
SERVING THE TOWNS OF BARRE, HARDWICK, HUBBARDSTON,
NEW BRAINTREE, NORTH BROOKFIELD, OAKHAM, PETERSHAM & RUTLAND SINCE 1834

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com

March 19, 2026   ❙   Vol. 191,  No. 50  ❙   $1.00  www.barregazette.turley.com

USPS 044560                                                                                                                                           

BARRE GAZETTE

By Ellenor Downer
Editor

edowner@turley.com

BARRE – Three Science 
Technology Engineering 
and Math students told the 
Quabbin Regional School 
Dis t r ic t  Commit tee  on 
Thursday, Feb. 12 about 
the One 8 Foundation and 
the Massachusetts Learning 
Project they attended.

Kalina Dyer and Alyssa 
Ebert,  both seniors and 
Brody Faucher, a junior, said 
this project in conjunction 
with Alynlam Pharmaceutical 
joined over 100 other schools 
to work as teams to solve a 
packaging issue for the phar-
maceutical company. Two 
representatives from the 
company participated as well 
as engineers in the field act-
ing as mentors. 

Alynlam ships globally 
a drug product, which costs 
$100,000 per syringe. Their 
product is used in the treat-
ment of Amyloidosis, a rare 
heart condition. The treat-
ment, which is an injection, 
is shipped in a syringe with 
a plastic case. The product 
since it is a biological prod-
uct must be kept between 2 C 
to 20 C. It quickly degrades 
if not kept at that tempera-
ture.

Some of the requirements 
of the packaging they came 
up with must prevent break-
age, be recyclable and cost 
effect. Each team would 
present their plan to a men-
tor. The mentor would make 
suggestions. They would 
work on those suggestions 
and present back to the men-
tor. Then they presented their 
final solution to the compa-
ny. Dyer said, “[They] got to 
experience engineering in a 
real situation.” Alyssa Ebert 
said, [They] got to think of 
other things such as cost.” 
Brody Faucher said [They] 
followed a “one step at a 
time” process. They came up 
with a solution of using aero-
gel sheets, which were light 
weight to keep the product 
within the required tempera-
ture range. The sheets were 
not that expensive and helped 
reduce shipping cost. The 
company currently uses gel 
freezer packs.

Student representatives 
Student representatives 

Anna Metcalf  and Ella 
Reeves, both juniors, said 
students were looking at 
course selections. They said 
some of the courses they 
were interested in might not 
run. They asked why the 
school no longer provid-
ed the Virtual High School 
program. If VHS was avail-
able, students could take a 
course they wanted that the 
school did not offer. QRSD 
Superintendent  Col leen 
Mucha said the state previ-
ously funded the program, 
but did not provide funding 
last year. She said funding 
for VHS was not included in 
the Governor’s budget this 
year. Superintendent Mucha 
said the district might offer 
VHS for some of the course 
options dropped. 

Ella Reeves said she eats 

School 
Committee 
hears about 
STEM
program

Seniors dress up for Barre’s

Turley Publications photos by Dan Flynn

G e t t i n g  o u t  o f  P a u l 
Varney’s car for the Oscar 
celebration at the Barre 
Senior Center are from left, 
Joanne Johnson, Michelle 
Rice and Alma Borelli.

Going to the Oscar cel-
ebration are, from left, 
Ramona Evans, Elizabeth 
Newell, Daniel Boynton, 
Michel le  Rice,  Sandy 
Fritscher, Betty-Jo O’Brien, 
Alma Borelli and Joanne 
Johnson.

QRSD 
presented
regional 
agreement
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Correspondent

H U B B A R D S T O N  – 
Quabbin Regional School 
Dis t r ic t  Super intendent 
Co l l een  Mucha ,  a long 
wi th  v ice-chai r  of  the 
H u b b a r d s t o n  S c h o o l 
C o m m i t t e e ,  D e b r a 
Chamberlain, presented the 
new regional agreement to 
the Select Board at their 
Monday meeting. 

According to Mucha, the 
previous agreement is set 
to expire, as it has been 20 
years since it was signed, 
so they need to sign a new 
agreement by law. She said 
the main changes are lan-
guage describing pre-school 
and post-grad programs, 
a provision which does not 
allow a member town to pull 
out of the agreement without 
submitting a plan to the state 
and language to separate cap-
ital projects from town proj-
ects. 

Mucha said the agreement 
will be presented at each 
member town’s annual town 

Select Board reviewed FY 27
budget for administration

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK – During 
a joint meeting with the 
Finance Committee the 
Select Board continued dis-
cussion of the fiscal year 
2027 budget.

On  March  16 ,  bo th 
Finance Committee mem-
bers and the Select Board 
with the Town Administrator 
focused on the budget items 
that fall under administra-
tion. Mark Korzec of the 
Finance Committee present-
ed a pie chart where line 
items under administration 
were addressed.

After going over adminis-
tration costs, both the board 
and the Finance Committee 
went over debt and gener-
al government. These three 
items make up approximate-
ly $1.7 million dollars of the 
budget.

K o r z e c  c o n f i r m e d 
that the committee has 
already reviewed the Police 
Department budget and 
are still waiting on official 
numbers for the schools. 
Korzec said he met with 
Town Administrator Justine 
Caggiano with both wanting 
to go over the budget num-
bers in detail with the Select 
Board.

“We’re trying to under-
stand our budget at this 
point,” Korzec said.

Korzec said there is an 
enterprise fund budgeted at 
$906,000. There are eight 
revolving accounts that are 
essentially not represented 
in the expense budget. The 
items are recycling, ceme-

tery, Board of Health, Town 
House, Planning Board, 
Youth Group, MART, and 
Agricultural Commission. 

Korzec said these revolv-
ing accounts are something 
the board may want to still 
see in the future. 

As they dive into admin-
istration piece of the budget, 
Korzec told the Select Board 
that some numbers they have 
produced and the Finance 
Committee have produced 
will match and some do not 
match. Numbers for the bud-
get are changing as more 
information is coming in. 

The first item both groups 
reviewed was EMS, being 
listed at $55,000. Caggiano 
said the town is looking to 
negotiate a new contract 
with West Brookfield Rescue 
Squad. From the Finance 
Committee’s standpoint, that 
number is currently pres-
ent, but still in a negotiation 
phase. 

For the purposes of this 
joint meeting, the board and 
committee are only under-
standing what number is in 
the budget. With $55,000 
present to date,  i t  was 
shared that this amount is 
a decreased amount from a 
prior fiscal year. 

For the Select Board bud-
get, there is $200 increase 
from last year. The board 
has participated in more 
trainings. The Select Board 
knows updates are likely to 
happen after the joint meet-
ing on March 16. 

F o r  t h e  F i n a n c e 
Committee Reserve, IT ser-
vice is on the list. Caggiano 
provided a handout listing 
the last four years of IT ser-
vice. Showing the last four 
years on how the town’s bud-
get has been significantly 
less than what the town has 
been spending.

Select Board Vice Chair 
William Tinker said he had 
requested a transaction 
request for IT over a week 
ago, wanting to make sure 
the service is covered. The 
board members asked why 
it is over $20,000 accord-
ing to the numbers they’ve 
received. 

S e l e c t  B o a r d  C l e r k 
Jeffrey Schaaf wanted to 
know where the amount of 
$38,000 originally came 
from. According to the last 
four years, the IT services 
are a lot more than that fig-
ure.

Korzec shared that these 
last four years are a compar-
ison of the previous budgets. 
The town is pushing to get 
“actuals,” or actual amounts. 
The Select Board and the 
Finance Committee want to 
look at what has been spent.

Caggiano suggested put-
ting out a request for propos-
al for IT services. 

“It’s worth to have that 
information,” she said.

The Finance Committee 
expenses were addressed, 
and both the committee and 
the Select Board know all the 
numbers for this item is pre-
liminary. 

The discussion led both 
the Select Board and the 
Finance Committee to a fig-
ure of $159,545. This num-
ber is uncertain due to the 
treasurer and collector being 
two separate departments. 
Caggiano said, historically 
the town has had those sep-
arate. 

The plan now is to com-
bine the treasurer and col-
lector into one account. This 
needs to be configured into 
the budget. Treasurer payroll 
expense can be crossed out 
because it falls under one 

Police officers
recognized for 
mutual aid

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

N O R T H 
BROOKFIELD – Board 
of Selectmen Vice-Chair 
Jamie Gilman read a let-
ter from the Southbridge 
Police Department recog-
nizing North Brookfield 
Police Officers Brent 
Lavoie and John Francis. 

The two officers pro-
vided mutual aid assis-
tance during a shooting 
incident in Southbridge 
last March. 

The letter stated that 
Lavoie and Francis iden-
tified the vehicle involved 
on Prospect Street, in 
addition to recovering the 
suspected firearm used in 
the shooting, as well as 
two semiautomatic rifles 
and hundreds of rounds of 
live ammunition. 

“The North Brookfield 
Police Department should 
be proud to employ offi-
cers of this quality. Officer 
Lavoie and Officer Francis 
are a credit to your agen-
cy and their efforts are 
appreciated and admired,” 
Southbridge Police Chief 
Shane Woodson stated in 
the letter.

North Main Street 
parking

At  the  March  10 
meeting, Gilman said 
he spoke with Highway 
Superintendent Randy 
Morgan about installing 
some 15-minute limit-
ed parking signs near the 
downtown businesses on 
North Main Street. He 
said the board will com-
municate with the busi-
nesses about how many 
parking spots should have 
time-limited parking.

Mount Pleasant Street 
extension

The Executive Office 
of Housing and Livable 
Communities approved 
the town’s request for 
an  extens ion  on the 
Mount Pleasant Street 
Improvement Project , 
using fiscal years 2021 
and 2024 Community 
Development Block Grant 
funding. 

The extension will 
allow the town to apply 
for FY 26 CDBG funds 
for the South Common 
Street Project. 
Mad Brook Road bridge 

replacement
The Department of 

Transportation approved 
the construction funding 
to replace Mad Brook 
Road bridge through the 
MassDOT Small Bridge 
Program at a projected 
cost of $1.875 million.

Spending requests
The board approved 

spending requests from 
the Council on Aging in 
the amount of $561.75 for 
chefs and catering for the 
yearly volunteer appreci-
ation luncheon funded by 
the state formula grant, 
$300 for Bemis Farms 
Nursery for a workshop 
for seniors funded by the 
gift account and $300 for 
a Laughter is the Best 
Medicine yoga program 
funded by a state grant. 
Reserve funding request

The Fire Department 
requested the use of 
$3,254.77 to purchase two 
new wheels and tires for 
Engine 2. One of the tires 
was flat, and the age and 

See HARDWICK, page 6
See SCHOOL 

COMMITTEE, page 6
See N BROOKFIELD, 

page 8

See HUBBARDSTON, 
page 7

Oscar celebration
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Barre Dining Center
BARRE — Elder  Serv ices  of 

Worcester Area Nutrition Program wel-
comes guests to dine at the Barre Senior 
Center, 557 South Barre Road. The fol-
lowing meals will be served for the week 
of March 23. Lunches are back at the 
senior center, but require a pre-sign up. 
Volunteers are needed at the Barre dining 
site. Volunteers are needed for Meals on 
Wheels (mileage reimbursement) and in 
the kitchen. People should contact 978-
355-5027.    

MONDAY – Meatballs with onion 
gravy, bowtie pasta, peas, pineapple, 
whole wheat bread

TUESDAY – Chicken stir fry, rice 
pilaf, roasted broccoli, fresh fruit, pum-
pernickel bread

WEDNESDAY – Vegetable cheese 
bake, red bliss potatoes, Scandinavian 
vegetables, mixed fruit, whole wheat 
bread

THURSDAY – Beef Bourguignon, gar-
lic mashed potatoes, green beans, birthday 
cake, diet = small piece, Italian bread

FRIDAY – Lentil stew with cheddar 
cheese, steamed white rice, jardiniere veg-
etables, chocolate mousse, marble rye

*Higher sodium entree Meal includes 
milk and margarine. Menus are subject 
to change. All meals are served at about 
11:45 a.m. each weekday. Reservations 
should be made the day before by call-
ing 978-355-5027 before 10:30 a.m. The 
donation of $3.00 per meal helps keep the 
program running.  

Corrections policy
The Barre Gazette will gladly correct 

factual errors that appear in this paper. 
Corrections or clarifications will always 
appear on Page 2. To  request a correction, 
send information to Editor Ellenor Downer 
at edowner@turley.com or call 413-283-
8393. Corrections may also be requested in 
writing at Barre Gazette, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069.

Legislators staff holds office hour
State Rep. Donnie Berthiaume’s Chief 

of Staff, Donna and Senator Peter Durant’s 
office invites constituents and town officials 
to meet them to express any concerns, ideas 
or issues where they may need assistance. 
On Monday, April 13, staff will be at the 
Barre Senior Center, 557 South Barre Road 
from 11 a.m.-noon. People may call Donna 
at 774-402-4742 if they would like a private 
meeting.

St. Joseph’s Cemetery clean up
To facilitate spring clean up at St. Joseph’s 

Cemetery, South Barre Road, all winter bas-
kets and decorations must be removed by 
Saturday, March 28. All remaining items will 
be discarded. 

Meat raffle
American Legion Post 2 will hold a meat 

raffle on Sunday, March 22 at 2 p.m. at the 
Legion post, 450 South Barre Road. There 
will be five tables and a 50/50 raffle. This 
is a great day to add some good meat to the 
freezer.

Information Fair
An Information Fair sponsored by the 

Council on Aging will take place today from 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Barre/Hardwick Senior 
Center, 557 South Barre Road, Barre. This 
event is free and open to the public. The 
COA encourages seniors, caregivers, family 
members, friends and anyone interested in 
learning more about resources for the aging 
population to attend. It’s a wonderful oppor-
tunity to connect with local professionals, 
explore helpful programs and services and 
gather information that can make everyday 
living easier and more independent. Attendees 
will have the chance to speak directly with 
representatives from organizations offering 
support, safety services, financial informa-
tion, health resources, housing guidance, and 
more. Whether people are planning ahead for 
themselves or helping care for a loved one, 
the Information Fair is a great place to learn 
about products, services and programs avail-
able in the community.

Food pantry
Barre Food Pantry distribution will occur 

on Thursday, March 19 from 5:30-7 p.m. 
In order to maintain safe physical distances 
between volunteers and between volunteers 
and clients March 19 will again be “drive-
through” style distributions. Clients will line 
up in their vehicles on Park Street and pro-
ceed into the right hand (east) entrance drive-
way of the Barre Congregational Church. 
They will remain in their cars. They’ll drive 
up and be checked in by a volunteer, then 
continue up to the church building where 
their groceries will be put into the trunk or 
wayback of their vehicle by volunteers at 
multiple stations. Volunteer should not arrive 
on March 19 without first contacting Sonja 
Blaney at 978-355-6921‬ or Chuck Radlo at 
978-355-6463.

Lions Club scholarship
The Barre Lions Club offers a $1,000 

scholarship to a graduating senior, who 
lives in Barre, Oakham, Hubbardston, New 
Braintree or Hardwick. To be eligible, the stu-
dent must be accepted by an accredited col-
lege or technical school and must be entering 
the school in the fall semester of the current 
year.  In addition to Quabbin seniors, this 
year the club expanded the scholarship appli-
cations to local students, who attend Monty 
Tech, Pathfinder or BayPath. For the students’ 
convenience, the application has been sent to 
the guidance counselor of each school. People 
may email barremalionsclub@aol.com with 
any questions. 

Legislators staff holds office hour
State Rep. Donnie Berthiaume’s Chief 

of Staff, Donna and Senator Peter Durant’s 
office invites constituents and town officials 
to meet them to express any concerns, ideas 
or issues where they may need assistance. On 
Tuesday, April 15, staff will be at the Oakham 
Town Hall, 2 Coldbrook Road from 9-9:45 
a.m. People may call Donna at 774-402-4742 
if they would like a private meeting.

Sheriff’s Department fraud and s
cam program

Kevin Donahue of the Worcester County 
Sheriff’s Department will hold a fraud and 
scam presentation on Thursday, April 9 at 
noon in the Oakham Senior Center, lower 
level of Town Hall. All are welcome to attend.

Sunrise service and breakfast
The Oakham Congregational Church, 4 

Coldbrook Road, will hold an Easter sun-
rise service on Sunday, April 5 at 6:30 a.m. 
A breakfast of pancakes, scrambled eggs, 
sausage, strawberries, homemade doughnut 
holes, orange juice, coffee, tea and hot choc-
olate will immediately follow the sunrise 
service. People may make a freewill dona-
tion, which will go to the church furnace 
fund. The lap quilt will also be raffled off at 
the breakfast. People may purchase tickets 
at the breakfast before the drawing. Tickets 
are $2 each. Quilt raffle tickets are also sold 
every Sunday after church from 11-11:45 a.m. 
Proceeds from the raffle will also go to the 
church furnace fund. Easter Sunday Service 
will be held at 10 a.m.

March COA events
The lunch bunch meets Friday, March 

20, the third Friday of the month, at 12:30 
p.m. in the Draught House Bar & Grill, 44 
West Boylston St., West Boylston, formerly 
The Manor. Blood Pressure/Glucose screen-
ing clinic takes place on Tuesday March 31 
11a.m.-1 p.m. in Senior Center multipurpose 
room. Walk ins are welcome. Ongoing activ-
ities include Monday through Thursday 9 
a.m. -puzzling, Monday through Thursday 
at 9 a.m. walking group (meet at Senior 
Center); Tuesday through Thursdays at 11 
a.m. walking group.(meet at Senior Center), 
Tuesday yoga at 1 p.m. $40 for eight classes 
senior center multipurpose room (registration 
required); Wednesdays at 8:45 a.m. Zumba 
Gold in New Braintree Town Hall $3 dona-
tion/class; Thursdays at noon: Weigh in at the 
Senior Center support weight loss group and 

Fridays at 10.30 a.m. Functional Fitness 
at the New Braintree Town Hall $3 donation/
class. Walking group members may request 
being added to the text MSG group by call-
ing the Senior Center at 508-882-4073 and 
leaving their name and cell phone number. If 
seniors can’t get to the Senior Center to make 
reservations or sign up or for more informa-
tion on offerings, they may call the Senior 
Center 508-882-4073 and leave a message or 
email COA@Oakham-MA.gov.

Senior Center hot lunches
Hot Lunches are offered at the Senior 

Center dining area Monday through Thursday 
at 11.15 a.m.  Reservations are needed at 
least two days in advance and can be made 
through the Congregate Meal Coordinator 
from 9 a.m.-12.15p.m. at 508-882-4072.

OAKHAM
by Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENTFarber & Lindley
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

56 Common Street, Barre

978-257-8389
Personal Injury

Automobile Accident
Landlord Representation

www.farberandlindley.com

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing
• Emergency Services
• Firewood $265/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

BA R R E  –  Q u a b b i n 
Community Cares, former-
ly Q-DRUG, is sponsor-
ing the 12 annual Purple 

for Prevention week March 
16-21. 

