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Senate candidate
visits selectmen
Mike Valanzola
visiting district towns

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the

See SELECTMEN, page 7

Green Energy Tips 
Barre Energy Committee

Beautiful icicles and prob-
lematic ice dams? If you have
icicles hanging or ice dam
issues, it is a sure sign you are
wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.

State funds used to
promote regional
partnerships

Singing the night away

Turley Publications Photo by Amber King, an intern from Quabbin Regional High School. 

The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting

See ROOF PROJECT, page 8 See CIC GRANT, page 8

Chocolates and so many to pick

Awards to be presented
at April 26 dinner

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER — For every active
group or organization in town,
there are a number of key volun-
teers behind it, from church groups
like the United Church of Ware
and the First Church of Monson to
civic organizations like the Palmer
Lions Club and the Belchertown
Fair Committee, said Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.
These are the people that – for the
most part – stay in the background
when the media shows up at an
event but are a vital part of bring-
ing community activities to life.

And it is recognition of that
fact that the QHCC is seeking
nominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from the
Chamber towns of Belchertown,
Brimfield, Brookfield, East
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland,
Monson, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer,
Wales, Ware, Warren and West
Brookfield.

Last year ’s winner was
Bobbie McAvoy of Ware, for her
work in holding collections for
troops overseas. At the time, she
said that she was thrilled to be
nominated, but didn’t believe she
was as deserving of the award as
others in the community.

And that is just the quality
that Weake said the committee that
judges Citizen of the Year nomina-
tions is looking for.

“These people are the ones
that don’t do it for the recognition
but without whose diligence the

Karen Anderson of Orange announces her
candidacy for state representative

Chamber eyes volunteer standouts

ORANGE - Karen Anderson, a
Republican, announced her candi-
dacy for the 2nd Franklin District
State Representative seat. She
declared, “For too long the needs of

our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district's

needs. I will tirelessly work to pro-
tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations

Turley Publications Photo by Genevieve Fraser

Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10
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When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations

Turley Publications Photo by Genevieve Fraser

Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10

See HARRIET GILMAN, page 6

See NORTH BROOKFIELD, 
page 6
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These Quabbin elementary students dressed like they were 100 years old.

Quabbin students mark
100 days of learning

By Eric Goodhart
Correspondent  

    
HUBBARDSTON – State 

Senator Peter Durant and state 
Represen ta t ive  Dona ld  R . 
Berthiaume, Jr. were guests at 
the Monday, Feb. 5 Hubbardston 
Select Board meeting. 

They came to listen firsthand 
from Hubbardston residents. The 
two main topics were Comet 
Pond and the town’s serious bud-
get challenges.  

Town Administrator, heading 
into his first full year at the helm, 
Nate Boudreau, MPA, gave Sue 
Meager, President of the Comet 
Pond Association the floor. She 
expressed the mounting con-
cerns pertaining to the safety and 
water degradation by property 
owners on the Pond and those of 
the town’s Chief of Police, Ryan 
Couture.  

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Conservation and Recreation 
recently completed a 2 plus year 
review of the rules and regula-
tions of what is known as the 
Ware River Watershed Region. 
Asnacomet Pond, commonly 
called Comet Pond, is a designat-
ed recreation area for all residents 
of the Commonwealth. 

However, with the ever-in-
creasing seasonal use of the pond 
since 2019, the posted “restric-
tions” have not been followed by 
a large number of users of the 
pond, particularly ignoring the 
boat self-inspection protocol and 
long-distance swimming restric-
tions. The former has caused 
increased invasive milfoil condi-
tions in the entire length of the 
pond. If the milfoil is not erad-
icated on a regular basis, it not 
only destroys the ecosystem, but 
also inhibits recreational boating 

and swimming. Not to mention a 
breeding grown for mosquitos.  

Meagher gave credit to the 
state for financial assistance in 
responding to a grant request by 
the property owners last year, 
which paid $20,000 for a proper 
survey of the lake’s conditions 
and part of the clean-up, but that 
is not expected to be ongoing. It 
is estimated that ongoing period-
ic costs of maintaining the clean 
water will cost thousands of dol-
lars every three years if the same 
number of boat and kayak users 
ignore the posted signage. An 
expense that homeowners are not 
able to afford.      

For decades the DCR initially 
did not allow long distance swim-
ming in the pond, but the policy 
changed. It was made legal in the 
fall of 2023. In fact, an increasing 
number of long-distance swim-
mers had been illegally swim-
ming in the pond for years, but 
has increased noticeably since 
2019. There have been no report-
ed injuries in the water yet, but 
some say it is only a matter of 
time. 

It is suggested that making 
sections of the north end of the 
pond would be the safest place 
for long distance swimmers out-
side the public beach area on the 
west side of the pond. Toward the 
end of last season many long-dis-
tance swimmers were swimming 
there. Now that there is a height-
ened awareness of the issue, it 
is hoped that all long-distance 
swimmers will do the same.      

Senator Durant will be shar-
ing the concerns with the DCR. 
Plus, the Ware River Watershed 

State legislators hear about 
Comet Pond and budget woes

Select Board 
discusses 
generator
repair bill

By Ellenor Downer
Editor

edowner@turley.com

OAKHAM – The Oakham 
Select Board discussed the reim-
bursement request  from the 
Quabbin Regional School District 
for repairs to the generator at the 
Oakham Center School.

The district already paid the 
$6,880 for electrical repairs to the 
school generator. In the letter from 
the district, it said any expense 
over $5,000 was the responsibly of 
the town and not the district under 
the Regional School Agreement.

Select Board Chair Donald 
Haapakoski said the Regional 
Agreement section referenced 
in the school letter was for capi-
tal expenses, not repairs. He said 
repairs and maintenance was the 
District’s responsibility. The Select 
Board declined to pay and will 
return the bill to the District.

Medical equipment 
release form

Select Board member Aaron 
Langlois said with medical equip-
ment such as crutches and walk-
ers a medical provider fitted the 
equipment to the individual. He 
said there should be a line on the 
release form stating the equipment 
was recommended by their provid-
er and list the specific equipment. 

Select Board Vice Chair Lucy 
Tessnau said this was why the 
Council on Aging did not have 
crutches to loan out. She also said 
the COA loans out lots of equip-
ment. They even had to pickup two 
pieces of equipment from Paxton 
to fill some requests last year. 

The Select Board unanimously 
approved the medical equipment 
release form drafted by KP Law 
with the addition of the line that 
equipment was recommended by 
their health care provider and name 
the specific equipment.

Planning Board hearing
Tom Hughes, Planning Board, 

said there would be a hearing next 
week on Tuesday, Feb. 27 at 7:15 
p.m. at the Town Hall for a spe-
cial permit for BHT Oakham LLC., 
located at the former Amherst/
Oakham Recycling property. The 
permit is for the outdoor storage of 
operable and inoperable automo-
biles, trucks and other vehicles for 
wholesale online auction.

National Grid bill
Select Board member Langlois 

asked about late fee charges on 
National Grid bills and charging 
the town a sales tax, which was 
over $100. He said the sales tax 
was listed under surcharge, but was 
labeled sales tax. There was also a 
federal tax charged. Administrative 
Assistant Maribel LaRange will 
call National Grid about these con-
cerns.

COA
Council on Aging Chair Barbara 

Wreschinsky said she received a 
request for the use of the senior 
center by the Democratic Town 
Committee. Use of town property 
falls under the jurisdiction of the 
Select Board. Select Board Chair 
Haapakoski said unless the town 
had a policy allowing use by every-

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD – Parks 
and Recreation Committee Chair 
Brandon Avery presented engineer-
ing plans to the Board of Selectmen 
regarding a project to extend the 
Rail Trail to South Common Street, 
through the former Aztec Industries 
property.

A design concept was drafted by 
Fuss & O’Neill using grant funding 
secured by Central Massachusetts 
Regional Planning Commission and 
Administrative Assistant Ashley 
Barre.

In addition to the trail extension, 
the project includes the creation of a 
pocket park and additional parking 
spaces. 

At the board’s Feb. 13 meeting, 
Avery said the East Quabbin Land 
Trust has volunteered to assist the 
town with getting grants to sup-
port the project and the Parks and 
Recreation Committee will also 
help with the project and oversee it 
once complete.

Avery said those involved with 
the project met with the Department 
of Environmental Protection and 
soil sampling at the Aztec Industries 

Board 
receives Rail 
Trail project 
concept design
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Selectmengrant
one-dayliquor

license
Library event toinclude beer and wine

By Ellenor DownerStaff Writer
OAKHAM – Fobes Memorial

Library director,  Samantha
Boudin,  requested a one-day
liquor license for the Friends of
the Library Swinging Desserts
event.

She said that this y
friends gro

BARRE – The Barre
Fire is one of the host
community that house a
technical rescue trailer
for  the Fire  Distr ic t  8
Technical Rescue Team.
As part of being a com-
munity that has members
on the team, Barre Fire
Department  hosted a
training scenario on
Thursday,  Feb.  25 and
Sunday,  Feb.  28 at  the
sewer pumping station by
Fire  Stat ion 2 on
Wheelwright Road.The training was the

same on b th

Technical rescue team simulatessssshhhhaaaafffftttt rrrreeeessssccccuuuueeee Locally,Sandersand
Trumpwin in

primary
By Ell

It’s easier than ever to SUBSCRIBE to your hometown paper.
Visit barregazette.turley.com and click on SUBSCRIPTIONS!

You can also browse our archives, submit your news and view our facebook feed all from the same page!
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Harriet Kelso
Gilman recalls living 
in post war Germany

Editor’s note: This is the sec-
ond of a two party story. The first 
part appeared in the Feb. 8 edi-
tion.

By Kathryn Koegel
Correspondent

NORTH CHESTER – Harriet 
Kelso Gilman and Jim Gilman 
were married when she was in col-
lege but he was not deployed for a 
year and a half.

She followed him around the 
U.S. from military base to military 
base. She became pregnant and 
came home to her parents and the 
farm. “I had the baby in Westfield. 
Jim saw him ten days after he was 
born and then he was deployed 
and I didn’t see him (Jim) for two 
years.”

Not only was the distance 
hard, but the nature of Jim’s work 
in intelligence kept them apart. 
“I would get what they called 
VMAIL and various words would 
be blacked out. He really couldn’t 
tell me anything. I know he was 
in England, France and Germany, 
and near the Battle of the Bulge, 
but I know little of this.” Unlike 
other GI wives, she never had the 
jubilant stateside reunion. “Jim 
worked with the Marshall Plan 
and could not come home. He did 
send for me and I was so excited.”

Her mother did not want her 
to leave the farm, especially with 
a two year old. “But I went. This 
would be a real adventure.” The 
Europe she saw was in ruins and 
she landed in the absolute heart 
of darkness for the realization of 
Nazi atrocities: Nuremberg. Jim 
Gilman was a logistician for the 

Nuremberg War Crimes Tribunals. 
They lived in the home of a bank-
er for the Nazi party who served 
time. His family still lived in the 
house, but had moved to the top 
floor.

“I couldn’t go anywhere by 
myself. Jim’s driver took me in 
a Jeep. All around me Germans 
were trying to clean up the streets. 
It was hard to tell what Germans 
thought at that point, but people 
looked as if they were in a state of 
shock. The women who worked 
for us were lovely. I became 
friends with one of the them and 
visited her long after the war.”

She never witnessed the con-
centration camps, but remembered 
the Displaced Persons camp on 
the outskirts of Nuremberg. “They 
had no homes or anything to live 
on. They were often caught steal-
ing. A friend of ours from the 
U.S. was guarding Nazi officers 
in another camp and reported that 
they complained about the food.”

She was a witness to Hermann 
Goering at his trial. Goering had 
been president of the Reichstag 
and Chief Commander of the 
Luftwaffe or German air com-
mand. He was also notorious for 
his love of art and plundering of 
Jews possessions for his own col-
lections. 

North Chester Farm to Nuremberg, part 2

Submitted photo

Jim Gilman and Harriet 
Kelso Gilman are pictured 
during their second duty 
tour of Europe when he was 
Battalion Commander.

Turley photo by Kathryn Koegel

The blueberry fields in North Chester are pictured under a 
blanket of snow on Feb. 2.

See HUBBARDSTON, 
page 6

See OAKHAM, page 5
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Barre Dining Center

Town Clerk lists election information 
Presidential Primary will be held Tuesday, March 

5 with polls open 7 a.m.-8 p.m. at the Hubbardston 
Center School, Elm Street.Voter registration deadline 
is Saturday, Feb. 24. Vote by mail applications are due 
on Tuesday, Feb. 27. In the past month, vote by mail 
postcards were sent out to every registered voter in 
the state of Massachusetts. Voters should make sure 
to read the directions and fill out the application in 
its entirety. The Town Clerk’s office is seeing many 
incomplete applications, contradicting information and 
people choosing ballots that do not exist. Unenrolled 
voters must select a ballot to receive one; the three 
choices are Republican, Democratic and Libertarian. 
Independent ballots do not exist. All vote by mail 
applications that are not filled out to entirety will be 
sent back to the applicant. If there are any questions 
on the application, people may call the Town Clerks 
office at 978-928-1400 extension 202 or email tclerk@
hubbardstonma.us.

Early voting
Early voting hours are as follows: Saturday, Feb. 24 

from 8 a.m.-noon; Monday, Feb. 26 from 3-5:30 p.m.; 
Tuesday, Feb. 27 from 9-11 a.m.; Wednesday, Feb. 28 
from 9-11 a.m. and Thursday, Feb. 29 from 9-11 a.m. 
All early voting will take place in the Town Clerk’s 
office located at 7 Main St.

Senior Book Club
The Senior Book Club meets on Wednesday, Feb 

28 at 11 a.m. at the Hubbardston Senior Center, 7 
Main St. They will discuss “The Perfect Storm” by 
Sebastian Junger.

Country Hen Scholarship 
The Hubbardston Select Board is now accepting 

2024 Country Hen Scholarship applications. The dead-
line to apply is Monday, April 22. The Country Hen 
Scholarship was established to provide one or more 
scholarships to Hubbardston students graduating from 
high school and planning to attend an accredited col-
lege or university. Applicants must have resided in 
the Town of Hubbardston for at least three years and 
should be able to demonstrate significant community 
involvement.

Completed applications along with any additional 
documentation should be returned to Hubbardston 
Select Board, 7 Main St. Unit #3, Hubbardston, MA 
01452 or by email to bos@hubbardstonma.us.

Hubbardston Community Theatre
The 2024 production at the Hubbardston 

Community Theatre will feature “The SpongeBob 
Musical.” 

This production was directed by Donna Farrell 
and Michelle Johnston. The play will premiere at the 
Hubbardston Center School Gym at 8 Elm St. The 
dates for the show are March 15, 16 and 17. 

The Hubbardston Community Theatre, Inc. seeks to 
provide a theatrical experience to children and families 
throughout the Hubbardston Community. They began 
back in 1993 with a production of “The Pied Piper,” 
directed by Russell Killough-Miller. Originally, the 
cast was solely comprised of students, but the follow-
ing year was expanded to include students and their 
families and opened up to Hubbardston and surround-
ing communities over the years.

Dog licenses 
2024 Dog License applications are due by Sunday, 

March 31. Dog owners may fill out the application 
and return by mail with a check, pay in the office with 
cash/check or pay online

Senior center events
The Hubbardston Senior Center, 7A Main St., 

events include: Bingo from 12:30-3 p.m. on Mondays; 
Knitting Group at 10 a.m. every Tuesday at 10 a.m. and 
WiiBowling beginning at 8:30 a.m. every Monday and 
Wednesday beginning at 8:30 a.m. Eggs may be picked 
up on Thursdays at 8:30 a.m. in the Senior Center. 
Cribbage is played on Thursdays from 1:30-3 p.m. 
Pitch is played the first and third Friday of the month at 
6:30 p.m. Art group meets every Friday at 9 a.m.

Performing Arts to hold one act play
On Friday, March 1 at 7 p.m, the Quabbin 

Performing Arts presents a one-act play, “Silenced on 
Barbour Street” at Quabbin Regional High School, 800 
South St., in the auditorium.

This play explores the factors that led to the 1944 
circus fire that claimed the lives of 144 spectators 
in Hartford, Connecticut so content is suitable for 
middle and high school age students and adults.  
People are invited to attend for this performance as 
students prepare to compete at the Massachusetts 
Educational Theater Guild State Drama Festival. 
Tickets are $7 in advance and $9 at the door. Tickets 
can be purchased on online by visiting our.show/
quabbindrama.

Presidential primary
The Presidential Primary will be held Tuesday, 

March 5 with polls open from 7 a.m.-8 p.m. for in 
person voting at both precincts. The last day to reg-
ister to vote or the Presidential Primary Election will 
be Saturday, Feb. 24 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Early voting 
will be held in person at the Henry Woods Building, 
40 West St., first floor on Saturday, Feb. 24 from 9:30 
a.m.-3:30 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 27 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Wednesday, Feb. 28 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Thursday, 
Feb. 29 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. and Friday, March 1 from 
10 a.m.-noon.

Annual Town Election
The Annual Town Election will be held on Monday, 

April 1 from 8 a.m.-8 p.m. The last day to register to 
vote in the annual town election will be on Friday, 
March 22 at 5 p.m.

Fridays with friends
Fridays with Friends will be held on Friday, Feb. 23 

from 3:30-4:30 p.m. at the Woods Memorial Library, 
19 Pleasant St., Barre in the multipurpose room for 
school age children. Different activities are held 
each week ranging from arts and crafts to Science 
Technology Engineering Arts and Mathematics based 
challenges all meant to bring the community closer 
together. The program is held Fridays during January, 
February and March and is recommended for ages five 
plus.

BARRE — Elder Services of Worcester Area 
Nutrition Program welcomes guests to dine at 
the Barre Senior Center, 557 South Barre Road. 
The following meals will be served for the week 
of Feb. 26. Lunches are back at the senior cen-
ter, but require a pre-sign up. Volunteers are 
needed at the Barre dining site. Volunteers are 
needed for Meals on Wheels (mileage reim-
bursement) and in the kitchen. People should 
contact 978-355-5027.    

MONDAY – Shepherds pie, carrots, peas, 
mixed fruit, marble rye bread

TUESDAY –  Greek chicken, steamed 
white rice, roasted Brussels sprouts, chocolate 
mousse, pumpernickel bread

WEDNESDAY – Burger with chili and 
cheese, herbed potatoes, green beans, brownie, 
diet = cookies, sandwich roll

THURSDAY – Ham salad, potato salad, 
tomato and cuke salad, fresh fruit, hot dog roll

FRIDAY – Lemon pepper fish, rice pilaf, 
roasted Brussels sprouts, tropical fruit, whole 
wheat bread

*Higher sodium entree Meal includes milk 
and margarine. Menus are subject to change. 
All meals are served at about 11:45 a.m. each 
weekday. Reservations should be made the day 
before by calling 978-355-5027 before 10:30 
a.m. The donation of $3.00 per meal helps keep 
the program running.  

Hubbardston
Ellenor Downer

edowner@turley.com
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Petersham Montessori students gather around “Officer Pete” during Police Chief 
Peter Buck’s visit to the school on Feb. 6.

‘Officer Pete’ visits Petersham 
Montessori School

435 Lower Rd., Gilbertville, MA 01031

774-289-3016
Business Hours:

Monday - Friday 8am-4pm • Sunday Closed
Saturday By Appointment Only

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 
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“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

PETERSHAM –  On 
Tuesday, Feb 6, Petersham 
M o n t e s s o r i  s t u d e n t s 
had a face-to-face with 
Petersham’s Police Chief 
Peter Buck, also known as 
“Officer Pete.” 

This was the Chief ’s 
annual visit to the school 
to meet and talk to the stu-
dents. They discussed safe-
ty as well as his collection 
of flashlights. Officer Pete 
showed the children that the 
different colored flashlights 
had different purposes: green 

for friends, family and police 
officers and red for strang-
ers. There was a special light 
to look for people lost in the 
woods that featured an addi-
tional beam for signaling his 
location to helicopters. 

The staff enjoyed the rap-
port the officer had with the 
students, especially when 
they all practiced mimicking 
the sounds of a police siren. 
Officer Pete also called the 
non-emergency dispatch line 
so the responder there could 
say hello to the kids. Before 

he left, he passed out police 
badge stickers and color 
sheets. 

Overall, the intent of the 
visit was to educate the stu-
dents on safety and show 
them that police officers are 
members of their community 
who can help them. Officer 
Pete even told students that 
he lived next door to the 
school as a child and played 
on the playground. Head of 
School Cheryl Calcari said, 
“The kids were very recep-
tive and enjoyed his visit.”

Nature Club to
meet Feb. 25

PETERSHAM – Ware River Nature Club 
Annual Meeting  will be held Sunday, Feb. 25 
from noon-5 p.m. at Harvard Forest, Route 32. 

A catered meal will be served and the meet-
ing will feature two guest speakers who will talk 
about different aspects of animal migration, Dr. 
Cory Elowe and Dr. Alex Haro. Attendees will 
have an opportunity to bid on a selection of silent 
acution items.

Participants need not be members to attend the 
meeting or take part in the auction. Meeting res-
ervations may be made by visitng the Club’s web-
site at www.warerivernatureclub.org. For more 
information, people may call 413-967-4737 or 
email warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com.

NORTH BROOKFIELD – 
The Haston Free Public Library 
will be offering a free theater 
workshop titled Theater Games 
for Tweens on Saturday, Feb. 24 
at 10 a.m. 

The program, presented by 
Little Spark Theater, is aimed 
at children ages 8-12. Learn the 
basics of improv and get some 
energy out while doing it. 

Ali Coes from Little Spark 
Theater will help kids explore 

the basics of improvisation 
and acting through high ener-
gy games. This class promotes 
creativity, quick thinking, 
problem solving, and confi-
dence.

Coes founded Little Spark 
Theater to ensure that all chil-
dren have access to theater edu-
cation. She is a certified the-
ater teacher, English teacher, 
and theatrical director, with 13 
years of experience in traditional 

classroom settings. 
In addition to tween pro-

grams, she also offers creative 
drama classes for children as 
young as 2 years old.

To register for this event, 
please call the library at 508-
867-0208 or  email  Youth 
Services Librarian Brianna 
Lamb at blamb@cwmars.org

. Registration is highly rec-
ommended, as space is limited.

Haston Library to hold children’s
theater workshop Feb. 24

Nomination papers available for May 4 election
HARDWICK – Nomination 

papers for the May 4 annual 
town election are now available. 

The last day to obtain and 
submit nomination papers to the 
Board of Registrars for certifi-
cation is Friday, March 15 by 5 
p.m.; the last day to file nom-
ination papers with the Town 
Clerk is Friday, March 29 by 5 
p.m.; the last day to object or 
withdraw nomination papers 
is Tuesday, April 2, by 5 p.m.; 
the last day to register voters 
for the annual town election is 
Wednesday, April 24 by 5 p.m.; 
and the last day to apply to vote 
by mail is Monday, April 29 by 
5 p.m.

Voter registration
Voter registration is avail-

able at the Myron E. Richardson 

Building, 307 Main St. on 
Wednesday, April 24 from 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. This is the last day 
and hour to register voters who 
wish to vote at the annual town 
election.  Mail-in voter registra-
tions will be accepted if post-
marked no later than the April 
24 deadline. 

Financial statements 
Financial statements must 

be filed by all candidates for 
election by the following dates 
even if the candidate has no 
financial activity to report: 
pre-election report, eight days 
prior to election, Friday, April 
26; and post-election report, 30 
days after election, Monday, 
June 3.

Offices for election 
Offices up for election and 

those currently holding office 
are as follows: Selectman, 
H. Robert Ruggles, three-
year term; Assessor, Kathryn 
W. Hosley, three-year term; 
Board of Health, Judith Berg 
Kohn, three-year term; Paige 
Agricultural Fund Trustee, 
Halley T. Stillman, five-year 
term; Paige Memorial Library 
Trustee ( three posit ions) , 
Christopher M. Buelow, three-
year term, Jennifer E. Garvey, 
three-year term, unexpired term, 
one-year term; K-12 Quabbin 
Regional School Committee 
Member, Kristyl B. Kelly, 
three-year term; Planning 
Board(two positions), Erik L. 
Fleming, three-year term; and 
William R. Cole, three-year 
term.

Editorial deadline reminder
Deadline for e-mailed press releases is noon on 

Monday. Deadline for hard copy is noon on Friday. 

Questions? 
Comments? 
Story Ideas?

Let us know how we’re doing.
Your opinion is something 
we always want to hear. 

Contact edowner@turley.com
Barre Gazette, 24 Water St., Palmer • 413-283-8393

WE’RE ALL EARSWE’RE ALL EARSWE’RE ALL EARS



February 22, 2024 • Barre Gazette • Page 3

News of the Towns

Oakham
Ellenor Downer

edowner@turley.com

Early voting listed
Interim Town Clerk Edna Holloway announces 

early voting will be held on Saturday, Feb. 24 from 
noon-5 p.m. and on Tuesday, Feb. 27 from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. Feb. 24 is also the last day to register to vote for 
the Tuesday, March 5 presidential primary election. 
Feb. 27 is the last day to apply for mail in voting. 
Early voting will be held at the Town Hall.

Dog licenses due March 31
Dog licenses are due by Sunday, March 31. All 

dogs six months of age or older must be licensed each 
year. In order to license a dog the following items 
must be presented to the Town Clerk, a copy of a valid 
rabies certificate, a spayed/neutered certificate if appli-
cable for first time licensing the dog and a check made 
out to the Town of Oakham for the correct amount. 
No cash will be accepted The license fee is $11 for a 
male or female and $7 for a neutered or spayed dog. 
People may mail the information and check to Town 
Clerk, 2 Coldbrook Road, Unit 4, Oakham, MA 01068 
and include a stamped self-addressed stamped enve-
lope. The information also may be dropped off at the 
Oakham Town Hal blue box located to the left of the 
Town Hall’s side entrance. Town Clerk office hours 
are Monday from 6:15-7:30 p.m. and Fridays 10 a.m.-
noon.

Open house
An open house and a ribbon cutting ceremony 

will be held for the Reverend Richard and Gail Pryce 
House, 158 New Braintree Road, on Friday, March 1 
from 1:30-4 p.m. 

Refreshments will be provided. RSVP is appreci-
ated by not necessary by emailing davemcmahon@
dismasfamily.org.

Senior center activities
Ongoing activities include Zumba Gold Monday 

from 10:30-11:15 a.m., Wii Bowling Tuesdays: from 
10-11 a.m., cards and cribbage on Tuesdays begin-
ning at 1 p.m., coffee Wednesdays and social hour 
from 9-11:45 a.m. and BBC Thursdays at 12:30 
p.m. which includes crafts and BBC miniseries. 
FUNctional Fitness Fridays is held at 10:30 a.m. in 
the New Braintree Town Hall, Memorial Drive, New 
Braintree.

Public Meetings 
BARRE. 

Cemetery Commission – Feb. 22 at 11 a.m.
Finance Committee – Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m.
Conservation Committee – Feb. 27 at 7 p.m
250th Anniversary Committee – Feb. 28 
  at 6:30 p.m.
Primary Election Day – March 5 from 7
 a.m.-8 p.m.
Felton Field Commission – March 5 at 6:30 p.m.
Council on Aging –March 6 at 12:30 p.m.
Insurance Advisory Committee – March 7 
  at 1:30 p.m.
Board of Health – March 11 at 5 p.m.
Water Commission – March 11 at 6:30 p.m.
DPW Commission – March 11 at 7 p.m.
Library Trustees – March 13 at 6:30 p.m.
Barre Housing Authority – March 14 at 3 p.m.
Sewer Commission – March 21 at 7 p.m.
Town Election Day – April 1 from 7 a.m.-8 p.m.
Cable Advisory Committee – April 9 at 7 p.m.

HARDWICK
Board of Selectmen – Feb. 22 at 6 p.m.,   Feb. 26 
  at 5:30 p.m., March 11 and March 25 at 6:30 p.m.
Board of Registrars – Feb. 24 at 9 a.m.
Planning Board – Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m.
Recycling Committee – March 5 at 6:30 p.m.
Personnel Committee – March 6 at 4 p.m.
Board of Health – March 7 at 6:30 p.m.
Paige Library Trustees – March 7 at 7 p.m.
Hardwick New Braintree Cultural Council – 
  March 11, May 13, June 10,  July 8 and August
  12 at 6:30 p.m.
Council on Aging – March 13 at 9 a.m.
Gilbertville Public Library – March 18 at 3 p.m.
Capital Planning Committee – March 18 at 3 p.m.

HUBBARDSTON
Public Safety Building Committee – Feb. 22 
  at 6 p.m.
Conservation Commission Public Hearing –March
   5 at 7 p.m.
Community Preservation Committee – March 5 
  at 7 p.m.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
Town Administrator Search Committee –Feb. 22 
  at 6  p.m.
Library Strategic Planning Committee – Feb. 22 
  at 6 p.m.
Public Hearing CDBG FY24 Applications – 
  Feb. 22 at 6 p.m.
Board of Selectmen – Feb. 27, March 12 and 
  March 26 at 6 p.m.
Downtown Development Committee – March 4 
  at 6:30 p.m.
Presidential Primary – March 5 from 7 a.m.-8 p.m.
Planning Board – March 20 at 6 p.m.

OAKHAM. 
Select Board – Feb. 26. March 4, 11, 18 and 25
  at 6 p.m.
Planning Board  Public Hearing – Feb. 27 at 
  7:15 p.m.
Board of Health – Feb. 29 at 5:30 p.m.
Presidential Primary – March 5 from 7 a.m.-8 p.m.
Senator Durant and Rep. Berthiaume Office
 Hours – March 27 from 1-2 p.m.

PETERSHAM
Select Board – Feb. 22 at 5:30 p.m.
Advisory Finance Committee – Feb. 22 at 6 p.m.
Planning Board – Feb. 22 at 7 p.m.
Core Planning Team – Feb. 26, March 4, 
March 11, March 18 and March 25 at 1:30 p.m.
Conservation Commission – Feb. 26 at 7 p.m.
Broadband Municipal Light Plant Board – Feb. 28
   at 7 p.m.
Open Space and Recreation Committee – March 2
   at 2:30 p.m. and March 5 at 6 p.m.
Board of Assessors – March 5  and March 12 
  at 5:30 p.m.
Conservation Commission – March 5 at  7:30 p.m.
Council on Aging – March 11 at 10 a.m.
Cemetery Commission – March 12 at 10 a.m.
Petersham Historic District – March 21 at 6 p.m.

RUTLAND
Finance Committee – Feb. 22 at 6:15 p.m.
Planning Board Public Hearing – Feb. 27 at 
  6:30 p.m.

Places to go... Things to do...Places to go... Things to do...

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907
Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Function 
Space 

 Available

February Special
Purchase a New Membership 

& Receive Up to $225.00 in Gift Cards
See Website for More Information

St. Patrick’s Day Party
Sunday, March 17

Live Music Starting at 3 p.m.
Tequila Mockingbird

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, 

Friday & Saturday
Online Ordering Available

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Sip & Paint
Tuesday, February 27, 

Tuesday, March 12, 
Tuesday, March 26, 

Tuesday, April 9, 
Tuesday, April 23

Starting at 6:30 p.m.

Visit Our Website 
For More Details

Member SIPC

David J Mason, CFP®, ChFC®

Financial Advisor
164 Market Dr, North Quabbin Commons
Athol, MA 01331
978-780-0002

Retired? Let us help 
with your income needs.

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894O-A AECSPAD

Kitchen / Bath
Design / Sales / Installation

774-366-5517
mitawoodworking@aol.com

Call to schedule
an appointment

In home or showroom

We Sell
Cabinets

Kitchen / Bath
Design / Sales / Installation

774-366-5517
mitawoodworking@aol.com

Call to schedule
an appointment

In home or showroom

We Sell
Cabinets

287 Main Street
Gardner

978-632-0241

WE SERVICE ALL
MAJOR BRAND

APPLIANCES
NAME BRAND

APPLIANCES & TV’S AT 
WAREHOUSE PRICES

Paige Memorial Library 
lists programs

 
HARDWICK – Paige Writers meet on Tuesdays at 

3 p.m. at the Paige Memorial Library, 87 Petersham 
Road, for an adventure in creativity, an enjoyable 
social experience dedicated to stress-free writing and 
sharing of ideas and memories.  

This writing group builds confidence in the writer’s 
abilities. People may call 413-477-6704 or email direc-
tor.paigelibrary@gmail.com for reservations. 

For those who love food are invited to come 
on Tuesday, Feb. 20 at 3 p.m. to help develop the 
Cooking/Cookbook Club at Paige Library. The first 
meeting is to organize. There will be homemade barley 
beef soup to be enjoyed at the first meeting. People 
may call 413-477-6704, email director.paigelibrary@
gmail.com or stop in to sign up. 

Needlefelt Workshop to create cute Easter chicks 
and bunnies with Brianna Lamb will be held on 
Saturday, March 16 noon at Paige Memorial Library. 
Cost is $5 per participant for materials and the felting 
tools that they get to keep. They should call 413-477-
6704 to register, which is required due to limited space 
and materials.  

Camp Read-a-Lot kicks off
with fun and games

NORTH BROOKFIELD – 
The Elementary School hosted 
its annual Camp Read-a-Lot, a 
kick-off to February break; and 
lots of fun for students, teachers 
and staff. 

The school opened various 
classrooms for a day of litera-
ture-themed fun to enhance team 
building and English Language 
Arts skills for all students at the 
elementary school.

The day began with a pancake 
breakfast hosted by the North 
Brookfield PTO, and then stu-
dents walked through the halls to 
various stations. 

Turley Photos by Emily-Rose Pappas

The North Brookfield Fire Department teaches about fire safety to some fifth graders.

Students enjoy Book Bingo with the reading specialist, 
Clementine McNamara.

Third graders designed a special book cover 
for a story they listened to.

Sixth grade students enjoyed hula-hooping in 
the gym.

LEOMINSTER – Fidelity 
Bank announced the appointment 
of Mina Chebbani to Business 
Services Relationship Manager. 

In this role, she will work 
with business clients, providing 
personalized service and a vari-
ety of Business Services and Cash 
Management solutions, to help 
them grow, optimize their cash 
flow, and reduce fraud. She will be 
focused on the greater Worcester 
market working with clients at 
the bank’s Front Street Worcester 
location, as well as the Barre, 
Millbury, Paxton and Princeton 
banking centers.

Chebbani came to Fidelity 
Bank in March 2022 as Business 
D e v e l o p m e n t  O f f i c e r  i n 
Community Banking focused on 
the Eastern, North Central and 

Central Massachusetts.
“Mina’s ability to connect with 

clients and prospects, along with 
her vast network in the Worcester 
area will prove to be a model for 
success in her new role,” said 
Lesly Murray, senior vice presi-
dent, director, Business Banking 
Services.

A  long t ime  r e s iden t  o f 
Worcester, Chebbani attend-
ed Worcester State University 
and Quinsigamond Community 
Col lege where  she s tudied 
Business Administration. She has 
completed numerous certification 
courses focused on small business 
credit training, cash management, 
ACH, wire and home equity loans.  

An active community lead-
er, she created the Route 9 
Referral Group, is a member of 

the Worcester Regional Chamber 
of Commerce and the Women’s 
Information Network and serves 
on the Sponsorship Committee 
for the Worcester Women’s 
Leadership Conference. She 
serves on the board of direc-
tors for the aWorcester Action 
Community Council and the 
Blackstone Valley Chamber of 
Commerce.

Founded in 1888, Fidelity Bank 
is one of the strongest indepen-
dent community banks in Central 
and Eastern Massachusetts. The 
bank offers a range of personal 
and business banking solutions to 
clients in 13 full-service banking 
centers in Leominster, Worcester, 
Fitchburg, Needham, Gardner, 
Shirley, Barre, Millbury, Paxton, 
Princeton and Winchendon. 

Fidelity Bank appoints Mina Chebbani
Business Services Relationship Manager 

Kindergarteners worked together to bal-
ance eggs on spoons.

Cradle Rock OES to 
hold pancake breakfast

BARRE – The Cradle Rock Chapter Order of 
Eastern Star will hold a designer pancake breakfast on 

Saturday, March 2 from 7:30-10:30 a.m. at the 
Masonic Hall, 71 Pleasant St.

Cost is $9 per adult and $5 for children 10 and 
under. Complete breakfast includes: design your own 
pancakes, waffles, sausage gravy and biscuits, bacon, 
sausage, juice and coffee and 100% real maple syrup.. 
This is an all you can eat breakfast. All are welcome 

Our advertisers 
make this 

publication
possible.

Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Barre Gazette
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5 years (Feb. 28, 2019)

Six commercial solar projects 
received Oakham Planning Board 
and Conservation Commission 
approval and another was still in 
the permitting process. The first 
project on Barre Road started ear-
lier this year. Other solar projects 
include Edson Road, Hunt Road, 
Old Turnpike Road, Rutland Road 
and South Road. The seventh proj-
ect, the largest, was for Coldbrook 
Road. Selectmen met with Denis 
delaGorgendiere, electrical inspec-
tor, to discuss fees for solar proj-
ects. 

House Minority Leader Bradley 
H. Jones, Jr. (R-North Reading) has 
re-appointed state Representative 
Dona ld  R .  Be r th i aume ,  J r. 
(R-Spencer) as a member of the 
powerful House Ways and Means 
Committee for the 2019-2020 
legislative season. The Ways and 
Means Committee is charged with 
reviewing all legislative propos-
als that impact the finances of the 
Commonwealth. One of the com-
mittee’s primary responsibilities 
is producing an annual operating 
budget to provide local aid for cit-
ies and towns, support critical pro-
grams and services for the state’s 
residents and locate funding for 
government departments and agen-
cies. Berthiaume has been a mem-
ber of the committee since 2017.

Margaret Marshall of the Barre 
Historical Society received an email 
rom Mark Gildard, whose grandfa-
ther Peter Rosselli’s letter was pub-
lished in the book, “In South Barre 
We’re All Americans.” Gildard 
wanted to give a copy of the book 
to his mother for Christmas. Army 
PVT. Peter Rosselli participated 
in the Battle of Biak in May 1944. 
This battle was part of General 
MacArthur’s plan in the Southwest 
Pacific of “leapfrogging” from one 
strategic island to the next in the 
WW II campaign to liberate the 
Philippines.

10 years (Feb. 20, 2014)

Despite a Tuesday snowstorm, 
Oakham Selectmen still held their 
meeting. Republican candidate for 
state Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and 
Matthew Broderick. James Eerhard 
of Sturbridge is also runnning as 
a Republican for the Senate seat. 
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the 
Selectmen in all 28 towns in the 
Senate district.

Frigid weather may have peo-
ple wondering if global warm-
ing is real. Dr. Raymond Bradley, 
Dist inct ive Professor  of  the 
Department of Geosciences at 
UMass Amherst and Director of the 
Climate Systems Research Center, 
recently presented on this topic 
at the Woods Memorial Library, 
describing how rising global tem-
peratures affect weather patterns. 
Unlike many speakers on this topic, 
Dr. Bradley, described himself as 
a “technological optimist” in the 
era of climate change. The scien-
tific data gathered by Dr. Bradley 
and his colleagues show indisput-
ably what many lay people notice 
– extreme weather patterns.

On Tuesday, Feb. 25 at 7 p.m. 

