-
ed paper medleys sing-
ing the language of Spring 
through their exciting com-
binations of colors, textures, 
and shapes. Also working 
with paper is Princeton art-
ist Leonard Haug whose new 
Spring inspired mosaic piec-
es focus on feelings of joy 
and happiness. 

Looking back on a long 
career in the arts, partici-
pating painter Linda Paul 
Ganson, remembers tak-
ing her first art class at the 
Petersham Craft Center at the 
age of ten. For her, “Spring is 
a welcoming time of the year 
where plant forms emerge 
and develop into amazing 
blooms of color and intricate 
displays of nature’s wonder.” 

Two artists working with 
colored pencils are Ken 
Levine of Petersham and 
Mathilde Duffy of Barre. 
Ken is a lettering artist and 
found object framer who 
infuses his work with humor 
and irony. For Mathilde, the 
arrival of Spring inspires her 
to “appreciate the cycle of 
life and observe its intrica-
cies, patterns and designs.”

Art teacher Katie Walsh 
sees the reemerging colors 
and increased light this time 
of year as a welcome sign of 
Spring. Her manipulation of 
the season’s color, light, and 
form inspired the mixed-me-
dia piece “Reawakening” 
for the show. Susan Paju of 
Athol, another mixed-me-
dia artist, pays homage to 
patient over-wintering birds 
in “Finches.” “I cannot imag-
ine there is any creature more 
welcoming of Spring than 
our Winter songbirds.”

Janet Palin, a self-de-

scribed “painter of land-
scape using pastels since 
1996,” joins painters Tracey 
J. Maroni and Susan Pepper 
in drawing inspiration from 
nature and being outdoors. 
Watercolor artist Donna 
Eaton will present a trio of 
atmospheric scenes she’s 
found while meandering 
the cart-roads and woods of 
Central Massachusetts.

Oakham neighbors Elaine 
Griffith and Dena Hengst 
celebrate the transition from 
Winter into Spring as one of 
the most cherished times of 
the year. Visitors will enjoy 
Elaine’s themes of garden-
ing and listening to a brook 
babble. Dena’s paintings of 

water explore ice and snow 
giving way to warmth, 
growth and new life, “a time 
when light breaks through 
the darkness, colors return 
to the landscape, and water 
flows with new energy.” 
“Welcome Spring! A Group 
Show” is a joyful remind-
er that we have once again 
made it to SPRING!

The Petersham Art Center 
is a nonprofit organization 
offering classes, exhibits, 
and a retail fine art & hand-
made crafts shop. The cen-
ter is open Thursday through 
Sunday, from noon-4 p.m. 
The exhibition will remain 
on view through Sunday, 
April 27.

Art Center presents group show

Donna Eaton holds up one of her watercolors.

Submitted photos 

The Petersham Art Center invites the public to join 
artists for “Welcome Spring: A Group Show,” the 
first exhibition reception of the 2025 season.  Len 
Haug stands next to artwork he will exhibit.

RUTLAND –  The  Rut land 
Historical Society and the Rutland 
Cultural Council is hosting a special 
Performance of History at Play with 
Judith Kalaora delivering a dynamic 
performance highlighting, Challenger 
on Tuesday, April 8 at 7 p.m. in the 
Rutland Library, 280 Main St., lower 
level at 7 p.m.

The program pays homage to 
Christa McAuliffe, the United States’ 
Teacher in Space Program and the 
crew of the NASA space shuttle. They 

will journey through Christa’s life in 
this multimedia Immersive Living 
History Experience. Discover the true 
story behind the incredible educator, 
the American Pioneer and the interna-
tionally recognized heroine. 

Judith Kalaora is a professional 
educator, award-winning playwright, 
and living historian. 

This event is appropriate for all 
ages, is free and open to the public. 
Refreshments will follow the presen-
tation.

Historical Society presents
History at Play program

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

(508) 829-7333

1015 MAIN STREET, HOLDEN MASSACHUSETTS 01520

“CERTIFIED CONTACT LENS & EYEGLASS SPECIALISTS”

Compare Our
Prices, Service and Selection.

It's Worth the Trip!

COUPON
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Opinion

In Past Pages

The non-binding ques-
tion on the next town elec-
tion is whether or not the 
town should take acquisi-
tion of the land containing 
the dam. 

I am in favor of this and 
I can tell you why. If the 
state should remove the 
dam in order to return that 
section of the Prince River 
back to what it was in the 
1800s (just an extension 
of the Prince River)  as 
they have proposed, many 
of the low lying areas in 
Barre may be in danger of 
flooding, especially if we 
get one of those monsoon 
storms ‘like they got in the 
western part of the state and 
Vermont last year.’

When I bought my house 
in the plains 36 years ago, 
I was assured by many 
townspeople  that the Barre 
Falls dam would alleviate 
any worries of flooding. But 
only recently have I learned 
of another large dam out in 
the woods off Williamsville 

Road that was originally 
built to supply the old mills 
down in the Valley Road 
area. 

I am very concerned 
that without a dam to buf-
fer the water flow, we could 
see roads and bridges get 
washed out, along with 
flooding many residences 
all along the way. Another 
thing to consider is beavers, 
you can be sure they will 
rebuild new dams up there 
and who will be respon-
sible for overseeing that 
problem? One more reason 
I would like to see the res-
ervoir preserved is the East 
Quabbin Land Trust hiking 
trail that leads out to it, It’s 
like a hidden sanctuary out 
in the wilderness for wild-
life and people to enjoy. 
That’s why I say, let’s vote 
“YES” on the question to 
move ahead with the land 
acquisition. 

Sincerely, 
Paul Gardner

5 years (March 26, 2020)
O v e r  t w o  d o z e n 

Hubbardston residents and 
town officials attended a 
design public hearing to 
discuss the proposed high-
way reconstruction of Route 
68 from Elm and Brigham 
Streets to Curtis Recreation 
Field. MassDOT highway 
super intendent  Jonathan 
Gulliver and chief engineer 
Patricia A. Leaveworth, P.E. 
held a public hearing in the 
Slade Building Thursday, 
March 5. Gulliver said the 
$4.9 million project would 
receive 80% federal fund-
ing and 20% percent funding 
from MassDOT. The $4.9 mil-
lion did not include the cost 
for right of ways. He said the 
project following the hearing 
was ready to progress to the 
75% design phase. The design 
should be at 100% by early 
fall. The project once started 
would take about 15 months 
to complete.

In the midst of all the 
current bad news. North 
Brookfield Elementary School 
was recently given the excit-
ing news the school had 
been chosen to receive the 
Mass Reading Association 
Exemplary Reading Program 
award, an accolade given to 
only one school each years. 
“We are so excited and hon-
ored,” said NBES principal, 
Sarah Priestly. “While the 
award is not tied to any finan-
cial benefits directly, we hope 
that the recognition will make 
us eligible for grant opportu-
nities in the future. We an also 
offer to open our doors to vis-
iting districts that are interest-
ed in building strong literacy 
programs to their schools.”

They call it the “monthly 
miracle” and for many, this 
miracle has provided the 
food to keep families from 
going hungry. Normally a 

large group of selfless vol-
unteers are seen helping at 
the monthly distribution 
days and nights for the Barre 
Food Pantry. However, last 
Thursday evening at the Barre 
Congregational Church the 
helpers may have been few, 
but their contributions were 
enormous. With the closing 
of everything going or around 
the area and people being 
advised to stay home as much 
as possible, board members 
from the Barre Food Pantry 
completely understand and 
wanted to comply with the 
direction to the best of their 
ability. Thus, the reason for 
the limited volunteers, though 
people still need to eat and 
depend on their assistance. A 
drive-thru service seemed to 
be a perfect solution of com-
bat the complex situation and 
based on the results from last 
week, a big success.

10 years (March 26, 2015)
For a group of language 

students at Qiabbin Regional 
High School, Monday was 
a not a typical school day. 
Thirty French exchange stu-
dents shadowed their host 
family students to classes. 
Twenty-three language stu-
dents from Quabbin along 
with a student or two from 
North Brookfield High School 
will be traveling to France 
from April 14 to 27. While 
there, the students will stay 
part of the time with French 
students from Lycee Saint 
School in their homes.

People can support Cub 
Scouts and Boy Scouts and 
help themselves and the envi-
ronment at the same time by 
bringing old electronics to 
Electronics Recycling Day on 
Saturday, April 4 from 9 a.m.-
1 p.m. at Curtis Recreation 
Field, Route 68. Each item 
costs just $7 to recycle and the 
Scouts can accept a range of 

Look Back
Fishing Derby – 1993

File photo

Several youngsters and their parents line the 
banks of the pond at South Barre Rod and Gun 
Club for the fishing derby held las Saturday at 
South Barre Rod and Gun Club.

Letter to Editor
Reader supports
ballot question

I don’t know about you, 
but those first few warm-
er days do something to my 
brain. I begin to expect that 
we are in for nice weather all 
the time.  

It’s easy to start dreaming 
and scheming, but alas, we are 
not exactly on a fast track to 
summer just yet, nor should 
we be. There is much to enjoy 
about this time of year.  

Here are just a few of my 
favorite things about March.

First on the list is that 
my however-many-year-old 
Gerber daisy houseplant gave 
me a flower, with a couple 
more on the way. I had three 
of these plants last year. I gave 
a two away in one of my “less 
is more” moods.  

Do they bloom as well as 
they did when they were a 
year old? No, but that bright 
and cheery daisy in seashell 
pink was just the pick-me-up I 
needed last week.  

Soon, you will see Gerber 
daisies for sale in the grocery 
stores and plant nurseries. Try 
overwintering one in a bright 

but cool window next winter 
for your own dose of pre-
spring happiness.

After the size 10 footprint 
landed on the corner of my 
front border, in exactly the 
spot that I planted some tulip 
bulbs last fall, I made a fence 
out of apple tree prunings. 
What a fun March activity! 

I bent each long piece into 
a U shape and plunged the 
ends into the ground, starting 
the next one in the middle of 
the one prior. That outta keep 
my husband off the bulbs; I 
hope at least.  

Speaking of prunings, I 
have started to accumulate 

“pea brush.” I’ll be sowing 
pea seeds in the next few 
weeks, and although I typi-
cally plant the seeds right up 
against the garden’s fence, I 
am going to need more room 
this year, and these leftover 
prunings will be perfect for 
the tendrils to grab hold of.  

I make a wide bed the 
length of the garden row, 
insert the prunings in the mid-
dle of the row and plant pea 
seeds four deep up against the 
branches. In addition to my 
old stand by, shelling peas, I 
am going to be sowing sugar 
snap and snow peas.  

My first experience with 

sugar snap peas came from 
harvesting some pods while 
on a weekend getaway at bed 
and breakfast. It was a cool 
little place in southern New 
Hampshire where you could 
pick the vegetables from the 
kitchen garden and eat them 
for dinner.  

It’ll be fun to grow my 
own for fresh eating. 

“Pea brush” can also be 
used to support annual or 
perennial flowers that tend to 
have weak or floppy stems. 
The brush blends into the 
scenery a little better than 
stakes and twine, and it’s eas-
ily dismantled when the time 
comes.

My favorite March bulb is 
a harbinger of all harbingers, 
the Snowdrop (Galanthus 
nivalis).  Toughened points 
on the leaf tips make it possi-
ble for the snowdrop to push 
through the crusty soil of late 
winter.  

Two or three strappy leaves 
grow from each bulb; most 
often there is just one flower. 
You’ll notice three white outer 

petals first and upon closer 
inspection you’ll see green 
tipped inner petals.  

The flowers are held on the 
stem in a nodding fashion and 
in my experience they stay in 
bloom for upwards of three 
weeks. Reportedly they are 
well adapted for bees, at least 
those that are brave enough 
to venture out of the hive in 
search of pollen during the 
warmest days of late winter!   

Snowdrops will naturalize 
if happy, increasing in num-
bers both above and below 
the ground! Although we 
“deadhead” most bulbs, keep-
ing spent flower heads of 
this genus in place will allow 
seeds to ripen and new plants 
to form.  

It is interesting to observe 
the process of a snowdrop 
self-sowing. Once the flower 
has gone by a large seed will 
form; because of its weight, 
the stem will bend toward the 
ground dropping its ripe seed 

Vote Yes to repair
Old Reservoir Dam
By Robert Kane

On April 7, Barre resi-
dents will make crucial 
decision regarding the 
repair and upgrade of the 
dam at the Old Reservoir. 

The Select Board is 
seeking input  through 
a  n o n - b i n d i n g  q u e s -
t ion:   “Shall  the Town 
direct the Select Board 
to issue an opinion to the 
Massachusetts Office of 
Dam Safety that the Town 
intends to take possession 
of the Old Reservoir Dam 
in order to repair the dam to 
maintain the current water 
level of the Old Reservoir?”

There are many compel-
ling reasons to vote YES. 
The most important is 
that the Old Reservoir is a 
critical component of our 
town’s water supply. As 
groundwater levels decline 
due to over-extraction, 
droughts  and c l imate 
change, the reservoir could 
continue to provide essen-
tial backup to maintain 
the one and only ground-
water aquifer. This poten-
tial should be studied by a 
hydrologist before we just 
give it away. 

One argument against 
repairing the dam is, “Who 
cares?” This  assumes 
incorrectly that only home-
owners concerned about 
losing the recreational 
“pond” would benefit. 
This is far from the truth. 

While the Old Reservoir 
is already accessible via 
a public hiking trail, the 
dam repair project would 
require an access road, 
which could later allow all 
Barre residents to enjoy the 
space, whether for fishing, 
kayaking, or simply appre-
ciating its beauty. 

A landowner is even 
donating the right of way. 
The only costs involve one-
time legal fees to transfer 
ownership of the land to 
the town. It’s true that the 
group of people closest to 
the reservoir, who have 
grown up fishing and hunt-
ing there, are particularly 
passionate about preserv-
ing it. Over the past 175 
years, a thriving ecosystem 
has developed and the pond 
is home to various species 
of fish, including stocked 
trout from Templeton, bass, 
perch, horn pout, chain 
pickerel and several variet-
ies of native shiners. 

But this is not just about 
preserving a personal pas-
time or sentimental attach-
ment; it’s about something 
far more significant: our 
town’s water supply. The 
Old Reservoir could play 
a vital role in replenishing 
the Prince River aquifer, 
which supplies our town’s 
wells. The aquifer is being 

Grateful for the March garden

See GARDEN, page 5

See PAST PAGES, page 6
See SAVE THE DAM, 

page 5

Support 
the local
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that support
your local
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Let them know
you saw their 

ad in the

Barre
Gazette
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Serenity Hill Sampler
by Jane McCauley

This week has been quite 
the weather week.  

One day it was cold and 
the next day it was warm. 
Spring is coming, but it is 
struggling to get here.

I have spent several 
days raking and picking 
up branches from winter. 
First I try to get the gardens 
raked out as so many things 
are trying to come through 
the soil.  

I noticed snow drops and 
leaves of daffodils so far. 
My handyman has started 
to prune the fruit trees and 
the blueberry bushes. This 
is the time of year that they 
need to be done before the 
buds come out.  

A new light has been 
installed in the kitchen and 
now it is easier to see the 
stove and sink area. My 
helper can finally see to 
clean the area.

I have a penpal, who got 
my name from The Barre 
Gazette and this week she 
sent me three packages of 
flower seeds and several 
good recipes. Here is one 
I hope to try soon as I love 
beets.

SWEET AND SOUR 
BEETS

1 3/4 pounds whole fresh 
beets

1/2 cup sugar
1 tablespoon cornstarch
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/2 cup cider vinegar
2 tablespoon orange 

marmalade
1 tablespoon butter
Place beets in a large 

saucepan and cover with 
water. Bring to boil and 
reduce heat, cover and cook 

for 25 to 30 minutes or until 
tender.

Drain and cool slightly. 
Peel and quarter beets, keep 
warm.

In a large saucepan com-
bine the ingredients, except 
marmalade and butter, boil 
for one minute until thick-
ened. Add marmalade and 
butter until melted. Reduce 
heat to low and put in beets 
and heat through. Makes 6 
servings.

This and That
My late aunt had this in 

her high school yearbook 
and I thought it was good 
advice. The thing that goes 
the farthest toward making 
life worthwhile that costs 
the least and does the most 
is just a pleasant smile.  

Speaking of smiling. I 
needed help to reach some-
thing at the grocery store 
and I saw this tall man and 
asked him I need someone 
high. He said I am not on 
drugs. but I will be happy 
to help you. That brought a 
smile to both of us. I meant 
someone tall and forgot 
what high means in today’s 
world.

I was sorry to hear that a 
good friend of mine and of 
many others passed away. 
She was the late Elaine 
Edwards Rodecki, who 
used to live at the Morgan 
Farm, but later lived in 
Gardner. She was 92 years 
old and was a member of 
the Hubbardston Historical 
Society and the former 
Nonesuch Garden Club.  

Have a good week and 
take a day at a time. Life is 
too short.   

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Take heed
  5. One’s superior
  9. Prepped meat
 11. Tighten anew
 13. Type of textile 

fiber
 15. Animalistic
 16. When you hope to 

get somewhere
 17. Offender
 19. Former NYC 

mayor Ed
 21. Type of 

cryptocurrency
 22. Mauna __, 

Hawaiian volcano
 23. Herring-like fish
 25. Popular PBS 

program
 26. Congressman 

(abbr.)
 27. Flightless 

Australian birds
 29. Defrosted

 31. Prior Yankee 
sensation Kevin

 33. Nasal mucus
 34. Some are 

southern
 36. A place to 

construct
 38. Popular beer 

brand
 39. Shouts of farewell
 41. Network of nerves
 43. Make a mistake
 44. Showed old movie
 46. Body parts
 48. A divisor
 52. Congressional 

investigatory body
 53. Papers
 54. Most unnatural
 56. Judge the worth 

of something
 57. Makes sounds 

while sleeping
 58. Which
 59. Hungarian Violinist

CLUES DOWN
  1. Pages
  2. Head pain
  3. A loud utterance
  4. Large brown 

seaweed
  5. Hulu’s chef 

Carmine
  6. Greek mountain
  7. Made final
  8. Bar
  9. Tai subgroup
 10. What you eat
 11. Teaches again
 12. Small 

constellation
 14. Type of berry
 15. Cows fattened for 

meat
 18. A way to hoof it
 20. Exaggerated a 

role
 24. About two
 26. Long upholstered 

seat

 28. What employees 
earn

 30. Fiber from a 
coconut husk

 32. Digits
 34. Polish by rubbing
 35. Liquid body 

substances
 37. Furniture with 

open shelves
 38. Edible part of a 

chicken
 40. Satisfy
 42. Tool used to 

remove
 43. Icelandic poems
 45. Swiss village
 47. Drunks
 49. Evergreen plant 

genus
 50. Light precipitation
 51. Ribosomal 

ribonucleic acid
 55. An informal debt 

instrument

drawn down faster than it 
can recharge and climate 
change will only increase 
pressure on our water 
resources. Buying Quabbin 
water isn’t a solution, as 
surrounding town records 
show it would be far more 
costly than sourcing our 
own. Our aging water 
storage tanks that only 
hold about 500,000 gal-
lons combined are about 
half-way through their 
life expectancy. Repairing 
the dam could allow us to 
store up to 56 acre-feet of 
water, about 18.2 million 
gallons, that could sus-
tain our water needs. We 
have the potential capaci-
ty to store plenty of water 
into the future. Or throw it 
away. 

Some argue that the Old 
Reservoir is too far away 
to impact the municipal 
water supply or that per-
mitting will address these 
concerns once the dam 
is removed. However, 
MassDCR confirmed in 
a letter to a proponent of 
dam removal that they do 
not plan to conduct further 
analysis regarding poten-
tial impacts on municipal 
wells. This is a significant 
oversight. 

The aquifer that feeds 
our town’s wells spans 
eleven miles,  running 
downhill from Templeton, 
through the Old Reservoir, 
and to South Barre wells 
1 and 2. Templeton uses 
the same aquifer. The Old 
Reservoir is fed by under-
ground springs. When 
there’s excess water in the 
reservoir especially after 
heavy rains or snowmelt 
it seeps into the ground, 
recharging the aquifer. 

T h i s  r e p l e n i s h e d 
groundwater  gradual -
ly flows through under-
ground rock and soil lay-
ers, eventually reaching 
nearby wells, including 
those that supply our town. 
Without the reservoir or 
adequate surface water 
storage, the aquifer may 
not recharge effectively, 
leading to water shortages 
in town wells. The poten-
tial resource is already 
there, unless we choose to 

destroy it. 
B e y o n d  p r o v i d i n g 

water for residents, the 
reservoir also supports 
farms that rely on irriga-
tion, who benefit from a 
reliable water source and 
will suffer without it. The 
reservoir could serve as 
an emergency water sup-
ply for firefighting needs. 
A simple gravity-fed pipe 
system could be installed 
to provide water pressure 
for filling fire trucks in 
emergencies. 

T h o s e  w h o  a rg u e 
against  repair ing the 
dam, citing costs, have 
misled residents by over-
stating future expense. 
The state is offering to 
pay $1.5 million for the 
repairs ,  funding that 
won’t be available for-
ever and future mainte-
nance costs are minimal 
compared to the price 
of destroying this water 
resource. Estimate $400 
annually for inspections 
($2,000 every five years) 
and maintenance at most 
$7,500 to $10,000. Given 
the town’s broader oper-
ational expenses, these 
costs are insignificant. 

Furthermore, grants, 
fundraisers, and donations 
could significantly reduce 
the financial burden. The 
state’s offer of no-payback 
funding to repair the dam 
is a rare opportunity that 
we cannot afford to over-
look. If we fail to act now, 
the entire cost of repairing 
the dam and addressing the 
town’s water supply chal-
lenges could fall on the 
taxpayers of Barre. 

The preservation of the 
Old Reservoir, its dam and 
the Prince River aquifer is 
crucial to the future of our 
town. If we kept it, it could 
provide a reliable water 
supply, flood control, wild-
life habitat, recreational 
opportunities and agricul-
tural support. 

The costs of maintain-
ing the dam are minimal 
compared to the long-term 
benefits, and the opportu-
nity to repair it with state 
funding is too valuable to 
miss. We urge all residents 
of Barre to vote in favor 
of repairing and preserving 
the Old Reservoir dam. 

SAVE THE DAM,
continued from page 4

Sandhill cranes

I received an email from 
a Worthington resident, who 
saw two sandhill cranes on 
Sunday, March 16.

It was most likely was just 
a coincidence. However, the 
next day March 17, I spot-
ted a pair of sandhill cranes 
in my hayfield, a first ever 
sighting at that location. 

Several people report-
ed seeing sandhill cranes at 
various locations in town 
last year. There is a breeding 
pair, who successfully raised 
young, in nearby Hardwick.

The sandhill crane is 
a tall, 45,” gray, heron like 
bird. It has a dark red patch 
on its forehead and a black 
bill. Some of the feathers on 
the sandhill crane’s back are 
iron stained due possibly to 

preening from mud rich in 
that mineral.

Immature cranes are gray-
ish with more rust stained 
feathers. They keep this 
plumage for two years. The 
female sandhill crane lays 
one to three olive eggs with 
dark marks in a mound like 
nest of weeds, grasses and 
marsh like plants placed 
on the ground or in shal-
low water. They migrate in 
flocks, feed on agricultural 
fields and roost in the cen-
ter of shallow lakes or riv-
ers. They display courtship 
behavior of jumping off the 
ground during their migra-
tion. They feed on seeds, 
agricultural grains and small 
animals.

Common mergansers
I received reports of see-

ing common mergansers. 
My daughter saw common 
mergansers in Hardwick. 
A Hubbardston couple also 
saw common mergansers. 
A Brimfield resident, who 
sends bird reports on a regu-
lar basis, saw common mer-
gansers at a pond in Warren 
last week. There was a large 
section of open water. He 

also saw lots of mallard, 
Canada geese, a few black 
ducks and a hooded mergan-
ser.

Bald eagles
The Brimfield resident in 

an email on March 8 said, 
“Yesterday in Ludlow I vis-
ited an eagle’s nest on the 
bank of the Chicopee River. 
Eagles have nested in this 
area for over ten years with 
four different nest loca-
tions. I first found a nest 
across the Chicopee River in 
Springfield that was visible 
from Ludlow. Then the nest 
was on the Ludlow side of 
the river for one year. I lost 
track of the nest for a few 
years when it was in a tree 
that subsequently fell down. I 
was told about the fourth and 
current nest three years ago. 
If the bird on the nest is the 
female that has been nesting 
in this area and had at least 
one young two years ago she 
is banded and is twenty years 
old.”

Two of my grandchildren 
and I saw a mature bald eagle 
perched in a tree at the edge 
of my hayfield on Saturday, 
March 15. I stopped the 
car and my granddaughter, 
Lizzie, got out of the car to 
take a photo with her cell-
phone. I said the eagle will 
probably fly away. As she 
approached, the eagle turned 
its head to watch her. As she 
approached it bent down, 
opened its tail feathers dis-
playing the white feathers 
and then took off. She got a 
photo of its white tail. 

The Brimfield resident 
saw two bald eagles at a 
pond in Warren, an adult and 

an immature. The immature 
eagle flushed up some ducks 
while flying around the pond. 
On another day he saw four 
eagles, two adult and two 
immature. An Oakham res-
ident also saw a bald eagle 
recently.

Other birds 
The same person saw a 

great blue heron, hooded 
mergansers, three ringed 
bill gulls and a small flock 
of red-winged blackbirds. 
Earlier this month, he said, 
“Two fox sparrows showed 
in the afternoon, always 
nice to see them. A pair of 
blue birds are irregular vis-
itors as are sharp-shinned 
hawks. Last week an adult 
chased juncos into a quince 
bush without success. And 
this week an immature 
sharpie was in the yard for 
awhile.”

He said he takes in his 
feeders at night as bears 
should be out and about. 
He read an article that the 
skunk cabbage is up and is 
a sign that so are the bears. 
Black bears eat skunk cab-
bage leaves in the spring 
when they first emerge from 
the dens to “kick start” their 
digestive system. They also 
return to their favorite feed-
ing grounds, often back yard 
bird feeders.

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol .com 
or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005.

at a perfect distance from the 
mother plant.  

Under no circumstances 
should the foliage of a bulb be 
removed until it is brown and 
dry. It may not be the most 
beautiful to look at, but all the 
while that it is green it is mak-
ing and storing food for next 
year’s flowers.  

Enjoy these early days in 
and around the garden.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as 
well as flowers. Have a ques-
tion for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

GARDEN,
continued from page 4

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Paige Memorial Library lists events
H A R DWi C K  –  T h e 

Paige Memorial Library, 87 
Petersham Road, will host 
author Edward Orzechowski 
on Saturday, March 29 at 
1:30 p.m.  

Orzechowski will present 
his latest book “Becoming 
Darlene—The Story of 
Belchertown Patient #4952.” 
Darlene, the eighth of four-
teen children, was abused, 
neglected,  and sent  to 
Belchertown State School. 
Darlene was “Discharged 
from Placement” at age 17 
with no skills or training. 

Registration is requested by 
emailing Director.paigeli-
brary@gmail.com or calling 
413-477-6704.

The library has books 
and workshops for those 
interested in starting a 
hobby. Knitting for Adults 
meets on March Saturdays 
at 11 a.m., Paige Writers 
on alternate Tuesdays at 
3 p.m., Book Club on the 
third Wednesday at 2 p.m. 
and FUNdamentals of Art 
on Tuesdays at 6 p.m. There 
will be a workshop Pysanky 
egg dying on Tuesdays, 

April 1 and 8. People should 
call for more information or 
to register at 413-477-6704 
or email Director.paigeli-
brary@gmail.com.

On  Sa tu rday,  Apr i l 
12 from 10 a.m.-1 p.m., 
the Friends of the Paige 
Memorial Library open 
their Seed Library and bake 
sale. People may buy home 
baked goodies and choose 
some seeds for their gar-
den. They will learn tips on 
seed starting and growing 
with special guest Paulina 
Borrego, UMass Science 

and Engineering Librarian, 
Mass Aggie Seed Librarian, 
and the Common Seed pro-
gram teaching gardening 
and seed saving. Children 
can visit with the Easter 
Bunny and make a craft. For 
information, people may 
call 413-477-6704 or email 
Director.paigel ibrary@
gmail.com.

The l ibrary is  open 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 2-7 p.m., Wednesdays 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. and  
Saturdays from 9 a.m.-1 
p.m.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. ANSWERS ON PAGE 10 
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Public Notices
BARRE PLANNING BOARD

PUBLIC HEARING
The Barre Planning Board will 

hold a public hearing on Tues-
day, April 1, 2025 at 7:15 p.m. 
in the Henry Woods Municipal 
Building, 40 West Street, Boards’ 
Office, 3rd Floor, requested by 
Paul A. Johnson, property own-
er, for the keeping of horses with 
fencing and shelter on property 
located at 379 Town Farm Road, 
Assessors Map H, Lot 202 and 
recorded with the Worcester 
District Registry of Deeds Book 
35008, Page 0239.

All persons who wish to com-
ment on this matter should attend 
the hearing, or submit comments 
in writing prior to the hearing to 
the Planning Board.

Floyd Kelley
Chairman

03/20, 03/27/2025

PUBLIC AUCTION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

PURSUANT TO THE PROVI-
SIONS OF M.L.C. 225 SEC.39A 
THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES 
WILL BE SOLD ON March 
29, 2025 AT A SALE TO SAT-
ISFY OUR GARAGE LIEN 
THEREON  FOR TOWING & 
STORAGE CHARGES AND 
EXPENSES OF SALE AND 
NOTICE:  
2012 Ford Focus 
VIN 1FAHP3E23CL285540
2009 Dodge Journey 
VIN 3D4GH57V79T176875
2009 Scion xD  
VIN  JTKKU10449J048929
 2009 Saturn Outlook VIN 
5GZEV23D29J215953
2003 Toyota Highlander 
VIN JTEHF21A830129334
2006 Honda Pilot 

VIN 2HKYF18516H533557
2009 Honda Civic  
VIN 19XFA169X9E005035
1993 Toyota Corolla  
VIN 2T1AE09E2PC018052
1995 Toyota Corolla  
VIN 2T1AE04B9SC092977
2012 Dodge Charger  
VIN 2C3CDXBG5CH190239
2011 GMC Yukon XL  
VIN 1GKS2KE33BR163097
2008 Land Rover Range Rover 
Sport  
VIN SALSK254X8A149606
2008 Honda Civic 
VIN 2HGFA16578H310929
2006 Toyota Corolla 
VIN 2T1BR30E26C680431
2005 Honda Civic 
VIN 1HGEM22925L078868

The sale will be held at 
Early’s on Park Avenue

at 536 Park Ave., 
Worcester, MA  01603

03/13, 03/20, 03/27/2025

BARRE PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING

The Barre Planning Board will 
hold a public hearing on Tues-
day, April 1, 2025 at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Henry Woods Municipal 
Building, 40 West Street, Boards’ 
Office, 3rd Floor, Barre, MA re-
quested by Caruso Construction 
Corp. for a preliminary plan for a 
subdivision known as Piper Lane 
located at the gravel operation on 
South Barre Road, Assessor Map 
H, Lots 120 K, 120P, 120A and 
120Q.

Anyone wishing to comment 
on this matter should attend the 
hearing or submit comments in 
writing.  The plan can be viewed 
at the Boards’ Office, 3rd floor.

Floyd Kelley, Chairman 
03/20, 03/27/2025

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

electronics. All broken, used 
and outdated electronics are 
recycled or reused in accor-
dance with all local and state 
laws.

Debbie  Ennis  of  the 
Listening Wellness Center, 
35 South St., and an avid 
bicycle rider, offers a hand-
on health and wellness, 
program entitled “Wheels 
in Motion.” This six-week 
program is “geared towards 
children and their families, 
who could medically benefit 
from increased activity and 
nutritional counseling and/
or for children, who could 
use techniques improve their 
social skills.” The project 
has been a long time dream 
for Ennis and was something 
she wanted to do, but did not 
have the funds. She received 
$8,000 from Baystate Mary 
Lane Hospital through the 
Community Health Initiative 
Grant. She partnered with 
Worcester Earn a Bike, who 
will give the children a bike, 
helmet and water bottle. 
Parents can obtain a bicycle 
for themselves by donating 

five hours with Worcester 
Earn a Bike.

25 years (March 23, 2000)

Michael Kowal, captain 
of the Barre Emergency and 
Rescue Squad, bought a let-
ter before Barre Selectmen 
M o n d a y  n i g h t  d e t a i l -
ing Medicare’s allowable 
increase for the year 2000. 
The billing increase is across 
the board and two percent 
above 1999 rates. For exam-
ple, Basic Life Support 
Transport has been increased 
from $224.26 to $228.75. The 
board asked Kowal whether 
or not the increase fell with-
in the allowable rates for pri-
vate insurance carriers. He 
said a representative from 
the town’s billing service, 
Medicompts, Inc., indicat-
ed to him that most private 
insurances use Medicare rates 
a base for their own allowable 
charges.

A sign to commemorate 
the historical importance 
of Quork Walker to Barre 
and the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts stands high 
above the Welcome to Barre 
sign in the center of town. 

It reads,” Quork Walker – 
Nearby on James Street stood 
the home of Quork Walker, 
former slave, whose law suits 
resulted in the freeing of 
slaves in the Commonwealth 
in 1783.” The town seal is at 
the crest of this historic mark-
er, the third in series to be 
put up by the Barre Historical 
commission to document to 
landmark events in the town’s 
history.

Whether due to apa-
thy or satisfaction with the 
status quo, there is only on 
contest of the upcoming 
Hubbardston town election 
in May. The two men are 
Thomas Coyer of Brigham 
Street and Michael Walsh 
of  Williamsville Road. The 
only other new candidates 
are Susan Flagg, running 
unopposed for a one-year 
position on the Cemetery 
Commission, returning to 
to town offie aft a hiatus of 
several years and John Baird, 
running unopposed for a 
five-year term on the town’s 
Housing Authority. 

38 years (March 26, 1987)

Conserve Our Small Town 
has retained the services of 

Attorney John Mirick of 
Worcester to help them 
fight the state from putting 
a prison in New Braintree. 
Mirick will be filing a suit 
against the state Department 
of Capital Planning and 
Operations, said Steering 
Committee member Susan 
Reed.  Legal  Committee 
member John Brennan said 
Mirick came well recom-
mended. He said he was told 
Mirick was “a good choice” 
and “one of the best.”

With all the publicity on 
Girl Scouts of late, our faith-
ful Petersham historian said 
it was time to write about that 
subject as it pertains to the 
Hilltop Town – Petersham. 
The town can’t lay claim to a 
troop at present, but scouting 
has been around since 1935 
when the late Mrs. Corrine 
Babbitt got the first troop 
going. 

Oakham Clerk  Town 
Clerk Abby Dobson has 
announced that dog licenses 
are in and may be obtained 
during her office hours in the 
Town Hall on Monday eve-
nings. These licenses must be 
obtained by April 1. 

PAST PAGES
continued from page 4

Students learn about dating violence and relationships
Submitted Article

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– The month of February 
was Teen Dating Violence 
Awareness. 

The month is dedicated to 
increasing awareness about 
dating abuse within teenage 
relationships and the resourc-
es that are available for teen 
survivors. To support our 
students, North Brookfield 
High School worked with the 
Worcester County District 
Attorney’s office to provide 
assemblies and workshops 
around healthy peer relation-
ships and teen dating. 

Students discussed healthy 
relationships during their 
flex block classes during the 
month of February and then 
had assemblies with Hope 
Rudzinski from the Worcester 
County District Attorney’s 
office. Rudzinski spoke to the 
students about healthy peer 
relationships, teen dating vio-
lence, and resources available 
for all students. 

Principal John Diorio stat-
ed, “We want our students 
to understand that we want 

them to be safe in school and 
out of school. We don’t stop 
worrying about our students 

when the day ends. Students’ 
mental health and safety are 
a priority at North Brookfield 
High School.”

Then on Friday, Feb. 28, 
the high school girls attend-
ed a workshop on dating 
violence awareness and pre-
vention, sponsored by the 
Vanessa Marcotte Foundation. 
T h e  Va n e s s a  M a r c o t t e 
Foundation partners with 
organizations and schools to 
provide educational programs 
and self-defense classes that 
promote female empower-
ment and gender equity. 

The goal of the program 
is to reduce violence against 
women in our society. 

According to their website, 
“We’re achieving our goals 
by partnering with organiza-
tions that provide education-
al programs and mentorship 
opportunities to promote 
female empowerment and 
gender equality. We believe 
these efforts will ultimately 
help reduce violence against 
women in our society. We are 
just getting started! By join-
ing this important cause, we 
can work together to make a 

difference. And we know that 
Vanessa would want us to do 
so.” 

Female students in grades 
nine-12 participated in discus-
sions around dating violence 
prevention and healthy rela-
tionships before moving into 
self defence classes. 

“The students were real-
ly engaged in the work-
shop. It was great to see so 
many students participating 
in the workshop,” according 
to a NBHS Teacher Shelly 
Lacaire. 

Sarah Moshin,  NBHS 
junior, said, “It was very ben-
eficial, they were able to get 
their point across, while still 

making it an enjoyable expe-
rience. They covered a lot of 
topics and went through a lot 

of different scenarios.”
“I think they did a real-

ly, really good job of keep-
ing everybody engaged and 
actively taught us what to do 
in real life situations.” stat-
ed NBHS student Sophia 
Giangrande. 

The high school boys 
attended a presentation and 
fitness class with Anthony 
Bizzotto from Revive of the 
USA. According to Bizzotto, 
Revive of the USA is a non-
profit community outreach 
program that passionately col-
laborates with youth and adult 
substance-abuse recovery and 
mental health facilities, seam-
lessly integrating movement 
and nutrition as potent ther-
apies. 

I t  focuses on foster-
ing holistic well-being by 
unleashing the transformative 
power of physical empower-
ment for mental and emotion-
al health. 

Bizzotto shared his own 
journey as a high school and 
college student/athlete who 
struggled with substance 
abuse and how he was able 
to overcome his struggles. 
Bizzotto told the students to 
“Lean on your family. Lean 
on your friends. If you don’t 
have good support at home, 
find it somewhere else. Don’t 
forget, asking for help is not a 

weakness. It’s a superpower.” 
Bizzotto ended his talk by 

adding, “So here’s my chal-
lenge to you: Find a healthy 
outlet. Find movement. Find 
community. And never let 
life’s struggles take away 
your strength. Real freedom 
comes from helping others 
without expecting anything in 
return.” 

After he spoke to the stu-
dents he led them through a 
fitness routine that included 
sandbag pulls, boxing drills, 
and cardiovascular exercises.

According to Diorio, “This 
was an important event for 
our high school boys. We 
wanted to show them there 
are healthy ways to deal with 
their challenges.”

Student Brody Traska stat-
ed, “I learned a lot from the 
presentation by Mr. Bizzotto. 
It was very relatable and help-
ful.”

NBHS freshman Fran 
Cotter said, “I think the way 
he says things is just straight 
up, and it’s easier for kids 
who have been through stuff 
to understand and relate and 
talk to somebody who’s been 
through the same.”

Student Spencer Davis 
added, “I like how he was 
understanding and let people 
talk. Not that everything is 
ok, but the way he encour-
aged us helped a lot.”

All in all, it was a great 
day for the North Brookfield 
students.

Submitted Photos

Female students in grades nine-12 at North Brookfield High School participat-
ed in a dating violence awareness and prevention workshop with the Vanessa 
Marcotte Foundation and Worcester County District Attorney’s office.

Male students in grades nine-12 attended a presentation and fitness class with Anthony Bizzotto from 
Revive of the USA.

Self-defense techniques were put to use during the 
training.

increases, which had not 
been changed since 2014. 
Select Board Vice Chair 
Haapakoski recommended 
the Board take the fee pro-
posal under advisement. He 
said he believed a hearing 
must be held to change the 
fees. 

Wire Inspector budget
Wire Inspector Dennis 

Bergin said he added bat-

tery storage to his fee list 
and he eliminated the two 
designations of underground 
and overhead service for 
residential property to just a 
single designation. 

He also said the town 
never took their share of the 
electrical fee for the Barre 
Road Solar from his revolv-
ing fund. The total permit 
fee was $52,000 with about 
$47,000 the town’s share. 
The Select Board will place 
an article on the Annual 

Town Meeting warrant 
to move the town’s share 
of the fee from the Wire 
Inspector’s Revolving Fund 
to the town’s General Fund. 

Select Board Chair Lucy 
Tessnau said she believed 
this was the last of the 
budget meeting with town 
departments, officials and 
boards. 

One Stop Grant
Se lec t  Board  Cha i r 

Tessnau said she met with 
someone from One Stop 

Grants. The current grants 
were for economic devel-
opment and there were no 
grants that suited the town 
of Oakham at this time. She 
also said some grants would 
be available for bridge repair 
in the future. Highway 
Superintendent  Patr ick 
Mardirosian told the board 
the bridge on Robinson 
Road needed repairs so that 
might be a possible source 
for the repairs other than 
Chapter 90 money.

OAKHAM
continued from page 1

announcements
birthbirth

This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and signifi cant anniversary announcements free of charge.
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information.

www.turley.com
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LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY
Shipping Can Be Arranged • Rentals Available

413-544-9027 • 1-800-232-6132
1292 Park Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Mon.-Fri. 6:30am-4pm • Sat. 7am-Noon

Park Saw Shop
5 PLUMBING & HEATING

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING NEEDS
SIZEABLE REBATES MAY BE AVAILABLE TO YOU

CALL US TO DISCUSS HEATING EQUIPMENT UPGRADES
www.becplumbing.com

Warren, MA 413-436-0076        Ware, MA 413-967-0076

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

4 HEATING OIL & A/CThree (3) Spot Colors Version
PANTONE Blue 072 C          PANTONE 278 C          PANTONE 485 C          PANTONE 485 C @70%

• FUEL • SERVICE 24/7
• INSTALLATION • AIR CONDITIONING

508•867•7447 • ShermanOil.com
CHECK YOUR A/C TODAY & BEAT THE HEAT!

2 INSURANCE

BUSINESS • AUTO • HOME • LIFE
Insurance AgencyMOULTON

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

Ware
143 West Street
413-967-3327

Belchertown
45 N. Main Street
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com

4

2

5 3

YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

RELIABLERELIABLE
DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

3 PAINTING & PAPERING

SABLACK
PAINTING & PAPERING

Professional Workmanship
Interior & Exterior • Residential & Commercial

PaPer Hanging • Drywall Service • ceramic Tile

Free eSTimaTeS • Fully inSureD

Warren, MA        (508) 868-7312

        HOME, YARD, GARAGE6

For All Your Yard, Garden & Garage Needs
Become A Member & Save Money!

Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031
413-477-6913 • www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM; Sat 8AM-4PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

6

1

1 SWIMMING POOLS
108 Main St. 
(Rt. 32)
South Barre
508-882-3913
978-355-6465

VACATION IN YOUR BACKYARD
Two Types of In-Ground/Above Ground Pools

In-Ground Liner Replacements • Heaters
Service • Chemicals & Supplies • Water Testing
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Betty-Jo O’Brien. A free 
Information Fair is planned 
for Wednesday, April 23 at 
10 a.m. at the Barre Senior 
Center. She also said she con-
tinued to work on the Fiscal 
2026 budget.

Insurance Advisory 
Committee

T r e a s u r e r / C o l l e c t o r 
Jake Voelker and part of 
the Insurance Advisory 
Committee said the union 
representative recommend-

ed not switching insurance 
plans. Voelker recommend-
ed the Select Board accept 
the third option and proposed 
insurance increase from 
Massachusetts Interlocal 
Insurance Association and a 
$250 deductible plan from 
Network Blue Northeast for 
employees that wanted to 
lower their insurance costs. 
The Select Board approved 
option 3 and the rate increase 
from MIIA and the proposed 
deductible plan.

DPW equipment
Department of Public 

Wo r k s  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Timothy Batchelor said his 
department has two loaders, 
aged 22 and 26 years. Both 
had considerable rot. He said 
the DPW needed to upgrade 
this important piece of equip-
ment, which is used on a 
daily basis. A purchase lease 
agreement offered in a new 
program would use $60,000 
per year from Chapter 90 
funds for a five year lease and 
at the end of the five years 
the town would buy it.The 
John Deere loader cost was 
$299,581 and on the state 

bid list. The Select Board 
approved the motion. 

The Select Board also 
a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  D P W 
Superintendent to seek the 
exact cost of a one-ton Ford 
F600 pickup truck on the 
state bid list. He would have 
the exact cost for the next 
DPW/Select Board meeting.

Ware River Watershed 
access

The Select Board read a 
draft letter to the Department 
o f  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d 
Recreation Commissioner 
seeking to keep open and 

allow vehicle access to 
Reuben Walker Road and 
Prison Camp Roads. The let-
ter said senior citizen’s and 
disabled people’s only access 
to watershed land was vehi-
cle access. Closing off that 
access would curtail the use 
of a large segment of the 
population. Mike Wood, 
Barre’s representative on 
the Ware River Watershed 
Committee, read the draft and 
approved it. The Board voted 
to send the letter to the DCR 
Commissioner. Woods said 
the towns of Hubbardston, 

Oakham and Rutland, who 
have watershed property like 
Barre, would also be sending 
letters.

Other business
The Select Board accept-

ed the resignation of Claire 
Adomaitis from the Council 
on Aging with regret. They 
appointed Mike Wood to the 
Town Common Oversight 
Committee and a wage autho-
rization of Step 7 of $37.87 
per hour for Chief Water 
Operator. The Select Board 
voted to go into Executive 
Session for negotiations.

BARRE
continued from page 1

turnouts we’ve had,” said 
Julie Bullock, Director of 
the Paige Memorial Library. 

Tincknell has been per-
forming for children, fami-
lies, and seniors in the U.S., 
Canada and Europe for 
over 45 years. “Ireland to 
America” is one of many of 
his most requested programs 
for seniors. There were 
various age groups who 
attended the program at the 
Hardwick Town House and 
the program included audi-
ence participation. 

For some musical num-
bers, Tincknell invited sev-
eral kids of various ages 
to do a dance to one of his 
songs. The performance was 
very much adored by the 
audience and the kids had a 
lot of fun. 

“He was excellent at 
revamping his program to 

accommodate the children 
in the audience,” Bullock 
said. 

The instruments played 
by Tincknell included guitar, 
banjo, mandolin, Irish bou-

zouki, and the Irish bodhran, 
which is a type of drum. 
One of the unique instru-
ments Tincknell brought out 
was a wooden figurine, a 
limberjack man. 

“Ireland to America” 
is a popular program that 
Tincknell has been offering 
for the last 10 years, and it 
certainly brought a lot of joy 
in time for St. Patrick’s Day.

IRELAND
continued from page 1

The program was supported in part by a grant from the Hardwick-New 
Braintree Cultural Council. Roger Tincknell is shown playing on his guitar.

Children danced while Roger Tincknell played one 
of his instruments. 
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Where is this?

Turley Publications Photo by Ellenor Downer

This week’s mystery photo is from Rutland. If any readers know where 
this photo was taken, they may email edowner@turley.com or call the 
Barre Gazette at 413-967-3505, extension 100 with their answer by noon 
on Monday, March 24. Bill Bowles, Stephen Craven, Doreen Elliot, Evelyn 
Luukko and Phil Warbasse correctly identified the photo. The photo last 
week was taken of the Petersham Orthodox Congregational Church, 21 
North St., Petersham.

SATURDAY, MARCH 22

ANTIQUES ROADSHOW will take place 
today from 1-3 p.m. at the New Braintree 
Historical Society Museum, 10 Utley Road, 
New Braintree. People will bring an item or 
two of choice. No jewelry will be appraised. 
Renown appraiser and auctioneer Kenneth 
Van Blarcom from South Natick will conduct 
an individual appraisal and history of the 
item. Cost per appraisal is $5. Refreshment 
will be served. People may call 508-867-3324 
for more information.

APPLE TREE PRUNING at Frohloff 
Farm, 250 Church St., Ware and sponsored 
by East Quabbin Land Trust will take place 
today starting at 9 a.m. Participants will 
spend the morning pruning eight old apple 
trees. They should bring their hand saw, lop-
pers and gloves. Dave and Tom will guide 
helpers in how to determine what to prune to 
bring these trees back into better production. 
There will be snacks and water. RSVP to 
chenshaw@eqlt.org.

GAME NIGHT AND POTLUCK with 
team crossword followed by team trivia will 
take place today from 4:30-6:30 p.m. at East 
Quabbin Land Trust’s office, 120 Ridge 
Road, Hardwick. The program will start off 
with a team crossword followed by team triv-
ia. The themes for the evening will include 
local history, conservation, recreation and 
the environment. EQLT has a crack team 
working on the puzzles and trivia questions. 
Participants should bring a snack or dish to 
share along with their thinking cap and sense 
of humor. They should RSVP by Wednesday, 
March 19 by emailing atrevvett@eqlt.org.

SUNDAY, MARCH 23

ELAINE GRIFFITH OF HERBAL 
ANSWERS will present “Herbal Answers 
for Common Health Issues” today on 2 p.m. 
at New Braintree Town Hall. Friends of the 
New Braintree Library hosts the program. 
Elaine has over 50 years experience using 
and helping others use holistic medicine. 
She will share her knowledge of how to use 
herbs, vitamins and other foods to deal with 
life’s unexpected moments and inevitable 
annoyances. This program is funded by the 
Hardwick/New Braintree Cultural Council, a 
local agency which is supported by the Mass 
Cultural Council, a state agency. This pro-
gram is free and open to the public.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26 BROWN 
BAG CONCERT will be held today with 
show time at noon at Mechanics Hall, 321 

Main St., Worcester. These free concerts open 
to the public are supported by a grant from 
the Worcester Cultural Council, a local agen-
cy which is supported by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council. Today’s concert features 
Jazz Streams contemporary jazz today. Doors 
open at 11:30 a.m.

SUNDAY, MARCH 30

PIONEER VALLEY BRASS will per-
form at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Cross 
Street, Gardner today at 1 p.m.. This will be 
the 814th vespers program sponsored by the 
First Universalist Parish of North Dana. The 
Pioneer Valley Brass is a group of talent-
ed musicians from throughout the area, and 
has been performing for over 40 years with 
various membership. Dick Tandy and Steve 
Babineau play trumpet, Tabatha Greelees 
plays horn, Dana Tandy performs on trom-
bone and Susan Lemei is featured on tuba.  
These musicians have performed and are well 
known throughout the region. People may 
call Music Coordinator Maureen Riendeau 

at 978-413-6867 for information about First 
Universalist Parish of North Dana or  to 
schedule a vespers program.

C4R SPRING KICK OFF EVENT will 
take place today from 2-4 p.m. at the Palmer 
Historical Cultural Center, 2072 Main St., 
Three Rivers. People will come to discover 
details of their plans and how they can par-
ticipate including water quality sampling, 
river restoration/clean ups, new Blue Trail 
plans at lower Quaboag, establishing trail 
crews and more. C4R’s focus is to Care 4 
Rivers in the Chicopee basin. The four rivers 
are: Chicopee,Swift, Ware and Quaboag. The 
group sponsors paddling trails, water quality 
monitoring and some restoration. There is 
more to be done with added collaborative 
leaders. If people are interested in either help-
ing or attending this event, they should email 
Keith at chicopewatershed@gmail.com.

SATURDAY, APRIL 5

PROGRAM ON REAL OR FAKE NEWS 

will be presented by Melody Friedenthal, 
Reference Librarian, at  the Woods 
Memorial Library 19 Pleasant St., Barre 
today at 10:30 a.m. In today’s digital age, 
it’s more important than ever to understand 
the source of the news and how to assess its 
accuracy. 

Participants will explore how to evaluate 
news sources and spot false claims. This 
free program will provide valuable tools to 
help determine if the information people are  
consuming is reliable, complete and up-to-
date,or if it is simply “fake news.” Online 
registration by visiting www.barrelibrary.
org is requested, but not required.

TUESDAY, APRIL 8

HISTORY AT PLAY WITH JUDITH 
KALAORA will deliver today at 7 p.m. 
in the Rutland Public Library, 280 Main 
St., Rutlland (llower level), a dynamic 
performance highlighting, Challenge: This 
pays homage to Christa McAuliffe, the 
United States’ Teacher in Space Program 
and the crew of the NASA space shuttle. 
Participants will journey through Christa’s 
life in this multimedia Immersive Living 
History Experience. Discover the true 
story behind the incredible educator, the 
American Pioneer and the international-
ly recognized heroine. Judith Kalaora is 
a professional educator, award-winning 
playwright, and living historian. This 
event sponsored by the Rutland Historical 
Society and Cultural Council is appro-
priate for all ages, is free and open to the 
public. Refreshments will follow the pre-
sentation.

Calendar Policy
POLICY: Our calendar section is 

intended to promote “free” events or 
ones hat directly affect a volunteer-driv-
en organization that benefits the com-
munity. Paid events that are not deemed 
fund-raisers or benefits do not qualify. 
Non-charitable events that charge the 
public to enter are not allowed as we 
consider that paid advertising. The dead-
line to submit calendar items in the mail, 
by fax, or emailed in Word document 
format is Monday at noon or sooner. 
We usually print one week in advance 
of an event, and the listings should be 
brief, with only time, date, location, brief 
activity explanation and contact informa-
tion. 

THE BARRE GAZETTE

Contact Dan Flynn to reserve your space today
413.297.5886 or dflynn@turley.com

56 Common Street, Barre • 978-257-8389

FARBER & LINDLEY
Attorneys-At-Law

Personal Injury
Automobile Accident

Civil Litigation
Landlord / Tenant

www.farberandlindley.comm

1158 Main Street, Holden • 508 829-4434

For online information visit our website:

www.milesfuneralhome.com

COMMITMENT & RESPONSIBILITY

For over 125 years, Miles Funeral Home has been committed to 

providing the highest standards of funeral service with a comfortable 

and supportive environment to each family we serve. 

“It is our responsibility to listen closely to each family in order to assist 

everyone in experiencing their loss and participating in the design of 

the funeral. As each person becomes more involved, the opportunity 

to create a personalized service is enhanced, which results in a more 

meaningful and emotionally-supportive experience. All details with the 

funeral are attended to with diligence and sensitivity.”

ADVANCE PLANNING:

Pre-arrangement is the act of planning a funeral service prior to 

the time it is needed. Today, more people are recognizing that 

planning ahead provides peace of mind and demonstrates love and 

consideration for their family. Knowing that many decisions have 

already been made ensures that your family won’t have this 

emotional task at the most difficult time. With proper planning, 

a funeral can be a time to grieve, to share and to remember.

RichaRd Mansfield and Ricky Mansfield, diRectoRs

BARRE – Farber and Lindley LLC 

has opened a new location on Common 

Street and there you will find attorneys 

and partners ready to help and serve the 

community. 
Carl Lindley and his partner, Law-

rence Farber, began the business in 

2015 and on Jan. 1 of this year, moved 

to open a location on Common Street in 

Barre. 
“My favorite part about working 

with the firm is working with the other 

attorneys and support staff. We’ve got a 

very good team here that works to help 

solve our client’s problems,” Lindley 

said.
Lindley has a background in insur-

ance defense work and personal injury 

experience including auto accidents, 

dog bites and slips or falls. 

“I represent clients and I oversee 

the other attorneys in the firm and pro-

vide them with guidance on the cases, 

as well as running the day-to-day busi-

ness of the firm,” Lindley explained. 

The firm is open Monday through 

Friday from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. and there you 

can speak to a representative and find 

the help you need. 

You can find more information by 

visiting their website farberandlindley.

com and request a consultation, read re-

views and find an attorney to represent 

and help you according to what you 

need.
“It’s fun to advocate for your cli-

ent,” Lindley said. “I want the com-

munity to know that here in Barre we 

provide quality advice and counsel for 

businesses, personal injury victims and 

landlords. We are here to serve them in 

those capacities.” 

HOLDEN/STER-

LING - Miles Funeral 

Directors are full ser-

vice, locally-owned fu-

neral homes located in 

Holden and Sterling. We 

have been serving fami-

lies from the Wachusett, 

Quabbin, Worcester and 

all of Worcester County 

for over 125 years. At 

Miles we take great pride 

in what we do. Our pur-

pose is to:
- Help families make

well-planned prepara-

tions in their time of need

- Provide a peaceful

and soothing environ-

ment where people can 

gather to honor and cel-

ebrate the life of a loved 

one
- Preserve long-

standing traditions and 

customs
- Offer personalized

and affordable services 

and products; and
- Reach out to the

greater community.
Our first and foremost goal is cus-

tomer service to you and your family 

during your time of need. We 

believe that the success of 

any business requires dedica-

tion and professionalism. At 

Miles it also requires a great 

deal of kindness, compassion 

and attention to detail. You’ll 

find these qualities in each 

and every member of our car-

ing and supportive staff. Our 

reputation for honesty and in-

tegrity are imperative and our 

most valuable assets.
Our services include: 

traditional funerals, personal-

ized funerals, memorial and 

graveside services, various 

cremation options, celebra-

tions of life, advance plan-

ning and military honors for 

our U.S. veterans. Miles is 

owned and operated by Rich-

ard S. Mansfield and Ricky 

Mansfield. We are available 

day or night at 508-829-

4434, 800-983-4434 to an-

swer any questions you may 

have. Visit us at www.miles-

funeralhome.com or on Face 

book. Miles was recently 

honored as the “Best of Central Mass 

Funeral Home” by a poll conducted by 

the Worcester Telegram.

Carl Lindley

Farber and Lindley LLC

Richard S. Mansfield

owns and operates 
Miles Funeral

Directors.

Ricky Mansfield, 
director

Miles Funeral Directors

• Business profile - 250 words
• Photo - yourself, employees or building
• Advertisement - 3 column x 6"

ALL FOR ONLY $275
This special section will run in the

April 10th issue of the Barre Gazette.

Ad deadline: March 26, 2025
Quarter page ad with story (4.75"x6") $275

Half page ad with story (9.75"x6") $460
Full page ad with story (9.75"x13") $650

–  A  T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  –
WWW.TURLEY.COM

is offering our local businesses an opportunity 
to advertise at a reduced rate!

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

a sign for the Boston Public 
Library, where he goes to 
seek warmth and informa-
tion.

“The library was my ref-
uge. My best place,” Cohen 
said.

Raised by a couple of avid 
readers, Cohen began fully 
reading books by kindergar-
ten and recalled that Meg 
from “A Wrinkle in Time” 
was a character she was very 
drawn to. 

Cohen described the char-
acter of Meg as her friend, 
but added that her own char-
acters that she has created 
tend to fight her all of the 
time. She said she “eaves-
drops” on her characters hav-
ing interactions to capture 
their authentic identity.

Cohen noted that her char-

acters are not heroes, but 
rather people, with flaws like 
anyone else. This novel has 
even included the addition of 
an animal character.

Poplar the dog, showed 
up in “Litany for a Broken 
World” rather unexpectedly, 
and was not part of the orig-
inal story.

“She’s my favorite charac-
ter,” Cohen said. “I’ve had a 
lot of dogs in my life.”

Cohen said she kept trying 
to make this novel simpler, 
but ended up with almost 
10 different points of views 
being shared throughout the 
novel. 

“Sometimes you just have 
to finally let the story read 
how it wants to read,” she 
said.

Cohen incorporates sci-
ence and facts in her writ-
ing, to give it more depth and 
realism.

“They say that every fic-
tion writer can use the ele-
ment of ‘hand waveium’…I 
try to limit my making things 
up whole cloth,” she said. 

Cohen credited her team 
with giving her the support 
she needs to bring her sto-
ries to life, including her 
editor Karen Conlin, cover 
artist Chris Howard. She also 
thanked her husband, Neil, 
who always reads her first 
drafts.

“It’s important to have a 
good team,” she said. 

Cohen said she orig-
inally intended “Litany for 
a Broken World” to be a 
standalone novel, but now it 
is the first in a trilogy with 
the second book, “Every 
Sky a Stranger” due out next 
February, followed by the 
third book, “Compass for the 
Lost”. 

“This was a hard book,” 
Cohen said. “It took a lot out 
of me…I’m also really glad I 
wrote it.”

“Litany for a Broken 
World” and Cohen’s other 
novels are available in both 
print and eBook. Books can 
be ordered through Amazon 
or bookshop.org, or ordered 
from any independent books 
store. 

For more information 
about Cohen and her work, 
visit ljcohen.net. 

AUTHOR,
continued from page 1

Staffing 
“All of our other depart-

ments are sorely under-
staffed,” Petraitis said. 

This includes the town 
adminis t ra tor  posi t ion, 
recently vacated by Michael 
Szlosek, the town’s first ever 
town administrator.

“We are currently looking 
for a town administrator,” he 
said. “In theory, it [the posi-
tion] will pay for itself if we 
can find the right fit. 

Cur ren t ly,  the  town 
administrator’s salary is 
funded by money set aside 
from the American Rescue 
Plan Act. Petraitis said 
this money should cover 
two more years of salary, 
depending on salary negoti-
ations with the next candi-
date. 

Petraitis said the town 
has seen some turnover in 
the Highway Department, 
and has recently hired a 
new superintendent. He said 
there are some vacancies in 
the department and poten-

tial candidates will be inter-
viewed to fill them.

He addressed allega-
tions made on social media, 
noting that no formal com-
plaints have been made to 
the town. These allegations 
“don’t allow for a discus-
sion,” he said.

“It doesn’t allow for the 
back and forth you can solve 
a problem with. You don’t 
have both sides of the story. 
You don’t have the facts. It’s 
all hearsay,” Petraitis said.

Water and sewer depart-
ments

Petraitis said the town 
is also looking to hire 
more staff in the Sewer 
Department. 

“Our sewer and water 
superintendents are fantas-
tic,” he said. “They are doing 
the best job they can pos-
sibly do under the circum-
stances.”

Petraitis said the recent 
upgrades to the wastewater 
treatment plant were man-
dated by the Environmental 
Protection Agency, and not 
something the town could 
delay. 

“It was something the 
EPA felt was necessary,” he 
said. 

Annual town election
Petraitis said there are 

two positions on the Board 
of Selectmen up for the 
annual town election, one 
three-year term currently 
held by Elizabeth “Brooke” 
Canada and an unexpired 
two-year term vacated by 
Vaughn Schlegel. 

Canada is not seeking 
re-election this term. 

Both Jamie Gilman and 
John Tripp have returned 

papers for the three-year 
term and Ralph Kay has 
returned papers for the unex-
pired two-year term. 

The annual town elec-
tion will be held on the first 
Monday in May.

Petraitis said it can be dif-
ficult for people to take out 
papers for the annual town 
election, partly due to com-
ments on social media that 
target elected officials.

“They don’t want to deal 
with the vitriol of being 
involved,” he said. 

 

NORTH BROOKFIELD,
continued from page 1
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Hall of Fame names
senior all-stars

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame announced the team 
rosters for the 2025 Western 
Massachusetts Senior High 
School All-Star Games. On 
Thursday, March 20, the Hall 
of Fame will host the 2025 
All-Star event on the Jerry 
Colangelo Court of Dreams 
at the Hall of Fame. A total of 
60 players were selected from 
different divisions within the 
region to participate in three 
games that will showcase the 
top seniors in their final high 
school contest. 

“We are proud to host 
the top high school basket-
ball players from Western 
Massachusetts at our 14th 
annual All-Star celebration 
at the Basketball Hall of 
Fame,” said John L. Doleva, 
President and CEO of the 
Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame. “Residents of Western 
Mass. are encouraged to join 
us as we honor these excep-
tional seniors as they play 
the final game of their high 
school careers.” 

A committee of local 
coaches and media members 
who represent each division 

Turley photo by Gregory A. Scibelli

Mahar’s Jayden Delgado was named to this year’s 
Senior All-Star Game.

GARDNER – Quabbin 
Regional High School par-
ticipates in one co-op pro-
gram during the winter 
months, sending some play-
ers to football rival Gardner 
High School for ice hockey. 

This year’s team was 
able to make the state 
tournament with a 10-8-1 
record, securing the No. 24 

seed in the Division 4 State 
Tournament. 

The  Wildcats  faced 
North  Reading in  the 
Round of 32 on Feb. 25 
out in Eastern Mass. North 
Reading, however, had too 
much offense on its side 
and defeated the co-op 7-2 
in that matchup. Gardner’s 
season ended at 10-9-1.

Hockey co-op makes 
state tournament

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Gardner had 
a season that 
ended in
 the state 
tournament.

Aiden Lapointe repre-
sented Quabbin on the 
Gardner co-op hockey 
team.

Cullan White also represented the Panthers end 
of the co-op.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW- More than 
3,400 high school soccer 
players from throughout 
Western Massachusetts have 
been honored at the Lusitano 
Alumni and Fans (LAF) 
Awards Banquet during the 
past 35 years.

Because of the COVID 
19 pandemic, the soccer ban-
quet has been a lot smaller, 
but it’s always a very special 
event.

Six scholarship winners 
were honored at this year’s 
LAF banquet, which was 
held at the Gremio Lusitano 
Club in Ludlow on March 9. 

The six award recipients 
are Thomas Wadas (Ludlow 
High School), Gabriella 
F ia lho  (Pope  F ranc i s /
Ludlow), Samantha Lowe 
(Pathfinder Tech), Kylee 
Gamache (Franklin County 
Tech), Kennady Marino 
(East Longmeadow High 
School), and Burke Warchol 
(Longmeadow High School). 

Wadas, who’s ranked sev-
enth in the senior class aca-
demically with a 4.5 G.P.A., 
will be playing college 
soccer at UMass Amherst. 
He’s also a member of the 

National Honor Society.  
“I’m going to be play-

ing soccer at UMass, which 
was my top college choice,” 
Wadas said. “Staying close 
to home was really important 
to me.”

A year ago, UMass lost 
at third-seeded Denver, 3-0, 
in the Elite 8 of the NCAA 
Division 1 tournament. The 
Minutemen finished with a 
13-4-5 overall record.

“UMass had an outstand-
ing season last year,” Wadas 
said. “I’m just going to try 
my best to make an impact 
as a freshman. I’m really 
looking forward to playing 
soccer at the next level. The 
college game is a lot more 

physical and quicker.”
The UMass men’s soccer 

coach is Fran O’Leary.       
Wadas, who’s planning 

to study business in college, 
was a four year starter for the 

Ludlow boys’ varsity soccer 
team, which is coached by 
Greg Kolodziey. 

“Coach Kolodziey made 
a big impact on my life both 
on and off the field,” Wadas 

WORCESTER  –  The 
Railers have not played seven 
periods of sudden death over-
time the last two nights here, 
it only feels that way.

Less than 24 hours after 
Worcester took a 
wild 6-5 decision 
from the Norfolk 
A d m i r a l s ,  t h e 
Railers beat the 
Southerners, 2-1, 
in an equally tense 
a ffa i r  Sa tu rday 
night. The victo-
ry kept them two 
points ahead of Reading in 
the North Division playoff 
race, although the Royals do 
have two games in hand.

R e a d i n g  a l s o  w o n 
Saturday night. It beat Trois-
Rivieres, 2-1.

As can happen when teams 
are playing a third game in 
three days, this was a goal-
tending duel. The winner was 
Michael Bullion, who stopped 
27 of 28 shots. He beat 
Thomas Milic, who was spec-
tacular in the third period and 
made 25 saves on 27 shots.

The game ended appropri-
ately.

The Admirals pulled Milic 
in favor of an extra skater. 
They won a faceoff with four 
seconds left in the third period 
and got the puck to Graham 
Sward at the left point. He 
delivered a slap shot from 
about 55 feet and Bullion, fol-
lowing it all the way, smoth-
ered the puck in his gut as the 
green light went on.

“I got a sight line,” Bullion 

said, “so I was watching it the 
whole time, and I stayed high 
the whole time, then just went 
down and ate it.”

Had the shot gone in, it 
probably would have count-

ed. Bullion made 
sure there was no 
replay needed and 
was happy to hear 
the buzzer.

“ Ye a h ,  t h a t 
was really nice,” 
he said.

The  Ra i le r s 
got goals from 

Matt DeMelis and Anthony 
Callin. They had a 2-0 lead 
going into the third period but 
gave up a shorthanded goal 
to Sean Montgomery at 8:28. 
That left the Admirals with a 
lot of time to tie it, or worse.

Worcester’s penalty killing 
was once again a key factor 
in a victory. The Railers were 
4 for 4 while shorthanded (all 
four penalties were for slash-
ing) and are 20 for 20 in the 
last six games.

“Right now it is getting 
guys who are comfortable 
with each other and super 
aggressive,” coach Nick 
Tuzzolino said of the kill-
ers. “There are certain pen-
alty kill details you have to 
follow — good sticks, lots of 
shot blocks — and your goal-
ie has to be your best penalty 
killer and Michael was ours 
tonight.”

DeMelis scored at 9:56 of 

Worcester wins close 
matchup with Southerners

 Lusitano awards return
The Lusitano Club 
of Ludlow returned 
to their tradition of 
giving out awards 
and scholarships to 
outstanding soccer 
players in the region

Gardner and Quabbin 
have co-oped in hockey 
now for several years.

Registration now open for
Quabbin Valley baseball

The Quabbin Valley Over-
28 Baseball League is looking 
to infuse new talent into its 
league for the 2025 season.

Registration for the 2025 
season is now open and any 
interested players can go to 
www.quabbinval leybase-
ball.org to get registered, or 
to seek more information 
or make inquiries about the 
league. The league website 
will also be updated over the 

next month with information 
about the upcoming season.

There are many open 
roster spots available in the 
league for the 2025 season, 
which is tentatively scheduled 
to begin on Sunday, April 27. 
The league plays most Sunday 
from late April  through 
mid-August with playoffs 
following that. The league 
plays a 15-game schedule 
and typically fields six teams 

each year. Games are usually 
played at 10 a.m. with fields 
in Easthampton and South 
Hadley normally used.

The Quabbin Valley league 
is an all-abilities league 
and all are welcome to join. 
Eligibility is players who are 
age 28 and over. You must be 
30 to be eligible to pitch in the 

Samantha Lowe represented Pathfinder Tech at 
this year’s event.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

The scholarship winners show off their awards.

See HALL OF FAME, 
page 10

See QUABBIN VALLEY, 
page 10

See RAILERS,  page 10
See LUSITANO AWARDS,  

page 10
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Sports

said. “I’m going to do every-
thing that he has taught me 
at UMass. I’m also going to 
miss playing soccer for him 
a lot.” 

Wadas, who was a team 
captain last fall, was selected 
to the All-State soccer team 
twice. 

The Lions won three out 
of the past four Western 
Mass. Class A titles. They 
also advanced to the Elite 8 
of the Division 1 state tourna-
ment each year.

“The new state postseason 
tournament format allowed us 
to play a few more teams in 
the Boston area,” said Wadas, 
who scored 13 goals and had 
12 assists as a senior. “I think 
we did very well against 
them. We beat Newton South, 
who was the number one 
team in the state in last year’s 
state tournament.” 

Fialho has been a high 
honors student  at  Pope 
Francis since she was a fresh-
man, and also has 4.5 G.P.A.. 

During Fialho’s varsity 
soccer career, Pope Francis 
has captured the Western 
Mass Class title three times.     

Last fall, Pope moved up 
to Class A for the first time 
and posted a 1-0 victory 
against Longmeadow in the 
championship match. They 
also celebrated 1-0 victo-
ries against West Springfield 
in the quarterfinals and 

Minnechaug Regional in the 
semifinals, which was decid-
ed in penalty kicks.

Just like Wadas, Fialho 
also will be playing college 
soccer close to home.

“I’ll be playing college 
soccer at Springfield College 
next year,” Fialho said. “I’m 
very happy that I’ll be attend-
ing a college and playing soc-
cer close to home.”

The Springfield College 
women’s soccer team is cur-
rently looking for a new head 
coach. 

Kristin Cannon will be 
stepping down from her 
coaching duties for personal 
reasons on June 30. Fialho is 
hoping that the current assis-
tant coach Brendon Boates 
is named as the new head 
coach.

“I was recruited by coach 
Boates,” Fialho said. “He has 
a passion for the sport of soc-
cer, and he has a lot of ener-
gy.”   

Prior to her freshman year, 
Fialho decided to attend Pope 
Francis instead of going to 
Ludlow High School. 

“All of my friends want-
ed me to go with them to 
Ludlow High School,” she 
said. “It was a very difficult 
decision for me to make, but 
I’m glad that I decided to go 
to Pope. It’s a great school 
both academically and athlet-
ically.”   

Lowe, who lives in Ware, 
played soccer at Pathfinder 
Tech for four years and she 

was a team captain the past 
two seasons.

“I’m really excited to 
receive the scholarship 
award,” said Lowe, who’s 
not planning to play college 
soccer. “I’m proud of my 
accomplishments during my 
high school soccer career. 
The girls’ soccer team has 
improved a lot since I joined 
the team.”  

Lowe is planning to pur-
sue a degree in culinary arts 
at a local community college. 

“When I was growing up, 
I was always in the kitch-
en with my mom and we’ve 
grown a lot of our own food,” 
she said. “I was also able to 
get into the culinary arts pro-
gram at Pathfinder.”    

Lowe is currently work-
ing at Farmer Matt in New 
Braintree

“I’’ve be working there for 
two years on April 1,” Lowe 
said. “They have a store, and 
we also make homemade 
soups. Working in a kitch-
en is just as fun as being on 
the soccer field. I’m learning 
something new every day.”    

T h e  L A F  P r e s i d e n t 
is Joseph Jorge Sr., who 
received a 30 year service 
award. Jeri Humphries is the 
Vice President, Luis Vitorino 
is the Treasurer, and Steven 
DaSilva is the Secretary. 
The four board members are 
Joseph Jorge Jr., Richard 
Oliveria, Teri Myette, and 
Stephen Scott.  

LUSTANO AWARDS,
continued from page 9

the first period with a high 
shot from between the cir-
cles. He was set up nicely 
by Tyler Kobryn, who fed 
him from the right boards. 
Callin’s goal came a lot later, 
at 15:49 of the second peri-
od, and from a similar spot 
in the slot but at the other 
end of the rink.

Matthew Kopperud made 
the pass.

M o n t g o m e r y  s t o l e 
the puck at the right point 
and had a long breakaway. 

He put a 25-footer over 
Bullion’s blocker.

The Railers had three 
fabulous chances to get a 
third goal in that third period 
but Milic made memorable 
saves on Loughran at 2:00, 
Jordan Kaplan at 5:30 and 
Anthony Repaci at 10:10.

The Admirals goalie kept 
them in the game, but he 
could not win it for them.

The Railers have 11 reg-
ular season games left. Their 
playoff push resumes Friday 
night in Maine versus the 
Mariners, who are longshots 
in the post-season picture 

but always troublesome. The 
first-place Trois-Rivieres 
Lions are at the DCU Center 
Saturday and Sunday.

“This group, no matter 
what happens with them, 
they are battle tested,” 
Tuzzolino said. “They have a 
good foundation. They know 
how to play with a lead in 
the third period, and if and 
when we hopefully make it 
to that mark and that push, 
it’s gonna echo in the in the 
post-season if we get there.

“Because they’ve been 
playing in the post-season 
for the last month.”

RAILERS,
continued from page 1

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night 
Commercial Elks League

P A L M E R  –  T h e 
Commercial Elks League at 
Diamond Junction Bowling 
Lanes is halfway finished 
with their third round. 

On league night on March 
11, The Daft Kings bowled 
against Team BK. Daft Kings 
have already qualified for the 
playoffs and Team BK is cur-
rently in the running to win 
the third round. 

In game one, Team BK 
dominated Daft Kings by a 
score of 435-374. Three out 
of four bowlers from Team 
BK broke the century mark 
with scores of 128, 111 and 
104. 

In game two, Daft Kings 
were the winners by a score 
of 398-386. Ken Trudel 
bowled a 111 to help his 
team get a victory. 

In game three, Daft Kings 
bowled a 419 to win the last 
game and Team BK bowled 
a team score of 375. Trudel 
and his teammate, Matt 
Bertelli, broke the century 
mark with scores of 108 and 
107. 

Team BK managed to win 
total pinfall by a final score 
of 1196-1191. Each team 
won two points as the third 
round continues. 

The next match featured 
Compression bowling against 

Last in Line. Both teams 
are playing for a playoff 
berth. In game one, Last in 
Line defeated Compression 
by a score of 348-300. Rich 
Chambers scored the best for 
his team with a 96. 

In game two, Last in 
Line were victorious again 
by a score of 330-306. Vinny 
Navarro of Last in Line 
scored 105 to help his team 
win two games in a row. 

I n  g a m e  t h r e e , 
Compression salvaged a win 
over Last in Line, 351-344. 
Navarro finished the match 
by bowling a 110. Last in 
Line won total pinfall by a 
final score of 1022-957. 

Gutter Mouths bowled 
against the Mailmen during 
league night on March 11. 
In game one, Gutter Mouths 
defeated the Mailmen 356-
342. In game two, Gutter 
Mouths were victorious 
again by a score of 366-355. 
Stephen Manolakis bowled 
a 112 in game two, helping 
Gutter Mouths with the back-
to-back win. 

In game three, Gutter 
Mouths won again for a 
three-game sweep over 
Mailmen, 331-325. The final 
score was 1053-1022 in favor 
of Gutter Mouths.

 Bogey Doubles
EAST BROOKFIELD 

– The bi-weekly Monday 
Doubles League at Bogey 
Lanes met this past Monday 
night; their first league night 
in the Month of March. 

The team of Erik Pellett 
& Jim Nester are two points 
ahead of Dan Gauthier & 
Phil Clough for first place in 
the third round, 46 wins in 
total. 

Lonny Murphy & Trever 
Kenneson bowled against the 
team of Jack Talamini & Bill 
Gravel. In game one, Murphy 
& Kenneson won the first 
game by a score of 312-252. 
Kenneson began the match 
with a 152. 

In game two, Murphy & 
Kenneson won again by a 
score of 275-247. Kenneson 
followed up with a 126 in 
game two. In game three, 
Murphy & Kenneson swept 
Talamini & Gravel by win-
ning 255-245. The final score 
was 842-744 in favor of 
Murphy & Kenneson. Trever 
Kenneson finished with a 
106 and a series of 384. 

Clauson & Santora took 
all three games and total 
pinfall against Sandman & 
Marvin. The final score was 
772-739 in favor of Clauson 
& Santora. Gary Santora had 
a 122 to go with a series of 
324. Luke Marvin had a 127 
as a high game and a series 
of 321. 

Candlepin League News

on the boys’ and girls’ sides 
selected the teams. Using 
the designated classes for 
the PVIAC Tournament, the 
players will be divided into 
six teams: two girls’ teams, 
two boys’ teams of Class A 
and B players, and two boys’ 
teams of Class C and D play-
ers. Only graduating seniors 
are eligible for the All-Star 
Games. Rosters can be found 
on the next page. 

For the 14th year, the 
Naismith Basketball Hall of 

Fame will recognize one boy 
and one girl as the Western 
Massachusetts Players of the 
Year. A special presentation 
will be made for the recipi-
ents during halftime of one 
of the participating games. 
A panel of local media mem-
bers selects the award win-
ners, who are recognized 
for their achievements on 
the court in addition to their 
sportsmanship and character 
off the court. 

The three All-Star Games 
will be held on Thursday, 
March 20. The first game of 
the evening will feature the 

Class C and D boys’ teams 
at 5:30 p.m., followed by the 
girls’ matchup at 7 p.m., and 
the final game will show-
case the Class A and B boys’ 
teams at 8:30 p.m.

Tickets for the All-Star 
Games are available at the 
Hall of Fame box office on 
the night of the event. Each 
ticket provides access to all 
three games that evening 
(Adults: $20, Students: $10). 
Advance tickets can also be 
purchased online.

Jayden Delgado will rep-
resent Mahar boys basket-
ball.

HALL OF FAME,
continued from page 9

Players looking to join 
the Valley Wheel Over-28 
Baseball League can attend 
the tryouts beginning Sunday 
April 6. The time and loca-
tion of the tryout is to be 
determined.

T h e  l e a g u e ,  w h i c h 
plays its games in Western 
Massachusetts and Northern 
Connecticut, makes sure that 
everyone gets a fair share of 
the action. Everyone plays a 
minimum of 4 innings in the 
field, and everyone bats. The 
league follows MLB rules 

with some modified rules 
adapted with safety in mind. 

The Valley Wheel stands 
apart from other leagues 
across the country for this 
reason:

Their league charter and 
one of their main goals, is to 
work toward having a league 
with teams of equal strength. 

The league is now seek-
ing new players to fill open 
roster slots.  Enjoy the com-
petition and camaraderie 
with a great group of guys 
who enjoy the game as much 

as you do.  Stay in shape and 
make new friends.  Be part 
of something that happens 
once a year, and with luck, 
win a championship that 
might be once in a lifetime.  
Grab your glove and cleats 
and join a team for a great 
adventure. It’s not too late 
don’t miss out; opening day 
is just around the corner. For 
more information, contact 
Jim Nason at 413-433-4308 
or visit the website www.
ValleyWheelBaseball.org

Valley Wheel tryouts set for next month

In the Classroom
From the desk of Colleen Mucha, Quabbin 

Regional School District Superintendent
On Saturday March 15 

Quabbin Regional Middle 
High School students compet-
ed in the semi finals for the 
Massachusetts Educational 
Theater Guild Awards. They 
presented “Abigail, For Now” 
written by Jackie Martin. The 
play had to be adapted for the 
format of the competition and 
students were thrilled when 
the author showed up to cheer 
them on!

O n  S a tu rday,  March 
1 twenty- three Quabbin 
R eg i o n a l  M i d d l e  H i g h 
School students traveled to 
Leominster High School to 
compete in The Massachusetts 
Educational Theater Guild 
High School Festival.  

Quabbin entered the com-
petition with a student direc-
tor and the play “Abigail, 
for Now,” which is written 
by a local playwright from 
Massachuset ts .  Quabbin 
was one of four schools at 
Leominster to move on to 
the semi-final round and to 
perform in Framingham on 
Saturday, March 15 at 1:30 
p.m.

At the competition several 
Quabbin students were recog-
nized with individual awards. 
Senior Isabel Coviello won an 
all-star award for directing. 
Isabel was the only student 
director for a winning show 
at the competition held in 
Leominster. Aidan Mahoney 
and Winter Boyea won all-star 
awards for acting.  As you are 
aware, it takes a team to make 
a production come to life and 
the team of Quabbin students 
was outstanding. Many other 
schools acknowledged our 
students’ professionalism and 
hard work. One of the require-
ments for the festival is that 
the students have to be fully 
responsible for sound, lights 
and sets, which were designed 
by senior Madeline Oliver. 

Our students acted, both 
onstage and off, with great 
maturity, efficiency and focus. 

Quabbin has entered the 
Massachusetts Educational 
Theater Guild High School 
Festival for many years and 
traditionally has sent a “stu-
dent director” as this is an 
opportunity for our students 
to grow, learn and lead. 
Recently, I discussed the play 
with Isabel and she shared 
that “working with many 
students who are new to the-
ater has been very inspiring. 
The students handled them-
selves with levels of maturity 
that you don’t often see from 
adults.”  

When Isabel was asked 
about why the show was cho-
sen she responded, “It felt 
very relevant and like a lot 
of what some of our students 
are dealing with.” The show is 
recommended for ages 13+ as 
it deals with topics of suicide 
and self-harm and includes 

flashing lights and loud nois-
es.

While watching the show 
Friday night, I personal-
ly felt many different emo-
tions as the characters shared 
their stories, struggles and 
triumphs. The storytelling 
brought me to another time 
and place and I had truly for-
gotten that I was in the audi-
ence at Quabbin Regional 
Middle High School auditori-
um.  Not only was the choice 
of the play relevant, it led to 
audience engagement and 
reflection.  Our cast and crew 
did an exceptional job. 

Their  show, “Abigail , 
for Now” moved on to the 
semi-final round Saturday 
March 15 at Framingham. 
I know the Quabbin team 
is going to leave the judges 
and the audience with much 
to think about and isn’t that 
what is supposed to happen? 
Quabbin is certain to work 
hard and pull together.. 

Submitted photo

Shown from left are Isabel Coviello, student director 
and the only student director in Saturday’s competi-
tion, Madeline Oliver set design and stage manager, 
Lisa Payne adult advisor and mentor to Isabel and 
Jackie Martin author. The Quabbin team did not make 
it onto the final round, however, they received such 
positive feedback and they left a memorable mark on 
the audience. We are so very proud of them.  

Open House at St. Aloysius Catholic School
H A R D W I C K  –  S t . 

Aloysius Catholic School 
located in Gilbertville, is host-
ing a spring Open House at 
the school on Monday, April 7 
from 3:30-5:30 p.m.  

Prospective parents are 
cordially invited to visit the 
classrooms and meet the fac-

ulty of the growing school. 
Administration is also happy 
to tour families during the 
school  day and provide 
shadow days for students 
presently in kindergarten 
through grade seven.  Please 
feel free to call the school 
at 413-477-1268 or reach 

out to Roberta McQuaid, 
Enrol lment  Coordinator, 
to set up an appointment to 
visit.  Enrollment information 
and all the necessary paper-
work is available on the web-
site (www.staloysiuscs.com) 
under the “Join our Family” 
tab. 

league. Your age for eligi-
bility is whatever age you 
will turn in 2025. 

The next league board 
meeting is scheduled for 
Sunday, March 23 at 11:45 
a.m. at the Hangar Pub 
& Grill in South Hadley. 
The league has also sched-
uled two open practices 
on Sunday, March 30, and 
Sunday, April 6. Both prac-
tices are scheduled to be 
held at Beachgrounds Park 
in South Hadley and are 
weather-permitting. The 
league website and social 
media accounts will have 
updates as the preseason 
continues.

QUABBIN VALLEY,
continued from page 1

SUBMISSIONS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME
 Send your stories and photos to edowner@turley.com
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Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Barre Gazette

Church News

Local pastors offer sermons
Proverbs Part 4

The Book of Proverbs 
abounds with timeless yet 
timely characters. 

Each character, developed 
and utilized by the author, 
Solomon, son of David and 
king of Israel, exists to impart 
or reveal the nature of wis-
dom (cf. Prov. 1:1-6). In this 
edition let us note one such 
figure who appears often 
in the early chapters of the 
work. This week, let us con-
sider Lady Wisdom.

Who, or what, is Lady 
Wisdom? Simply stated, Lady 
Wisdom serves as the embod-
iment or literary representa-
tion of the wisdom God freely 
offers and His desire for us 
to both know and heed His 
ways. We come to understand 
something of the Lord and 
our lives before Him through 
the characterization and per-
sonification of His counsel 
throughout Proverbs. 

Thus said, let us explore 
the following aspects of the 
wisdom of God, as revealed 
by the words and work of 
Lady Wisdom: 

1) The Availability of 
Wisdom

Firstly,  Lady Wisdom 
reveals the availability or 
accessibility of God’s wis-
dom:

Proverbs 8:1-5 (NIV)
1 Does not wisdom call 

out? 
  Does not understanding 

raise her voice?
2 At the highest point 

along the way, where the 
paths meet, she takes her 
stand;

3 beside the gate leading 
into the city, at the entrance, 
she cries aloud:

4 “To you, O people, I call 
out; I raise my voice to all 
mankind.

5 You who are simple, gain 
prudence; you who are fool-
ish, set your hearts on it.”

What can we learn of 
the Lord and the insight He 
offers through this portrayal 
of Lady Wisdom? We glean 
via this figure that God is 
ongoingly calling out to 
humanity to receive and walk 
according to His wisdom. He 
continually extends the invi-
tation for us to hear His ways, 
meaning that His wisdom is 
no secret. 

No, the invitation is open 
to us all. As one commentator 
posits: “The important point 
is that wisdom is for ordinary 
people-she is not confined to 
the academic classroom or to 
sacred precincts of the tem-
ple. Nor is she high atop some 
mountain where only the har-
diest and most determined 
will find her. To the contrary, 
she wants to attract all and be 
accessible to all.” 

2) The Benefit of Wisdom
Secondly, Lady Wisdom 

reveals the value or surpass-
ing benefit of God’s wisdom:

Proverbs 3:13-18
13 Blessed are those who 

find wisdom, those who gain 
understanding,

14 for she is more prof-
itable than silver and yields 
better returns than gold.

15 She is more precious 
than rubies; nothing you 
desire can compare with her.

16 Long life is in her right 
hand; in her left hand are 
riches and honor.

17 Her ways are pleasant 
ways, and all her paths are 
peace.

18 She is a tree of life to 
those who take hold of her;  
those who hold her fast will 
be blessed.

What does this person-
ification of wisdom reveal 
concerning the Lord and His 
ways? Namely, that what He 
freely offers is incomparable 
in terms of utility and worth. 
What can you possess that is 
more precious than the full 
counsel of our God, for this 
life or the next? In case you 
are wondering, this is a rhe-
torical question. 

3) The Peril of Rejecting 
Wisdom

Thirdly, the presentation 
of Lady Wisdom reveals the 

peril of rejecting God’s wis-
dom. Consider the warning of 
her words.

Proverbs 8:32-36 
32 “Now then, my chil-

dren, listen to me; blessed are 
those who keep my ways.

33 Listen to my instruction 
and be wise;  do not disregard 
it.

34 Blessed are those who 
listen to me, watching daily 
at my doors, waiting at my 
doorway.

35 For those who find me 
find life and receive favor 
from the Lord.

36 But those who fail to 
find me harm themselves; all 
who hate me love death.”

Pay close attention to the 
words of verse 36: “. . . those 
who fail to find me harm 
themselves; all who hate me 
love death.” You see, we pay 
a heavy price-in this life and 
the next-for spurning the 
wisdom God freely offers. 
Rebellion and folly, the 
antithesis of wisdom, yield 
consequence. 

This is a theme we will 
pick up on next week, as 
we segue away from Lady 
Wisdom to Lady Folly. Until 
next time, choose wisdom and 
thank you for taking the time 
to read this weekly publica-
tion. 

Should you have any com-
ments or questions, feel free 
to contact me at your conve-
nience using the information 
below. Also, visit us online 
at www.NewLifeBarre.org or 
join us each Sunday at 10:30 
a.m. See you soon.

Pastor James Foley
New Life Assembly 
of God
60 Main St. South Barre
jamesfoley@newlifebarre.org
978-355-6407

Second Sunday 
in Lent 

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem”
Scripture Reading: 
Luke 13 v 31 - 35

I. Introduction
I hope that during these 

times of uncertainty, personal 
needs, health issues and many 
societal problems, that during 
this period of Lent you are 
able to go into your wilder-
ness spaces to find the quiet 
time you need with God and 
feel that God is still with us. 
Let us journey together with 
Christ and see that we are not 
alone in our struggles, that He 
walked ahead of us, carrying 
His cross, knowing that God 
was with Him and also with 
us in this world.

II. The plot to kill the Son 
of God: Herod Antipas and 
Pontius Pilate

Jesus was traveling to var-
ious villages, teaching and 
healing many, while making 
his way towards his final des-
tination, Jerusalem. He was 
extremely focused on what 
He was doing, knowing that 
He was coming to the end of 
His mission on earth, when 
the Pharisees approached 
Him with an important mes-
sage that Herod wanted to kill 
Him. 

Jesus was not phased by 
this kind of warning, because 
He was busy with God’s 
work. “Go tell that fox, I 
will drive out demons and 
heal people today and tomor-
row,” He says. I found var-
ious interpretations of the 
metaphor “fox” in this pas-
sage. Some suggest it refers 
to someone, who is crafty, 
sly or cunning and one other 
theologian uses terms like 
weakling, small fry, clown, 
nobody, weasel, jerk and so 
forth. The exact meaning of 
Jesus’ metaphor is not cer-
tain; however, it could have 
referred to any combination 
of these descriptions for 
Herod. Herod Antipas was 
King of Galilee and Perea 
during that time, and Jesus 
was most active in his region. 
He was initially intrigued by 
Jesus’ power to perform mir-
acles. 

During Jesus’ trial, He 

was brought before Pilate, 
who sent Him back to Herod, 
but Herod sent Him back to 
Pilate’s court. Pontius Pilate, 
who was the fifth Governor 
of the Roman Province of 
Judaea, would ultimately 
order the crucifixion of Jesus. 
So, we see Jesus during His 
brief ministry being followed 
by crowds who wanted to 
hear His message of love and 
compassion and be healed 
by Him and then we see the 
religious leaders of the time 
not really happy with this guy 
walking around being hailed 
by many as the Messiah. 

And then we see these 
powerful characters Herod 
and Pilate, who, according to 
Luke 23 v 12 became friends 
before Jesus’ trial and cruci-
fixion and together with the 
chief priests and the teach-
ers of the law, they plotted to 
kill Jesus, to get rid of Him, 
the troublemaker. He had too 
much power for their liking.

III. Jerusalem, Jerusalem
Was Jesus afraid, sad, 

frustrated or disappoint-
ed when He saw what was 
happening to Him? Probably 
not, because He knew in His 
Spirit that it would happen 
and that God was aware of 
things in the larger divine 
plan and that God was with 
Him. But maybe He was 
feeling all those feelings, 
hence the outcry, Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem. 

For a prophet and someone 
like Him, outspoken and com-
ing with the power He had, 
to enter Jerusalem, would 
have been a dangerous situ-
ation. In his long speech to 
the Sanhedrin, Stephen, one 
of the apostles of Christ who 
received intense resistance 
from those in the Synagogue, 
said this in the Book of Acts, 
chapter 7v 52, “Was there 
ever a prophet your fathers 
did not persecute? They even 
killed those who predicted the 
coming of the Righteous One. 
And now you have betrayed 
and murdered Him...” 

A f t e r  h e  s a i d  t h i s , 
they stoned him to death. 
Jerusalem was indeed a dan-
gerous place for any prophet. 
Jesus knew about the treat-
ment of those prophets enter-
ing Jerusalem and so He must 
have felt all these feelings 
and cried over Jerusalem, 
knowing that He would be 
next. 

And still, He told them 
how He longed to gath-
er them together like a hen 
gathers her chicks under 
her wings. He still cared for 
them, and He wanted to be 
like a mother hen to them, 
loving them and showing 
them the path to salvation. 
They did not want it.

IV. Conclusion
Jerusalem will remain 

close to the heart of God and I 
can only imagine the weeping 
God over the conflicts, death 
and destruction around this 
city and Holy Land today. But 
God’s plans extend beyond 
the walls of Jerusalem and I 
can only imagine the weeping 
God over the many communi-
ties, towns, cities and nations 
today where the love for God 
and fellow human beings is at 
a deficit. 

And yet, God’s love for 
this world is like a hen who 
wants to gather her chicks 
and love and protect them. 
Therefore, we must remem-
ber that we are not alone in 
our own struggles. No, God is 
with us, weeping with us and 
wants to gather and protect us 
and take care of us. 

May God help us to see 
the tears of Christ, of God, 
and may we during this peri-
od of Lent to grow closer to 
God into a community of love 
and peace and light here in 
our beloved Town of Barre 
and beyond. May God have 
mercy on us and bring peace 
in this world. 

Amen

Pastor Margaret Keyser
Barre Congregational
 Church
30 Park St., Barre

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Thrift Store offers
bargains for all

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The George Whitefield 
United Methodist Church 
in West Brookfield opened 
a Thrift Store in June 2023 
which offers low-cost chil-
dren’s and adult clothing 
and shoes, household goods, 
home décor, books, toys, etc. 
to the community on the first 
and third Saturdays of the 
month.  

The Thrift Store, started 
by a dedicated group of vol-
unteers, has expanded since 
its opening in size and hours 
of operation, and has proven 
popular with the communi-
ty, as well as supporting the 
church’s ministry and mis-
sions.

Efforts are made to update 
inventory regularly and sea-
sonally as new merchandise 
comes in, so that there are 
always new bargains to dis-
cover, whether you are a 
regular customer or visiting 
for the first time.  Donations 
of gently used clothing for 
the current or upcoming sea-
son and household items in 
good condition are always in 
demand and much appreci-
ated.

Hours of operation are the 
first and third Saturdays of 
each month, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
at George Whitefield United 
Methodist Church, 33 West 
Main St. (Route 9), West 
Brookfield. For more infor-
mation or to arrange a time to 
drop off donations, you may 
call Jane Dolan at 508-867-
5571.

Submitted Photos

The Thrift Store at the George Whitefield United 
Methodist Church has everything from clothing to 
books.

The Thrift Store has a large selection of coats.

Worcester Chamber Music Society 
holds two concerts in April

W O R C E S T E R   –  
The Worcester Chamber 
Music Society contin-
ues its 19th season with 
performances of a con-
cert titled “Alter Egos” 
in Fitchburg on Friday, 
April 4 at 7:30 p.m. at 
Fitchburg Art Museum, 
185 Elm St., Fitchburg 
and in Worcester on 
Sunday, April 6 at 4 p.m. 
in Shapiro Hall, Joy of 
Music, 1 Gorham St., 
Worcester

The April 4 concert 
is funded in part by the 
Fitchburg and Lunenburg 
Cultural Councils, local 
agencies funded by the 
Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

The composers  on 
this program are best 
known for their iconic 
movie scores - Star Wars, 
Jurassic Park, Romeo and 
Juliet, The Godfather, 
Citizen Kane and Psycho 
among others - but also 

produced an impressive 
catalogue of classical 
music. Join WCMS for 
two evenings of chamber 
music by three Academy 
Award winners,  John 
Williams, Nino Rota and 
Bernard Herrmann and 
get to know their other 
sides. Tickets are avail-
able by visiting https://
worcesterchambermusic.
org/alter-egos/ or by call-
ing the WCMS office at 
508-926-8624.       
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Barre Police Log

Public Safety

Rutland Police Log

Town of Warren
Full-Time Police Officer Vacancy

The Warren Police Department is seeking a qualified candidate to fill the vacant position of 
FULL-TIME POLICE OFFICER. The Warren Police Department is a non-civil service department 
that is seeking individuals who are motivated, proactive and community oriented. All 
candidates must be at least 21 years of age, be a U.S. Citizen, have a minimum of a high 
school diploma, possess a valid driver’s license, and currently have, or have the ability to 
obtain a Class A license to carry firearms in the state of Massachusetts. Candidates must have 
successfully completed a Massachusetts full-time police academy or the equivalent to be 
considered for the position.

All applicants who move forward in the hiring process will be subject to a background 
investigation as well as a medical, physical, and psychological examination. All candidates 
will also be required to meet all requirements set forth by the Peace Officer and Standards 
Commission (POST). It is preferred that applicants currently hold an unrestricted certification 
from POST at the time of applying.

The Town of Warren currently offers full-time employees of the Police Department with an 
education-based incentive. Officers with the Warren Police Department will be required to 
work a schedule consisting of four (4) consecutive days on followed by two (2) days off and 
will be assigned to a shift based on departmental needs. All Officers will also be eligible for 
vacation time, personal time and holiday pay as outlined in the union contract.

All interested applicants are asked to please submit a cover letter and resume to:

Lieutenant Kyle P. Whitcomb, 1 Milton O. Fountain Way, P.O. Box 606, Warren, MA 01083 or 
E-mail to Whitcomb@warren-ma.gov

The deadline for applications is Friday, April 4, 2025. Therefore, it is required that the Warren 
Police Department be in receipt of the candidates resume and cover letter no later than this 
date to be considered. The Town of Warren is an equal opportunity employer (EOE).

The Town of West Brookfield Highway 
Department is seeking 

TWO FULL TIME 
OPERATOR/DRIVER/LABORERS

This position performs manual labor, operates and maintains equipment for 
the construction, operation and maintenance of town roads and maintains 
town owned facilities. Must possess current and valid Massachusetts 
Class B CDL license with an airbrake endorsement as well as current 
motor carrier medical examiners certificate (DOT card). This is a full time, 
40 hour a week position that includes overtime for snow/ice removal or 
emergencies.  Pay is commensurate with experience. 
Applications and a more detailed job description are available on the Town 
website: www.wbrookfield.com

Please contact: 
Jim Daley at (508) 867-1417 or email jdaley@wbrookfield.com

The Town of West Brookfield is an Equal Opportunity Employer and 
values diversity at all levels of the workforce. EOE

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Saturday, March 1
11:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Vernon Avenue, Written 
Warning

Sunday, March 2
1:16 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Summer Street, Criminal 
Complaint

Summons Dallaire, Kathleen 
Marie, 38, South Barre

Charges Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle, Unregistered Motor 
Vehicle

1:34 a.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, West Street, Public 
Assist

8:46 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Seizures, Pine Tree 
Terrace, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

11:36 a.m. Road Condition 
Notification, Hubbardston Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

4:29 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Neurological/Head 
Injury, Gauthier Road, No Fire 
Service Necessary

Monday, March 3
6:30 a.m. Assist Other Police 

Department, Rindge NH, Officer/
Chief Advised

8:43 a.m. Assault and Battery, 
Barre Police Headquarters, 
Officer Spoke to Party

Tuesday, March 4
7:30 a.m. Suspicious Person/

Vehicle Activity, Summer Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

7:32 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Gauthier Road, Ambulance 
eSigned Refusal

8 : 4 3  a . m .  F o l l o w - U p 
Investigation, Summer Street, 
Report Filed

11 :54  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Childbirth, 
Worcester Road, Mutual Aid 

Transport
3:44 p.m. Fire – Power Lines 

Down/Arcing, Pleasant Street, 
Investigated

5:28 p.m. Fire – Power Lines 
Down/Arcing, Worcester Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

7:12 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Mechanic Street, Transported to 
Hospital

Wednesday, March 5
2:30 p.m. Larceny or Theft, 

Barre Police Headquarters, 
Report Filed

S u m m o n s  S t r a c h a n , 
Alexander, 60, Templeton

Charges Larceny Over $1,200

Thursday, March 6
7 : 3 6  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 

Medical Service – Bleeding 
(Non-Traumatic), Newton Street, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

12 p.m. Fire – Public Service 
Call, Station Road, Public Assist

12 :46  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Breathing 
Difficulty, Stetson Road, Mutual 
Aid Transport

4:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
North Brookfield Road, Written 
Warning

8:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, South Road, Vehicle 
Removed

Friday, March 7
7:53 a.m. Fire – Structure 

F i r e s ,  W a u w i n e t  R o a d , 
Investigated

10:21 a.m. Fire – Power Lines 
Down/Arcing, Summer Street, 
Referred to Other Agency

11:42 a.m. Tree Incidents (No 
Wires), Old Petersham Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

1:22 p.m. Noise Complaint, 
Barre Police Headquarters, 
Information Taken

1 :40  p .m.  Road /Tra f f i c 
Hazard, South Barre Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

2:06 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Vernon Avenue, 
Transported to Hospital

3 p.m. Assault and Battery, 
Barre Police Headquarters, 
Officer Spoke to Party

5:11 p.m. Tree Incidents 
(No Wires), Grove North Street, 
Referred to Other Agency

5:27 p.m. Complaint, Main 
Street, Report Filed

5:29 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Wheelwright Road, No Police 
Service

Saturday, March 8
12 :56  a .m.  Emergency 

Medical Service – Falls, Varney 
Lane,   Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

11:52 a.m. Animal – ACO 
Cal l ,  School  North Street , 
Referred to Other Agency

2:58 p.m. Fire – Power Lines 
Down/Arcing, Old Dana Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

8 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Main Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

SOUTH BARRE

Saturday, March 1
7 :16  p .m.  Road /Tra f f i c 

H a z a r d ,  Ve r n o n  Av e n u e , 
Message Delivered

Wednesday, March 5
2 : 1 8  p . m .  F o l l o w - U p 

Investigation, South Barre Road, 
Investigated

Friday, March 7 
3 :02  p .m.  Road /Tra f f i c 

Hazard, Vernon Avenue, Officer 
Spoke to Party

Sunday, March 2
10;05 a.m.  Cour t  Duty, 

Rutland Police Department, 
Court Duty

Arrest Hernandez, Angela M., 
48, Westborough

Warrant Straight
3:56 p.m. Escort/Transport, 

UMass Memorial, Removed to 
Court/Lockup

3:57 p.m. Threats, Rutland 
Public Safety Lobby, Officer 
Spoke to Party

4:32 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Kosta Avenue, 
Building Checked/Secured

Monday, March 3
6:43 a.m. Safety Concern, 

Main Street, Negative Contact
8:03 a.m. Illegal Dumping, 

Turkey Hill Road, Investigated
10:14 a.m. Lockout (Home 

or Vehicle), East County Road, 
Public Assistant

1:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Paxton Road, Citation 
Issued

1:23 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

1:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

1:58 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Lewis Street, Criminal Complaint

Summons De Figueiredo 
Laranj, Humberto, 62, Worcester

C h a r g e s  U n l i c e n s e d 
Operation of Motor Vehicle

2:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

2:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Citation Issued

3:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

3:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

3:57 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Citation Issued

4:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pommogussett Road, Written 
Warning

4:12 p.m. Fraud or Forgery, 
Davis Street, Report Filed

4:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

11:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Pommogussett Road, 
Criminal Complaint

Summons Mukoone, Joeria, 
34, Worcester

Charges Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle, Registration Suspended, 
Operating Motor Vehicle with

Tuesday, March 4
5 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Maple Avenue, Written Warning
5:45 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning

8:10 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

8:13 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

8:24 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

Summons Gardner, Andrea, 
40, Worcester

Charges License Suspended, 
Operating Motor Vehicle with

8:40 a.m. Complaint, Turkey 
Hill Road, Officer/Chief Advised

10:45 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  Barre Paxton Road, 
Criminal Complaint

S u m m o n s  C a s t r o , 
Christopher S., 39, Holden

Charges License Suspended 
as HTO, Operator Motor Vehicle 
with (Criminal) C90 S23, Number 
Plate Violation to Conceal ID C90 
S23, Unregistered Motor Vehicle 
C90 S9

11 :48  a .m.  Emergency 
Med ica l  Se rv i ce  –  Fa l l s , 
P o m m o g u s s e t t  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

2:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

3:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

5:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Criminal Complaint

Summons Lockwood, Emma 
Owens, 24, Oakham

C h a r g e s  R e g i s t r a t i o n 
Suspended, Operating Motor 
Vehicle with

6:16 p.m. Fraud or Forgery, 
Rutland Police Department, 
Report Filed

6:25 p.m. Animal – Lost and/
or Found, East County Road, No 
Police Service Necessary

9:56 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Welch Avenue, Written Warning

10 :58  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Breathing 
Difficulty, East County Road, 
Transported to Hospital

11:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  East County Road, 
Citation Issued

Wednesday, March 5
10 :01  a .m.  Emergency 

Medical Service – Sick/Unknown, 
Maple Spring Drive, Ambulance 

Signed Refusal
12:14 p.m. Animal – ACO 

Call, Barre Paxton Road, Public 
Assist

2 :55   p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Animal Bites, 
Maple Spring Drive, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

5:08 p.m. Animal – Lost and/
or Found, East County Road, 
Returned to Family/Guardian

7:25 p.m. Fire – Fumes/Odor/
Gas Leaks, Glenwood Road, 
Investigated

Thursday, March 6
11:59 a.m. Fire – Fumes/

Odor/Gas Leaks, Pommogussett 
Road, Investigated

1:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Arrest(s) Made

Arrest  Fratantonio, Michael 
George, 25, West Boylston

3:15 p.m. Dizzy, Main Street, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

6:09 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Seizures, Prescott 
Street, Transported to Hospital

Friday, March 7
2:04 a.m. Suspicious Person/

Vehicle Activity, Main Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

10 :18  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Breathing 
D i f f i c u l t y,  Wa t s o n  L a n e , 
Transported to Hospital

10:48 a.m. Fire – Power Lines 
Down/Arcing, Pommogussett 
Road, Referred to Other Agency

12 p.m. Landlord Tenant/
Neighbor Dispute, Campbell 
Street, Officer Spoke to Party

6:05 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Main Street, Negative Contact

Saturday, March 8
11:16 a.m. Animal – ACO 

Call, Emerald Road, Referred to 
Other Agency

12:22 p.m. Fraud or Forgery, 
Prouty Lane, Report Filed

2:23 p.m. Landlord Tenant/
Neighbor Dispute, Stevens Way, 
Officer/Chief Advised

4:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Wachusett Street, Citation Issued

4:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, Irish Lane, Information 
Taken

4:56 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East County Road, Written 
Warning

 

Oakham Police Log
Monday, March 3

10:31 a.m. Court Duty, East 
Brookfield District Court, Court 
Duty

Tuesday, March 4
3:48 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

North Brookfield Road, Citation 
Issued

5:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Criminal Complaint

Summons Lockwood, Emma 
Owens, 24, Oakham

C h a r g e s  R e g i s t r a t i o n 

Suspended, Operating Motor 
Vehicle with

Wednesday, March 5
2:47 p.m. Suspicious Person/

Vehicle Activity, Forest Hill Drive, 
Report Filed

Thursday, March 6
7:30 a.m. Fire – Power Lines 

Down/Arc ing,  Barre Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

9:20 a .m.  Ass is t  Other 
Agency/Non-Police, Barre Road, 

Chief Took Call
5 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

North Brookfield Road, Written 
Warning

Saturday, March 8
11:49 a.m. Property Dispute 

or Exchange, Barre Road, Public 
Assistant

2 :02  p .m.  Road /Tra f f i c 
Hazard ,  Nor th  Brook f ie ld , 
Removed Hazard

Hubbardston Police Log
Sunday, March 2

3:34  a .m.  D is tu rbance/
Disorderly, Elm Street, Officer 
Spoke to Party

8:16 a.m. Fire – Power Lines 
Down/Arcing, Simond Hill Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

12:30 p.m. Road Condition 
Notification, New Templeton 
Road, Message Delivered

2:52 p.m. Fire – Structure 
Fires, Gardner Road, Arrest(s) 
Made

Arrest Wagg, Nancy Anne, 
55, Hubbardston

Charges Warrant

Monday, March 3
10:52 a.m. Property Damage, 

Gardner Road, Information Given
5:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 

Disabled, Brigham Road, Public 
Assist

Tuesday, March 4
8:36 a.m.  Assist Other 

Police Department, Winchendon, 
Negative Contact

9:34 a.m. Public Assist, Main 
Street, Officer Spoke to Party

10:26 a.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, Worcester 
Road, Report Filed

1 : 2 7  p . . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Sick Unknown,  
Kruse Road, Transported to 
Hospital

2:04 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Burnshirt Road, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

5:19 p.m. Fire – Power Lines 
Down/Arcing, Williamsville Road, 
Investigated

Wednesday, March 5
7:43 a.m. Road Condition 

Notification, Old Boston Turnpike, 
Information Given

8:51 a.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender,  Lombard 
Road, Information Taken

11 :36  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Sick/Unknown, 
Burnshirt Road, Transported to 
Hospital

2:29 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Cheyenne Drive, Transported to 
Hospital

Thursday, March 6
12 :41  a .m.  Emergency 

Medical Service – Falls, Madison 
Way, Mutual Aid Transported

3:10 a.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Moore Avenue, 

Negative Contact
1:33 p.m. Abandoned Vehicle 

– Parking Issues, Burnshirt 
Road, Vehicle Towed

3:44 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Welfare Check, Barre 
Road, No Transport Required

9:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Worcester Road, Citation Issued

Friday, March 7
4:23 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Falls, Simond Hill 
Road, Mutual Aid Transport

4:43 a.m. Tree Incidents (No 
Wires), Old Boston Turnpike, 
Referred to Other Agency

5:37 a.m. Assault and Battery, 
Healdville Road, Report Filed

7:13 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Hale 
Road, Transported to Hospital

7:28 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Burnshirt Road, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

Saturday, March 8
12 :33  a .m.  Emergency 

Medical Service – Falls, Brigham 
Street, Mutual Aid Transported

1 p.m. Complaint, Barre 
Road, Investigated

NEWS & FEATURES

As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profi les, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, fi nance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news or community features 
for the Barre Gazette, please email edowner@turley.com.

Our
advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know
you saw their 

ad in the

Barre
Gazette
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

CANAMS 1973 MX1, 125, complete 
minus frame. Unused factory created en-
gine 175cc. 1975 TNT 250 frame/parts, 
$2000. 1947 Crosby Coupe frame off resto-
ration, $7500. 165 milk crates, colonial thru 
1920 bottle cache. Historic colonial hand-
tooled redstones; Benches, Wells, Ballards, 
Yankee Cobbles, Darby Marble, Italian Tra-
vintine, much more. 413-262-4775.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EXTRAOR-
DINARY performance. Central Boiler 
certified Classic Edge Titanium HDX OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. Call today 413-
296-4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). 

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

 (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD 
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plaster 
repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & complete 
finishing. All ceiling textures. Fully insured. 
Jason at Great Walls. (413)563-0487

WATER IN YOUR BASEMENT?
Sump pump repairs & installations, and 
other draining solutions! 

Call Gary Guertin Excavating 
(413)531-3538.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &        
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Licensed, insured HVAC Technician, 
30 years experience, repairs, full and 24 
hour emergency service. 413-275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior – Finish carpentry, 
framing, window & door replacement, dry-
wall, painting and decks.  Competitive pric-
ing. Insured. 

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

 

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

CANAMS 1973 MX1, 125, complete 
minus frame. Unused factory created en-
gine 175cc. 1975 TNT 250 frame/parts, 
$2000. 1947 Crosby Coupe frame off res-
toration, $7500. 413-262-4775.

Executive Director for 
Community Survival Center

in Indian Orchard
Resume and references to

survivalcenterio@gmail.com
Need experience in Management, 
Public Outreach, and Social Media

Four-day work week; 5 weeks vacation; 
5 days sick/personal time; holidays

$60,000 salary

LOCAL TREE SERVICE looking for 
climber and ground person. 

Must have driver’s license in good stand-
ing. Call 413-507-1949.

The Town of Huntington is seeking a full-
time Highway Truck Driver/Equip-
ment Operator/Laborer.  Applicants 
must possess a Massachusetts Class B 
CDL with Air Brake Endorsement and pos-
sess or be able to obtain 2B or higher & 
4G Hoisting Engineer’s licenses within 6 
months of hire.  $27.50 to $28.79 per hour 
based on qualifications.  Application and 
complete job description are available on-
line at www.huntingtonma.us or by 
emailing admin@huntingtonma.us. 
Position is open until filled.  Town of Hun-
tington is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

NEWLY REMODELED 2 BR., 15 
Vigeant St., Ware. Close to center of town, 
off-street parking, coin-op laundry. $1250/
mo. plus utilities. No pets. 413-323-8707.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20252025

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT 2 PM

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT 2 PM
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

VOTED #1 APPLIANCE STORE 
IN WORCESTER COUNTY 
4 YEARS IN A ROW!!! 
PRESEASON GRILL SALE!!!!

BEAT THE PRICE INCREASES!!!
DON’T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Greige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

ASPHALT PLANT OPENING LATE APRIL

Century 21 North East
160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

Thinking of Buying or Selling 
Your Home? 

I am your local Real Estate agent.  
Let me help you !

Call me for a free market analysis.

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

Former Auto Repair shop in 
Spencer for sale.  Zoned for 
commercial/industrial use.  
Features town water & sewer.  
2 buildings on property which 
one is leased out. Located right 
off right 9 in prime location. 
Selling “as is”, “where is”.

NEW LISTING - $499,900
Commercial/Industrial

15 South Spencer Road, Spencer, MA

Portugal & Its Islands!
September 12-26, 2025

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

May 23 .........7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...... from $1699
June 10-12 ....Hampton Beach Getaway .............. $529
June 28 .........Boston Harbor Lunch Cruise .......... $175
July 12 ..........Escape to Rockport .......................... $110
July 26 ........ Perkins Cove for a Day ..................$110

❖ Every Wednesday
SIP & KNIT 
12pm-2pm
Free

❖ Every Friday
TOO GOOD TO TOSS
8am-9am
Free baked goodies 
from the week 
while supplies last!
Limits may apply.

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

“The Finest Quality at Reasonable Prices”

The Most
Advanced Lens

Designs Available
Frames to Fit Any Budget

Large Selection of 
Designer Frames 

For All Ages

SUNGLASSES
Maui Jim • Ray Ban

at Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center

1504 N. Main St., Palmer, MA
413-283-3511

362 Sewall St., Ludlow, MA
413-589-1806

Expert guidance in selecting the right frame with the best fit 
& lenses for every lifestyle.

BUYLINE 
CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette 
& Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨

Everything You Need to
Complete Your Project

✓ Interior/Exterior Paint ✓ Wallpaper
✓ Hardwood Flooring ✓ Carpeting
✓ Tile & Vinyl Flooring ✓ Window Treatments
✓ Interior/Exterior Stains ✓...and more

46 Years and Counting...

JohnsPaintStore.com • 413-283-9427

Pioneer Plaza: 1240 Park Street, Palmer
Monday - Friday, 8 am to 5 pm - Saturday, 8 am to 2 pm

NOW 
OPEN!

HANNA’S ON MAIN
Restaurant • Bar • Catering

91 Main Street Ware, MA 01082
OPEN WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY 

Lunch and Dinner
SUNDAY 

Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner

413-277-0009

Live
Entertainment

Every
Friday Night

Petersham Lions Club welcomes new members
PETERSHAM –  The 

Petersham Lions Club wel-
comed four new members at 
its March 7 International pot-
luck themed dinner meeting.   

The  new Lions  were 
inducted by Massachusetts  
District 33A  Zone 8 Chair 
Barry  Alman.  The  new 
Petersham Lions are Jillian 
Wessel, Jen Howes, Steve 
Murno and Cynthia Crosson.  

Zone Chair Alman shared 
some history about Lions 
International, the clubs in 
Massachusetts District 33A, 
and the symbolism of the 
Lions International logo.   

Petersham is happy and 
proud to welcome the new 
members.  For more informa-
tion on joining the Petersham 
Lions Club, people may con-
tact Past District Governor/

Club President and current 
membership chairman, Denis 
Legare at Hilltopchief @
gmail.com.

The Petersham Lions 
Club will be hosting its 
annual Curling Tournament 
and Raffle at the Petersham 
Curling Club on Saturday, 
March 22. Spectators can 
enjoy a buffet lunch for $12. 

The raffle table has over 

50 items with a value of over 
$ 2,600. The Club will also 
be offering an April Prize 
Calendar for a donation of 
$10. The Prize Calendar has 
over $1,600.00 in cash and 
gift cards. If people win, their 
name goes back into the draw-
ing and they can win again.

Lions International is the 
largest service organization in 
the world with over 1.4 mil-

lion members in 49,000 clubs 
in over 200 countries and geo-
graphic areas. There are five 
districts in Massachusetts.   
Petersham is in District 33A 
with 49 clubs. The Lions 
motto is “We Serve.” 

Local Lions Club pro-
grams include sight conser-
vation, hearing and speech 
conversation, diabetes aware-
ness   awareness, youth out-

reach, international relations, 
environmental issues and 
many other programs. For 
more information or if peo-
ple have an interest in a prize 
calendar, they should email 
Lynneshaw@gmail.com .  

The Lions Club hopes peo-
ple will stop stop in to see the 
curling fun and all the great 
raffle items on Saturday, 
March 22.