They have a new name, 
but their mission of sup-

porting local youth to find 
healthy choices,  make safe 
decisions and remain sub-
stance free are still the same. 

Quabbin Community Cares holds 
‘Purple for Prevention’ week

Submitted photo

Quabbin Regional High School students are signing a banner in support of 
Healthy Choices, Safe Decisions and Substance Free Living; student Rose Lyden 
is shown signing the banner

Post 2 holds meat
raffle on March 22

BARRE – American Legion Post 2 will 
hold a meat raffle on Sunday March 22 at 
2 p.m. at the Legion post, 450 South Barre 
Road. There are five tables and a 50/50 raffle. 
This is a great day to add some good meat to 
the freezer.

Berthiaume and Durant staff hold office hours
S t a t e  R e p .  D o n n i e 

Berthiaume and Chief of 
Staff, Donna and Senator 
Peter Durant’s office invites 
constituents and town offi-
cials to meet them to expres-
sany concerns, ideas or 
issues where they may need 
assistance.

Dates include Monday, 
April 6, staff will be at the 
Hubbardston Senior Center 
from 10-11 a.m.; Tuesday, 
April 7 at the Ware Senior 

Center from 9-9:45 a.m., 
Hardwick Town Hall from 
10-11 a.m.,West Brookfield 
Senior Center from 11:15 
a . m . - 1 2 : 1 5  p . m .  a n d 
Brookfield Town Hall from 
12:30-1:30 p.m.; Wednesday, 
April 8 at Leicester Senior 
Center from 9-9:45 a.m., 
Spencer Town Hall from 
10-11 a.m. and also with 
Tammy Ruda from Rep. 
Marsi’s office and East 
Brookfield Senior Center 

f rom 11:15 a .m.-noon; 
:Monday, April 13 at the 
Barre Senior Center from 
11 a.m.-noon and Tuesday, 
April 15 at the Oakham 
Town Hall from 9-9:45 
a.m., New Braintree Town 
Hall from 10-10:45 a.m. and 
North Brookfield Town Hall 
from 11 a.m.-noon.

People may call Donna at 
774-402-4742 if they would 
like a private meeting.

BARRE – Ellen Glidden, 
Town Clerk, announces the 
last day and time to register 
to vote will be Friday, March 
27 by 5 p.m.The last day and 
time to request a vote by mail 
ballot will be Monday, March 
30 at 5 p.m. The last day and 
time for voters who qualify, 
to vote in person by Absentee 

Ballot is Friday, April 3 by 5 
p.m. 

The Town Clerk’s Office, 
located at 40 West St., in the 
basement, will be open on 
each of the above deadline 
dates from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

People may visit www.
townofbar re . com under 
the Town Clerk’s page for 

more election information. 
Questions regarding the 
Election, 

Absentee and Early Voting 
or Voter Registration should 
be emailed to clerk@town-
ofbarre.com or by calling the 
Town Clerk at 978-355-2504 
extension 5.

 

Town Clerk announces town election deadlines

St. Joseph’s Cemetery 
hosts clean up March 28

BARRE – To facilitate spring clean up at 
St. Joseph’s Cemetery, South Barre Road, 
all winter baskets and decorations must be 
removed by Saturday, March 28. 

All remaining items will be discarded after 
the deadline. 

Please recycle this newspaper

fff
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PUBLIC MEETINGS
BARRE

Citizen’s Committee for Right of First 
Refusal – March 19 at 5 p.m.
Zoning Board of Appeals – March 19 and 
April 9 at 7 p.m.
Conservation Committee – March 24 and 
April 14  at 7 p.m.
Cemetery Commission – March 26 at
 11 a.m.
Finance Committee – March 31, April 7
 and April 14 at 6:30 p.m.
Council on Aging – April 1 at 12:30 p.m.
Planning Board – April 1 and April 7
 at 7 p.m.
Town Election Day – April 6 from
 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Select Board – April 6 at 5 p.m.
Felton Field Commission – April 7 
at 6:30 p.m.
Library Trustees – April 8 at 6:30 p.m.
Barre Housing Authority – April 9 at 1 
p.m.
Board of Health – April 13 at 5 p.m.
Water Commission – April 13 at 5:30 p.m.
DPW Commission – April 13 at 6 p.m.
Cable Advisory Committee – April 14 
at 7 p.m.
Master Plan Steering Committee – April 16
 at 5:30 p.m.

HARDWICK
Town Hall Advisory Committee – March 
20 
at 10 a.m.
Parks and Recreation Commission –
 March 23 at 4:30 p.m.
Planning Board – March 24 at 6:30 p.m.

Master Plan Steering Committee – March 
26 at 6:30 p.m.
Paige Library Trustees – March 26 and 
April 2 at 7 p.m.
Council of Aging – April 1 at 12:30 p.m. 
Gilbertville Public Library – April 8 at 3 
p.m.
Capital Planning Committee – May 18 at 
3 p.m.

HUBBARDSTON
Planning Board – March 19, April 1 and 
April 16 at 6:30 p.m.
Municipal Complex Building Committee – 
March 24 at 6 p.m.
Town Administrator Search Committee – 
March 25 at 6:30 p.m.
Zoning Board of Appeals – March 31
 at 6:30 p.m.
  Library Trustees – April 2 at 7 p.m.
Conservation Commission – April 7 
at 7 p.m.
Board of Health – April 14 at 7 p.m.
Board of Assessors – April 15 at 6 p.m.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
Finance Committee –March 19 at 4 p.m.
Zoning Board of Appeals – March 23
 at 6 p.m.
Community Block Grant Resident Meeting 
– April 1 at 6 p.m.
Downtown Development Committee –
 April 6 at 6:30 p.m.
Parks and Recreation July 4th
 Subcommittee – April 8 at 6 p.m.
Rep. Berthiuame Office hours – April 15
 from 11 a.m.-noon

Planning Board – April 15 at 6 p.m. 

OAKHAM
Library Trustees – March 19 at 4:30 p.m.
Finance Committee – March 24 at 7 p.m.

PETERSHAM
Select Board – March 19 at 5 p.m., March
 24 at 3 p.m., March 26 at 5:30 p.m., 
March
 31 at 3 p.m.and April 2 at 5:30 p.m. and
 April 7 at 3 p.m.
Advisory Finance Committee – March 19
 at 6 p.m.
Petersham Historic District  – March 19
 at 6 p.m.
Board of Assessors – March 20 at 9 a.m. 
Board of Health – March 24 at 6:30 p.m.
Open Space and Recreation Committee – 
April 7 at 6 p.m.
Conservation Commission – April 7 at 7 
p.m.
Council on Aging – April 13 at 10:30 a.m.
Cemetery Commission – April 14 at 11 
a.m.

RUTLAND
Board of Health – March 19 at 5 p.m.
Finance Committee and Select Board – 
March 19 at 6 p.m.
Library Board of Trustees – March 19
 at 7 p.m.
Planning Board Hearing – March 24 at
 6:30 p.m.
Planning Board Bylaw Sub Committee  – 
April 15 at 6 p.m.

Editorial deadline 
reminder

Deadline for e-mailed press releases is 
noon on Monday. Deadline for hard copy 
is noon on Friday. 

Legislators staff holds office hour
State Rep. Donnie Berthiaume’s Chief 

of Staff, Donna and Senator Peter Durant’s 
office invites constituents and town offi-
cials to meet them to express any concerns, 
ideas or issues where they may need assis-
tance. On Monday, April 6, staff will be at 
the Hubbardston Senior Center, Main Street, 
from 10-11 a.m. People may call Donna at 
774-402-4742 if they would like a private 
meeting.

Hubbardston Community Theatre
The  Hubbardston Community Theatre 

presen ts  Roger  and  Hammers te in’s 
“Cinderella,” enchanted edition on March 20, 
21 and 22 at the Hubbardston Center School, 
8 Elm St., in the gymnasium. Performances 
are Friday, March 20 at 7 p.m.; Saturday, 
March 21 at 1 p.m. and 7 p.m. and Sunday, 
March 22 at 7 p.m. Tickets are $15 adults 
age 12 and up, $12 for senior citizens and 
children age 3 to 11 and free for children age 
2 and under. People may pay by cash, check 
to HCT or Venmo. Tickets are available at the 
door or may be reserved in advance by email-
ing hubtheatre123@gmail.com. Director and 
choreographer is Amanda Hakala Schuster, 
assistant director Erin Blackstone and choral 
director Bethany Stefano.

Country Hen scholarships
The Country Hen Scholarship Fund 

awards a total of $1,000 in scholarships to 
one or more graduating high school students 
from Hubbardston. Applicants must be a 
Hubbardston resident for at least three years, 
be a graduating high school senior planning to 
attend an accredited college or university and 
have demonstrated community involvement 
during their high school years. Applications 
are available online by visiting the town web-
site at www.hubardstonma.gov and are due by 
Sunday, April 26. For questions, they should 
email admin@hubbardstonma.gov.

Senior Center events
All artists are welcome to attend the art 

group at the Hubbardston Senior Center every 
Friday from 9-11 a.m. A new activity at the 
Senior Center is the Creative Needle and 
Thread activity every Friday from 9 a.m.-
noon. All are invited to bring projects, such 
as embroidery, cross stitch, sewing and quilt-
ing. Questions may be directed to Michelle 
at 508-450-4476. Yarn-It-All group meets 
from 10 a.m.-noon. Knitting and crocheting 
projects will be worked on, and those who 
have questions will get help from others who 
attend. Games of Pitch are held the second 
and fourth Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m. and the 
first and third Fridays at 6:30 p.m. Cribbage is 
played every Thursday at 12:30 p.m., Bingo is 
every Monday at 12:30 p.m. and Wii Bowling 
is every Monday and Thursday at 9 a.m. 
Functional Exercise Classes are held at the 
Senior Center Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
9:30-10:30 a.m.  

 

HUBBARDSTON
by Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

Rededication of Gilbertville library to be held March 29
By Paula Ouimette

pouimette@turley.com

HARDWICK – Just over a 
century ago, the Gilbertville 
Public Library was dedicated 
on March 29, 1913, providing 
a source of knowledge, enrich-
ment and enjoyment for George 
H. Gilbert’s millworkers and 
their families.

Now, the endowment that 
has kept the library operating 
for generations has run out, and 
there are changes on the horizon 
for this beloved fixture in the 
community.

“The endowment ran out ear-
lier this year, after 112 years,” 
interim Library Director Laura 
Grunwerg said. 

Grunwerg said addition-
al funds from the town and the 
fundraising efforts of the Library 
Association have kept the 
library’s doors open. 

An experienced library direc-
tor prior to moving to town, 
Grunwerg was appointed to 
serve as the interim director 
following the departure of the 
Gilbertville Public Library’s 
long-serving director at the 
end of last year. Grunwerg was 
appointed to help with the tran-
sition and facilitate a possible 
merger with the Paige Memorial 
Library, which is located near 
the town’s common. 

Library Assistant Colleen 

Coran, who has been a famil-
iar face over the years, joins 
Grunwerg on the staff. 

The Gilbertvi l le  Publ ic 
Library has been carefully main-
tained under the stewardship 
of its trustees, Etelka Sarabia, 
Cheryl Wolfe, Anna Soos-Staiti, 
Chloe Moriarty, Mary Ann 
Vinskey and Ruth Hamilton 
Dewey. This includes replacing 
its heating oil tank, refurbishing 
its furnace, updating the electri-
cal panel and installing an elec-
tronic signboard at the front of 
the building. 

“They’ve been able to main-
tain the building, but we really 
need to upgrade the technology,” 
Grunwerg said.

Grunwerg said they are seek-
ing grants to replace the library’s 
six computers, and they are also 
working to restore the children’s 
room. 

The library itself is construct-
ed out of Indiana limestone, and 
adorned with arched stained 
glass windows. These windows 
have motifs representing seven 
well-known international pub-
lishing houses. 

When you walk into the 
library, your eyes are immedi-
ately drawn toward its vaulted 
ceiling and carved oak beam 
supports. 

During the library’s dedica-
tory address, speaker Henry K. 
Hyde said of its construction, 

“Built of enduring stone, with 
the best of materials and work-
manship, it will stand as an 
object lesson in art to the people 
of this community.”

The building “impresses even 
the most casual observer by its 
symmetry and perfect propor-
tions,” Hyde said. 

This past weekend, several 
community volunteers worked 
to prepare the library for an 
upcoming celebration of the 
anniversary of its dedication. 

Joining the efforts were Jeff 
Gaudette, Kevin Tindell and 

Robert Cowart. The volun-
teers are working to restore the 
library’s ornate woodwork, pol-
ish the stone entryway, and place 
carpeting throughout the reading 
areas.

Mark Monserrate is providing 
IT support and working on light-
ing and general handyman tasks. 

“These guys are doing it for 
free,” Grunwerg said. 

The anniversary celebration 
of the library’s dedication will 
be held on Sunday, March 29 
from 2-4 p.m. at the Gilbertville 
Public Library, 259 Main St., 
Gilbertville. There will be food, 
music and a show. 

Parking is available at the 
library, and at the adjacent Stone 
Church Cultural Center, and the 
Whistle Stop Restaurant across 
the street. 

Grunwerg said the library 
still stands as “a monument to 
literacy and community,” in 
town, but now it needs support 
from residents more than ever. 
She invited everyone to attend 
the celebration to rededicate the 
library.

“The Gilbertville Public 
Library is a valued community 
resource and it deserves to be 
treasured,” Grunwerg said. “It 
was founded for the communi-
ty, and the community will help 
restore, reinstate and reward it.”

Submitted photo

The otter was selected to 
be the Gilbertville Public 
Library’s mascot, as it is 
an inhabitant of the nearby 
Ware River. The waterway 
not only supports abundant 
wildlife, but it also powered 
the industry that shaped the 
village. 
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Opinion
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By Sue Coles

Community Resilience 
grew out of the Barre Climate 
Forum held at the Town Hall 
in September 2024. 

T h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Cl imate  Chief ,  Melissa 
H o f f e r ,  M I T  C l i m a t e 
Researcher, Adam Schlosser 
a n d  H a r v a r d  F o r e s t 
Research Scientist, Jonathan 
Thompson, spoke. About 
150 people attended. Many  
signed up to stay informed 
about the issues. After this, 
a smaller group of people 
began meeting. 

The scientis ts  at  the 
forum reported that climate 

change was taking on a life 
of its own. It was not some-
thing that could be stopped 
or reversed in the near future. 
The atmospheric conditions 
that created it would  remain 
in place for centuries and per-
haps get worse, even if the 
conditions generating them 
stopped with no additional 
green house gases emitted. 
The federal government is 
now reducing regulations on 
emissions.

The focus of the group 
soon shifted from how to 
reverse climate change to 
how to adapt and promote 
resilience in the face of possi-
ble adverse changes in many 

areas, not just climate. They 
took the name Community 
Resilience. Relatively cheap 
carbon based fossil fuels 
continue to be extracted, but 
become more difficult and 
more energy consuming to 
obtain. There is no readi-
ly available source of ener-
gy that is as cheap as fossils 
fuels able to meet the current 
level of consumption. 

Other concerns are the 
health of our air water and 
soil, loss of plant and animal 
biodiversity, agriculture prac-
tices that degrade soil and 
pollute water and air, migra-
tion pressure that will be 
exacerbated by melting gla-
ciers, to name a few issues 
that could be addressed. 

Membership ranges in age 
from 30-88. The focus is on 
learning and sharing informa-
tion about how the climate, 
environment and society is 
changing, and possible cours-
es of action. Individuals with 
a particular interest and capa-
bility lead projects of their 

5 years (March 25, 2021)
The Barre  Board  of 

Selectmen held two pole peti-
tions Monday, March 15. A 
spokesman for National Grid 
said the first petition request-
ed to run poles down Vernon 
Avenue to Barre Depot Road 
to remove wires off a right 
of way. The second petition 
included an underground por-
tion of conduit. The adminis-
trative assistant sent the plans 
to the department of public 
works superintendent Jason 
Pimental for his approval last 
week. He had not responded. 
Selectmen voted to continue 
the two pole petitions until 
the DPW signs off on the 
plans. All the pole locations 
are marked and National Grid 
would contact the DPW.

The Hubbardston Select 
Board appointed David 
Nixon, acting town admin-
istrator at its March 1 meet-
ing. Town administrator Ryan 
McLane was called to active 
duty and will be deployed 
overseas for one year. His 
t empora ry  r ep lacemen t 
came highly recommended 
and was town administrator 
in Hadley, a town similar to 
Hubbardston, for 15 years. 
Nixon recently retired from 
the Hadley position. 

The select board also 
approved Nixon’s contract. 
It included the same wage as 
McLane and called for four 
weeks vacation. 

At the North Brookfield 
Board of the Selectmen meet-
ing on March 16, Selectman 
John Tripp said he walks the 
Rail Trail frequently and sees 
tire marks and dirt bike marks 
on the trail. He said they need 
to notify people that motor-
ized vehicles are not per-
mitted on the trail and that 
residents should contact the 
police if they observe it hap-
pening. Tripp said National 

Grid cut a tree down that took 
down wires on Ward Street 
and left a pile of brush in the 
culvert and off to the side of 
the trail. Tripp said there are 
ruts on the trail from Orchard 
Road up to where the pipes 
go underneath. They will 
have to level out the trail. 

10 years (March 24 2016)

Barre Town Administrator 
Heather Lemieux presented 
a proposal for custodial ser-
vice for the town hall, senior 
center and the Henry Woods 
Building. Currently, the town 
out sources custodial work. 
She said the town would 
be adding the public safety 
building when that is com-
pleted. She proposed hiring 
one town custodian for all the 
buildings. She will bring it up 
at the next finance committee 
meeting. 

Recently the Oakham 
Fire Department purchased 
a Lucas2 machine. This 
electrically powered CPR 
machine offers the most 
compact, lightweight and 

portable solution to maintain 
circulation in cardiac arrest 
patients. It will help us save 
more lives in the community. 
The fire department was able 
to purchase this life saving 
device because of fundraising 
events through the Oakham 
Fire Department Association 
and the department’s gener-
al budget. The Oakham Fire 
Department  Associat ion 
would like to thank the gen-
erous people of Oakham and 
surrounding towns for their 
continued financial support at 
its golf tournaments, chicken 
barbecues and other fundrais-
ers 

“Mini Magic,” a Miniature 
Horse Show will be held on 
Saturday, April 2 beginning 
at 9 a.m. at Stoney Hill Farm, 
1510 South St.in Barre. It is 
free and open to all. The “pint 
size” members of the equine 
world and their handlers will 
compete in classes from hunt-
er and jumper, to driving, 
showmanship and pleasure 
and tricks and games.  There 

Look Back
Red Feather Ramble – 2016

File photo

Some of the youth winners in the Red Feather 
Ramble hosted by Camp Putnam in New 
Braintree.
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What is Community Resilience?

COMMUNITY RESILIENCE
For our rural way of life in changing times

 Dear Rusty: 
The time is nearing that I 

want to move from my cur-
rent Social Security survivor 
benefit to my own SS retire-
ment benefit at 70 years of 
age. 

I have been looking more 
deeply into the applica-
tion of Delayed Retirement 
Credits and I have read 
that DRCs accumulated 
in the year that I turn 70, 
September 2026, will not 
be effective when I actually 
turn 70. Rather, those DRCs 
won’t be paid until the fol-
lowing year. Can you verify 
that this is correct? I pre-
sume that if the DRC’s are 
not applied at age 70, that 
they will be applied some-
time after the first of the 
year and any increase will 
be paid retroactively. 

Signed: Retiring Soon
 
Dear Retiring Soon: 
The Delayed Retirement 

Credits you speak of have 
accumulated at the rate of 
8% per year (.667% per 
month) since you reached 
your SS Full Retirement 
Age, which means that at 
age 70 your monthly SS 
benefit will be about 129% 
of the amount you were 
entitled to at your FRA of 
66 years plus 4 months.   

However, your under-
standing of how DRCs will 
work for you at age 70 is 
not correct. If you claim 
for your Social Security 
retirement benefits to begin 
in September 2026 (the 
month you turn 70) you will 
receive all DRCs, you have 
accumulated up to that point 
in time. In other words, 
you will get your full age 
70 benefit amount immedi-
ately, including all DRCs 
earned until then, effective 
with your first SS retirement 
payment, which you will 
get in October 2026. What 
you have likely read about 

is that DRCs work a bit dif-
ferently for those who claim 
SS after their full retirement 
age, but before their 70th 
birthday month.  

For those who claim 
mid-year but before age 
70, only DRCs earned 
through the end of the pre-
ceding year are initially 
applied and DRCs earned 
during the current year are 
not paid until the follow-
ing January. This results in 
a loss of some SS benefit 
between the time bene-
fits start and the following 
January, because only the 
amount earned as of the end 
of the previous year are first 
paid, and the full number 
of DRCs earned during the 
current year are applied in 
January. 

But, as is the case for 
you, when benefits are 
claimed to start in the 
month you reach 70 years 
of age, all DRCs earned up 
to the month of your 70th 
birthday are immediately 
applied. Congratulations on 
selecting a strategy which 
will maximize your monthly 
Social Security benefit.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmental 
entity. This article is intend-
ed for information purpos-
es and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by 
the National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.             

When will I get full credit for 
delaying my SS retirement?

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

 By A.B. Splaine

When he wrote “On The 
Road” in the early 1950s, 
Jack Kerouac said that 
he had gone looking for 
America and couldn’t find it 
anywhere. 

I wish he had been with 
me recently on a Sunday 
at noon time, on the com-
mon in the lovely little cen-
tral Massachusetts town 
of Barre. There I met and 
spoke with fifty or so dedi-
cated protesters who, week 
in and week out, brave the 
cold, winter wind to exer-
cise their constitutional, 
first amendment right of 
free speech. For many, their 
passionate belief in our 
founding father’s ideal of 
government by the consent 
of the governed, has been 
illegally and immorally torn 
to shreds in recent days.

While I spoke briefly 
with many, I had the good 
fortune to engage with 
Kevin Canterbury, a leader 
and organizer of the group. 
He spoke with trepidation of 
the direction that the current 
administration has taken 
and where it will contin-
ue to wander if Americans 
sit idly by and do nothing. 
He feels, as I do, that there 
comes a time when inaction 
becomes the equivalent of 
tacit approval. 

I remember as a young 
man in the 1050s and 60s 
hearing statements about 
how the German population 
simply sat by and let Adolph 
Hitler lead them down the 

road to historical condem-
nation for failing to speak 
up against what they knew 
was intrinsically wrong. The 
day has dawned right here 
in America when silence is 
no longer acceptable. 

Like Canterbury, we 
must exercise our consti-
tutional rights to speak out 
against the abuse of power, 
and, more importantly, do 
all we can to get out the 
vote this Nov. 3, 2026. 
A resounding rejection of 
these abuses and a spirited 
season of resurgent nation-
al commitment to what this 
country started as and has so 
blatantly drifted away from 
will send a message as pow-
erful as the shot heard round 
the world.

This is your country 
as well as mine. Whether 
you vote Republican or 
Democrat matters not to 
me, but the exercise of your 
franchise and the trusting 
belief in the innate goodness 
of the American people will 
always keep us on the right 
road. We are a nation in 
crisis right now and need a 
re-commitment to our tradi-
tional values that brought us 
to the pinnacle of mankind. 

When Dylan asked, “If 
your time to you is worth 
saving?” in his treatise 
The Times They Are A 
‘Changing, he meant for 
each and every one of us 
to examine our own con-
science and respond in 

‘My Country ‘Tis of Thee’

Guest Column
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Male yellow-bellied 
sapsucker

An Oakham resident saw 
a yellow-bellied sapsucker 
also known as yellow-bel-
lied woodpecker at her suet 
feeder earlier this month.

They have a long point-
ed bill and the typical black 
and white feather pattern of 
the downy and hairy wood-
peckers. Sapsuckers are 
larger than downy wood-
peckers and smaller than 
hairy woodpeckers. The 
yellow feathers are muted 
and not that visible as the 
resident noted. They also 
have vertical, white wing 
patches. Both adult males 
and females have a red fore-
head. However the male has 
a red throat and the female, 
a white throat. Their young 
have brownish coloration, 
but they do have the white 
wing patches 

As the name sapsucker 

implies, these woodpecker 
drill holes, row after row, to 
get at the sap found in many 
native species of trees such 
as aspen, birch (paper and 
yellow), elm, eastern hem-
lock, sugar maple, etc.in 
springtime. Other birds such 
as ruby-throated humming-
birds, bats and insects also 
drink from these “sap taps.”

People who burn wood 
most likely have seen the 
neat rows of  holes drilled 
by the sapsucker in some of 
the wood from their pile.

The drumming of the 
yellow-bellied sapsucker is 
very distinctive, consisting 
of a roll with clearly separat-
ed taps at the end and some-
times at the beginning “tap-
tap trrrrrrrrrrr ta-ta- tat-tat-
tat.” Both sexes drum. Ritual 
tapping at the lower rim of 
the nest hole is a rather com-
mon acoustic signal.

The yellow-bellied is the 
only sapsucker seen in the 
eastern half of the U.S. and 
across the northern forests. 
These sapsuckers are migra-
tory, which is a fairly rare 
trait for woodpeckers. They 
live in a variety of habitats 
from low-lying floodplains 
to mountainous forests at 
10,000 feet. Their breeding 
range extends from Alaska 
to Newfoundland and south 
along the Appalachians. 
They winter across the East 
from New Jersey west to 
Texas and all the way south 

to Panama.
A common breeding dis-

play involves males point-
ing their bills skyward as 
they showcase their red 
throat patch for an inter-
ested female. Though both 
sexes are involved with 
excavating nesting cavities; 
males do most of the work. 
Occasionally, sapsuckers 
visit bird feeders for suet.

Bald eagle and turkey 
vultures

Early this  month,  a 
Worthington resident sent 
an email. He said he had a 
“lucky and thrilling sighting 
of an eagle, white tail obvi-
ous, circling on high with 
three turkey vultures and 
he called it  “intra species 
cooperation” or more likely, 
the eagle using the vulture’s 
ability to find carrion.

I saw three turkey vul-
tures along Route 122 in 
Barre near Vernon Avenue 
on March 16. I saw two 
turkey vultures in Oakham 
on St. Patrick’s Day. Their 
return is a sign of spring.

Robins
Huge flock of robins. 

Last week, I saw a huge 
flock of robins, probably 
close to 100 birds fly over 
head along Route 32 in 
Gilbertville. Robins over-
winter in this area, but large 
flocks are the returning rob-
ins that migrate. 

Canada geese
The Canada geese are 

also returning. I saw quite 
a few geese in a cornfield 
in Spencer last week. I also 
saw about a dozen or saw fly 
overhead. 

People may report a 
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by calling me 
at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@tur-
ley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005.

kind. It wasn’t just a popular 
song of the day, it was a call 
to arms to an entire genera-
tion to stand up for an ideal 
that will admirably define 
us forever. If you can tear 
yourself away from the ordi-
nary distractions of the day 
and join these extraordinary 
Americans each Sunday from 
noon till 1:30 p.m, you’ll feel 
all the better about your coun-
try and the person looking 
back at you in the mirror.                                                     

Serenity Hill Sampler
by Jane McCauley

March is about half over 
and spring is getting closer.  

This has been a very cold 
and snowy winter and hope-
fully we get a nice spring. 
The snow is melting slowly at 
Serenity Hill which is good, 
but some days the driveway, 
which is long, gets a little 
muddy.  

The Handyman made 
ditches to run the water off 
so it would not turn to mud. 
This driveway has been a 
challenge this year. Because 
we have help coming at var-
ious days, we have to have it 
passable.

Most of the meals I make 
contain either hamburg, 
chicken thighs.  chicken 
breasts or shrimp. For supper 
this evening I made a chicken 
thighs with elbow macaroni, 
chopped onions, and tomato 
sauce. I put everything in a 

cast iron fry pan and cooked 
it for about one hour. I served 
it with muffins and broccoli 
boiled on the stove. I find that 
the broccoli gets too brown if 
done in the oven with the rest 
of the meal.

This and That
I was surprised to receive 

a letter stating the income tax 
refunds for the federal have 
to have a bank deposit. We 
received the state refund by 
mail. They seem to be mak-
ing it hard for us voters.

I also found out that the 
banks and credit unions are 
not going to use pass books 
any more. Guess I have to get 
up to date with the times.  

Each day I try to call a 
senior friend. The other day 
I called a widower and after 
we were done talking he 
asked me if there was a rea-
son I called. I said I just like 

to check on my senior friends 
and he thanked me.  

Today I called a friend 
who lives at the Masonic 
Home. She is really having a 
wonderful time there.  They 
have so many activities to 
keep them busy. Have you 
heard of Crystal Art?  It is 
art work on cards done with 
small beads. I got a Lovely 
Christmas card from my pen 
pal in Oakham with this on 
the design. My friend at the 
Masonic Home is doing it 
also..  

I put up a lovely display 
of Easter bunnies now that St. 
Patrick’s day is over. I also 
have a large wooden bowls of 
ceramic and cloth eggs on the 
dining room table.  

Have a nice week and 
hopefully winter will be over 
soon.

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

in my

By Ellenor Downer

will be a costume class and 
awards given. Refreshments 
and raffles will be included 
in the day long activities that 
will be held rain or shine. 
Central New England Equine 
Rescue is holding this event 
in conjunction with ASPCA’s 
“Help a Horse Day.”

25 years (March 22, 2001)
A special election will be 

scheduled sometime this year 
to fill the state representative 
seat vacated with the resig-
nation of David Tuttle last 
week. The only question is 
when it will be held. Under 
state law, the Speaker of the 
House, state Rep. Thomas 
Finneran (D-Boston)  is 
empowered to call the spe-
cial election and set the date 
when a vacancy exists in the 
House. He has not indicat-
ed any time table as of yet. 
Tuttle resigned last week 
to take a regional post with 
the Bush administration 
as state director of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s 
Rural Assistance Program. 
His district includes 10 area 
towns and already candidates 
are lining up to make a run. 
There are at least four poten-
tial Republican challengers 
and at least two Democratic 
ones.

Incumbent  se lec tman 
Richard Stevens survived a 
strong challenge from Sandy 
Demetropoulos, the widow 
of a former selectman, to win 
a fourth term on the board.
Balloting was completed 
Monday, tow weeks after 

a nor’easter forced polls to 
close at 3:30 p.m. March 5. 
A judge set Monday, March 
19 to complete the ballot-
ing. According to Town 
Clerk Ellen Glidden 36% 
of the town’s voters turned 
out to cast ballots in sever-
al contested and uncontested 
races. Stevens picked up 601 
of the 1,128 votes cast and 
Demetropoulos received 489 
in her first bid for a seat on 
the board.

O a k h a m  H i g h w a y 
Superintendent C. Kevin 
Currier told the Board of 
Selectmen that he is almost 
out of money in the hired 
part-time account, diesel fuel 
account and hired equip-
ment account. The Finance 
Committee authorized autho-
rized deficit spending of 
the snow and ice account, 
which consists of sand, salt 
and overtime account. The 
Finance Committee agreed 
that diesel fuel was storm 
related expenditure. He also 
said that he is almost out of 
money in the fuel and elec-
tricity accounts. Selectmen 
told him to go to the Finance 
Committee and warned him 
that he can not deficit spend 
the fuel  and electrici ty 
accounts. 

38 years (March 24, 1988)
Events cancelled during 

the last two days of Quabbin 
Regional High School’s 
Spirit Week because of a 
class rivalry will be resched-
uled according to Principal 
Maureen LaCroix. Spirit 
week came to an abrupt end 
last Thursday after LaCroix 

cancelled the remaining 
events because of what she 
says was a rivalry between 
the junior and senior classes, 
which threatened the purpose 
of the week. The problems 
related to the cancellation 
started early in the week 
when some students broke 
into the school on Monday 
night. 

For the third time in nine 
months the Barre Zoning 
Board of Appeals met to con-
sider a petition for a dimen-
sional variance from Thomas 
Pettee of Pleasant Street. The 
ZBA conducted the public 
hearing at the Henry Woods 
Building on March 8 to hear 
Pettee’s request for a dimen-
sional variance to allow 
construction of a house and 
barn off Bentley Lane. But 
despite a hearing exceed-
ing two hours, the board 
made no decision. Pettee 
was not present at the hear-
ing but was represented by 
Attorney Robin F. Luberoff 
of Petersham.

The Barre Board of Sewer 
Commissioners will hold a 
public hearing on April 5, 
1988 at the Henry Woods 
Building at 8 p.m. to discuss 
the Sewer Specifications, the 
Sewer User Charge System, 
the Sewer rules and regula-
tions and betterment charges. 
Copies of these items will 
be available at the Town 
Hall and the Henry Woods 
Building as of March 28. 
The rules and regulations 
and the betterment charges 
will be voted upon at the 
Special Town Meeting on 
April 11.

PAST PAGES from page 4

GUEST COLUMN 
from page 4

choosing. The purpose is to 
learn and share information 
about our present circum-
stances and to engage in 
activities that contribute to 
a healthy environment and 
society. 

 A book club meets 
monthly. A native plant 
and pollinator group devel-
oped a plan for a native 
flower garden on the Barre 
Common, working with the 
Barre Common Oversight 
Committee. They will need 
volunteers to help with the 
implementation. 

As of January 2026, sin-
gle use plastic is being col-
lected at Higgins Energy 
Alternatives, to be used 
for  the manufacture of 
wood-plastic composites 
for decking, etc. Members 
contribute to a Community 
Resilience column in the 
Barre Gazette. Skill shares 
took place on the subjects of 
regenerative farming, using 
rain barrels to collect water 
and bike repair. 

On Earth Day, 2025 on the 
Barre Common, Community 
Resilience sponsored plant 
giveaways, hand painted 
models of native pollina-
tors, a neighborhood clean 
up booth,  awareness of 

Regenerative Farming and a 
popular clothing swap. There 
was a demonstration of live 
stock enclosures that work. 
Plans for Earth Day, April 25, 
2026, are in the works.   

Future plans are to contin-
ue to learn, to build commu-
nity and to engage in projects 
that contribute to a healthy 
future. Ways  to get involved 
include getting on the mailing 
list to find out about meet-
ings. 

COMMUNITY 
RESILIENCE from page 4

The email address  is 
CommunityResilience Barre
@gmail.com.

Paige Memorial Library lists events
HARDWICK –  On 

Thursday, March 19 at 6 
p.m. a portal opens at the 
Paige Memorial Library, 87 
Petersham Road. 

Become acquainted with 
David Payne and his debut 
novel “Out of the Dark,”a 
portal horror about two sib-
lings, one who is taken and 
one who spends their life 
searching. Payne has other 
short stories available, some 
available to check out at the 
library.

The seed library returns 
on Saturday, March 21 
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. People 
may drop in for a spring-
tide celebration to celebrate 
the spring equinox and the 
awakening of the earth. The 
seed library will debut and 
the library will have  fun 
make-and-take crafts and 
more!  People may bring 
some baked goodies to 

share.
On  Saturdays through 

March 28 there will be 
drop adult handcraft work-
shop from 10:45 a.m.-12:15 
p.m. with Pam Hinckley. 
On Tuesday, March 24 at 
5:30 p.m. and Wednesday, 
March 25 at 2:30 p.m. peo-
ple may come learn Pysanky 
Ukrainian egg decorating. 
Participants will learn the 
traditional process of egg 
decorating using wax and 
dye. It is said that creating 
Pysanka fights evil in the 
world.  They should bring a 
fresh white egg. The library 
provides the beeswax, dye 
and kistkas.

A new page to screen 
discussion group meets 
Tuesday, March 31 from 6-7 
p.m. People may read the 
book and/or watch the new 
movie, then come together 
to discuss their favorite parts 

and plot points that make 
them cringe/

Other ongoing library 
activities include the story 
time with an activity on 
Wednesdays from 10:30 
a.m.-noon,  Paige Book 
Club, the Cookbook Club, 
Celebrate Hardwick, the 
Ongoing Book Sale, the 
Paige Writers and the Movie 
Festival Committee.  Come 
join a group or suggest a 
new one.  More events are 
coming!  People may check 
their Facebook page at 
https://www.paigelibrary.
com or visit their website 
at http://www.paigelibrary.
com/.

The l ibrary is  open 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 2-7 p.m., Wednesdays 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. and 
Saturdays from 9 a.m.-1 
p.m.

www.turley.com
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Inclined to do
  4. Sketches
 10. Book of 

Chronicles (abbr.)
 11. Atomic #58
 12. Dorm official
 14. Small Eurasian 

deer
 15. Southern 

constellation
 16. Workers’ groups
 18. Former
 22. Excellent
 23. Romance 

language related 
to Spanish

 24. Reference
 26. Equally
 27. Dirty towels
 28. A cargo (abbr.)
 30. Ammunition
 31. You get one in 

summer

 34. Slang for trucks 
with trailers

 36. Swiss river
 37. Exchange rate
 39. British School
 40. College teacher
 41. Foreign Service
 42. Horse gear
 48. Cost to fly
 50. A salt or ester of 

boric acid
 51. Mocking
 52. One who bird-

watches
 53. Concluding 

passage
 54. A major division 

of geological time
 55. Sodium
 56. A way to produce
 58. Soak
 59. Laughed loudly 

and harshly
 60. Affirmative

CLUES DOWN
  1. Moth species 

phalonidia __
  2. Quantum of energy
  3. Break the law
  4. Location of White 

House
  5. Official 

cancellation of a 
decision

  6. Where rockers 
work

  7. Cut of beef: __ 
mignon

  8. Nocturnal 
burrowing reptile

  9. Atomic #62
 12. Genus of 

evergreen 
subshrubs

 13. Flowering plant of 
the legume family

 17. Inches per minute 
(abbr.)

 19. Tropical fruit
 20. Hot fluid beneath 

the earth’s crust
 21. James __, painter
 25. Popular dessert
 29. Payment (abbr.)
 31. Cuisine style
 32. Genus of true flies
 33. City in western 

France
 35. Arrogance
 38. One holding 

a position of 
command

 41. Weekday
 43. An evening party
 44. Print errors
 45. Not good
 46. Egyptian Sun god
 47. East German town
 49. Olfactory property
 56. Atomic #37
 57. “Pollock” actor 

Harris

SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
from page 1
third lunch every day this 
term and she said by third 
lunch many of the lunch 
options are not available. The 
Superintendent will pass that 
information on to the food 
department. 

Superintendent report
Superintendent Mucha 

said 76% of those, who 
responded to the strategic 
plan survey felt pride in the 
schools. She also said there 
were a lot of comments on 
transitions from elementary 
school to middle school and 
middle school to high school.

She said the district was 
working with the Department 
of Elementary and Secondary 
Education on issuing a plan 
for an agricultural program. 
She said it would be collab-
orative with other schools to 

help the program be more 
sustainable.

She also said she hoped 
the house and senate budgets 
when received would provide 
more for K to 12 grades than 
the Governor’s budget. 

She said there was no con-
crete plan for the Hardwick 
Elementary School boiler, 
one of two, which started 
leaking and was shut off. At 
present, only one of the boil-
ers functions. The Oakham 
Center School boiler auto-
matic control panel failed 
and that system has to be 
manually set.

She also gave an update 
on North Brookfield tuition-
ing high school students to 
either Quabbin or Quaboag 
School District. Sixty stu-
dents school choice to the 
Quabbin District. She said 
many in that town want to 

keep their high school and 
work at getting school choice 
students back to the high 
school.

School Committee mem-
ber Dr. Richard Allen said 
North Brookfield got  it 
“wrong and they should be 
looking at what was the best 
education then look at how 
they can pay for it.” 

Other business
T h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 

reported there were three 
students looking into attend-
ing either Norfolk or Smith 
Vocat ional  Agricul tural 
schools. Two were from 
New Braintree and one from 
Oakham. Tuition at these 
schools were $30,000 per 
student plus transportation 
costs. These students have 
the right to attend and the 
towns must pay for their edu-
cation.

item. 
Tax title attorney was also 

listed in the administration 
budget and is different from 
a town counsel. Tax title 
properties can be taken to 
auction, but the Board was 
unsure of what the expenses 
would be when doing that. 
This is a number the Finance 
Committee and Select Board 
can review. 

Fo r  l eg a l  s e r v i c e s , 

Caggiano did provide the 
last four years for this item. 
Legal fees are going up $10 
an hour. Next year, the town 
is hoping legal won’t be used 
as much. 

Detailed transactions for 
legal were also requested by 
Tinker. Caggiano said that 
Tinker has the documents 
except for the last invoice for 
the month of January.

Tinker thought it be best 
to budget this item at a “safe 
number,” and suggested 
$35,000. After further dis-

cussion, the Board adjusted 
the item to $33,000. 

For the Town Clerk, the 
joint meeting addressed sal-
ary, expenses, and elections 
which fluctuate. The board 
was wondering what soft-
ware source the Town Clerk 
uses for tasks. 

Tinker said he spoke with 
Town Clerk, Ryan Witkos, 
about certifying and cod-
ifying the bylaws. Tinker 
believes this is something 
that needs to be done and 
will likely be brought up at 

the Annual Town Meeting. 
“It’s something the town 

really needs to do,” Tinker 
said. 

The joint meeting then 
came across  conserva-
tion and their budget items. 
A couple  members  o f 
Hardwick’s Conservation 
C o m m i s s i o n ,  Wi l l i a m 
Zinni, Jr, Chair and Rebecca 
Bottomley,  Vice Chair, 
brought up the idea to possi-
bly recruit an agent for con-
servation. 

There are towns out there 

that have full-time and part-
time agents. 

“We were thinking we 
could share an agent posi-
tion,” Zinni said.

“The town is lucky we 
have wetlands biologists,” 
Bottomley said. 

In a lot instances it feels 
like a full-time position. The 
Conservation Commission 
members believe it would 
be beneficial to have a part-
time worker who can answer 
questions for people who call 
and address simple things 

like wetlands. 
Conducting site visits 

is a big roll for conserva-
tion, and members volun-
teer a lot of their time, even 
though the workload has 
increased through the years. 
Conservation made a valid 
point and will be taken into 
consideration. 

The Select Board and the 
Finance Committee will con-
tinue discussion of the FY 
27 budget at the March 30 
meeting at 6 p.m. 

HARDWICK from page 1

Ham radio club meeting 
to be held on March 30

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
Local amateur radio opera-
tors and the public are invited 
to the next Quaboag Valley 
Amateur Radio Club meet-
ing, March 30 at 6:30 p.m. at 
the West Brookfield Senior 
Center, 73 Central St. 

This month’s program 
features Smitty KC1IKA, 
who serves as a Net Control 
Station (NCS) for ARES, 
Skywarn, and CERT – roles 
that require staying on the air 
when conditions are at their 
worst.

Smi t ty  wi l l  share  a 
behind‑the‑scenes look at 
how he prepares for storms, 
power outages, and field 
deployments. His presen-
tation covers the radios he 
relies on, the battery and 
solar systems he built, and 
the reasoning behind his 
equipment choices. He’ll also 
discuss situational aware-

ness techniques and multi-
ple methods for maintaining 
communication when the 
grid goes down.

Whether you’re involved 
in emergency communica-
tions or simply enjoy oper-
ating portable from parks, 
summits, or Field Day sites, 
you’ll come away with prac-
tical ideas you can apply to 
your own setup. All are wel-
come to attend. 

For more information 
about the club, upcoming 
events, or licensing oppor-
tunities, visit www.QVARC.
com. 

The club also will be 
having a VE session for any 
hams looking to upgrade or 
newcomers looking to test 
for the first time. The exam 
fee is $15. Session starts at 
5:30 p.m. Questions? Please 
email Peter at pbaldracchi@
charter.net.

Haston library lists programs
NORTH BROOKFIELD 

–  Has ton  F ree  Pub l i c 
Library, 161 North Main 
St., offers March story times 
are Tuesdays, March 24 
and 31 at 10:30 a.m. in the 
Children’s Room.

On Wednesday, March 
25 from 10-11 a.m. the 
library offers offers read, 
build play a pre-k program 
in the Children’s Room. The 
library will hold their fifth 
annual Easter egg hunt on 
Saturday, March 28 at 10 a.m. 
in the Children’s Room and 
Tuesday, March 31 at 10:30 
a.m. after story time in the 
Children’s Room. Children 
should bring their own basket.

The library is expanding 

its technology lending pro-
gram with 30 new devices 
available for patron borrow-
ing beginning Wednesday, 
April 1. The collection will 
include 15 laptops and 15 
tablets, giving communi-
ty members greater access 
to technology for work, 
school communication and 
everyday tasks.  Two laptops 
include JAWS screen-read-
ing software designed for 
patrons with low vision and 
three tablets feature TD Snap 
communication software, an 
augmentative and alternative 
communication system that 
supports individuals, who 
use assistive communications 
tools.

Send resume 

& cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Email: jamie@turley.com

Turley Publications is a 
locally owned family business, offers a 
competitive commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

➤ Do you want to work in your 
community helping local businesses 
connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting 
local journalism, which tells the 
unique stories of our communities? 

➤ You must be a self-starter with 
excellent communication and 
organizational skills. Basic computer 
skills are required. Previous print 
sales experience is preferred 
but we will train the right candidate. 

Now Hiring!
Advertising Sales       Representative

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications is looking for an outgoing, 
energetic person interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers an supplesments. The right candidate will assume 
an established territory with a portfolio of customers.

Barn breakfasts 
served at 
Hardwick Winery

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK –  The 
Hardwick  Vineyard  & 
Winery, 3305 Greenwich 
Road, is hosting its annu-
al Maple Barn Breakfasts 
during the month of March.

This is the 18th year 
the winery has offered this 
breakfast  on Saturdays 
and Sundays. Hardwick 
Vineyard & Winery owner 
John Samek was keeping 
busy working with his ded-
icated team making sure all 
the guests were taken care 
of as the buffet of break-
fast foods were ready to be 
served.

Samek wanted to create 
a festival to take place in the 
springtime. Since March is 
the month of tapping trees 
and making maple syrup, 
the idea of having an event 
where “everything maple” 
is a theme soon lead to 
the idea of a Maple Barn 
Breakfast. 

The idea certainly stuck 
as the annual Maple Barn 
Breakfast sells out every 
weekend. Samek and his 
manager Kaitlin Young 
estimate that the winery 
gets about 400 guests in a 
day during Maple Barn 
Breakfast. 

The food made at the 
Hardwick  Vineyard  & 
Winery is irresistible and 
features all the breakfast 
favorites, including butter-
milk pancakes, maple bacon, 
maple sausage, eggs, twice 

baked potato casserole, 
maple baked French toast, 
and Lucy’s famous home-
made porridge. 

The highlights during 
breakfast include local 
maple products, harvest 
maple wine, maple wine 
slushies, maple wine mimo-
sas, Hardwick red bacon 
bloody Mary’s, local ven-
dors, and live music. 

The annual Maple Barn 
Breakfast draws commuters 
from all over Massachusetts 
and Connecticut and share 
about their great experience 
at Hardwick Winery. 

“The breakfast is deli-
c ious ,  and  they  have 
great wine,” said Jackie 
Va i l l a n c o u r t  f r o m 
Connecticut. 

One of the parties dining 
this past weekend is mem-
bers of the Connecticut 
Wine Lovers Group. This 
was the group’s first visit to 

the Hardwick Vineyard & 
Winery, and they said they 
loved their visit, the break-
fast, and the wine. After 
experiencing the Maple 
Barn Breakfast, members 
of the Connecticut Wine 
Lovers Group said they will 
come back to the Hardwick 
Vineyard & Winery. 

The popularity of the 
Maple Barn Breakfast has 
certainly grown. Young 
shared that tickets for the 
event are released in January 
and half are already sold out 
by the time March arrives. 
The entire crew at Hardwick 
Vineyard & Winery work 
hard to put this amazing 
breakfast together. 

One of the popular warm 
beverages during the Maple 
Barn Breakfast is maple 
coffee. Samek shared that 
the coffee comes from King 
David Coffee in Nashua, 
New Hampshire. The winery 

sells packets of this coffee. 
The Hardwick Vineyard 

& Winery uses multiple 
maple sugar shacks in the 
local area; Hardwick Sugar 
Shack, North Hadley Sugar 
Shack, and Magwiggan’s 
Gold  Maple  Syrup  of 
Monson. 

T h e  M a p l e  B a r n 
Breakfast also welcomed 
several local vendors during 
the month of March. There 
is Cookies by Ray, Wickedly 
Wild Gourmet  Sauces, 
Magwiggan’s Gold Maple 
Syrup, Wicked Good Treats 
by Elaine, and Girl Scout 
cookies. 

Live music from local 
music groups is also high-
lighted during the Maple 
Barn Breakfast. Music is 
played on Saturdays and 
Sundays from 1-4 p.m. 

For more information, 
visit www.hardwickwinery.
com. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago

Hardwick Vineyard & Winery owner John Samek checked in on the buffet line 
making sure guests enjoy the phenomenal Maple Barn Breakfast. 

March is maple season

ANSWERS ON PAGE 12
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YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE HOMEHOME PROs

SWIMMING POOLS

108 Main St. (Rt. 32), South Barre
508-882-3913 • 978-355-6465

VACATION IN YOUR BACKYARD
Two Types of In-Ground/Above Ground Pools

In-Ground Liner Replacements • Heaters
Service • Chemicals & Supplies • Water Testing

LOGGING

LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY
Shipping Can Be Arranged • Rentals Available

413-544-9027 • 1-800-232-6132
1292 Park Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Mon.-Fri. 6:30am-4pm • Sat. 7am-Noon

Park Saw Shop

TREE SERVICE HEATING OIL & A/CThree (3) Spot Colors Version
PANTONE Blue 072 C          PANTONE 278 C          PANTONE 485 C          PANTONE 485 C @70%

• FUEL • SERVICE 24/7
• INSTALLATION • AIR CONDITIONING

508•867•7447 • ShermanOil.com
CHECK YOUR A/C TODAY & BEAT THE HEAT!

PLUMBING & HEATING

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING NEEDS
SIZEABLE REBATES MAY BE AVAILABLE TO YOU

CALL US TO DISCUSS HEATING EQUIPMENT UPGRADES
www.becplumbing.com

Warren, MA 413-436-0076        Ware, MA 413-967-0076

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

PAINTING & PAPERING

SABLACK
PAINTING & PAPERING

Professional Workmanship
Interior & Exterior • Residential & Commercial

PaPer Hanging • Drywall Service • ceramic Tile

Free eSTimaTeS • Fully inSureD

Warren, MA        (508) 868-7312

Build Your  
Business

CALL: 
413.283.8393

EMAIL: 
dflynn@turley.com

Special Advertising Rates 
for Local Small Businesses 
- Ad Design Included!

Reach local 
households, 
in print 
and online!

HEREHERE

HOME • YARD • GARDEN

Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031
413-477-6913 • www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM; Sat 8AM-4PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

For All Your Yard, Garden & Garage Needs
Become A Member & Save Money!

meeting, and each of them 
have to approve it, when 
it is sent back to the state. 
She said the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education has pre-approved 
the agreement. 

Comments from board
Katie Young, vice-chair 

of the Select Board said 
the $5,000-$10,000 budget 
range for capital improve-
ment projects seems too 
low. Mucha said she agreed, 
and thought the task force, 
who drafted the agreement 
would increase that budget. 
Select Board member Peter 
Walker said that the budget 
was drafted 30 years ago and 
that prices have changed in 
that time. Mucha said that  
$10,000 is a limit before it is 
required to get three quotes 
on repairs. 

Walker said this presenta-
tion should have been a pro-
posal, not a final draft for 
vote at town meeting. 

Mucha said the other 

towns were not concerned 
and Hubbardston was the 
only town so far that was, 
and she said she did not 
anticipate New Braintree 
having concerns when the 
agreement is presented to 
them on March 30. 

Chamberlain also read a 
portion of an article previ-
ously printed in the Barre 
Gazette, in the Feb. 19 edi-
tion, which mentioned a dis-
cussion the board had per-
taining to the school budget 
and a need to examine the 
data of the school to ensure 
that each town is getting a 
fair share of the cost. She 
said that conversation could 
hurt the relationship between 
the town and district. 

Town  Admin i s t r a to r 
Sean Fitzgerald said he did 
not share that information 
to disparage the district, 
but presented it to set bud-
gets. Rosemary Southwick, 
a member of the Finance 
Committee, said there was 
a need for better commu-
nication with Chamberlain 
and she suggested that office 

hours with her be avail-
able to residents. She also 
said the School Committee 
meetings are difficult to find 
online. 

Chamberlain said meet-
ings are posted online and 
there are virtual options to 
join. 

Agricultural program
Mucha brought up that 

the district is interested in 
pursuing opportunities for 
an agricultural program, 
because there is a gap in 
programming in central 
Massachusetts, with the 
closest agricultural schools 
being in Northampton and 
Norfolk. She said the district 
is exploring interest within 
the towns. 

Walker said he was con-
cerned that a program like 
this could burden taxpayers. 

Resignation
Select Board member 

Heather Munroe announced 
that she was stepping down 
from the board effective 
March 20. “It has been an 
absolute honor, privilege, 
and pleasure,” Munroe said 

about serving on the board.
Municipal Complex proj-

ect
Keri Sacramone, chair 

of the Municipal Complex 
Committee gave an update 
to the board, saying they are 
working with an architect to 
present two designs to the 
board. She said they are cur-
rently close to finishing one 
design. 

Sacramone said they have 
currently spent $35,000 on 
the architect so far, out of 
the quoted $216,000. She 
said the schematic design 
is incomplete, but a lot of 
time was taken on the police 
and fire aspect, but she said 
she does not think enough 
time was spent designing the 
municipal government por-
tion of the project. 

Fitzgerald said the town 
Building Commissioner, 
Bob Garside, will spend a 
few hours a month to staff 
the committee. He also said 
taking time to make a design 
is okay, because the town 
will have to present it at 
town meeting and get feed-

back from citizens. 
Williams was appointed 

the Select Board representa-
tive for the committee, since 
Munroe previously held that 
role.
Town meeting and election

Williams announced that 
the annual town meeting is 
going to be held June 1 at 
7 p.m. and the annual town 
election is June 9, with polls 
open from 7 a.m.-8 p.m. at 
the elementary school gym-
nasium. 

Appointment
The board appointed 

Peter Jefts to the Board of 
Registrars by unanimous 
decision. 

Finance update
Fitzgerald said he is hav-

ing weekly meetings with 
Marcia Bohinc, the tempo-
rary town accountant, and 
said they are moving toward 
fiscal year 2026 reconcilia-
tion. He also said they have 
identified $345,000 dollars 
of free cash for certification. 

He said there will be a 
meeting within the next 
week to discuss FY 26 year 

to date, and an end of year 
projection is coming soon. 

Fitzgerald said depart-
ments are reviewing expen-
ditures and setting up the 
zero base budget. Munroe 
said departments are ready 
for the audit, which will pos-
sibly begin in April, and that 
tools are being put in place 
for future success. 

Executive Assistant
The board approved the 

wage authorization form for 
Christina Ellis to begin as 
executive assistant effective 
March 30. They are approv-
ing her for $26 an hour. 
Walker and Young said they 
found her a good fit, and she 
had “glowing” references. 

Other business
The board waived their 

right of first refusal for a 
property on Prentiss Hill 
Road. Fitzgerald said the 
Town Administrator Search 
Committee is having their 
first meeting on March 25. 
The board is scheduled to 
meet next on April 6. 

HUBBARDSTON from 
page 1
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Calendar of Events

Where is this?
This week’s mys-
tery photo is from 
New Braintree. If 
any readers know 
where this photo 
was taken, they 
may email edown-
er@turley.com with 
their  answer by 
noon on Monday, 
March 23. Robert 
A u g u s t i n e ,  B i l l 
B o w l e s ,  P e g g y 
Civilik and  James 
Laramee correct-
ly identif ied the 
photo. The photo 
last week was of 
the skate board 
p a r k  a t  C u r t i s 
Recreation Field in 
Hubbardston.

Turley Publications photo 
by Ellenor Downer

THURSDAY, MARCH 19          
CIRCLE OF SONG REHEARSALS are 

today from 7-8:30 p.m. at Barre Town Hall, 
2 Exchange St. Rehearsal are every Thursday 
between now and Thursday, May 14 with the 
concert on Saturday, May 16 at 7 p.m at the 
Barre Town Hall. Circle of song is particu-
larly in need of altos this session. Singers of 
all ages and experience are welcome. The 
chorus sings in four-part harmony and there 
is a modest sliding scale membership fee 
with deep discounts for students. People may 
email director Julie Rawson at julie@mhof.
net or call 978-257-1192.

BARRE LIONS CLUB SCHOLARSHIP 
for $1,000 scholarship is accepting applica-
tions from a graduating senior, who lives in 
Barre, Oakham, Hubbardston, New Braintree 
or Hardwick. To be eligible, the student must 
be accepted by an accredited college or tech-
nical school and must be entering the school 
in the fall semester of the current year. In 
addition to Quabbin seniors, this year the club 
expanded the scholarship applications to local 
students, who attend Monty Tech, Pathfinder 
or BayPath. For the students’ convenience, 
the application has been sent to the guidance 
counselor of each school. People may email 
barremalionsclub@aol.com with any ques-
tions.  

PAXTON COA TRIP through the 
Canadian Rockies and Pacific Northwest 
will take place on Thursday, Sept. 3 through 
Thursday, Sept. 17. Cost is $7,625 per person 
(double)  includes 14 days with 20 meals, 
hotels and all transfers within tour; but does 
not include airfare and transportation to air-
port. Pricing for airfare and ground transpor-
tation to airport will be finalized soon, but 
plan for under $1,000 per person.  For more 
information, people may email Bill Murwin 
@ whmurwin@gmail.com or by phone at 
508-756-3193.

FRIDAY, MARCH 20
LECTURE BY BARRY VANN DUSEN 

entitled “Out the Studio Window” and spon-
sored by the Princeton Arts Society will 
be presented today from 7-8 p.m. at the 
Princeton Community Center, 206 Worcester 
Road, Princeton. Princeton nature artist, 
Barry Van Dusen, has done his share of trav-
eling, but he, too, continues to find abundant 
inspiration nearby. Many of his paintings fea-
ture subjects observed out the windows of his 
studio in central Massachusetts.

SATURDAY, MARCH 21
SWEDISH MEATBALL SUPPER will 

be held by the Sterling Grange today at 5:30 

p.m. in the Sterling Senior Center, 36 Muddy 
Pond Road, Sterling. In addition to Swedish 
meatballs, the menu includes mashed pota-
toes, green beans, tossed salad, rolls and des-
sert. Cost is $15 per person or $8 per child 
ages 10 and under. Proceeds will benefit the 
Grange Hall Renovation Fund and communi-
ty service projects. Reservations can be made 
by calling 508-886-2341 or emailing name 
and number of tickets to sterlinggrange53@
gmail.com.  

BELCHERTOWN VIEWFINDER 2026 
PHOTOGRAPHY PROGRAM includes a 
series of three free adult workshops in 
April. They are open to all. They will focus 
on Smartphone Photography, Photography 
for Beginners and Advanced Photography 
techniques. They will be led by three noted 
Belchertown photographers and will include 
field exercises to put into practice what was 
just covered in the classroom. Two workshops 
for children will be held in May at the Swift 
River Elementary School garden and will 
show. .The ViewFinder 2026 Photo Contest 
kicks off on March 21 and will run until May 
30. While anyone can enter, the submitted 
photos must have been taken in Belchertown.  

A panel will review the submissions, and 
the The ViewFinder project, now in its third 
year, is a collaboration between the Clapp 
Memorial Library, the Quabbin Photo 
Group, the Friends of Lake Wallace and the 
Belchertown Creative Economy Initiative. 
More information may be found by visiting 
www.belchertown.org/ViewFinder for more 
information.

SUNDAY, MARCH 22
C4R WATERSHED COUNCIL will meet 

today from 2-4 p.m. in the watershed council 
to hold gathering in the Palmer Historical 
Cultural Center, 2072 Main St., Three Rivers. 
People will hear what C4R has accomplished 
and how they can help to keep it going. They 
will review water quality monitoring, pad-
dling trails, clean ups, trail stewardship, lead-
ership needs and more. For more information, 
people may email chicopeewatershed@gmail.
com.

MEAT RAFFLE sponsored by American 
Legion Post #2 will take place today at 2 p.m. 
at the Legion post, 450 South Barre Road, 
Barre. There are five tables and a 50/50 raffle. 
This is a great day to add some good meat to 
the freezer.

MONDAY, MARCH 23
FOREST HEALTH PROGRAM entitled 

“Massachusetts DCR Forest Health Update: 
Insight from the Field,” will be held today at 
7 p.m. at the Holden Sr. Center, 1130 Main 
St., Holden. Massachusetts Department of 
Conservation and Recreation forest health 
specialist Felicia Hubacz will share infor-
mation on the Asian Long horned Beetle, 
Emerald Ash Borer, Southern Pine Beetle, 
Beech Leaf Disease and the results of the 
latest aerial survey. Refreshments will be 
served. All are invited to this free program 
sponsored by Holden Grange. People may 
email holdengrange78@gmail.com with any 
questions.

QUABBIN PHOTO GROUP rescheduled 
their presentation on Wildlife Tracking for 
Photography to today at 7 p.m. due to a 
snowstorm at the Belchertown Recreation 
Department, 66 State St., Belchertown 
(behind Belchertown Police Department. 
The presentation features outdoor educa-
tion specialist Jack Bonafini from the 
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries 
and Wildlife. His presentation will focus 
on tracking deer, designed especially for 
photographers. For more information, 
people may visit their website at quabbin-
photogroup.com or email QPG President 
Mark Lindhult atmlindhult@gmail.com or 
Program Chair Ed Comeau at ecomeau@
comeauphotography.com.

SATURDAY, MARCH 28
27th ANNUAL AUCTION GALA spon-

sored by Second Chance Animal Services 
will be held today beginning at 4 p.m. at the 
AC Hotel by Marriott in Worcester. The orga-
nization is grateful to early sponsors includ-
ing Herlihy Insurance Group of Worcester 
and Tito’s Handmade Vodka for helping 
make this special evening possible. This is 
the organization’s largest fundraiser of the 
year. Proceeds support affordable veterinary 
care, pet food assistance, adoption services 
and other lifesaving programs that help more 
than 64,000 pets each year. In-person event, 
a limited selection of items will be avail-
able through advance online bidding from 
Friday, March 20 through Thursday, March 
26. Tickets are on sale now, and early reser-
vations are encouraged as seating is limited. 
To purchase tickets, learn about sponsorship 
opportunities, participate in online bidding, 
or donate an auction item, people may visit 
https://www.secondchanceanimals.org/annu-
al-auction/.

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

condition of the current tires 
is not safe.

The  cur ren t  main te-
nance budget for the Fire 
Department cannot support 
this expense. 

The Finance Committee 
approved the request at a pre-
vious meeting and the Board 
of Selectmen approved it as 
well. 

Fire Department report
Board of Selectmen Clerk 

Ralph Kay read the Fire 
Department’s report for the 
month of February. 

The report stated that the 
24 members of the depart-
ment actively train every 
Monday evening in order to 
be prepared for emergencies. 
This includes reviewing radio 
operations, medical training 
and tying fire hydrants.

The department responded 
to 29 incidents in February 
including two structure 
fires, one chimney fire, two 
motor vehicle collisions, one 
smoke investigation, 10 med-
ical calls, two canceled calls, 
three malfunctioning alarms, 
two false alarms, one haz-
ardous investigation, one lift 
assist and three standbys. 

The report stated that fire 
hydrants continue to be an 
issue with deep snow block-
ing access to them. There are 

227 hydrants in town, and 
the department depends on 
residents to clear snow away 
from them.

The department has 10 
vehicles in its fleet, and sev-
eral require repairs. Vehicles 
needing repairs are Car 1, 
Car 2, Engine 1, Tower 1, 
Engine 2 and the Hovercraft.

School district report
Kay read a report from 

Superintendent of Schools 
Timothy McCormick high-
lighting happenings in the 
North Brookfield Public 
Schools.

McCormick stated that 
the high school’s Student 
Council was awarded the 
Gold Council of Excellence 
at the annual state confer-
ence recently. The council 
was also awarded the Top 10 
Project Award.

The high school recently 
hosted its annual career day 
with 20 professionals rep-
resenting a wide range of 
fields. The guest speakers 
met with students and gave 
them the chance to ask ques-
tions and learn about that 
particular field. 

T h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t 
will hold a STEAM Night 
throughout the entire school 
district and features hands-
on activities for attendees. 
The elementary school will 
also hold its annual book fair 
fundraiser.

Ten staff members are 
participating in Therapeutic 
Cr is is  In tervent ion  for 
Schools training developed 
by Cornell University. This 
program on prevention, 
de-escalation techniques and 
safe intervention strategies is 
designed to maintain a sup-
portive and respectful learn-
ing environment for students. 

Public comment
S h a w n  B l a n k e n s h i p 

of Grove Street brought 
concerns about the Water 
Depar tment  and  Water 
Commission to the Board 
of Selectmen. He stated he 
was being stalked, assault-
ed and harassed by the Water 
Department Superintendent. 

Blankenship said he has 
tried to share his concerns 
with the Water Commission, 
but “they are not communi-
cating with me whatsoever.”

Blankenship also shared 
concerns about a “gang 
stalking” campaign, that he 
said is being run by several 
members of the community. 

He said “nobody’s doing 
anything about it,” regarding 
his concerns. 

Resignations
The  boa rd  accep ted 

the resignations of Water 
Treatment Operator Robert 
Peterson and Andrew Wiewel 
f rom the  Conserva t ion 
Commission and Parks & 
Recreation Committee. 

N BROOKFIELD 
from page 1H A R D W I C K  –  S t . 

Aloysius Catholic School is 
hosting an Open House on 
Monday, April 6, from 3-5 
p.m.  

Prospect ive  famil ies 
are encouraged to visit the 
school, located at 52 Church 

St. in Gilbertville, where 
they can tour the class-
rooms, meet the teachers 
and learn more about the 
rich, faith-filled educational 
experiences that await.

  For more information, 
please call the school and 

speak to Roberta McQuaid, 
Enrollment Coordinator, at 
413-477-1268.  

Or apply on l ine at 
https://www.staloysiuscs.
com/join-our-family/appli-
cation/.

St. Aloysius Catholic School Open House April 6

 IB (International Baccalaureate)  World 
School Diploma Programme 

 

 AP (Advanced Placement) Courses  
 Comprehensive World Languages          

including American Sign Language  
 Navy Junior Reserve Officers Training  

Corps (NJROTC)  
 Opportunities for paid & unpaid   

internships 
 

 Innovation Pathways Program including 
Advanced Manufacturing, Information 
Technology and Business & Finance  

 Rich STEM offerings including robotics,   
biotechnology, cybersecurity, Project Lead 
The Way, Artificial Intelligence,  
Horticulture   

 Award winning performing and visual arts    
programs including music, drama, arts,  
video production and digital design 
 

 Athletics, Clubs & Activities 

The night will feature information on: 

Should be YOUR CHOICE for School Choice. 

Quabbin Regional Middle High School is hosting a 

School Choice Open House for Grades 6-12 
THURSDAY, APRIL 2ND 6:00 - 8:00 PM 

Families new to  
Quabbin please  

R.S.V.P. to  
Jessica Bennett, Executive 
Assistant to the Superintendent  

jbennett@qrsd.org  
(978) 355-4668  ext. 8500 

 Quabbin Regional Middle/High School 
800 South Street, Barre, MA 01005  978-355-4668  

To schedule a campus visit or for more information please visit our 
website:  www.qrsd.org 

OR EMAIL: schoolchoice@qrsd.org 
EOE: Quabbin Regional School District’s Policy of nondiscrimination will extend to students, staff, the general public and individuals with whom it does 
business; and will apply to race, color, national background, religion, sex, disability, economic status, political party, age, handicap, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, homelessness and other human differences. 
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER—The seventh 
and eighth grade students at 
Palmer High School can take 
swimming as part of their 
gym class.

When Harper Casavant 
was in the eighth grade, 
Kellie Murphy, who’s a 
physical education teacher 
at Palmer High, thought he 
had the potential to be a very 
good swimmer. One day, 
Murphy encouraged him to 
join the Panthers swim and 
dive team, which is coached 
by Brittany North-Marek.

“I played several sports 
growing up, but I never 
swum competitively,” said 
Casavant, who’s currently 
a sophomore at Pathfinder 
Tech. “When I was in the 
eighth grade, Mrs. Murphy 
told me that I was a very 
good swimmer, and I should 
think about joining the swim 
team. She’s the main why 
reason I decided to join the 
team.”

At the end of his first sea-
son on the swim, Casavant 
qualified for the Western/
Central Mass. champion-
ships as a member of three 
relay teams.

“I didn’t perform very 
well at the beginning of 
that season, but I was able 
to pull it together during the 
second half of the season,” 
Casavant said. “I improved 
my skills with the help of 
coach North-Marek. She’s a 

very good swim coach and is 
always very positive.”  

North-Marek, who’s an 
eighth grade math teach-
er, gave her thoughts about 
Casavant’s abilities in the 
pool.

“Harper works extreme-
ly hard in practice and is a 

dedicated student-athlete,” 
North-Marek said. “He’s 
also a leader on our team 
and consistently demon-
strates excellent sportsman-
ship. His growth as a swim-
mer has been truly impres-
sive.”

Prior to the start of his 

freshman year, Casavant 
transferred to Pathfinder 
Tech. He was still able 
to compete for the Palmer 
boys’  swimming  team 
because the neighboring 
high schools have a co-op. 

“I thought that I would 
have more opportunities aca-
demically here at Pathfinder 
Tech,” Casavant said. “I was 
also interested in learning a 
vocation. I’m currently tak-
ing HVAC. It has been an 
awesome experience and 
I’m very grateful to still be a 
member of the Palmer swim 
team.”

During his first semester 
at Pathfinder Tech, Casavant 
took eight one-week explor-

Wrestling season nets 
many championships

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

The high school wrestling 
season has come to an end, 
with many individuals and 
teams in Western and Central 
Massachuset ts  br inging 
home titles.

A t  t h e  A l l - S t a t e 
Tournament held on Mar. 
1 and 2 right in Springfield 
at the MassMutual Center, 
Agawam High School girls 
wrestling captured the All-
State title with 86 points. 
Ludlow was 11th overall at 
46 points. Stella Christopher 
captured the All-State title 
at  165 pounds,  defeat-
ing Jordyn Reynolds of 
Greater Lawrence. Gabriella 
Ramos was a runner-up at 
145 pounds. For Ludlow, 
Ella Libiszewski was the 
runner-up at 114 pounds. 
In the mixed-gender all-
s t a t e  ev e n t ,  A g a w a m 
would place 16th with 33.5 
points. Minnechaug scored 
26 points and both teams 
crowned an all-state cham-
pion. Jordin Agosto was 
Agawam’s all-state champi-
on with a top finish at 144 
pounds. Minnechaug’s Kai 
Ly also took an all-state title 
at 138 pounds.

Ludlow High School 
captured the Division 3 
state girls wrestling cham-
pionship with 97.5 points, 

crowning four state champi-
ons. Quabbin Regional High 
School was ninth overall 
with 36 points. South Hadley 
finished with 18 points and 
Holyoke with 16 points in 
the meet.

Ludlow’s  champions 
were Libiszewski at 114 
pounds, Samantha Bertini 
at 120 pounds, Ellianna 
Williams at 145 pounds, and 
Riley Morais at 152 pounds. 
Quabbin had one champion 
with Kailynn Schuster scor-
ing the win at 138 pounds.

Agawam took second 
place in the Division 2 state 
girls tournament, scoring 
94.5 points. Christopher had 
the big performance by plac-
ing first in the 165-pound 
bracket. Ramos placed sec-
ond at 145 pounds and 
Madison Minalga also had 
a runner-up finish at 185 
pounds.

In the Division 2 state 
championship, Agawam was 
the second-best finisher from 
Western Mass., finishing 
fourth overall with 96 points, 
and crowning one runner-up 
in the field. Minnechaug was 
a distant 14th with 52 points. 
The Falcons’ Ly won the 
state championship at 138 
pounds, while Agawam’s 
Ryan Sexton placed second.

Casavant shines for swim team this season

Harper Casavant goes for a win the medley relay.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Harper Casavant competes in the 200 freestyle during an event this year.

Serenity Ayala of North 
Brookfield competes on 
Regis women’s basketball

WESTON – Sereni ty 
Ayala, Class of 2026, and 
the Regis College Women’s 
Basketball team recently 
completed the 2025-26 sea-
son.

The Pride concluded their 
season in the Great Northeast 
Athletic Conference (GNAC) 
quarterfinals with an overall 
record of 12-14 and 9-3.

“As our winter seasons 
come to a close, I want to 
congratulate our student-ath-

letes on their hard work and 
determination,” said Dean of 
Athletics Pam Roecker. “The 
growth they’ve achieved 
through competition, disci-
pline, and teamwork will stay 
with them well beyond the 
season.”

Ayala is majoring in at 
Regis College.

The Pride are led by 
5-year head coach, Samantha 
Crough.

Mileidy Rosado heads 
into the paint.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Annastacia Dixon sends a pass away.

Tatiyana Zuniga heads 
across the court.

The Cougars face off with Bristol Community 
College early in the playoffs.

Ware’s Emily McGrail 
re a c h e s  o u t  f o r  a 
rebound during recent 
play.

Johnays Andrades gets 
the open layup.

Women’s basketball 
season comes to a close

 HOLYOKE – Earlier 
t h i s  m o n t h ,  H o l y o ke 
C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e 
Women’s basketball saw 
their stellar season come 
to a close on Sunday after-
noon, Mar. 1, falling to top 
seed CC of Rhode Island in 
the New England (Region 
XXI) championship game. 
The #2 seed Lady Cougars 

played well in their attempt 
to win a regional title but 
were on the wrong end of 
the 86-51 final score.

Holyoke had a tremen-
dous season overall, fin-
ishing in second place in 
the regular season New 
England standings before 
their runner-up finish in 
the regional championship 

tournament. Their postsea-
son and title game appear-
ances were the program’s 
firsts since the 2010-11 
campaign. Women’s basket-
ball finishes the year with 
an 11-4 regional record and 
a 15-8 overall record. They 
were 13-4 against fellow 
NJCAA teams. Eight play-
ers from this year’s squad 
can return to play next sea-
son.

 Thunderbirds inch closer 
to .500 with big comeback

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
(24-27-6-2) rode their vet-
eran forwards to a thrilling, 
come-from-behind 4-3 win 
over the Providence Bruins 
(45-12-1-0) on Sunday after-
noon inside Amica Mutual 
Pavilion. 

A f t e r  p o t t i n g  s eve n 
in a win over Hartford a 
night ago, the Bruins wast-
ed little time adding to their 
potent offensive weekend 
as Matthew Poitras cleaned 
up a rebound in the blue 
paint after Georgi Romanov 
made an initial save off of 
Ty Gallagher. Poitras’ 12th 
goal of the year made it 1-0 
Providence just 2:10 into the 
contest.

The Springfield power 
p l a y  p r ov i d e d  a  g o o d 
response for the visitors at 
9:34 when Juraj Pekarcik 
shuffled a rebound past 
Simon Zajicek following a 
Marc-Andre Gaudet slapper, 
tying the score, 1-1.

Unfortunately, the Bruins 
would restore their lead 
in short order when Matej 
Blumel surprised Romanov 
with a long slap shot just 1:18 
later to make it a 2-1 game. 

Springfield’s special teams 
continued a strong first peri-

od, as the man-down unit 
successfully fended off two 
Providence advantages to 
keep the deficit at just one 
goal heading into the second.

With a carryover power 
p lay  to  begin  the  sec-
ond, Dillon Dube nearly 
got Springfield even with a 
one-time slapper that beat 
Zajicek but caught the iron. 
Romanov, meanwhile, had a 
strong showing in the period, 
especially early in the peri-
od, keeping his team within a 
goal by making nine stops in 
the period.

Z a j i c e k  a n d  t h e 
Providence penalty kill stiff-
ened on a third man-down 
scenario near the midpoint of 
regulation, and the 2-1 score 
remained intact heading to 
the third.

The third period began 
with Springfield penalty kill 
once again answering the bell 
on back-to-back Providence 
power plays to keep the score 
at a manageable 2-1.

As the third passed its 
midpoint, the T-Birds’ most 
experienced leaders took 
over, beginning at the 10:36 
mark when Chris Wagner’s 
to r r id  weekend cont in-

See CASAVANT, 
page 10

See WRESTLING, 
page 10

T-BIRDS, page 10
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Public NoticesSports
PUBLIC AUCTION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
PURSUANT TO 

THE PROVISIONS OF 
M.L.C. 225 SEC.39A
THE FOLLOWING 

VEHICLES WILL BE SOLD 
ON APRIL 4, 2026.

AT A SALE TO 
SATISFY OUR GARAGE 

LIEN THEREON FOR 
TOWING & STORAGE 

CHARGES AND EXPENSES
OF SALE AND NOTICE:

2007 Lincoln MKX 
VIN 2LMDU88C37BJ27689
2007 Hyundai ELANTRA  
VIN KMHDU46D27U041459
2008 Toyota Camry  
VIN 4T1BE46K08U216392
2007 Subaru Impreza 
VIN JF1GG63647H810259
2009 Mercury Milan 
VIN 3MEHM07Z39R612393
2004 Subaru Forester 
VIN JF1SG65684G740144
2011 Honda CR-V 
VIN 5J6RE4H72BL055630
2008 Honda Civic 
VIN 2HGFG12848H526865
2013 Hyundai SONATA 
VIN 5NPEB4AC9DH690064
2016 Ram 1500  
VIN 1C6RR7GT9GS124425
2012 Honda Accord 
VIN 1HGCP3F8XCA031442
2016 Nissan Pathfinder 
VIN 5N1AR2MM7GC613241

THE SALE 
WILL BE HELD AT

EARLY’S ON PARK AVE.
536 PARK AVE. 

WORCESTER, MA 01603
03/19, 03/26, 04/02/2026 

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Worcester Probate and
 Family Court 

225 Main Street 
Worcester, MA 01608 

(508)831-2200
Docket No. 

WO26P0762EA
Estate of: 

Beverly S. Kroyman-Andrade 
Date of Death: 06/17/2024
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Joseph B. An-
drade, III of Ware, MA request-
ing that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Joseph B. Andrade, III of 
Ware, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 04/07/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 

inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn 
M. Bailey, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: March 12, 2026  

Stephanie Fattman,
 Register of Probate

03/19/2026

(SEAL) 
THE COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS 
LAND COURT 

DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TRIAL COURT 

Docket Number: 
26 SM 000798 

ORDER OF NOTICE 
To: Linda J. LaRange; 

Frank Matthew Nault; Linda 
J. LaRange, as Guardian for 
Alisha K. LaGrange 

and to all persons entitled to 
the benefit of the Servicemem-
bers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. 
c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

PennyMac Loan Services, 
LLC 

claiming to have an interest in 
a Mortgage covering real proper-
ty in Barre, numbered 711 South 
Barre Road, given by Frank W. 
LaRange to Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as nominee for North-
point Mortgage, Inc., dated No-
vember 16, 2016, and record-
ed in the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds in Book 56343, Page 
90, and now held by the Plaintiff 
by assignment, has/have filed 
with this court a complaint for 
determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers 
status. If you now are, or recently 
have been, in the active military 
service of the United States of 
America, then you may be en-
titled to the benefits of the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief Act. 
If you object to a foreclosure of 
the above-mentioned property 
on that basis, then you or your 
attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court 
at Three Pemberton Square, 
Boston, MA 02108 on or before 
April 27, 2026, or you may lose 
the opportunity to challenge the 
foreclosure on the ground of non-
compliance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIP-
ER, Chief Justice of this Court 
on March 9, 2026. 

Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
22145

03/19/2026

NOTICE OF
 MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE 
By virtue and in execution of 

the Power of Sale contained in a 
certain mortgage given by Paul 
Muise, Sr. to Mortgage Electron-
ic Registration Systems, Inc., as 
nominee for Mortgage Research 
Center, LLC dba Veterans Unit-
ed Home Loans, dated April 15, 
2016 and registered at the Hamp-
shire County Registry District 
of the Land Court as document 
number 19333, and noted on cer-
tificate of title number 2395, as 
modified by a certain modifica-
tion agreement registered on No-
vember 8, 2021, and registered 
with the Hampshire County Reg-
istry District of the Land Court as 
Document No. 21243 as noted on 
Certificate of Title No. 2395, of 
which mortgage the undersigned 
is the present holder, by assign-
ment from: Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as 
mortgagee, as nominee for Mort-
gage Research Center, LLC dba 
Veterans United Home Loans, 

its successors and assigns to 
PennyMac Loan Services, LLC, 
registered on May 5, 2021, Doc-
ument No. 21027, as noted on 
Certificate of Title No. 2395 for 
breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose of 
foreclosing, the same will be sold 
at Public Auction at 2:00 PM on 
April 14, 2026, on the mortgaged 
premises located at 79 Pleasant 
Street, Ware, Hampshire County, 
Massachusetts, all and singular 
the premises described in said 
mortgage, 

TO WIT: The land in said 
Ware, Hampshire County, Mas-
sachusetts bounded and de-
scribed as follows: 

A certain parcel of land sit-
uate in Ware together with the 
buildings thereon in the County 
of Hampshire and said Common-
wealth bounded and described as 
follows: 

SOUTHWESTERLY by the 
northeasterly line of Pleasant 
Street fifty and seventy-five one 
hundredths (50.75) feet; 

NORTHWESTERLY by land 
of Bridget Scheffer sixty-eight 
and seventy three one hundredths 
(68.73) feet; 

NORTHEASTERLY by Lot 
C as shown on plan hereinafter 
mentioned fifty-seven and eigh-
teen one hundredths (57.18) feet; 

SOUTHEASTERLY by Lot 
A on plan above mentioned sev-
enty-six and eighteen one hun-
dredths (76.18) feet Being Lot B 
on sub-division plan numbered 
609 B land in Ware, John T. 
Casey, Surveyor, January 1951. 
Sub-division plan filed in Regis-
try District of Hampshire County 
November 2, 1951, Book 4, Page 
13 1/2. 

All of said boundaries are de-
termined by the Court as shown 
on sub-division plan numbered 
609 B as above referenced to. 
Subject to restrictions of record, 
if in force and effect. 

For mortgagor’s(s’) title see 
deed registered with Hampshire 
County Registry District of the 
Land Court as Document No. 
19332, as noted on Certificate of 
Title No. 2395. These premises 
will be sold and conveyed sub-
ject to and with the benefit of all 
rights, rights of way, restrictions, 
easements, covenants, liens or 
claims in the nature of liens, im-
provements, public assessments, 
any and all unpaid taxes, tax ti-
tles, tax liens, water and sewer 
liens and any other municipal as-
sessments or liens or existing en-
cumbrances of record which are 
in force and are applicable, hav-
ing priority over said mortgage, 
whether or not reference to such 
restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, liens or encumbrances is 
made in the deed. 

TERMS OF SALE: A depos-
it of Five Thousand ($5,000.00) 
Dollars by certified or bank 
check will be required to be paid 
by the purchaser at the time and 
place of sale. The balance is 
to be paid by certified or bank 
check at Harmon Law Offices, 
P.C., 150 California St., New-
ton, Massachusetts 02458, or by 
mail to P.O. Box 610389, New-
ton Highlands, Massachusetts 
02461-0389, within thirty (30) 
days from the date of sale. Deed 
will be provided to purchaser for 
recording upon receipt in full of 
the purchase price. The descrip-
tion of the premises contained in 
said mortgage shall control in the 
event of an error in this publica-
tion. 

Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the sale. 

PENNYMAC LOAN 
SERVICES, LLC 

Present holder of said mortgage 
By its Attorneys, 

HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C. 
150 California St. 

Newton, MA 02458 
(617)558-0500 28437

03/12, 03/19, 03/26/2026

atory classes. He had to rank 
his top five favorite class-
es and HVAC was his top 
choice.

“As well as Harper does 
for his swim team, he’s 
equally as strong academi-
cally,” said Pathfinder Tech 
Athletic Director Kevin 
Aldrich. “He’s an honor roll 
student and is also a mem-
ber of our student ambas-
sador program. Harper has 
done a very good job of rep-
resenting Pathfinder Tech.”

Casavant ,  who l ives 
in Palmer, qualified for 
two events at the Western/
Central MA Championships 
as a freshman.

His sophomore season in 
the pool, which wrapped up 
in the middle of February, 
was very memorable.  He 
qualified for the Western/
Central Mass. champion-
ships in seven of the eight 
individual events, along 
with the three relay races. 
The only event that he didn’t 
qualify for at sectionals was 
the 100-meter breaststroke. 

“I was close to qualify-
ing in the breaststroke, but I 
still need to do a little more 
work,” Casavant said. “I’m 
hoping to qualify for that 
event next year.”

A swimmer is  only 
allowed to compete in two 
induvial races and two 
relays at the sectionals.

Despite being one of 
the youngest swimmers at 
the Western/Central MA 
Championships, Casavant 
finished in sixth place in the 
200 Freestyle and earned 
a medal with a time of 
1:56.60. He also competed 

in the 50 freestyle race.
A week later, he com-

peted at the Division 2 state 
meet, which took place at 
M.I.T. in Boston. He fin-
ished in 16th place in the 
200 Freestyle, which is eight 
laps, with a time of 1:54.83. 

“It was such a cool expe-
rience competing at states 
for the first time, he said. “I 
made a couple of changes 
with my stroke and was able 
to take two seconds off my 
time, which is a lot in swim-
ming. I’m looking forward 
to qualifying for the states 
again during the next two 
years.” 

During the regular sea-
son, the Panthers boys’ 
swim and  d ive  squad 
squeaked out an 83-80 
victory over Ludlow High 
School, which was held at 
the Ludlow Boys & Girls 
Club.

“Our meet at Ludlow 
was really close, and it 
came down to the final relay 
race,” Casavant said. “We 
were able to win it, which 
connected us as a team a lit-
tle bit more.”

If there are six swimmers 
in a race, the first place fin-
isher gets six points. Second 
place earns five points, and 
third place gets four points. 
Each swim meet consist 
of eight induvial races and 
three relay races.

Both the boys and girls 
swim teams normally com-
pete at the same time. It usu-
ally takes between two and 
three hours to complete a 
swim meet. 

Besides his  coaches 
and teammates, Casavant 
has also received plenty of 
support from his parents 

(Kirsten & Jeremiah). 
“Before the start of every 

race, I look for my parents,” 
Casavant said. “They’re also 
the first people that I look 
for after my races. They’ve 
always been my biggest sup-
porters.”

Harper’s younger brother, 
Reese, is a member of the 
rec swim team. He also has 
a younger sister, Autumn.   

The other members of 
the Palmer boys’ Swim 
and Dive team were senior 
Shane Normoyle, senior 
Jack Shilosky, junior Simon 
Tetts, junior Derek Aldrich, 
junior Robbie Williams, 
junior Quinn Richardson, 
junior Jonas Toutant, soph-
omore Troy Lockwook, 
sophomore Noah Steinberg, 
sophomore Eddy Duggan, 
freshman Joshua Lisek, 
freshman Cristiano Garcia, 
eighth grader Emerie Marsh, 
seventh grader Owen Mauer, 
and seventh grader Alex 
Guryanov.

The members of the 
Palmer girls’ Swim and 
Dive team were senior 
Hannah Roy, senior Scarlett 
LaRose ,  j un io r  Ne i l a 
Lachance, junior Jacklyn 
McNally, junior Maddy 
Roy,  f reshman Akasha 
Santos-Thomas,  f resh-
man Eva Becker, freshman 
Abigal White, eighth grad-
er Samantha Opielowski, 
eighth grader Talya Verda, 
seventh grader Mido Penny, 
seventh grader Adrianna 
Centeno, and seventh grader 
Amelia Wentworth. 

Verda was the only mem-
ber of the Lady Panthers 
swim team to qualify for 
Western/Centra l  Mass . 
Championships.

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

J.P. McCarthy & Sons
www.MCCARTHYBUS.COM

JP McCarthy & Sons 
is now hiring great 
van drivers to help 
transport the students 
of the Quabbin Regional 
School District. 

Beginning July 1, 2026, 
McCarthy will be 
adding van service 
to serve the District. 
All current drivers are 
encouraged to apply. 

Email your interest to:
jobs@mccarthybus.com

JOIN THE 
TEAM!TEAM!

In the Division 3 state 
championship, Holyoke 
p laced  n in th  overa l l 
with 69 points, Ludlow 
was 25th with 28 points, 
Quabbin 26th with 27 
points, and South Hadley 
and Belchertown also 
registered points in the 
competit ion. Holyoke 
would place two wres-
t le rs  as  runners  up . 
Steven Santiago was the 
second-place finisher at 
120 pounds and Parker 
Brunelle was the run-
ner-up at 285 pounds.

ued as he threw a shot off a 
defender and past Zajicek to 
tie the game, 2-2.  

Just 1:50 later, the T-Birds 
flipped the game upside-
down when Wagner won an 
offensive zone draw direct-
ly back to Dillon Dube, 
who snapped a perfect shot 
under the crossbar to give 
Springfield its first lead, 3-2. 

Romanov and the T-Birds’ 
defense locked things down 
in the defensive zone, and 
Alek Kaskimaki hit an empty 
net after a clutch shot block 
from Wagner at 18:53 of 
the third. Blumel would get 

his second of the night for 
Providence, but only three 
seconds remained at the time 
of the goal, making it too lit-
tle, too late for the Bruins.

The T-Birds’ comeback 
marked the first time all sea-
son that the Bruins failed to 
win when leading after two 
periods. With their victory, 
the T-Birds now sit in the 
sixth and final playoff spot 
in the Atlantic Division with 
13 games remaining in the 
regular season.

The T-Birds take a trip 
north of the border for their 
next two contests on Friday 
and Saturday in Laval and 
Belleville, respectively.

WRESTLING from page 9 T-BIRDS from page 9

CASAVANT from page 9

Registration now underway for QVBL
SOUTH HADLEY – 

Registration has opened for 
the Quabbin Valley Baseball 
League, an over-28 recre-
ational league, held its first 
meeting of 2026 to prepare 
for the upcoming season.

For the 2026 season, the 
cost will be $215 and will 
include a 16th game added 
to the regular season sched-
ule.

During the 2025 season, 
the league experimented 
with playing on Mother’s 
Day Saturday as well as a 
weeknight game to allow 
players an opportunity to 
play under the lights. While 
the night games were very 
successful, the Mother’s 
Day Saturday games were 
rained out.

Those elements wil l 
return along with a 16th 
game with an opponent to 
be determine as the league’s 
board explores possibilities 
for interleague matchups 
with another league in the 
region. 

For returning players 
to the league, the deadline 
is Mar. 22 at 12 noon to 
be registered for the 2026 
season in order to be guar-
anteed a roster spot. There 
will be open practices for all 
players but specifically tar-
geted at new players sched-
uled for March 29 and April 
4 at times and locations to 
be announced. The draft is 
currently scheduled to take 
place on April 4 following 
that practice.

The season is currently 
slated to start on Sunday, 
April 19 and following the 
success of the six-team fall 
league last year, the league 
will also have a fall league 
in September and October 
this season.

The registration is live 
at www.quabbinvalleybase-
ball.org. Players must regis-
ter and then pay the league 
dues via Venmo or contact 
the league leadership if an 
alternate form of payment 
is needed.Aside from the 
weeknight and Mother’s 
Day games, other games 
take place Sundays at 10 
a.m. outside of Mother’s 
Day, Memorial Day and 
July 4 weekends. Playoffs 
will be in August.
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Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

GREG SCIBELLI
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to: 

gscibelli@turley.com

Send writing 
samples with 

resume to:

www.turley.com

EXPERIENCED 
WRITERS & 

JOURNALISTS
• Produce 
 news and/or 
 feature stories 
 of local interest 
 for various towns 
 and cities.
• Must be dependable, 

professional 
 and able to meet 
 strict deadlines.
• Salary based on 
	 a	flat	rate	by	story	and	photo.

HELP WANTED

Local pastors offer sermons
A Good Man Part 2
One of  my favor i t e 

secondary characters in 
Scripture is a figure called 
Barnabas. 

How does the Bible char-
acterize the man?

Acts 11:24a (NIV)
24 He was a good man, 

full of the Holy Spirit and 
faith . . . 

As we continue our series 
on the nature and work of 
Barnabas, we do well to 
ask: “What made Barnabas 
a good man?” Allow me to 
remind you that that under-
lying Greek term for “good” 
herein is “agathos,”meaning 
virtuous and beneficial. It 
speaks to one who is excel-
lent and distinguished as to 
character, constitution and 
nature (i.e., upright or hon-
orable). Moreover, the term 
speaks to one who is dis-
posed to helpfulness and 
charity. Do we see evidence 
of such in his life? Yes, take 
note of the first time we 
encounter Barnabas in the 
pages of Scripture:

Acts 4:32-37
32 All the believers were 

one in heart and mind. No 
one claimed that any of 
their possessions was their 
own, but they shared every-
thing they had. 33 With great 
power the apostles continued 
to testify to the resurrec-
tion of the Lord Jesus. And 
God’s grace was so pow-
erfully at work in them all 
34 that there were no needy 
persons among them. For 
from time to time those who 
owned land or houses sold 
them, brought the money 
from the sales 35 and put it 
at the apostles’ feet, and it 
was distributed to anyone 
who had need. 36 Joseph, a 
Levite from Cyprus, whom 
the apostles called Barnabas 
(which  means  “son  of 
encouragement”), 37 sold a 
field he owned and brought 
the money and put it at the 
apostles’ feet.

Wha t  can  we  g lean 
regarding Barnabas here-
in? How is his goodness 
in Christ evidenced by this 
selection? Let us consider:

1) Encouragement 
To begin, he is introduced 

as a source of encouragement 
to the people of God (v. 36). 
Joseph, whom the apostles 
called Barnabas (lit. “son 
of encouragement”), was 
evidently one who worked 
to hearten, cheer, uplift, 
inspire, motivate and enrich 
all within his sphere of influ-
ence. Can the same be said 
of us? Are we not similarly 
called to function as sourc-
es of encouragement in the 
earth? Paul commanded that 
we “encourage one another 
and build one another up” (1 
Thess. 5:11). Never doubt 
the power of an encourag-
ing word! As writer William 
Arthur Ward penned, “Flatter 
me, and I may not believe 
you. Criticize me, and I may 
not like you. Ignore me, 
and I may not forgive you. 
Encourage me, and I will not 
forget you.” 

2) Sacrificial Generosity 
Also, he was clearly a 

man of sacrificial generos-
ity (vv. 32, 34-37). That is, 
Barnabas, like many of his 
peers, was moved by com-
passion to go above and 
beyond in meeting the needs 
of others. To what degree 

are our lives marked by such 
selfless charity? Is such not 
what our Lord demonstrated 
in the earth? How did dear 
Barnabas live? How are we 
to live in kind? The story 
is told that one day a beg-
gar by the roadside asked 
for alms from Alexander the 
Great as he passed by. The 
man was poor and wretched 
and had no claim upon the 
ruler; no right even to lift a 
solicitous hand. Yet the ruler 
threw him several gold coins. 
A courtier was astonished 
at his generosity and com-
mented, “Sir, copper coins 
would adequately meet a 
beggar’s need. Why give him 
gold?” Alexander respond-
ed in royal fashion, “Copper 
coins would suit the beggar’s 
need, but gold coins suit 
Alexander’s giving.” 

Hebrews 13:16b
16 . . . do not forget to do 

good and to share with oth-
ers, for with such sacrifices 
God is pleased.

Thank you for taking the 
time to read this publication. 
Should you have any com-
ments or questions, feel free 
to contact me at your leisure 
using the information below. 

Also, feel free to check 
us out  online at  www.
NewLifeBarre.org or visit us 
each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
We hope to see you soon.

Pastor James Foley
New Life Assembly
 of God
60 Main St. South Barre
jamesfoley
@newlifebarre.org
978-355-6407

Fourth Sunday of Lent
“I was Blind, but now 

I See.”
Scripture Reading: 

John 9 v 1-41
I. Introduction
When we go through 

struggles of illness, loneli-
ness and other issues that 
affect our daily lives, we 
yearn for the kind of environ-
ment that is supportive and 
peaceful. 

It is important to have 
people around us who care 
and reach out to lend a hand 
or give a comforting word 
or prayer. It is important for 
others to help quiet the chaos 
around us, and to bring a 
peaceful presence where it 
is needed. Furthermore, it 
is important to receive the 
health care we need, so we 
can live a good quality of 
life.

II. I was Blind, but now 
I See

This story about a blind 
man is about all of this. It 
describes a man who was 
miraculously healed by 
Jesus, but instead of experi-
encing happiness and calm, 
he became embroiled in con-
fusion and conflict. 

His encounter with Jesus 
in the first few verses is 
straightforward. He receives 
his healing with the simple 
action of Jesus, who took 
some mud and placed it on 
his eyes and instructed him 
to go and wash himself at the 
Pool of Siloam, after which 
he received his eyesight 
miraculously. 

When the disciples asked 
if the man had sinned, Jesus 
replied that neither he nor his 
parents had done so. Instead, 
his condition allowed God’s 

work to be revealed through 
him. The blind man would 
have loved to be at peace 
and filled with joy at home 
with his family, celebrating 
this miracle that happened to 
him, but instead, he is being 
questioned and challenged by 
his neighbors, the Pharisees, 
then his parents were ques-
tioned by the Pharisees and 
then he was questioned for a 
second time by the Pharisees. 

They all wanted to know 
who this man was who 
healed him? To the neighbors 
he said it was the man, they 
called Jesus, who did this. To 
the Pharisees, who doubted 
the legitimacy of Jesus and 
called Him a sinner, and not 
from God, he told them He 
is a Prophet. His parents 
referred them back to their 
son, whom they knew would 
be able to handle the situa-
tion adequately. The second 
encounter with the Pharisees 
became intense when the 
blind man had to defend him-
self and Jesus and made it 
clear that no one could heal 
the blind except if the per-
son came from God. And 
he believed that Jesus was 
from God. Afterward, they 
expelled him from the tem-
ple.

Jesus heard what hap-
pened to him, saw the cour-
age in which he answered 
the Pharisees, heard them 
talk about being disciples of 
Moses and them challeng-
ing the man that he must 
be a disciple of this Jesus. 
Jesus took the opportuni-
ty to ask him this question, 
“Do you believe in the Son 
of Man?” When he said no, 
Jesus introduced Himself 
as the Son of Man and the 
blind man called Him Lord 
and worshipped Him. This 
blind man was so fearless in 
his encounter with all those 
who challenged him, but so 
humble and grateful with 
Jesus, who returned to him 
and showed him compassion 
and restored his life fully. 

He was physically blind 
and can now see; he was 
spiritually blind, and now He 
received the light of the Son 
of God inside of him, a light 
he would be able to spread to 
all those around him. Jesus 
made a final effort to let 
the Pharisees know that He 
came to this world to make 
the blind to see, and that if 
they acknowledge their own 
spiritual blindness, their sins 
would be forgiven. But they 
continued to claim that they 
see, they know it all, and they 
do not need Him to teach 
them anything, and because 
of that, their sins will not be 
forgiven but will remain. One 
would hope that they under-
stood this final message from 
Jesus.

III. Conclusion
God sent Jesus to intro-

duce the world to the love 
and divine power of God to 
heal humanity physically, 
emotionally and spiritual-
ly. This story illustrates the 
chaos that those who resist-
ed Him created. Instead of 
being overjoyed about this 
miraculous healing of the 
blind man, they ran around 
to cause havoc and prevented 
the crowds from seeing and 
experiencing the love of God 
in action. 

See SERMONS, page 12

In the Classroom
Quabbin High School lists honor roll

BARRE –  Quabb in 
Regional High School, 800 
South St., announces the 
second quarter honor roll.

Grade 9 High Honors
Students in Grade 9 

at taining High Honors 
are Kalina Bassett, Hazel 
Carter, Lauren Colleton, 
Adalyn Cranston, Maya 
Faucher, Gemma Mullins, 
William O’Neill, Whitney 
Reeves, Chloe Richardson, 
Ava Rogowski, Madisyn 
S h o t w e l l ,  A d d i s o n 
Surprenant, Robyn Waltz 
and Jack Wynne.

Grade 9 Honors
Student  in  Grade 9 

attaining Honor Roll are 
Emma Acker t ,  Shahad 
Alshujairi, Alison Baptiste, 
Caleb Conway-Dias, Joseph 
Cook, Brynn Dunphy, Tyler 
Ellis, Silas Flint, Lindsay 
Fors ,  Nathan Gingras , 
Madison Haley, Sawyer 
Harmon, Reese Jamieson, 
Sarah Jean-Francois, Allie 
Lipiec, Sage McQueston, 
Greyson Mullins, Nathaniel 
Perry, Kimberly Riendeau, 
J i l l i a n  R i g n ey,  Z o ey 
Salvadore, Michael Tabares, 
Robert Tobin, Mackenzie 
Toupin, John Tyler and 
Dylan Woodward.

Grade 10 High Honors
Students in Grade 10 

attaining High Honors are 
Chloe Howarth, Ava Sobol 
and Benjamin Thompson.

Grade 10 Honors
S t u d e n t s  i n  G r a d e 

10 attaining Honor Roll 
a r e  F i n n e g a n  B a k e r , 
Bren t  Beno i t ,  Anyiah 
Bergeron, Abraham Brown, 
Josephine Buck, Eleanor 
Carroll, Nicholas Carroll, 
Brian Col le ton,  Aiden 
Crane ,  Kayla  Cur ran , 
Maya Edouard, Arianna 
Fargnoli, Audrey Faucher, 
Sydney Freeman, Daniella 
Gaudreault, Jesse Grillo, 
Samuel Jamieson, Matthew 
Labrousse, Alison LaRoche, 
E m m a  L i n d s ey,  M a x 
Melad, Gianna Montalvo, 
Niki Nikakhlagh, John 
Orsini, Ellie Poulin, Moira 
Powers, Juliet Priestley, 
Hailey Stoll, Silas Stukuls 
Barrieau, Ryleigh Sullivan, 
Erin Trottier and Catherine 
Tucker.

Grade 11 High Honors
Students in Grade 11 

attaining High Honors are 
Jacob Bassett, Madeleine 
Boisselle, Tess Dunphy, 
K a t h r y n  Fo r d ,  S a d i e 
Kennan, Ella Reeves and 
Brendan Welch.

Grade 11 Honors
S t u d e n t s  i n  G r a d e 

11 attaining Honor Roll 

are Skyler Bard,  Halo 
Bissonnette, Mackenzie 
Casey, Isabel Doty, Leah 
Doucette, Katelyn Durant, 
Quinlan Fauteux, Grace 
Flamand, Anna Hautala, 
Lilian Hinckley, Kirk Kaelin 
II, Jillian LaMontagne, 
Audrey Laursen, Ailey 
Majoy, Scarlett Merriman, 
A n n a  M e t c a l f ,  M i a 
Miville, Kevin Njenga, 
Charlotte Oliver, Jennavicia 
Roseberry, Emma Ryan, 
S i e n n a  S h a w,  B r a d y 
Skinner, Ellary White, Carlo 
Zolla and Leanna Zou.

Grade 12 High Honors
Students in Grade 12 

attaining High Honors: 
Aidan Mahone and Madelyn 
Stauder.

Grade 12 Honors
Students in Grade 12 

attaining Honor Roll are 
A a r o n  B o d i n e ,  O w e n 
Breuer, Tricia Bruso, Troy 
Budreau, Kylee Costello, 
Mia Ducos, Kalina Dyer, 
Hemily Halaby, Madeleine 
Hardy, Adelaide Harmon, 
Grace Manna, Elizabeth 
M a t h e s o n ,  H u n t e r 
McQueston, Adrian Parker, 
Madeleine Rigney, Cameran 
Vega, Andrew Warfield, 
Thomas Wigglesworth, 
Bianca Wilder and Richard 
Wilson.

Colleges and universities announce Dean’s lists
College of Holy Cross

Worcester
Caroline Bierfeldt of Rutland, Class of 

2028
Jenna Dupell of North Brookfield, 

Class of 2026
Benjamin King of Rutland, Class of 

2028
Timothy King of Rutland, Class of 

2028
Jorji LaViolette of Barre, Class of 2026
Lily Staiti of Rutland, Class of 2029

University of Massachusetts
Amherst

 Brianna Lynn Caponigro of Barre
 Sophia Isabella Diaz of Barre
 Abigail Lynn Hughes of Barre
 Adam Stephen Faulha of Hardwick
 Connor Malcolm Geary of Hardwick
 James Quinn Geary of Hardwick
 William Wolverton Hood of Hardwick
 Ava McEvoy of Hubbardston
 Andrew John Twarog of Hubbardston
 Samantha Carlson of New Braintree
 William Rafferty Barnes of Petersham
 Owen Benjamin Carl of Petersham
 Ally Elizabeth Legare of Petersham
 Chloe Elizabeth Andress of Rutland
 Aidan Jack Cady of Rutland

 Dante E Casareale of Rutland
 Alexander Roch Charlonne of Rutland
 Irene Valentina Christodoulou of 

Rutland
 Julia Alexandra Clabbers of Rutland
 Elizabeth Rose DeMauro of Rutland
 Ava Wynne Ehrenworth of Rutland
 Devon Erskine of Rutland
 Andrew Guindon of Rutland
 Nathan J Judge of Rutland
 Tyler Matthew Judge of Rutland
 Elise Violet Kennedy of Rutland
 Amelia I Kilian of Rutland
 Benjamin Glendon Marien of Rutland
 Cameron Perry Naples of Rutland
 Jamie Quinn of Rutland
 Thomas Joseph Rovezzi of Rutland
 Connor Scott Trainque of Rutland
 Hailey Jewel Wesby of Rutland
 Addison Nora Witkes of Rutland

Emmanuel College
Boston

J a c q u e l i n e  M a r c i n k i ew i c z  o f 
Hubbardston, finance (corporate finance) 
major

Megan Bokis of North Brookfield, 
nursing major

Gretel Dimauro of Barr, political sci-
ence major
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Barre Police Log

Public Safety

Rutland Police Log

Oakham Police Log

Sunday, Feb. 15
2:45 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Se rv i ce  –  S i ck /Unknown , 
Ruggles Lane, Transported to 
Hospital

8:45 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Wauwinet Road, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

1:14 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Pleasant Street, Officer/Chief 
Advised

3:16 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Worcester Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

7:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Summer Street, Written Warning

7:26 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Edwards Lane, Returned

Monday, Feb. 16
1:39 p.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Welfare Check, Natty 
Pond Drive, Report Filed

4 :41  p .m.  D is tu rbance/
Disorderly, Exchange Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

5:04 p.m. Unwanted Party, 
Edwards Lane, Investigated

6:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

6:39 p.m. Fraud or Forgery, 
Union Street, Report Filed

8:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Worcester Road, Written Warning

9:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
South Street, Written Warning

Tuesday, Feb. 17
3:34 p.. Erratic Operator, 

Worcester Road, Area Search 
Negative

5:17 p.m. Suspicious Person/

Vehicle Activity, Lane Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

6:12 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Old Turnpike Road, Negative 
Contact

6:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
South Street, Written Warning

8:21 p.m. Assault and Battery, 
Old Turnpike Road, Investigated

8:40 p.m. Assist Other Police 
Department ,  Union Street , 
Negative Contact

9:50 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Hubbardston Road, Vehicle 
Towed

Summons Donis, Sarceno, 
Ludim Jhony, 35, Fitchburg

Charges  Number  P la te 
V io l a t i on  t o  Concea l  ID , 
Un insured  Moto r  Veh ic le , 
Unregistered Motor Vehicle

Wednesday, Feb. 18
12 :56  a .m .  Susp i c ious 

Person/Vehicle Activity, Summer 
Street, Investigated

9:50 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Welfare Check, Broad 
Street, Negative Contact

10 :01  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, Vernon 
Avenue, Transported to Hospital

10:15 a.m. Fire – Vehicle 
F i r e s ,  W o r c e s t e r  R o a d , 
Investigated

2:31 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Welfare Check, Valley 
Road, Peace Restored

4:52 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
South Street, Written Warning

6:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Worcester Road, Written Warning

Friday, Feb. 20
4:47 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Abdominal/Back Pain, 
Valley Road, Transported to 
Hospital

6:06 a.m. Unwanted Party, 
Sheldon Road, Officer Spoke to 
Party

7:51 a.m. Fires – Structure 
Fi res,  Centra l  Tree Road, 
Investigated

8:33 a.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Sheldon Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

1:40 p.m. Burglary/Breaking 
and Entering, Trafalgar Square, 
Officer Spoke to Party

1:45 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Summer Street, Officer Spoke 
to Party

2 p.m. Identity Theft, Old 
Coldbrook Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

6:39 p.m. Property Damage, 
Vernon Avenue, Officer Spoke 
to Party

Saturday, Feb. 14
5:45  a .m.   Abandoned 

Vehicle/Parking Issues, Celona 
Square, Citation Issued

6:37 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle/
Parking Issues, Church Street, 
Citation Issued

6:49 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle/
Parking Issues, High North 
Street, Officer/Chief Advised

11 :28  p .m.  Emergency 
Med ica l  Se rv i ce  –  Fa l l s , 
Wauwinet Road, Transported to 
Hospital

Sunday, Feb. 15
1:14 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Barre Paxton Road, Written 
Warning

10:37 p.m. Complaint, Barre 
Paxton Road, Officer Spoke 
Party

10:48 p.m. Fire – Fumes/
Odor/Gas Leak, Brintnal Road, 
Investigated

11:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Pleasantdale Road, Written 
Warning, 

Monday, Feb. 16
12:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street,  Wri t ten 
Warning

12 :58  a .m .  Susp i c ious 
Person/Vehicle Activity, Maple 
Avenue, Officer Spoke to Party

2:56 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Paxton Road, Written 
Warning

9 : 5 9  a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Stroke (CVA), 
Pleasantdale Road, Transported 
to Hospital

11:06 a.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, Charnock Hill Road, 
Information Given

12:39 p.m. Animal – ACO 
Call, Stevens Way, Information 
Taken

1:38 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Walnut, Officer/Chief Advised

2:57 p.m. Abandoned Vehicle/
Parking Issues, Maple Avenue, 
Officer Spoke to Party

4:09 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Pleasantdale Road, Removed 
from Scene

8:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, Main Street, Officer 
Spoke to Party

8 : 3 0  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Clealand Circle, 
Transported to Hospital

8:50 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Kenwood Court, Officer Spoke 
to Party

11:04 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East County Road, Written 
Warning

11:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, Barre Paxton, Barre 
Paxton Road, Public Assist

Tuesday, Feb. 17
6:52 a.m. Erratic Operator, 

Barre Paxton Road, Negative 
Contact

10:29 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Criminal 
Complaint

Summons Fuller, Brandon, 
26, Wakefield, New Hampshire

Charges License Suspended, 
Operating Motor Vehicle with 
C90 S23, 

Uninsured Motor Vehicle C90 
S34J

1 0 : 5 1 a . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Animal Bites, 
Johnson Way, Transported to 
Hospital

12:58 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street,  Wri t ten 
Warning

1:52 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Davis Street, Report Filed

4:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

7:45 p .m F i re  –  A larm 

A c t i v a t i o n ,  M a i n  S t r e e t , 
Investigated

10:12 p.m. Fire – Propane 
Incident, Carlsons Way, Referred 
to Other Agency

Wednesday, Feb. 18
10:55 a.m. Animal – ACO 

Call, Stevens Way, Officer/Chief 
Advised

11:11 a.m. Animal – ACO 
Call, Hopes Way, Officer/Chief 
Advised

11 :54  a .m.  Emergency 
Medical Services – Falls, Turkey 
Hill Trail, Transported to Hospital

11:56 a.m. Erratic Operator, 
P o m m o g u s s e t t  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

2:56 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, East 
County Road, Transported to 
Hospital

3:28 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, Main Street, Removed 
from Scene

3:58 p.m. Assist Other Police 
Department, Ten Rod Road, East 
Brookfield, Officer Spoke to Party

4:57 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Lowry 
Lane, Transported to Hospital

11 :14  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Sick/Unknown, 
Miles Road, Transported to 
Hospital

Thursday, Feb. 19
10 :24  a .m.  Emergency 

Medical Service – Trauma, East 
Hill Road, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

11:56 a.m. Unwanted Party, 
Wachusett Street, Officer Spoke 
to Party

12 :48  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Breathing 
Difficulty, East County Road, 
Transported to Hospital

1:58 p.m. Larceny or Theft, 
Miles Road, Report Filed

S u m m o n s  P a t r o n e , 
Christopher Anibal, 36, Palmer

Charges  La rceny  Over 
$1,200 by False Pretense

1:58 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Miles Road, 
Report Filed

2:39 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, 
Main Street, Negative Contact

4:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Kenwood Drive, Written Warning

4:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

5:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

9 : 0 5  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Breathing 
Difficulty, New Braintree Road, 
Transported to Hospital

9:36 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Breathing Difficulty, 
Scott Road, Mutual Aid Transport

11 :05  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Main Street, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

Friday, Feb. 20
12:23 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street,  Wri t ten 
Warning

1:35 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Seizures, Miles Road, 
Transported to Hospital

7:51 a.m. Fire – Structure 

Fi res,  Centra l  Tree Road, 
Investigated

9:16 a.m. Fire – Fumes/
Odor/Gas Leak, Vista Circle, 
Investigated

10:04 a.m. Serve Warrant, 
Brunelle Drive, Arrest(s) Made

Arrest Johnson, Neil Joshua, 
56, Rutland

Charges Warrant
10 :14  a .m .  Susp i c ious 

Person/Vehicle Activity, Highland 
Park Road, Investigated

10:32 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident – No Fire Department/
EMS Response Main Street, 
Report Filed

12 :13  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Falls, Turkey 
Hill Road, Mutual Aid Transport

1:34 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Choking, Crestview 
Drive, Transported to Hospital

2:48 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Maple Avenue, Vehicle 
Towed

3:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident – No Fire Department/
EMS Response, Maple Avenue, 
Officer Spoke to Party

3:39 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, East County 
Road, Officer Spoke to Party

4:10 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Highland Park 
Road, Officer Spoke to Party

4:47 p.m. Road Condition 
Noti f icat ion, Pommogussett 
Road, Information Given

5:33 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Main Street, Vehicle 
Towed

10:08 p.m. Fire – Motor 
Vehicle Collision, Fisherman’s 
Road, Prisoner Bailed

Arrest Boland, Christopher 
Jalen, 28, Hardwick

Charges Warrant, Unlicensed 
Operation of Motor Vehicle

11:08 p.m. Safety Concern, 
East County Road, Report Filed

Saturday, Feb. 21
12:31 a.m. Threats, East 

County Road, Report Filed
5:32 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle/

Parking Issues, Fisherman’s 
Road, Officer Spoke to Party

5:32 a.m. Safety Concern, 
River Road, Officer Spoke to 
Party

10 :17  a .m.  Abandoned 
Vehicle/Parking Issues, Whitehall 
Road, Officer Spoke to Party

12 :05  p .m.  Emergency 
Medical Service – Bloody Urine/
Dizzy,  Pleasantdale Road, 
Transported to Hospital

2:01 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Inwood Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

3:58 p.m. Property – Lost/
Found/Surrender, Pine Plains 
Road, Returned

6:25 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Abdominal/Back Pain, 
Joanna Drive, Transported to 
Hospital

7 :19  p .m.  Road /Tra f f i c 
Hazard, East County Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

10:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Barre Paxton Road, Written 
Warning

Sunday, Feb. 15
2:04 p.m. Assist Other Police 

Department, New Braintree, 
Report Filed

Monday, Feb. 16
8 : 3 8  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 

Medical Service – Falls, Barre 
P la ins  Road ,  Mu tua l  A id 
Transport

Tuesday, Feb. 17
12:51 a.m. Harassment 

Serve – Information/Violation, 
Sanders Road, Officer Spoke to 
Party

6:12 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Old Turnpike Road, Negative 
Contact

7:14 p.m. Fraud or Forgery, 
East Hill Road, Report Filed

7:45 p.m. Fire – Alarm 
A c t i v a t i o n ,  M a i n  S t r e e t , 

Investigated
8:21  p .m.  Assau l t  and 

Battery, Old Turnpike Road, 
Investigated

8 : 3 1  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Old Turnpike 
Road,  Ambu lance  S igned 
Refusal

Wednesday, Feb. 18
6:48 a.m. Erratic Operator, 

Old Turnpike Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

7:17 a.m. Stolen Vehicle, 
Robinson Road, Report Filed

9:57 a.m. Larceny or Theft, 
North Brookfield Road, Call 
Transferred

4:17 p.m Larceny or Theft, 
Oakham Police Department, 
Report Filed

8:38 p.m. Road Condition 

Not i f i ca t ion,  Whole  Town, 
Information Taken

Thursday, Feb. 19
10:24  a .m.  Emergency 

Medical Service – Trauma, East 
Hill Road, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

7:25 p.m. Motor Vehicle – 
Disabled, Old Turnpike Road, 
Public Assist

9 : 0 5  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Breathing 
Difficulty, New Braintree Road, 
Transported to Hospital

9 : 3 6  p . m .  E m e r g e n c y 
Medical Service – Breathing 
Difficulty, Scott Road, Mutual Aid 
Transport

Friday, Feb. 20
2:09 p.m. Animal – Wildlife, 

Old Turnpike Road, Removed 
from Scene

Saturday, Feb. 21
11:49 p.m. Road Condition 

No t i f i ca t i on ,  Town  W ide , 
Information Taken

New Braintree Police Log
During the weeks of Feb. 

25-March 9, the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 16 building/prop-
erty checks, 63 directed/area 
patrols, 15 radar assignments, 
three traffic controls, seven 
emergency 911 calls, four safe-
ty hazards, four motor vehicle 
accidents, three citizen assists, 
two assist other agencies and six 
motor vehicle stops in the town of 
New Braintree.

Wednesday, Feb. 25
10:32 p.m. Safety Hazard, 

Oakham Road, Voice Message 
Left

Thursday, Feb. 26
6:26  a .m.  911 Med ica l 

Emergency, Oakham Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Sunday, March 1
12:09 p.m. 911 Motor Vehicle 

Crash, Ravine Road, Services 
Rendered

2:36 p.m. 911 Motor Vehicle 
Crash, Barre Road, Vehicle 
Towed

2:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Crash, Old Turnpike Road, 
Merge

Monday, March 2
7:12 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Gilbertville Road, Referred to 
Other Agency

10:26 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Memorial Drive, Officer Handled

11:08 a.m. Assist  Other 
Agency, Memorial Drive, Officer 
Handled

11:27 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Memorial Drive, Officer Handled

Tuesday, March 3
1:27 p .m.  Ass is t  Other 

Agency, Memorial Drive, Officer 
Handled

Wednesday, March 4
7:36 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Worcester  Road,  Serv ices 
Rendered

10:24 a.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, West Brookfield 
Road, Patient Refusal

10:58 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Gilbertville Road, Officer Handled

Thursday, March 5
6:47 a.m. 911 Motor Vehicle 

Crash, Gilbertville Road, Vehicle 
Towed

Friday, March 6
12:49 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Town Wide, Services Rendered
6:44 a.m. 911 Fire/Chimney, 

Barr Road, Extinguished
7:09 a.m. Safety Hazard, Barr 

Road, Referred to Other Agency
1:07 p .m.  Ass is t  Other 

Agency, Davis Road, Officer 
Handled

Sunday, March 8
11:03 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, West Brookfield 
Road, Patient Refusal

7 p.m. Assist Citizen, Bernard 
Whitney Road, Officer Handled

During the week of March 
9 - 1 6 ,  t h e  H a r d w i c k / N e w 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 16 building/prop-
erty checks, 30 directed/area 
patrols, nine radar assignments, 
one traffic control, three emer-
gency 911 calls, one safety haz-
ard, one motor vehicle accident, 
four citizen assists, three assist 
other agencies, one harassment, 
one parking complaint and five 
motor vehicle stops in the town of 
New Braintree.

Monday, March 9
8:18 a.m. 911 Motor Vehicle 

Crash, Old Turnpike Road, 
Written Warning

10:21 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Thompson Road,  Serv ices 
Rendered

Tuesday, March 10
7:03 p.m. Suspicious Activity, 

West Road, Officer Handled
Wednesday, March 11

9:42 a .m.  Ass is t  Other 
Agency, Memorial Drive, Officer 
Handled

5 p.m. Assist Other Agency, 
Memorial Drive, Spoken To

Thursday, March 12
9:29 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Memor ia l  Dr i ve ,  D ispa tch 
Handled

9:31 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Memorial Drive, Officer Handled

9:35 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Memorial Drive, Officer Handled

1 :32  p .m.  Harassment , 
Memorial Drive, Officer Handled

4:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Hardwick Road, Citation Issued

5:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Ravine Road, Citation Issued

6:34  p .m.  911 Med ica l 
Emergency, West Brookfield 
Road, Transported to Hospital

Friday, March 13
1:35 p .m.  Ass is t  Other 

Agency, Memorial Drive, Officer 
Handled

1:37 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Memorial Drive, Officer Handled

5:06 p.m. Parking Complaint, 
Memorial Drive, Officer Handled

Monday, March 16
7 : 1 5  a . m .  M e d i c a l 

Emergency, West Brookfield 
Road, Services Rendered

They were on the hunt to 
destroy the man who just got 
healed, and they were out to 
destroy the integrity of the 
Son of Man. But Jesus broke 
through the chaos they cre-
ated and brought them to the 
essence of what is right and 
what is wrong. To be arro-
gant, and unwilling to see 
and hear the work of God, 
will not give them the eternal 

peace they need. 
Rather, they must admit 

their wrongdoing and under-
go a process of purification 
in order to achieve complete 
restoration by God. Jesus 
continues to teach all of us 
this same lesson today, about 
the importance of God’s 
work through us when we go 
through struggles and how 
God shows up in mysterious 
ways, when we are healed, 
when we receive what we 
need. 

But Jesus is also teaching 
us to be courageous like the 
blind man, when we see the 
resistance to Him and God’s 
way of life, the chaos, the 
lack of peace. Jesus is 
teaching us about God’s 
love and peace and compas-
sion for everyone. May God 
help us every day to be like 
this and help us to pray and 
to act in ways that others 
will see the transformation 
in our lives. 

May God open the eyes 

and hearts and souls of those 
in this world who create 
chaos and division, poverty 
and violence, and lead them 
to a place of rest and accep-
tance of the love of God, and 
to treat others the way God 
wants them to. 

Amen.

Pastor Margaret Keyser
Barre Congregational 
Church
30 Park St., Barre

During the week of March 
9 - 1 6 ,  t h e  H a r d w i c k / N e w 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 75 building/prop-
erty checks, 43 directed/area 
patrols, 19 radar assignments, 
three traffic controls, eight emer-
gency 911 calls, five citizen 
assists, three assist other agen-
cies, two complaints, two safety 
hazards, one scam, one fire, one 
investigation, one motor vehicle 
accident, five animal calls and 16 
motor vehicle stops in the town of 
Hardwick.

Monday, March 9
10:33 a.m. Scam, Ruggles 

Hill Road, Report Taken
3:09 p.m. Investigation, Main 

Street, Services Rendered
3:10  p .m.  911 Med ica l 

Emergency, Ruggles Hill Road, 
Transported to Hospital

7 :54  p .m.  D is tu rbance, 
Greenwich Road, Unfounded

8:29 p.m. Suspicious Activity, 
Main Street, Officer Handled

8:56 p .m.  Ass is t  Other 
Agency, Ware, Officer Handled

10:38 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Main Street, Officer Handled

Tuesday, March 10
9:22 a.m. Complaint, Main 

Street, Services Rendered
11:21 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Hardwick Road, Citation 
Issued

2:23 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Ridge Road, Officer Handled

3:05 p.m. Complaint, Ridge 
Road, Officer Handled

4:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Citation Issued

5:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Road, Citation Issued

Wednesday, March 11
2:57  p .m.  911 Med ica l 

Emergency, Main Street, Patient 
Refusal

3:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Crash, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

4:57 p.m. 911 Lockout , 
C h u r c h  S t r e e t ,  S e r v i c e s 
Rendered

10:02 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Greenwich Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Thursday, March 12
6:31 p.m. Medical Alarm, 

Prospect Street, Transported to 
Hospital

9:12 p.m. Assist Citizen, Mill 
Street, Officer Handled

Friday, March 13
6:41 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Red Bridge Road, Citation Issued
3:32 p .m.  Ass is t  Other 

Agency, Telephone, Services 
Rendered

3:50 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
Main Street, Referred to Other 
Agency

4:45 p.m. Assist Citizen, Main 
Street, Officer Handled

8:24 p .m.  Ass is t  Other 
Agency, Out of Town, Spoken To

9:13 p.m. Suspicious Activity, 
Greenwich Road, Unfounded

Saturday, March 14
3:11 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

North Road, Referred to Other 
Agency

12:20 p.m. 911 Fire/Chimney, 
Prouty Road, Extinguished

4:22 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Church Street, Spoken To

4:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Lower Road, Citation Issued

Sunday, March 15
12:31 a.m. Assault, Hardwick 

Road, Report Taken
2:02 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Hardwick Road, Citation Issued
Monday, March 16

5:06  a .m.  911 Med ica l 
Emergency,  Broad St reet , 
Transported to Hospital

Hardwick Police Log

SERMONS from page 11
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
BUSINESS FOR SALE

BIOLINKS OF NEW ENGLAND.
Grease trap pumping business. Ninety cus-
tomers, two pump trucks. 

Call Les 413-297-1513.

MILLING, TURNING, GRINDING, 
TOOLS. Tools inspection, tools granite 
surface plates, red head spindles and 
more. CERA BIDE GRINDING, 34 
Front Street, Indian Orchard, 413-
543-1227.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports memo-
rabilia, art, sterling, signs, auto-
motive, hunting, advertising, radi-
os, ham radio equipment, audio 
equipment, toys, one item or entire 
estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN SERVICES. 30 years ex-
perience, replacement windows, painting, 
patching, laminate flooring, carpet installa-
tion/repair, and storage solutions.

 Call/text 413-777-3376.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior,
 exterior painting and wallpapering.

 Also minor carpentry. 
413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now 
$1,200. 413-218-2321

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

LAND WANTED
SEEKING 8-20 PEACEFUL ACRES in 
Central MA for pet memorial sanctuary. Es-
pecially interested in lease-option, phased 
sale, or seller financing. Respectful, se-
rious inquiry. Patrick | 508-735-3232 | 
founder@rainbow-meadow.org

WANTED JUNK REMOVALJUNK REMOVAL SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

Advertise your 
home improvement 

services in our classifieds.
We get results!

Advertise your home improvement 
services in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

GIANT APPLIANCE REBATES!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!
BIKE, BIKE, E-BIKES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE US!!!!
END OF YEAR TV CLEARANCE!!!

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tuesday-Sunday

8am-2pm

BRING IN ENTIRE AD FOR $5 OFF
with $10 minimum purchase.

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES
❖ MAC’N CHEESE
❖ LUNCH & BREAKFAST MEALS

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

See website for specials
JARSCafe.com
❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

TEA FOR TWO
1st Sunday Every Month
Reservations Required

Support YourSupport Your
Hometown BusinessesHometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

GORGEOUS Single level living. Meticulously maintained - House is set back from the road 
on 2.23 acres. Three bedrooms PLUS an office. Many large windows for abundant natural 

lighting. Two-car garage leads into the partially fin basement.  Hookup for a generator 
(included). Propane fireplace in lr. Extensive upgrades inc. complete kitchen renovation (2025), 

landscaping & hardscaping 
(2023-2024), Fenced in yard (2022), 
reeds ferry shed (2017), new hot tub 

(2022), heat pump (2022) & many 
more upgrades too numerous to 

list. The rear deck has a retractable 
awning & there is another granite 

patio area great for entertaining. This 
property is located near the Paxton 

line, & is 2.3 miles away from Moore 
State Park. This will not last long.

Lisa Caron Real EstateLisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 0150642 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506
Cell: 508-341-8299Cell: 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.comSearch Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

21 Thompson Pond Road 
Spencer, MA - $709,000

OPEN HOUSE APRIL 12TH 
FROM 1-3PM

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

June 9-12 4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation ...............$899
June 27 ....Lake George Cruise & Lunch .......................$185
July 11 .....Provincetown by Fast Ferry .........................$220
July 19 .....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
Aug 30 .....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise .................from $1699

Two Great Cruises aboard 
Norwegian 
Breakaway!

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

NEW LISTING 
COMING 
TO WEST 
BROOKFIELD!! 
$379,900
62 Cottage St., 
Emerald Isle Condos

www.PostRoadRealty.comwww.PostRoadRealty.com

1504 North Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
 (413) 283-3511

362 Sewall St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

(413) 589-7308

KELLY KELLY && VELÁZQUEZ VELÁZQUEZ
EYE CENTEREYE CENTER

PETER J. KELLY, M.D., P.C.
LEONARDO J. VELÁZQUEZ, M.D.

DENNIS M. DORANS, O.D.
KELLY N. POULIOT, O.D.

PALMER HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
LUDLOW HOURS: Hours vary, please call

Accepting New Patients

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

www.turley.com  •  413.283.8393

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

ADVERTISING
SPECIALS

CONTACT US
TODAY FOR
DETAILS

LOCAL BUSINESS

www.davesapp.com
508-867-3122

Parts Hotline 888-229-1027
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

Factory Authorized Technicians
Family business for over 40 years!

The life of any small local family run business is 
a long arduous uphill battle filled with growing 
pains, uncertainty and change. We here at Dave’s 

Appliance have been serving the community and their 
home appliance needs for the past 40 years in an era 
of rapidly changing industries and technologies. The 
business was first founded by Dave and Patricia Caron 
along with their three sons, Dave Jr., Rick and John 
in an attached barn area off their family home.  In its 
infancy, Dave’s sold mostly antiques and furniture and 
perhaps a refrigerator or two; but by the mid 1990’s 
the townspeople knew us as Dave’s Maytag. Our local 
“Maytag men” specialized in the retail and home repair 
of Maytag products. By the end of the twentieth century, 
our founder Dave had passed away, big box stores were moving in, and Maytag was 
bought out by Whirlpool.
Patricia, Rick and John dug their heels into the dirt, joined a buying group with more 

retail power and built a new larger 7000 square foot facility next door, a location where 
they have operated comfortably for the past ten years.
 A new type of change has come to Dave’s as of January 1, 2017 and that is the retirement 

of Pat. We would like to thank Pat for her many decades of dedication to the business 
and surrounding community. We would also like to thank the local townspeople for 
their continued support and business over the past 40 years. The torch has finally been 
passed to new co-owners Rick and John Caron, who along with the third generation of 
the Caron family will continue to aid the local community with the sales of new and 
reconditioned appliances, as well as supplying in-shop and in-home appliance repairs.

For information on this advertising feature,
please contact June at (508)909-4062 

or by email at jsima@stonebridgepress.news

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

 Dave’s Appliance Inc. would like to announce 
the retirement of Patricia Caron

Owners rick and JOhn carOn will assume the day-tO-day 
OperatiOns Of the family run business 

Rick Caron (L), John Caron (R)

 ESTABLISHED

LG WASHER/DRYER SALE 
$549/EACH 

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Dave's Appliance, Inc.
WT6100CW WT6105CW DLE6100W

BUYLINE 
CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette 
& Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨


