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Select Board
approves
contracts for
Assessors

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

HARDWICK - The Select
Board reviewed new business
regarding contracts for the Board
of Assessors.

The Select Board had two
discussions and possible votes
on Q Properties LLC contract
for the Board of Assessors and
a CAI Maintenance contract for
the Board of Assessors. Town
Administrator Justine Caggiano
said these were requests from
the Board of Assessors who sent
out recommendations and letters
for their GIS services and CLE
inspections.

The Select Board accepted both
contracts.

Gift acceptance

The Select Board would move
forward and vote to accept $900
gift from the East Quabbin Land
Trust. The Select Board appreciat-
ed the generous gift and decided to
allocate the funds to the Parks &
Recreation Department.

Easement

The Select Board had a vote
and approved an easement for
17 Maple St. This project is a
sewer project taking place in
Wheelwright.

Committee vacancies

Caggiano spoke with the Select
Board to remind them about com-
mittee vacancies. There are cur-
rently several committee vacancies
on the Youth Commission, Open
Space Committee, and Parks &
Recreation Committee. This was
an announcement for the Select
Board and Caggiano mentioned
these vacancies are listed on the
town website, www.hardwick-ma.
gov. These three commissions and
committees are looking for mem-
bers.

Town Administrator Report

Caggiano shared her report
with the Select Board and began
by mentioning new phones being
installed in the municipal build-
ing. There will be a department
meeting for department members
to attend a demonstration on the
new phone system.

Caggiano also mentioned the

See HARDWICK, page 5

www.barregazette.turley.com

GAZETTE

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com

during the workshop.
Co-Op welcomes
Deer Meadow Farm

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK - The Hardwick
Farmers Co-Op Exchange hosted
a maple syrup workshop this past
weekend.

Presenting an introduc-
tion to maple sugaring is the
Julian Family, the operators of
Deer Meadow Farm in Warren.
Richard, Debra and Kylee Julian
were at the Co-Op as it was their
farm’s second year providing a
workshop.

Richard Julian began the
workshop by sharing the history
of maple sugaring.

The process of maple sugaring
was not new to Massachusetts

when the Pilgrims landed in

1620. Native American have been
making sugar from the sweet sap
of maple trees for years.

One of the most popular sto-
ries about the origin of maple
sugaring is an Iroquois legend
about Chief Woksis’ tomahawk.
Another known historical fact is
the sweetness was discovered by
eating “sapcicles,” icicles of fro-
zen sap from the end of a broken
twig.

Richard Julian also explained
the reasoning behind why the
process is known as “sugaring”
and not “syruping.”

Cane sugar was produced
in the British Caribbean using
slave labor and taxes were high
on the sugar. In the late 18th
century, Quakers began to pro-
mote maple sugar as an alterna-
tive to slave-produced can sugar.

See MAPLE SUGARING,
page 7
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The Julian Family are the proud operators of Deer Meadow Farm in Warren and brought samples of their maple syrup

Kylee Julian handed out samples of their maple syrup made
at Deer Meadow Farm in Warren.
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FY 26 school
budget
proposed

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette @turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD
— Superintendent Timothy
McCormick presented the pro-
posed fiscal year 2026 operating
budget to the School Committee.

“This is the first draft,”
McCormick said at the Jan. 27
meeting. “This is a like a draft
budget that will evolve.”

To develop the proposed bud-
get, McCormick said he followed
three guiding principles, including
budget accuracy and transparency,
inclusive planning and resource
management.

“This is a starting point...
we have several months to go,”
he said, prior to the budget being
approved at town meeting.

McCormick outlined the school
district’s strategic objectives to
build the budget: curriculum and
instruction enhancement, meeting
the needs of all students and fos-
tering a sense of belonging.

McCormick said he is recom-
mending an $8,227,837.31 FY 26
budget, which is a 17% increase
over the prior year’s approved
budget. The three major drivers
of the budget continue to be spe-
cial education increases, salary
increases and additional costs for
all transportation.

Salaries are projected to
account for 69.4% of the total FY
26 budget and 29.9% of the total
increase.

“You can see that salaries are
the bulk of our entire budget here,”
he said.

Special education costs, which
account for $1,747,887.69 of the
FY 26 budget, are expected to

See SCHOOL COMMITTEE,
page 5

Quaboag Hills chamber hosted Baystate CEO at breakfast

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette @turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - Last
Tuesday morning, the Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
hosted its Chamber Breakfast
at Christopher Heights of
Belchertown, with guest speaker
Peter Banko, president and CEO
of Baystate Health.

Chamber CEO James Przypek
opened the event by acknowl-
edging and thanking the event’s
presenting sponsor, Superior
Plus Propane, and underwrit-
ers Country Bank, J. Stolar
Insurance Agency, Monson
Savings Bank, Behavioral Health
Network, Christopher Heights of
Belchertown and Westfield Bank.

Przypek also welcomed state
Rep. Todd Smola to speak at the
breakfast, sharing an update about
the climate of state and local gov-
ernment, and the importance of
having access to healthcare and
how the closure of Mary Lane
Hospital in Ware has affected the
region.

“We’re very much impacted
by the closure of that facility,”

||04879 13177|

Smola said.

Smola also spoke about the
importance of the Quaboag Hills
Chamber of Commerce and its
support of local businesses.

“The chamber is strong,”
Smola said, crediting Przypek for
the chamber’s continued growth.

Przypek then welcomed Banko,
who recently pledged to iden-
tify a space in Ware to house a
Convenient Care facility, staffed
with up to three physicians.

“We think about healthcare
a lot,” Przypek said, referenc-
ing staff shortages, the COVID-
19 pandemic, rising prescription
costs and hospital closures. “It’s a
statewide and national condition.”

Banko, who is the fourth CEO
for Baystate Health and the first to
be hired from the outside, spoke
about Baystate Health’s role as an
academic medical center and its
affiliation with the UMass Chen
Medical School. He said Baystate
Health also invests about $50 mil-
lion in research.

“We’ve got a lot of great phy-
sicians,” Banko said, adding that
Baystate Health provides a “com-
munity safety net” through behav-
ioral health services and more.

“If you can’t get it at Baystate,
you’re likely going to Boston,” he
said.

Banko spoke about some of
the changes that have occurred
at Baystate Health since he
took over its leadership in June
of 2024, including the decision
to keep its not-for-profit health
insurer Health New England,
after its $165 million sale to
Point32Health was announced in
February of 2024.

Bank said Baystate Health is
planning to invest in Health New
England.

“The intent is to grow it,”
Banko said of Health New
England.

Banko noted the “intense
pride and loyalty” found within
Baystate Health, but how it has
faced many challenges including
financial strains and meeting the
needs of an aging and declining
population.

“Massachusetts is a tough state
to operate in,” he said. “We’ve had
our financial challenges here over
the last three years.”

Banko said the 65+ commu-
nity is growing, and more so the
75+ and 85+, all of which presents
unique challenges to healthcare.

“The older you get, the more
likely you are to have a chronic
condition,” he said.

Banko touched on some of the
areas where Baystate Health needs
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Baystate Health President and CEO Peter Banko was the guest
speaker at the Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce’s break-
fast held at Christopher Heights of Belchertown on Jan. 28.

to improve, including increasing
outpatient services and keeping
current with the digital age of
healthcare.

Baystate Health has also
embarked on a financial journey,
which Banko said is “causing us
to make a lot of tough decisions.”

He said this includes selling
assets, such as Baystate Health’s
laboratory to Labcorp in 2024,

and the now reversed decision to
sell Health New England.

Banko said Baystate Health is
looking at fixing its financial situ-
ation to the tune of $225-250 mil-
lion over the next few years, add-
ing that two-thirds of its expenses
are its staffing. He said part of the
plan is to look at corporate over-
head.

The closure of Mary Lane

Hospital in Ware was “an unfor-
tunate situation,” Banko said, with
about 30% of small hospitals at
risk of closing nationwide.

“We’ve been working since
August or September to try and
get healthcare back [in Ware],
Banko said.

Banko said while Baystate
Health is looking at possible sites
in Ware, there may also be some
opportunity to do something with
the Wetherby building on the
Mary Lane Hospital campus.

“The primary focus is we’re
looking for a site that doesn’t take
a lot of work to get in,” he said.

Opposition to Baystate
Health’s presence in town from
the Friends of Mary Lane Hospital
has resulted in a cease and desist
being served to that organization’s
leadership, Banko said.

“We should be working togeth-
er,” he said.

Banko said Baystate Health has
work to do within its hospitals and
clinics, with strategic planning
ongoing since this past October.

“Access is out biggest oppor-
tunity,” Banko said. “Access
and coordinating care. We’ve
got access issues...there aren’t

See QUABOAG HILLS
CHAMBER, page 6
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Winter Market takes place Feb. 8

On Saturday, Feb. 8 from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. the Barre
Winter Market located in the Barre Town Hall, 2
Exchange St., Barre will take place. Other dates are
Saturday, March 8 and Saturday, April 12, all from 10
a.m.-1 p.m. This is the third year of the market. Local
crafters and farmers sell their crafts and products. For
more information, people may call Celia at 978-355-
0139 or email rebellbathandbeyond @ gmail.

Food Pantry distributions

The next two Barre Food Pantry distributions will
occur on Wednesday, Feb. 12 from 10-11:30 a.m.
and on Thursday, Feb. 20 from 5:30-7 p.m. Clients
are invited to pick up groceries from the food pan-
try either in the morning on Wednesday, Feb. 12 or
in the evening on Thursday, Feb. 20 whichever is
more convenient for them. In order to maintain safe
physical distances between volunteers and between
volunteers and clients Feb. 12 and Feb. 20 will again
be “drive-through” style distributions. Clients will
line up in their vehicles on Park Street and proceed
into the right hand (east) entrance driveway of the
Barre Congregational Church. They will remain in
their cars. They’ll drive up and be checked in by a
volunteer, then continue up to the church building
where their groceries will be put into the trunk or
wayback of their vehicle by volunteers at multiple
stations.

Barre Dining Center

BARRE — Elder Services of Worcester Area
Nutrition Program welcomes guests to dine at
the Barre Senior Center, 557 South Barre Road.
The following meals will be served for the week
of Feb. 10. Lunches are back at the senior center,
but require a pre-sign up. Volunteers are needed
at the Barre dining site. Volunteers are needed
for Meals on Wheels (mileage reimbursement)
and in the kitchen. People should contact 978-
355-5027.

MONDAY - Meatloaf and gravy, mashed
potatoes, mixed vegetables, fresh fruit, pumper-
nickel bread

TUESDAY - Hot dog on bun, baked beans,
coleslaw, baked apples, mustard

WEDNESDAY - Shepherd’s pie, carrots,
peas, chocolate pudding, diet = sugar free choco-
late pudding, marble rye bread

THURSDAY - Lemon pepper haddock,
O’Brien potatoes, summer corn, Mandarin
oranges, apple cinnamon muffin

FRIDAY - Valentine’s Day Chicken Picatta,
wild rice, roasted Brussels sprouts, cheesecake
mousse, whole wheat bread

*Higher sodium entree Meal includes milk
and margarine. Menus are subject to change. All
meals are served at about 11:45 a.m. each week-
day. Reservations should be made the day before
by calling 978-355-5027 before 10:30 a.m. The
donation of $3.00 per meal helps keep the pro-
gram running.

New Braintree Library
holds story time Feb. 17

NEW BRAINTREE — The New Braintree Public
Library, 45 Memorial Drive, is offering a story time
program for preschoolers on Monday, Feb. 17 begin-
ning at 9 a.m.

The program’s focus is on President’s Day. The
readings will include “T am George Washington” and “I
am Abraham Lincoln,” both by Brad Meltzer and part
of the Ordinary People Change the World series. This
is a reading and crafts program.

Parental supervision is required. People may call the
library at 508-867-7650 during regular business hours
for more information.

McNeely Tree Service

Insured ¢ References

¢ Hazardous Tree Removal

¢ Stump Grinding

¢ Bobcat Work

¢ Lot Clearing ® Storm work
¢ Furnace Wood

* Firewood $275/cord -
¢ 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR

¢ Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  C: 978-888-1693

Barre Food Pantry holds
distributions on Feb. 12

BARRE - The next two
Barre Food Pantry distributions
will occur on Wednesday, Feb.
12 from 10-11:30 a.m. and on
Thursday, Feb. 20 from 5:30-7
p-m.

Clients are invited to pick
up groceries from the food pan-
try either in the morning on
Wednesday, Feb. 12 or in the
evening on Thursday, Feb. 20
whichever is more convenient
for them.

The Barre Food Pantry volun-
teers strive to continue to fulfill
their mission to get food to hun-
gry and food insecure clients.
The pantry must also continue
to protect clients, volunteers and
the larger community from the
spread of disease viruses.

Many clients and volunteers
are classified as high-risk due
to their age and/or underlying
health conditions. The Barre
Food Pantry Board of Directors
has considered changing how
the pantry currently operates,
but has decided that the most

responsible path forward is to
continue to operate as they have
since March of 2020.

In order to maintain safe
physical distances between
volunteers and between volun-
teers and clients Feb. 12 and
Feb. 20 will again be “drive-
through” style distributions.
Clients will line up in their
vehicles on Park Street and
proceed into the right hand
(east) entrance driveway of the
Barre Congregational Church.
They will remain in their
cars. They’ll drive up and be
checked in by a volunteer, then
continue up to the church build-
ing where their groceries will
be put into the trunk or wayback
of their vehicle by volunteers at
multiple stations.

Based on the success of
distributions so far, the Food
Pantry volunteers believe this
“drive-through” style is the saf-
est possible way to get food to
clients and to help keep every-
one well.

On Tuesday night, Feb. 11 at
5 p.m. the Barre Food Pantry
will be gathering volunteers
at the Barre Congregational
Church to unload incoming gro-
ceries from their truck, to sort
through donated groceries, to
pre-fill grocery bags and in other
ways to prepare for the distribu-
tion the following morning. If
people can help pitch in for an
hour on the Feb. 7, they should
call Sonja Blaney at 978-355-
6921.

People should not arrive to
volunteer on Feb. 11, 12 or 20
without first contacting Sonja
Blaney at 978-355-6921or
Chuck Radlo at 978-355-6463.

Because conditions have
been changing rapidly, please
continue to check for updates
on the Barre Food Pantry web-
site by visiting http://www.
barrefoodbank.org/index.htm
and the Barre Food Pantry
Facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/Barre-Food-
Pantry-100156068300314/.

Trustees introduce new library director

It may have taken us a while,
but we’re delighted to have
hired a capable, energetic, and
well-rounded Library Director,
Lia Tulip.

Lia grew up in Somerville,
a city 4-5 miles northwest of
Boston.

As a young girl, she was an
avid reader. She was particularly
drawn to children’s historical fic-
tion. As little kids often do, Lia
thought about what she wanted
to be when she grew up.

Her first thought was that
she would like to be a paleon-
tologist. She had a really nice
dinosaur collection, headlined
by “Steggy,” her pet stegosau-
rus. Then, after a visit to a local
museum with mummies, tombs,
and pyramids, Lia decided to
be an Egyptologist so she could
study everything related with
Egypt.

Next, she considered becom-
ing a cardiologist. She loved
looking at books that showed
how the human body worked.
This may have been encour-
aged by Lia’s accompanying her
grandmother to many medical
appointments.

Once Lia began her high
school years, she was drawn to
theater. Her love of theater still
burns brightly today.

She participated in track and
field events, specializing in run-

ning sprints and
throwing the jav-
elin. Despite her
busy schedule,
Lia worked at the
Somerville Public
Library as a new
book processor.
She discovered that
she enjoyed work-
ing with young
adults, in particular.

their elementa-
ry years. They are
now attending
North Brookfield
Junior-Senior High
School.

Her oldest will
graduate in June.
Her middle child
plays basketball.
Her youngest has
a lot of interests,

Perhaps this
job kindled a keen
interest in public
libraries that would
grow over the next
several years.

Lia began her
undergraduate education at
Emmanuel College in Boston.
At first, she was unsure about
what she wanted to pursue. She
began to study journalism, but
soon decided that wasn’t for her.

Lia knew that she loved the-
ater and books, so she switched
her focus to writing and litera-
ture with a concentration in the-
ater arts. Lia flourished. She par-
ticipated in acting and costume
design while on campus. As a
senior, she directed the college
play, “The Importance of Being
Earnest”.

For the past 15 years, Lia and
her three children have lived in
North Brookfield. She homes-
chooled all three throughout

Submitted Photo
Lia Tulip is the new
Library Director at
the Haston Free
Public Library.

especially dancing.

With such a
busy schedule, it’s
hard to imagine
that Lia can find
time for her own
interests, but she
does. She loves to bake. Gluten-
free is her specialty. She loves
outdoor activities such as kaya-
king and fishing in nearby lakes.
She enjoys hiking, foraging for
mushrooms, and tending her
vegetable garden.

Lia is very excited about
becoming our new Director. She
states, “I love the idea about cre-
ating a space where everyone
feels welcome and supported...
This feels like a great opportuni-
ty to make a difference in a place
I truly care about.”

We feel so too, Lia. Welcome
aboard!

Peg Bodine, Chair

Haston Library Trustees

Medicare 101 educational event to be held

NORTH BROOKFIELD - The
North Brookfield Senior Center
will be hosting an educational
presentation on Thursday, March
13 at 11 a.m. at the senior center
located at 29 Forest St., for cur-
rent beneficiaries and for those
who will soon be eligible for
Medicare.

The information is specif-
ic to Massachusetts. The session

will run approximately one hour,
including time for questions.

The presentation will be con-
ducted by Ed Spater, a licensed
Insurance agent, who will
explain the basics of Medicare
including:

e Why it’s important to evalu-
ate your current Medicare cover-
age each year

e The pros and cons of each of

your Medicare coverage options

* What to consider when
deciding which Medicare cover-
age option is right for you

* Ways to save money and
get better Medicare coverage in
2024

For accommodations of per-
sons with special needs at meet-
ings call 774-271-5199 or 711 for
TTY callers.

$3u\k Trash Re Are you having difficulty communicating
o "’ob with your partner, struggling with
) Yy . . .
S boundaries, and healthy relationships?

Clean Out Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts
Anthunr " Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Shed, Pool &
}r‘oﬁ 7(417 Q&M,ova)&/

We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Hubbardston

Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

Dog licenses, burn permits and census
will be online

Over the next few months, the town of Hubbardston
will be rolling out permits and other applications
online. The first license roll-out will be embarking on
is the licensing of The town’s dogs. Dog license appli-
cations are available online by visiting https://www.
hubbardstonma.gov/town-clerk/pages/dog-licenses.
From within the online dog license application, people
will need to upload a photo of their dog’s rabies cer-
tification as well as having the added bonus of being
able to pay online from within the application, rather
than going to a separate site and having to create a
separate account. There will still be an additional $1
fee for postage. If residents choose to mail in a check
(made out to Town of Hubbardston), they should pro-
vide an addressed, stamped envelope for the office to
mail their dog’s tag. Licenses will be emailed to the
email address people provide during the application
process.Dogs must be liensed by April 1. Dogs not
licensed by May 1 will face a $25 late fee. Residents
70 plus years of age are exempt from payment.

Open-air burning permits will not be mailed out to
residents this year. They are available online by visit-
ing https://hfd15.burnpermits.com/ or peope can pick
up a paper copy at the Town Clerk’s office. Please mail
permit application and check (made out to Town of
Hubbardston) to Fire Department, 7 Main Street, Unit
5, or drop off at 48 Gardner Road Fire Station.

The Town Clerk’s office will be closed all day
Thursday, Feb. 6. People may still pick up a burn per-
mit during the town clerk’s closure, as the Assessor’s
Clerk will still be in-office.

The town municipal census will have been mailed
out to all residents by Monday, Feb. 3.

Agricultural Commission workshop

The Hubbardston Agricultural Commission will
hold a workshop on “Raising Chickens: Everything
You Want to Know” on Wednesday, Feb. 19 from
6:30-8 p.m. in the Hubbardston Senior Center, 7 Main
St. Light refreshments will be available. People plan-
ning on attending should email Cathy Hansgate at
ladybugfarmproduce @ gmail.com.

Senior Center

The Hubbardston Senior Center, 7A Main St.,
events include: Bingo from 12:30-3 p.m. on Mondays;
Knitting Group at 10 a.m. every Tuesday at 10 a.m.
and WiiBowling beginning at 8:30 a.m. every Monday
and Wednesday beginning at 8:30 a.m. Eggs may be
picked up on Thursdays at 8:30 a.m. in the Senior
Center. Cribbage is played on Thursdays from 1:30-3
p.m. Pitch is played the first and third Friday of the
month at 6:30 p.m. Art group meets every Friday at 9
a.m.

Person injured in early
morning house fire

HARDWICK - On Tuesday, Feb. 4 at 12:20 a.m.
New Braintree Regional Dispatch center received a
911 call from 8-10 Lower Road in Gilbertville report-
ing a fully involved house fire with a person trapped
on the second floor.

New Braintree Dispatch dispatched Hardwick Fire,
Hardwick-New Braintree Police along with mutual aid
New Braintree Fire and West Brookfield Ambulance.
With the known information dispatch automatically
started a second alarm fire response bringing mutual
aid to the scene.

Hardwick-New Braintree Police Officer Andrew
Ronnau arrived in under two minutes of dispatch con-
firming the working structure fire and that the house
was fully engulfed. Ronnau forced entry in a back
door but was unable to make entry because of the
heavy smoke and fire.

Finding an adult female trapped on the second floor
of the house by a window Ronnau was able to get the
female to jump out of the window to him. Ronnau
then dragged the victim away from the back of the
house, up an embankment to the roadway where he
began rendering first aid.

Officer Kendall Perrault of the West Brookfield
Police arrived and began assisting in medical aid.

Hardwick Fire Deputy Chief Nicholas Gaumond
arrived and requested a third alarm assignment with
Hardwick Fire Chief Josh Pease arriving shortly after
him. Aggressive defensive fire attack was started by
Hardwick and New Braintree Fire units waiting on
their mutual aid partners.

West Brookfield Ambulance arrived taking
patient care from the police officers. The victim was
transported to a local landing zone where LifeStar
Helicopter transported her to Brigham and Women’s
Hospital in Boston for treatment.

Her current condition is currently unknown.

Hardwick Fire and mutual aid companies remained
on scene until 11 a.m. The building collapsed during
the start of the fire; Hardwick Highway responded
with heavy equipment to assist the fire departments on
scene.

This fire is under investigation by Troopers
assigned to the State Fire Marshals Office, Hardwick

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Compare Our Rates
References Provided

ed

Fire and Hardwick-New Braintree Police. No cause
has been determined.

Hardwick-New Braintree Police were also assisted
by Massachusetts State Police as Route 32 was closed
until 5 a.m.

THE CENTERED PLACE

SINCE 1988

Yoga & Meditation Classes

Offering both onsite and online classes

HARDWOOD FLOORS
Luxury Vinyl Plank ¢ Install & Refinish e Stains

Voted Best Yoga in the region by
Town & Country Living Magazine

Corrections policy

The Barre Gazette will gladly correct factual
errors that appear in this paper. Corrections or
clarifications will always appear on Page 2. To
request a orrection, send information to Editor
Ellenor Downer at barrenews @turley.com or call
978-355-4000. Corrections may also be request-
ed in writing at Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448,
Barre, MA 01005.

YOGA
FOR
EVERY
BoDy

Bathroom Remodeling ® We Supply Flooring

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,
open and energized.

Installed e Finished e Gustom Designed Floors
Come experience this for yourself.

General Carpentry e Water Damage Restoration
We Install New & Refurbish 0Id Stairs

Michael P. Gabaree 508-886-4767
Owner - Operator 508-320-4744
gabeshardwoodfloors.com

413 436 7374
286 BRIDGE ST, WARREN MA

WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM
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PuBLIC MEETINGS

BARRE

Board of Health — Feb. 10 at 5 p.m.

Water Commission — Feb. 10 at 6:30 p.m.

DPW Commission — Feb. 10 at 7 p.m.

Cable Advisory Council — Feb. 11 at 7 p.m.

Conservation Committee — Feb 11 at 7 p.m.

Insurance Advisory Committee — Feb. 12 at 4 p.m.
and Feb. 27 at 1:30 p.m.

250th Anniversary Committee — Feb. 12 at
6:30 p.m.

Library Trustees — Feb. 12 at 6:30 p.m.

Barre Housing Authority — Feb.. 13 at 1 p.m.

Board of Registrars — Feb. 18 at 4:15 p.m.

Select Board — Feb. 18 at 6 p.m.

Cemetery Commission — Feb. 27 at 11 a.m.

Election Day — April 7 from 8 a.m.-8 p.m.

HARDWICK

Paige Library Trustees — Feb. 6 at 7 p.m.
Parks and Recreation Committee — Feb. 10

at 10 a.m.
Planning Board — Feb. 11 at 6:30 p.m.
Board of Health — Feb. 11 at 6:45 p.m.
Gilbertville Public Library — Feb. 12 at 4 p.m.
Conservation Commission — Feb. 12 at 6:30 p.m.
Master Plan Steering Committee — Feb. 13

at 6:30 p.m.
Gilbertville Water District — Feb. 18 at 5:30 p.m.

HUBBARDSTON

Board of Library Trustees Feb. 6 at 7 p.m.

2024-2025 Policy Subcommittee — Feb. 10
at 4:30 p.m.

Council on Aging — Feb. 18 at 4 p.m.

NORTH BROOKFIELD

Post Owner/Architect/Contractor Meeting —
Feb. 16, Feb. 13, Feb. 20 and Feb. 27 at 3 p.m.

Finance Committee — Feb. 6 at 6 p.m.

Board of Assessors — Feb. 10 at 9:30 a.m.

Council on Aging — Feb. 10 at 2 p.m.

Board of Selectmen — Feb. 11 and 25 at 6 p.m.

Planning Board — Feb. 19 at 6 p.m.

OAKHAM

Board of Health — Feb. 11 at 7 p.m.
Council on Aging — Feb. 14 and March 14 at noon
Planning Board — March 18 at 7 p.m.

PETERSHAM

Select Board — Feb. 6 at 5:45 p.m., Feb. 13,
Feb. 20, Feb. 27, March 6, March 13 and
March 27 at 5:30 p.m.

Advisory Finance Committee — Feb. 6 at 6 p.m.

Board of Health — Feb. 6 at 6 p.m.

Council on Aging — Feb. 10 at 10 a.m.

Cemetery Commission — Feb. 11 at 10 a.m.

Petersham Historic District — Feb. 20 at 6 p.m.

Board of Assessors — Feb. 28 at 9 a.m.

RUTLAND

Finance Committee — Feb. 6 at 6:30 p.m.

Planning Board — Feb. 6 at 6:30 p.m.

Select Board — Feb 6 at 6:30 p.m.

Special Town Meeting — Feb. 6 at 7 p.m.

Planning Board Hearing — Feb. 11 and Feb. 25
at 6:30 p.m.

Birds on the Range
offered Feb. 15

AMHERST - Birds on the Range will be held
on Saturday, Feb. 15 at 1 p.m. at The Notch Visitor
Center, Holyoke Range State Park, 1500 West St.,
Route 116.

Get a close-up look at owls and other birds of prey
with Tom Ricardi, a licensed rehabilitator and wildlife
biologist, and learn about the great work being done
at the Massachusetts Birds of Prey Rehabilitation
Center, which cares for injured birds.

Come and see what birds can be found here on the
Range.

Editorial
deadline
reminder

Lions Club partners with Monty Tech
students for blood drive

FITCHBURG - The
Petersham Lions Club in part-
nership with the Montachusett
Regional Technological High
School in Fitchburg sponsored a
blood drive with Massachusetts
General Hospital Bloodmobile
on Saturday, Jan. 25.

It was a chilly day, but the
drive was a huge success. Fifty
units of blood were collected
with 11 students being among
those who became life savers
with their donations.

This is the third year that
the Petersham Lions Club and
Monty Tech have collaborated in
offering the blood drive. Lynne
Shaw RN, from the Petersham
Lions Club, serves to coordinate
the event with the Massachusetts
General Hospital Blood Center
and Principal Dayna Carlson
works with the students in the
National Honor Society to spread
the word and encourage donors
to sign up.

The January event was
led by NHS students Isabella
Demar, Bridget Divoll and
Evan McGrath. They were
joined by their fellow students:
Grace Williams, Joe Zelly,
Olivia Michaud, Lily McEvoy,
Kharielle Gasqui, Ivan Barnard,
Kim Chincha, Vondelle Nkrunah
,Kayli Arsenault, Joelle Ablaza,
and Sophia Carlson. The next
Blood Drive will be Saturday,
May 3 and Sophia Carlson will
be the Monty Tech lead for the
event.

MGH is the only mobile
blood drive in the state. MGH’s
bloodmobile is a self-contained
bus that has four recliners for
those donating, wonderful friend-
ly and highly experienced staff
of registered nurses and phle-
botomists. They offer drinks and

snacks afterwards for donors.

The entire process takes 30-45
minutes including complet-
ing paperwork, a prescreening
by a Bloodmobile staff member
and the actual donation, which
itself takes only about 10 min-
utes. Donors are able to book
appointments on line through
the MGH Bloodmobile website
https://blooddonor.massgeneral.
org/donor/schedules/drive_sched-
ule/6173. Each time slot has
between two and four donation
openings.

The exclusion criteria are also
listed on the website and with
the advancements in blood test-
ing, processing and medical care,
there are very few exceptions. If
you thought you were not eligi-
ble to donate, please check the
new guidelines as you may now
qualify.

A member of the Petersham
Lions Club donated at
Montachusett Regional Technical
High School (Monty Tech) sev-
eral years ago and as a med-
ical professional was highly
impressed with the efficiency,
safety and professionalism of
the event. This prompted the
Petersham Lions Club to sponsor
a drive.

Due to national blood safe-
ty regulations, the Bloodmobile
has defined time and mileage
requirements to be able to get
the bus and staff to the location
and the donated blood back to the
MGH blood bank for processing.
This eliminated Petersham as a
location for the bloodmobile, so
the Club contacted Monty Tech
to be the co-sponsor. The idea
was embraced by the Principal
and the Honor Society as their
Senior Class project and this has
become an annual event, with

two drives now planned each
school year, one on the spring
and one in the fall.

Blood cannot be manufac-
tured or created. Only a person
can donate blood. One pint can
serve up to three adults and even
more children and babies. Blood
is needed for those with medi-
cal conditions needing regular
transfusions, surgery patients,
and trauma victims. It could go
to a newborn just fighting to stay
alive, a young child battling leu-
kemia, a teen in a car accident,
a young woman with anemia, a
middle-aged man with a bleed-
ing ulcer or an elderly woman
having a heart operation. You just
never know who it may be. But
what you do know, is that your
blood will go to help someone
in need. Your blood can be made
available to someone in need
within 24-48 hours after donat-
ing.  According to facts from
the MGH Blood Center, about a
pint of blood is taken and adults
have between 9 and 12 pints.
Your body will replace the blood
within 24 hours. You need only
wait eight weeks between dona-
tions, so you can give often, up
to six times a year. Less than
3% of the population donates,
yet 80% will need a transfusion
of one or more units in their life-
time. In less than an hour you
can save up to three lives.

The next Petersham Lions
Club/Monty Tech drive will be
Saturday, May 3 at Montachusett
Technical High School. Sign
up is on the MGH Blood donor
website by visiting https://blood-
donor.massgeneral.org/donor/
schedules/drive_schedule/6173.
The Lions and Monty Tech hope
to see you at the blood drive.

EQLT hosts ‘Kids’ Wonder Workshop’

HARDWICK - The East
Quabbin Land Trust will host
a Kids’ Wonder Workshop
during school vacation week,
on Thursday, Feb. 20 from 1-3
p-m. at EQLT’s office, 120
Ridge Road.

Open to children of all ages,
activities will be held indoors
and outside and include:

Sap to Syrup, a demonstra-
tion of a small-scale “back-
woods approach” to selecting
and tapping a tree, drawing sap
and creating syrup.

Exploring the Forest Play
Trail, the Forest Play Trail, cre-
ated for elementary-aged chil-

dren, is a discovery trail near
the EQLT office that children
can visit anytime, year-round.

Rock Painting after discov-
ering and gaining inspiration
from the Kindness Rocks along
the Forest Play Trail, children
will have the opportunity to
paint their own Kindness Rocks
to take home.

Animal Tracks and Wildlife
Sign see and learn about var-
ious animal tracks and speci-
mens indoors, then head out-
side to look for animal tracks
and other wildlife sign.

S’mores Making, creat-
ing these timeless treats over

an open, outdoor fire. Other
healthy snacks will also be
available.

The outdoor activities will
be held on the hillside next to
the EQLT office in both wood-
ed and open grassy areas.
Children should have sturdy,
warm footwear, be dressed for
the weather and bring their
curiosity.

They should RSVP via
email atrevvett@eqlt.org if
they would like to attend. In the
event of inclement weather, the
Kids’ Wonder Workshop will
be moved to the following day,
Friday, Feb. 21 from 1-3 p.m.

Friends of Library present finding

NEW BRAINTREE - On
Sunday, Feb. 16 at 2 p.m. the
Friends of the New Braintree
Library will present Finding
William Lewis in the New
Braintree Town Hall, 20
Memorial Drive.

Bruce Craven and Christie
Higginbottom will relate how
they found the William Lewis

William Lewis

documents. They will introduce
William through an examination
of his writings: his daily journal
entries and accounts, including
tanning and currying accounts,
book sales records, accounts of
wife Abby’s work sewing bed
ticks and the records of daily
work on the farm.

This program is funded by

the Hardwick/New Braintree
Cultural Council, a local agency
which is supported by the Mass
Cultural Council, a State agen-
cy. This program is free and
open to the public. If it snows,
this program will be held on
Sunday, May 18. If people have
any questions, they may call Deb
Morrison at 508-867-3324.

Places to go... Things to do...

Oakham

Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

Fire Department to hold senior lunch

The Oakham Fire Department invites senior citi-
zens to join them at the Fire Station on Friday, March
21 at 12.30 p.m. for lunch. Seniors should let the
Council on Aging know if they can attend either by
e-mailing COA @QOakham-Ma.gov or calling the
Senior Center at 508-882-4073.

Podiatry clinic

Oakham Podiatry 2025 Clinics are by appointment
only. Seniors may call Oakham Senior Center at 508-
882-4073 and their call will be returned by a podiatry
clinic volunteer. All clinics at Oakham Senior Center
from 9 a.m.- 2:30 p.m. Schedule for February, March
and April are: Mondays, Feb. 10 and Feb. 24; Monday,
March 17 and Mondays, April 14 and 21.

Sand for seniors

The Oakham Fire Department is offering to deliv-
er salt and sand buckets to their door to help seniors
during this cold and icy weather.To take up the Fire
Department on this generous offer, seniors may call
the Oakham Fire Department at 508-882-5218.

Church breakfast

The Oakham Congregational Church, 4 Coldbrook
Road, will hold a benefit breakfast on Saturday, Feb. 8
from 8 to 9:30 a.m. The menu will include pancakes,
sausage, scrambled eggs, strawberries, orange juice,
coffee, tea and hot chocolate. Donations will go to
benefit the fire victims in California.

Senior Center actvities

Oakham Senior Center activities in February incu-
de: Monday, Feb. 10 and Feb. 24 podiatry from
9 a.m.-2.30 p.m., reservations required; Monday
through Thursdays at 9 a.m. walking group, meet at
Senior Center and on Tuesdays through Thursdays
at 1la.m. walking group meet at Senior Center. On
cold days, the walking groups will walk to tapes
inside the Senior Center.Other activities are Tuesdays
from Feb. 4 to March 4 Yoga at 12.30 p.m.; Tuesday,
Feb. 18 Blood Pressure/Glucose Testing from 11
a.m. -noon; Wednesdays Zumba Gold 9 a.m. in
the Rutland Senior Center - $2 donation per class;
Thursday, Feb. 13 blood pressure 11 a.m.; Thursday,
Feb. 20 SHINE from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. reservations
are required; Thursdays at noon Weigh in support
weight loss group and Fridays Functional Fitness
10.30 a.m. at the New Braintree Town Hall - $2
donation per class.

Friday, Feb. 7 at 12.30 p.m. lasagna potluck lunch
at Senior Center. Lasagna provided, salads, bread,
and desserts welcome. Seniors may sign up for the
potluck in the main room of the Senior Center.

Hot Lunches are offered at the Senior Center
dining area Monday through Thursday at 11.30 a.m.
Reservations are needed at least two days in advance
and can be made through the Congregate Meal
Coordinator from 9 a.m. to 12.15 p.m. by calling
508-882-4072.

New this month is SNAP benefit information and
sign up on Feb. 18 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. This is open
to all Oakham Citizens and not limited to seniors.
If those who can’t get to the Senior Center to sign
up for the potluck lunch or to make reservations
required for some offerings or for more information
on offerings, seniors may call the Senior Center
508-882-4073 and leave a message or email COA @
Oakham-MA.gov.

Congregational
church to hold
pancake supper

RUTLAND - A Mardi Gras pancake supper will be
held at the Rutland Congregational Church, 264 Main
St., on Saturday, March 1 at 5:30 p.m.

People will enjoy all you can eat pancakes along
with bacon, sausage and fruit. Gluten free pan-
cakes will be available. Music will be provided by
The Rutland Jazz Band and the Church Bell Choir.
There will be raffles and games.

Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 ages 3-12 and free
under 3. People should call the church at 508-886-
4453 to reserve tickets.

Deadline for
e-mailed press
releases is noon on
Monday. Deadline for
hard copy is noon on
Friday.

VALENTINE SPECIAL

Fajitas for 2

with 2 Drinks
$40

Eat In Only

WE SERVICE ALL
MAJOR BRAND
APPLIANCES

NAME BRAND
APPLIANCES & TV'S AT
WAREHOUSE PRICES

287 Main Street
Gardner

978-632-0241

$50

Big Game Platter @
Eat In or Take Out \Q

491 Main Street

978-830-0001
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Open 7 Days
11:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
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Valentine’s Day

SPECIALS

See Our Website

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF

Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram
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Pop Up! Make Your Own Flower Bouquet Shop & Wine Tasting

Sund Noon - 3 p.m. No tickets required.
it @ GALENTINE’S DAY CHARCUTERIE ® 3 p.m. Tickets required.

o
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Monday Trivia Night 6:30 p.m. - Wednesday, Music Bingo 6:30 p.m.

Prime Rib

Thursdays, Fridays
& Saturdays

Sip

EST. 2022

COUNTRY CLUB

& Paint

Feb. 11 & Feb. 25
tarting at 6:30 p.m.

Visit Our Website For More Details
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hardwickcrossing.com

262 Lower Road, Gilbertville
HARDWICK CROSSING
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774-757-8907
Pro Shop 774-261-2634
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By Ellenor Downer

Male and female hooded merganser

My daughter saw a pair of hooded mergansers on
the Ware River River on two different occasions.

She said, “They were riding those rapids to the
bridge and looked like they were having a blast. Then
they just hung out under the bridge.”

The hooded merganser is the smallest of the mer-
gansers at 18 inches long. It has a short thin bill and
crested head. The male has a black head, white fan
shaped patch within the crest, which is only visible
when the crest is raised. The flanks are brown and the
back black. It also has black vertical lines on its white
breast. The female is plan brown with a darker back
and red brown crest. The immature female looks like
the adult female and the immature male similar to the
female, but they some white in the crest.

Hooded mergansers dive underwater and eat small
fish, frogs, crustaceans, mollusks and aquatic insects.
Courtship begins in mid winter. Females do head
bobbing and pumping. Most male displays involve
crest raising. The male makes a frog like note and the
female makes a hoarse “gak.”

The female lays six to eight white eggs in a nest of
grasses and down placed in a tree cavity or nest box.
Mergansers summer on wooded rivers and lakes and
winters on similar locations as well as along the coast.

Ludlow birds

On Saturday, Jan. 25 a Ludlow resident emailed
about the birds in her backyard. She said, “The usual
visitors are purple finches, white-throated sparrows,
juncos, titmice, nuthatches, bluejays, mourning doves,
cardinals and red bellied woodpeckers. Yesterday Jan.
24, we had a cowbird at the feeder. We haven’t had
any visit us in the five years we’ve fed the birds in
winter. Just wondering it others in the area have seen a
cowbird this early.”

Bluebirds and northern flicker

I received an email on Sunday, Jan 26 from a
North Brookfield resident, She said, “I live in North
Brookfield, down on Lake Lashaway. I had five blue
birds and a northern flicker on my feeders this morn-
ing along with the usual birds. Early Spring?”

Brimfield birds

I received an email from a Brimfield resident on
Jan. 21. He said, “Today in the yard all the usual birds
were about however the junco flock has increased to
about 65 birds. Other not so commonly seen birds
were a Carolina wren, and a white-throated and a tree
sparrows.”

In another email he wrote, “Yes the blue jays sure
do like the peanuts. The titmice also get their

share. And once in awhile a red-bellied woodpecker
with show up and take a peanut. When I walk around
the yard there are a couple of places under a tree or
shrub where the ground is littered with empty peanut
shells.”

Birds in my yard

I continue to have the usual birds at my feeders
and suet feeder such as black capped chickadees, tit-
mice, white breasted nuthatches, downy woodpeckers,
mourning doves and blue jays. Now that it is February,
I expect to see male red-winged blackbirds.

I received a state of the art bird feeder equipped
with a camera for my birthday. I have not set it up yet.
I will take it down once bears come out of hibernation
because I would not want it destroyed.

People may report a bird sighting or bird related
experience by calling me at 413-967-3505, leaving a
message at extension 100, emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

NEWS & FEATURES

As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general
news, personality profiles, and community features that
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual
major community event features that we should always
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers
provide funding for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news or community features
for the Barre Gazette, please email edowner@turley.com.

A TURLEY PUBLICATION
www.turley.com
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For many students at Ruggles
Lane Elementary School in Barre,
peer pressure and substance abuse
are only words they hear about and
perhaps see examples in the media,
but for other local students it can
be very real and very present in
their everyday lives. The Project
Purple Initiative devoted consid-
erable time and effort over the last
few weeks.

The Barre Board of Selectmen
voted to deficit spend the snow
and ice accountants Numerous
snowstorms put the line items
even budget. Snow and ice are
the only accounts allowed to defi-
cit spend. The measure requires
approval by Selectmen and the
Finance Committee. The Finance
Committee met jointly with
Selectmen on Tuesday and it also
approved deficit spending for
the Department of Public Works
account.

The Woods Memorial Library,
a lively cultural center in the
heart of Barre, is now efficient-
ly air sealed with urethane foam
and insulted with cellulose. The
library, dedicated to public educa-
tion and community support, has
been a focus for the Barre Energy
Advisory Committee in fulfilling
some requirements for a state grant
for Green Communities.

25 years (Feb. 17, 2000)

Most Petersham voters were in a
generous mood on Valentines day,
approving a debt exclusion to fun
a new elementary school in town
179 to 93. Only 34% of the town’s
79@ registered voters cast ballots,
disappointing for officials who had
hoped that at least half the voters
would turn out. Town Clerk Diane
Cooley said she had expected a
larger turnout, as voters were told
a yes vote would mean an increase
in property taxes.

Whether it was an issue with the
building or the students, Quabbin’s
Middle School was a major topic
of discussion at last Thursday’s
School Committee meeting
held at Ruggles Lane School.
Superintendent Maureen Marshall
informed the school committee
that the “phantom odor” had struck
once again at Quabbin Regional
Middle School The odor, which
was first noticed as a fain smell
in the building’s library, is appar-
ently so bad the students have to
be dismissed early when it strikes.

LOOK BACK
Boston Post Cane recipient — 2022

cane to him.

James Farina, 97, of Rutland received the Boston Post
Cane for being the oldest citizen in town. Shiela Judkins,
Rutland Historical Society President and Chair of the
Rutland 300th Anniversary Committee presented the

Turley Publications File photo

Marshall stressed that while the
odor is extremely unpleasant, there
is no health threat to the students.

First Congregational Parish
Unitarian of Petersham will wel-
come new member son Sunday,
Feb. 20at 10 a.m. Rev. Adele
Smith-Penniman will speak on
“Iraq: A human Face,” the first in a
three-part series on peace and con-
flict issues globally, nationally and
in the local community.

38 years (Feb. 19, 1987)

Conserve Our Small Town
is preparing to confront the state
Department of Human Services
over proposed legislation that
would make receipt of infrastruc-
ture grant money dependent upon
a town’s williness to accept a pris-
on. A public hearing on proposed
legislation will be held from 7-10
p-m. on Thursday, Feb. 26 in the
Gardner Auditorium of the State
House in Boston. In order for a
town to get money to offset the
burden of having a prison in their
town, under the proposed regula-
tions, the community would have
to “let the prison proceed with-

out interference” and “pledge the
town’s approval and support of the
prison,” said COST.

“Do we want to keep county
government the same as it is now?
Should we reform it or should we
abolish it?” asked Dana Putnam.
Barre’s representative for the
Charter Commission, as he appeared
before the Barre Board of Selectmen
on Monday, Feb. 12. Putnam came
before the board to gain input on
the present way the county govern-
ment operates. Selectman Chair Earl
Sample voiced his preference for
reformation.

Marine Pvt. William B. Thomas,
son of Bernard and Ethailinda
Thomas of Hubbardston and
Marine Pfc. Arthur G. Sheldon Jr.
of Stetson Road, Barre completed
recruit training a the Marine Corp
Recruit Depot at Parris Island,
South Carolina. During the 11
week training cycle, Thomas and
Sheldon were taught the basics
of battlefield survival. They were
introduced to the typical daily
routine that they will experience
during their enlistment.

PERIODICAL POSTAGE PAID AT BARRE, MA

The Barre Gazette is a weekly newspaper published every Thursday by
Barre Gazette, Inc., with offices located at 5 Exchange St., Barre, MA 01005
and at 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069.Telephone at 978-355-4000 or FAX at

Election letters to the editor welcome

The Barre Gazette welcomes readers to participate in this year’s election campaigns by writing letters to the
editor for publication on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local residents endorsing candidates on the
ballot or discussing campaign issues should be sent to the Barre Gazette care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St.,
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to edowner@turley.com. Please include a daytime telephone
number for verification purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must be received by noon Monday to be considered
for that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No letters written by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters received is larger than the space available in the newspaper, or if the
letters become repetitive, the newspaper reserves the right to print a representative sample. No endorsement letters
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‘Spring’ into action with
these tasks

The groundhog determined we would have six
more weeks of winter. Is that really a surprise to any-
one?

I mean, as I write, it is only Feb. 2. But we gar-
deners are an impatient lot, and we so want to get our
hands back into the soft earth.

There are many tasks, albeit those that are behind
the scenes, that can be done now, so that when warm-
er weather does arrive, we can “spring” into action.

Take inventory

Last month I talked a lot about prepping for indoor
seed starting, first by taking inventory of our seeds
and then gathering the necessary supplies that go
along with that task. But what about our outdoor ven-
tures?

I have been busy shopping around for new IRT
mulch, greenhouse supplies and amendments. How
are you set on lime, grass seed, and fertilizers?

Plan to take advantage of preseason sales by know-
ing what you need ahead of time. Also, assess the
condition of your tools. Is your rototiller working its
best? Mine needs to be serviced.

By taking it to the repairman now, I’ll beat the
spring rush and avoid having to turn the garden over
by hand! The same goes for lawn mower blades. Have
these sharpened yearly for the healthiest possible turf.

Practice good garden hygiene

Regularly inspect summer bulbs that have been
stored away for the winter. Throw away any that are
rotten or moldy.

If you find a lot of these, consider moving what
is left to a drier location. On the other hand, dahlia
tubers will shrivel when conditions get too dry, mist
them with clean water to rehydrate.

It is also a good idea to take a close look at veg-
etables in storage. Squash with signs of rot can be
cooked and the flesh frozen for later use. Sprouts that
appear on potatoes should be rubbed off and used
before they soften.

Experiment with onions that have sprouted by
planting them outside once the ground thaws. This
vegetable is a biennial and will produce seed during
its second season.

If the sprouts come from an heirloom or open pol-
linated variety, save a few seeds come July and start
them this time next year! In the seedling stage, onions
thrive on ample nitrogen to develop thick tops that
will feed what we hope are big bulbs.

Perform appropriate garden chores

I am usually negligent in cutting down asparagus
foliage in the fall. Weather permitting I will get out
there and cut it back to its base soon, then haul off the
branches to prevent any bugs that overwintered there
from infesting this year’s spears.

It is also time to prune blueberries, apples and
grapes. Pruning can vary depending on the age and
health of your specimens. If you are not experienced
at it, consult any number of good books on the subject
before you head outdoors with your pruning shears
and loppers.

See GARDEN, page 6
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Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the newspaper plans to print stories about contested races for Congress, state
Senate, state House, district attorney and Governor’s Council during the weeks leading up to the election, as well as
a question-and-answer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political press releases will be
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in the Barre Gazette.
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Serenity Hill Sampler

by Jane McCauley

What are you making for your sweetheart for
Valentine’s Day.

Have you got your Valentine chocolate boxes for
years past to remind him of Valentine’s day? I have
them under a Christmas tree that is decorated with
Valentines and birds.

I’'m starting to get the forms for the income taxes
so that is the next thing I have to finish up. We have an
accountant do our taxes, but I have to gather the mate-
rial for him.

The handyman has been very helpful with the sev-
eral storms we have had. It is very icy on our long
driveway to our house on Serenity Hill.

I told the plow man we did not need it plowed until
we got 4 inches of snow and most of the storms have
been three inches or less, but ice has added up on the
driveway. We do have sand barrels along the driveway
with shovels in them in case anyone gets stuck.

I made a pot roast dinner in the crock pot and made
a mincemeat pie. I had not made one for years, but we
found some good mincemeat at a store that was going
out of business. I didn’t realize they don’t put meat in
mincemeat any more. I remember my former neigh-
bor Mrs. Meagher used to make her mincement with
green tomatoes and apples. I will have to dig out that
recipe.

I made a batch of milk chocolate brownies this
week from a mix. I found it was easy to cut them if
you run your knife around the edge of the baking dish
when the brownies are done and then turn them out
on a cutting board and then cut them into squares. I
also like to add walnuts or pecans to the batter before
baking.

I received some bread and pastries from the
Hubbardston Senior Center. The bread I got was garlic
bread which you baked for 10 minutes in a 350 degree
oven.

We get some nice recipes from the Hubbardston
Senior Times newsletter. Here is the one for February.

ASPARAGUS AND SHRIMP WITH PASTA

3 ounces of uncooked angel hair pasta

1/2 1b. uncooked shrimp

1/4 teaspoon salt

1/8 teaspoon crushed red pepper flakes

2 tablespoons olive oil

8 fresh asparagus spears, trimmed and cut into
2-inch pieces

1/2 cup sliced fresh mushrooms

1/4 cup chopped seeded tomatoes, peeled

4 garlic cloves, minced

2 teaspoon chopped green onion

1/2 cup white wine or chicken broth

1 and 1/2 teaspoon minced fresh basil

1 and 1/2 teaspoon minced fresh oregano

1 and 1/2 teaspoon minced fresh parsley

1 and 1/2 teaspoon minced fresh thyme

1/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese

Lemon wedges

Cook pasta according to package directions.
Sprinkle shrimp with salt and pepper flakes. In a large
skillet heat 1 tablespoon of oil over medium high
heat. Add shrimp, stir until pink, two to three minutes.
Remove and keep warm. Stir fry the next five ingredi-
ents until vegetables are crisp tender, about 5 minutes.
Add wine and seasonings. Return shrimp to pan. Drain
pasta add shrimp and toss gently. Cook and stir until
heated through, one to two minutes. Sprinkle with
Parmesan cheese. Serve with a lemon wedge.

Note: I am sure if you do not have fresh herbs you
may use dried. This time of year most do not have a
fresh herb garden. I know I can’t even grow herbs on
the window sill.

This and That

I have been going threw some old issues of Birds
and Bloom and cutting out pictures of birds and flow-
ers I can paint. I need to get rid of the many magazines
I have so I cut out the articles I want to save.

Happy Valentines Day. I hope it warms up.

Trombone ensemble performs
benefit concert for S.O.N.G.

Submitted Photo

The Jazz Bones will perform a free concert at Trinity Episcopal Church on Sunday, Feb. 23.

WARE - The Jazz Bones
will present a music concert on
Sunday, Feb. 23 at 4 p.m. at Trinity
Episcopal Church, 17 Park St.

This concert is open and free to
the public. This concert will bene-
fit S.O.N.G. (Supporting Orphans,
Nationally & Globally).

The trombone ensemble has a
powerful five-part harmony wheth-
er they are playing a hard swing,
fast jazz or a sweet ballad and
backed by a first class rhythm sec-

tion to drive the beat.

Music you may hear: “Eleanor
Rigby”, “All of Me”, “On A
Clear Day”, “Don’t Get Around
Anymore”, “Bad Bad Leory
Brown”, “Here’s That Rainy Day”,
“Bye Bye Blackbird”, “Polka”,
“Fly Me to the Moon”, “Battle of
Jericho”, “Old Devil Moon”, “Bill
Bailey”, “Satin Doll”, “California
Dreaming”, “Indiana”, “Tie A
Yellow Ribbon” and “America The
Beautiful”.

Please visit the Jazz Bones web
site to listen to the group: www.
Premierentertains.com. For more
information about the Jazz Bones
contact David Neill by calling 413-
686-5027 or emailing tbn8@aol.
com.

The program is supported in
part by the Ware Cultural Council,
a local agency which is support-
ed by the Massachusetts Cultural
Council.

HARDWICK

continued from page 1

purchasing process for a new
firetruck for the fire department.
The process is currently in progress
and hoping to be completed soon.

Caggiano said she attend-
ed a Zoom meeting regarding
the solar field project. The Town
Administrator will be receiving a
lease from the company.

Select Board Chair Kelly Kemp
recalled the project going on prior

to joining the Select Board.

“This has been a long process,”
Kemp said.

Caggiano also mentioned that
there is a vacant truck driver labor-
er position posted.

SCHOOL
COMMITTEE

continued from page 1

decrease by just over $50,000 over
last year’s figures. Transportation
is expected to increase by 11%
over last year.

“This process is just the begin-
ning,” McCormick said. “The
work we’ve outlined today serves
as the foundation for a collabora-
tive, ongoing effort. Together we’ll
refine, adapt, and build upon these
ideas to meet the evolving needs
of our students, staff and commu-
nity.”

The School Committee mem-
bers encouraged any residents
interested or concerned with the
school district’s budget to attend
upcoming meetings or to email
them.

Administrators’ reports

High School Principal John
Diorio said following the holiday
break, students have participated in
Positive Behavioral Interventions
and Supports lessons, which are
tied to the high school’s “portrait
of a graduate” which was devel-
oped by staff last year.

“We’re focusing on positive

behaviors in classrooms, hall-
ways and lunchroom,” Diorio said.
“Each week, the grades will com-
pete to be the PBIS champions for
the week as voted on by our staff.”

He said on Feb. 6, juniors
and seniors will tour Flexcon in
Spencer as part of the school dis-
trict’s Innovative Pathways pro-
gram. He said this is the second
year of the program, which pro-
vides students with the opportu-
nity to complete a paid internship
with the manufacturer and set them
up for full-time employment after
graduation.

On March 11, the high school
will have over 25 different compa-
nies speak with students during a
career day. On March 25 at 6 p.m.,
the school will host its first ever
STEAM night.

Director of Student Services
Amy Emory said preschool teach-
ers participated in an early literacy
training session, which is designed
for young children.

“It’s a great opportunity for our
youngest students to be exposed
to literacy and build those founda-
tional skills,” she said.

Student Council update

Student Representative Dante
Giangrande said Unity Week

will take place the week prior to
February break.

“This event will be used to
enhance our sense of community
as a school, and show support for
all different types of people from
members of the LGBTQ+ com-
munity to the people with special
needs,” he said.

Giangrande said the Student
Council is preparing for the annu-
al spring conference in Hyannis
March 4-7.

Recognitions

McCormick recognized Sue
Lewandowski and Hearts for Heat,
along with school staff, for their
efforts to hold a successful fund-
raiser dinner at the elementary
school over the weekend.

“Very nice night, good fundrais-
er for those who need support with
fuel assistance for the winter,” he
said.

1937 yearbook

McCormick said he received a
yearbook in the mail for North
Brookfield High School’s Class
of 1937. He asked the School
Committee members where they
would like to display the year-
book.

“It’s a nice piece of North
Brookfield history,” he said.

By Julie Midura
Correspondent

This was our final hike of
2024. It was 5:15 a.m., and we
were lying on our backs staring
up at the stars, cocooned in our
bright green two-person down
sleeping bag atop several feet
of snow on the wide open sum-
mit of Mount Jackson in New
Hampshire.

The sun was still two hours
from cresting the distant horizon.
It was dead calm, but bitterly cold.

In spite of donning every layer
in my winter arsenal, I shivered
and snuggled closer to Tom as
I gathered the excess fabric of
the bag as close to my body as I
could.

We had arrived at the trailhead
parking lot almost three hours
before. It was 0 degrees when
we stepped out of our SUV and
opened the back hatch to retrieve
our backpacks.

In a split second of hesitation,
I questioned our sanity. “Who in
their right mind climbs a moun-
tain in the pitch black of night in
these ungodly temperatures just to
see the sun rise?” Then I immedi-
ately thought, “Too late now. We
dropped the motel key in the drop
box a half hour ago in the dead
of night, so we’ll be climbing this
mountain whether I want to or
not.”

As we moved upward along
the snaking path, the beams of
light from our headlamps danced
between the snow covered trees,
creating an aura of mystery as the
long shadows stretched deep into
the blackened forest. Our head-
lamps ignited the untouched snow
on the sides of the trail, giving the
illusion of walking on a smooth
white carpet of infinite shimmer-
ing diamonds.

When we finally broke tree
line, the crescent moon and twin-
kling stars welcomed us to a dark
and windless summit. I stood,
unmoving, serenaded by the whis-
per of starlight in the heavens
above me.

Eight years of hiking in every
season. Numerous hiking lists.
Thousands of miles. Climbing
the second tallest mountain in the
continental United States. Section
hiking the Appalachian Trail.

Every hike. Every backpacking
trip. Every footprint left on every
mountain.

Each one propelling us forward
to the next...eventually leading
us to this singular unforgettable
moment.

A moment of being sus-
pended in time, somewhere
between our very first hike and
what will someday be our very
last. Suspended between the val-

Submittd photos
A visit from the infamous
Grey Jays, with Mount
Washington in the distance.
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A starlit hike in the White Mountains

Watching the sunrise from the summit of Mount Jackson,

New Hampshire.

ley below and the heavens above
while basking under the brilliance
of a million twinkling stars against
the backdrop of a black velvet sky,
while waiting for the sun to awak-
en the earth in a blaze of fiery bril-
liance.

And although we hope that
we’ll have the opportunity to expe-
rience a moment like this again,
we’ve learned the hard way that
there are no guarantees in this life.

So we settle in for however
long it takes. We inhale the clean
mountain air. We feel the cold kiss
our cheeks and the silence fill our
ears. We wait for the sun to silence
the stars and breathe life onto the
earth.

We remain snuggled in our
lofty bright green sleeping bag
on a snowy perch atop a 4,000-
foot mountain for over four hours,
unwilling to leave lest we miss one
single minute of the magic that is
unfolding in front of us.

And as we watch the black of
night turn into the blazing red of
dawn, we know that for the rest
of our lives, for as long as there is
breath in our lungs and blood run-
ning through our veins...we will
never forget this moment.

See you in the wild places, my
friends!

To read more about our hiking
adventures, follow us on Instagram
@morethanthemountain.

Our advertisers

make this

publication

possible.

Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Barre

Gazette

Palmer, MA 01069
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Church News

Public Notices

Local pastors offer sermons

Got Resolutions? Part 5

We are in the midst of an
extended series on I Thessalonians
5:12-24.

I posit that the mandates put
forth in this passage make won-
derful resolutions to live for in
the New Year. Let us continue to
explore this text, penned by the
apostle Paul, which touches upon
the theme of thankfulness:

1 Thessalonians 5:18 (NIV)

18 give thanks in all circum-
stances; for this is God’s will for
you in Christ Jesus.

What should we be grate-
ful for? Consider this quotation,
penned by theologian Albert
Barnes, in reply:

“In everything give thanks .
.. for all temporal good things;
for our beings, the preservation of
them; for food and raiment, and all
the mercies of life; for the means
of grace, the word and ordinances,
and the ministers of the Gospel;
for spiritual blessings, for electing,
redeeming, regenerating, adopting,
pardoning, justifying, and perse-
vering grace: for a meetness for
heaven, a right unto it, and a good
hope of it; and especially for Jesus
Christ, for such an husband, such
an head, such a surety and Saviour,
and advocate with the Father, as he
is; and for life, peace, joy, comfort,
righteousness, and salvation in
him: and thanks should be given to
God in every circumstance of life;
in adversity, as Job did; when not
in so comfortable and agreeable
a frame of soul as to be wished
for, since it might be worse, and is
not black despair; even under the
temptations of Satan, since they
might be greater and heavier, and
since the grace of God is sufficient
to bear up under them, and deliv-
er out of them, and since there is
such a sympathizing high priest
and Savior; and in afflictions of
every kind, since they are all for
good, temporal, or spiritual, or
eternal.”

How can we learn to give
thanks in all circumstances, ful-
filling the good purpose of God for
our lives? In my experience, much
of thanksgiving has to do with
proper perspective, and remem-
bering scriptural truth even in the
darkest of seasons.

When I find myself in a time
of crisis and the offering of thanks
seems to be the last thing I want to
do, I take time to consider passag-
es like the following:

John 16:33 (Christ Speaking)

33 “In this world you will have
trouble. But take heart. I have
overcome the world.”

Romans 8:28 (Paul Speaking)

28 And we know that in all
things God works for the good
of those who love him, who have
been called according to his pur-
pose.

Romans 8:35, 37-39 (Paul
Speaking)

35 Who shall separate us from
the love of Christ? Shall trouble or
hardship or persecution or famine
or nakedness or danger or sword? .
.. 37 No, in all these things we are
more than conquerors through him
who loved us. 38 For I am con-
vinced that neither death nor life,
neither angels nor demons, neither
the present nor the future, nor any

Barre Gazette
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Turley Publications
offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice listing

powers, 39 neither height nor
depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate
us from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

2 Corinthians 12:7b-10 (Paul
Speaking)

7 ... in order to keep me from
becoming conceited, I was given
a thorn in my flesh, a messenger
of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three
times I pleaded with the Lord to
take it away from me. 9 But he
said to me, “My grace is sufficient
for you, for my power is made per-
fect in weakness.” Therefore I will
boast all the more gladly about
my weaknesses, so that Christ’s
power may rest on me. 10 That is
why, for Christ’s sake, I delight
in weaknesses, in insults, in hard-
ships, in persecutions, in difficul-
ties. For when I am weak, then I
am strong.

Next time you find it difficult
to give thanks in all things, spend
some time with such passages and
more. | have found that they fos-
ter much-needed perspective and
a spirit of gratitude that transcends
the bleakest moments of life and
living! Until next week, give
thanks to the Lord and continue to
review 1 Thessalonians 5:12-24!
Should you have any comments or
questions, feel free to contact me
at your leisure using the informa-
tion below.

Also, feel free to check us out
online at www.NewLifeBarre.org
or join us each Sunday at 10:30
a.m. We hope to see you soon.

Pastor James Foley

New Life Assembly of God
60 Main St. South Barre
jamesfoley @newlifebarre.org
978-355-6407

Fourth Sunday after the
Epiphany
“The Love of Christ is not
[from this World”

Scripture Reading: 1
Corinthians 13v1-13

L. Introduction:

In December 2013, my husband
Jim and I traveled to South Africa
to visit my family.

This visit included a bittersweet
journey when we as a family drove
to my birthplace, Kenhardt, to
bury my father’s ashes. My father
passed away the year before, the
day after Christmas. We spent time
mourning, but it was also a time
of bonding and appreciating each
other. One person was absent on
this trip, who we had hoped would
join us. It was our beautiful niece,
Elzette, who had to work and could
not take time off. When we arrived
in Cape Town that December,
Elzette and her husband welcomed
us at the airport and she, overcome
with joy, immediately told us that
they were expecting their first
baby. Her happiness was written all
over her face! We arranged to visit
them during our vacation. It was
awesome!

Jim and I returned to the United
States on Jan. 20, 2014. Two
weeks later, on Feb. 3, we received
the devastating news that Elzette
had passed away in a car accident.
We were thrown into an awful hole
of grief and sadness. Elzette was
widely regarded as a loving, car-
ing, kind, sweet, and humble indi-
vidual. We were deeply saddened
by the loss of such an amazing
human being.

While reading this passage
from Paul regarding love, I began
to contemplate where I have
encountered such a beautiful and
selfless form of love. Elzette’s face
came to mind, and on this 11th
anniversary of her death, I thought

it appropriate to tell you about her,
the young woman whom we all
loved and wept over, who left a
hole in our lives and who was like
an angel among us.

II. The Love of Christ is not
from this world

Paul talks to the Christians in
Corinth about love as the excellent
way, that even if he himself had
all the spiritual gifts and talents
and faith, and speak in tongues,
and give to the poor and more, but
does not have love, he would be
like a resounding gong or a clang-
ing cymbal, or would be nothing
or gain nothing.

And so, none of the things they
have or do would matter if they did
not have love. He then describes in
verses 4 — 7 what this love is. Love
is patient and kind, it does not
envy or boast, it is not self-seek-
ing or easily angered, it keeps no
record of wrongdoings.

It does not delight in evil
but rejoices with the truth. It
always protects, always trusts,
always hopes, always perseveres.
This kind of love, says Paul D.
Gardner in his commentary on 1
Corinthians, “is a Biblical path
that will bring the Christian to a
proper maturity as a spiritual per-
son.”

This kind of love is therefore
deeply spiritual. It is the love our
Lord Jesus Christ lived out during
His earthly journey and tried to
explain to those who wanted to
know what the commandment of
loving God and neighbor meant,
and what they needed to do to
inherit eternal life. He would
tell them parables like the Good
Samaritan who showed uncondi-
tional and caring love in the face
of danger helping the wounded
man on the road.

That man gave of himself and
more, and Jesus told the lawyer
who asked the question to go and
do the same. Christ’s love for
humanity was not a love from this
world. It was a perfect love filled
with patience and kindness and
humility, a love He wants us to live
out, as we serve with our spiritual
gifts.

III. Conclusion:

The love Christ talks about is a
love that must be part of our being,
thinking, acting and living, says
Gardner. Some would say, God
came to take God’s angel, Elzette,
because of the beautiful and lov-
ing human being she was, but for
those of us who knew her so well,
we wished we could have learned
more from her how to be, how to
love, how to give of ourselves, and
to see how she would have raised
her children the same way.

Elzette was a follower of Christ
and a worship leader in her church.
She inspired many with her love
for God and her fellow human
beings. And yes, we believe she
is with God and that she dwells
among the angels. Each one of you
has your own stories of this kind
of love you may have encountered.
You yourself may be that kind of
loving person.

God calls us all to be filled with
the love of God and Christ and
the Holy Spirit as we serve and
care for one another. Therefore,
let us not waste time to not for-
give and not show the patience and
kindness that the love of Christ is
about. Life is short as we see and
know, in the story of my niece, the
ones in your own lives you lost,
and this week and this year...too
many lives that have been lost.
Let’s go forth and be the loving
people Christ wants us to be.

Amen.

Pastor Margaret Keyser
Barre Congregational Church
30 Park St. Barre

Oakham
Conservation Commissio

There will be an NOI
hearing at the Oakham Town
Hall, 2 Coldbrook Rd.,
Oakham on Tuesday, March
4, 2025 at 6:25p.m. The
applicant, Michael Toomey
of Brookfield, MA proposes
to construct a home on lot 11
Crawford Rd., Oakham, MA.
This work may fall under the

jurisdiction of the WPA.
Lucy Tessnau, Clerk
Oakham
Conservation
Commission

02/06/2025

Oakham

Conservation Commission
There will be a NOI
hearing at the Oakham
Town Hall, 2 Coldbrook
Rd., Oakham on Tuesday,
March 4, 2025 at 6:10p.m.
The applicant, Heart of New
England BSA, Goddard
Consulting, LLC, filed the
NOI for an ecological resto-
ration at Browning Pond to
remediate to previous con-
ditions by the use of selec-
tive herbicide treatment.
This work is within the
resource areas of Land Under
Waterways and Waterbodies.
Lucy Tessnau, Clerk
Oakham
Conservation Commission

02/06/2025

PUBLIC AUCTION
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN PURSUANT
TO THE PROVISIONS OF
M.L.C. 225 SEC.39A
THE FOLLOWING
VEHICLES WILL BE
SOLD ON
February 15, 2025
AT A SALE TO SATISFY
OUR GARAGE LIEN
THEREON
FOR TOWING &
STORAGE CHARGES
AND EXPENSES
OF SALE AND NOTICE:

1998 Toyota Camry Beige
VIN 4T1BG22K3WU257410
2012 Hyundai TUCSON
VINKMBJUCAC6CUS533840
2014 Maserati Ghibli
VINZAMS57RTA4E1090339
2007 Mazda Mazda 6
VIN 1YVHP80C475M59840
2009 Honda CR-V
VIN 5J6RE48509L.019590
1983 Mercedes-Benz 300-
Class
VINWDBCB20A2DB051536
2006 Hummer H3
VINS5GTDN136368158134

2013 Nissan Pathfinder

VIN

SN1AR2MMXDC612516
2009 Nissan Rogue

VIN JN8AS58V49W 176592
2005 Honda Accord

VIN 1HGCM56495A118401
2011 Ford Fusion

VIN 3FAHPOJA3BR254381
2005 Dodge Ram 2500

VIN 3D7KR28C95G722892

2010 Honda Civic

VIN 2HGFA1F55AH539986
2011 Honda Civic

VIN 2HGFA1F5XBH533179

The sale will be held at
Early’s on Park Avenue
536 Park Avenue
Worcester, MA 01603
01/30, 02/06, 02/13/2025

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 160 Bentley
Road, Barre, MA 01005 and
Assessor’s Parcel E-136

By virtue and in exe-
cution of the Power of
Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by
Brian August Gentile
to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc.,
as Mortgagee, as nominee
for Norwich Commercial
Group, Inc. d/b/a Norcom
Mortgage, and now held
by Carrington Mortgage
Services, LLC, said
mortgage dated June 22,
2020 and recorded in
the Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry
of Deeds in Book 62641,
Page 174, said mortgage
was assigned from Mortgage
Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as mortgag-
ee, as nominee for Norwich
Commercial Group, Inc.,
d/b/a Norcom Mortgage
to Carrington Mortgage
Services, LLC by assign-
ment dated February 27,
2023 and recorded with
said Registry of Deeds in
Book 68864, Page 169; for
breach of the conditions in
said mortgage and for the
purpose of foreclosing the
same will be sold at Public
Auction on March 6, 2025
at 1:00 PM Local Time upon
the premises, all and singu-
lar the premises described in
said mortgage, to wit:

The land with the
buildings and improve-
ments thereon situated at
160 Bentley Street, Barre,
Massachusetts, more par-
ticularly bounded and

described as follows:

PARCEL 1

A certain tract of land
situated on the easter-
ly side of Bentley Street in
said Barre, being Lot #l
on a “Plan of Lots Owned
by Leonard J. Bentley and
Marion S. Bentley”, drawn
by R. H. Lonergan, C. E.,
bounded and described as
follows: viz:

BEGINNING at the
southwesterly corner there-
of, at a corner of stone walls
and in the easterly line of
Bentley Street;

THENCE N. 59° 46’ E.
along a stone wall and other
land of said Bentleys 125
feet to a corner;

THENCE N. 18° 45" W.
Along other land of said
Bentley designated as Lot #8
on said Plan, 115 feet to a
corner;

THENCE S. 59° 46" W.
along other land of said
Bentley designated as Lot #2
on said Plan 125.3 feet to
a point in a stone wall on
the easterly line of Bentley
Street;

THENCE S. 19° 05’ E.
along the line of said Street
115 feet to the place of
beginning.

Said premises are to be
used for residential purpos-
es only, and are conveyed
subject to the restriction that
no dwelling house or por-
tion thereof shall be erect-
ed or maintained within 40
feet of the easterly fine of
Bentley Street.

Subject to all rights,
restrictions, covenants and
easements of record, insofar
as the same may be in force
and applicable.

PARCEL 2

A certain tract of land
situated on the easter-
ly side of Bentley Street in
said Barre, being Lot #2
on a “Plan of Lots owned
by Leonard J. Bentley and
Marion S. Bentley” drawn
by R. H. Lonergan, C. E.,
bounded and described as
Sfollows, viz:

BEGINNING at the
southwesterly corner there-
of at a point in a stone wall
in the easterly line of said
street, at the northwesterly
corner of Lot designated as
#1 on the aforementioned
plan;

THENCE North 59° 46°
east along the northerly line
of said Lot #1, 123.3 feet to

a corner;

THENCE North 18°
45’ west along other land
of said Bentleys, being the
westerly line of lot designat-
ed as #7 on said plan, 115
feet to a corner;

THENCE South 59° 46’
west along other land of
said Bentleys, being des-
ignated as Lot #3 on said
plan, 125.6 feet to a point in
a stone wall in the easterly
line of Bentley Street;

THENCE South 19° 05’
east along the easterly line
of said Street 115 feet to the
place of beginning.

For title reference see
Deed record herewith.

The description of the
property contained in the
mortgage shall control in
the event of a typographical
error in this publication.

For Mortgagor’s Title
see deed dated June 15,
2020 and recorded in
the Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry
of Deeds in Book 62641,
Page 170.

TERMS OF SALE: Said
premises will be sold and
conveyed subject to all liens,
encumbrances, unpaid taxes,
tax titles, municipal liens
and assessments, if any,
which take precedence over
the said mortgage above
described.

FIVE THOUSAND
($5,000.00) Dollars of the
purchase price must be paid
in cash, certified check,
bank treasurer’s or cashier’s
check at the time and place
of the sale by the purchas-
er. The balance of the pur-
chase price shall be paid in
cash, certified check, bank
treasurer’s or cashier’s check
within thirty (30) days after
the date of sale.

Other terms to be
announced at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street
2nd Floor
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for Carrington
Mortgage Services, LLC
Present Holder of the
Mortgage
(401) 217-8701

02/06, 02/13, 02/20/2025

the name of deceased,
date of death and
funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid
Obituary, costing
$275, which allows
families to publish
extended death notice
information of their
own choice and may
include a photograph.
Death Notices &
Paid Obituaries
should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:

1158 Main Street ; 100 Worcester Road
Holden ‘ Sterling
508.829.4434 978.422.0100

800-983-4434

www.milesfuneralhome.com

FuNERAL HOMES

Honoring Lives ~ Celebrating Memories

Family Owned and Operated

obits @turley.com.
Richard Mansfield Ricky Mansfield
Exceptions will be made Director Nationally recognized as a Director
only when the family T Selected Independent Funeral Home
provides a death certificate h) with the highest ethical and
and must be pre-paid. 3BE

BBB
BBB Award Recipient

professional standards.

1S

QUABOAG HILLS
CHAMBER,

continued from page 1

enough providers.”

Banko talked about the wait
time to see a provider, including
an average of eight months for
a primary care physician, nine
months for a dermatologist and
one year for a procedure such as a
colonoscopy.

Because of these waits,
Baystate Health is losing a lot of
commercial insurance patients to
medical facilities in Boston.

“We need to make sure you
don’t have to leave the community
to get care,” he said.

Banko also addressed Baystate
Medical Center’s “D” rating from
The Leapfrog Group.

“We want to be a great place
for our physicians and staff to
work,” he said.

Banko said Baystate Health is
also focusing on growing its spe-
cialty care, including oncology,
cardiovascular care, neuroscienc-
es, orthopedics and rehabilitation.
This includes moving many of
these specialties from Baystate
Medical Center back to the com-
munity hospitals.

“The intent is, we’ve got capac-
ity at Wing [hospital] that we need
to be utilizing,” he said.

Banko also talked about
improving ties with local school
districts to train students for gate-
way positions in the healthcare
field.

“We’re going to have to grow
our own workforce, and we’ve got
that opportunity,” he said.

About QHMA

The Quaboag Hills Chamber
of Commerce was established in
1978 to assist businesses in the
Quaboag Hills Region, serving the
towns of Belchertown, Brimfield,

Brookfield, East Brookfield,
Hardwick, Holland, Monson,
New Braintree, North Brookfield,
Palmer, Spencer, Wales, Ware,
Warren, and West Brookfield.

Its mission is to advance eco-
nomic growth and tourism in the
region, to be an advocate for pol-
icies that achieve the development
goals of the communities, and to
advance the interests of its mem-
bers.

The Quaboag Hills Chamber of
Commerce offers more than just
networking opportunities. It helps
the business community from the
smallest entrepreneurs to the larg-
est corporations; through train-
ings, seminars, and more.

The Quaboag Hills Chamber
of Commerce is located at 4
Springfield St., Suite 525, Three
Rivers. For more information,
visit ghma.com, call 413-283-
2418 or email info@qghma.com.

GARDEN,

continued from page 4

Do make sure your tools are
sharp, and if there is any hint of
disease, be sure to disinfect in
between cuts or at least in between
specimens. Ifany of your fruit trees

have old fruit, called “mummies”
hanging from the branches, be sure
to get rid of them for fear of over-
wintering pests.
Hang tight

Winter will be gone soon
enough. Come out of hibernation
and accomplish preseason garden-

e

A very sincere

: %/&/ :
%
to everyone and anyone

who in any way contributed to making
the loss of our son,

Bill Robinson, Jr.,

more bearable.

The floral arrangements,
money donations, the tributes
and the masses said for him daily 2
are so much appreciated.

He is now in heaven with our Lord
and he is now at peace.

Thank you and God Bless,

before the spring
rush but also
remember that
this is a season
of rest and taking

V@N ing tasks now,

care of yourself is a good thing too.

Roberta McQuaid graduat-
ed from the Stockbridge School of
Agriculture at the University of
Massachusetts. For 33 years she
has held the position of staff horti-
culturist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food as well as
flowers. Have a question for her?
Email it to pouimette @turley.com
with “Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

A

A

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,

) The Robinson Family. \

Ne- e/

Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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The Julian Family, Kylee (left), Debra and Richard ran a Maple Syrup Workshop at the
Hardwick Farmers Co-Op Exchange this past weekend.

MAPLE SUGARING,

continued from page 1

Around 1880, the cane and maple
sugar became almost equal in
price.

Pure maple syrup is made by
concentrating the slightly sweet
sap of the maple trees. Julian
said there is no set time when a
sugar maker must tap the trees. In
Massachusetts, the time is usually
around the months of February and
March.

The types of trees to tap are
maple trees, but there are numer-
ous types of maple trees that are
used to collect sap. Sugar maples,
for example produce the best sap
for sugaring because the sap has a
higher concentration of sugar than
other maple species. Typically,
around 2% according to the
research by Deer Meadow Farm.

Other maple trees to tap include
red maple, silver maple, striped
maple and mountain maple. There
is also Norway maple, however the
sap from it is not commonly used
to produce maple syrup.

Some of the tips provided by
Deer Meadow Farm are gener-
al tips when looking for maples
that could be tapped. These include
keeping an eye out for oppo-
site branches and the bark texture
on the trees. Another helpful tip
involves the leaves. According to

Julian, the leaves are the easiest
way to identify maple trees.

“We tap everything that is a
maple,” Julian said.

The sap flow from sugar maples
is entirely temperature depen-
dent. There were samples of tools
shared during the workshop and
were passed around for guests to
see. Julian had some spits passed
around and these come in all forms
from plastic, aluminum and stain-
less steel.

Bags or “sap sacks” are used
and are gaining in popularity.
These bags can be easily replaced
each year and take up less space in
the off season. These bags are use-
ful tools for sap collecting.

For sap storage, Deer Meadow
Farm suggests using clean plas-
tic, metal tubs, pots, large pails or
food-grade tanks. Other tools need-
ed include metal pans and an evap-
orator.

Deer Meadow Farm also shared
ways maple syrup makers can
improve as they increase produc-
tion.

The Julian family was very
specific on all their suggestions in
their presentation. For them, it was
a learning experience when getting
involved with maple sugaring. The
Julian family shared a story about
going to a course that featured mul-
tiple maple sugar producers. The
family was blown away on how

Diamonds

20%-25% OFF
SELECTED ITEMS

6 West Lynde Street, Downtown Gardner

(Don’t Wind Up In The Dog House

Citizen & Luminox Watches

VALENTINE’S SALE

Get Your Valentine Gift From

BRUCE’S WATCH

many trees some of the other pro-
ducers had.

Deer Meadow Farm was a
smaller operation at the time, and
they had a sample of dark syrup
and it was the only sample that got
a perfect score.

Though they have a lot of com-
petitors in the maple syrup mak-
ing business, the Julian Family said
they have met a lot of people who
were helpful and gave them advice
on how to improve their maple
syrup production.

At these gatherings, “everybody
is willing to help each other out,”
Richard Julian said.

Dear Meadow Farm got start-
ed in sugaring when both Debra
and Richard’s fathers tinkered
with making syrup on a very small
scale. In 2015, the Julian family
purchased one of the woodlots next
to their farm. After developing a
forestry plan for managing the for-
est, the family had several acres
featuring sugar maples.

The family showed Deer
Meadow Farm’s growth timelines.
In 2016, the farm had 11 taps and
2.625 gallons made. As time went
by the production of maple syrup
grew. In 2024, Deer Meadow
Farm had 500 taps and is the first
Massachusetts farm to be certified
as a “Bird Friendly” maple produc-
er by Massachusetts Audubon.

The family made 85 gallons last
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Stars & Stripes Tiner
32 Main St., Hubbardston ¢ 978-820-1600
Check Out Our Facebook Page
For Valentine’s Day Specials
Like Us On Facebook@hubbtowndiner
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

815 Worcester Rd.,
BARRE, MA

Rte. 122

February 14
7a.m, -8 p.m.

Hours: Tues., Wed. & Thurs.
7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.;
Fri. & Sat. 7:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.;
Sunday 8:00 a.m - 2:00 p.m.

On
Friday,

[olcelepnratels

Vislainifivay Dy
AT

Cormier Jewelers
& ART GALLERY

A Family Business Since 1949

152 Main Street ¢ Spencer ¢ 508-885-3385
www.cormierspencer.com
Tues., Wed., Fri. 10am-5pm © Thurs. 10am-6pm ¢ Sat. 10am-3pm

978-632-5715 AND JEWELRY
Tues.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 7:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
\ Thurs. 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. ) .ﬁ"ﬁf. ] l &
Call or Check Our )
Facebook Page Leuouniamily
For: asSIStvoUrktamily

C) aleritine’s
Day

PARKER HOUSE
OF PIZZA

17 Pleasant Street, Downtown Gardner
The Building with the Blue Awning

; 978-632-9383
?ﬁﬁ.ﬁg Open Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Closed Sun.

GRAB N GO MEALS, BAKERY,
LOCAL FOOD & ARTISAN VENDORS
* We Won the Best of Central Mass/

Community Choice Award for Catering, Vegetarian/
Vegan/Gluten Free Offerings %

* Jim Del Garbino was Voted
Top 3 Chefs for the Same Award %

32 Main St., Suite 2, Hubbardston, MA
508-826-8808/508-826-2133
giacomosgourmetgranola@yahoo.com

www.giacomogourmetgranola.com

GIACOMO'’S

GOURMET FOODS

«“ . 2
Cucinare con amore

Jim & Laurie Del Garbino
Partners

Guests who attended the workshop lined up to purchase some of Deer Meadow Farms’ deli-

cious maple syrup.

year, which is a new record.

Deer Meadow Farm is located
at 60 Reed St. in Warren. In addi-
tion to 100% pure maple syrup the
farm also offers feed hay. Many
local stores sell maple syrup that is
made by Deer Meadow Farm and is
adored by their customers.

The Julian family had samples

available for guests to try out and
also got to try maple cream, which
is a new product Deer Meadow
Farm made this year. Richard and
Debra’s daughter Kylee Julian
makes cupcakes with maple syrup.

Many guests lined up after the
workshop and purchased some
items from Deer Meadow Farm.

There were brochures available
featuring recipes.

Deer Meadow Farm can be fol-
lowed on Facebook and are cur-
rently working on their website.
The farm can be reached by calling
413-436-0088.

Richard Julian spoke during the workshop and exchanged helpful tips for those who may be

interested in producing their own maple syrup.

N

Yw&nlx’ne Jtems
for Your Sweetheart!

51 Exchange Street, Athol
Open Sundays 1:00-4:00 p.m. or By Appointment
978-413-3375

Tanguay Jewelers Inc,

19 Connors Street, Gardner
978-632-1362

HOURS: Tuesday-Friday 9 am-5 pm;
Thursday till 6 pm; Saturday 9 am-2 pm ¥

Master Jeweler
Gabriel Serrano
continues Michael
Harris’ passion
for fine jewelry
and exceptional
customer service.

95 Main Street, Ware, MA 01082
413-277-0364 | dioguardijewelers.com

30% OFF
All Jewelry

(excluding fire & ice diamond)

Want to Capture Semeanes Heant?

Give them
a box of
Priscilla’s
Handmade
Chocolates!

Facebook L4 Twitter
Instagram

19 WALDEN STREET
GARDNER, MA 01440  CONCORD, MA 01742
(978) 6327148 (978) 371-0585

OPEN: February 9th 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
February 10th-12th 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
February 13th 9:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
February 14th 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Our family has been making candy since 1936

%clll' www.priscillacandyshop.com
CANDY SHOP

4 MAIN STREET
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Calendar of Events

FRIDAY, FEB. 7

FREE ICE SKATING sponsored by Blue Cross
Blue Shield of Massachusetts will take place at the
Oval Ice Skating Rink in Downtown Worcester today
from 5-9 p.m.; Friday, Feb. 14 from 5-9 p.m.” Saturday,
Feb. 15 from 1-9 p.m. and Sunday, Feb. 16 from 1-6
p.m. Children age 12 and under can also enjoy com-
plimentary skate rentals. The Oval Ice Skating Rink
offers skate rentals, concessions and a limited number
of free parking spaces on a first-come, first-served
basis in the garage under Worcester City Hall. For more
information, including weather-related closings, peo-
ple may visit The Oval Ice Skating Rink’s Facebook
and Instagram pages or call the Oval Ice Skating Rink
Weather Hotline sponsored by Cornerstone Bank at
508-929-0777.

SATURDAY, FEB. 8

BENEFIT BREAKFAST will be held today from
8-9:30 a.m. at the Oakham Congregational Church,
4 Coldbrook Road, Oakham for the fire victims in
California. A free will donation will be taken and all
proceeds go to the cause. The menu is pancakes, scram-
bled eggs, sausage, strawberries, orange juice, coffee,
tea and hot chocolate.

BARRE WINTER MARKET located in the Barre
Town Hall, 2 Exchange St., Barre will take place today
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Other dates are Saturday, March 8
and Saturday, April 12 from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. This is the
third year of the market. Local crafters and farmers sell
their crafts and products. For more information, people
may email rebellbathandbeyond @ gmail or call Celia at
978-355-0139.

SUNDAY, FEB. 9

‘MOTOWN TOM’ INGRASSIA comes to the
Rutland Free Public LibrAry, 280 Main St., Rutland
and will lecture on “Girl Power: The Supremes as cul-
tural icons” today at 2 p.m. This is a free multimedia
lecture and open to the public. The program is a cel-
ebration of Black History Month as well as the 64th
anniversary of The Supremes signing their first Motown
recording contract on Jan. 15, 1961.

MONDAY, FEB. 10

PROGRAM ON AQUACULTURE sponsored by
the Holden Grange will be held today at 7 p.m. at the
Holden Senior Center, 1130 Main St., Holden. The pro-
gram entitled “Aquaculture: Pros and Cons for Fisheries
Sustainability” will be given by Ted Purcell of Rutland,
a naturalist, fisherman, advocate for conservation of
Striped Bass, and author of the Wachusett Outdoor
Window column in the Holden Landmark. Fish are the
last wild organisms that are “market hunted,” meaning
wild organisms are harvested and sold to consumers.
Efforts have been made and will continue to be made to
“farm” fresh and saltwater organisms ranging from fin
fish to shellfish and seaweed. The presentation will give
a brief history of fishing, review current practices, and
overview aquaculture methods, options, challenges and
opportunities. This event is free and open to the public.
Refreshments will be served. For more information,

Farber and Lindley LLC

very good team here that works to help

solve our client’s problems,” Lindley
said.

Lindley has a background in insur-
ance defense work and personal injury
experience including auto accidents,
dog bites and slips or falls.

“I represent clients and I oversee

d.
The firm is open Monday through
Friday from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. and there you
can speak to a representative and find
the help you need.

You can find more information by
visiting their website farberandlindley.
om and request a consultation, read re-
iews and find an attorney to represent
nd help you according to what you
eed.

“It’s fun to advocate for your cli-
Lindley said. “T want the com-

Carl Lindley

BARRE - Farber and Lindley LLC
has opened a new location on Common
Street and there you will find
and partners ready to help and
community.

Carl Lindley and his part
rence Farber, began the bu:
2015 and on Jan. 1 of this year, moved ~©
to open a location on Common Street in
Barre.

“My favori art about working
with the firm is king with the other 1
attorneys and support staff. We've gota  those capacities.”

munity to know that here in Barre we
1 for

FARBER & LINDLEY
Attorneys-At-Law

56 Common Street, Barre * 978-257-8389

Personal Injury
Automobile Accident
Civil Litigation

xr 11 11

Turley?)

Where is this?

Turley Publications Photo by Ellenor Downer

This week’s mystery photo is from Hardwick. If any readers know where this photo was
taken, they may email edowner@turley.com or call the Barre Gazette at 413-967-3505,
extension 100 with their answer by noon on Monday, Feb. 9. The names of those that
correctly guessed the location will appear in the following edition. Robert Augustine,
Paul, Carlson, Peggy Civilik, Stephen Craven, Quinn Geary, Evelyn Luukko and Cheryl
Paul correctly identified the photo. The photo last week was of the skating rink on Barre

Common next to the bandstand, Barre.

people may email holdengrange78 @gmail.com or call
508-886-2341.This event is free and open to the public.
Refreshments will be served. For more information,
email holdengrange78 @gmail.com or call 508-886-
2341.

SUNDAY, FEB. 16

FINDING WILLIAM LEWIS (1819-1897) spon-
sored by the Friends of the New Braintree Library will
take place today at 2 p.m. in the New Braintree Town
Hall, 20 Memorial Drive, New Braintree. Bruce Craven
and Christie Higginbottom will relate how they found
the William Lewis documents. They will introduce
William through an examination of his writings: his
daily journal entries and accounts, including tanning
and currying accounts, book sales records, accounts
of wife Abby’s work sewing bed ticks and the records
of daily work on the farm. This program is funded
by the Hardwick/New Braintree Cultural Council, a
local agency which is supported by the Mass Cultural
Council, a state agency. This program is free and open

to the public. If it snows, this program will be held on
Sunday, May 18. If people have any questions, they
may call Deb Morrison at 508-867-3324.

MONDAY, FEB. 17

STORY TIME FOR PRESCHOOLERS will
be held at the New Braintree Public Library, 45
Memorial Drive, New Braintree today beginning at
9 a.m. The program’s focus is on President’s Day.
The readings will include “I am George Washington”
and “I am Abraham Lincoln,” both by Brad Meltzer
and part of the Ordinary People Change the World
series. This is a reading and crafts program. Parental
supervision is required. People may call the library at
508-867-7650 during regular business hours for more
information.

FRIDAY, FEB. 19

GRANDPARENTS AND KINSHIP CARE
SUPPORT GROUP meets today from 9:30-11 a.m.
at the Worcester Family Resource Center, 20 Cedar
St., Worcester. The group
meets in person for break-
fast the third Friday of the
month. For questions or to
register, people may call
Debbie at 508-796-6118
and leave their name and

contact information.

FRIDAY, FEB. 21

THEATRE AT THE
MOUNT, located at Mount
Wachusett Community
College, 444 Green St.,
Gardner, presents “Into the
Woods” today; Saturday,
Feb. 22; Friday, Feb. 28
and Saturday, March 1
at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday,
March 2 at 2 p.m. People
may visit box-office@
mwc.mass.edu or call 978-
630-9388 for tickets or
show information.

THE BARRE GAZETTE

is offering our local businesses an opportunity
to advertise at a reduced rate!

MONDAY, FEB. 24

GENTLE YOGA FOR OSTEOPOROSIS
will begin today from noon-1 p.m and run for six
Mondays in a row at Listening Wellness Center, 35
South St., Barre. Cost is $72 for six weeks. Discover
the power of mindful movement and gentle stretches
designed specifically for those living with osteopo-
rosis in a supportive and nurturing environment to
help strengthen bones, enhance balance and improve
flexibility. No-floor options will be available. Register
at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gentle-yoga-for-os-
teoporosis-6-week-series-with-rhonda-hamer-tick-
ets-12282258194897aff=oddtdtcreator or call Listening
Wellness Center at 978-355-3501 for more informa-
tion.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 26

BONE HEALTH AND NUTRITiON LECTURE
will take place today from 5:30-7 p.m at Listening
Wellness Center, 35 South St., Barre. Cost is $35.
Discover the importance of nutrition in maintaining
bone health, including key nutrients and dietary tips to
strengthen bones. Learn what foods are potential bone
boosters and what are possible density destructors.
This workshop will shed some light on nutrition myths
and facts through lecture, discussion, handouts and
question and answer.Register at https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/bone-health-and-nutrition-with-rhonda-ham-
er-tickets-1228262559379?aff=oddtdtcreator or call
Listening Wellness Center at 978-355-3501 for more
information.

FRIDAY, FEB. 28

DINNER AND SHOW FUNDRAISING GALA
benefits the Mount Wachusett Community College
Foundation today from 5-10 p.m. at Mount Wachusett
Community College, 444 Green St., Gardner. A gour-
met dinner prepared by local culinary talents will take
place first and then participants will watch the musical
“Into the Woods” at the Theatre at the Mount located
at the college. All proceeds from the event will benefit
the MWCC Foundation, which provides critical support
for student scholarships, academic programs and other
initiatives that empower students to achieve their educa-
tional goals. Tickets are available for purchase by visit-
ing mwcce.edu/giving. Early reservations are encouraged
as seating is limited.

SATURDAY, MARCH 1

MARDI GRAS PANCAKE SUPPER will be held
at the Rutland Congregational Church, 264 Main St.,
Rutland, today at 5:30 p.m. People will enjoy all you
can eat pancakes, along with bacon, sausage and fruit.
Gluten free pancakes will be available. Music will be
provided by The Rutland Jazz Band and the Church
Bell Choir. There will be raffles and games. Tickets are
$10 for adults, $5 ages 3-12 and free under 3. People
should call the church at 508-886-4453 to reserve tick-
ets.

TUESDAY, APRIL 8

SPECIAL PERFORMANCES FOR SCHOOL
GROUPS of “Curious George, The Golden Meatball”
will be held at Theatre at the Mount, 444 Green St.,
Gardner today at 10 a.m.; Wednesday, April 9 at 10 a.m.
(already sold out); Thursday, April 10 and Friday, April
11 at 9:30 a.m. and noon. All seats are $10. To book a
school group, people should email Paul at box-office@
mwcc.mass.edu or call 978-630-9388.

WEDNESDAY, ARPIL 9

FOAM ROLLER AND TRIGGER POINT BALL
WORKSHOP will be held today from 6-7:30 p.m. at
Listening Wellness Center, 35 South St., Barre. Cost is
$35. Dive into the world of self-myofascial release in
this hands-on workshop, perfect for improving mus-
cle recovery, reducing tension and enhancing overall
mobility. Participants will learn how to effectively use
foam rollers and trigger point balls to release tight
muscles and fascia, promoting better movement and
potentially alleviating pain. Register at https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/foam-roller-trigger-point-ball-work-
shop-tickets-12285147035497aff=oddtdtcreator or call
Listening Wellness Center at 978-355-3501 for more
information.

Calendar Policy

POLICY: Our calendar section is intended to promote “free” events or

ones hat directly affect a volunteer-driven organization that benefits the

e Business profile - 250 words
 Photo - yourself, employees

or building

e Advertisement-3x6

community. Paid events that are not deemed fund-raisers or benefits do not
qualify. Non-charitable events that charge the public to enter are not allowed
as we consider that paid advertising. The deadline to submit calendar items
in the mail, by fax, or emailed in Word document format is Monday at noon
or sooner. We usually print one week in advance of an event, and the listings

should be brief, with only time, date, location, brief activity explanation and

contact information.

“Join the team/that does more by
9am thaflsome do allday®

ALL FOR ONLY 35275

This special section will run in the
April 10th issue of The Barre Gazette.

Ad deadline: March 26, 2025

Quarter page ad with story (4.75x6) $275
Half page ad with story (9.75x6) $460
Full page ad with story (9.75x13) $650

Publications, Inc.

- A TURLEY PUBLICATION -
WWW.TURLEY.COM

Contact Dan Flynn to reserve your space today

413.297.5886 or dflynn@turley.com

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

J.P. McCarthy & Sons

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM

Support
the local
husinesses
that support
your local
newspaper.

Let them
know you
saw their ad
in the

Barre
Gazette
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SPORTS

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com
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One win to make
tournament for the Panthers

Feb. 7 at 7 p.m.

BARRE - Last Friday
night, the Quabbin Regional
High School boys basket-
ball team scored its eighth
win of the season 64-49. The
Panthers are now 8-4 and
need just one win in order
to automatically qualify for
the Division 4 state tourna-
ment. The Panthers were at
Lunenburg last Friday night
and next face Hudson High
School on the road Friday,

Jaxon Warburton shoves a
pass toward the center of the

court

lane

Anthony Quarterone rears
back to make a pass.

B . Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Quinn Geary looks to drive the Kyle Clark takes a free throw.

Brady Patchen gets
through the defense and
heads into the lane.
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Cullen White heads up the ice for Gardner.

Gardner bests Agawam in
independent matchup

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRINGFIELD—
The non-conference high school
hockey game between Gardner
and Agawam had as many twists
and turns in it as one of the roll-
er coasters at the Six Flags
Amusement Park.

Agawam, who trailed by two
goals twice, managed to take the
lead in the middle of the third peri-

Aiden Lapointe looks to
clear the puck away.

od, but the Brownies didn’t keep
the lead for very long.

After tying the score for
the third time, the visitors from
Northern Worcester County net-
ted the go-ahead goal on a pow-
er-play with 47 seconds left in reg-
ulation, giving them a 6-5 victory
at the Olympia Ice Center in West
Springfield, Saturday, Jan. 25.

“We didn’t play our best game
of the season tonight, but we still
had a chance to win it in the third
period,” said Agawam head coach
Todd Rowley. “We took the lead
before losing our top three scor-
ers.”

The Brownies played the final
1:46 of the third period without
seniors Landon Ashford, Cole
Buffum, and Aiden Pisano. The
trio were sent to the locker room
after receiving game misconduct
penalties from the referees. They
were involved in a fight that took
place in front of the Gardner goal-
ie.

“The three players, who
received the game misconduct pen-
alties, would’ve been on the ice
during the Gardner power-play late
in the third period,” Rowley said.
“I thought we held the momentum
before the fight.”

The Brownies, who are a

Division 2 team, have a 8-5 overall
record. They’re currently sitting in
second place behind Ambherst in
the Fay-Wright Conference stand-
ings with a 7-2 record. After hav-
ing a week off, the Brownies are
scheduled to host McCann Tech
in a conference game at 6:30 on
Saturday night.

“We need to win two more
games to guarantee a spot in the
state tournament,” Rowley said.
“This was a non-league game, so it
doesn’t affect our standings in the
Western Mass. tournament.”

The top four teams in the Fay-
Wright Conference standings will
play in the Western Mass. Class B
tournament.

It was the second-ever meeting
between the two hockey teams.

Two years ago, Gardner post-
ed a 3-0 victory over Agawam
in the championship game of the
Chicopee Holiday Tournament.

In last Saturday’s match, the
Brownies were trailing, 4-2, with
eight minutes left in the third
period when Buffum and Pisano
scored a pair of goals in a span of
ten seconds tying the score at 4-4.

A little more than a minute
later, Agawam took a 5-4 lead

See HOCKEY, page 10

Outstanding regular season
continues for Pathfinder girls basketball

PALMER - The Pathfinder
Regional girls basketball picked
up two more wins, defeating
Smith Academy and Gateway
Regional on Jan. 23 and 27,
respectively. The road trip con-

tinues for the Pioneers, but their
road will eventually lead to the
state tournament as Pathfinder
has reached 11 wins on the sea-
son against just two losses.
Pathfinder’s win over Gateway

was a great defensive effort. The
Pioneers held Gateway Regional
to just 10 points.

Coming up, the Pioneers will
face Hampden Charter School on
Feb. 6 at 6:30 p.m.

Desiree Croteau starts a play
for the Pioneers.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Greenly Lagimoniere makes a
pass toward the corner.

Taylor Allen gets ready to
attempt a three-pointer.

Megan Clark enters the paint.

Marshall Ames tries to get around a defender.

Late run leads Mahar
boys to a win

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARREN—Prior to the Jan.
20 non-league boys’ basketball
game between Mahar Regional and
Quaboag Regional, the home team
had won the previous five meetings
in the series.

The Cougars, who were look-
ing to continue that trend, held a
17-point lead with less than three
minutes remaining in the third quar-
ter. The Senators came storming
back in the fourth quarter with the
help of a 26-6 run, and they headed
back to Orange with a 51-48 road
victory.

“We just blew a 17-point lead
at home which is very frustrating,”
said longtime Quaboag head coach
Chris Reilly. “We played very well
during the first three quarters of the
game. Then we had a lot of trouble
handling their pressure defense and

we had too many turnovers during
the fourth quarter.”

Quaboag, who had a 4-9 over-
all record following the home loss,
defeated Mahar, 72-40, at home two
years ago. They also celebrated a
46-40 home win at the start of the
2019-20 regular season.

The Senators won three home
games against the Cougars before
winning this year’s contest.

“Quaboag has also been a very
tough team for us to play against,”
said Mahar head coach Chad Softic.
“They’re a scrappy team and Chris
Reilly is an outstanding coach. This
is the first time that we’ve been able
to win a game in this gym.”

Quaboag faced Mahar (7-3)
without the services of leading scor-
er junior forward Isaac Cower, who
suffered an injury in their previous
game at Uxbridge.

See MAHAR, page 10
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T-Birds get huge weekend sweep

DES MOINES, TA — The
Springfield Thunderbirds (21-17-
2-2) got points from 14 of their
18 skaters in a 7-2 drubbing of the
Towa Wild (14-26-2-1) on Saturday
night inside Wells Fargo Arena.

The T-Birds wasted little time
jumping in front for a second
straight night, as Simon Robertsson
and Hugh McGing capped a 2-on-
0 with McGing cashing in on a
one-timer past Jesper Wallstedt
just 1:22 into action. Otto Stenberg
also picked up an assist as all three
players on the line broke point
droughts of three or four games.

Sam Bitten, playing in the build-
ing his brother Will called home
for three seasons, joined the fun at
5:47 with a perfect bar-down wris-
ter from the right circle to push
the lead to 2-0 off setups from
Samuel Johannesson and Leo Loof.
Johannesson has now registered a
point in five of his last six games.

Vadim Zherenko drew the start-
ing assignment in net and held his
own with 16 stops in the opening
period. Johannesson provided a
helping hand after Zherenko made
a mini-breakaway save on Hunter
Haight, and the young bluelin-
er successfully kept Mikey Milne
from cashing in on a rebound to
keep the score deadlocked.

Iowa finally would break
through on its 16th shot of the
period as Travis Boyd crashed the
far post to tap home a 2-on-1 pass
from Matthew Sop to get the Wild
deficit down to 2-1 heading into the

first intermission.

There were more parallels from
Friday’s game early in the second
period, as McGing unleashed a per-
fect shot under the crossbar at 2:23,
beating Wallstedt for his second of
the evening and restoring the two-
goal lead, 3-1.

Towa put together their best push
of the night over the next five min-
utes, culminating in a tally by Luke
Toporowski to cut the margin back
to a single goal, 3-2, at 7:26.

Just as it appeared the Wild
would change the tide of the game,
the T-Birds had other plans as
Nikita Alexandrov drove the net
front from the right circle and beat
Wallstedt to the near post to make
it 4-2 just 17 seconds after the
Toporowski goal.

The Springfield attack poured it
on from there. Michael Buchinger
announced his presence at §8:49,
jumping into a play as a trail-
er before snapping a wrister past
Wallstedt to make it 5-2 off a cross-
ice setup from Matthew Peca.

Another potential momentum
shift came at 13:39 of the second
when Dylan Peterson barreled in
on net, taking a shot on Wallstedt
before colliding with the Iowa
netminder. Peterson was given a
five-minute charging major, setting
the stage for the Wild power play
to try to climb back into the game.
Wallstedt was forced to leave the
game as Samuel Hlavaj came on in
relief.

Instead of the moment sparking

the home team, the T-Birds only
further added to their lead when
Peca intercepted a pass in the neu-
tral zone, skated into the zone on
the right wing, and snapped another
perfect shot upstairs past Hlavaj for
his team-leading 16th goal, making
it a 6-2 game heading into the third.

The Wild had no answers for
Zherenko in the third, despite Iowa
throwing 16 pucks on the T-Birds
net and 50 total by the night’s
conclusion. The third-year goal-
ie finished with a season-high 48
stops to earn the win, and Alek
Kaskimaki capped off the offensive
onslaught with his second goal in
two nights at 17:12 of the third to
round out the scoring.

Dalibor Dvorsky will be in
action on Sunday and Monday at
the AHL All-Star Classic present-
ed by Spotlight 29 Casino in Palm
Springs, California. The rookie star
will first participate in the AHL
All-Star Skills Competition pre-
sented by Silvercrest on Sunday,
Feb. 2 (9:00 p.m. ET). Then, on
Monday, Feb. 3, Dvorsky and the
Atlantic Division will look to take
home the 3-on-3 crown in the 2025
AHL All-Star Challenge presented
by Spotlight 29 Casino at 9:00 p.m.
ET. Both events can be seen on
NHL Network and AHLTV pow-
ered by FloHockey.

Springfield next takes to the
ice on Friday, Feb. 7 to begin
a home-and-home set against
the Providence Bruins at Amica
Mutual Pavilion.

Railers score win over Mariners

PORTLAND, ME -
The Worcester Railers HC (18-19-
2-4 42pts) took down the Maine
Mariners (16-23-3-0, 35pts), on
Sunday afternoon by the final score
of 5-2 in front of a crowd of 4,421
at Cross Insurance Arena. The
Railers are back on the ice next
at the DCU Center taking on the
Atlanta Gladiators on Wednesday,
February Sth at 7:05 p.m. EST.

Worcester scored first Sunday
afternoon when Matt Ustaski (1-0-
1) scored 5:23 into the first. Maine
answered back with a goal of their
own from Wyllum Deveaux (1-1-2)
to tie the score at 1-1 heading into
the second. Connor Welsh (1-0-1)
was the second period’s lone scor-
er giving the Railers the 2-1 lead.
Maine tied it early in the second
period with a goal from Lynden
McCallum (1-0-1), but shortly after
the Railers grabbed the lead right
back when Cole Donhauser (1-1-
2) scored a shorthanded goal to
give the Railers the 3-2 lead. The

Railers finished the third period
by scoring two more goals, the
first scored by Mark Cheremeta
(1-0-1) 15:52 into the third, and
the second an empty net goal from
Matias Rajaniemi (1-0-1) giving
the Railers the 5-2 victory.

The scoring got started by the
Railers 5:23 into the first when
Matt Ustaski (2nd) found the back
of the net off a pass from Jordan
Kaplan. Maine tied the score at 1-1
just under ten minutes later off the
stick of Wyllum Deveaux (8th).
Shots favored Worcester 20-10 in
the first period.

It took nearly 17 minutes of sec-
ond period action for either team to
score. It was Connor Welsh (5th)
who scored giving the Railers the
2-1 lead. His shot from the left
point deflected off of a Maine
Mariner and beat Bischel high.
Shortly after the Railers goal, they
went on the penalty kill follow-
ing a five-minute major for board-
ing called on Griffin Loughran.

The Railers successfully killed
the first 2:32 of the Maine power
play to wrap up the second period.
Worcester outshot Maine 31-17 in
the second period.

The Railers started the third
period by killing the remainder of
the Maine power play, but short-
ly after the penalty expired Maine
was able to net one. It was Lynden
McCallum (15th) who scored
for the Mariners. The Railers did
not wait long to regain the lead,
as Cole Donhauser (5th) forced a
turnover at center ice and took it
all the way home and scored the
shorthanded goal giving the Railers
the 3-2 lead. Mark Cheremeta
extended the Worcester lead to 4-2
with his breakaway goal 15:52 into
the third period. Matias Rajaniemi
(2nd) capped off the Railers five
goal night with his empty net
goal 17:27 into the third, securing
the 5-2 win for Worcester. Shots
favored Worcester 8-7 in the third
and 40-25 in regulation.

Quabbin High announces John and Abigail
Adams Scholarship recipients

BARRE — These members
of the Quabbin Regional High
School Class of 2025 received
John and Abigail Adams
Scholarships.

The John and Abigail Adams

Quabbin Regional High School Class of 2025 John and Abigail Adams Scholarship recipi-
ents are first row, from left, Hannah Shepard, Irene Stolgitis, Jahzara Tweedell and Alisyn
Bruso; second row from left, Ava Conlee, Samantha Carlson, Summer Young, Kaylee
Shaw, Sadie Sheldon, Sydney Slattery, Isabella Smith, Adam Fauhla, Vincent Marinelli,
Eamon Arnold and Alexandra Pease and third row from left,
DeMorais, Alexander Bedard, Richard Tucker, Matthew Erickson, Benjamin Metcalf,
Kevin Boles, Quin Geary, Christiana Dunn, Ellie Frost, Samuel Guertin, Ethan Salvadore,
Jack Fors and Assistant Principal Mr. Jason Gilmartin. Missing from photo were lIsabel
Coviello, Rachel Harrington, Nathen Pride, Julia Smith and Jaxon Warburton.

Scholarship is awarded to high
school seniors based on their
high academic achievement on
their MCAS exams.

This is a four-year schol-
arship to a participating

Massachusetts public institution
of higher education, including
the four undergraduate cam-
puses of the UMass system, all
nine state universities and all
fifteen community colleges.

Submitted photo

Principal Ms. Purnima
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following a goal by senior A.J.
Robbins, which was assisted by
Ashford.

With 4:54 left in regulation,
Gardner senior Gavin Richard
scored a power-play goal tying the
score at 5-5.

Following the fight, Richard’s
scored another power-play goal,
which was unassisted, with 47 sec-
onds left on the scoreboard giving
his team a 6-5 lead.

The Brownies had a chance to tie
the score, but they couldn’t put the
puck into the net past Gardner senior
goalie Cohen Veilleux (15 saves)
before the final buzzer sounded.

Gardner took a 2-0 lead in the
middle of the opening period follow-
ing goals by senior’s Josh Crotty and
Michael Lucas.

The Brownies cut the deficit
in half when Ashford fired a shot
into the net with 6:16 left in the
opening period. Junior Anthony
Barbarini was credited with the
assist.

Lapointe is a Quabbin student who is part of the co-op hockey

program.

Seven minutes into the second
period, a shot attempt by Agawam
sophomore Camden Saltmarsh fell
out of the Wildcats goalie’s glove
and the puck bounced into the net
which tied the score for the first
time.

Gardner retook the lead at 3-2
with 2:40 remaining in the second
period following a goal by sopho-
more Matt Whaley.

Less than four minutes into the
third period, a goal by junior Aiden
LaPointe gave the visiting team a
two goal lead for the second time.

LaPointe is also one of the three
Gardner players who attend Quabbin
Regional High School in Barre.

The other two Quabbin play-
ers listed on the Gardner hock-
ey roster are senior Cullan White,
who’s a captain, and senior Kevin
Thompson, who’s the back-up goal-
ie.

Agawam starting goalie Frankie
DiSanti, who’s a senior, made a total
of 26 saves.

The Brownies battled back
during the third period, and they
took the lead, but it quickly slipped
away from them.

“This loss hurts right now, but
we’ll be fine,” Rowley said. “At the
end of the day, it’s only one game
out of 20.”

The Brownies will be looking to
get back into the win column against
McCann Tech on Saturday night.

MAHAR,

continued from page 9

The Cougars only double-digit
scorers against the Senators were
senior guard Hart Waz and junior
center Jack Stevens.

Waz made five of his team’s nine
3-pointers leading to his team-lead-
ing 15 points, while Stevens scored
seven of his 12 points in the second
half.

Junior forward Jacob Toomey
checked in with eight points and
junior guard Jacoby Labillois added
six points. The Cougars other two
scorers were sophomore forward’s
Liam McGrath (4 points) and
Christian Rudz (3 points).

McGrath was a starter in a varsi-
ty game for the first time.

Just like the weather outside
of the Quaboag gymnasium, both
teams were ice cold offensively
during the first eight minutes of the
contest.

With 25 seconds left in the first
quarter, Waz made his first 3-point-
er from the left side which tied the
score at 6-6. Then a put-back hoop
by sophomore center Max Kimball
gave the visitors a two point lead
entering the second stanza.

Mahar held a 12-6 lead a min-
ute into the second quarter before
back-to-back McGrath lay-ups
sliced the Cougars deficit down to
two points.

The home team took their first
lead of the game at 18-15 following
another Waz 3-pointer from the right
side. A minute later, Waz made a
trey from the opposite side of the
court pushing the lead to 21-15.

The Senators then scored the
final three points of the first half, as
senior forward Jayden Delgado (11
points) made a fast-break lay-up and

Morgan Softie gets the jumper.
senior guard Morgan Softic added a
free throw.

Softic scored 12 of his game-
high 17 points during the second
half.

The Cougars put together an
impressive 21-7 run during the first
six minutes of the second half.

The third quarter run began with
Toomey hitting a 3-pointer from the
top of the key.

Then a pair of inside hoops by
Stevens gave the Cougars a dou-
ble digit lead for the first time at
30-20 with 5:15 left in the third
quarter.

Quaboag built a 34-20 advan-
tage a minute later following a Waz
3-pointer. He made another trey and
a Toomey put-back hoop gave the
Cougars their largest lead, 42-25,
with 2:35 remaining in third quarter.

The home team was only leading
42-34 entering the final eight min-
utes of the contest, as the Senators
scored the final nine points of the
quarter. Softic scored six of those
points.

Mabhar also scored the first nine

points of the fourth quarter.

Holding a slim, 42-41, the
Cougars managed to hold onto the
lead for a little bit longer when
Stevens converted an old fashion
three-point play with 3:19 showing
on the scoreboard clock.

Mahar was able to tie the score
at 45-45 with a lay-up and a pair of
free throws.

With 1:55 left Labillois buried a
3-pointer from the left side giving
the home fans something to cheer
about.

A Softic 3-pointer tied the score
(48-48) for the final time with 1:20
left in regulation.

The Senators would retake the
lead for the first time since the sec-
ond quarter when Delgado was
fouled while making an inside bas-
ket with 18.8 seconds left. He also
made the bonus free throw.

Quaboag had an opportunity to
tie the score for the sixth time, but
they missed a three point shot at the
buzzer.

The two head coaches are hoping
that the series continues next year.
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A SALUTE TO OUR BUSINESSES FOR THEIR YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY

The businesses in and around town remain the heartbeat of the community. Some are new, while others date back many generations.
Turley Publications Inc. is happy to showcase them in the order of the year they were established. We hope you enjoy this special section.

Longtime real estate professional and
auctioneer reflects on community

By Abby McCoy
Correspondent

BARRE - For over 55 years,
Paul R. Varney has been a corner-
stone of the Barre community.

Known for his warmth, gener-
osity, and steadfast commitment
to the well-being of those around
him, Varney is not only a success-
ful real estate professional but also
a pillar of support for his neighbors
and fellow townspeople.

local events, Varney is always
looking for ways to give back.
He’s even planning another
charity auction at Hardwick
Crossing on Feb. 8.
“Giving back to
the community has
always been import-
ant to me,” Varney
said. “It’s all about
helping where you
can.”
Varney’s con-

ness intertwine. His office features
two playful cats, and there’s even
a playpen for his grandchil-
dren to stay in while the
workday goes on.
Varney’s fami-
ly is central to his
life and his busi-
ness; his daugh-
ter manages the
office, and his
son helps with
the more physi-

ous water testing routine, ensur-
ing the quality remains consistent-
ly excellent. His system has been
recognized by the Department of
Environmental Protection and the
Northeast Rural Water Association
for outstanding performance, with
the system earning the highest rat-
ing in its category.

The DEP even awarded him a
special honor after extensive state
and federal testing showed that the
water had no detectable pollutants

nection to the town
is not just through his
business or char-
ity work, but also

As the owner of Waterwheel
Village, a 55+ mobile home com-
munity, Varney has made a lasting
impact. His work helping seniors

cally demanding
tasks. Both children
are expected to
carry on the family

and was of superior quality.

For Varney, the water project
is just another way of serving his
community.

This sign in the window of Colonel Isaac Barre Restaurant
and Meetinghouse Tavern announces the business will be
opening in late April or early May 1991. Previously, it was the
location of the Barre Restaurant and currently is the location

downsize into affordable homes
has earned him the respect and
admiration of the community.

Waterwheel Village, with its
67 plots, is a place where peo-
ple can find peace and stabili-
ty in their retirement years. The
self-sustained neighborhood,
which includes a central pond
and well-maintained roads, is a
testament to Varney’s hands-on
approach to ensuring his residents
feel at home.

But Varney’s influence extends
far beyond his business. A licensed
auctioneer, he volunteers his
time for charitable causes around
town. Whether organizing bene-
fit auctions for the Stone Church
in Gilbertville or helping out with

through personal
touches that make
him beloved by
everyone he meets.

He fondly recalls
the days when he ran his office on
the other side of town, where he
had a 100-foot Christmas tree dec-
orated with 5,500 lights. During
the holidays, he hosted Santa
Claus for the kids, served hot apple
cider, and created a warm, wel-
coming atmosphere for families.

Though the tree was eventually
cut down after he moved his office,
Varney holds onto memories of
those joyful seasons.

Today, his new office at 12
Nichewaug Road remains a hub
of activity, where family and busi-
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Richard S. Mansfield, Ricky Mansfield
Fumeral Directors

1158 Main Street * Holden * 508 829-4434
100 Worcester Road ¢ Sterling * 978 422-0100

www.milesfuneralbome.com

Proudly observing our 128th year

Holden

Paul Varney has been

an integral part of the

Barre community for
over 55 years.

business when he
retires.

Beyond his
work in real estate,
Varney’s efforts to
provide quality water to the com-
munity have earned him statewide
recognition.

Over four decades ago, he and
his business partner, AJ Gauthier,
faced a difficult challenge when
they drilled a 300-foot artesian
well at Waterwheel Village, initial-
ly yielding only a small amount of
stone dust. Undeterred, they drilled
deeper and eventually created a
reliable water source that now pro-
vides 1.7 million gallons of water
per year to the residents.

Varney has maintained a rigor-
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SECURITY

against the unexpected
OFFERING FREE REGISTRY SERVICE

Representing many fine companies including Safety Insurance Company

Insurance for Home, Auto, Business, Worker’s
Gompensation, Boats, Recreational Vehicles & More!

Bundling Home/Auto or Gombining Policies

Offices at Two Convenient Locations

9 EXCHANGE ST, BARRE, MA
Tel.:(978)355-4028
Fax: (978)355-6280

AUTO » HOME * BUSINESS

53 GARDNER RD., HUBBARDSTON
Tel.:(978)928-5875
Fax: (978)928-1340

W JOANNE MADSEN-BROBERG
PRESIDENT
M CRAIG BROBERG, VICE-PRESIDENT

BROBERG INSURANCE GROUP, INC.

“The residents trust me to pro-
vide them with safe, clean water,”
Varney said. “It’s something I take
seriously, and I'm proud to know
that the water we provide is of the
highest quality.”

As Varney approaches retire-
ment, the future of Waterwheel
Village and the legacy of his ser-
vice to the Barre community
remain in good hands. His chil-
dren, who are deeply involved
in the business, will continue his
work and uphold the values of
kindness, dedication, and commu-
nity that have defined his career.

Two friendly
cats welcome
guests to the
Waterwheel
Realty office.

of Red Tomato Pizza and Restaurant.
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Since 1927

Barre, MA

Propane /

L.P., Gas & Appliances

Sales & Service
978-355-2311
978-355-6406

Richard P. Wine, Jr.
President
epwinepropane.com
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HEATING OILS » PROPANE * DIESEL FUELS

HEATING SYSTEM INSTALLATIONS
24 HOUR BURNER SERVICE
CENTRAL A/C INSTALLATION & SERVICE
EXCAVATION AND SEPTIC SYSTEMS
STONE AND SAND

978-355-6649

71 Worcester Road * Barre, MA 01005
WWww.rjmenergy.com
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Check out our website www.HardwickFarmers.net

For A Taste Of The Country
For Over 111 Years!

Hardwick Farmers’ offers items of high
quality at fair prices with outstanding
customer service. We've been supplying
local farmers, pet owners and
gardeners for over 107 years! Let our
knowledgeable staff help with your farm
and garden needs. From our garden
center to livestock feeds; from fencing
supplies to fertilizer; from pet supplies
to clothing and footwear - we have it all.
We’re easy to get to and worth the trip.

Grain & Feed - Farm & Garden Supplies
Plants ¢ Annuals ¢ Perennials ¢ Vegetables * Trees
Shrubs ¢ Pet Supplies ¢ Pet Food
Clothing for Men, Women & Children ¢ Gates ¢ Fencing
Children’s Toys and So Much More...

Hardwick Farmers’ Co-Operative

444 Lower Rd, Hardwick, MA » 413.477.6913
Monday-Friday 8-6; Saturday 8-5; Sunday 9-3
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1917

HEALY BROTHERS

1917

INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

Barre, Massachusetts 01005

On-Site Registry
Services Provided

10 Common Street

2024

www.healybros.com

978-355-4536
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Your Trusted Name For 94 Years

We can offer the Following Services:
¢ Headstones & Grass Markers
e Cemetery Lettering
e Civic & Public Monuments
e Custom Designs & Styles
¢ Boulders & Irregular Shapes
¢ Bronze Memorial Plaques
e Laser Etching
e Granite Statuary
e Monument Cleaning & Maintenance
e Benches & Urns
e Commercial Granite Signs
e \eterans War Memorials

199 Petersham Road (Route 32), Athol
978-249-2206

www.MannMemorials.com
Open Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. « Sat. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. « Closed Sun.

Brookfield Orchards

Cider Donuts ¢ Cider
Cakes ¢ Cheese ® Honey
Homemade Fudge
Apple Pies (Regular & Sweet-N-Low)
Maple Products
Open Daily 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

®

Kraeis

12 Lincoln Road, North Brookfield
508.867.6858 » 877.622.7555
www.brookfieldorchards.com
Follow signs from Rts 9, 31, 67 or 148

BILL'S GARAGE
OF RUTLAND INC

General Auto Repairs * 24 Hour Towing
Gas - Diesel - Propane
Custom Exhausts & Alignments

TIRE & ALIGNMENT CENTER

Also Featuring
Non Ethanol Fuels & VP Racing Fuels

74 Maple Avenue (Route 56), Rutland
508-886-4401 » 508-886-2371
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A SALUTE TO OUR BUSINESSES FOR THEIR YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY

The Commonplace Market

countless hours antiquing with her
family, an experience that left a last-
ing impression. After years of living in
Worcester, she and her husband settled
in Barre, drawn to its small-town charm
and the peace of life in the woods.

“We came here to watch birds in a
cabin in the woods,” Hall said with a
smile.

New store offers
antiques, vintage
treasures and

handmade crafts

is i i .D.S.
This is a business card for R
Mortimer, manager of the Barre Shoe

Co., a manufacturer of shoes, in Barre.

ESTABLISHED
1956

Law Offices of
CRANSTON & CRANSTON, P, C,

Francis J. Cranston, Esq. (1929-2009) Paul M. Cranston, Esq.
Joel S. Cranston, Esq.

OVER 60 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY EQUALS
STRENGTH, EXPERIENCE AND RELIABILITY

Real Estate * Wills, Trusts, Estates ¢ Personal Injury
Divorce ¢ Family Law e Civil Litigation * Criminal Law

QUABBIN OFFICE BUILDING
26 VALLEY ROAD, P.0. BOX 938
BARRE, MASSACHUSETTS 01005

Phone (978) 355-2100 Fax (978) 355-6150 E-mail pmcatty@aol.com
Email: cranstonjs@gmail.com

By Abby McCoy
Correspondent

BARRE -The charming town
of Barre saw an exciting new addi-
tion when The Commonplace Market
opened its doors on Sept. 4, 2024.

Located in the historic Barre Savings
Bank building at 56 Common St., the
marketplace quickly became a popular
destination for both locals and visitors.

Founded by Barre resident Kate Hall,
The Commonplace Market serves as
a dynamic space for antiques, vintage
treasures, and handmade crafts. The
market boasts more than 40 local ven-
dors who offer an eclectic mix of locally
made, sustainable goods.

For Hall, the marketplace was more
than just a business venture, it was a
chance to combine her love for antiques
with her commitment to sustainability.

Turley Photos by Abby McCoy
Barre resident Kate Hall is the
owner of The Commonplace
Market, located at 56 Common St.

“Everything is so cheap nowadays.
Cheap materials, cheap production. We
need antiques more than ever, because
that’s where the real quality is. A well-
made bureau can last generations, and
that’s what we’re here to offer: sturdy,
beautiful pieces that you can use for
years,” she explained.

Hall’s love of antiques runs deep.
She grew up in Charlton, spending

The town’s welcoming atmosphere,
combined with its rich history, made
it the perfect place for Hall to turn her
passion into a business.

The market brings together local arti-
sans, vintage collectors, and sustain-
able makers; many of whom are based
in Massachusetts, with several coming
from Barre itself. Hall has created a
community-driven space where collabo-
ration thrives and small businesses have
the opportunity to grow in a local, his-
toric setting.

After years of work-
ing in corporate settings,
Hall has applied her

The Commonplace Market uses
the former vault from the Barre
Savings Bank to house and dis-
play items from local vendors.

“I love being my own boss and hav-
ing the flexibility to work on my own
schedule,” Hall said. “After spending
years in corporate jobs, I've learned
how to manage a lot of moving parts,
but this is where my heart is. It’s about

Continued on next page

management skills to
run The Commonplace
Market largely on her
own, with occasional
help from the vendors.

ESTABLISHED
1986

LANDRY & MEILUS,
LLP

PETERSHAM SANITARY SERVICE

THEN NOW
Servicing Barre, Oakham, Hubbardston,
Hardwick, Petersham, New Braintree,
Ware, Rutland and More

Septic Tank Pumping ~ Residential/Commercial
Family Owned and Operated
Reliable, Honest & Professional

978-724-3434

www.PetershamSanitaryService.com

ESTABLISHED
1961

W.R. ROBINSON LUMBER CO., INC.

www.wrrobinsonlumber.com

OUR PRODUCTS INCLUDE:
The Largest Selection of
Eastern White Pine in the Area
Wide Pine Flooring, Paneling, Siding
Beams & Timbers
Natural or Dyed Bark Mulch
at Mill Direct Pricing

413-477-6050

Cleveland Road (off Route 32) * Hardwick/Barre Line
Open Monday-Friday 7am-4pm; Saturday 7am-Noon

ESTABLISHED
1970

The Varney Family of Companies

12 Nichewaug Road, Barre, MA 01005
Waterwheel Realty
978-355-4438

Professional
Real Estate Services
Since 1978

Before You List Please Call Us On Our
Special Low Commission Rates!

Before you buy or rent to own, visit...

Waterwheel
Village
A Unique 55 & Better
Mobile Home Community

978-355-3454

Well Domes

Protect Water Wells
Strong Security Against the Unexpected

978-355-3454

We're always looking for good sales people and contractors

Eastern Solar Services

Servicing the Industry for Over 45 Years

Thank you to our loyal area
customers. May your reward of
energy independence continue fo
keep you “showered in savings”
for many years to come.

469 Barre Road PO Box 60
Oakham, MA 01068  Wayland, MA 01778
508-882-0102 508-358-5281

Attorneys

General Practice of Law
Concentrating on All Phases
of Real Estate & Estate Planning

21 Summer Street ® P.O. Box 910
Barre, MA 01005
978-355-2289
5 State Street, Worcester
www.landryandmeiluslaw.com

ESTABLISHED
1989

ESTABLISHED

BRING WARMTH AND
COMFORT TO YOUR HOME
with Alternative Energy Solutions

I

SALES - SERVICE - INSTALLATION - FINANCING

With a new stove, fireplace, furnace, or solar panel system, your home
can have affordable heating, comfortable temperatures, and beautiful
spaces. Get started creating your cozy home with Higgins!

HIGGINSENERGY.COM

978-355-6343 - 140 WORCESTER RD. BARRE, MA 01005

ESTABLISHED
1975

Barre
Pizza

10 Moulton Street
(On the Common)
Barre

(978)
355-4595

HOURS: MON.-SAT. 10AM-8PM, SUN. NOON-8PM
Accepting All Credit Cards

ESTABLISHED
1980

The life of any small local family run business is a
long arduous uphill battle filled with growing pains,
uncertainty and change. We here at Dave's Appliance
have been serving the community and their home
appliance needs for the past 43 years plus in an era
of rapidly changing industries and technologies. The
business was first founded by Dave and Patricia Caron
along with their three sons, Dave Jr., Rick and John
in an attached barn area off their family home. Inits ~ Rick Caron (L), John Caron (R)
infancy, Dave's sold mostly antiques and furniture and perhaps a refrigerator or two;
but by the mid 1990's the townspeople knew us as Dave's Maytag. Our local “Maytag
men” specialized in the retail and home repair of Maytag products. By the end of the
twentieth century, our founder Dave had passed away, big box stores were moving in,
and Maytag was bought out by Whirlpool.

Patricia, Rick and John dug their heels into the dirt, joined a buying group with
more retail power and built a new larger 7000 square foot facility next door, a location
where they have operated comfortably for the past fifteen years.

We would like to thank the local townspeople for their continued support and
business over the past 40 years plus. The torch has passed to new co-owners Rick and
John Caron, who will continue to aid the local community with the sales of new and
reconditioned appliances, as well as supplying in-shop and in-home appliance repairs.

www.davesapp.com

508-867-3122

Parts Hotline 888-229-1027
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 ¢ Fri 9-5  Sat 10-3 Dave, Rick and John Caron, 1983.

The C
gou%fy

Sally Harrington, Proprietor

“Everything for the Discriminating Cook”
Coffee ® Teas ® Cooking Gadgets

Herbs & Spices
Small Amounts Available
547 Summer Street, Barre, MA 01005
Tel. 978-355-6999

Like Us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/country.gourmet.barre

PARKER
HOUSE OF PIZZA

1 10% Off Your Purchase |

I With This Ad. Offer Expires February 28, 2025. 1

WE DELIVER
We Now Offer Online Ordering
parkerhousepizza.com
17 Pleasant Street, Downtown Gardner
978-632-9383 ¢ 978-630-3955
Open Mon.-Sat. 11am-9pm ¢ Closed Sunday

ESTABLISHED
1984

)

RESTAURANT & LOUNGE

04 Barre-Paxton Road, Route 122, Rutland
WE KEEP IT SIMPLE.

Great Food, Great Drinks, Great Service & Great People!

Prime Rib & :
Fresh Seafood .?:.:!! g:lggu
Best Pizza InTown! | _Svecials!

CATERING & EVENT AVAILABLE
BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!!!

Check Out Our Specials at
www.laddsrestaurant.net

6 Big Screen TVs To Watch!
208-886-4771

e RESTAURANT & LOUNGE HOURS:
~ WED &THURS 4:00-9:00 PM; FRI 2:00-9:00 PM;
=B saT 11:30 AM-0:30 PM; SUN 11:30 AN-9:00 PM

ESTABLISHEp
1990

KEEPING THE COMMUNITY ON THE
ROAD FOR MORE THAN 35 YEARS

SHOP OUR GREAT SELECTION
OF QUALITY PRE-OWNED
VEHICLES, TOO!

~
h¢ 442 WEST BROADWAY, GARDNER
978-630-2001 | SALVADOREAUTO.COM

ESTABLISHED
@fé{% %&: WEISLOLL S
Y e Do
O air eag/z,

24 North Brookfield Road, Barre Plains
978-355-4467

Servicing Men, Women & Children

Clipper, Razor & Precision Cutting
Coloring, Foiling, Texture Services & Styling
Paul Mitchell Focus Salon
Open Tuesday-Saturday and by Appointment
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A SALUTE TO OUR BUSINESSES FOR THEIR YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY

Dresser, Rogers and Company Straw Hat
Works had over 100 employees. The company
had the capacity to make over 2,500 dozen
hats per day.

This is
aview
of West
Street
in Barre
before
the
roads
were
paved.

C.H. Parker and Son General Store was locat-
ed in the Coldbrook section of Oakham.
Parker also owned a sawmiill.

White Valley Motors
&

Dave’s Tow & Transport

843 Worcester Road, Barre
978-355-2200

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm
Saturday 8:00am-12:00pm

NN NP sasusip s BN NN NN
I N EEN M E N NEN

2 P
J &J Family Restaurant
815 Worcester Rd., (Route 122), Barre
978-355-2122

Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Friday & Saturday 7:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.; Sunday 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Farber & Lindley
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
56 Common St., Barre /4,9 )
978-257-8389 _

Personal Injury
Automobile Accident
Slip and Fall

www.farberandlindley.com

Socony Garage in Barre was located near
the Unitarian Church on Broad Street.

The Park View Inn overlooking Oakham
Common burned in 1907.

ESTABLISHEp
2018

Specialties

Fresh Fried Fish and Chips: Served with
fries, coleslaw, lemon & tartar sauce. $15.95

Shrimp and Scallop Florentine:

Fresh scallops and shrimp sauteed with
mushrooms, spinach, garlic, and shallots
deglazed in madeira wine and a delicate
cream sauce over linguine. $19.95

Stuffed Pappers (grandma’s recipe): Two
peppers stuffed with our homemade ground
beef, rice, fresh herb mix stuffing topped
with our tomato sauce and mozzarella with
a side of spaghetti. Served with garlic bread,
salad or soup of the day. $14.95

11 Exchange Street, Barre
978-355-3536

Sunday - Thursday 10am -9pm; Friday & Saturday 10am-10pm

ESTABLISHED
2018

SIGN
UP!
Pom

& REGISTER
to receive our
weekly ad sent
to your inbox
EVERY
THURSDAY

. N [
We are ay Sp@@ti@@@ m..L..M:é,@-,@
with, great; deals)and!

full service departments;

Discoyer the,

Continued from previous page

fostering a local community and supporting sustain-
able businesses.”

The market’s location in the former Barre Savings
Bank building adds a layer of historical charm, pro-
viding a cozy atmosphere that blends Barre’s rich
past with its vibrant present. In addition to antiques
and handmade goods, the market features two rotat-
ing pop-up spots for businesses such as bakeries and
florists, ensuring there’s always something new for
visitors to enjoy.

Sustainability has been at the forefront of Hall’s
vision for the market. She has made it her goal to
offer eco-friendly practices and locally made products,
providing a refreshing alternative to mass-produced
goods.

Hall also plans to further expand the market’s
offerings to include classes, allowing the community
to deepen its connection to local talent and sustainable
shopping.

Since its opening, The Commonplace Market has
become part of a growing antiquing scene in Barre.
The town is now home to several antique shops,
including Village Green Antiques (also known as
Sleepy Hauler Antiques) and the upcoming Wachusett
Antiques, which have made it a popular destina-
tion for antique lovers. Stone Cow Brewery, Insight
Meditation Society, and the Harding Allen Estate
further contribute to the town’s appeal, making it an
excellent location for a day trip.

“There’s a whole antiquing scene here now,” Hall
remarked. “People are traveling here just for the
antiques. It’s the perfect place for a day trip. You can
antique, grab lunch, and enjoy the local history and
vibe of the town. My goal is to furnish your home or
give a gift that will be something unique that nobody
else has.”

Whether visitors are on the hunt for a vintage piece
to furnish their home or looking for a unique gift, The
Commonplace Market offers a one-of-a-kind shopping
experience. With its mix of history, community spirit,
and sustainable practices, it’s become a must-visit spot
for those seeking to shop local and support small busi-
nesses in the heart of Barre.

The Commonplace Market is open Wednesday
through Saturday from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sunday
from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. For more information, visit the
market’s website at www.thecommonplacemarket.com
or stop by to explore the treasures within.

The Commonplace Market is located at
the former Barre Savings Bank building, 56

Common St.
ESTABLISHED
r{ir4]

590 Summer Street, Barre
jthorpe@downrangesports.com

978-257-8090

JESSE THORPE, OWNER

Wholesome, Eresh; Differencel

596 Summer Street, Barre, MA 01005 978-257-8107
OPEN DAILY 8 A.M. - 8 PM.

ESTABLISHED
2022

hardwickcrossing.com

Wy 262 Lower Road
Gilbertville
HARDWICK CROSSING ~ /74:757-8907
EST. 2022 PrO ShOp:
COUNTRY CLUB 774-261-2634
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR
LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF

Specials Posted on
Facebook & Instagram

Prime Rib

Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday
Online Ordering Available

Monday Trivia Night
6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bingo
6:30 p.m.

BOOK
YOUR EVENT
WITH US!

FUNCTION
SPACE
AVAILABLE

Turley Photos by Abby McCoy
Local artists capture a number of stunning
scenes.

ESTABLISHED
2023

978.257.3654

ESTABLISHED
2023

Old Furnace

General Store

1839 Lower Rd., Hardwick, MA
413-477-1234
OldFurnaceGS@aol.com

i:i e i?

Sunday 7 am. -7 p.m.
Monday - Thursday 6 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Friday 6 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturday 7 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Visit us on facebook
www.facebook.com/OldFurnaceGS

Proprietors Amber Duval & Jeremy Nowicki

ESTABLISHED

vl
Stars & Stuipes Linet,

32 Main St., Hubbardston » 978-820-1600
Check Out Our
Facebook Page

For Specials

Like Us On Facebook@hubbtowndiner

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
7:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

warile

ESTABLISHEp
2024

\_CDMMDNF'LACE \

Market

A unigue blend of antigues,
vintage, art & handmade items

56 Common St. Barre, MA e 508-425-0251

WWW.THECOMMONPLACEMARKET.COM
Shop hours: Wednesday thru Saturday 10 -5, Sunday 11-4
THECOMMONPLACEMARKET@GMAIL.COM
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Public Safety

Barre Police Log

Sunday, Jan. 19

8:08 a.m. Road Condition
Notification, Town Wide, Message
Delivered

4:39 p.m. Abandoned Vehicle/
Parking Issues, Celona Square, Area
Patrolled

10:27 p.m. Landlord Tenant/
Neighbor Dispute, West Street, Peace
Restored

Monday, Jan. 20

8:15 a.m. Fire — Power Lines Down/
Arcing, Worcester Road, Investigated

9:45 a.m. Landlord Tenant/Neighbor
Dispute, North Brookfield Road, Officer
Spoke to Party

9:51 a.m. ACO Lost and Found/
Wildlife, Old Dana Road, Public Assist

12:54 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Falls, Transported to Hospital

2:43 p.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Hubbardston Road,
Ambulance Signed Refusal

3:39 p.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Main Street, Vehicle Towed

5:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle — Disabled,
Williamsville Road, Remove Hazard

8:14 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Sick/Unknown, Gauthier
Road, Public Assist

Tuesday, Jan. 21

12:26 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle
— Parking Issue, South Street, Officer
Spoke to Party

6:44 a.m. Erratic Operator,
Worcester Road, Area Search Negative

8:39 a.m. Court Duty, East
Brookfield District Court, Court Duty

11:31 a.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Hubbardston Road,
Unfounded

8:16 p.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, North Brookfield Road,
Vehicle Towed

8:27 p.m. Road Condition
Notification, Wauwinet Road, Officer/
Chief Advised

9:47 p.m. Fire - Smoke
Investigation, Jackson Lane, Report
Field

Wednesday, Jan. 22

6:46 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Breathing Difficulty, South
Barre Road, Transported to Hospital

10:23 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Welfare Check, West Street,
Negative Contact

5:29 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Abdominal/Back Pain, School
North Street, Transported to Hospital

5:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Vernon Avenue, Written Warning

10:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Summer Street, Written Warning

Thursday, Jan. 23
8:18 a.m. Follow-Up Investigation,
South Street, Officer Spoke to Party
8:32 a.m. Follow-Up Investigation,
South Street, Investigated
9:38 p.m. Fire — Public Service Call,
South Street, Investigated

Friday, Jan. 24

10:13 a.m. Complaint, Broad Street,
Area Patrolled

7:32 p.m. Safety Concern, Grove
North Street, Officer/Chief Advised

11:23 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Sick/Unknown, Ruggles Lane,
Transported to Hospital

Saturday, Jan. 25

11:26 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Abdominal/Back Pain, South
Barre Road, Transported to Hospital

4:43 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Sick/Unknown, Ruggles Lane,
Transported to Hospital

7:52 p.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Valley Road, No Fire Service
Necessary

9:34 p.m. Follow-Up Investigation,
Hubbardston Road, Citation Issued

Hardwick Police Log

During the week of Jan. 20-27,
the Hardwick/New Braintree Police
Department responded to 52 build-
ing/property checks, 37 directed/area
patrols, one radar assignment, six traf-
fic controls, nine emergency 911 calls,
three citizen assists, one complaint, one
motor vehicle accident, one vehicle fire,
two investigations, one animal call and
three motor vehicle stops in the town of
Hardwick.

Tuesday, Jan. 21

6:56 a.m. Complaint/Motor Vehicle
Operations, Barre Road, Negative
Contact

9:34 a.m. Medical Emergency, Main
Street, Services Rendered

1:22 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency,
Hardwick Road, Services Rendered

Wednesday, Jan. 22
12:12 p.m. Assist Citizen, Main
Street, Dispatch Handled
4:18 p.m. 911 Motor Vehicle
Accident, Main Street, Officer Handled

Thursday, Jan. 23

11:40 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency,
Main Street, Transported to Hospital

3:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Barre
Road, Written Warning

4:08 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Barre
Road, Written Warning

5:19 p.m. 911 Abandoned, Broad
Street, Spoken To

Friday, Jan. 24
9:53 a.m. Assist Citizen, Turkey
Street, Officer Handled
12:40 p.m. Assist Citizen, Main
Street, Services Rendered

Saturday, Jan. 25
4:17 a.m. Disabled Motor Vehicle,

Lower Road, Vehicle Towed

2:31 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency,
Church Lane, Transported to Hospital

3:283 p.m. Investigation, Lower Road,
Officer Handled

5:12 p.m. Investigation, Out of Town,
Officer Handled

5:14 p.m. 911 Misdial, Broad Street,
Officer Handled

Monday, Jan. 27
7:40 a.m. 911 Fire/Auto, Barre Road,
Taken/Referred to Other Agency

During the week of Jan. 27-Feb.
3, the Hardwick/New Braintree Police
Department responded to 41 build-
ing/property checks, 29 directed/area
patrols, five radar assignments, eight
traffic controls, 10 emergency 911 calls,
three citizen assists, two assist other
agencies, one complaint, five safety
hazards, one motor vehicle accident,
one motor vehicle investigation, one
threat and 10 motor vehicle stops in the
town of Hardwick.

Monday, Jan. 27
9:42 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Barre
Road, Written Warning
9:57 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Barre
Road, Written Warning
4:32 p.m. Safety Hazard, Petersham
Road, Services Rendered

Tuesday, Jan. 28

8:14 a.m. Motor Vehicle Accident,
Lower Road, Report Taken

10:01 a.m. Assist Other Agency,
North Street, Dispatch Handled

10:42 a.m. Safety Hazard, Delargy
Road, Officer Handled

10:58 a.m. Safety Hazard, Ridge
Road, Officer Handled

11:25 a.m. 911 Hang-up/Abandoned,

Main Street, Report Taken
8:42 p.m. Assist Citizen, Main Street,
Officer Handled

Wednesday, Jan. 29

2:02 a.m. Safety Hazard, Main
Street, Dispatch Handled

11:56 a.m. Assist Citizen, Gaudet
Road, Officer Handled

1:14 p.m. 911 Complaint/Motor
Vehicle Operations, Bridge Street,
Negative Contact

1:39 p.m. 911 Assist Other Agency,
Mill Street, No Action Required

7:12 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency,
Joslyn Road, Transported to Hospital

Thursday, Jan. 30
7:54 a.m. Assist Citizen, Main Street,
Spoken To
9:12 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency,
Simpson Road, Transported to Hospital

Friday, Jan. 31
10:17 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency,
Church Lane, Services Rendered
10:44 a.m. Threat, School House
Drive, Officer Handled

Saturday, Feb. 1
3:57 p.m. Safety Hazard, Taylor Hill
Road, Dispatch Handled
5:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Lower
Road, Written Warning

Sunday, Feb. 2

5:26 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency,
Ruggles Hill Road, Services Rendered

8:51 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency,
Jackson Road, Transported to Hospital

3:06 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Investigation, Barre Road, Officer
Handled

9:11 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency,
Hardwick Road, Transported to Hospital

Oakham Police Log

Sunday, Jan. 19
9:16 a.m. Suspicious Person/Vehicle
Activity, East Hill Road, Investigated
1:39 p.m. Assist Other Police
Department, Rutherford Road, Officer
Spoke to Party

Monday, Jan. 20
5:06 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Worcester Road, Citation Issued

Tuesday, Jan. 21

10:40 a.m. Fraud or Forgery,
Bechan Road, Report Filed

12:22 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Welfare Check, Gaffney
Road, Negative Contact

8:16 p.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, North Brookfield Road,
Vehicle Towed

Wednesday, Jan. 22
4:23 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Welfare Check, Gaffney
Road, Officer Spoke to Party

Friday, Jan. 24
12:13 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Sick Unknown, Scott Road,
Transported to Hospital
12:37 p.m. Court Duty, East
Brookfield District Court, Court Duty

New Braintree Police Log

During the week of Jan. 27-Feb.
3, the Hardwick/New Braintree Police
Department responded to 10 build-
ing/property checks, 19 directed/area
patrols, four radar assignments, three
traffic controls, four emergency 911
calls, one assist other agency, two citi-
zen assists, one motor vehicle accident,
one safety hazard, and 10 motor vehicle
stops in the town of New Braintree.

Monday, Jan. 27
8:29 a.m. 911 Motor Vehicle
Accident, West Road, Vehicle Towed
3:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Gilbertville Road, Written Warning
8:32 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,

FOR RENT
Quabbin Estates

41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry

facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo.
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible
apartments when available.

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

Ravine Road, Written Warning
8:41 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Hardwick Road, Written Warning

Wednesday, Jan. 29
12:24 p.m. Assist Other Agency,
Memorial Drive, Taken/Referred to
Other Agency

Thursday, Jan. 30
1:54 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Selectmen’s Officer, Services Rendered

Friday, Jan. 31
12:10 a.m. Medical Emergency,
Hardwick Road, Transported to Hospital
10:33 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency,

Old Common Road, Transported to
Hospital

4:21 p.m. Safety Hazard, Dennis
Whitney Road, Taken/Referred to Other
Agency

Saturday, Feb. 1

5:36 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency,
Worcester Road, Transported to
Hospital

7:30 a.m. Assist Citizen,
Common Road, Spoken To

11:42 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Barre
Road, Written Warning

4:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Ravine Road, Written Warning

Old

TOWN OF BARRE
Cemetery Clerk

The Town of Barre is seeking qualified applicants for
the part-time position of Cemetery Clerk. This position
is approximately 10 hours per week and the minimum
hourly rate is $15.00/hour and the maximum hourly
rate is $18.02/hour. A full job description is available
upon request. Applicants must have HS Diploma
or GED, with @ minimum of two to three years’
experience in office setting, or equivalent combination
of education and experience.

Interested applicants should submit a letter
of interest to: Tammy Martin, Town Administrator,

40 West Street, Suite 697, Barre MA 01005 or
townadmin@townofbarre.com. For further information,
please contact the Board of Selectmen’s Office at
(978) 355-2504 x135. AA./E.O.E.

Rutland Police Log

Sunday, Jan 19

12:52 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Chest Pain/Heart Problem,
Glenwood Road, Transported to
Hospital

4:27 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Abdominal/Back Pain,
Pommogussett Road, Ambulance
Signed Refusal

5:55 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Abdominal/Back Pain,
Pommogussett Road, Transported to
Hospital

1:19 p.m. Landlord Tenant/Neighbor
Dispute, Stevans Way, Officer/Chief
Advised

3:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Pommogussett Road, Criminal
Complaint

Summons Brito Saladin, Darian
Yelissa, 27, Worcester

Charges: Uninsured Motor Vehicle,
Unregistered Motor Vehicle

3:37 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Sick/Unknown, Pleasantdale
Road, Transported to Hospital

3:43 p.m. Landlord Tenant/Neighbor
Dispute, Maple Avenue, Officer Spoke
to Party

3:44 p.m Motor Vehicle Stop, East
County Road, Written Warning

4:04 p.m. Fire — Structure Fires,
Soucy Drive, Investigated

5:16 p.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Charnock Hill Road,
Ambulance Signed Refusal

9:04 p.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Maple Avenue, No Fire
Service Necessary

Monday, Jan. 20

3:16 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle/
Parking Issues, Edith Lane, Citation
Issued

5:22 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Chest Pain/Heart Problem,
Jackson Avenue, Transported to
Hospital

10:13 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Welfare Check, Main Street,
Officer Spoke to Party

11 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Vista
Circle, Vehicle Towed

11:10 a.m. Identity Theft, Nancy
Drive, Report Filed

3:48 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Wachusett Street, Citation Issued

4:32 p.m. Landlord Tenant/Neighbor
Dispute, Walnut Street, Report Filed

5:50 p.m. Follow-Up Investigation,
Valley View Circle, Officer Spoke to
Party

9:56 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East
County Road, Citation Issued

Tuesday, Jan. 21
7:45 a.m. Motor Vehicle — Disabled,
Main Street, Public Assist
9:04 a.m. Suspicious Person/Vehicle
Activity, Main Street, Officer/Chief
Advised
10:38 a.m. Animal — ACO Call,

Watson Lane, Message Delivered

10:39 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Maple Avenue, Citation Issued

11:12 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Criminal Complaint

Summons Blankinship, John B., 49,
Rutland

Charges Uninsured Motor Vehicle,
Registration Suspended, Operating
Motor Vehicle With, Unregistered Motor
Vehicle

12:08 p.m. ACO Lost and Found
Wildlife, Athens Avenue, Message
Delivered

1 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Written Warning

1:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East
County Road, Written Warning

1:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East
County Road, Written Warning

2:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Maple
Avenue, Written Warning

2:57 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Written Warning

2:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main
Street, Written Warning

3:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East
County Road, Citation Issued

3:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Pleasantdale Road, Written Warning

3:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Criminal Complaint

Summons Orcutt, Paula Kay, 71,
Spencer

Charges Registration Suspended,
Operating Motor Vehicle With,
Uninsured Motor vehicle,, Inspection/
Sticker, No

4:08 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Barre
Paxton Road, Written Warning

5:39 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Sick/Unknown, East County
Road, Transported to Hospital

6:04 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Falls, Village Way, Ambulance
Signed Refusal

7:53 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Unconscious/Unresponsive/
Syncope, Oakridge Drive, Transported
to Hospital

Wednesday, Jan. 22

2:24 a.m. Erratic Operator, Main
Street, Officer Spoke to Party

8:24 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Citation Issued

8:52 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Falls, East County Road,
Ambulance Signed Refusal

10:13 a.m. Property Retrieval, Main
Street, Message Delivered

Summons Orcutt, Paula Kay, 71,
Spencer

Charges Registration Suspended,
Operating Motor Vehicle Wit, Uninsured
Motor Vehicle, Inspection/Sticker, No

12 p.m. Fraud or Forgery, Welch
Avenue, Report Filed

12:29 p.m. Property — Lost and
Found, Main Street, No Action required

4:49 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Falls, Thornapple Circle,

Ambulance Signed Refusal

5:44 p.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Arrowhead Way, Report Filed

6:50 p.m. Animal — Lost and/or
Found, Maple Avenue, Information
Taken

8:25 p.m. Property — Lost and
Found, Juniper Lane, Dispatch Handled

Thursday, Jan. 23

8:02 a.m. Emergency Medical
Services — Falls, Carly Circle,
Transported to Hospital

9:54 a.m. Burglary, Kosta Avenue,
Report Filed

11:43 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Sick/Unknown, East County
Road, Mutual Aid Transport

12:41 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Written Warning

1:04 p.m. Fraud or Forgery, Main
Street, Officer Spoke to Party

1:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Pommogussett Road, Written Warning

6:21 p.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Pleasantdale Road,
Ambulance Signed Refusal

Friday, Jan. 24

7:11 a.m. Motor Vehicle — Disabled,
Main Street, Officer Spoke to Party

11:09 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Barre
Paxton Road, Criminal Complaint

Summons Autry, Ryan Scott, 50,
Brattleboro, Vermont

Charges Registration Suspended,
Operating Motor Vehicle with,
Uninsured Motor Vehicle, Inspection/
Sticker, No

12:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Barre Paxton Road, Citation Issued

12:13 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Sick/Unknown, Scott Road,
Transported to Hospital

2:49 p.m. Be On the Look
Out Notification, Barre/Oakham/
Hubbardston, Information Given

4:26 p.m. Animal - Wildlife,
Pleasantdale Road, Referred to Other
Agency

6:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Citation Issued

7:05 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Unconscious/Unresponsive/
Syncope, Julie Ann Circle, Ambulance
Signed Refusal

10:38 p.m. Lockout (Home or
Vehicle), Maple Avenue, Entry Gained

Saturday, Jan. 25

5:22 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Seizures, Sycamore Drive,
Transported to Hospital

2:10 p.m. Erratic Operator, East
County Road, Officer Spoke to Party

3:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Main
Street, Written Warning

7:48 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Choking, Pleasantdale Road,
Ambulance Signed Refusal

Hubbardston Police Log

Sunday, Jan. 19

11:30 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle/
Parking Issues, Old Princeton Road
Cutoff, Negative Contact

12:31 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Falls, Old Princeton Road
Cutoff, Transported to Hospital

12:54 p.m. Abandoned Vehicle —
Parking Issues, Old Princeton Road,
Negative Contact

11:06 p.m. Motor Vehicle — Disabled,
Geordie Lane, No Action Required

Monday, Jan. 20

5:41 a.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Gardner Road, Transported
to Hospital

9:04 p.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Williamsville Road, No Fire
Service Necessary

9:22 p.m. Suspicious Person/Vehicle
Activity, Williamsville Road, Officer
Spoke to Party

Tuesday, Jan. 21

5:03 a.m. Motor Vehicle Collision,
Old Boston Turnpike, Ambulance
Signed Refusal

Wednesday, Jan. 22

11:14 a..m. Animal — ACO Call, Plum
Tree Lane, Message Delivered

7:37 p.m. Animal — Wildlife,
Williamsville Road, Message Delivered

Thursday, Jan. 23

9:32 a.m. Court Duty, Gardner
District Court, Court Duty

10:01 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Welfare Check, Morgan
Road, No Fire Service Necessary

10:47 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Falls, Old Princeton Road
Cutoff, Public Assist

Friday, Jan. 24
3:18 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Sick/Unknown, Madison Way,
Transported to Hospital
12:56 p.m. Safety Concern,

Williamsville Road, Officer Spoke to
Party

3:24 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Abdominal/Back Pain,
Ragged Hill Road, Transported to
Hospital

5:49 ;p.m. Motor Vehicle — Disabled,
Old Boston Turnpike, No Police Service
Necessary

9:30 p.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, New Westminster Road,
Vehicle Removed

Saturday, Jan. 25

6:14 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Abdominal/Back Pain,
Williamsville Road, Transported to
Hospital

12:55 p.m. ACO Lost and Found/
Wildlife, Gardner Road, Message
Delivered

7:52 p.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Valley Road, No Fire
Necessary

Gas prices drop a penny

WESTWOOD, — Gasoline pric-
es in the Northeast begin this week
a hair lower than the week before
as petroleum markets digest the
ramifications of a 10% tariff on
Canadian oil imposed by President
Trump over the weekend.

Nearly 70% of U.S. crude oil
imports come from Canada and
Mexico, with the bulk coming
from Canada. Last week, domes-
tic refiners imported 3.7 million
barrels of oil a day from Canada
more than half the 6.4 million bar-
rels a day of total imports, accord-
ing to the Energy Information
Administration. While most
American made gasoline stays in
the U.S. and is used by American
consumers, refiners do rely on
imports of crude to supplement
production of gasoline and other
refined products.

Before the tariff announcement
on Saturday, oil and gasoline prices
were trending down with domestic
crude prices falling by 2.85% to

end the week after the EIA report-
ed inventory builds of both crude
and gasoline. In the Northeast, sup-
plies of gasoline increased by 1.8
million barrels and similar inven-
tory gains were reported across the
rest of the country.

“While tariffs can play a role
in gas prices, they are one fac-
tor among many,” said Mark
Schieldrop, senior spokesperson,
AAA Northeast. “Fluctuations in
gas prices do depend on the price
of crude oil, but also on supply and
demand and other global events,
so time will tell how much impact
will be felt at the pump.”

The average gas price in
Massachusetts is down a penny
from last week ($3.03), averag-
ing $3.02 per gallon. Today’s
price is a cent higher than a month
ago ($3.01) and 13 cents lower
than this day last year ($3.15).
Massachusetts’ average gas price
is 7 cents lower than the national
average.

AAA Northeast’s Feb. 3 survey
of fuel prices found the current
national average down 3 cents from
last week ($3.12), averaging $3.09
gallon. Today’s national average
price is 3 cents higher than a month
ago ($3.06) and 6 cents lower than
this day last year ($3.15).

Today, Mississippi and
Oklahoma have the lowest prices
in the nation at $2.67 and $2.68
respectively. Hawaii and California
hold the highest prices in the nation
this week at $4.54 and $4.47,
respectively. Massachusetts holds
the 22nd place on the list of highest
gas prices in the nation.

AAA Northeast is a not-for-
profit auto club with offices in
Rhode Island, Massachusetts,
Connecticut, New Jersey, New
Hampshire and New York, pro-
viding more than 6.5 million local
AAA members with travel, insur-
ance, financial and auto-related ser-
vices.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance.
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178.

TAG SALE

VALENTINE’S DAY
GARAGE SALE.
FEBRUARY 14-16, 8AM-3PM.
6 PARADISE LAKE ROAD
MONSON.

No early birds please.
Moving, everything must go.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more Donald
Roy (860) 874-8396

2***xxxxA & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping &
complete finishing. All ceiling textures.
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING
LLC. Licensed, insured HVAC Techni-
cian, 30 years experience, repairs, full
and 24 hour emergency service. 413«
275-4408.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

RLH ENTERPRISES
Home improvements, restorations,
renovations. Fully insuredd. HIC Ii-
cense. (413) 668-6685.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing
systems, sump pumps. BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average
12x16 room. Very neat, references,
prompt service call (508)867-2550

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES.
Interior  painting/staining, wallpaper
removal, wall/ceiling resurfacing, cab-
inet painting. Quality workmanship,
fully insured. Free estimates. Call 413-
896-8264.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs &
Replacement of fixtures, water heater
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30
years experience. Fully insured. $10
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call
Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

Call us at 413.283.8393

TAX TIME

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

CASH FOR
K

AIRABLE

AND RE

J
FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

BOATS

1984 LARSON, 15 ft. bowrider, re-
furbished 6 years ago. 80hp, 2 stroke
outboard. Runs well. Trailer included.
$700. (843) 226-4786..

TRUCKS

1980 FORD PICKUP. Available for
restoration. Chassis refurbished, 302
C6 transmission. Needs body and in-
terior work. Moving, can't take with me.
$4000. (843) 226-4786.

STORAGE: FREE MONTH! Se-
cure gate access, well lit. Great prices.
Call Secure Storage at 413-800-
6278 for your free month.

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call For An
Appointment

Personal & Small Business

Federal & All States

e —
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TAX PREPARATION SERVICE
A413-34.8-2279
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IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.
1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

FINANCIAL SERVICES

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056
www.ajefinancial.com

(413)589-1671

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and
rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR

Council on Aging for the
Town of Oakham is seeking
an experienced
Activities Coordinator.
Miscellaneous duties to include sup-
porting current programs and devel-
oping new programs to increase atten-
dance and participation of the growing
aging population in the Oakham Se-
nior Center. Up to 12 hours per week
(flexible) $20.00/hr. depending upon
experience. Resume should be sent
to Admin@Oakham-Ma.gov. or
mailed to Board of Selectmen,
Town of Oakham, 2 Coldbrook

Road, Oakham, MA 01068.

COA COORDINATOR for Town of
Westhampton. Description available
online at www.westhamptonma.
gov. Applications accepted until posi-
tion filled.

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPART-
MENT is now accepting applications
for a FULL-TIME police officer.
Review of applications begins immedi-
ately. Visit www.hampdenpolice.
com for more information. EOE

BUY
LOCALLY
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FOR RENT

BRIGHT SPACIOUS 2 BED-
ROOM IN INDIAN ORCHARD,
3RD FLOOR. $1,100. LARGE KITCH-
EN-LIVING ROOM COMBO. ELEC-
TRIC HEAT. NO SMOKING, NO PETS.
GOOD CREDIT. 413-543-3062

FOR RENT
a

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes
it illegal to advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status (number of children and
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry,
age, marital status, or any intention to
make any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Qur readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH
A c " w H I INSTRUCTION REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages W
a e all cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
FADER’S FITNESS Family owned/operated since 1950
FAST REMO"AI. “We can always work something out”  (413)537-5090
P Offering tailored exercise and nutrition
Junk, Appllaqce, c|ealnolﬂs- services for adults, specializing in ac- I
We load it & take it. tive and static exercise. Fully certified LA
413-531-1936 in personal training and nutrition and TREE WORK
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED insured in the state of MA. Call 914~ 'S
798-784_9 orsendinquiriesto fader- s pAaA.TROM'S TREE SERVICE O
ci@gmail.com PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res- Post your
idential removal of trees, Free jOb openings
1 P11 i Fully insured W/Workman' : 3
Classified Advert151ng e o om bt e s in our classifieds.
takes them down. Cordwood, stump
NEW DEADLINE grinding. Call 413-283-6374. We get results!
FRIDAY AT NOON Call 413-283-8393
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT 2PM
or call: 413-283-8393
A [ )
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Bas;{g_‘gg
2 B | 22 Besron| 23 S| 28 e 2n00
%5 B0 | 26 Beizata| 27 Beeszoso| 28 B a000
29 mesrrics| 30 msprice| 31 masgprics| 32 Besepric
33 Bt | 34 Beianoa| 39 e B Saa00
37 Besaan | 38 Beamo0| 39 ] e San.00
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard [ VISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 0 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Ccvwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

)

RSt
BROOKF

BROOKFELD

BRMFELD
STURBRIDGE.

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation,
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to
make any such preference, limitation,
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.
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AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
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Unlike many daily newspapers, com-

reason alone, we’re local all the time. We
bring home local news, reach a dedicated
local audience and enrich each page with
local advertisers.

provide the kind of news that has serious
meaning in local households — they continue
to be an important outlet for advertisers,

most likely customers. It's the kind of service
only a local paper can provide.

Think about it this way, how many sto-
ries do you see about your town, the busi-
nesses that thrive in them or the people

We're appies

munity newspapers are thriving for one
In fact, community newspapers not only

knowing that they’re the only source to allow
“mom and pop” businesses to reach their

who live and work next to you, on the pages

Turley®

Publications, Inc.

of your daily newspaper? You won't find
many. And that's what makes us different
and keeps us thriving. Turley Publications
has long recognized the importance of
community and remains strongly commit-
ted to those we serve. It's not po-ta-toe, po-
tat-o when it comes to comparing newspa-
pers, it’s apples and oranges.

Support your community and shop

with our advertisers who make
this publication possible.

Turley®

Publications, Inc.

www.turley.com
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State Fire Marshal offers cold snap heating safety tips

STOW — With temperatures
expected to dip into the teens over-
night this week, Massachusetts
State Fire Marshal Jon M. Davine
reminds residents to stay warm
safely and protect their loved ones
from some of the most common
home heating fires.

“We’re expecting very cold
weather in the nights ahead, and
home heating appliances will be
working overtime,” said State Fire
Marshal Jon M. Davine. “Heating
equipment is the leading cause of
carbon monoxide at home and the
second leading cause of residential
fires. Whether you’re using gas, oil,
solid fuel or space heaters to keep
warm, be sure you keep safe, too.”

State Fire Marshal Davine said
there were nearly 6,000 heating
fires in Massachusetts from 2019
to 2023. These fires claimed eight
lives, caused 139 injuries to fire-
fighters and residents, and contrib-
uted to over $42 million in damage.

And in 2023 alone, Massachusetts
fire departments reported finding
carbon monoxide at nearly 5,000
non-fire incidents.

Every household needs work-
ing smoke and carbon monox-
ide alarms on every level of their
home. Check the manufacturing
date on the back of the alarms so
people know when to replace them:
smoke alarms should be replaced
after ten years and carbon mon-
oxide alarms should be replaced
after five to ten years depending on
the model. If the alarms take alka-
line batteries, put in fresh batteries
twice a year when people change
their clocks. If it’s time to replace
alarms, choose new ones from a
well-known, national brand. Select
smoke alarms with a sealed, long-
life battery and a hush feature.

If people have a furnace, water
heater or oil burner, have it profes-
sionally checked and serviced each
year. This will help it run more

efficiently, which will save money
and could save a life. Always keep
a three-foot “circle of safety”
around the appliance clear of any-
thing that could catch fire. Never
store painting supplies, aerosol
cans or other flammable items near
these appliances. If people smell
gas, don’t use any electrical switch-
es or devices: get out, stay out and
call 9-1-1 right away.

Residents struggling to pay for
heating bills or maintenance may
be eligible for assistance through
the Massachusetts home energy
assistance program, HEAP. No
matter what type of heating equip-
ment people use HEAP may be
able to help pay their winter heat-
ing bills or maintain their heating
system. All Massachusetts resi-
dents are encouraged to explore
eligibility for this free program and
apply for assistance.

If people use a fireplace or a
stove that burns wood, pellets or

coal always keep the area around it
clear for three feet in all directions.
This circle of safety should be free
of furniture, drapery, rugs, books
and papers, fuel and any other
flammable items.

To prevent sparks and embers
from escaping, use a fireplace
screen or keep the stove door
closed while burning. Use only dry,
seasoned hardwood and don’t use
flammable liquids to start the fire.
To dispose of ashes, wait until they
are cool and shovel them into a
metal bucket with a lid and place it
outside at least 10 feet away from
the building.

People should have their chim-
ney and flue professionally inspect-
ed and cleaned each year. Most
chimney fires are caused by burn-
ing creosote, a tarry substance that
builds up as the fireplace, wood
stove or pellet stove is used. If
burning creosote, sparks, embers,
or hot gases escape through cracks

in the flue or chimney, they can
cause a fire that spreads to the rest
of the structure.

Annual cleaning and inspection
can minimize this risk. They may
contact the Massachusetts Chimney
Sweep Guild or Chimney Safety
Institute of America to identify rep-
utable local companies.

Keep space heaters at least three
feet from curtains, bedding and
anything else that can burn. Plug
them directly into a wall socket,
not an extension cord or a power
strip and remember that they’re for
temporary use. Always turn a space
heater off, when people leave the
room or go to sleep.

When purchasing a space heat-
er, select one that’s been tested
and labeled by a nationally rec-
ognized testing company, such as
Underwriters Laboratories (UL) or
Intertek (ETL). Newer space heat-
ers should have an automatic shut-
off switch that turns the device off

if it tips over. Unvented kerosene
space heaters and portable propane
space heaters are not permitted for
residential use in Massachusetts,
State Fire Marshal Davine said:
the risk of fire and carbon monox-
ide poisoning that they pose is too
great.

Everyone should have a home
escape plan that accounts for two
ways out of every room, and every-
one should be able to open the
doors and windows along the way.
Remember that children, older
adults, and people with disabilities
may need extra assistance.

The Department of Fire
Services offers a wealth of home
heating safety information, includ-
ing the “Keep Warm, Keep Safe”
tool kit for local fire departments,
caregivers, and service providers,
on the DFS web site by visiting
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/
winter-home-heating-safety.

ur BUYLINE CONNECTIO

PRESIDENT’S DAY SALE

PRIGES ALL MONTH

VOTED #1 APPLIANGE STORE
IN WORGESTER COUNTY
4 YEARS IN A ROW!!!

SLEDS, SKATES, TOBOGGANS!

SEE FLYER INSIDE!!!
WHITCO TOY & BIKE @ 7=

140 Main St., Spencer
0 www.whitcosales.com
0% FINANGING Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS

508-885-9343

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YoU!

Your WATERFRONT retreat awaits
with 120 ft of frontage on highly desir-
able Lake Wickaboag in the quaint
town of West Brookfield. Multiple par-
cels are available which combined
is almost 1/2 acre. It boasts 2 bed-
rooms, 1 bath and the fully function-
al kitchen provides plenty of cabinet

space & a center island. Enjoy the scenic views from the main living area
and deck. There’s an outdoor shower and a fireplace at the waters’ edge.
Lake Wickaboag is a full recreational lake for boating, fishing and swimming.
Lakefront property is a rare opportunity so do not miss out on this gem. New
septic system installed and mini splits. Set up an appointment to view it.

www.PostRoadRealty.com

OPEN HOUSE - SAT,, FEB. 8TH 11-12:30
3 Lakeshore Dr. Ext., West Brookfield
NEW LISTING - $549,900

Cassie Paolucci

774-200-3523 = ms

Follow us on
Facebook

uuuuuu

liust SOLD

this business
in Ware and | can
sell your business

or home too!

| am a local
Realtor and know
this area very well!

CENTURY 21

North East

O L RLAL EStaTT GourAN® or et BasToMERLIES

J
< WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR
L2 THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

WINTER IS COMING!

BULK ROAD SALT e BULK TREATED SALT
WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND ¢ SAND/SALT MIX

STOCK UP NOW!

Century 21 North East Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me!
180 West St., Ware

1-978-434-1990
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00

Construction Stone e Landscaping Stone
Title V Septic Sand ¢ Presby Sand ¢ Concrete Sand
Stone Dust ¢ Crushed Gravel e Cold Patch

A

‘04'1

\[
\

Homeowner Friendly ¢« No Minimums
PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!

Lornd

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

¢

\(
/\

\(
\

()

98 North Spencer Road,
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

508-885-6100
508 885- 2480

ﬁ ~ r"”"”
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www.bondsandandgravel.com
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“rhink Spring!

May 23

dventiure, fours of iarren JESHK

Advent

June 10-12...Hampton Beach Getaway ..............
June 28......... Boston Harbor Lunch Cruise..........
July 12.......... Escape to Rockport..........................

urc with us! f;;,

April 27 ........ Some Like it Hot at PPAC............... $120
......... 7-Night Bermuda Cruise...... from $1699

$529
$175
$110

.

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com )

Feel right at home!

Find the home made for you.
Let us work with you to find

your dream home.

Lisa Caron Real Estate

42 \WW. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506

Cell : 508-341-8299

Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

KENNE

Boarding,
Grooming,

Country Canine

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

LS

Daycare
'« Boarding starting at $40 a night

« Daycare starting at $26 a day

MS + NN PalnniNG
AND HOME MAINTENANCE

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Home Painting & Maintenance

Residential/Commercial —

NO JOB IS TOO SMALL — FREE ESTIMATES
Fully Insured — HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005
774-321-4509

Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

Deck Specialists

CHECK OUT ALL THE

Tu rleyPuincations

www.turley.com

508-637-1577

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

< Every Wednesday | 23S Street
ummer Stree

1SZIP 85 KNIT I North Brookfield
Frg;n pril j MA 01535
< Every Friday | =+ COFFEE
TOO GOOD TOTOSS ! * GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
8am-9am | < BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
Free baked goodies I < SOUPS '
om theweek I <+ COOKIES
while supplies last! I + MUEFINS
Limits may apply. y

I < PASTRIES
% Future Events I
Contact us to plan your 0
next private event. |

508-637-1577 |
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

2COR 47

'BUYLINE

\_

CONNECTION ;
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!

Ware River News, Barre Gazette
& Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies ® Prints every Thursday

Special Ad Size Pricing _

3//

3//

"x1"...only $33
3" x 1.5 only $48
x 2" ...only $66
3" x 2.5" only $82 dflynn@turley.com
x 3" ...only $99

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! <= )

Contact
Dan Flynn
413-297-5886