Bruce DeGraff, Shrewsbury wildlife 
photographer and author, will show 
is images of birds, butterflies, drag-
onflies and other wildlife at True 
North Holistic Center, 82 Healdville 
Road. In December 2009, Bruce 
self-published a book entitled 
“Avian Awakening: Discovering 
the Birds of New England,” which 
features photographs and anecdotes 
about his experiences covering vari-
ous birding destinations within New 
England.

25 years (Feb. 25, 1999)
The Quabbin Cagers celebrated 

the 60th anniversary of the presti-
gious Clark University Basketball 
Tournament by defeating rival 
Oakmont in the finals, 81-49, in 
front of an estimated 2,000 rau-
cous spectators to claim their first 
title in the history of the school. 
Quabbin has qualified for the Clark 
Tournament for the past five straight 
years and the previous time the 
school made its only appearance 
was back in 1982 with Associate 
Head Coach Rich Zalneraitis wear-
ing sneakers and uniforms.

T h e  B a r r e  C o m m o n s 
Rehabilitation Committee will 
hold the second in its series o pub-
lic meetings on Monday, March 8 
at 7 p.m. in the Barre Town Hall. 
Preliminary architectural draw-
ings or the restoration o the com-
mon lands to the nine segmented 
common areas will be available for 
viewing. The plans were formulated 
from the input o the committee, pro-
fessional survey data and engineers 
from Guertin and Associates. The 
detailed plans will be reviewed at 
the March 8 meeting. 

H u b b a r d s t o n  H i g h w a y 
Superintendent Lyn Gauthier gave 
Selectmen a progress report on the 
winter’s activities and the depart-
ment’s financial status at the board’s 
most recent meeting. He said the 
winter materials account is already 
$12,916 in the red and he needs to 
buy another load of salt. The winter 
has been a mild one with a mini-
mal amount of snow so far, but the 

icy conditions have caused the salt 
and san to be used at a rapid rate. 
Gauthier said he has about 2,000 
cubic years of mixed salt and sand 
ready, but it takes 120 years for 
each sanding of all the town’s roads. 

38 years (Feb. 27, 1986)

Harold Dorsey of School Street 
was appointed Fire Chief by the 
Barre Selectmen at their meeting on 
Feb. 13. Dorsey has been a member 
of the Barre Fire Department for 
over twenty years. He is currently 
the Deputy Chief of the department, 
a position he has held for sever-
al years. Dorsey’s appointment to 
Chief will be effective March 21, 
1986.

Legionnaires Samuel Patch, 
Michael Kowal, Robert Flint, Ralph 
Wiley and Stewart Reed met with 
the Barre Selectmen at a session 
held prior to the Special Town 
Meeting on Feb. 10. The selectmen 
were in  session only to sign the 
warrant and to deal with any emer-
gency business. The Legionnaires 
brought up what they felt was an 
urgent matter, regarding the Bacon 
Block, formerly the Britton Block 
in Barre Center. Kowal said the 
State Building Inspector had 
inspected the building especially 
the portion which is detached from 
the rest of the building on Feb. 4. 
Kowal added the building inspec-
tor expressed great concern over 
the condition of the building and 
stated something should be done 
about tearing down that portion 
of the building down immediat-
ley.. Selectmen voted to instruct 
the Building Inspector to proceed 
with with the recommendations 
as outlined by the State Building 
Inspector.

The Barre Board of Health 
announced on Tuesday, Feb. 25 
that it has just been informed an 
Incentive Aid Grant proposal, sub-
mitted to the Governor’s Executive 

Opinion

In Past Pages

File photo

Noel Plouffe of the Medicinal String Band, dis-
plays his concertina, which he has owned for 10 
years. This type of instrument was invented by a 
Mr. Wheatsone in 1810.

LOOK BACK
Instruments of Old - 1997

Should I claim Social 
Security at 68 or wait 
until I’m 70?

Dear Rusty 
I have a question regarding my SS benefits. I 

turned 68 this month and work part time. 
I earned $28,000 last year, but will probably gross 

$36,000 to $38,000 this year. My husband collects his 
SS and he earned $25,000 last year. I was told by a 
financial planner that I should apply for my benefits 
now, instead of waiting until I’m 70. I would collect 
$1,700 per month at 68 and $1,944 per month if I 
wait. Which is the smarter move? 

Signed: Seeking Answers

Dear Seeking: I’m sure your financial advisor 
would agree that your decision on when to claim 
your Social Security comes down to just a few basic 
things: 1) how badly you need the money, 2) your life 
expectancy and 3) whether you will receive a spousal 
boost from your husband when you claim. 

Because you have already passed your Full 
Retirement Age of 66 years and 4 months, your work 
earnings won’t negatively affect your monthly SS 
benefit amount. If you claim now, however, your 
work earnings will affect how much of your SS ben-
efits will be subject to income tax. Assuming you file 
your income tax as “married/filing jointly,” up to 85% 
of the Social Security benefits you receive during the 
tax year will become part of your income taxable by 
the IRS. If you do not urgently need the extra money 
that your SS will provide, then waiting longer to 
claim will also postpone paying income tax on your 
received benefits and that may be a consideration. 

Your life expectancy is key in making your deci-
sion on when to claim. You already know that your 
benefit will be $244 per month more if you wait 
until you are 70 to claim. If you claim at 68 (e.g., 
this month), you will collect about $40,800 by the 
time you reach 70. If you, instead, wait until age 70 
to get that extra $244 per month benefit, it will take 
you about 14 years collecting at the higher rate to 
offset the $40,800 you would have received had you 
claimed now (in other words, you would break even 
money wise at about age 84). If your life expectan-
cy is longer, then waiting to claim may be the better 
choice. Of course, no one knows how long they will 
live but, for general guidance, average life expectancy 
for a woman your current age is about 87. Family his-
tory and your current health are obviously influenc-
ing factors as well. If you wish to get a more personal 
estimate of your life expectancy, I suggest using this 
tool: 

www.socialsecurityreport.org/tools/life-expectan-
cy-calculator/. 

In the end, if you believe you will attain at least 
average life expectancy and you don’t urgently need 
the money now, waiting longer will not only give you 
a higher monthly benefit in your later years, but also 
the most in cumulative lifetime benefits. If, however, 
you have reason to suspect you won’t achieve at least 
average life expectancy or you need the SS money 
sooner, claiming before age 70 is likely the better 
move.

One other thing to consider: If your benefit as 
your husband’s spouse will be more than your own 
earned maximum SS retirement benefit, then you 
should claim your SS benefit now. Your maximum 
benefit as a spouse would be 50% of your husband’s 
full retirement age entitlement and, if that is more 
than your own benefit will be at age 70, then claiming 
now to get your maximum spousal benefit would be 
your best choice. To get a spousal benefit from your 
husband, your personal FRA entitlement (not your 
age 68 amount) would need to be less than half of 
his FRA entitlement. If that isn’t the case, then you 
should make your decision based only on your own 
Social Security entitlement, as described above. 

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration or any other gov-
ernmental entity. This article is intended for infor-
mation purposes and does not represent legal or 
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More questions for the 
Garden Lady

Eleanor wrote in with this question for the Garden 
Lady regarding amaryllis bulbs: “I have three bulbs 
from last year that have been hibernating and now 
they are in the sun and have produced long green 
leaves but no buds. I read it somewhere that if you 
let them dry out, no more water, but keep them in 
the sun they will send out buds, but I cannot find 
where I read that.  I hope it is true...so I can still get 
flowers this year before I have to repeat the whole 
process (by putting them back in dormant condition 
in August for a few weeks). I do have one more bulb 
from last year that did give me a flower...but these 
other three ones are not showing me any prospects.  
Can you help?”

Without seeing your bulbs and the foliage, my 
best guess would be that they will likely not flower 
this year. What leads me to that conclusion is that one 
other bulb you have already flowered.  

If they were on the same timeline, then probably 
the other bulbs did not have enough strength to send 
up a flower stalk. I would not let them dry out, but 
continue to water and fertilize monthly so that the 
foliage will grow strong, and be able to make enough 
energy for blooms next year, after a period of dorman-
cy in the fall.

I know this is upsetting after all of your hard work. 
Re-bloom is often an experiment.  

Sadly, sometimes it happens and sometimes it 
doesn’t. It may not be anything you did wrong – it 
could be that the one bulb that did flower was a bigger 
bulb to begin with or was from healthier stock initial-
ly.

Meredith, who gardens in Wilbraham, posed this 
question to the Garden Lady:  “As I look at all of the 
seed packets strewn before me, what your best advice 
would be for starting seeds indoors?”

Ah-hah!  I have been itching to talk about this, so 
your timing is perfect.  

Although we are excited to get the season started, 
the biggest mistake people make is starting seeds too 
early.  Always research the varieties you want to grow 
in a good seed catalog.  

Johnny’s Selected Seed and Fedco come to mind as 
having great advice on how many weeks prior to the 
last frost seeds should be sown.  For example, toma-
to seeds should be planted indoors the last week of 
March or first week of April. 

Although that seems late (we want to do it now), 
we don’t want root bound transplants come May.

While average household temps will still result in 
seeds sprouting, bottom heat by use of heat mats will 
aid in germination because it will keep the seed bed a 
constant temperature. 

Plants usually suffer without enough light – placing 
seedlings in the window usually results in seedlings 
that stretch to the sun.  A simple shop light with flu-
orescent bulbs set a couple of inches above growing 
plants works out great.  
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It sure has been a cold and windy week. 
I had several snow showers, but it not enough to 

have the driveway plowed. I did have a little sanding 
done where people had to get out of their vehicles.  

I have been looking in catalogs for some begonia 
bulbs as they usually have to be started inside way 
ahead of the outside planting season. I am not sure if 
the ones I had last year are healthy enough. I like to 
get the hanging pot kind as I can’t dig in the gardens 
anymore. Sometimes I put them in pots on the deck.

I have one orchid in bloom in a bright pink color. 
I transplanted some coleus that I sprouted into pots.  
That is the extent of the gardening this week. Of 
course, all the plants have to be watered just about 
every three days.

I decided to change some of my china dishes to 
new locations and inventoried them. That meant bring-
ing all my quilts upstairs to a spare bedroom closet. 
I have done the project a little each day.  I especially 
love hand painted china and have a number of pieces 
with roses. The flea market was the source of most of 
them. I will be happy when the flea market opens up 
this spring.

My friend Nancy from New Hampshire sent me 
this recipe for shrimp cocktail sauce. I usually buy it 
in a jar, but I will make this recipe the next time I have 
shrimp.

SHRIMP COCKTAIL SAUCE
1 cup ketchup
1 teaspoon fresh lemon juice

1 teaspoon prepared horseradish
Dash of Worcestershire sauce
I usually buy the medium sized cooked shrimp and 

will use them chilled with this sauce.
This and That

I haven’t done much of excitement this week. I 
worked on inventorying and crocheting and changing 
things around. I put away the Valentine things and put 
a different display on the fireplace mantel and hearth.  

Another area I usually change is the sofa table at 
the landing of the stairs. I haven’t decided what to do 
with that yet.

I did take out our wedding cake top to compare it to 
one I found on eBay. Our wedding was in 1957. It is 
still in fairly good condition except for the candy base. 
There is netting over the bridal couple figurine. I also 
have my parents from a 1931 wedding. It is a Cupie 
bridal couple with crepe paper gown and tuxedo with 
a top hat. 

I don’t have my wedding dress as I borrowed one 
from my cousin and she got rid of it. I have a photo 
book of pictures of the wedding to cherish at least.  

I ordered more blank water color cards so I need 
to get busy on them. I think I will do a series of wild 
flowers.  

I was sorry to learn of the passing of Ken’s niece, 
Barbara McCauley of Athol. She worked for many 
years at the E.P. Wine Gas Company of Barre as an 
office worker.  

Have a good week and think spring.

Serenity Hill Sampler
by Jane McCauley

OAKHAM, 
continued from page1

Dale’s Corner

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Golf scores
  5. Shock therapy
  8. Ballplayer’s tool
 11. Quench one’s 

thirst
 13. Female relatives 

of American war 
vets (abbr.)

 14. Every one of two 
or more things

 15. Member of 
Muslim people

 16. Play
 17. Type of cheese
 18. Type of lounge 

chair
 20. __ King Cole, 

musician
 21. Fellows
 22. North, Central 

and South
 25. In an early way
 30. Foes
 31. Georgia rockers
 32. Cryptocurrency
 33. Narrow path 

along a slope 
 38. Disallow
 41. Joyousness
 43. Inaccessible
 45. Evoke emotions
 47. Ancient kingdom 

near Dead Sea
 49. Boston Celtic 

punk rockers 
(abbr.)

 50. Sword
 55. Actor Idris
 56. Affirmative (slang)
 57. Afflicted
 59. One point north of 

northeast
 60. Born  of
 61. Arabic name
 62. Traumatic brain 

injury (abbr.)
 63. Extremity
 64. Post

CLUES DOWN
  1. Pacific Standard 

Time
  2. Protruding ridge on 

nematodes
  3. Indian king
  4. Type of milk
  5. One who brings 

home the bacon
  6. More 

comprehensible
  7. Connected with 

sense of touch
  8. Red mineral
  9. Breezed through
 10. Therefore
 12. Supplement with 

difficulty
 14. Early kingdom of 

Syria
 19. Satisfy
 23. They confuse 

doctors (abbr.)
 24. Brass instrument
 25. Domesticated 

animal
 26. Ribonucleic acid
 27. Snakelike fish
 28. Woman (French)
 29. Economically-

minded aircraft

 34. When you hope to 
get somewhere

 35. Tease
 36. Actress Gretchen
 37. Midway between 

northeast and east
 39. Inoffensive
 40. Yellowish cotton 

cloth
 41. Consume
 42. Does not tell the 

truth
 44. Improved 

something
 45. Spiritual leader 
 46. Abba __, Israeli 

politician
 47. Fix
 48. Evergreen tree 

genus
 51. Swiss river
 52. Prejudice
 53. Major C. European 

river
 54. Long, narrow 

strap
 58. Male parent

one, state law profits the holding of 
candidate promotion in municipal 
buildings. The Select Board will 
ask town counsel, KP Law about 
drafting a building use policy.

Other business
Select Board Langlois said he 

noticed one of the buttresses at the 
West Brick Schoolhouse on Old 
Turnpike Road was not perpendic-
ular. He asked, who had jurisdic-
tion of the building. It falls to the 
Select Board as the West Brook 
Schoolhouse Committee was inac-

tive following completion of work 
through a state grant for roof and 
other repairs.

The building is included in the 
town’s insurance policy along with 
all other town owned buildings. 
They will find out what valuation 
the policy has and it may need to 
be increased.
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FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $180.00

Seasoned cut & split $270.00

All hardwood.

Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 

outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-

umes guaranteed!! New England 

Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 

guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-

ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-

4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-

tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 

Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-

um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  

Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS

PIANO BENCH LEATHER AD-

JUSTABLE EBONY $90.00 Bo-

gen professional 3001 tripod $75.00

Real wicker 2 chairs 1 loveseat   

$125.00. Cuisinart insta-pot electric 

pressure cooker used once $75.00 

Husqvarna Viking Daisy sewing ma-

chine never used $85.00 (413)256-

1670

TAG SALE

DANA WOODS ANNUAL tag sale: 

Belchertown: George Hannum Rd off 

Rt 9 (turn at Stop & Shop) Children’s 

clothes, toys, furniture, housewares, 

tools and more! Saturday, June 

10th, 9:00am-3:00pm

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-

ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 

Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 

Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 

Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 

instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-

chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 

lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 

military, automotive, fire department, 

masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 

barware, books, oil cans, advertising 

tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 

Donald Roy (860)874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 

debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 

Swimming pools removed. Cheap-

er than dumpster fees and we do all 

the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 

(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-

8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 

Established 1976. New re-roofs and 

repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 

Licensed/ insured. Call (413) 967-

6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-

ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-

room instructor, 20+ years experience. 

Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-

timate.

CLEANING 

SERVICES

RELIABLE HOUSE CLEANING 

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE CLEANING 

AND ORGANIZING. EXCELLENT 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE CALL 

(413) 455-9633

ELECTRICIAN

DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 

FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 

cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 

Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 

Call (413)244-7096.

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVA-

TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 

508-882-0140

HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-

MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-

ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 

siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 

insured. Free estimates. (413)246-

2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 

BOBCAT SERVICE

 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?

Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal

Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand

Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal

Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 

shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-

eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-

fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-

5789 (413)538-7954.

BRUSH CLEARING, VEGE-

TATION CONTROL CLEARING 

OF FENCE LINES, OVERGROWN 

PROPERTIES, HIKING TRAILS CALL 

GARY (413)531-3538

ELECTRIFIED LANDSCAP-

ING AND TREE SERVICE CALL 

(413)799-5686

MASONRY

STOP WET 

BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 

WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-

way doors, basement windows, chim-

neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 

repaired, basement waterproofing 

systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-

ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 

(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Inte-

rior only $199.00 for average 12x16 

room. Very neat, references, prompt 

service call (508)867-2550

KEEP IT PAINTING– Klems ex-

cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 

Specializing in all aspects of quality 

painting and staining. 25 years ex-

perience. Free consultation. Steve 

(413)477-8217

TREE WORK

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-

thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 

stump grinding, storm damage and 

brush chipping. Honest and Depend-

able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-

nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 

today for free estimate (413)478-

4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 

of tree care. Call Dave 413-668-

6560 day/night.

STUMP 

GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-

ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-

fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-

478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING

 Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured

413-213-5470

PCA NEEDED, EASY WORK 

FLEXIBLE HOURS, PLEASANT 

ENVIRONMENT IN BRIMFIELD 

FOR MORE INFO CALL CONNIE 

(413)271-0573

TOWN OF PALMER:  ADMINIS-

TRATIVE ASSISTANT, ASSES-

SORS OFFICE Town of Palmer is 

seeking qualified candidates for a 

full-time, 32.5 hours Monday 8:30am 

– 7:30pm, Tuesday through Thursday 

8:30am o 4:30pm.

The position works under the direct 

supervision of the Principal Assessor. 

Please go to www.townofpalmer.

com for full job description.  Send 

resume and cover letter to kwenzel@

townofpalmer.com or to 4417 Main 

Street, Palmer, MA 01069. Salary com-

mensurate with experience between 

$22.26 - $25.77 per hour. 

This position requires a high school 

education; and one (1) to three (3) 

years of experience in a real estate or 

office setting; Experience in appraisal 

and assessment practices desired; 

or any equivalent combination of ed-

ucation and experience. Associates 

Degree preferred.  Experience with Vi-

sion, Munis and GIS is desirable.

 
The Town of Palmer is an EOE/AA em-

ployer.

DRIVERS

DRIVER WANTED

TO PROVIDE TRANSPORTA-

TION to individuals with develop-

mental disabilities to and from work, 

volunteering and other activities in the 

Belchertown area.Flexible hours Part 

time 10 -20 hours per week M-F Must 

have. A valid driver’s license, and clean 

driving record $17.00 to start Apply in 

person at 442 State St. Belcher-

town, MA or email ashelton@

communityoptionsma.org

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 

herein is subject to the Federal Fair 

Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 

advertise “any preference, limitation, 

or discrimination because of race, col-

or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-

tus, or national origin, or intention to 

make any such preference, limitation, 

or discrimination.” We will not knowing-

ly accept any advertising for real es-

tate which is in violation of the law. All 

persons are hereby informed that all 

dwellings advertised are available on 

an equal opportunity basis.

LOW INCOME SUBSIDIZED 2 

BEDROOM APT. OFF STREET 

PARKING, COIN OP LAUNDRY 

CLOSE TO CENTER OF TOWN 

(413)323-8707

SERVICES

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin

Village Hills
Circulation:

50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 

the Suburban Residential ZONE 

for $26.00 for 20 words plus 

50¢ for each additional word. 

Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 

ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 
Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00

$5.00 Quabbin

❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns

❏

Run my ad in the

following ZONE(s):

Includes

additional words

Suburban 

Residential
Circulation: 

59,000
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36

37 
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39 

40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON

  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800
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COUNTRY JOURNAL

CHICOPEE REGISTER
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THE SUN
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turleynews

www.barregazette.turley.com   •   413.283.8393
SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT WWW.TURLEY.COM

New Subscribers!New Subscribers!
Stay connected to all the people, 

places and events that make 
our community a great place 

to call home. From dining and 
entertainment to sports, shopping 
and neighborhood news, we cover 
every local angle to keep you in the 

know and on the go.

YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWS!

Call or go online today to subscribe:

413.283.8393
www.turley.com/subscriptions

___   YES, start my subscription to Barre Gazette today!
Delivery Address
Name: __________________________________________________________________
Delivery Address: _________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________  State: ________  Zip: ____________
Phone: ________________________  Email: ___________________________________

Billing/Mailing Address (if different from delivery address):
Name: __________________________________________________________________
Delivery Address: _________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________  State: ________  Zip: ____________
Phone: _________________________________________________________________
Credit Card: _____________________________________________________________
Exp. ________________________________  CVV: ______________________________

Choose your subscription type and term:

__ 1 year $33.00  __ 2 years $44.00

Out-of-State  __ 1 year $38.00  __ 2 years $59.00

__ Check Enclosed  __ Credit Card

Mail this completed form with 
payment or bill me later preference to: 

Barre Gazette
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Get Home Delivery for
Less Than 64¢ a Week!

Business Owners,
Reach households throughout BARRE, 

HARDWICK, HUBBARDSTON, NEW BRAINTREE, 
NORTH BROOKFIELD, OAKHAM PERTERSHAM & 

RUTLAND when you advertise with us!
Call TIM MARA 508.826.2675

today to get started.

BARRE GAZETTE

JOBS. REAL ESTATE. BUY. SELLOffice at Communities 
and Development, has 
been funded. Michael 
Huppert, Chairperson of 
the Board of Health and 
writer of the grant appli-
cation indicated a total of 
$3,000 will be coming to 
the town. The purpose of 
the grant project will look 
at the possibility of devel-
oping a regional health 
district possibly serving 
the towns of Oakham, 
New Braintree, Hardwick, 
Hubbardston, Petersham 
and Barre.

PAST PAGES, 
continued from page 4

financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions 
and interpretations of 
the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

SOCIAL
SECURITY, 
continued from page 4

By Dale Gonyea

There were only two mornings 
each year that I was allowed to eat 
chocolate for breakfast: Easter and 
Christmas. 

T h e  E a s t e r  b a s ke t  a n d 
Christmas stocking were the place 
to find my holiday treats for each 
of those days. There was always 
one treat in particular that stood 
out from the rest: chocolate. 

Just the name brings imag-
es, memories and even the deli-
cate aromas alive! But what is in 
a name? Where does chocolate 
come from and how do you make 
it? Why is it so irresistible and 
indulgent? What mysterious prop-
erties does it have?

The history of this delectable 
chocolate is very old – 4,000 years 
old. 

Etymologists trace the origin of 
the word “chocolate” to the Aztec 
word “xocoatl,” which referred to 
a bitter drink brewed from cacao 
beans. The Latin name for the 
cacao tree, Theobroma cacao, 
means “food of the gods.” 

I find that title absolutely 
appropriate! 

About 70% of the world’s 
cocoa beans come from four West 
African countries: Ivory Coast, 
Ghana, Nigeria and Cameroon. 
The Ivory Coast and Ghana are 
by far the two largest producers of 
cocoa, accounting for more than 
50% of the world´s cocoa. 

The process to grow, refine and 
make chocolate is lengthy so I 
shall summarize. 

Cacao beans are harvested from 
the trees in pods. The pods are 
disassembled, and the beans are 
roasted and cleaned leaving the 
cacao nib. 

Nibs are then ground and then 
separated from the cocoa butter. 
The heat generated by grinding 
causes the cocoa butter or fat to 
melt and form a fine paste or liq-
uid known as chocolate “liquor”. 

After conching, tempering and 
adding flavors to the liquor, you 
are left with chocolate which can 
be molded. Depending on the 
sugar added in relation to cocoa 
solids, you are left with distinctive 
different forms of chocolate.

For dark chocolate lovers, 
bars with 70% cacao or higher 
are ideal. Dark chocolate is a rich 
source of antioxidants and miner-
als, and it generally contains less 
sugar than milk chocolate. 

Some research suggests that 
dark chocolate may help lower 
the risk of heart disease, reduce 
inflammation and insulin resis-
tance, and improve brain function. 
Happy Day! 

This chocolate can also be 
called bittersweet. If we reduce the 
solids to around 60% we would 
call it semi-sweet. 

For me, milk chocolate is 
where it’s at! Milk chocolate con-
tains not less than 10%  by weight 
of chocolate liquor, not less than 
3.39% by weight of milk fat, not 
less than 12% by weight of total 
milk solids and the remaining 
percent by weight of sugar and/or 
spices. 

It is a creamy and luscious con-
fection, that excites and animates 
the senses and mind. Whichever 
your chocolate favorite, this 
creation melts invitingly on the 
tongue, longingly on the mind and 
deliciously from start to finish.  

The “other” chocolate we hav-
en’t discussed yet has a locally 
fascinating history. 

Is white chocolate real choc-
olate? This is a frequently asked 
question and a hot debate. 

The FDA said to be called 
white chocolate, the candy must 
have at least 20% cocoa butter, 
14% milk solids, and 3.5% milk 
fat – and no more than 55% sugar 
or other sweeteners. Vanilla is 
added for flavor, and a fatty sub-
stance called lecithin is in there as 
an emulsifier. 

White chocolate is first record-
ed to be used in Europe around 
1930 by the Nestle Corporation 
in Switzerland. A fascinating fact 
is that local candy maker, Hebert 
Candies in Shrewsbury, is credited 
with bringing this new chocolate 
to our country! 

I had the privilege of hav-
ing a conversation with Tamara 
Beland, Retail and Community 
Engagement for Hebert Candies. 
Tamara was so gracious and 
accommodating as we discussed 

Hebert’s history, products and sta-
tus. 

Hebert’s has been a New 
England staple since 1917, as one 
of the first roadside confectioners. 
The original chocolatier, Frederick 
Hebert, was the first to introduce 
white chocolate to this country 
after bringing the recipe back from 
Europe around 1955. 

Tamara confirmed that this rec-
ipe has been and still is in very 
strong demand with customers. 
Hebert’s has indeed survived 
the COVID threat so far. Tamara 
reports strong holiday sales and 
shoppers still frequent the man-
sion, despite COVID restrictions. 

We are indeed fortunate here 
in central Massachusetts to have 
Hebert’s as a chocolate staple. 
Many of us can recall visiting the 
mansions and watching the candy 
being made. 

I am reminded of the film 
“Chocolat”. Juliette Binoche plays 
the mysterious woman that comes 
to the French village and sets up a 
chocolate shop. 

Soon, the residents have pushed 
a sort of reset button with their 
lives, the dreamy and intoxicating 
chocolate creations have unlocked 
secret yearnings and desires. Does 
chocolate have this power? 

Chocolate is  perhaps the 
world’s best escape. The French 
believe that food is an experience, 
not just a necessity. 

When enjoyed, one should not 
be in a hurry. One should slow 
down and allow the experience of 
the food to take them wherever it 
wishes. 

When you experience your 
chocolate, does it take you away? 
What does it make you long for? 
As long as the delicate flavors and 
smells take over your senses, the 
escape and pleasure are a wonder. 

Chocolate is many things. It is 
mysterious, elegant, majestic and 
complex. 

When you bite the head off that 
Easter bunny, pop in a Lindt truffle 
or sit down with a Godiva sam-
pler, allow yourself the luxury and 
moment to savor and escape. You 
never know, you may have just 
shared a piece of food that gods 
enjoy.

Chocolate…Luscious indulgence or food for the gods?

Maple Days underway at Old Sturbridge Village
S T U R B R I D G E  –  O l d 

Sturbridge Village is open during 
the winter months with many sea-
sonal programs and events each 
weekend with extended hours and 
the start of Maple Days.

Included with standard day-
time admission on select dates in 
February and March, guests can 
see the entire sugar-making pro-
cess, from tapping the trees to 
sugaring off, and learn why maple 

sugar was more commonly used 
than maple syrup in early New 
England. Costumed historians will 
also cook period foods made with 
maple products and the tinner and 
cooper will make maple-related 
items.

Maple Days are Friday through 
Sunday, Feb. 23 through March 
17 from 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Guests 
are encouraged to reserve tickets 
online and in advance for their date 

of arrival. 
Tickets and more information 

can be found online: https://www.
osv.org/event/maple-days/.

On Saturdays and Sundays 
during Maple Days, Ox & Yoke 
Café is offering a special Waffle 
Bar, featuring made-to-order waf-
fles and a variety of toppings to 
create your own delicious master-
piece. The Waffle Bar is open on 
select days from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

ANSWERS ON PAGE 9

TURNERS FALLS – On 
Saturday, Feb. 24 from 10:30-
11:30 a.m. there will be a track-
ing adventure program enti-
tled “Who’s been here?” at 
Great Falls Discovery Center, 2 
Avenue A, in Great Hall.

Department of Conservation 
and Recreation staff will lead 
this program or ages 3 to 8, who 
must be accompanied by an 
adult. 

On Sunday, Feb. 25 from 
2-4 p.m. “Food For Change” by 
Steve Alves will be shown. A 
film focusing on food co-ops as 
a force for dynamic social and 
economic change. People will 
meet filmmaker Steve Alves for 
a discussion after the film. Snow 
date is Sunday, March 3.

This is supported by the 
Friends of the Great Falls 
Discovery Center, RiverCulture, 

the Pocumtuck Valley Memorial 
Association, the Department of 
Conservation and Recreation 
and Montague Public Libraries 
and funded by Mass Humanities 
through the Massachusetts 
Cul tura l  Counci l  and the 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities.People may visit 
greatfallsdiscoverycenter.org/ 
foodfarmsandfactories to learn 
more.

Great Falls Discover Center lists events
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THURSDAY, FEB. 22

CIRCLE OF SONG REHEARSALS take place 
tonight at 7 p.m. in the Barre Town Hall, Exchange 
Street, Barre. The choral group of 23 years sings 
in four-part harmony and often in other languages. 
People may email julie@mhof.net or call 978-257-
1192 for more information. They preform several 
concerts during the year. The next concert will be 
Saturday, May 18 at the Barre Town Hall. New mem-
bers are always welcome. Membership dues are slid-
ing scale from $25 per year for students and $40 - $70 
for adults according to ability to pay. If people are 
interested in joining Circle of Song, they may email 
Julie Rawson, director, at julie@mhof.net, or call 978-
257-1192 or show up at a rehearsal.

FRIDAY, FEB 23

FRIDAYS WITH FRIENDS will be held today 
from 3:30-4:30 p.m. at the Woods Memorial Library, 
19 Pleasant St., Barre in the multipurpose room for 
school age children children. Different activities 
are held each week ranging from arts and crafts to 
STEAM based challenges all meant to bring the com-
munity closer together. The program is held Fridays 
during January, February and March and is recom-
mended for ages five plus. 

SATURDAY, FEB. 24

SATURDAY STORY TIME will be held today from 
10:30 a.m.-noon at the Woods Memorial Library, 19 
Pleasant St., Barre in the multipurpose room at the 
library. The program is recommended for ages three to 
six. Each week Ms. Katie will read a story and pair it 
with a craft or related activity. To request sign language 
interpretation or other accommodation for special needs 
for any program, people should call the Library Director 
at least two weeks before the program date at 978-355-
2533 extension 101 or email jhood@barrelibrary.org.

SUNDAY, FEB. 25

A BOOK DISCUSSION on “Regenerating your 
Yard” by Camille T. Dungy will take place today at 4 
p.m. at the East Quabbin Land Trust, 120 Ridge Road, 
Hardwick. Dungy’s book a seminal work that expands 
how we talk about the natural world and the environ-

ment as Camille T. Dungy diversifies her garden to 
reflect her heritage. Participants should bring a favorite 
dish to share a light meal during the discussion.Book 
copies can be requested through the library. People 
who need a copy may email agrandinetti@eqlt.org as 
well as RSVP.

WARE RIVER NATURE CLUB ANNUAL 
MEETING will be held today from noon-5 p.m. at 
Harvard Forest, Petersham. Besides providing guests 
with a hot catered meal and the opportunity to gather 
with fellow nature and wildlife enthusiasts, the meet-
ing will feature two guest speakers who will talk about 
different aspects of animal migration. Speakers are Dr. 
Cory Elowe and Dr. Alex Haro. Attendees will have 

an opportunity to bid on a selection of nature and sci-
ence books, original wildlife art work, and many other 
unique items by taking part in the ongoing fundraiser 
silent auction. Participants need not be members to 
attend the meeting (entire meeting or speakers only) 
or take part in the auction. Information about the Club, 
meeting reservations and the auction may be found on 
the Club’s website by visiting www.warerivernature-
club.org. For more information, people may call 413-
967-4737 or emailing warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com.

FRIDAY, MARCH 1

OPEN HOUSE AND RIBBON CUTTING will be 

held for the Reverend Richard and Gail Pryce House, 
158 New Braintree Road, Oakham today from 1:30-4 
p.m. Refreshments will be provided. RSVP is appre-
ciated by not necessary by emailing davemcmahon@
dismasfamily.org.

QUABBIN PERFORMING ARTS present Silenced 
on Barbour Street,” a one-act play today at 7 p.m, 
at Quabbin Regional High School, 800 South St., 
Barre in the auditorium. This play explores the fac-
tors that led to the 1944 circus fire that claimed the 
lives of 144 spectators in Hartford, Connecticut so 
content is suitable for middle and high school age 
students and adults. People are invited to attend for 
this performance as students prepare to compete at the 
Massachusetts Educational Theater Guild State Drama 
Festival. Tickets are $7 in advance and $9 at the door. 
Tickets can be purchased on online by visiting our.
show/quabbindrama.

MONDAY, MARCH 4

WINTER PLAY GROUP offered by Making 
Opportunities Count will be offered the first Monday 
of the month in place of Story Time. The play group 
will be held today at 10 a.m. in the New Braintree 
Public Library, 45 Memorial Drive, New Braintree. 
MOC offers Coordinated Family and Community 
Engagement programs and is funded by the 
Massachusetts  Department of Early Education and 
Care. Parental supervision is required. People may call 
the library at 508-867-7650 during regular business for 
more information.

THURSDAY, MARCH 7

INSPIRATIONAL SPEAKER CHRIS HERREN 
will be at Quabbin Regional High School today at 6 
p.m. for a free program sponsored by Quabbin Drug 
Response Unifying Group. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 15

SUPPORT GROUP for grandparent raising grand-
children will be held today from 9:30-11 a.m. at 
Worcester Family Resource Center, 20 Cedar St., 
Worcester. This group meets the third Friday of every 
month. People should call 508-796-1411 or email 
yiwfrycyouice@sevenhillsorg to register or for more 
information.

Calendar of Events

Where is 
this?

This week’s mystery photo 
is from Rutland. If any read-
ers know where this photo 
was taken, they may email 
edowner@turley.com or call 
the Barre Gazette at 413-967-
3505, extension 100 with their 
answer by noon on Monday, 
Feb. 26. The names of those 
that correctly guessed the 
location will appear in the 
following edition. Bill Bowles, 
Gary Brigham, Peggy Civilik, 
Stephen Craven, Dan Elliott, 
Evelyn Luukko and Philip 
Warbasse correctly iden-
tified the photo. The photo 
last week was the front steps 
of the Petersham Town Hall, 
located at the corner of Main 
and East Streets, Petersham.

Turley Publications Photo by Ellenor Downer

“Jim arranged for me to get in 
[to the trials] and I remember this 
gadget with a dial that you could 
turn for the language translation. 
I saw what you sometimes see in 
photographs: the prisoners on the 
dock with the guards behind each 
one. Goering committed suicide not 
long after. I remember there being 
lots of whispering among the ser-
vants in the house that day. We had 
several women working for us as 
they just wanted a meal.”

Nuremberg was certainly a 
remarkable place to begin new par-
enthood and she remembers huge 
contrasts within daily life. “They 
had opened up the grand hotel and 
used it for entertaining. We would 
celebrate anything including just a 
birthday. I went to Carmen at the 
opera. I remember one night going 
to some party and driving back in a 
Jeep on the main road that had been 
fixed up. There was utter darkness.”

The Gilmans stayed in Europe 
for a year before returning by boat. 
“I was so happy to sail into New 

York harbor and see the Statue of 
Liberty.”

Stateside, the Gilmans moved 
to northern Virginia as Jim contin-
ued out his service at the Pentagon. 
Together with now two young 
boys, they went back to Europe and 
lived in Germany and France in the 
1950s.

After his retirement with 26 
years in service, they both taught 
in public schools, Jim at science 
and Harriet in home economics. “I 
loved what we were doing as final-
ly we could talk about each other’s 
work.”

With Jim retiring from the mil-
itary, they decided to return home, 
which for them would always be 
North Chester. After such an active 
military career “Jim didn’t know 
what to do with himself,”  she says. 
They tried growing strawberries 
which didn’t work. 

They joined lots of local com-
mittees. They finally stumbled upon 
blueberries and began planting the 
varied kinds that dot the hillsides of 
Kelso farm today.

“Each generation has taken a 
whack at the homestead,” she says. 

In addition to her two sons,  who 
return each summer, she has six 
grandchildren. She’s hoping one of 
them decides that the family con-
nection to Hilltowns farming will 
be unbroken. “One is interested,” 
she says, “but it’s a real life change 
moving here from somewhere 
else and his wife has a career as a 
nurse.”

It’s been hard keeping up a farm 
without many local people interest-
ed in working for them. The farm 
has kept running since the ‘80s with 
the help of Ukrainian immigrants 
from Westfield. “The best pickers 
are older women with patience,” 
she says. 

When I first met the Gilman’s I 
noticed the women chatting to each 
other in what I thought was Russian 
as they picked. I asked them where 
they were from. A woman with 
hands stained purple apologized 
for her English and told me she 
had just arrived in the U.S. three 
months prior from Ukraine. 

Wars, blueberries on a hot sum-
mer day, lives come full circle as 
Mrs. Harriet Kelso Gilman contin-
ues happily into her 103rd year. 

It Matters Now More Than Ever. In Print. Online. Local.
     800.824.6548 | barregazette.turley.com

In times of uncertainty, rest assured that as your 
community newspaper, we are working hard with a 
local, regional and national network of official resources 
to keep you informed and up to date on the issues and 
developments that matter most to you.

Accurate. Reliable. Unbiased. Local.
Subscribe Today at
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Senate candidate
visits selectmen
Mike Valanzola
visiting district towns

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the

See SELECTMEN, page 7

Green Energy Tips 
Barre Energy Committee

Beautiful icicles and prob-
lematic ice dams? If you have
icicles hanging or ice dam
issues, it is a sure sign you are
wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.

State funds used to
promote regional
partnerships

Singing the night away

Turley Publications Photo by Amber King, an intern from Quabbin Regional High School. 

The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting

See ROOF PROJECT, page 8 See CIC GRANT, page 8

Chocolates and so many to pick

Awards to be presented
at April 26 dinner

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER — For every active
group or organization in town,
there are a number of key volun-
teers behind it, from church groups
like the United Church of Ware
and the First Church of Monson to
civic organizations like the Palmer
Lions Club and the Belchertown
Fair Committee, said Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.
These are the people that – for the
most part – stay in the background
when the media shows up at an
event but are a vital part of bring-
ing community activities to life.

And it is recognition of that
fact that the QHCC is seeking
nominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from the
Chamber towns of Belchertown,
Brimfield, Brookfield, East
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland,
Monson, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer,
Wales, Ware, Warren and West
Brookfield.

Last year ’s winner was
Bobbie McAvoy of Ware, for her
work in holding collections for
troops overseas. At the time, she
said that she was thrilled to be
nominated, but didn’t believe she
was as deserving of the award as
others in the community.

And that is just the quality
that Weake said the committee that
judges Citizen of the Year nomina-
tions is looking for.

“These people are the ones
that don’t do it for the recognition
but without whose diligence the

Karen Anderson of Orange announces her
candidacy for state representative

Chamber eyes volunteer standouts

ORANGE - Karen Anderson, a
Republican, announced her candi-
dacy for the 2nd Franklin District
State Representative seat. She
declared, “For too long the needs of

our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district's

needs. I will tirelessly work to pro-
tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations

Turley Publications Photo by Genevieve Fraser

Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10
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By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the
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lematic ice dams? If you have
icicles hanging or ice dam
issues, it is a sure sign you are
wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.
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The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting

See ROOF PROJECT, page 8 See CIC GRANT, page 8

Chocolates and so many to pick

Awards to be presented
at April 26 dinner

By Douglas Farmer
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PALMER — For every active
group or organization in town,
there are a number of key volun-
teers behind it, from church groups
like the United Church of Ware
and the First Church of Monson to
civic organizations like the Palmer
Lions Club and the Belchertown
Fair Committee, said Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.
These are the people that – for the
most part – stay in the background
when the media shows up at an
event but are a vital part of bring-
ing community activities to life.

And it is recognition of that
fact that the QHCC is seeking
nominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from the
Chamber towns of Belchertown,
Brimfield, Brookfield, East
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland,
Monson, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer,
Wales, Ware, Warren and West
Brookfield.

Last year ’s winner was
Bobbie McAvoy of Ware, for her
work in holding collections for
troops overseas. At the time, she
said that she was thrilled to be
nominated, but didn’t believe she
was as deserving of the award as
others in the community.

And that is just the quality
that Weake said the committee that
judges Citizen of the Year nomina-
tions is looking for.

“These people are the ones
that don’t do it for the recognition
but without whose diligence the

Karen Anderson of Orange announces her
candidacy for state representative

Chamber eyes volunteer standouts

ORANGE - Karen Anderson, a
Republican, announced her candi-
dacy for the 2nd Franklin District
State Representative seat. She
declared, “For too long the needs of

our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district's

needs. I will tirelessly work to pro-
tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations

Turley Publications Photo by Genevieve Fraser

Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10
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Senate candidate
visits selectmen
Mike Valanzola
visiting district towns

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the

See SELECTMEN, page 7

Green Energy Tips 
Barre Energy Committee

Beautiful icicles and prob-
lematic ice dams? If you have
icicles hanging or ice dam
issues, it is a sure sign you are
wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.

State funds used to
promote regional
partnerships

Singing the night away

Turley Publications Photo by Amber King, an intern from Quabbin Regional High School. 

The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting

See ROOF PROJECT, page 8 See CIC GRANT, page 8

Chocolates and so many to pick

Awards to be presented
at April 26 dinner

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER — For every active
group or organization in town,
there are a number of key volun-
teers behind it, from church groups
like the United Church of Ware
and the First Church of Monson to
civic organizations like the Palmer
Lions Club and the Belchertown
Fair Committee, said Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.
These are the people that – for the
most part – stay in the background
when the media shows up at an
event but are a vital part of bring-
ing community activities to life.

And it is recognition of that
fact that the QHCC is seeking
nominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from the
Chamber towns of Belchertown,
Brimfield, Brookfield, East
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland,
Monson, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer,
Wales, Ware, Warren and West
Brookfield.

Last year ’s winner was
Bobbie McAvoy of Ware, for her
work in holding collections for
troops overseas. At the time, she
said that she was thrilled to be
nominated, but didn’t believe she
was as deserving of the award as
others in the community.

And that is just the quality
that Weake said the committee that
judges Citizen of the Year nomina-
tions is looking for.

“These people are the ones
that don’t do it for the recognition
but without whose diligence the

Karen Anderson of Orange announces her
candidacy for state representative

Chamber eyes volunteer standouts

ORANGE - Karen Anderson, a
Republican, announced her candi-
dacy for the 2nd Franklin District
State Representative seat. She
declared, “For too long the needs of

our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district's

needs. I will tirelessly work to pro-
tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations
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Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10

property is scheduled to be complet-
ed in the spring.

Parks and Rec. survey
Avery shared a survey from the 

Parks and Recreation Committee 
that will be available to residents, 
to determine their vision for the 
common. He said this includes 
what they would like for upgrades, 
and potential future uses. 

“With the new Open Space Plan 

approved and community survey in 
hand, the committee can move for-
ward with plans for improvement 
of the common,” Avery said. “The 
committee is very much interested 
in having community input, not 
just what members of the commit-
tee envision.

Avery said improvements to the 
common are determined by the 
funding that is available. Having 
the completed Open Space and 
Recreation Plan and survey results 
will improve the town’s grant eli-

gibility. 
The survey will be available 

online at northbrookfield.net and at 
locations throughout town includ-
ing the Town Offices, Haston Free 
Public Library and more. 

Main Street parking concerns
Retail business owners shared 

concerns about downtown park-
ing, saying that people are taking 
up parking spaces all day, limiting 
access for customers visiting their 
stores. 

“We’re very concerned that our 

customers aren’t going to be able 
to get there and that’s going to put 
our store in jeopardy,” one busi-
ness owner said.

The business owners suggested 
creating time-limited parking spac-
es, which would help to keep spac-
es open for retail customers. 

Board of Selectmen Chair 
Jason Petraitis said the board will 
have to meet with the Highway 
Department and possibly look at a 
study to come up with any chang-
es.

He said town employees have 
been directed to park their vehicles 
in front of the Town House. 

Petraitis said the board will take 
these concerns into consideration, 
and look into ways to make the 
downtown parking situation better 
for all.

Common concerns
Avery said vehicles have been 

driving from Sinclair Avenue onto 
the common, creating ruts and 
damaging the field. He asked if the 
town could place barriers to pre-

vent this from continuing. 
A chain with a lock could block 

access, but still be removed if 
emergency access is needed on the 
common. 

Avery’s  r eques t  wi l l  be 
reviewed by the town’s Safety 
Committee. 

Grant for turnout gear
Fire Chief Darin Anderson said 

the Fire Department was awarded 
a $12,417 grant to purchase three 
sets of turnout gear. The board 
voted to accept the grant. 

NORTH BROOKFIELD, 
continued from page 1

Advisory group will be discussing 
the issue more at their Thursday, 
Feb. 29 meeting at the Rutland 
Public Library. The public is wel-
come. 

The second half of the meet-
ing addressed the fiscal challenges 
that Hubbardston is facing. During 
the Annual Town Meeting in June 
2023, Boudreau explained how he 
moved money around to ensure that 
all the town’s priorities were cov-
ered. At the time the Healey admin-
istration had not yet finalized the 
state budget. When it was finalized, 
there was only $21,000 made avail-
able to Hubbardston for fiscal year 
2024 – 25.  

Being very proactive in both 
anticipating and identifying prob-
lems, he has taken meaningful steps 
toward solving them. He created 
a new committee to specifically 
address the problems. It is called the 
Structural Deficit Working Group.

Citizens are encouraged to 
visit the town website at www.

HubbardstonMA.us and type 
into the search box: “Financial 
Obligations Assessment.” The 
12-page PDF lays out in detail 
everything a voter  needs to 
know about the fiscal challenges 
Hubbardston faces. They will see 
the Town Administrator’s “Nine 
Point Action Plan and Timeline.”     

Planning Board member and 
a member of the new Structural 
Deficit Working Group, Francois 
Steiger, brought up important points 
of concern, which affect many 
rural communities within the State. 
Hubbardston alone makes up a 
very large part of the Ware River 
Watershed and state-owned forest 
preserves.  

Specifically addressing the vis-
iting legislators, he pointed out that 
the state has been slow in provid-
ing reimbursements to towns like 
Hubbardston for state owned land 
within the town’s boundaries. As 
well as Payment In Lieu Of Taxes 
that comes from the watershed. He 
has seen absolutely no movement in 
the last 5 to 10 years toward reim-
bursing Hubbardston. Just one of 

the 297 towns of a total of 350 in 
the entire state that is eligible for 
such funding. Hubbardston is just 
one of 260 towns that will not see 
an increase in funding. Normally, 
the funding from those two areas 
would be of significant help in 
meeting budget commitments in the 
past and depends upon. 

Senator Durant said a major 
meeting of the Ways and Means 
Committee will be held at UMass 
Amherst. It will cover school bud-
geting and aid to towns. He said he 
will be able to get back to the town 
some information as to this. He did 
however, say the “revenue is not 
too great right now” and this whole 
thing is a “process in motion.”                                                                                        

Speaking of budgets, he and 
Boudreau pointed out the Quabbin 
Regional School budget estimate for 
next fiscal year is 15% higher than 
the 7% increase over last year. The 
amount desired is $900,000 more 
than last year’s total budget.  

In the meantime, be sure to 
review the above mentioned 
“Financial Obligations Assessment” 
before any more time passes.  

HUBBARDSTON,
continued from page 1

HARRIET GILMAN,
continued from page 1
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Gardner hockey
co-op headed for 

tournament
GARDNER – Last week, the 

Gardner High School ice hockey 
team, which co-ops with Quabbin 
Regional, wrapped up its regular 
season schedule. 

The Wildcats would suffer a pair 
of losses to finish the season, losing 
to Littleton and Saint Bernard’s. 
Against Saint Bernard’s last 
Wednesday night, Derek Plummer, 
Gavin Richard, and Jack McCrillis 
all scored goals for Gardner in a 4-3 
defeat. 

Gardner finished 14-4 on the 
season and will make the state tour-
nament, which begins next week.

BARRE – Last Wednesday 
night, the Quabbin Regional 
High School girls basketball 
team finished up the regular 
season with a 41-21 win over 
Belchertown. The Panthers 

were in command of the 
game for the entirety, and had 
a commanding 28-14 lead at 
halftime. 

The Panthers were led by 
Riley Bassett and Meaghan 

Doyle with 12 points each. 
Coming up, the Panthers, 
who finished at 14-4, had the 
Clark Tournament and state 
tournaments both to partici-
pate in.

Panthers take regular 
season finale

Brianna Whitelaw goes for a shot.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Riley Bassett attempts to hold on to the ball.

Mia Ducos goes for a layup 
under pressure

Meaghan Doyle eyes the hoop 
as she goes for a mid-range 
shot.

Abby Rogowski goes for a put-back 
under pressure.

Pioneers
win finale

PALMER –  Las t 
week, Pathfinder girls 
basketball defeated Sci-
Tech for the second time 
this season, winning 
59-41 at home in a game 
that was also their reg-
ular season finale. The 
Pioneers have made 
the state tournament at 
10-6, but did not make 
Western Mass. and were 
scheduled for nonplayoff 
games earlier this week. 
In the win over Sci-Tech, 
Greenly Lagimoniere 
had 16 points while 
Victoria Stephens had 11 
points. Addison Doktor 
added 10 points to the 
win. The state tourna-
ment begins next week.

Quabbin’s Aiden 
Lapointe goes 
for an open puck 
during hockey 
action this season.

Addison Doktor takes the 
free throw.

Victoria Stephens heads up 
for a shot.

Desiree Croteau sends a pass 
away.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Brianna Beynor goes after the tipoff.

Greenly Lagimoniere looks to 
go for a layup.Ty Burdett possesses the puck.

Cullan White makes his way up the ice.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Jayden Patel corrals the puck 
under pressure. The Gardner-
Quabbin co-op is headed for 
the state tournament next 
week.

STURBRIDGE – Why play for 
Team Mass? Affordable/compet-
itive AAU Basketball program. 
Teams could potentially travel to 
tournaments in Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, New 
Hampshire, Maine or New York 
(coach dependent). Program is run 
on principle to teach the kids to 
be respectful on and off the court, 
and to learn the game of basketball 
with skills needed to be competitive 
while still having fun. 

Any questions, contact Chris 
Siniscalchi 413-539-1548 Email: 
teammassbasketball@gmail.com 

Boys tryouts: Saturday, March 2 
(Tantasqua Junior High School) 

Grades 4/5/6: 8 to 9:25 a.m. and 
grades 7/8: 9:25-10:50 a.m.  

Grades 9/10/11: 10:50 a.m. to 
12:15 p.m. *Grades 9/10 and 11 if 
in districts, just sign up 

Girls tryouts: Saturday, March 2 
(Tantasqua Junior High School) 

Grades 4/5/6: 12:15 to 1:40 p.m. 
Grades 7/8: 1:40 to 3 p.m. Grades 
9/10/11: 1:40 to 3 p.m. Grades 9/10 
and 11, if in districts just sign up 

Players only need to make one 
tryout, but try to make both as it 
gives coaches a better look.

Tantasqua Junior High School 
is located at 320 Brookfield Rd., 
Fiskdale.

There is a $20 tryout fee (cov-
ers all tryout dates). Please arrive 
15 minutes early for registration. 
Please bring copy of birth certifi-
cate (needed for age/grade verifi-
cation). Must be accompanied by 
parent/guardian to fill out and sign 
registration form.

Team Mass. 
holding

tryouts for
AAU season
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Sports Education
100 Days of Learning  

From the desk of
Colleen Mucha
Superintendent of QRSD

Students across the Quabbin 
Regional School District recently 
celebrated 100 days of learning, 
which means 100 days of building 
skills, 100 days of making friends, 
100 days of doing hard things, and 
100 days of coming together as a 
community. 

This milestone is typically cel-
ebrated in our elementary schools 
with students engaging in learn-
ing activities that help them devel-
op a deeper understanding of the 
“value” of 100.  It can be working 
with 100 objects or even dressing 
as if you were 100 years old. This 
year our students and staff brought 
their best “100” game forward as 
evidenced in the photos.  

For our older students, this 
marks the mid-way point in the 
year. They are thinking about their 
academic success and/or struggle. 
They wonder about what is the 
right path for them? What might 
they want to do upon graduation? 
Many fear making the wrong 
choice or a choice that may not fit 
with what might be expected of 
them. When they see this article, 
they may yearn for the days of dis-
covering the “value” of 100. Many 
may even embrace dressing like 
they were 100! 

It is normal for many high 
school students, especially under-
classmen, to not know what career 
they are interested in beyond high 
school and which path is right for 
them. Students benefit from par-
ticipating in internships,employ-
ment and other opportunities. This 
allows them to learn about them-
selves – do they enjoy working as 
part of a team, do they prefer to 
interact with others in a social way, 
or do they like hands-on work? 

Students can get these expe-
riences here at Quabbin and they 
can participate in internships both 
within the school setting and out-
side in our community. We will be 

holding a career fair on Wednesday, 
Feb.  28. Our students will have 
the opportunity to learn about a 
variety of careers and talk to 
employers about possible oppor-
tunities for jobs and internships. If 
you are interested in showcasing 
your business and/or career at our 
fair, please contact Greg Devine at 
gdevine@qrsd.org for more infor-
mation. 

This time of year is important 
for our rising Grade 9-12 students 
as they begin to choose courses for 
next year. The majority of students 
report that their family members 
have the  greatest influence on their 
post graduation plans. 

I encourage you to take a 
moment to pause and reflect with 
your child, grandchild, neighbor, 
etc. - no matter what age they are. 
Acknowledge what you notice that 
is a strength and unique to them.  
Recognizing their ability to make 
others feel at ease or that they are 
artistic can help them to gain a 
sense of confidence and allow them 
to see their own strengths more 
clearly.  

Ask them which classes they 
enjoy most and why? Finding 
little moments over the years to 
talk about their interests and their 

strengths will go a long way in 
helping students as they consid-
er careers beyond high school. 
Review the course offerings and 
talk about what might be a good fit. 
Sometimes, choosing something 
unexpected can open a world of 
possibilities.  

One hundred days marks a dif-
ferent moment for our Class of 
2024. They are only 72 days away 
from graduation. Some may feel 
like they are ready to take on the 
world and others may feel like they 
need a little more time.  

What is true, is that there is tre-
mendous excitement amongst our 
Seniors. Some have been speak-
ing with employers, recruitment 
officers and post secondary institu-
tions. Our students plan to enter the 
workforce, join the military and/
or pursue college and educational 
experiences. At this point in the 
year, our seniors have been accept-
ed into 77 colleges and universities 
and these notifications keep com-
ing. 

Join me in celebrating the 
growth of all of our students in the 
Quabbin Regional School District. 
We can’t wait to see what you 
accomplish in the second half of 
the year. #BeQuabbin.

acebook.com/turleysports@turleysports www.turleysports.com
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Checkers get best of T-Birds
CHARLOTTE, N.C.  -- The 

Springfield Thunderbirds  (23-20-
3-2) were unable to complete a 
third-period comeback attempt, as 
they fell by a final score of 5-3 
against  the Charlotte Checkers 
(24-20-5-0) on Sunday inside 
Bojangles’ Coliseum.

The Checkers carried much 
of the offensive play in the open-
ing 10 minutes, making Malcolm 
Subban work a lot in the first peri-
od. Moments after a Springfield 
delay-of-game penalty ended, 
Charlotte maintained offensive 
pressure and got on the board as 
Gerry Mayhew found open ice in 
the low slot and one-touched a pass 
from Casey Fitzgerald through 
Subban at 9:22. The Checkers 
hit two other posts in the peri-
od on their way to outshooting 
Springfield 17-7 in the first frame.

Spr ingfie ld  had  i t s  own 
chance clip iron in the early 
stages, as Jakub Vrana narrowly 
missed giving the T-Birds a 1-0 
edge when he one-timed a Ryan 
Suzuki saucer pass off the pipe 
behind Spencer Knight. Despite 
the disparity in shot attempts, the 
T-Birds still found a way to get the 
game evened up when Zach Dean 

deflected a Leo Loof shot from the 
left circle all the way to the crease 
and through Knight’s legs with 
just 1:09 left in the first, tying the 
game, 1-1.

The tying marker, howev-
er, proved to do little to quell 
Charlotte’s offensive mojo in 
the second period.  Another 
lengthy defensive zone sequence 
for the T-Birds ended in a Ryan 
McAllister one-time goal at 2:13 
of the middle frame. Springfield’s 
penalty kill then got dented for 
the first time in the season series 
at 10:49 when Zac Dalpe found a 
loose puck deep in the blue paint 
before Subban and the defense 
could clear it away. The Checker 
captain’s 12th goal of the season 
upped the lead to 3-1, which would 
stand through the end of the sec-
ond. Charlotte outshot Springfield 
33-12 through 40 minutes.

Springfield threatened another 
third period comeback just 41 sec-
onds into the third as Joey Duszak 
wristed a shot over Knight’s block-
er to make it a 3-2 game off assists 
from Matthew Peca and Adam 
Gaudette. Despite a heavy pres-
ence in the Charlotte zone in the 
opening half of the final frame, 

the score stayed 3-2 until Justin 
Sourdif guided a Mayhew center-
ing pass through Subban to restore 
the two-goal cushion for the 
Checkers at 12:04.

Still undeterred, Peca and the 
T-Birds responded in kind just 48 
seconds later, as the captain circled 
the offensive zone before elevat-
ing a wrist shot through traffic and 
over Knight’s glove to cut it down 
to a 4-3 score.

With 2:51 remaining, the 
Springfield power play was given 
a grand opportunity following a 
tripping penalty on Sourdif, but the 
Charlotte penalty killers answered 
the call, and another Springfield 
minor penalty nullified the power 
play and spoiled any chances of 
a tying goal. Mayhew finished 
his three-point night, finding the 
empty net with just over 30 sec-
onds to play. 

It marked Charlotte’s first win 
in four tries this season against the 
Thunderbirds. Springfield returns 
home to begin a three-game week-
end on Friday as the I-91 rival 
Hartford Wolf Pack comes to town. 
Puck drop is set for 7:05 p.m. at 
the MassMutual Center this Friday 
night.

 Railers fall in shutout to Bears
O R L A N D O ,  F L   – 

The  Worcester Railers HC  (21-
20-4-2, 48pts) got shutout by 
the  Orlando Solar Bears  (24-16-6-
2, 56pts), on Thursday night by the 
final score of 4-0 in front of 5,684 
fans at the Kia Center.

Orlando struck first with two 
quick goals late in the first peri-
od from Mitchell Hoelscher (1-1-
2) and Alex Frye (1-0-1). Tanner 
Schachle (1-0-1) added one more 
in the second to push Orlando 
ahead 3-0 going into the third. 
Jimmy Mazza (1-0-1) ripped a 
shot down-ice off of the draw in 
the third period into an empty net 

to give Orlando the final goal of 
the game and a 4-0 victory over 
Worcester.

The Railers started off the first 
period strong. During the first ten 
minutes, the Railers utilized a two-
man forecheck which led to some 
great chances down low and keep-
ing both the puck in their offen-
sive zone and the tired Solar Bear 
players on the ice. Despite their 
efforts early, the Solar Bears would 
light the lamp first. A shot from 
the point by defenseman Zachary 
Massicotte was initially blocked 
out in front but found its way to 
an open Mitchell Hoelscher (22nd) 

who was sitting on the doorstep. 
The Solar Bears piled on the goal 
scoring just two minutes later with 
a 2-on-1 rush. Hoelscher would 
drag Railers Defenseman Ryan 
Dickinson to the far side boards 
to allow Forward Alex Frye (10th) 
to capitalize on the doorstep with 
a backhand shot to beat the out-
stretched John Muse. The Solar 
Bears outshot the Railers, 12-6.

The second period was a quiet 
one for the Railers. They would 
lead the period with shots on goal 
but none would result in a goal. 
The Railers had some great oppor-
tunities on their first power play 

of the game late in the 
period and built some 
strong momentum for 
them to carry into the 
third. However, the 
Solar Bears would con-
tinue to deal damage to 
the Railers with another 
late-period goal. Solar 
Bear forward Tyler 
Bird would enter the 
Railers defensive zone 
from the far side and 
send a quick pass to 
the high slot. The puck 
bounced to forward 
Tanner Schachle (2nd) 
who picked up the loose 
puck and backhanded a 
shot through Muse. The 
Railers led the period 
and game with shots on 
goal 14-5 and 20-17.

The third period pro-
vided a mix of chanc-
es and physicality from 
both sides. John Muse 
did a great job shutting 
down an odd-man rush 
and breakaway opportu-
nity just a few minutes 
into the period. Shortly 
after, the Railers would 
get their chances on 
net during their pow-
erplay chance. Tension 
throughout the game 
built up to the point 
where Railers Forward 
Jack Quinlivan dropped 
the gloves against Solar 
B e a r  D e f e n s e m a n 
Jérémie Biakabutuka. 
The game was capped 
off with an empty net 
goal scored by Solar 
B e a r  D e f e n s e m a n 
Jimmy Mazza with 
a final score of 4-0 in 
favor of Orlando. 

The Railers outshot 
the Solar Bears in the 
third and in the game, 
16-8 and 36-25.

NAME: Riley Bassett
SCHOOL: Quabbin

Last Wednesday evening, 
Bassett helped lead Quabbin 
girls basketball to a season 
finale win with 12 points.

To nominate someone for 
Athlete of the Week, con-
tact Managing Sports Editor 
Gregory A. Scibelli at 413-
283-8393 ext. 258 or send an 
e-mail to gscibelli@turley.
com.

Submitted photo

Staff at the Quabbin District elementary schools made them-
selves look 100 years old.

Quabbin
Performing 
Arts to hold 
one act play

BARRE – On Friday, March 1 
at 7 p.m, the Quabbin Performing 
Arts presents a one-act play, 
“Silenced on Barbour Street” at 
Quabbin Regional High School, 
800 South St., in the auditorium.

This play explores the factors 
that led to the 1944 circus fire that 
claimed the lives of 144 spectators 
in Hartford, Connecticut so con-
tent is suitable for middle and high 
school age students and adults.  
People are invited to attend for this 
performance as students prepare 
to compete at the Massachusetts 
Educational Theater Guild State 
Drama Festival. Tickets are $7 in 
advance and $9 at the door. Tickets 
can be purchased on online by vis-
iting our.show/quabbindrama.

Colleges and Universities list
fall 2023 Dean’s & President’s lists

President’s list
Fitchburg State University

Fitchburg
Hannah P. Perron of Barre, 

Peter W. Elliot of Petersham, 
Nia R. Manderson-Mathesoi of 
Petersham and Taylor E. Senecal 
of Rutland

President’s list
Nichols College 

Dudley
Joseph Collard of Rutland

Dean’s list
American International College

Springfield
Alexys Prouty of Gilbertville, 

sociology major

Dean’s list
Elms College

Chicopee
Seamus Higgins of Rutland

Dean’s list 
Fitchburg State University

Fitchburg
J y n e s s a  M .  L e a r y  o f 

Barre, Kyrstin B. Mello of 
Barre, Cole B. Carignan of 
Hubbardston, Audrey M. Forte 
of Hubbardston, Geneva G. 
Herzig of Hubbardsto, Eric E. 
Jackson of Hubbardston, Luke 
Perron of Hubbardston, Antonia 
G. Sacramone of Hubbardston, 
Jaedyn D. Levine of Oakham,, 
Andrew R. Bedard of Rutland, 
Justin M. Gilroy of Rutland and 
Olivia C. Kephart of Rutland

Dean’s list
Lasell University

Newton
B i a n c a  C h a v e s  o f 

Hubbardston

Dean’s list 
Nichols College 

Dudley
Olivia Charette of North 

Brookfield
Logan Talbor  of  North 

Brookfield

Dean’s list
Quinnipiac University

Hamden, CT
Olivia Sands of Oakham and 

Cameron Carlson of Rutland

Dean’s list
Regis College
Weston
Madigan Burgess of Rutland

Dean’s list
Russell Sage College

Troy, N.Y.
Emma Vander Baan

Dean’s list
Seton Hall University
South Orange, N..J.

Skyler Rudinski of New 
Braintree

Dean’s list
Springfield College

Springfield
S a m u e l  C o p p o l i n o  o f 

Oakham,  hea l th  s c i ence /
pre-physical therapy; Kyle 
Nastasi of Hardwick, move-
ment and sports studies; Hannah 
Schultz of North Brookfield, 
health science/pre-occupational 
therapy and Andrew Soltys of 
Ware, mathematics

Dean’s list
Stonehill College

Easton 
Kel ly  Da ige  o f  Nor th 

Brookfield  and Nathaniel 
Laursen of New Braintree

Dean’s list
University of Alabama

Tuscaloosa, AL
Annika Gunnard of Rutland

University Alabama Early 
College

Myah Johnson of Hardwick, 
attends Eagle Hill School

Dean’s list
University of New England

Biddeford and Portland, Maine
Michelle Tremblay of Barre
Savannah Cote of North 

Brookfield
Mat thew P i l t zecke r  o f 

Rutland

Dean’s list
University of Rhode Island

Kingston, RI
Jen Hall of Wheelwright, 

Grace Marrier of Rutland, 
Emma McEvoy of Hubbardston, 
Abby Menice of Rutland and 
Brenna Ward of Rutland

Lyndsey
Schimmelpenningh 
graduates Hofstra 

University
HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. – Lyndsey 

Schimmelpenningh of North 
Brookfield graduated from Hofstra 
University in December 2023, 
earning a degree in psychology.

 Committee 
seeks HOF 

nominations
BARRE – Nominations for the 

Quabbin Regional Athletic Hall 
of Fame Class of 2024 are being 
accepted. Nomination forms are 
available on the Quabbin Regional 
Athletic website (www.qrsd.org). 
All forms are due March 1.  Please 
mail forms to:  Quabbin Regional 
Athletic Hall of Fame; PO Box 
874; Barre, MA 01005 or e-mail to 
mmiville@qrsd.org.

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– In one of their final games 
before  the  tournament , 
North Brookfield girls bas-
ketball suffered a defeat at 
Bromfield 43-36. The loss 
gave the Indians an 11-4 
record for the regular sea-
son. Lola Sukharev had 

a big game for the Indians 
with more than half of their 
offense as she scored 19 
points. 

The Indians have qualified 
for the state tournament with 
their 11 regular season wins. 
The State Division 5 tourna-
ment begins next week.

Indians suffer setback 
against Bromfield

Plymouth State 
University

President’s list
PLYMOUTH, N.H. – Plymouth 

State University announces the 
President’s list for the fall 2023 
semester. 

Students making the President’s 
list for the fall 2023 are: Emma 
Wilbur of Barre, Madison Senecal 
of Rutland, Athena Comeau of 
Rutland and Kelan Mahoney of 
Oakham. 

To be named to the President’s 
list, a student must achieve a grade 
point average of 3.70 or better for 
the fall 2023 semester and must 
have completed at least 12 credit 
hours during the semester, at least 
nine of which must confer grade 
points, at the time the lists are 
finalized.
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Spiritual Frustration 
part 4

 
Every relationship comes with 

its share of frustrations. 
This is true of our earthly con-

nections. This is true also of our 
connection with the Lord. At vary-
ing times we must overcome the 
irritation, disappointment and 
offense that comes with serv-
ing Christ. In this edition, let us 
explore the frustration we expe-
rience as a consequence of mis-
aligned priorities. 

How many start to serve Christ 
well, impassioned and excited 
about following Him, yet some-
where along the way they falter 
when that which is urgent to them 
is seemingly not urgent to Him? 
Have you ever been frustrated 
with God over a differing sense of 
purpose? If so, you are not alone! 
Thus said, let us consider this 
scene from the life and ministry of 
Christ:

Luke 10:38-42 (NIV)
38 As Jesus and his disciples 

were on their way, he came to a 
village where a woman named 
Martha opened her home to him. 
39 She had a sister called Mary, 
who sat at the Lord’s feet listening 
to what he said. 40 But Martha was 
distracted by all the preparations 
that had to be made. She came to 
him and asked, “Lord, don’t you 
care that my sister has left me to 
do the work by myself? Tell her 
to help me.” 41 “Martha, Martha,” 
the Lord answered, “you are wor-
ried and upset about many things, 
42 but few things are needed-or 
indeed only one. Mary has chosen 
what is better, and it will not be 
taken away from her.”

What does this scene reveal 
about Martha? Namely, she was 
a woman flustered due to a mis-
aligned sense of priority. What was 
her priority? She was consumed 
with the many preparations that 
had to be made in order to ade-
quately host Jesus and his disciples 
(v. 38, 40). 

She would ensure that He ate a 
good meal in a well-kept home. In 
many ways I laud and understand 
her sense of urgency. After all, she 
had opened her home to the Savior 
and wanted everything to be per-
fect. In some ways, we could use 
more figures like Martha. 

However, note that the priority 
of Christ in the moment was not 
earthly, but spiritual food. Whereas 
Martha was focused on setting the 
table for Christ, she failed to real-
ize the banquet He had set for her 
in the conveyance of eternal truth. 

Ultimately, she allowed the 
urgent to steal her from the import-
ant. Let us note that her misplaced 
priority came at a three-fold cost. 
Firstly, consider that she who had 
the Prince of Peace in her home 
knew anything but peace in this 
moment. Rather, Martha appears to 
be overrun with anxiety and great 
stress. Secondly, consider that 
Martha began to traffic in offense 
against both her sister, Mary, and 
Jesus Himself: her dear guest. 
Such is revealed in verse 40: “She 
came to him and asked, ‘Lord, 
don’t you care that my sister has 
left me to do the work by myself? 
Tell her to help me.’”Thirdly, she 
had missed a wondrous opportu-
nity for intimacy and connection 
with Christ.

How did Jesus respond in kind?  

Luke 10:41
41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord 

answered, “you are worried and 
upset about many things, 42 but 
few things are needed-or indeed 
only one. Mary has chosen what is 
better, and it will not be taken away 
from her.”

 Such words were intended to 
remind Martha of what mattered 
in the moment. We do not know 
what transpired next. Did Martha 
set aside all the cooking and clean-
ing to join her sister at the feet of 
Jesus? It would be lovely to believe 
so, but Scripture remains silent on 
the issue. What we do know is that 
this story compels us to realize that 
Jesus’ priorities often differ from 
our own. 

All too often we behave much 
like Martha and miss what the Lord 
is seeking to accomplish! What 
are we to do in such seasons? We 
must prioritize His purpose(s) over 
our own. Failing to do so results 
in needless anxiety, offense and 
forfeited intimacy with Christ, so 
take heed! 

Thank you for taking the time to 
read this publication. Should you 
have any comments or questions, 
feel free to contact me at your con-
venience using the information 
below. 

Also, feel free to check us out 
online at www.NewLifeBarre.orgor 
visit us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
We hope to see you soon. 

Pastor James Foley
New Life Assembly of God
60 Main St. South Barre
jamesfoley@newlifebarre.org
978-355-6407

First Sunday of Lent 
“Forty Days and Forty Nights” 

Our services can be found on our 
website at www.barrechurch.com 
and Facebook page. 

Scripture Reading:
Mark 1:9-15 I. 
Introduction: 

Sometimes, we are influenced or 
driven by many factors in our lives 
to do what we need or desire to do. 

We are driven by the need to 
accomplish, to be successful and 
to be happy. This is all so import-
ant and good. It is good to find 
the earthly fulfilment of things we 
enjoy. Then there are moments 
when we are wandering around, not 
knowing where to turn for answers, 
filled with fear, and uncertainties. 

What an ideal time during this 
period of Lent to bring all that to 
Christ, our Lord and Saviour, our 
Friend, and the Son of God, who 
Himself was driven by God to fulfill 
His mission on earth. 

II. Forty Days and Forty Nights 
Forty days and forty nights seem 

like a long time to be in such dire 
circumstances like Jesus was when 
He was driven by the Holy Spirit 
into the wilderness, surrounded by 
wild animals and tempted by Satan 
after being weak from not eating 
any food for such a long period of 
time. He was indeed sent into the 
wilderness to suffer, which for any 
human being would be awful to 
endure. 

In the Matthew and Luke 
accounts of the temptation story, 
we see more detailed descriptions 
of how Jesus was going through a 
process of withstanding the offers 

presented to Him by Satan. Should 
He submit to him, He would be 
given food and He would receive all 
the kingdoms of the world. What a 
choice to make and what power and 
strength He had to withstand those 
temptations. 

This wilderness event is preced-
ed by the baptism event of Jesus, 
where He was affirmed as the Son 
of God by Godself, speaking from 
the heavens. He was then surround-
ed by the Holy Spirit descending 
upon Him in the form of a dove. 

The tearing open of the heav-
ens is a powerful event that speaks 
to the revelation of God Almighty 
through the Son of God to the peo-
ple of God. Mark Strauss in his 
commentary on Mark suggests that 
the Spirit of God was now in charge 
of Jesus’ Messianic mission. He 
was baptized with water and filled 
with the power of the Holy Spirit to 
face the challenges of the forty days 
and forty nights ahead of Him. 

And so, while He was tested on a 
physical level, He was also engaged 
in a spiritual struggle with the forc-
es of evil. It was suffering indeed, 
but with His eyes focused on God 
through it all. He was filled and 
accompanied by the Holy Spirit and 
He was attended to by the angels 
of God, protecting Him against the 
wild animals and the dangers of that 
environment. 

He would rely not on earthly 
food and comforts, but completely 
on the protection and provision of 
God. In Luke 4 v 10 and Mathhew 
4 v 6 the gospel writers refer to 
Psalm 91, a psalm of comfort and 
reassurance that God is in con-
trol and that God intervenes, and 
when we acknowledge God as 
our Refuge, that God will com-
mand God’s angels to guard us in 
all ways. God’s angels would be 
with Christ, protect Him and serve 
Him. 

He would come out of this expe-
rience purified and glorified as the 
Son of God overcoming the forces 
of evil. And the purpose of it all was 
to go into Galilee and preach the 
word of God and heal the sick and 
drive out evil spirits. He had every-
thing He needed to be the Messiah 
and to lead His disciples and to 
become the Head of the Church 
then and now. 

Conclusion
We too have our forty days and 

forty nights and sometimes lon-
ger, of suffering and temptations 
and wild animals in the form of 
all kinds of destructive forces 
that want to destroy our lives and 
our communities and our world. 
During times like these we cry and 
we yell and we look around asking 
where shall our help come from? 

And the answer is right here 
this morning. Our help comes from 
the Lord who went through it all. 
The Son of God was never alone 
but was filled with God’s Spirit 
and surrounded by God’s angels. 
We have this time during Lent to 
remember that and to keep our-
selves from the distractions of the 
world, searching for God amid our 
struggles, discovering God, and 
finding our comfort and answers 
for our troubles. May God be with 
all of us during our forty days and 
forty nights. 

Amen. 

Pastor Margaret Keyser
Barre Congregational Church
30 Park St., Barre

Cooley, Kevin Scott
Died Feb. 13, 2024

Celebration of Life April 14 
at 1 p.m.

Barre Sportsman Club

Holden, Glen
Burial in spring

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Barre Gazette

Obituaries
Kevin Scott Cooley, 72

BARRE –  Kevin 
Scott Cooley, 72, of 
Barre, died peacefully 
at home surrounded by 
family on Tuesday, Feb. 
13, 2024.

He was born in 1951 
son of Lois and Earl 
Cooley. Kevin grew 
up in Barre graduating 
from Quabbin Regional 
High School class of 1970.

Kevin joined the United States 
Air Force in 1971 and served for 
14 years. During his time in the Air 
Force, he studied and became an 
electrician. After being discharged, 
Kevin worked as an electrician for 
35 years. He also served as a police 
officer and firearm instructor for 
the Barre Police Department for 16 
years.

Kevin was an avid hunter, and 
fly fisherman. Kevin was beyond 
proud of his family. He was an 
extremely selfless man, who was 
always willing to lend a helpful 
hand to anyone who needed it. He 
was filled with so much knowl-
edge, especially history. He had 

a great sense of humor 
and loved to play a 
good prank. Kevin was 
truly devoted to his 
community, and will be 
widely missed by all. 
He was a hero to many, 
strong until the end.

Kevin is survived 
by his wife, Diane M. 
(Sinclair) Cooley of 

27 years; daughter, Melisa Nale 
and her husband Charles Nale of 
North Brookfield, daughter Charity 
Schreiber and her husband Daniel 
Schreiber of Oregon, son Michael 
Sinclair of Barre, daughter Scottie 
Peterson and her partner Jarred 
Poehler of California.; his son 
in law, David Bower and partner 
Camille Ambers of Oregon; 15 
grandchildren; six great-grandchil-
dren; sister, Debbie Sanders and 
her husband Walter Sanders of 
Florida, sister Ann Marie Clark and 
her husband David Clark of Barre, 
brother Earl “Pepper” Cooley Jr. 
and his partner Wendy Chabot of 
Barre,sister, Suzanne Martin and 
her husband Richard Martin of 

Athol, brother Mark Cooley of 
Barre; many nieces, nephews, aunts 
and uncles. Kevin was predeceased 
by his father Earl Cooley Sr., his 
mother Lois Cooley, his brother 
Gordon Cooley and his beloved 
daughter Katherine Bower.

At his request there will be no 
calling hours or funeral service. 
A celebration of life will be held 
on Sunday, April 14, 2024 at 1 
p.m. at the Barre Sportsman Club 
221 Spring Hill Road in Barre. 
Arrangements are under the care of 
Pillsbury Funeral Home, 96 South 
Barre Road, Barre.                 

Pillsburyfuneralhome.com

Ricky Mansfield
Director

Richard Mansfield
Director

1158 Main Street
Holden

508.829.4434

100 Worcester Road
Sterling

978.422.0100

800-983-4434
w w w. m i l e s f u n e r a l h o m e . c o m

Nationally recognized as a 
Selected Independent Funeral Home

with the highest ethical and 
professional standards.BBB Award Recipient

               Funeral Homes
Honoring Lives ~ Celebrating Memories

Family Owned and Operated

POMFRET, CT – Glen Holden, 
53, was born May 27, 1970 as 
the first-born son to Charles and 
Lillian Holden. 

A native to Hardwick, Glen 
grew up on the Quabbin Reservoir, 
where he took an interest in all 
things outdoors including hunt-
ing, fishing, and athletics. Glen 
attended Quabbin High School and 
graduated with the class of 1988. 
After Quabbin, Glen attended 
Springfield Technical Community 
College where he received a 
degree in radiologic technology. 
He began his career in the medical 
field at Baystate Medical Center in 
Springfield where he performed CT 
scan, Interventional Radiology, and 
Cardiac Cath Lab procedures. 

He became a Medical Sales 
Representative in his early 30s at 
Vascular Solutions where he was 
able to change countless lives 
with the products he provided. 
Recently, Glen took a position 
as an Executive Clinical Director 
with Reprise Biomedical and was 
able to spend the summer of 2023 
with his daughter, Rachel, through 
her internship there, all while bat-
tling glioblastoma. He loved his 
job, the people he worked with, 
and especially helping others. Glen 
also owned his own company, Four 

Oaks Medical, which he 
named to represent the 
strength of his family.

In the early sum-
mer of 1992, Glen and 
Renee met and fell in 
love.  They married 
in 1997 and togeth-
er had a beautiful life 
with their two children, 
Ben and Rachel. Glen 
did everything he possibly could 
for his family. He created an envi-
ronment of love, happiness, and 
always stressed the importance 
of hard work. He was incredibly 
proud of both Ben and Rachel as 
he saw his life lessons of kindness, 
helping others, and work ethic 
through them. He never missed any 
of Ben’s or Rachel’s sporting or 
school events. Glen also made a 
positive impact on the communi-
ty by coaching Frog Rock basket-
ball and Pomfret-Eastford Little 
League. The impact he made on 
players, friends, and the commu-
nity will be felt for years to come. 
Glen was a loving son, husband, 
father, brother, and friend, and his 
presence made everywhere a bet-
ter place. His legacy will continue 
through his wife, children, siblings 
and the community.

Glen was predeceased by his 

parents, Charles and 
Lillian Holden, and his 
friend, John Krokos. 
He leaves behind his 
wife, Renee Holden 
of Pomfret, CT, his 
ch i ld ren ,  Ben  and 
Rachel Holden, also of 
Pomfret, his siblings 
Jay and his wife Donna 
Holden of Hardwick, 

Josh Holden of Portland, Maine 
and Amber Mueller of Ludlow. 
His parents-in-law, Raymond and 
Cecelia Bernier of Hanover, CT, 
brother and sister-in-law, Robert 
and Ramona Gray of Lisbon, CT, 
brother and sister-in-law, Raymond 
and Diane Bernier of Marlborough, 
CT, his nieces and nephews, and 
many friends.

Relatives and friends were invit-
ed to visit with Glen’s family on 
Wednesday, Feb. 21, 2024 from 9 
a.m.-11 a.m. at the Gilman-Valade 
Funeral Home and Crematory, 104 
Church St., Putnam, CT, followed 
by a Mass of Christian Burial 
11:30 a.m. in Saint Mary’s Church 
of the Visitation, 218 Providence 
St., Putnam. Burial will take 
place in the spring, in Abington 
Cemetery. A memorial guestbook 
is available at www.gilmanandva-
lade.com.

Glen Holden, 53

DEATH 
NOTICES

Trinity Church welcomes Fanfare Brass Ensemble
WA R E  –  Fa n fa r e  B r a s s 

Ensemble will perform a bene-
fit concert at Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 17 Park St., on Sunday, 
Feb. 25 at 4 p.m. 

The ensemble will present a 
concert of classical and light pop-
ular music. To hear a sample of 
their music, visit http://premieren-
tertains.com/fanfare%20main%20
page.html.

This concert is free and open to 
the public. A freewill offering will 
be taken with proceeds to bene-
fit North Brookfield school’s food 

pantry. 
This program is supported 

in part by a grant from the Ware 
Cultural Council, a local agen-

cy, which is supported by the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council, a 
state agency.

Submitted photo

Think about the soil you are 
using, too.  

A soilless mix is far superior to 
regular potting soil or garden soil.  
It’s milled a little finer, and is made 
to be well-drained weed and patho-
gen free. 

Moistening it to the consistency 
of a wrung out sponge before use 
is perfect. Don’t bury small seeds 

too deep. Tiny seed should simply 
be pushed into the soil surface and 
not covered.

Hardening off the seedlings you 
grew before planting them in the 
ground is very important.  Start 
acclimatizing them to the great out-
doors slowly, first by putting them 
in the shade for a few hours, work-
ing up to full sun over the course of 
a week’s time.

By taking my advice into 
account, you will be well on your 

way to growing healthy seedlings 
indoors.

Roberta McQuaid graduat-
ed from the Stockbridge School of 
Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For 33 years she 
has held the position of staff horti-
culturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to pouimette@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

WARE – St. Mary’s Church, 
57 South St., will be having a 
pre-order take-out dinner on 
Saturday, March 9.  

The dinner will consist of four 
pierogi, one golombek, kielbasa, 
kapusta and rye bread. The cost 
of the dinner is $20. 

The dinner will be cold and 
will need reheating. Place your 

order by calling Sylvia at 413-
436-9268 or Diane at 413-967-
5207 from noon-7 p.m. starting 
Wednesday, Feb. 14 through 
Saturday, Feb. 24. 

Curbside pickup will be avail-
able between 11:30 a.m.-noon 
for anyone with a handicap card. 
Please let them know when you 
call in your order. 

All other orders will be picked 
up in the church hall. You will be 
given a time between noon-2 p.m. 
for your pick up when you call. 

Please put your money in an 
envelope with your name, num-
ber of dinners and pick up num-
ber. St. Mary’s Church thanks 
you for your continued patron-
age.

St. Mary’s Church hosts Polish plate dinner

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Barre Gazette

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.

GARDEN,
continued from page 4
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Sunday, Feb. 4
12:16 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, West 

Street, Information Taken
2:15 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 

Kendall Street, Message Delivered
4:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Williamsville Road Arrest(s) Made
Summons: White, Lynn Marie, 33, 

Gardner
Charges: Unlicensed Operation of 

Motor Vehicle
4:52 p.m. Assist Other Police 

Department, Motor Vehicle Accident 
Assistance, Referred to Other Agency

5:58 p.m. Suspicious Person – 
Vehicle Activity, Hubbardston Road, 
Unfounded

10:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Farrington Road, Written Warning

10:48 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Services – Seizures, South Street, 
Transported to Hospital

Monday, Feb. 5
10:22 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle – 

Parking Issues, Summer Street, Vehicle 
Removed

1:46 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Town Farm Road, Report 
Filed

2:01 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Summer Street, Vehicle 
Towed

Tuesday, Feb. 6
5:57 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Serv ices – Breath ing Di ff icu l ty, 
Chamberlain Hill Road, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

10:19 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Valley Road, Citation Issued

Summons: Arsenault, Mary A., 54, 
Winchendon

Charges: Unlicensed Operation 
of Motor Vehicle, License Not in 
Possession, Brakes Violation Motor 
Vehicle

11:28 a.m. Fraud or Forgery, Grogan 
Road, Officer Advised

12:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle – Disabled, 
Valley Road, Officer Spoke to Party

6 : 3 3  p . m .  M e d i c a l  A l a r m , 
Hubbardston Road, Citation Issued

Wednesday, Feb. 7
10:04 a.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 

Collision, Williamsville Road, Report 
Filed

11:02 a.m. Property – Lost and 
Found, Williamsville Road, Located/
Found

6:24 p.m. Assist Other Police 
Department, Athol Police Department, 
Officer Advised

Thursday, Feb. 8
2:25 a.m. Open Door or Window, 

Peach Street, Officer Spoke to Party
9:56 a.m. Assist Other Police 

Department, Oakham, Mutual Aid 
Assistance

10:15 a.m. Motor Vehicle – Disabled, 
West Street, No Action Required

2:56 p.m. Larceny or Theft, Summer 
Street, Report Filed

4:26 p.m. Safety Concern, North 
Brookfield Road, Investigated

5:03 p.m. Follow-up Investigation, 
Ruggles Lane, Negative Contact

Summons: Barker, Deborah, 60, 
Barre

Charges: Shoplifting by Asportation

5:52 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Services – Unconscious/Unresponsive/
Syncope, Old Petersham Road, Mutual 
Aid Transport

5:55 p.m. Assist Other Police, 
Fitchburg, Dispatch Handled

Friday, Feb. 9
12:21 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Worcester Road, Written Warning
6:44 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Breathing Difficulty, Ruggles 
Lane, Transported to Hospital

10:23 a.m. Follow-Up Investigation, 
Summer Street, Officer Took Call

Summons: Barker, Deborah, 60, 
Barre

Charges: Shoplifting by Asportation
10:31 a.m. Suspicious Person – 

Vehicle Activity, West Street, Negative 
Contact

1:28 p.m. Complaint, Valley Road, 
Officer Advised

5:48 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Wheelwright Road, Citation Issued

Saturday, Feb. 10
10:10 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Vernon Avenue, Written Warning
11:11 a.m. Assist Other Police 

Department, New Braintree, Mutual Aid 
Assistance

11:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Hubbardston Road, Citation Issued

SOUTH BARRE

Friday, Feb. 9
5:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle – Disabled, 

Barre Depot Road, Officer Advised

Barre Police Log

Public Safety

Sunday, Feb. 4
6:50 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Se rv i ce  –  Fa l l s ,  Ma in  S t ree t , 
Transported to Hospital

7:41 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 
Street, Written Warning

3:31 p.m. Public Assist, Main Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

3:44 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Wachusett 
Street, Transported to Hospital

4:48 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision North Brookfield Road, Report 
Filed

11:43 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Falls, Irish Lane, Transported 
to Hospital

Monday, Feb. 5
1:03 a.m. Erratic Operator, Edson 

Avenue, Negative Contact
9:23 a.m. Public Assist, Beechwood 

Drive, Information Given
3:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 

Street, Written Warning
4:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 

Street, Written Warning
4:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 

Street, Written Warning
4:31 p.m. Follow-up Investigation, 

Miles Road, Public Assistance
4:52 p.m. Property – Lost and 

Found, East County Road, Information 
Taken

5:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 
Street, Written Warning

6:29 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Bleeding (Non-Traumatic), 
New Braintree Road, No Fire Service 
Necessary

7:25 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Spencer 
Road, Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, Feb. 6
4:29 a.m. Building/Property Check, 

Maple Avenue, Citation Issued
8:13 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Abdominal– Back Pain, East 
County Road, Transported to Hospital

8:34 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 
County Road, Written Warning

9:42 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Irish Lane, 
Transported to Hospital

10:12 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Animal Bites, Lewis Street, 
Dispatch Handled

11:48 a.m. Animal – Lost and/or 
Found, Nancy Drive, Animal Returned 
to Owner

12:25 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

12:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Maple Avenue, Written Warning

12:53 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 
Street, Written Warning

1:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pommogussett Road, Written Warning

4:38 p.m. Suspicious Person – 
Vehicle Activity, Campbell Street, Officer 
Spoke to Party

7:58 p.m. Erratic Operator, Spencer 
Road, Gone on Arrival

8:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Pleasantdale Road, Written Warning

Wednesday, Feb. 7
2:05 a.m. Suspicious Person – 

Vehicle Activity, Whitehall Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

4:53 a.m. Animal – Wildlife, East 

County Road, Removed Hazard
8:12 a.m. Unable to Ambulate, 

Prouty Lane, Transported to Hospital
10:05 a.m. Animal – Lost and/or 

Found, Maple Avenue, Animal Brought 
to Pound

10:15 a.m. Property Dispute or 
Exchange, Main Street, Property 
Returned

1:16 p.m. Fire – Power Lines Down 
Arcing, Beechwood Drive, Referred to 
Other Agency

1:19 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Welfare Check, Crocker Nye 
Road, No Fire Service Necessary

2:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Maple 
Avenue, Written Warning

2:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Maple 
Avenue, Citation Issued

3:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 
Street, Written Warning

3:21 p.m. Road/Traffic Hazard, Barre 
Paxton Road, Information Given

3:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 
Street, Written Warning

3:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 
County Road, Citation Issued

3:39 p.m. Suspicious Person/Vehicle 
Activity, Main Street, Officer Spoke to 
Party

3:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 
County Road, Written Warning

5:05 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Peters 
Avenue, Transported to Hospital

5:43 p.m. Fraud or Forgery, Davis 
Street, Report Filed

9:03 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Breathing Difficulty, Inwood 
Road, Ambulance Signed Refusal

Thursday, Feb. 8
2:20 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

County Road, Citation Issued
2:48 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle– 

Parking Issues, Maple Avenue, Citation 
Issued

3:40 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 
Street, Written Warning

6:44 a.m. Animal – ACO Call, Main 
Street, Message Delivered

7:40 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 
Street, Written Warning

7:49 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 
Street, Written Warning

1:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 
County Road, Citation Issued

2:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 
Street, Written Warning

2:35 p.m. Property – Lost and 
Found, Whitehall Road, Message 
Delivered

2:51 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Maple 
Avenue, Citation Issued

3 p .m.  Motor  Veh ic le  S top , 
Pleasantdale Road, Citation Issued

3:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 
Street, Prisoner Bailed

Summons: Vidal Rojas, Erasto, 37, 
Lakewood, NJ

Charges: Unlicensed Operation of 
Motor Vehicle, Emergency Vehicle, 
Obstruct

4:38 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Prescott Street, Transported 
to Hospital

5:41 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Unconscious/Unresponsive/
Syncope, Irish Lane, Transported to 
Hospital

9:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 
County Road, Citation Issued

11:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 
County Road, Written Warning

11:23 p.m. Animal – Lost and/or 
Found, East County Road, Information 
Taken

Friday, Feb. 9
3:20 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle – 

Parking Issues, Maple Avenue, Citation 
Issued

5:37 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 
Street, Written Warning

6:04 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Unconscious/Unresponsive/
Snycope, Campbell Street, Transported 
to Hospital

7:01 a.m. Emergency Medical 
Service – Sick/Unknown, Maple 
Avenue, Transported to Hospital

7:26 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 
Street, Written Warning

8:48 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 
County Road, Written Warning

8:59 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 
County Road, Written Warning

9:31 a.m. Landlord/Tenant Dispute, 
Main Street, Report Filed

11:14 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Barre 
Paxton Road, Arrest(s) Made

Summons: Simpson, Kevon C., 27, 
Gardner

Charges: Registry Motor Vehicle 
Document, Posses/Use False/Stolen, 
Credit Card, Receive Stolen

11:19 a.m. Public Assist, Main 
Street, Officer Spoke to Party

Summons:  Papiersk i ,  Ronald 
Wallace, 28, Rutland

ChargesL Leave Scene of Property 
Damage, Witness/Juror/Police/Court 
Official, Intimidate

1:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle Hit and Run, 
East County Road, Report Filed

2:37 p.m. Public Assist, Main Street, 
Dispatch Handled

2:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 
Street, Written Warning

4 p.m. Emergency Medical Service – 
Chest Pain/Heart Problem, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

6:20 p.m. Suspicious Person/Vehicle 
Activity, Walnut Street, Officer Spoke to 
Party

7:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Maple 
Avenue, Written Warning

7:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Maple 
Avenue, Written Warning

Saturday, Feb. 10
7:51 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 

Collision, Bullard Road, No Fire Service 
Necessary

11:54 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 
County Road, Written Warning

12:19 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Services – Seizures, Inwood Road, 
Transported to Hospital

2:27 p.m. Fire – Power Lines – 
Down Arcing, Pommogussett, Report 
Filed

5 :55  p .m.  E r ra t i c  Opera to r, 
Pleasantdale Road, Verbal Warning

6:08 p.m. Fraud or  Forgery, 
Pommogussett Road, Officer Spoke to 
Party

6:10 p.m. Animal – Lost and/
or Found, Boylston Street, Animal 
Returned to Owner

10:52 p.m. Suspicious Person – 
Vehicle Activity, Barre Paxton Road, No 
Public Serve Necessary

Rutland Police Log
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Sunday, Feb. 4
4:48 p.m. Fire – Motor Vehicle 

Collision, North Brookfield Road, Report 
Filed

6:06 p.m. Suspicious Person/Vehicle 
Activity, Old Turnpike Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

Monday, Feb. 5
10:59 a.m. Motor Vehicle, North 

Brookfield Road, Written Warning
11:11 a .m Cour t  Duty,  East 

Brookfield District Court, Court Duty
5:32 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, South 

Road, Written Warning
6:29 p.m. Emergency Medical 

Services, Bleeding (Non-Traumatic), 
New Braintree Road, No Fire Serviced 
Necessary

7:25 p.m. Emergency Medical 
Services, Sick/Unknown, Spencer 
Road, Transported to Hospital

11:34 p.m. Animal – ACO Call, 
Spencer Road, Message Delivered

11:35 p.m. Follow-Up Investigation, 
Spencer Road, Investigated

Tuesday, Feb. 6
5:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, South 

Road, Written Warning
5:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 

Brookfield Road, Written Warning

Wednesday, Feb. 7
1:19 p.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Welfare Check, Crocker Nye 
Road, No Fire Service Necessary

Thursday, Feb. 8
6:55 a.m. Motor Vehicle – Disabled, 

Worcester Road, Referred to Other 
Agency

9:55 a.m. Disturbance, Barre Road, 
Report Filed

5:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 
Brookfield Road, Citation Issued

Friday, Feb. 9
9:55 a.m. Suspicious Person/Vehicle 

Activity, Barre Plains Road, Negative 
Contact

Saturday, Feb. 10
8:56 a.m. Assist Other Police 

Department, New Braintree, Mutual Aid 
Assist

11:04 a.m. Assist Other Police 
Department, New Braintree, Mutual Aid 
Assist

11:59 a.m. Assist Other Police 
Department, New Braintree, Mutual Aid 
Assist

3:10 p.m. Gunshots, Old Turnpike 
Road, Investigated

Oakham Police Log

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 
SALE OF REAL 

ESTATE 
By virtue and in exe-

cution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Frank 
W. LaRange to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee 
for Northpoint Mortgage, 
Inc.,  dated November 
16, 2016 and recorded in 
the Worcester County 
( Wo r c e s t e r  D i s t r i c t ) 
Registry of Deeds in 
Book 56343, Page 90, 
of which mortgage the 
undersigned is the pres-
ent holder, by assignment 
from: Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., 
as mortgagee, as nominee 
for Northpoint Mortgage, 
Inc., its successors and 
assigns to PennyMac Loan 
Services, LLC, recorded 
on June 28, 2022, in Book 
No. 67821, at Page 147 for 
breach of the conditions 
of said mortgage and for 
the purpose of foreclos-
ing, the same will be sold 
at Public Auction at 4:00 
PM on March 15, 2024, 
on the mortgaged premises 
located at 711 South Barre 
Road, Barre, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, all 
and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage, 

TO WIT: The follow-
ing described parcel of 
land, and the improve-
ments and appurtenanc-
es thereto in the County 
of Worcester (Worcester 
District), Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts to wit: 

Commonly known as: 
711 South Barre Road, 
Barre, MA 01005 Parcel 
No.: Map H, Lot 451 

Legal  Descr ip t ion: 
Land with the buildings 

thereon in that part of 
Barre, Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, known as 
South Barre, on the east-
erly side of South Barre 
Road, known as Route 
32, being shown as Lot 1 
on a Plan entitled “Plan 
of Land in Barre, MA 
owned by D.A. Robinson 
Contracting, Inc., Scale 1 
“=50’,” dated February 23, 
1999, drawn by Donald A. 
Para, Land Surveyor, Inc., 
New Braintree, MA and 
recorded with Worcester 
District Registry of Deeds 
in Plan Book 739, Plan 
18, to which plan refer-
ence is hereby made for a 
more particular descrip-
tion. Lot 1 contains 0.619 
Acres. For mortgagor’s(s’) 
title see deed recorded 
with Worcester County 
( Wo r c e s t e r  D i s t r i c t ) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
52145, Page 219. 

These premises will be 
sold and conveyed sub-
ject to and with the ben-
efit of all rights, rights of 
way, restrictions, ease-
ments, covenants, liens 
or claims in the nature of 
liens, improvements, pub-
lic assessments, any and 
all unpaid taxes, tax titles, 
tax liens, water and sewer 
liens and any other munic-
ipal assessments or liens or 
existing encumbrances of 
record which are in force 
and are applicable, having 
priority over said mortgage, 
whether or not reference 
to such restrictions, ease-
ments, improvements, liens 
or encumbrances is made in 
the deed. 

TERMS OF SALE: A 
deposit of Five Thousand 
($5,000.00) Dollars by cer-
tified or bank check will be 
required to be paid by the 
purchaser at the time and 

place of sale. The balance 
is to be paid by certified 
or bank check at Harmon 
Law Offices, P.C., 150 
California St., Newton, 
Massachusetts 02458, or by 
mail to P.O. Box 610389, 
N e w t o n  H i g h l a n d s , 
Massachusetts 02461-0389, 
within thirty (30) days from 
the date of sale. Deed will 
be provided to purchaser 
for recording upon receipt 
in full of the purchase 
price. The description of 
the premises contained in 
said mortgage shall control 
in the event of an error in 
this publication. 

Other terms, if any, to 
be announced at the sale. 

PENNYMAC LOAN 
SERVICES, LLC 

Present holder of said 
mortgage 

By its Attorneys, 
HARMON LAW 

OFFICES, P.C. 
150 California St. 

Newton, MA 02458 
(617)558-0500 

22145
02/15, 02/22, 02/29/2024

NOTICE OF 
SALE NOTICE OF 

MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE 

Premises: 
160 Chapman Road, 

Barre, Massachusetts 01005
By virtue and in exe-

cution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Martin 
E. Tremblay and Noreen 
B. Tremblay to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee 
for First Magnus Financial 
Corporation, dated April 23, 
2007, and recorded with the 
Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in 
Book 41038 at Page 313, as 
affected by an assignment of 
mortgage to Federal National 
Mortgage Association, dated 

March 8, 2017, and record-
ed with said Registry in 
Book 56930 at Page 378, as 
affected by an assignment 
of mortgage to U.S. Bank 
Trust, N.A., as Trustee for 
LSF11 Master Participation 
Trust, dated February 19, 
2019, and recorded with said 
Registry in Book 60061 at 
Page 206, of which mortgage 
the undersigned is the pres-
ent holder by assignment, 
for breach of the conditions 
of said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing the 
same will be sold by Public 
Auction at 1:00 o’clock P.M. 
on the 15th day of March, 
2024  at the mortgaged 
premises located at 160 
Chapman Road, Barre, MA 
01005, Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, all and singu-
lar the premises described in 
said mortgage, 

To wit: Three parcels 
of land on the westerly 
side of Chapman Road in 
Barre, Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, bounded and 
described as follows: 

PARCEL 1: 
The land with the build-

ings thereon on the west side 
of Chapman Road in said 
Barre shown as Lot 1 on a 
Plan of Land on Chapman 
Road in Barre owned by 
Ruth Trifilo, dated November 
10, 1986 by Thomasian 
Engineering, recorded in 
Worcester District Registry 
of Deeds, Plan Book 570, 
Plan 101 and more specifi-
cally described as follows: 

Beginning: at a point in 
a stone wall in the westerly 
line of Chapman Road at the 
northeast corner of land now 
or formerly of R. Derry et 
ux; 

Thence: S. 63 deg 39’ 
02” W. along said Derry land 
613.40 feet to a point at the 
beginning of a stone wall; 

Thence: S. 63 deg 20’ 
49” W. along said stone wall, 
79.59 feet to a gun barrel set 
at the corner of stone walls; 

Thence: N. 66 deg 33’ 
23” W. along land now or 
formerly of Trifilo, 313.00 
feet to a point; 

Thence: N 10 deg 03’23” 
W. along said Trifilo land, 
103.00 feet to a point; 
Thence: N. 68 deg 41’ 37” 
E., 177 feet to a point in a 
stone wall.  

Thence: N.79 deg 11’ 07” 
E., 785.08 feet to a point in 
a stone wall in the westerly 
line of Chapman Road, the 
last 2 courses being along 
said land of Trifilo; 

Thence: S. 04 deg 27’ 
02” W. along said stone 
wall and the westerly line of 
Chapman Road, 130.00 feet 
to the point of beginning. 
Containing 4.65 acres.  

PARCEL 2: 
The land on the wester-

ly side of Chapman Road, 
Barre, Massachusetts, being 
shown as Lot No. 7 on plan 
entitled “Plan of Land on 
Chapman Road and Oak 
Hills Drive Located in the 
Town of Barre, MA 01005 
Plan Prepared For: Ruth 
Trifilo Chapman Road, Box 
421 Barre, MA 01005” dated 
August 5, 1988 by DeFalco 
Engineering, Incorporated, 
and recorded with the 
Worcester District Registry 
of Deeds in Plan Book 605, 
Plan 2. Containing: 105486 
square feet, according to said 
plan.  

PARCEL 3: 
The land on the wester-

ly side of Chapman Road, 
Barre, Massachusetts, being 
shown as Lot No. 8 on plan 
entitled “Plan of Land on 
Chapman Road and Oak 
Hills Drive located in the 
Town of Barre, MA 01005 
Plan Prepared For: Ruth 
Trifilo Chapman Road, Box 
421 Barre, MA 01005” dated 
August 5, 1988 by DeFalco 
Engineering, Incorporated, 
and recorded with the 
Worcester District Registry 
of Deeds in Plan Book 605, 
Plan 2. CONTAINING: 

143136 square feet, accord-
ing to said plan. Subject 
to a 30’ wide utility and 
drainage easement running 
along the westerly side of 
said lot as shown on said 
plan, and being a portion of 
the premises described in a 
deed from Martin F. Harrity, 
Deputy Sheriff to Ruth M. 
Trifilo dated July 14, 1980 
and recorded with Worcester 
District Registry of Deeds in 
Book 7035, 212. 

For Mortgagor’s title, see 
deed dated December 27, 
1996, and recorded in Book 
18504, at Page 64 in the 
Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds. 

Premises to be sold and 
conveyed subject to and 
with the benefit of all rights, 
rights of way, restrictions, 
easements, covenants, liens 
or claims in the nature of 
liens, improvements, pub-
lic assessments, any and all 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax 
liens, water and sewer liens 
and any other municipal 
assessments or liens or exist-
ing encumbrances of record 
which are in force and are 
applicable, having priority 
over said mortgage, wheth-
er or not reference to such 
restrictions, easements, 
improvements, l iens or 
encumbrances is made in the 
deed. 

TERMS OF SALE: A 
deposit of Ten Thousand 
Dollars ($10,000.00) by cer-
tified or bank check will be 
required to be paid by the 
purchaser at the time and 
place of sale. High bidder to 
sign written memorandum of 
sale upon acceptance of the 
high bid. The balance of the 
purchase price is to be paid 
by certified or bank check at 
Friedman Vartolo LLP, 85 
Broad Street, Suite 501, New 
York, NY 10004, within thir-
ty (30) days from the date of 
the sale. Deed will be provid-
ed to purchaser for record-
ing upon receipt in full of the 

purchase price. In the event 
of an error in this publica-
tion, the description of the 
premises contained in said 
mortgage shall control. 

Other terms, if any, to 
be announced at the sale. 

U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association, not in its indi-
vidual capacity, but solely 
as Trustee of LSF11 Master 
Participation Trust, Present 
holder of said mortgage by 
its Attorneys, 

Friedman Vartolo LLP 
85 Broad Street, 

Suite 501, 
New York, New York10004

02/22, 02,29, 03/07/2024

FY 2025 - REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS

FOR AN UPDATE 
PROGRAM TO 

MAINTAIN EQUITABLE 
ASSESSMENTS WITHIN 
THE TOWN OF BARRE, 

MASSACHUSETTS
The Town of  Barre 

invites all interested com-
panies to submit sealed 
proposals for undertaking a 
program to update all real 
and personal property values 
within the Town of Barre for 
Fiscal Year 2025.

Specifications for the 
proposed program may be 
obtained at the office of the 
Board of Assessors, Henry 
Woods Building, 40 West 
Street, Barre, MA 01005 
Mondays through Thursdays 
from 10:00 a.m. until 3:00 
p.m.  Specifications will be 
available until Wednesday, 
February 28th, 2024 at 2:00 
p.m.

Proposals  are to be 
submitted to the Board of 
Assessors or the Town 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  H e n r y 
Woods Building, 40 West 
Street, Barre, MA 01005.  
Proposals will be accepted 
Monday through Thursdays 
between the hours of 10:00 
a.m. and 3:00 p.m. until 
Monday, February 28th, 
2024 at 2:00 p.m.

It is the specific intent of 
the Town to contract through 
its Board of Assessors for a 
complete update of property 
valuations effective January 
1, 2024 consistent with 
Massachusetts Department 
of Revenue requirements 
using an in-house CAMA 
appraisal system.  The pro-
gram is to commence on or 
about July 2, 2024, and to 
be completed by October 
15, 2024.  The program is 
to result in the approval 
of property values by the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Revenue.

The Town of  Barre 
reserves the right to accept 
or reject any or all propos-
als or any part thereof, or 
to select a bidder whose 
proposal is not the lowest, 
as deemed to be in the best 
interest of the Town.

The awarding of the con-
tract shall be subject to the 
availability of funds.
02/15, 02/22/2024

Sale of Motor Vehicles 
Under 

MGL Ch 255 Sec 39A 
N o t i c e  i s  h e r e b y 

given by: Dave’s Tow 
& Transport, Inc pursu-
ant to the provisions of 
MGL C.255 sec 39a, that 
on March 8, 2024 at 843 
Worcester Rd, Barre, MA 
the following motor vehicle 
will be sold by private sale 
to satisfy the garage keep-
er’s lien thereon for storage, 
towing charges and other 
expenses incurred, includ-
ing sales costs.
2011 Chevrolet HHR
VIN: 

3GNBABFW8BS620076
Robert L Goodman
111 Perseverance Mine Ct
Nevada City, CA 95959
02/22, 02/29, 03/07/2024

Public Notices
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During the weeks of Feb. 5-19, 
the Hardwick/New Braintree Police 
Department responded to 147 build-
ing/property checks, 69 directed/area 
patrols, nine traffic controls, six emer-
gency 911 calls, 17 radar assignments, 
two assist other agencies, three citi-
zen assists, two trespasses, two illegal 
dumpings, four motor vehicle investi-
gations, two investigations, two motor 
vehicle accidents, one structure fire, two 
complaints, one threat, one fraud, two 
animal calls and 22 motor vehicle stops 
in the town of Hardwick.

Monday, Feb. 5
3:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, 

Pine Street, No Action Required
4:34 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Main Street, Services Rendered

Tuesday, Feb. 6
4:41 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 

Street, Written Warning
9:21 a.m. Assist Other Agency, 

Church Lane, Spoken To
9:57 a.m. Trespass, Barre Road, 

Officer Handled
11:47 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Barre Road, Transported to Hospital
1:36 p.m. Medical Alarm, Hardwick 

Road, Transported to Hospital
3:06 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Parker Court, Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, Feb. 7
9:46 a.m. Trespass, Barre Road, 

Spoken To
10:14 a.m. Illegal Dumping, Barre 

Road, Arrest(s) Made
6:53 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Greenwich Road, Written Warning

8 : 2 0  p . m .  M o t o r  Ve h i c l e 
Investigation, Main Street, Officer 
Handled

Thursday, Feb. 8
6:45 p.m. Fire Alarm, Prouty Road, 

Services Rendered

Friday, Feb. 9
9:16 a.m. 911 Fire/Structure, Patrill 

Hollow Road, Extinguished

Saturday, Feb. 10
6:59 a.m. Medical Emergency, 

Upper Church Street, Transported to 
Hospital

8 :15  a .m .  I l l ega l  Dump ing , 
Greenwich Road, Services Rendered

1 0 : 4 0  a . m .  M o t o r  Ve h i c l e 
Investigation, Greenwich Road, Officer 
Handled

3:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main 
Street, Citation Issued

3:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Church Street, Citation Issued

Monday, Feb. 12
9:29 a.m. Assist Other Agency, 

Ruggles Street, Officer Handled
7:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, 

Hardwick Road, Report Taken
8:09 p.m. Investigation, Maple 

Street, Services Rendered

Tuesday, Feb. 13
6:30 a.m. Investigation, Hardwick 

Road, Officer Handled
1:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Hardwick Road, Citation Issued
3 : 4 3  p . m .  M o t o r  Ve h i c l e 

Investigation, Lower Road, Investigated

Wednesday, Feb. 14
7:29 p.m. Threat, Old Petersham 

Road, Investigated

Thursday, Feb. 15
8:02 a.m. Parking Complaint, Joslyn 

Road, Spoken To
7:16 p.m. Medical Emergency, 

School Street, Transported to Hospital
11:05 p.m. Medical Emergency 

Collins Road, Services Rendered

Friday, Feb. 16
8:21 a.m. Assist Citizen, Out of 

Town, Services Rendered
12:52 p.m. Assist Citizen, Convent 

Street, Dispatch Handled
2 : 5 7  p . m .  M o t o r  Ve h i c l e 

Investigation, Barre Road, Investigated
3:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Barre 

Road, Written Warning
4:15 p.m. Complaint, Pine Street, 

Spoken To

Saturday, Feb. 17
5:41 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Lower 

Road, Written Warning
4:48 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Ruggles Hill Road, Services Rendered
5:28 p.m. Assist Citizen, Lyman 

Road, Services Rendered
7:59 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Ruggles Hill Road, Transported to 
Hospital

8:28 p.m. Complaint, Broad Street, 
Taken/Referred to Other Agency

Sunday, Feb. 18
12:11 a.m. Fire/Other, Hardwick 

Road, Services Rendered

Hardwick Police Log
Sunday, Feb. 4

3:58 p.m. Assist Other Police 
Department, Shelbourne, Mutual Aid 
Assistance

6:01 p.m. Assist Other Police 
Department, Barre, Unfounded

Monday, Feb. 5
8:10 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Worcester Road, Written Warning
8:29 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Worcester Road, Citation Issued
10:27 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Services – Breathtaking Difficulty, 
Madison Way, Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, Feb. 6
1:50 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Service – Breathing Difficulty, Princeton 
Cutoff Road, Transported to Hospital

8:52 a.m. Court Duty, Main Street, 

Court Duty
5 :15  p .m.  Harassmen t ,  O ld 

Princeton Cutoff Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

Wednesday, Feb. 7
3:07 p.m. Safety Concern, Old 

Princeton Road, Officer Advised

Thursday, Feb. 8
8:24 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Gardner Road, Written Warning
8:59 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Worcester Road, Written Warning
10:31 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Worcester Road, Written Warning
10:54 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Worcester Road, Written Warning
11:22 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Gardner Road, Written Warning

Friday, Feb. 9
12:34 a.m. Fire – Structure Fires, 

Healdville Road, Unfounded
7:39 a.m. Emergency Medical 

Services – Seizures, Mt. Jefferson 
Road, Transported to Hospital

4:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident – 
No Fire Department/EMS Response, 
Main Street, Report Filed

Saturday, Feb. 10
11:42 a.m.  Errat ic  Operator, 

Worcester Road, Negative Contact
1:54 p.m. Property – Lost and 

Found, Hale Road, Information Taken
5:09 p.m. Harassment, Iroquois 

Avenue, Report Filed
11:47 p.m. Noise Complaint , 

Gardner Road, Unfounded

Hubbardston Police Log

Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-
timate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413) 687-5552

NAWROCKI  
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Kitchens, bathrooms, replacement 
windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237-
2250 Mark

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377 

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 
12x16 room. Very neat, references, 
prompt service call (508)867-2550

WE DO LLC. Painting interior, exteri-
or and drywall repair. Popcorn ceiling 
removal. We treat your home like our 
own homes. Fully licensed and in-
sured. Call WE DO today for a free es-
timate ask for Mac (413)344-6883

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

DRAGONWORKS SERVICES. 
Chain saw work, climb, trim or cut. 
Rooted in excellence. Fully insured. 
Call Jacob LaDue for free estimate, 
413-544-2898.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night. 

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212 

AUTO PARTS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

PART-TIME LEAD CUSTODIAN
United Congregational Church of Holy-
oke. Custodian wanted to ensure the 
upkeep and cleanliness of our building. 
Application and complete job descrip-
tion available at www.uccholyoke.org/
contact/employment-opportunities or 
submit a cover letter and resume to 
office.uccholyoke@gmail.com 
or call 413-532-1483.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICES REAL ESTATESERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOON

Public Safety

Public Notices
WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all 
notices to
notices@turley.com

Access archives and
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.1 2 3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.
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860 West Brookfield Rd., New Braintree, MA
FarmerMatt.com | (508) 980-7085

Farm-fresh Catering: 
Unforgettable Feasts
Elevate your event with Farmer Matt’s delectable catering 
services! From savory pulled pork to creamy mac and 
cheese, our farm-fresh dishes are perfect for any occasion. 
We handle delivery and setup, making your event stress-
free. Birthdays, weddings, corporate gatherings – we cater 
it all! Contact us now for a memorable dining experience.

FarmerMatt.com/catering | (508) 980-7085 

 mi

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 10am-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

PRESIDENTS DAY SALE!
STILL GOING IN!!!

0% FINANCING & EASY CREDIT!!!!

1,000s OF APPLIANCES!
SLEDS, TOBOGGANS & TUBES! 
FAST DELIVERY OR PICK UP
DAILY DEALS!!!

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Landscaping Stone
Title V Septic Sand • Presby Sand • Concrete Sand

Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WINTER IS COMING!
BULK ROAD SALT • BULK TREATED SALT 

WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND • SAND/SALT MIX

STOCK UP NOW!

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

HARDWICK/GILBERTVILLE   $249,900
CAPE & DETACHED GARAGES FOR STORAGE

Located in Gilbertville a village 
of Hardwick on a dead end 
street ,zoned GV. This zoning is 
intended for high density res-
idential and commercial pur-
poses. Ranch with  3 bedrooms 1 bath. Partially finished basement includes, 
workshop w/ storage area. Den with tons of closet storage space. Landry area 
has a wash sink for convenience. This area also has potential for storage. 
There is also a detached (7) SEVEN stall garage that comes with this property. 
There is electricity to the units. These would be a great rental income!

EXIT Real Estate Executives

Why call the Michelle Terry 
Team to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services • Home warranties
• 3D videos • Professional photography

• Ramped up open houses! • And so much more

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

michelleterryteam.com
130 W. Main Street

Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner

We Do 
More So You 

Will Make 
More!!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

4-DAY 
BOOTHBAY 

HARBOR VACATION
 June 11-14, 2024

Call now – Availability Limited!

March 16 .... Frozen at P.P.A.C. ............................... $130
May 4 ......... Kennedy Library .................................. $95
June 29 ....... Lake George Cruise & Lunch ........... $175
July 13 ........ Cape Cod Canal & Lunch .................. $130
Aug. 30 ....... 7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise .. from $1499

St. Patrick’s Celebration
Be one of the lucky ones and 
discover the treasure of Farmer 
Matt’s corned beef and cabbage 
dinner. Available Mar. 13-17.

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

FarmerMatt.com  •  508-980-7085

Now open Wednesdays 11a-7p

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL


