SERVING THE TOWNS OF BARRE, HARDWICK, HUBBARDSTON,
NEW BRAINTREE, NORTH BROOKFIELD, OAKHAM, PETERSHAM & RUTLAND SINCE 1834

BARRE GAZETTE

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com

USPS 044560

January 15,2026 1 Vol

191, No. 41 1 $1.00

FinCom

By Ellenor Downer
Editor
edowner@turley.com

BARRE - The Finance
Committee began meeting
with various departments,
boards and committees to
discuss their Fiscal Year
2027 budgets.

Veterans agent Garrett
Skinner said he was new to
the budget process and was
not sure what the commit-
tee wanted.. He began as
Veteran’s Agent about two
months ago. He said four
Veterans were on the roll

www.barregazette.turley.com

begins department budget meeting

for veterans benefits and
there may be another two.
The budget has $70,000 for
those benefits, which off-
set basic necessities. Town
Administrator Melanie
Jackson said the Federal
government reimburses the
town 75% for those bene-
fits.

Skinner also said the
street flags need to be
replaced. They are on dis-
play for Memorial Day
and Veterans Day. He said
the Henry Woods Building
now has a designated park-
ing spot for Veterans under

the Valor Act. He said
other town buildings like
the library would also be
eligible for a designated
parking spot under that act.
He will be holding a coffee
hour at the Senior Center
on Wednesday, Jan.. 21
from 10:30-11:30 a.m. for
an opportunity for Veterans
to learn about benefits
available to them.
Treasurer

Town Administrator
Jackson said she would be
adding $10,000 to the tax
title budget for this year
and next for the treasurer.

She was also including an
increase in IT to update
computers in that office.
Planning Board
Floyd Kelley, Chairman
of the Planning Board,
said the budget included
$3,100 for paper and other
office supplies. The Town
Administrator said she
would be looking into cen-
tral purchasing of paper,
etc. Finance Committee
Cory Bombredi said he
liked the idea of central
supply purchasing.
Conservation
Committee and Zoning

Board of Appeals

Both the Conservation
Committee and Zoning
Board of Appeals were
level funded. Donald
Rich, Chairman of the
Conservation Committee
said the budget included
association fees and work-

shops.
Town Accountant
Town Accountant

Jackson said the Town
Accountant budget includ-
ed an increase in hours for
the assistant town accoun-

See BARRE, page 6

Board discussed open
meeting law complaints

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK - The
Select Board reviewed two
open meeting law complaints
during its Jan. 12 meeting.

The first was a complaint
submitted by Select Board
Vice-Chair William Tinker.
Tinker recused himself from
the discussion and Select
Board Chair Eric Vollheim
read the complaint for the
public record.

Tinker’s complaint
involved concerns of repeat-
ed violations of open meet-
ing law complaints regarding
the Select Board in handling
executive session scheduling.
Vollheim said this started
back in June of 2025 and is
admitted that he is not clear
on how much he’s legally
allowed to talk about this
subject in public.

It appears the board
would have to schedule
another executive session to
close out what is being dis-
cussed with those involved.
Select Board Clerk Jeffrey
Schaaf shared that he was at
the executive session on Nov.
24 and according to his notes
the board had concluded the
executive session.

“And no further action
was necessary,” Schaaf stat-
ed.

To be on the safe side,
Vollheim believes the board
has to have another executive
session and speak with the
lawyers again.

The second open meeting
law complaint to discuss was
submitted by resident Jeffery
Smith, regarding missing
meeting minutes throughout
the year 2025.

There were many execu-
tive sessions held and Smith
said there no meeting min-
utes posted, in addition to
no checkup or review of said
minutes. Vollheim explained
that the matter discussed in
the executive session has not
been resolved.

Tinker addressed some
of Smith’s complaints. He
said there were meeting
minutes uploaded to the
site that apparently came up
blank. Tinker had a list of
the meetings and complaints
put together for the board to
review and approve.

The Select Board dis-
cussed how to address this
issue and find the missing
minutes to come to a resolu-
tion. Tinker also highlight-
ed going through the town’s
YouTube channel and pulling
the transcript.

According to Tinker, the
previous Select Board chair
should have some notes
saved from these meetings.

Town Administrator
Justine Caggiano said she
could check with the pre-
vious chair for executive
session notes. The board
members said the executive
session meeting information
would take a while, as a ses-
sion still has to take place

See HARDWICK, page 6

Safety Committee discussed
Downey Road condition

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Correspondent

NORTH BROOKFIELD -
The North Brookfield Safety
Committee held an emer-
gency meeting last Tuesday,
regarding a citizen concern.

According to the commit-
tee, they received an email
from a resident of Downey
Road, alleging that it is
impassable during the winter.

Members of the commit-
tee said that the road is par-
tially dirt road, and can pose
hazards during the winter,
and suggested placing signs
along both ends of the road
stating “November through
April pass at own risk.”

Police Chief Ryan Daley
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also suggested placing more
sand in front of the resident’s
property.

The board also discussed
concerns about the width of
the road, saying that it makes
emergency response diffi-
cult, as there is only room
for one vehicle at a time to
pass. Interim Deputy Fire
Chief Thomas Bessette said
they would have to prioritize
the vehicles, and make sure
that ambulances can be the
first ones out of the road in
an emergency. There will be
a pipe replacement on the
road in the spring, according
to the committee.

The committee also said
the town has applied for
grants from the state which
could help fund paving some
of the dirt roads, and that
they would prioritize paving
roads that have the heaviest
traffic flow.

This photo shows the outside of the Administrative Building at the town’s
wastewater treatment plant.

Tour highlighted upgraded
wastewater treatment plant

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette @turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD - As part of the
town’s First Night activi-
ties on New Year’s Eve, the
Sewer Department led a
tour of the recently upgrad-
ed Biological Nutrient
Removal Wastewater
Treatment Plant located at
59 East Brookfield Road.

Over a dozen people
joined Sewer Department
Superintendent Eric
Cardenas and Operators
Michael Mercandante and
Kyle Notre for a tour of the
facility, which uses three
types of wastewater treat-
ment processes: physical,
biological and chemical.

Cardenas has worked
for the town’s Sewer
Department for the past 10
years, taking on the role of
Superintendent almost two
years ago.

The tour started in the
Administrative Building,
which contains a lab to test
the wastewater throughout
the various stages of treat-
ments. In the lab, Cardenas
showed samples of the lig-
uid streams, starting with
the influent (raw sewage
with some septage mixed
in) to the final product,
effluent, that is ready for
discharge.

He said it takes about a
day for the influent to go
through the full treatment
to discharge as effluent.

“It’s all dependent on
the flow,” he said.

The flow changes sea-
son-to-season, with the pro-
cess taking longer during
the drier months, and faster
in the wetter months.

Peak flows typical-

Turley Publications Photo by Paula Ouimette
Sewer Department Superintendent Eric
Cardenas pointed to a filter and explained
how it worked during a recent tour of North
Brookfield’s Biological Nutrient Removal
Wastewater Treatment Plant.

ly occur during large rain
events. A recent rainstorm
nearly doubled the plant’s
flow rate.

Cardenas said there is an
approximately 22-foot dif-
ference in elevation from
the start of the wastewater
treatment process to the
finish.

“This treatment plant is
pretty unique, so everything
flows by gravity,” Cardenas
said. “You don’t really have
to pump anything up to the
next process.”

Cardenas explained the
role bacteria plays in the
wastewater treatment pro-
cess. The bacteria are part
of the biological treatment
that takes place in the aera-
tion basins.

“We constantly look

at how much bacteria we
have, how much do we
have to remove from the
system,” he said. “It’s a
pretty unique process. It’s
constantly changing, it
never stays the same...we
work seven days a week
here.”

The bacteria also help to
remove heavy metals from
the wastewater.

Cardenas said the bac-
teria are affected by the
temperature, and that they
work slower in the cold.

After aeration, the flow
then moves to the second-
ary clarifiers, which are
now 35 years old need to
be replaced. Cardenas said

See TREATMENT
PLANT, page 7

Select Board
member
discusses
survey

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Correspondent

HUBBARDSTON - The
Select Board held a special
meeting Monday night, Jan.
12 and accepted the resigna-
tion of Veterans Agent Lauren
Wright.

According to the board,
Wright put in her intent to
resign a number of months
ago, and this was a formality
to officially accept the resig-
nation.

Departmental needs

Board member Heather
Munroe discussed some
needs that the various boards
and committees submitted to
her via a survey, which she
created and sent to them.

The Cultural Council
requested to get their “materi-
als” submitted to the state, to
get their funding. Emergency
Management needs the Select
Board to sign off on a grant
once it is awarded from the
Emergency Management
Performance Grant, for
$2,500. Multiple other
departments said they needed
their budgets and financials
done.

Finance update

Munroe said that reserve
fund transfers have been
approved, including $3,000
dollars for plowing and
$14,000 for the Police
Department. She said Marcia
Bohinc has started working
on town accounting, and will
update the board this week.

Grants

The town applied for the
District Local Technical
Assistance grant last year,
for $4,500 dollars, Munroe
said. She said the grant is to
be used for “revisions to our
commercial zoning districts.”

The board voted to move
the current proposal forward.

Munroe said the town
also applied for the Rural
Development Grant in the
amount of $75,000 dollars,
for 21 Gardner Road, the new
site of many town offices.

Personnel updates

The board voted to extend
temporary assistant treasur-
er Sarah Rish until Jan. 31,
or until somebody new is
appointed, for up to 10 hours
a week. The board is current-
ly interviewing three appli-
cants for the position.

The board also reviewed
applicants for Building
Commissioner, including
Robert “Duffy” Lanciani,
Bob Garside, and Vincenzo
Tirone.

Lanciani resigned
from his role as Building
Commissioner, but wanted to
be considered again, accord-
ing to board member Katie
Young. Young said that the
current system the town uses
for building permits and
inspections does not work
as it should, and is one of
the main reasons Lanciani
resigned.

Garside runs an LLC,
and has staff who go out and
inspect buildings, accord-
ing to Young. She said that
Salisbury and Pepperell gave
“glowing” reviews of his ser-
vices.

Young said that Garside
would prefer to use a sys-
tem called opengov for per-
mits and inspections, rather

See SURVEY
DISCUSSED, page 6
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Circle of Song rehearsals begin

Circle of Song starts their winter-spring
session on Thursday, Jan. 22 from 7-8:30
p.m. at Barre Town Hall, 2 Exchange St.
Rehearsal will be every Thursday between
then and Thursday, May 14 with the con-
cert on Saturday, May 16 at 7 p.m at the
Barre Town Hall. Circle of song is particu-
larly in need of altos this session. Singers of
all ages and experience are welcome. The
chorus sings in four-part harmony and there
is a modest sliding scale membership fee
with deep discounts for students. People may
email director Julie Rawson at julie@mbhof.
net or call 978-257-1192.

American Legion Auxillary

Veterams of all ages are invited to join the
seniors at the Barre/ Hardwick Senior Center,
557 South Barre Road, on Wednesday, Jan.21
from 10:30-11:30 a.m. for coffee hour.
Something yummy for coffee hour would be
appreciated.

Town Election deadlines

Town Clerk Ellen Glidden announc-
es election deadlines for the Annual Town
Election on Monday, April 6 from 8 a.m.-8
p.m. The Town Clerk’s Office, located in
the Henry Woods Building basementat 40
West St.,, will be open from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. on
the following dates for the following Town
Election deadlines. Nominations papers are
now available. Thursday, Feb. 12 is the last
day/time to take out nomination papers. No
papers can be issues after 5 p.m. Tuesday,
Feb. 17 by 5 p.m. is the last day/time for
candidates to file Town Election nomina-
tion papers for verification of signatures.
Wednesday, March 4 by 5 p.m. is the last
day/time for candidates to withdraw from
ballot. Friday, March 27 by 5 p.m. is the
last day/time to register to vote. Monday,
March 30 by 5 p.m. is the last day/time to
request an Early Vote By Mail ballot. Friday,
April 3 by 5 p.m.is the last day/time to apply
for Absentee Ballot to vote in person. The
Test Deck for this election will be run on
Wednesday, March 25 at 1 p.m. at the Town
Clerk’s Office. For questions relating to the
Town Election, people may email the Town
Clerk at clerk@townotbarre.com or call 978-
355-2504, extension 5.

Town Clerk lists
election deadlines

BARRE — Town Clerk Ellen Glidden
announces election deadlines for the Annual
Town Election on Monday, April 6 from 8
a.m.-8 p.m.

The Town Clerk’s Office, located in the
Henry Woods Building basement at 40 West
St.,, will be open from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. on
the following dates for the following Town
Election deadlines. Nominations papers are
now available. Thursday, Feb. 12 is the last
day/time to take out nomination papers. No
papers can be issues after 5 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 17 by 5 p.m. is the last day/
time for candidates to file Town Election
nomination

papers for verification of signatures.
Wednesday, March 4 by 5 p.m. is the last
day/time for candidates to withdraw from
ballot.

Friday, March 27 by 5 p.m. is the last
day/time to register to vote. Monday, March
30 by 5 p.m. is the last day/time to request
an Early Vote By Mail ballot. Friday, April
3 by 5 p.m.is the last day/time to apply for
Absentee Ballot to vote in person.

The Test Deck for this election will be
run on Wednesday, March 25 at 1 p.m. at the
Town Clerk’s Office. For questions relating
to the Town Election, people may email the
Town Clerk at clerk@townofbarre.com or
call 978-355-2504, extension 5.

Circle of Song rehearsals begin Jan. 22

BARRE — Circle of Song
starts their winter-spring ses-
sion on Thursday, Jan. 22
from 7-8:30 p.m. at Barre
Town Hall, 2 Exchange St.

Rehearsal will be every
Thursday between then and
Thursday, May 14 with the
concert on Saturday, May 16
at 7 p.m at the Barre Town
Hall.

Circle of Song selec-
tions for their spring con-
cert are: “Brightly Dawns
Our Wedding Day” by WS
Gilbert/arranged by Arthur
Sullivan from The Mikado,
“Down by the Riverside”
traditional/ arranged by

David Eddleman,“Les
Miserables Medley” by
Schonberg and Kretzmer and
arranged by Lojeski,

“Make Our Garden
Grow” Bernstein/arranged
by Page from “Candide,”
“No One is Alone” by
Sondheim/arranged by
Brymer from “Into the
Woods,” “The Promise
of Living” Copland/
Everett from “The Tender
Land,” “Solitude” by Duke
Ellington/arranged by
Althouse, “Total Praise”
by Richard Smallwood/
arranged by Rao, “Waltzing
Matilda” traditional/arraged

by Sand and “Till There Was
You” by Lerner and Loewe
from “The Music Man.”
This will be a quartet of
Jack, Joan, Anne and Julie
for the 25th anniversary of
Circle of Song.

Circle of song is partic-
ularly in need of altos this
session. Singers of all ages
and experience are welcome.
The chorus sings in four-part
harmony and there is a mod-
est sliding scale membership
fee with deep discounts for
students. People may email
director Julie Rawson at
julie@mbhof.net or call 978-
257-1192.

Barre Dining Center

BARRE

355-5027.

no meal served.

Elder Services of
Worcester Area Nutrition Program wel-
comes guests to dine at the Barre Senior
Center, 557 South Barre Road. The
following meals will be served for the
week of Jan. 19. Lunches are back at the
senior center, but require a pre-sign up.
Volunteers are needed at the Barre dining
site. Volunteers are needed for Meals on
Wheels (mileage reimbursement) and in
the kitchen. People should contact 978-

MONDAY — Martin Luther King Day

TUESDAY — Lasagna and meatballs,
marinara sauce, roasted broccoli and car-
rots, fresh fruit, Italian bread

WEDNESDAY - Chicken fajitas,

sauce

Spanish rice, black beans and corn, pine-
apple, pita bread, sour cream

THURSDAY - Vegetarian chili with
cheese, roasted potatoes, country blend
vegetables, birthday cake, diet = small
piece, marble rye bread

FRIDAY — Fish with crumb topping,
au gratin potatoes, mixed vegetables,
tropical fruit,, pumpernickel bread, tartar

*Higher sodium entree Meal includes
milk and margarine. Menus are subject
to change. All meals are served at about
11:45 a.m. each weekday. Reservations
should be made the day before by call-
ing 978-355-5027 before 10:30 a.m. The
donation of $3.00 per meal helps keep the
program running.

Final People’s History of Petersham Jan. 17

PETERSHAM - The
final series of the three-part,
mid-winter People’s History
of Petersham project will be
Saturday, Jan. 17 at 4 p.m. at
the Petersham Country Store,
North Main Street, Rte. 32.

The intention of the gath-
erings are to engage residents
and visitors of Petersham to
tell their own unique stories,
memories, and information
on the history and culture of
the town. The Saturday ses-
sion will include short video
clips of the annual Petersham
Agricultural Fair that was
a central community event
between 1943 - 1962. The
program will include infor-
mation on the various sum-

mer residents of the hilltop
community, and several
attendees read sections of
the already written and cata-
logued history of Petersham.

According to local his-
torian and organizer of the
project, Larry Buell, there is
a rich storehouse of experi-
ences and memories held by
residents that need to be pre-
served as a part of recent his-
tory. Buell goes on to say that
a well-written history of the
community can help present
and future generations under-
stand and learn from their
local community as a part of
their own personal empower-
ment and influence.

More of the Town’s histo-

ry of the last 150 years will
be explored through driving
and walking tours to key
historic sites, public pro-
grams, and a series of oral
history interviews. Residents
of Petersham are invited to
write down and/or share on
audio and video tapes their
own unique understanding
of the Town’s History. As
famous farmer/poet, Wendell
Berry states, “If you don’t
know where you are, you
may not know who you are.”

The program is free and
open to the public. For
information, people may
email contact Larry Buell at
LarryBuell2143@gmail.com
or by call 978-724-0412.

Rep. Berthiuame named Legislator of Year

SPENCER - State
Representative Donnie
Berthiaume was named
Legislator of the Year at the
Massachusetts Department of
the American Legion Annual
Convention.

The legion serves over
26,000 members from across
the Commonwealth, com-
mitted to serving veterans
and active service members.
Among lobbying and pro-
moting education, the legion
also helps thousands of vet-
erans with their benefits with
the goal of giving each vet-
eran and service member a
better quality of life.

Each year, at the sin-
gle largest gathering of all
American Legions from

across the State, a Legislator
who shows a commitment
and dedication to the well-
being of veterans and their
families is presented with the
award.

“We honor those who
are veteran centric,” said
Lisa McPhee, Department
Adjutant at the Department
of American Legion
“When we have an issue,
Representative Berthiaume
listens and champions us”.

Representative
Berthiaume received the
distinguished award from
John P. “Jake” Comer, the
past National Commander
of the American Legion and
swore in Spencer’s own Scott
Conner as the new State

Commander of the American
Legion.

“It is an honor to be rec-
ognized by The American
Legion which is a leader
when it comes to veterans
issues,” State Representative
Berthiaume said. “State
Commander Conner and the
staff in that office tirelessly
advocate for our veterans and
are the true heroes when it
comes to assisting veterans
in need.”

As a Navy Veteran,
Representative Berthiaume
continues to be an advocate
on Beacon Hill and in the
communities, he serves for
the betterment of all current
and former members of the
armed services.

Get

Editorial deadline reminder

Deadline for e-mailed press releases is noon on Monday. Deadline
for hard copy is noon on Friday.

OAKHAM

by Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

Church to hold breakfast

The Oakham Congregational Church, 4
Coldbrook Road, will hold a breakfast on
Saturday, Jan. 24 from 8-9:30 a.m. The break-
fast will benefit the homeless of Worcester.
The menu consists of three kinds of pancakes,
scrambled eggs, sausage, strawberries, orange
juice, coffee, tea and hot chocolate.

Office hours

State Rep. Donnie Berthiaume and Chief
of Staff, Donna and Senator Peter Durant’s
office invites constituents and town officials to
meet them to express any concerns, ideas, or
issues that they may need assistance with. On
Thursday, Feb. 12 from 9-9:45 a.m. they will
hold an office hour at the Oakham Town Hall.
of Oakham, People may call Donna at 774-
402-4742 if they would like a private meeting.

Fobes Memorial Library

The Fobes Memorial Library, 4 Maple St.,
hosts read and play every Wednesday from
10:20-11:30 a.m. Next dates are Jan 21 and
Jan. 28. No registration is required. The pro-
gram is for birth to age 5. Participants will
enjoy rhymes, songs, an activity and play
time. It is funded by the Friends of the Fobes
Memory Library, Inc.

Senior Center

On the third Friday, Jan 16 at 12:30 p.m.
the Lunch Brunch will travel to the Empire
Buffet in Southbridge. A sign up sheet is in the
Senior Center Main Room. On Monday, Jan.
26 podiatry clinic will take place from 9 a.m.-
2:30 p.m. Reservations are required.

Ongoing activities include Monday through
Thursday from 9 a.m.-noon puzzling, Monday
through Thursday at 9 a.m. a walking group
meet at Senior Center, Tuesday through
Thursdays at 11a.m. walking group meet at
Senior Center and Wednesday at 8:45 a.m.
Zumba Gold meets in the New Braintree
Town Hall, Memorial Drive, New Braintree
(Donation of $3 per class).

People may ask to be added to the text
MSG group by calling the senior center at
508-882-4073. They should leave their cell
phone number and name. Thursdays at noon is
weigh in at the Senior Center. This is a support
weight loss group. Fridays at 10.30 a.m. func-
tional fitness takes place at the New Braintree
Town Hall. There is a $3 donation per class. If
people can’t get to the Senior Center to make
reservations or sign up or for more information
on offerings, they may call the Senior Center
508-882-4073 and leave a message or email
COA@Oakham-MA.gov.

Hot lunches are offered at the Senior Center
dining area Monday through Thursday at 11.30
a.m. Reservations are needed at least two
days in advance and can be made through the
Congregate Meal Coordinator from 9 a.m.-
noon by calling 508-882-4072.

Brookfields Lions Club

scholarship applications

NORTH BROOKFIELD — The Brookfields
Lions Club is now accepting applications for
its annual scholarship program, according to
club president Bill Cass.

Each year, the club awards a scholarship
of up to $1,000 to a graduating senior in each
of the club’s member communities, Cass said.
Recipients of the 2026 Brookfields Lions Club
scholarship awards will be announced in June.

To qualify for consideration, applicants
must live in one of the member communi-
ties — Brookfield, East Brookfield, North
Brookfield, West Brookfield, and New
Braintree — and submit an application before
their school’s spring break. The application
must include the student’s class rank and be
signed by the school’s guidance director.

The application form is now available for
download on the club’s website at brookfield-
slionsclub.org/scholarships. The completed
form should be mailed to the scholarship
selection committee care of Brookfields Lions
Club, Scholarship Committee, P.O. Box 128,
North Brookfield, MA 01535.

For additional information, please con-
tact the Brookfields Lions Club at brook-
fieldslionsclub@gmail.com, or visit the
Club’s Facebook page at facebook.com/

BrookfieldsLionsClub.
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PUBLIC
MEETINGS

BARRE

Barre Common Oversight Committee —
Jan. 15 at 5 p.m.

Select Board — Jan. 20 at 5 p.m.
Board of Assessors — Jan. 20 at 6 p.m.
Finance Committee — Jan. 20,

Feb. 3 and Feb. 17 at 6:30 p.m.
Planning Board — Jan. 20, Feb. 3 and
Feb. 17 at 7 p.m.
Cemetery Commission — Jan. 22 at

11 am.
Felton Field Commission — Feb. 3 at
6:30 p.m.

Council on Aging — Feb. 4 at 12:30 p.m.

Water Commission — Feb. 8 at

5:30 p.m.

DPW Commission — Feb. 9 at 6 p.m.
Conservation Committee — Feb. 10
at 7 p.m.

Board of Health — Feb. 9 at 5 p.m.
Cable Advisory Committee — Feb. 10
at 7 p.m.

Barre Housing Authority — Feb. 12

at 1 p.m.

HARDWICK

Gilbertville Water District — Jan. 20
at 5:30 p.m.
Conservation Commission — Jan. 21
at 6:30 p.m.

Wheelwright Water District — Jan. 21 at

7 p.m.

Town Meeting — Jan. 22 at 6 p.m.
Capital Planning Committee — Jan. 22
at 6 p.m. and March 16 at 3 p.m.

Council on Aging — Feb. 4 at 12:30 p.m.

Paige Library Trustees — Feb. 5
at 7 p.m.

HUBBARDSTON

First Meeting House Preservation
Committee — Feb. 15 at 6 p.m.
Community Preservation Committee —
Jan. 15 at 4 p.m.

Board of Assessors — Jan. 21 at 6 p.m.
Planning Board — Jan. 22 at 6:30 p.m.

NORTH BROOKFIELD

Water Commissioners — Jan. 20 at

6 p.m.

Planning Board — Jan. 28 ant Feb. 18

at 6 p.m.

Rep. Berthiaume Office Hour — Feb 12
from 11 a.m,.-noon

OAKHAM

Board of Selectmen — Jan. 16 a
t 9:30 a.m. and Jan. 20 at 6 p.m.

PETERSHAM

Select Board — Jan. 15, Jan. 22, Jan. 29,
Feb. 5, Feb. 12, Feb. 19 and Feb. 26

at 5:30 p.m.

Petersham Historic District — Jan. 15 at
6 p.m.

Broadband Municipal Light Plant
Board — Jan. 17 at 2 p.m.

Board of Assessors — Jan. 30 at 9 a.m.
Open Space and Recreation Committee
—Feb. 3 at 6 p.m.

Conservation Commission — Feb. 3 at
5:30 p.m.

Submitted photos

Charter members are standing Richard Bartus, Past District Governor Denis
Legare, Larry Robinson, and seated is Past President Everett Ricketts.

Petersham Lions Club looks back at 2025

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Lions Club has
been busy these past months
and activities continued into
the Holiday season.

In August the Club spon-
sored a Motorcycle Poker
Ride to raise funds for the
Petersham Fire Department
to purchase turnout gear
which is the safety gear that
comprises the firefighter’s
coat, pants, helmet, hood,
gloves and boots and costs
approximately $ 5,000.00 per
firefighter. Each set of safe-
ty gear is specifically fitted
to each firefighter. The event
was able to raise $ 2,000

towards the purchase of a set
of gear. The day included a
designed ride route through a
number of towns and includ-
ed motorcycles and vintage
cars. The day include a raffle
with many great items and
the Club’s Chuck Wagon
crew served up hot dogs and
hamburgers. Our firefight-
ers manned their informa-
tion table and also kept the
children busy playing vari-
ous games on the Common
and monitored the popular
bounce house.

Music was provided by
Lady Pop and sponsored by
a grant from the Petersham

Lions District 33A Governor Andrew Keene holds
up the Lions International street signs that will be

posted on the major roads entering Town.

To the

left is Petersham Lions Club President Jim Regan
and on the right is the District Secretary Kristen
Keene to DG Keenes right is

Cultural Council Donations
for the event and raffle
items were from Witty’s
Funeral Home, Fluffy
Feather Farm, Asher House,
Hardwick Co-op, Brookside
Equipment, Higgins
Motorsports, Worcester
Red Sox, Table Talk Pies,
Price Chopper, BJ’s, Kayem
Hotdogs, Market Basket and
Utz as well as members of
the Lions Club.

On Sept. 12, the Lions
Club celebrated its 50th
Anniversary and the Club
was honored that it could
recognize and highlight
the contributions of four of
its Charter members: Past
District Governor Denis
Legare, Richard Bartus,
Larry Robinson and Past
President Everett Ricketts.
Several members were
presented with their mile-
stone membership pins and
Lion Chip Bull received
the Joseph J. Camarda
Fellowship Award. Along
with 50 year pins, procla-
mations and an outpouring
of love and gratitude, The
Club gifted its charter mem-
bers with International Lions
signs that are now post-
ed on the major roads into
Petersham. This was a proj-
ect that all four of our mem-
bers had wanted to accom-
plish for years.

On Halloween, the Club

See LIONS CLUB, page 6

HUBBARDSTON

by Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

Brush burning takes place at
Hidden Meadow

On Saturday, Jan. 17 beginning at 9 a.m.
the East Quabbin Land Trust will hold brush
burning at Hidden Meadow, 71 Lombard
Road. This is part of invasive plant control.
People are welcome ot help the entire day or
part of the day. They should wear clothes that
can get dirty and damabed. As well as sturdy
shoes and work gloves. They will continue to
burn the invasive plants such as honeysuck-
le and bittersweet, which are prolific in the
meadow preserve. People should RSVP to
chenshaw @eqult.org. There will be snacks
and lunch food for the volunteers.

Short hike

On Monday, Jan. 19 at 1:30 p.m. there
will be a short hike with reflection on
Martin Luther King Jr. and John Muir
at the Malone Road Conservation Area.
Participants will enjoy the one-mile walk
to view of Mt. Wachusett while discussing
a link between Martin Luther King and
John Muir. Depending on conditions, pos-
sible one-mile bushwhack to what is below
Dottie Rock. They should meet at parking
area at end of Malone Road. The leader
is Tim Hawley of the Hubbardston Open
Space Committee. They will hike in any
weather except if driving is impaired due to
snow or ice on roads.

Rep.Berthiaume and Sen.Durant
office hours

State Rep. Donnie Berthiaume and Chief
of Staff, Donna and Senator Peter Durant’s
office invites constituents and town offi-
cials to meet them to express any concerns,
ideas or issues that they may need assistance
with. On Monday, Feb. 9 they will be at the
Hubbardston Senior Center, 7A Main St. from
11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. People may call Donna
774-402-4742 if they would like a private
meeting. 774-402-4742.

Fuel Assistance

To get help with Fuel Assistance, res-
idents may call Pat Lamoureux at the
Senior Center at 978-928-1400. She can
help with the paperwork needed to apply
for discounts.

Senior Center Events

All artists are welcome to attend the art
group at the Hubbardston Senior Center every
Friday from 9-11 a.m. A new activity at the
Senior Center is the Creative Needle and
Thread activity every Friday from 9 a.m.-
noon. All are invited to bring projects, such
as embroidery, cross stitch, sewing and quilt-
ing. Questions may be directed to Michelle
at 508-450-4476. Yarn-It-All group meets
from 10 a.m.-noon. Knitting and crocheting
projects will be worked on, and those who
have questions will get help from others who
attend. Games of Pitch are held the second
and fourth Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m. and the
first and third Fridays at 6:30 p.m. Cribbage is
played every Thursday at 12:30 p.m., Bingo is
every Monday at 12:30 p.m. and Wii Bowling
is every Monday and Thursday at 9 a.m.
Functional Exercise Classes are held at the
Senior Center Tuesdays and Thursdays from
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Corrections policy

Council on Aging — Feb. 9 at 10:30 a.m.

RUTLAND

Rutland Development and Industrial
Committee — Jan. 15 at 6 p.m.

Select Board Public Hearing — Jan. 20
at 6 p.m.

Finance Committee and Select Board
Joint Meeting — Jan. 21, Jan. 22 and

The Barre Gazette will gladly
correct factual errors that appear in this
paper. Corrections or clarifications will
always appear on Page 2. To request a
correction, send information to Editor
Ellenor Downer at edowner @turley.com
or call 413-283-8393. Corrections may
also be requested in writing at Barre
Gazette, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA

Jan. 29 at 6 p.m.

01069.

Ham radio
club meeting
is on Jan. 27

WEST BROOKFIELD -
The Quaboag Valley Amateur
Radio Club will hold its next
meeting on Tuesday, Jan.
27 at 6:30 p.m. at the West
Brookfield Senior Center, 73
Central St.

o

Shed, Pool, &
%06 700(7 qupova/&/

%‘3“\\( Trash p em,

Clean Out Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts
Soathun "S’kif»
(774)397-6500

01,6

" Jervaibs

This month’s presenta-

tion features Bill Simpson of
Smokestack Lightning, who
will explain the basics of
lightning protection and share
a short demonstration with
his “lightning machine.” All
licensed amateurs and anyone
curious about Amateur Radio
are invited to attend, and the
public is welcome to stop in —
especially homeowners inter-
ested in practical lightning
safety.

For more information
about the club, upcoming
events, or licensing opportuni-
ties, visit www.QVARC.com.

McNeely Tree Service

Insured ¢ References

e Hazardous Tree Removal
e Bobcat Work

e Lot Clearing

e Emergency Services

* Firewood $265/cord ]
¢ 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR |
e Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
* 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119 < C: 978-888-1693
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Opinion

Guest Column

On the Hardwick
Community Church

A Federation of the
two churches on one New
England town common as
early as 1721 would make
the Hardwick Community
Church, the oldest local
church in America.

While it was more like-
ly a later choice to combine
the churches into a feder-
ation, joining Universalist
and Calvinist theology,
the institution itself has
remained a functioning
organization; but with the
loss of church congrega-
tions, it was almost forgot-
ten in recent decades. We
forgot about the Hardwick
Community Church.

Two years ago on find-
ing its treasury, donated and
wisely invested by earlier
members decades and gen-
erations ago, I sought to
revive interest in this com-
munity church, a ready-
made, solid and funded
organization which by
nature intends peace, chari-
ty, and wellbeing for all, just
waiting for people to use it
to revive and strengthen our
local community.

Whether church with
a capital C, representing
the best human intentions
or church with the small
c, separate from state, the
Hardwick Community
Church appeared to me
a gift from heaven, an
empowering instrument or
the simplest tool for people
on the planet to regain local
strength and hope in the
face of life’s vicissitudes

In the past two years
of meeting with various
interested people, some of
us actual members of one
or the other churches have
voted to find and divide the
treasury equally between
the two member churches.
While that is not necessarily
public business, the oppor-
tunity for anyone interest-
ed, whether family of those
who may have been former
members, or former mem-
bers of either church at
some time past, or even the
unchurched, are invited to
meet at this ground level to
preserve and further develop
a community church, to help
determine and resume its
functions. Everyone then is
welcome to come join or lis-
ten as we launch into 2026.

Hardwick Community
Church is the same entity, I
think to myself but now we
have no money! (Irony!).
Yet it remains truly a ground
floor opportunity as I see it.

We will have to raise our
own funds to move forward,
to implement our goals,
caring for the environment
that supports our life and
providing for psychosocial
contexts of every sort which
improve one’s confidence
and social skills, such as:

Hospitality for the entire
community — tea parties
on the common or in the
churches, both beautiful,
architectural and historic
buildings fully operational
for charitable purposes, if
only one is currently used
for worship.

Mind you, the Tri
Parish Community Church
is alive and well since the
1970s and provides wor-
ship services rotating
between Hardwick and New
Braintree on a six month
basis. We are now meet-
ing in New Braintree at 10
a.m. each Sunday until July
2026 when we will return to
the Universalist Church in
Hardwick.

This common arrange-
ment between churches was
begun to save costs of the
minister and his housing
and expenses borne by large
church congregations in the
past.

* To be open during
farmers market;

* Have sewing clubs,
quilting, exercise groups,

* To form and support
lacrosse, or other teams;

« Concerts, lectures, con-
ferences

» Connections with Eagle
Hill School and the Stone
Church Cultural Center;

* Connections with
other churches, Petersham,
Orthodox, St. Augustine
in Wheelwright, Saint
Aloysius; other churches
of Ware, other community,
local organizations.

* Sponsoring talks, sing-
ing groups, woodworking,
timber framing

* After/before school
programs and teen hang-
outs with breakfast or after-
school snacks, healthy of
course

* Imagining ways to
replace rapid access to
healthcare; providing health
services

 Implementing self-suf-
ficiency of our homes and
our own buildings

* Evolving our responsi-
bilities to our “property” in
both self-sufficiency — elec-
tricity, water, and food — the
ability for local autonomy
and survival, and consid-
ering our responsibility to
each other because we use
the same air, water, soil
(food), and local facilities to
survive

» Working with our histo-
ry as our nation developed;
we were there; as agricul-
ture began we were there
and still are

* How to generate reve-
nue enough to provide ser-
vices, always maintaining
the separation of church and
state; to help Church sup-
plement lost services and
prevent or remediate further
impoverishment of our peo-
ple and the cumulative deg-
radation of our surround-
ings, our environments,
via police, fire, ambulance,
roadways, waterworks, sep-
tic mitigation, and diverting
entrance of toxins into our
place and our bodies.

Must church take up
the slack? Could we work
together with our own
indigenous peoples who
can teach us of spirit found
in nature we have lost?
Could we set up a new sys-
tem of checks and balances
between Church, State and
Nature represented by the
Environment and its first
peoples?

We can establish any-
thing we imagine and have
great joy doing so togeth-
er. Interest in Community
— interest In Common.

We can become citi-
zen researchers planting to
replace species lost to dis-
ease or for beautification of
our public areas and com-
mon. We develop a voice
of local peoples through
the Hardwick Community
Church because it is crucial
to our health and spiritual
well-being.

You are invited to offer
ideas, and help put them
together, together.

The Annual Meeting of
the Hardwick Community
Church will be held on
Sunday, Jan. 18 at noon at
the Hardwick Universalist
Church Hardwick Center.

Heroic efforts at the local
level are called for. Church
steps in when all else fails
because of those who have
hope, faith and love of their
neighbors and themselves.
We are out here ready to
take the peaceful path, to
seek justice, love mercy,
and walk humbly with our
God (Old Testament) and
with faith hope and charity
(New Testament) represent
church with a capital C.

Cordially,

Judith Kohn

Member Congregational
Church of the Hardwick
Community Church and
the Tri Parish Community
Church
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Superintendent Muir said
the Department of Education
planned to hold COVID-19
testing pools. Under the pool
testing, schools would have
access to COVID testing for
students and staff member in
a cohort. If the cohort tests
came back negative, then
from the results. it would
assume all in the cohort were
negative. If the test came
back positive, then the results
would assume at least one
was positive. With a posi-
tive result, all in the cohort
would be tested and quar-
antined. This was a way to
identify those asymptomat-
ic for COVID. The program
would initially be free and
afterwards the cost would
be $5 per test. The program
could start in early February.
Permission must be grant-
ed for the testing of COVID
cases.

The Quabbin Regional
School District received
the air exchange report
from Pioneer Valley
Environmental. The accept-
able air exchange rate should
be 4.00. At Ruggles Lane
Elementary School the air
exchange rates in the various
classrooms ranged from 5.99
to 8.33. The Hubbardston
Center School rooms all
tested above 4.00, as did the
Hardwick Elementary School
and Oakham Center School.
The Quabbin Regional
Middle High School had one
room with two units that test-
ed lower than 4.00. The room
H127 tested 3.72 and H 125,
3.98. Heating coils collect
dust. They will be cleaned
and the large room retested.
The middle school gym test-
ed at 0.57. Dust collection
on the heating coils most
likely was part of the prob-
lem in the gym also. Cheryl
Duval, director of adminis-
trative services, said Pioneer
Valley Environment did not
test all the air diffusers in
the middle school gym and
would be coming back to do
that. The superintendent said
because of the low reading
in the gym, students were not
using the gym, but using the

Look Back
Trip to New Zealand — 1996

trip to New Zealand.

Susan and Matt Turnbull are shown with their
children, Matt and Betsy, at their home in
Oakham. The family recently returned from a

File photo

high school gym. The other
tested okay. Two classrooms
at the New Braintree Grade
School were also tested.
One room tested at 3.00 and
might have ice storm damage
to the coils, which would be
checked.

At approximate-
ly 7:30 p.m. on Friday,
Jan. 15, Rutland
Regional Emergency
Communications Center
received a call seeking assis-
tance for a 30-year-old horse
that had slipped in its pad-
dock and was unable to get
up. The owner of the horse,
with the help of friends and
neighbors, had tried unsuc-
cessfully to get the elderly
animal standing. When hors-
es are lying down for long
periods of time, they are in
danger of having blood flow
restricted to their internal
organs and legs. The cold
temperatures and frozen
ground can increase the risk
of injury, or even death, for
downed horses.

This is the second large
animal rescue Barre Fire
Department has performed
since May 2020. The effort
to get this horse standing
again, required 13 emergen-
cy personnel from Barre and
two from Holden. The entire

rescue mission took rough-
ly two hours from arrival, to
clearing the scene.

10 years (Jan. 21, 2016)

It was an exciting day
of high school wrestling as
Quabbin hosted and par-
ticipated in the annual
MidLand Wrestling Duals
last Saturday. “It’s fun to
have a home dual tourna-
ment,” Quabbin sophomore
wrestler Conor Thompson
said. Despite what things
may look like on paper and
sporting an overall 2-3 team
record, the Quabbin varsity
wrestling crew is filled with
lots of promising young tal-
ent. Their biggest obstacle
and what prohibits them from
obtaining the “W” is shear
lack of numbers. The Panther
wrestlers that participate
in the meets are more than
meeting the grade, howev-
er the holes or the absence
of bodies needed to fill all
weight classes just isn’t
present, therefore creat-
ing forfeited points given to
opponents on a silver plat-
ter. With 11 varsity wrestlers
and two alternates, Quabbin
falls three wrestlers short of
being able to submit athletes
in every weight category.

See PAST PAGES, page 5

Letter to the Editor

Oakham roads have excessive salt usage

To the Oakham residents;
you have been very clear
about high concerns of the
possible contamination of
ground water from a possi-
ble thermal runaway of a pro-
posed Battery Energy Storage
System facility.

You should be just as con-
cerned with the poisoning
of your wells from the cur-
rent excessive treatment of
straight salt being dispensed
on our roads. This calcium
chloride doesn’t evaporate.
It continuously penetrates

through the ground and will
in time infiltrate the water we
all hope to protect.

Salt does not enhance trac-
tion. It is an antifreeze agent
that lowers the melting tem-
perature of frozen water to
approximately 10 degrees F.

Sand is abrasive and does
enhance traction on slippery
conditions. A minimal amount
of salt is necessary to mix
with the sand to prevent it
from clumping and freezing
in the dispensing equipment.

The bottom line is to min-

imize usage of salt to protect
our water and to drive respon-
sibly by safely reducing vehi-
cle speeds and maintaining
proper distancing between
vehicles to proceed safely in
wintry conditions.

Please notify Oakham’s
administration of how con-
cerned you are with the cur-
rent treatment program being
done on our roads.

Paul Rochette
Oakham resident
for 47 years
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Guest Column

Barre faces water crisis

By Robert Kane
Barre

Our beloved town of
Barre is facing a water crisis
that is larger than any one
board, any one commission
or any one development pro-
posal.

To understand what we
need to do next, we must
look honestly at our aquifer,
our finances, our land and
the regional water system
that already runs through
our area. This is not about
politics or personalities. It
is about survival, responsi-
bility and the future of our
families.

Our aquifer is already
at its limit. We have about
500 households and busi-
nesses on town water. Even
at this small number, our
wells struggle to keep up.
We see this every summer
when restrictions go into
place. This is not a tempo-
rary inconvenience. It is a
sign that the aquifer is over-
stressed. Adding more users
to the system will not fix
the problem. It will make
it worse. The town cannot
afford another well.

A new well costs mil-
lions of dollars. The town
is already carrying debt
from sewer infrastructure
and we have spent signif-
icant money on legal fees
related to the Battery Energy
Storage System proposal. A
United States Department of
Agriculture loan is not guar-
anteed and even if it were,
we would still be borrow-
ing money we do not have
to drill into an aquifer that
may not have the capacity to
support us.

This is not a financially
responsible path. We still
have a USDA loan out on
the sewer infrastructure,
what I do not know is if we
are required to pay off that
first, but it makes sense to
me.

The Water Commission’s
current model cannot work
for longterm solvency.
Because the system has so
few users, it does not bring
in enough revenue to cover
longterm costs. The com-
mission has tried to solve
this by issuing new water
permits. But if the aquifer
cannot support the existing
users, adding more users is
not a solution. It is a risk.

We do not have a rev-
enue problem. We have
a water problem. We can-
not rely on Department of
Environmental Protection
permits to save us. Even if
we wanted a new well, DEP
approval is not guaranteed.
Permits depend on water
quality, yield, and environ-
mental impact. If the aqui-
fer is too weak, DEP may
deny or restrict a permit.
We cannot build a plan on

something that may not be
allowed.

The only stable long term
water source is the Quabbin
system. The Quabbin
Reservoir is the most reli-
able, drought resistant water
supply in the region. Water
from Quabbin flows through
the aqueduct system, includ-
ing infrastructure near us
and continues east. The
distribution point that mat-
ters for us is in Gilbertville.
That is where water can
be accessed for local or
regional use. Connecting
to Quabbin is the only plan
that can support our town
through climate change,
drought cycles, and future
population needs. This must
be Plan A.

We also need a short
term protection plan for
the 140 acres at Wauwinet
Road. The BESS proposal is
located at the headwaters of
Galloway Brook, near Pine
Hill Pond. This area clear-
ly contains groundwater
and is part of the recharge
system that feeds surface
water and downstream aqui-
fers. Whether it is the exact
same aquifer as the Prince
River system or a closely
connected local aquifer, it
is hydrologically important.
We cannot allow industri-
al development on this land
until we know what ground-
water resources are present.

Chapter 61A gives
the town the legal ability
to pause the BESS proj-
ect. Land under 61A can-
not change use without the
town having the right of first
refusal. We have paid for
the tax breaks on that prop-
erty. The town can assign
that right to a conservation
organization such as Mount
Grace or Mass Audubon.
These groups can purchase
the land with their own
funding, not town money.

This gives us time to
understand the groundwa-
ter and protect the land.
Conservation does not mean
giving up control. A con-
servation restriction can be
written so the town keeps
water rights, forestry rights,
and agricultural uses such as
hay leases. This protects the
land while keeping it pro-
ductive and useful. There is
a successful model for this
approach.

Mount Grace and Mass
Audubon protected about
900 acres in the Prince
River Corridor Project to
safeguard the aquifer feed-
ing town wells. This is the
same type of situation we
face now. We can follow
that model. Plan A and Plan
B work together. Plan A is
connecting to Quabbin for
longterm water security.
Plan B is using 61A and
conservation partners to pro-
tect the 140 acres now, so

we do not lose land that may
be important for groundwa-
ter, recharge, or future well
siting. Together, these plans
give the town a path forward
that is responsible, realistic,
and protective of our future.

The aquifer explanation
is simple. The headwaters
area at Wauwinet Road,
including Pine Hill Pond
and Galloway Brook, con-
tains groundwater. This
groundwater may be part
of a local aquifer system
that eventually contributes
to the Prince River system
downstream. Groundwater
does not always follow the
same boundaries as surface
streams, so the exact rela-
tionship requires a hydro-
logical study. Because we
do not yet know how this
groundwater connects to
the larger system, the only
responsible approach is to
protect the land until we
have answers. Headwaters
and pond adjacent areas are
almost always important for
recharge, water quality, and
longterm supply.

Now we must also
acknowledge the conse-
quences of doing nothing.
If we fail to protect the
Wauwinet Road land and
allow industrial develop-
ment to proceed, the finan-
cial and emotional fall-
out for the families who
live there will be severe.
Property values may fall.
Insurance may become
harder or more expensive
to obtain. Banks may hesi-
tate to finance or refinance
homes in an area with new
industrial risk.

Families with mortgages
could find themselves in a
vulnerable position if their
home value drops below
what they owe. Tax reve-
nue could decline if assess-
ments fall across an entire
neighborhood. Generational
stability could be disrupt-
ed, especially for families
who planned to build equity,
raise children or pass prop-
erty down. These impacts do
not just affect today’s home-
owners. They affect the next
generation’s ability to build
a stable life here. When fam-
ilies lose home value, insur-
ance access, or financial sta-
bility because of a land use
decision, the emotional and
economic fallout lasts for
generations.

People who feel unpro-
tected look for accountabil-
ity. Our job as a town is to
prevent that harm before it
happens. This is not about
fear. It is about responsibili-
ty. It is about protecting our
water, our land, our families,
and our future. Plan A and
Plan B give us a path for-
ward. Doing nothing leaves
us with consequences we
cannot afford.
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Serenity Hill Sampler

by Jane McCauley

It was very slippery on
Serenity Hill this week, but
the oil man was able to get up
the driveway.

I did cancel my lady that
does my toe nails. My helper
was able to come and she got
groceries for me.

I do not like to go out
when it is icy; if I fall. there
is no one to take care of Ken.

I am so thankful for my
helper and my handyman. We
could not stay in our retire-
ment home if it was not for
them. My plowman is a bless-
ing also.

Talk about blessings the
other day when we were
eating our lunch, the help-
er whispered a blessing and
pointed outside on the deck
railing. A beautiful earless
owl was sitting there. He later
flew up into a tree. The owl
was huge.

I plan too make this des-
sert today and have made it
many times and it is an easy
one to make.

SWEDISH APPLE PIE

4 apples, peeled, cored and
diced or sliced

1 tablespoon sugar

1 teaspoon cinnamon

1/4 cup butter or margarine
melted

1 cup sugar

1 cup flour

1 teaspoon vanilla

Preheat oven to 350
degrees. Place apples in a 9
inch pie plate. Sprinkle mix-
ture of sugar and cinnamon
over apples and set aside.In a
saucepan, melt margarine or
butter and mix in remaining
ingredients. Mix thorough-
ly. Pour margarine or butter
mixture over apples and bake
until golden brown, about
40 to 50 minutes. I like to
serve it warm with vanilla ice
cream.

This and that

I have a very sensitive
computer keyboard and I
often get double letters. I am
thankful for the correction
feature on the computer. I am
sure my editor notices a few
mistakes.

I made the hamburg stro-
ganoff for supper the other
night and it is so good and a
nice winter meal.

I worked on some penny
rug runners this week. One
has coneflower and berries
on it with the border of pen
wiper edges. It takes some
time to do the edges and put
the backing on, but it is worth
it in the end.

I noticed it was time to fer-
tilize the coleus and gerani-
ums that I am wintering over.
I take clippings from the cole-
us and never have to buy any
in the spring. I have two vari-
eties of coleus and put them
on the front and back decks
in the spring and they grow
about three feet tall. I have
given clippings to many of
my visitors. They grow roots
very fast in water. They also
come in various colors. I am
still doing a lot of watercolor
cards and I give as gifts.

Highway Department has
done a good job of plowing
and salting so I am told. I am
looking forward to spring. I
am not a skier and will never
be. Age has creeped up on
me.

Celebrate winter at ArtWorks Gallery

Deadline for
exhibition
entries 1s Feb. 12

WARE - ArtWorks
Gallery invites artists of all
mediums from throughout the
northeastern U.S. to explore
the theme of “Winter.”

The deadline for entry
is Feb. 12 by midnight. The
entry form and full details can
be found on workshop13.org.

ArtWorks Gallery is locat-
ed at 69 Main St. “Winter”
will be on display from
March 7 through April 4,

opening with a reception
on Saturday, March 7, from
3-5 p.m. Gallery hours are
Saturdays and Sundays from
1-4 p.m.

The juror for “Winter” is
Susan Tilton Pecora. She has
been painting the streets, har-
bors, factories and farms of
New England throughout her
life.

Tilton Pecora works in
watercolor, egg tempera and
oil. She is a signature mem-
ber of The New England
Watercolor Society, host of
the WGBY, PBS affiliate
television show “Reflections
Through Watercolor” and The

Submitted Photo

“Winter” juror Susan Tilton Pecora is shown
painting. Entries for “Winter” will be accepted

until Feb. 12.

Copley Society in Boston.

Her paintings have been
exhibited throughout the
country, winning awards at
the National Art League in
New York, San Diego Art
Asso. and Rocky Mountain
Art Association among oth-
ers. Her work has been fea-
tured in American Artist
Magazine, “Splash, the Best
in Watercolor” North Light
Books.

In 2007 she was asked to
create a painted ornament
for the White House Holiday
tree by Congressman Richard
Neal.

Tilton Pecora is represent-
ed by West Brookfield Art &
Frame in West Brookfield,
Ingram Fine Art, Wiscasset
and Rockland, Maine,
Arnould Gallery, Marblehead
and Michelson Gallery in
Northampton. Prints of her
works are available at The
Deerfield Museum Store,
Cape Art Tiles, Randall’s
Farm in Ludlow and The
Lobster Pot in Provincetown.

About ArtWorks Gallery

ArtWorks Gallery is
Workshopl3’s gallery on
Main Street. This space fea-
tures numerous art exhibitions
each year and is also available
to rent for individual or group
shows.

Workshop13 is a dynam-
ic center where arts, culture,
and community converge —
expanding access to the arts
and nurturing creativity and
self-expression in the rural
region. For more information
visit workshop13.org, or call
413-277-6072.

PAST PAGES from page 4

The end result puts them at
a disadvantage right from the
start. On one hand, looking
at their record slightly below
the .500 mark may not look
impressive, but finding out
that over half the ream is
currently or has been ranked
in the top 10 of their weight
class across their division,
gives success a whole differ-
ent spin.

The Quabbin boys and
girls indoor track teams
continued their 2015-2016
campaign with a meet
against Nashoba last week
at Wachusett Regional High
School. The Lady Panthers
had the closer of the two
meets as they dropped a
66-25 decision to the Lady
Chieftains, while the boys
had a much tougher time in
their 77.5-9.5 loss. For the
girls, sophomore Morgan
Giarusso finished second in
the shot put at 29-03, eighth
in the .55-meter dash at 8.0
and 11th in the high jump
at 4-04, sophomore Kayla
Whitcomb placed fifth in the
two-mile at 13:35.5 and sev-

enth in the high jump at 4-08,
senior Anna Berry came in
sixth in the 600 meters at
1:57.3, eighth in the 1000
meters at 3:36.9 and ninth
in the shot put at 13-01 1-2,
freshman Nicole Caruso fin-
ished 10th in the 55-meter
hurdles at 10.9, freshman
Sophia Bellone placed 11th
in the 55-meter hurdles at
10.9 and 23rd in the 300
meters at 55.4, freshman
Madelyn Thrasher placed
14th in the high jump at 4-04
and 15th in the 55-meter
hurdles at 13.5, sophomore
Morgaine Bailey came in
16th in the 55-meter dash
at 8.4 and 17th in the high
jump at 4-02, sophomore
Isabel Pitney placed 18th in
the 55-meters at 9.0, 21st
in the shot put at 17-05 1-2
and 24th in the 300 meters at
57.2 and sophomore Olivia
Amato-Hansen finished 29th
in the shot put at 15-08 1-4.

The historian of the
Oakham Congregational
Church, Herb Holmes,
researched the first settled
Congregational minister
at the church, Rev. Daniel
Tomlinson, to portray him

as authentically as possible.
He discovered a sermon that
he gave as part of the kick
off for the church’s 250th
anniversary of its establish-
ment. Rev. Tomlinson always
wore black gloves and so did
Holmes.

25 years (Jan. 18, 2001)

The Barre Board of
Selectmen is accepting pro-
posals for farming the six to
eight acres of town owned
land on Town Farm Road.
The land contains several
small fields and a five-year
lease would be available.
Proposals should be submit-
ted to Lorraine Leno at the
Henry Woods Building by
Feb. 19.

School officials said a
project involving construc-
tion of a new educational
support services building
will be ready to be placed
out to bid March 6. We’ve
made great progress with
the time frame that we laid
out,” said Fran Gromelski,
a member of the Quabbin
Regional School Committee
and building subcommittee.

Gromelski told the regional
school committee Jan. 11 the
design architect, Coldham
Inc. of Amherst, is preparing
final specifications in lieu of
a Jan. 17 meeting with school
officials to discuss water and
drainage issues. Following
a review of bids, the school
district plans to select a gen-
eral contractor on March 15,
Gromelski said. Construction
of the 7,200 square foot
building will take place on
regional high school property
located off South Street.

Incumbent Selectman
Richard H. Stevens will face
a challenge in March from
Sandy Demetropoulos of
North Brookfield Road, as
the top race appeared to be
heading to the ballot. The
deadline to submit nomina-
tion papers was Jan. 16 at 5
p-m. A look at those returned
in time sowed a race brew-
ing not only for the top board
seat but also a battle for an
open three-year seat on the
Board of Health.

38 years (Jan. 21, 1988)

A fund drive is being

organized for victims of a
house fire resulting in over
$60,000 in damage to a
house belonging to David
Richards of 124 Worcester
Road, Hubbardston. The
fund drive is being orga-
nized at the Back Room
Restaurant on Main Street
in Hubbardston. The house
was rented by Kathy
Balsevice and Steven
Molesky. The fire is being
investigated, but is believed
to have been caused by a
wood stove. A dog and par-
rot were lost in the fire.
The fire was discovered
Jan. 11 at 10:30 a.m. when
Balsevice returned home.
The garage which contained
machinery and carpentry
tools was untouched and
these were removed shortly
after the fire.

Quabbin Regional
Athletic Director Ray
Turcotte has announced that
the Friday evening Quabbin
— North Middlesex Varsity
basketball game will be
open to the public without
an admission fee, as they
had previously planned.
The 7:30 p.m. start will

be preempted for about 15
minutes to allow for the
introduction of the 1971-
1973 undefeated Wachusett
League Champion Quabbin
Squad in commemoration of
the 25th anniversary of their
season.

Petersham votes should
take notice that there will
be two election days com-
ing up next month with
town officers to be cho-
sen of March 7 and the
Presidential Primary the
following day. Selectmen
could have chosen the
date of the town election,
but preferred to hold to the
established day. Polling
hours will differ and voters
should take note that March
7 they may voted form 10
a.m.-8 p.m. For the federal
primary hours of 7 a.m.-8
p-m. are mandated. Voting
will take place in the lower
town hall, which is handi-
cap accessible through the
side door on the East Street
Side. For the sake of smooth
voter flow, the Town Clerk
urgently requests that only
those handicapped enter by
the east door.
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Combined water/sewer bill
to be issued in February

NORTH BROOKFIELD
— Beginning with the next
billing cycle, the Water
Department and Sewer
Department will transition
from issuing two separate
bills twice per year to issuing
a single combined bill on a
quarterly basis.

This update is being
made to streamline billing,
improve accuracy, and pro-
vide residents with more
manageable, predictable pay-
ments. By moving to quar-
terly billing, charges will be
spread evenly throughout
the year, reducing the size of
each bill and making house-
hold budgeting easier.

Combining both services
into one statement also sim-
plifies the process for resi-
dents.

What to expect

The first bill you receive
will be a combined water and
sewer bill for six months of
usage. You will have 45 days
rather than 30 days before
payment will be due.

This first combined bill
will be issued in February.
Other quarterly bills in
2026 will be issued in May,
August and November.

Following the first com-
bined bill, instead of receiv-
ing separate water and sewer
bills two times per year,
you will now receive one
combined bill every three
months.

The new quarterly bills
will clearly show water
usage, sewer charges, and
any related fees in a single,
easy-to-read format.

Due dates and payment
options will be included
on each bill, just as before.
Payments can be made
online.

Under the town’s water
regulations, water service
may be discontinued for
accounts that remain unpaid.
Scheduled shutoff periods
will occur twice annually.

Please refer to the billing
schedule for additional infor-
mation.

No action is needed from
you, this change will happen
automatically.

If you have ques-
tions related to the new
billing schedule, please
feel free to contact the
Sewer Department at 508-
867-0211, or the Water
Department at 508-867-0207.

BARRE, from page 1

tant and $100 for expens-
es. It included $40,000 for
an outside audit. She said
she would be “shocked”
if a request for proposal
camew in at that amount.
She said this budget most
likely would change.

She said over time the
town budget would be get-
ting more transparent as
time goes on. She said,
“I’ve only had so much
time to do so much.” She
said the Select Board bud-
get broken was broken out
much more this year.. She
also said, “As years go on,
we’ll start breaking out
more and more.”

Other business

Finance Committee
member Bombredi said
in the past the committee
would get monthly bud-

get expenses reports for
all departments. The Town
Administrator said she
would email that infor-
mation for the committee
via Chairman Zachary
Macutkiewicz.

The Finance
Committee at their
next meeting will be
reviewing the Council
on Aging, Felton Field
Commission, Youth
Commission and
Historical Commission.
The two schools,
Montachusett Regional
Vocational Technical
School and Quabbin
Regional School District
will be meeting with
Fin Com in March.
The meeting adjourned
in under 40 minutes so
people could get home
before the weather got
worse.

A blood mobile, a collaboration of the Petersham Lions Club and Monty Tech
Honor Society was held in November. Shown are students from left, Sean Lyle,
Amaya Turner-Clarke, Lily McEvoy and Kharielle Gasqui.

LIONS CLUB, from page 3

sponsored the 46th annual
Halloween activities in the
Petersham Town Hall. After
trick or treating, there was
the annual Petersham Fire
Department parade around
the Common and then the
fun continued in the Town
Hall with a magic show with
magician Stevie Kidding
and his bunny. The Lions
Club also welcomed dona-
tions to supplement the
SNAP program of Central
Massachusetts through the
United Way, the Athol Food
Pantry and the Orange Food
Pantry. The successful drive
was matched by five donors

and brought the total raised
to over $1,000.00.

Nov. 1, in collaboration
with the National Honor
Society at Monty Tech
Regional High School, the
Lions Club held a Blood
Drive with the Massachusetts
General Hospital
Bloodmobile. This is the
third year of collaboration
and the fifth blood drive.The
drive is efficiently run and
has the ability to welcome
65 donors in one day as the
donation bus can accommo-
date four donors at a time.
A total of 42 pints of blood
was collected including
those from student donors.
Another drive is planned for

the spring and Monty tech
will host the event.

The Lions decorated
the Bandstand and donat-
ed Christmas tree as it does
every year. The Christmas
tree lighting was held on
Dec. 7 at 3 p.m. Children’s
activities, including a visit
from Santa, and hot cocoa
donated by Dean’s Beans
preceded the lighting at The
Petersham Memorial Library.

Events are already
planned for 2026 and
include the annual Lions
Curling Tournament and raf-
fle at the Petersham Curling
Club in March and the April
prize calendar raffle. All
donations and funds raised

Chips Bull displays his
Joseph J. Camarda
award.

go toward the many caus-
es that Lions International
is well-known for as well
as local causes. If you are
interested in learning more
about membership, the Club
encourages folks to reach
out to Membership Chair,
Past District Governor Denis
Legare at hilltopchief@
gmail.com or President Jim
Regan at] imregan5 @ gmail.
com. If you know a Lion
you can also ask them about
the Club and what we do.
Where there is a need- there
is a Lion. Lions are ordinary
people doing extraordinary
things.

HARDWICK from page 1

and be finished.

Schaaf asked how the
minutes of an executive ses-
sion are supposed to record-
ed, posted and saved.

Tinker suggested a “con-
fidential cabinet,” which can
hold notes from executive
sessions.

The other topic Tinker
wanted to highlight was the
Select Board members hav-
ing an understanding of the
roles and responsibilities of
each board position, as well
as the Town Administrator’s
roles and responsibilities.

After discussion, the
board took Tinker’s sugges-

tion and approved the sched-
uling of open meeting min-
utes.
Ambulance contract
addendum

Town Administrator
Justine Caggiano addressed
the board on what is going
on with the town’s agreement
for ambulance services from
the West Brookfield Rescue
Squad. She presented the
board with an addendum to
the existing contract.

When asked where the
$7,662 was coming from for
the payment, Caggiano said
it’s coming from the emer-
gency medical budget. The
board members voted to
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approve the addendum.

Town Administrator’s

report

Caggiano shared that the
Special Town Meeting is
scheduled on Jan. 22 in the
Select Board meeting room
at 6 p.m. State Sen. Peter
Durant and state Rep. Donnie
Berthiaume are holding
office hours on Feb. 11 from
10-11 a.m. inside the Select
Board room.

Select Board roundtable

During their roundtable
discussion, Tinker talked
about an agenda request pro-
cess. Tinker was seeking an
explanation as to why some
items were excluded from the
agenda despite his requests to
include them.

Vollheim responded, say-
ing there have been submis-
sions that were out of date
and some were also sent to
town counsel for review.
Schaaf commented and he
said he believed the items
were coming in after the
agenda had been sent.

According to Tinker, an
agenda can change leading
up to a meeting, even within
a 48-hour period.

Pole hearing

The Select Board
approved National Grid’s
request for the placement
of poles, wires and fixtures
along and across the public
way on Barre Road, follow-
ing a public hearing.

A representative of
National Grid stated that the
abutters had been notified,
and the work will be taking
place at an intersection off

Barre Road.
Visitors’ comments

During visitors’ com-
ments, Smith read a letter
sharing his concerns about
the governance of the town,
and called for the resignation
of Vollheim and termination
of Caggiano.

He also said there is a
need for recorded meetings
of all boards and committees.

The board members asked
Smith to refrain from making
disparaging comments about
town officials in a public
meeting.

Resident William Cole
talked about the open meet-
ing law complaints on the
agenda and questioned if
people don’t want to run for
committees or public offices
because they expect the pat-
tern of repeated public record
requests.

Caggiano shared that
in the last year, a resident
had filed 18 public records
requests and six to eight open
meeting law complaints, but
that doesn’t mean the town
has violated anything.

Another resident said this
could all be avoided if the
boards and committees had a
Zoom recording of meetings.

Tinker suggested they
could show other boards
and committees how to use
the equipment that helps in
recording meetings and post-
ing them on YouTube, if they
choose to do it.

Residents, “just want to
know what is going on in
their town,” Tinker said.

SURVEY, from page 1

than the one that is current-
ly used by the town. Tirone
is a current commission-
er in Blackstone, as well as
a small town in western
Massachusetts, according to
Young.

The board motioned to

move forward in the hiring
process with Garside.

The board is continuing
interviews with several appli-
cants for executive assistant,
according to board member
Peter Walker.

The board is scheduled to
meet next on Tuesday, Jan.20.

[ ]
Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry

facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo.
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible
apartments when available.

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379




EQLT announces micro-grant program

HARDWICK - The
East Quabbin Land Trust
announces the fourth annu-
al micro-grant program tar-
geted at promoting farming
in their region.

The goal is to inspire
local farmers to continue
doing their great work in
sustaining communities
and improving the quality
of life in the East Quabbin
region including Barre,
Hardwick, Hubbardston,
New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Oakham,
Petersham, Ware and West
Brookfield.

Grants will be award-
ed in two categories: Farm
succession planning and
farmland conservation and

organic and/or regen-
erative farming practices
focused on fruits, vegeta-
bles and meats directly
consumed by residents of
the region. They expect
to award between four
to eight grants between
$2,500 and $10,000 each,
though most grants are
expected to be $5,000 or
less.

These funds can be paid

to the farmer or direct-
ly to the service provid-
er. That might mean pay-
ing a surveyor or lawyer
assisting with transferring
the farm to the next gen-
eration or the contractor
installing fencing or a well
to enhance farming prac-
tices that build soil health,
wildlife habitat,and protect
water quality. Other prac-
tices might include activi-
ties associated with mov-
ing towards no-till farming,
using cover-crops and fil-
ter strips along stream and
wetland corridors.

Prior year grant
awardees are eligible to
apply, however preference
may be given to first-time
applicants. To apply for an
East Quabbin Farm Micro-
grant, people should send a
letter to Cynthia Henshaw,
Executive Director, East
Quabbin Land Trust. The
letter can be emailed to
chenshaw@EQLT.org.
People should send request
for funding by Monday,
Feb. 23.

Letter of request should
include the following

information. Applicant
name, farm name, address
and contact information.
Summary statement about
requested purpose and
amount 40 words or less.
Description of current
farming practice 250 words
or less. Confirm Organic
farming designation or spe-
cific practices recognized
in promoting organic and
regenerative farming prin-
ciples 250 words or less.
Description of funding
need and expected change
to farm or farming practic-
es 500 words or less.

How your proposed
project can be modified if
partial funding is awarded
100 words or less?

A short interview may
be requested of finalists
before grant awardees are
chosen. For more infor-
mation or questions, peo-
ple may email Cynthia
Henshaw at chenshaw @
EQLT.org or call 978-895-
6984. This opportunity is
available because of a gen-
erous multi-year commit-
ment from an anonymous
foundation.
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FOSC to host annual Valentine Celebration

Deadline to
order tickets 1s
Friday, Jan. 16

HARDWICK - The
Friends of the Stone Church
will host its annual Valentine
Celebration on Saturday, Jan.
31 at 4 p.m. at Hardwick
Crossing Country Club, Route
32, Gilbertville.

All are welcome to join the
Friends for a rollicking party
to celebrate and support the
Stone Church Cultural Center.
Tickets are $65 per person.

Hardwick Crossing pro-
vides an elegant private dining
room surrounded by beautiful
country views. Dinner will be
served buffet style: appetizer,
steak tips, haddock, vegetari-
an lasagna, salad, vegetables,
and cookies, with a cash bar.

The Mason Tyler Duo, Lou
Falcone on saxophone and
Mark Fontaine on keyboard
and guitar, will entertain you,
whether you sit and listen or
dance the night away. Their
music ranges from swing to
blues, from classic rock to
jazz, and they love harmoniz-

ing favorite 1950s and 1960s
songs.

Proceeds of dinner tickets
and auction purchases benefit
Friends of the Stone Church, a
non-profit corporation whose
mission is to preserve the his-
toric Gilbertville landmark
known as the Stone Church
Cultural Center, and to oper-
ate it as a thriving center for
our regional Massachusetts
communities. Support for the
Center helps produce con-
certs, events for youth and
children, and community
music events and rehearsal
space.

The last day to purchase
tickets is Jan. 16. No tickets
will be sold at the event, so
reservations in the form of

Submitted photo

purchased tickets are required.

Purchase tickets online
at: https://www.tickettailor.
com/events/friendsofthe-
stonechurch/ or mail payment
by check to FOSC, P.O. Box
347, Gilbertville, MA 01031.
If mailing, please specify the
number of tickets with your
name and the names of all
attendees and your email or
cell phone where you would
like to receive acknowledg-
ment.

To donate something
to the auction, to promote
this event or to ask a ques-
tion, please contact the
FOSC by email: Events@
FriendsoftheStoneChurch.org.
No donations accepted after
Jan. 24.

TREATMENT PLANT,
from page 1

they were not replaced during
the plant’s upgrade due to the
high cost.

“Everything’s obsolete,
so we can’t buy the parts
anymore so you have to just
replace it,” he said.

Cardenas said the clarifiers
are essential for keeping bac-
teria from leaving the treat-
ment plant.

The tour next stopped at
the building where the raw
sewage enters the treatment
plant.

Septage haulers can con-
nect directly to the discharge
hose of the building and each
hauler is given a card and a
pin number, which opens a
valve to allow for the dis-
charge to take place.

“Below the ground there’s
two 20,000 gallon holding
tanks, so we have a capacity
of 40,000 gallons,” Cardenas
said.

The town’s wastewa-
ter treatment plant accepts
approximately 20,000 gallons
of septage a day, which pro-
vides essential revenue.

“It’s a fantastic source
of revenue for the town,”
Cardenas said. “It’s vital that
we keep that revenue source
going.”

Once the septage enters
the building, it goes through a
rock trap (to collect rocks and
heavy grit), then to flow mea-
surement. Then the septage
is processed through screens,
where the liquid is diverted to
holding tanks.

Cardenas said the screens
collect rags and other mate-
rials that could clog the treat-
ment plant’s pump propellers.

“We want to keep all of
these rags out of the treat-
ment process,” he said. “They
really wreak havoc.”

The tour then moved to
the headworks, where raw
sewage comes in from the
town’s 14 miles of sewer
lines, propelled by three
pump stations. The sewage
goes through a similar pro-
cess as the septage, with
screens collecting rags and
other debris.

He said the rags screened
from the septage and sewage
are collected and hauled to a
landfill every few months.

After the rags are
removed, the sewage goes
through an auger to remove
grit.

Cardenas said the grit is
abrasive and can wear out
the treatment plant’s pumps,
which is why it needs to be
removed.

Once this process is com-
plete, the sewage (now called
influent) flows to a splitter
box before moving to the aer-
ation basins and then to the
two clarifiers.

“This is where all the bio-
logical treatment happens,”
he said.

The aeration basins are
where 80% of the treatment
of wastewater takes place.

Cardenas said the basins

are divided into zones, with
one removing total phospho-
rus, another to remove total
nitrogen, and others that help
with the bacterial treatment.

“Most of your pollutants
that come in here get convert-
ed to new bacteria,” he said.

Cardenas said the treat-
ment plant is fully automated,
and the machines that aerate
the basins will speed up and
slow down based on the con-
centration of pollutants enter-
ing the facility.

After treatment, the
remaining solids or sludge
are then transported to anoth-
er facility to be incinerated.
In the past decade, the cost of
this service has nearly dou-
bled, which is reflected in
sewer user’s bills.

“It’s becoming increas-
ingly difficult to get rid
of this,” he said of the sol-
ids. “Nothing ever gets any
cheaper...you don’t ever
think about sewage and
where it goes.”

Cardenas said per- and
polyfluoroalkyl substances
are another challenge with the
disposal of sludge.

At the Operations
Building, the treatment plant
houses polyaluminum chlo-
ride, a chemical that is used to
remove phosphorus from the
influent. Excess phosphorus
can lead to algae growth and
blooms in waterways, which
can impact water quality and
be toxic to aquatic organisms.

Cardenas said of the
commonwealth’s hundreds
of treatment plants, North
Brookfield has one of the top
five most stringent discharge
permits, due to the small size
of Forget-Me-Not Brook.

NEW YEAR

SALE!

HUGE
KITCHEN
PACKAGE &
LAUNDRY
REBATES

32” HD Smart 1V........$99.99

Regularly $149.99

43” Smart TV.
Regularly $249.

50” HDTV Television..$229.99

Regularly $269.99

55” HDTV Television..$229.99

Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV Television..$329.99

Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV
Regularly $699.99

UP TO $10,000!

These clarifiers will need to be upgraded, as parts are no longer available for repairs and maintenance.

$199.99

$499.99

“The limits that we are
allowed to discharge are very
low,” he said.

Due to the brook’s limited
capacity to dilute treated lig-
uid flow or effluent, the quali-
ty of the discharge leaving the
facility is critically important,
he said.

Cardenas then led the
group to the pump room, and
explained that each pump is
color coded to show its pur-
pose. The pipes leading in to
and out of the pumps are also
colored to match.

The group then stopped at
the clarifiers, to see how they
work to separate sludge and
liquid flow. The sludge settles
at the bottom and the liquid
flows over weirs to the next
step in the treatment process.

The final stop on the tour
was the Cloth and Media
Filter Building, where the
liquid flow is filtered for the
final time and then disinfect-
ed using UV lights before it
is discharged into Forget-Me-
Not Brook. Cardenas said

2026

UV lights are used to disinfect the effluent and pre-
vent any bacteria from reproducing after it is dis-

charged..

the treatment plant operators
are only required to disinfect
the effluent from April to
October.

“It doesn’t kill the bac-
teria, but it destroys their
DNA and prevents them from
reproducing,” he said.

After disinfecting, the
effluent runs over a fish lad-
der, which adds oxygen
to the flow before it enters
the brook. From there, the

MATTRESS SALE!
TWIN: $199

(REGULARLY $299)

FULL: $269

(REGULARLY $499)

QUEEN: 5299

(REGULARLY $599)

brook flows to Quaboag
Pond, the Seven Mile River,
the Connecticut River, Long
Island Sound, and eventually
the Atlantic Ocean.

Cardenas said there is a
lot that goes into wastewater
treatment and that he never
stops learning as the super-
intendent of the Grade 6
facility, which used to be a
Grade 5 prior to the upgrade.
He said there is a lot of on

SAVE UP TO

70% Off

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99
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J
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AIR FRY
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\( FRIGIDAIRE ) | SAMSUNG TOP LOAD

WASHER & DRYER
Pair - Reg. $1199.99

$99999

\_ AFTERREBATE! J \

the job training working in
wastewater treatment, and
that a passion for the work is

necessary.
“We recently had a
DEP [Department of

Environmental Protection]
inspection and got bumped
up to a Grade 6 facility,” he
said. “Anybody that manages
a place has to have the high-
est license in the state.”

He said the plant is
designed to treat 800,000 gal-
lons of sewage a day, and at
this time, it is running at half
capacity.

The town currently has
950 sewer customers, includ-
ing residential and commer-
cial. Cardenas said the town
has about three industrial
sewer customers.

“The lower the customer
base we have, the higher the
sewer bill,” he said. “If we
could add some new custom-
ers to that to make up that
budget...it only helps every-
body and we have plenty of
capacity.”

SLEDS, SKATES

) _AND TOBOGGANS!
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' Reg. $999.99
798"
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Church News

Local pastors offer sermons

Healthful Resolutions
Part 3

Jonathan Edwards (1703-
1758) was an American
revivalist, philosopher and
theologian who served as
a key figure in the Great
Awakening.

Each New Year I enter-
tain his writings, as he
wrote at length on the theme
of healthful resolutions.
Consider the following as
we enter into 2026:

1) Vengeance

What did Edwards
resolve on the theme of
vengeance? “Resolved,
never to do anything out of
revenge.” Scripture warns
against seeking vengeance.
For instance (Rom. 12:17a,
19, NIV): “17 Do not repay
anyone evil for evil. . .
. 19 Do not take revenge,
my dear friends, but leave
room for God’s wrath, for
it is written: ‘It is mine to
avenge; I will repay,” [cf.
Deut. 32:35] says the Lord.”
Rather, we are to take the
far higher-yet more diffi-
cult-road of blessing those
who persecute us, and doing
good unto them (Rom.
12:14, 20). Paul concludes
his commentary on the topic
of vengeance with the fol-
lowing:

Romans 12:21

21 Do not be overcome
by evil, but overcome evil
with good.

We also do well to deal
with those heart elements
that give rise to vengeance,
including but not limited to
anger. Consider:

Ephesians 4:26

26 “In your anger do not
sin.” Do not let the sun go
down while you are still
angry, 27 and do not give
the devil a foothold.

It is far easier to deal
with a forest fire before it
starts; when it is still but
a spark. Deal with anger
quickly, learn to forgive,
and release any desire for
revenge unto God. Trust in
Him for He shall do right-
ly!

2) Peace-Making

What did Edwards
resolve concerning inter-
personal peace? “Resolved,
always to do what I can
towards making, maintain-
ing and preserving peace,
when it can be without
over-balancing detriment in
other respects.” He was a
man who sought harmony
in his relationships. What
of us?

Christ Jesus called us
to be peacemakers (Matt.
5:9): “Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they will
be called children of God.”
When we work for peace
with our peers, we mimic
the nature of our Father
in heaven, who sought
peace with sinful man. Of

course, | posit that there is
a vast difference between
being a peace-mak-
er and a peace-keeper. A
peace-keeper will do any-
thing and everything for the
appearance of peace. Such
will avoid necessary con-
flict or enable, mistakenly
confusing peace with quiet.
However, a peace-maker
will do what is necessary to
establish, preserve and pro-
mote genuine peace. Thus
said, I have come to love
the wisdom of Paul on the
matter (Rom. 12:18): “If it is
possible, as far as it depends
on you, live at peace with
everyone.”

Is there disunity in
your world? Have you
done everything, as far as
it depends on you, to be at
peace with all around you?

3) Watch Your Words

What did Edwards
resolve concerning his
words (i.e., as they relate to
others)? “Resolved, never to
say anything at all against
anybody, but when it is
perfectly agreeable to the
highest degree of Christian
honor, and of love to man-
kind, agreeable to the low-
est humility, and sense of
my own faults and failings,
and agreeable to the gold-
en rule; often, when I have
said anything against any-
one, to bring it to, and try
it strictly by the test of this
Resolution.” This is a fan-
ciful way of saying that
Edwards pledged to watch
what he said of others,
knowing that careless words
have a truly destructive
capacity.

Proverbs 18:21a

21 The tongue has the
power of life and death . . .

If we are to speak, let our
words be done according to
the words of Christ-what
Edwards and others call the
Golden Rule:

Matthew 7:12b

12 . . . in everything, do
to others what you would
have them do to you . . .

In the New Year, let us
watch our tempers and our
tongues, love God and oth-
ers, and work for the pur-
pose of real peace.

Thank you for taking the
time to read this publication.
Should you have any com-
ments or questions, feel free
to contact me at your conve-
nience using the information
below.

Also, feel free to check
us out online at www.
NewlLifeBarre.org or visit us
each Sunday at 10:30 a.m.
We hope to see you soon.

Pastor James Foley
New Life Assembly

of God

60 Main St. South Barre
jamesfoley
@newlifebarre.org
978-355-6407

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

2026: A Pastoral
Message by Pastor
Margaret Keyser

First Sunday after the
Epiphany

“He was Baptized,
Preached Peace, and did
Good.”

Scripture Reading:
Acts 10 v34-43

L. Introduction

Whenever we are given
assignments - be it at work,
home, as a community vol-
unteer, couching sports
teams, or serving at church
and more - we take time to
understand our assignments
and make every effort to
complete them successfully.

We work hard and hope
that others will see we try
our best and that we do our
work with love and care.
We are not always perfect,
and we make mistakes, but
we learn and then we move
forward with what we are
charged to do. We must
now ask the question, what
have we learned from Jesus
Christ, who was sent by
God with a specific purpose
and assignment?

II. He was baptized,
preached peace and did
good.

In our passage we see
Peter preach to a gathering
of people who, under the
guidance of Cornelius, came
to listen to the Apostle, after
he was called by Cornelius
to come to his house.

Cornelius was a God-
fearing man from Caesarea.
He was considered a
Gentile, someone not from
the Jewish faith, but he was
a righteous man, believed
in God and gave generously
to those in need. Cornelius
received a vision from God
to send for Peter to come to
his house. Meanwhile Peter
had also received a vision of
heaven opening, a sheet full
of animals descending and
God telling him to kill and
eat them.

Certain animals were
classified as unclean under
Jewish law, prompting Peter
to seek clarification from
God regarding this mat-
ter. When Peter arrived at
Cornelius’ house and heard
his account of God speaking
to him, Peter realized that
God had a message for him
as an apostle, that God does
not, according to verse 34
show favoritism, but accepts
all people from all nations
who fear God and do what
is right.

God wants all people,
and all nations to receive the
message of peace and sal-
vation, including Cornelius
and those who were gath-
ered with him, who were
considered gentiles. Peter
now had a better under-
standing of his vision and
assignment, which was to
preach to the people gath-
ered at Cornelius’ house,
irrespective of their back-
grounds. He needed the
encounter with Cornelius
who received God’s

message directly about
the promise of salvation.

In Peter’s sermon, he
speaks these words, “You
know...” that God sent Jesus
of Nazareth with the good
news of peace and you
know that after He was bap-

tized. He was filled with the
power of the Holy Spirit and
you know that after that, He
went around the villages
in Galilee and into Judea,
speaking about peace and
healed people.

Peter knew that his audi-
ence saw or heard about
Jesus who did all these
things. It was at Jesus’ bap-
tism that the power of God
became manifest in Him,
enabling Him to speak about
peace, which in the Hebrew
context meant well-being
and freedom from hos-
tile powers. God’s power
through Jesus, the Son,
wanted them to experience
well-being and freedom
from those who were hostile
to them.

Through God’s power
Jesus was able to do good
to all around Him and
healed them, because their
illnesses were because of
the power of the devil over
them. He freed them from
those afflictions and diseas-
es, because God was with
Him, says Peter in verse
37. Through God’s power
and intent, Jesus was sent
to bring forth a new dispen-
sation of equality, of good
things, healing, of peace and
salvation.

III. Conclusion

We know how good it
feels when we recover from
illness after receiving med-
ical care, right? We know
the feeling of relief when
unexpected money arrives,
and we can pay our bills
after worrying about them.
We know that shared feeling
of relief when we can help
others who are experiencing
difficulties. That is precisely
what was meant when God
sent Jesus Christ into the
world, to bring the message
that God wants everyone in
this world to feel at peace
and have the experience
of well-being. God wants
everyone in this world to
be healed and to receive the
care they need and deserve.
God wants every person to
have what they need to live
within God’s Kingdom. This
was Peter’s lesson about
cultural, ethnic and religious
divisions and how, with God
there was no more Jew or
Gentile, no more slave or
free, male nor female, as
explained in Galatians 3
v 28. Through Jesus’ bap-
tism in the fullness of the
Holy Spirit, God’s power
of freedom, love and care
came through Him and was
now offered to very human
being. Jesus Christ under-
stood His assignment to all
the nations of the world.
May we all, while we under-
stand our earthly assign-
ments, also realize like
Peter that God’s intention
for all of humanity is equal-
ity, well-being and healing
for all, and may we carry
forth this divine message
and mission to those around
us. Let us join together in
prayer and collaboration
with Jesus Christ to help
bring about the Kingdom of
God here on earth.

Amen.

Pastor Margaret Keyser
Barre Congregational
Church

30 Park St., Barre

Obituaries

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

» Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).
Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.
Thank you.

Bernice Alice (Mennard) Miller, 89

BARRE — Bernice Alice
(Mennard) Miller, 89, of
South Barre, went home
to be with her Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ, on
Wednesday, Dec. 31, 2025
at Quaboag Rehabilitation
and Skilled Care Center.

Bernie was born on Sept.
19, 1936 in Pennsylvania
to George A. and Kathryn
(Emerich) Mennard. She
graduated from Barre
High School, class of ‘54
and attended Worcester
Hahnemann Hospital
School of Nursing. On
May 19, 1956 she married
Earl Miller of Saginaw,
Michigan.

In 1969 she began her
career as a paraprofessional
at Quabbin Regional, first
in physical education, then
in the nurses office and fin-
ishing as career counselor.
Bernie was very active at
Quabbin coaching JV Girls
basketball in 1971, part
of the leadership group of
paraprofessionals, chap-
eroned many dances and
was co-class advisor to the
classes of 1991 and 1996.
In 2006, after 37 years she
decided to retire.

Outside of Quabbin,
Bernie was a 4-H leader
to the “Cooking Cookies,”
member of the Cradle Rock
Chapter of the Order of the
Eastern Star, Council of
Aging and Christ Church
Knitters. She was a very
active parishioner at Christ
Episcopal Church in South
Barre teaching Sunday
School, singing in the choir,
serving on the Altar Guild
and Vestry.

More than anything
Bernie loved and closely
followed (and had an opin-
ion on) all New England
sports teams, especially the
Celtics. She took it upon
herself to text her children
and grandchildren updat-
ed scores throughout the
games. Bernie also took
great pride in attending her
grandchildren’s theatrical
and sporting events wherev-
er they might be.

Bernie loved to knit,
read and play games.
Neighborhood Pinochle
card games in the summer

DEATH NOTICE

Miller, Bernice
(Mennard)
Died Dec. 31, 2025
Celebration of Life to be
held in spring

and many hours of table
games with family on every
holiday gathering.

She leaves behind
three daughters: BethAnn
Gingras of Winthrop,
Maine; Cynthia and hus-
band Rodney Wood of
Inverness, Florida, Ariann
and her husband Ed
Huether of Lindenhurst,
New York, one son, Scott
and his wife Gayle of
Cape Coral, Florida.
Grandchildren David
Komosa, Michael (Lexie)
Gingras, Timothy Gingras,
Kathryn (Andrew) Miller,
Antione Gingras and Carly
Miller. Great grandchildren
Kane and Ronin Komosa,
Amari and Ezekiel Gingras
and Virginia Barger. She
also leaves her sister,
Barbara Mennard, sister-
in-laws, Rose Smith and
Margaret Parens, many
nieces and nephews as well
as being a surrogate mother
and grandmother to many
friends over the years who
have become like family,
further extending her reach
of love. Bernie is prede-
ceased by her husband Earl
Miller, brother George J.
Mennard, brother-in-law
Carl Miller, sister-in-laws
Alice Whalen, Marylee
Hoveland and Ann Furrow.

The family would like to
extend their deepest grati-
tude for the love and care
given to Bernice by the staff
of unit 2 and the therapists
at Quaboag Rehabilitation
and Skilled Care Center and
Brookhaven Hospice.

A celebration of life will
be held later in the spring.
In lieu of flowers, Bernice
has asked that donations
be made to the St Labre
Indian School, 112 St Labre
Campus Drive, Ashland,
MT 59003. Arrangements
are under the care of
Pillsbury Funeral Homes,
96 South Barre Road, Barre.

Public Notices

(SEAL)

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF
THE TRIAL COURT
26 SM 000061
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO:

Heather L. Seaton;

Jeremy T. Levesque

and to all persons entitled to
the benefit of the Servicemem-
bers Civil Relief Act: 50 U.S.C.
c. 50 § 3901 (et seq):

Carrington Mortgage Ser-
vices, LL.C

claiming to have an interest in
a Mortgage covering real prop-
erty in Barre, numbered 40 Ken-
dall Street, given by Heather L.
Seaton and Jeremy T. Levesque
to Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc., as mortgag-
ee, as nominee for Homebridge
Financial Services, Inc., dated
March 26, 2019, and recorded
at Worcester County (Worces-
ter District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 60191, Page 178, and

now held by the plaintiff by as-
signment, has/have filed with this
court a complaint for determina-
tion of Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently
have been, in the active military
service of the United States of
America, then you may be en-
titled to the benefits of the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief Act.
If you object to a foreclosure of
the above-mentioned property
on that basis, then you or your
attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court
at Three Pemberton Square,
Boston, MA 02108 on or before
February 23, 2026 or you may
lose the opportunity to challenge
the foreclosure on the grounds of
noncompliance with the Act.

Witness, GORDON H. PIP-
ER, Chief Justice of said Court
on January 9, 2026.

Attest:

Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
01/15/2026

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

2 Access archives and digital tear sheets by

3 Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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Public Safety

Barre Police Log

Sunday, Dec. 21

8:52 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Sick/Unknown, Old
Stage Road, Transported to
Hospital

12:09 p.m. Emergency
Medical Service — Overdose/
Poisoning, South Street,
Transported to Hospital

2:10 p.m. Larceny or Theft,
West Street, Report Filed

5:49 p.m. Erratic Operator,
West Street, Area Patrolled

6:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
North Brookfield Road, Written
Warning

10:54 p.m. Emergency
Medical Service — Welfare
Check, Trafalgar Square, No
Transport Required

Monday, Dec. 22

1:33 a.m. Emergency
Medical Service — Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Summer Street,
Transported to Hospital

9:13 a.m. Emergency
Medical Service — Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, Valley
Road, Ambulance Signed
Refusal

10:28 a.m. Emergency
Medical Service — Welfare
Check, Sheldon Road, No
Transport Required

12:36 p.m. Emergency
Medical Service — Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Oakham Road,
Transported to Hospital

1:33 p.m. Animal — ACO Call,
Walnut Hill Road, Referred to
Other Agency

1:51 p.m. Erratic Operator,
West Street, No Action Required

6:25 p.m. Suspicious Person/

Vehicle Activity, West Street,
Investigated

6:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
West Street, Citation Issued

Tuesday, Dec. 23

11:07 a.m. Emergency
Medical Service — Sick/Unknown,
Gauthier Road, Transported to
Hospital9

5:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Main Street, Citation Issued

7:15 p.m. Road Condition

Notification, Town Wide,
Information Given
8:03 p.m. Emergency

Medical Service — Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, Old
Coldbrook Road, Report Filed

Wednesday, Dec. 24

12:06 a.m. Abandoned
Vehicle — Parking Issues,
Exchange Street, Vehicle Towed

3:32 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Falls, Loring Road,
Transported to Hospital

5:29 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service - Sick/Unknown,
Ruggles Land, Transported to
Hospital

Thursday, Dec. 25

9:47 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Welfare Check, Peach
Street, Transported to Hospital

3:02 p.m. Larceny or Theft,
Clem Court, Officer/Chief Advised

3:13 p.m. Motor Vehicle
— Disabled, Mechanic Street,
Officer Spoke to Party

3:42 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Chest Pain/Heart
Problem, Moulton Street, No
Transport Required

Friday, Dec. 26

4:24 a.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Hubbardston Road,
Report Filed

7:25 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Animal Bites, South
Street, No Transport Required

9:32 p.m. Fire — Motor
Vehicle Collision, Stetson Road,
Vehicle Towed

3:38 p.m. Safety Concern,
Hubbardston Road, Officer
Spoke to Party

10:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle —
Disabled, Mechanic Street,
Officer Chief Advised

11:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle —
Disabled, Hubbardston Road,
Referred to Other Agency

Saturday, Dec. 27

1:31 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle
— Parking Issue, Cedar Street,
Vehicle Towed

2:25 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle
— Parking Issue, Exchange
Street, Vehicle Towed

9:49 a.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Gilbert Road, Vehicle
Towed

1:49 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Sick/Unknown,
Ruggles Lane transported to
Hospital

3:30 p.m. Erratic Operator,
West Street, Referred to Other
Agency

5 p.m. Fire — Brush and
Wildland Fire, South Barre Road,
Investigated

SOUTH BARRE
Wednesday, Dec. 24

Animal — ACO Call, Station
Road, Information Given

Hubbardston Police Log

Sunday, Dec. 21
3 a.m. Noise Complaint,
Gardner Road, Officer Spoke to
Party
6:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Accident — No Fire Department/
EMS Response, Gardner Road;,

Report Filed
8:23 p.m. Emergency
Medical Service -

UnconsciousUnresponsive/
Syncope, Seminole Avenue,
Mutual Aid Transport

Monday, Dec. 22

8:06 a.m. Building/Property
Check, Kruse Road, Citation
Issued

9:03 a.m. Court Duty, Gardner
District Court, Services Rendered

1:15 p.m. Animal — Wildlife,
High Street, Referred to Other
Agency

2:35 p.m. Tree Incidents
(No Wires), Chippewa Street,
Information Given

3:01 p.m. Animal — Wildlife,
Gardner Road, Officer/Chief
Advised

7:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Old Westminster Road, Criminal
Complaint

Summons Bard, Fred Robert,
52, Gardner

Charges License Suspended,
Operating Motor Vehicle With

10:17 p.m. Emergency
Medical Service — Sick/Unknown,
Old Westminster Road, No
Transport Required

10:52 p.m. Emergency
Medical Service — Overdose/
Poisoning, Old Westminster
Road, Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, Dec. 23

4:57 p.m. Emergency
Medical Service — Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, Cross
Road, No Transport Required

7:03 p.m. Speak to the Chief/
Officer, New Templeton Road,
Officer Spoke to Party

7:15 p.m. Road Condition
Notification, Town Wide,
Information Taken

8:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle
— Disabled, Gardner Road,
Information Given

11:57 p.m. Abandoned Vehicle
— Parking Issues, Officer/Chief
Advised

Wednesday, Dec. 24

8:27 a.m. Complaint, Birches
Road, Officer/Chief Advised

8:34 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Chest Pain/Heart
Problem, High Street, Ambulance
Signed Refusal

8:47 a.m. Complaint,
Dogwood North Road, Officer/
Chief Advised

9:20 a.m. Fire Motor Vehicle
Collision, Mt. Jefferson Road,
Unfounded

11:20 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle
— Parking Issues, Underwood
Road, Officer/Chief Advised

2:06 p.m. Erratic Operator,
Main Street, Verbal Warning

2:59 p.m. Road Condition
Notification, Mt. Jefferson Road,
Information Given

Thursday, Dec. 25
7:23 a.m. Safety Concern,
High Street, Officer Spoke to
Party

7:44 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Welfare Check, High
Street, Negative Contact

9:38 a.m. Emergency
Medical Service — Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, High Street,
Transported to Hospital

3:32 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Falls, Grimes Road, No
Transport Required

6:42 p.m. Road/Traffic
Hazard, Gardner Road, Removed
from Scene

Friday, Dec. 26

4:24 a.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Hubbardston Road,
Report Filed

3:02 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Falls, Mt. Jefferson
Road, No Transport Required

3:53 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Accident — No Fire Department/
EMS Response, Gardner Road,
No Action Required

9:48 p.m. Road Condition
Notification, Whole Town,
Information Taken

Saturday, Dec. 27

12:10 a.m. Emergency
Medical Service — Breathing
Difficulty, Morgan Road, Mutual
Aid Transport

3:41 a.m. Road Condition
Notification, New Westminster
Road, Officer Spoke to Party

5:08 p.m. Fire — Structure
Fires, Old Westminster Road,
Investigated

5:19 p.m. Notification, Old
Princeton Road, Investigated

Hardwick Police Log

During the week of Jan. 5-12
the Hardwick/New Braintree
Police Department responded to
54 building/property checks, 33
directed/area patrols, nine radar
assignments, five traffic controls,
17 emergency 911 calls, seven
citizen assists, one assist other
agency, two complaints, two safe-
ty hazards, one scam, one motor
vehicle investigation, one prop-
erty damage, one fire/other, two
motor vehicle accidents, four ani-
mal calls and five motor vehicle
stops in the town of Hardwick.

Monday, Jan. 5

8:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Crash, Lower Road, Transported
to Hospital

8:05 a.m. 911 Motor Vehicle
Crash, Lower Road, Merge

10:49 a.m. Assist Citizen,
School House Drive, Dispatch
Handled

Tuesday, Jan. 6

7:15 a.m. 911 Property
Damage, Prospect Street, Report
Taken

11:47 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Petersham Road, Officer Handled

4:17 p.m. 911 Welfare Check,
Church Street, Negative Contact

5:20 p.m. Assist Citizen, Main
Street, Spoken To

6:35 p.m. 911 Assist Citizen,

Prospect Street, Officer Handled
6:53 p.m. Assist Citizen, Old
Greenwich Plains Road, Spoken
To
9:46 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Church Lane, Officer Handled
11:57 p.m. Safety Hazard,
Barre Road, Services Rendered

Wednesday, Jan. 7

11:18 a.m. Assist Citizen,
Lower Road, Officer Handled

1 p.m. Assist Other Agency,
Carlson Road, Officer Handled

2:57 p.m. Complaint, Main
Street, Officer Handled

3:22 p.m. Scam, Main Street,
Report Taken

5:32 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Unknown, Officer Handled

6:51 p.m. 911 Suspicious
Activity, Main Street, Officer
Handled

10:23 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Church Lane, Patient
Refusal

Thursday, Jan. 8
2:46 p.m. Assist Citizen, Main
Street, Officer Handled
3:36 p.m. 911 Lockout, Collins
Road, Services Rendered
6:09 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Birch Street,
Transported to Hospital
11:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Citation Issued

Friday, Jan. 9

9:06 a.m. 911 Disturbance,
Greenwich Road, Report Taken

10:02 a.m. 911 Misdial, Birch
Street, Spoken To

11:15 a.m. Active Threat/
Shooter, Old Petersham Road,
Services Rendered

3:35 p.m. Complaint, High
Road, Officer Handled

3:35 p.m. Medical Emergency,
Petersham Road, Transported to
Hospital

Saturday, Jan. 10

3:13 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Investigation, Upper Church
Street, Officer Handled

10:02 a.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Hardwick Road,
Patient Refusal

3:59 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, North Road, Patient
Refusal

4:44 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Main Street, Officer
Handled

Sunday, Jan. 11

12:09 p.m. 911 Misdial,
Church Lane, Spoken To

1:08 p.m. 911 Fire/Other,
Taylor Hill Road, Services
Rendered

3:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Barre Road, Written Warning
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Rutland Police Log

Sunday, Dec. 21

3:34 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle
— Parking Issues, Nancy Drive,
Citation Issued

9:36 a.m. Property — Lost/
Found/Surrender, Main Street,
Report Filed

10:10 p.m. Emergency
Medical Service — Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, East Hill Road,
Transported to Hospital

10:17 p.m. Animal — Lost and/
or Found, Valley View Circle,
Located/Found

Monday, Dec. 22

12:02 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Maple Avenue, Written
Warning

12:20 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East County Road, Written
Warning

12:30 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East County Road, Written
Warning

4:02 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Barre Paxton Road, Written
Warning

6:04 a.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Barre Paxton Road,
Transported to Hospital

7:28 a.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Fishermans Road, No
Transport Required

8:10 a.m. Fire — Smoke
Investigation, Kenwood Court,
Investigated

8:44 a.m. Motor Vehicle —
Disabled, East County Road,
Officer Spoke to Party

8:50 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Sick/Unknown, Lantern
Lane, Transported to Hospital

1:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Pommogussett Road, Written
Warning

1:58 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Watson Lane, Citation Issued

2:04 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Main Street, Criminal Complaint

Summons Nguyen, Jonathon
Jimmy, 33, Worcester

Charges License Suspended,
Operating Motor Vehicle With

3:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Maple Avenue, Vehicle Towed

Summons Garefalakis,
Shannon Lynn, 48, Worcester

Charges Uninsured Motor
Vehicle, Unregistered Motor
Vehicle

4:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Main Street, Citation Issued

4:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Barre Paxton Road, Criminal
Complaint

Summons Warsaw, Daniel
Edward, 36, Ware

Charges Uninsured Motor
Vehicle, Number Plate Violation
to Conceal ID, Unregistered
Motor Vehicle

4:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Barre Paxton Road, Written
Warning

4:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Barre Paxton Road, Written
Warning

4:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Main Street, Written Warning

5:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Barre Paxton Road, Written
Warning

7:39 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Wachusett Street,
Services Rendered

Tuesday, Dec. 23
1:47 a.m. Motor Vehicle —
Disabled, Barre Paxton Road,
Officer Spoke to Party
1:57 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
East County Road, Citation

Issued

7 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Falls, Orchard Hill
Drive, Ambulance Signed Refusal

7:12 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Stroke (CVA), Bernard
Road, Transported to Hospital

9:57 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Richards Avenue, Arrest(s) Made

Arrest Asquith, Tayla Leigh,
28, Millbury

Charges Unlicensed
Operation of Motor Vehicle,
Number Plate Violation, tire Tread
Dept Violation, Stop for Police,
Fail, Negligent Operation of Motor
Vehicle, Drug, Possess Class B,
Drug Possess Class E

Arrest Mahoney, Patricia J.,
64, Millbury

Charges Uninsured Motor
Vehicle, Registration Suspended,
Operating Motor Vehicle With,
Inspection/Sticker, No

11:01 a.m. Animal — ACO
Call, Bushy Lane, Officer/Chief
Advised

12:06 p.m. Escort/Transport,
East Brookfield District Court,
Removed from Scene

Arrest Asquith, Tayla Leigh,
28, Millbury

Charges Unlicensed
Operation of Motor Vehicle,
Number Plate Violation, tire Tread
Dept Violation, Stop for Police,
Fail, Negligent Operation of Motor
Vehicle, Drug, Possess Class B,
Drug Possess Class E

12:57 p.m. Juvenile Runaway,
Main Street, Area Search
Negative

1:44 p.m. Missing Person,
Main Street, Report Filed

2:31 p.m. Juvenile Runaway,
Main Street, Officer Spoke to
Party

4:21 p.m. Juvenile Runaway,
Pommogussett Road, Area
Search Negative

5:44 p.m. Fire — Lost
Person/Search and Rescue,

Pommogussett Road, No
Transport Required
7:25 p.m. Follow-Up

Investigation, Unknown Location,
Officer Spoke to Party

8:29 p.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, East County Road,
Vehicle Towed

11:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle —
Disabled, Pleasantdale Road,
Officer Spoke to Party

11:38 p.m. Fire — Motor
Vehicle Collision, East County
Road, Ambulance Signed Refusal

Wednesday, Dec. 24

7:41 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Barre Paxton Road, Written
Warning

7:52 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Barre Paxton Road, Written
Warning

8:52 a.m. Motor Vehicle —
Disabled, Pleasantdale Road,
Vehicle Towed

9:04 a.m. Emergency
Medical Service — Bleeding
(Non-Traumatic) Prescott Street,
Transported to Hospital

9:51 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Disabled — Pleasantdale Road,
Officer Spoke to Party

1:44 p.m. Animal — Wildlife,
East County Road, Officer/Chief
Advised

2:06 p.m. Erratic Operator,
Main Street, Verbal Warning

4:28 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Collision Hit and Run, Glenwood
Road, Negative Contact

5:17 p.m. Emergency Medical

Service — Seizures, Kenwood
Drive, Transported to Hospital
9:06 p.m. Emergency
Medical Service — Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Sedona Circle,
Ambulance Signed Refusal

Thursday, Dec. 25

8:59 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Breathing Difficulty,
Grizzly Drive, Transported to
Hospital

12:54 p.m. Emergency
Medical Service — Falls, Main
Street, Transported to Hospital

4:06 p.m. Fire — Power Line/
Wires, Maple Avenue, No Action
Required

5:45 p.m. Animal — ACO Call,
Pleasantdale Road, Information
Taken

6:37 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Chest Pain/Heart
Problem, Wachusett Street,
Transported to Hospital

11:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

Friday, Dec. 26

10:42 a.m. Emergency
Medical Service — Breathing
Difficulty, Pleasantdale Road,
Transported to Hospital

1:33 p.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Falls, Soucy Drive, No
Transport Required

2:10 p.m. Suspicious Person/
Vehicle Activity, Village Way,
Officer Spoke to Party

3:45 p.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Cedar Avenue, Report
Filed

3:50 p.m. Fire — Motor Vehicle
Collision, Glenwood Road,
Report Filed

5:33 p.m. Animal — ACO Call,
Pommogussett Road, Removed
From Scene

5:40 p.m. Animal — Wildlife,
Pommogussett Road, Removed
From Scene

5:43 p.m. Erratic Operator,
Prescott Street, Area Search
Negative

7:13 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Pommogussett Road, Written
Warning

7:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Main Street, Citation Issued

7:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Pommogussett Road, Written
Warning

7:48 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Main Street, Written Warning

7:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Main Street, Written Warning

8:13 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Main Street, Written Warning

8:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Main Street, Written Warning

8:41 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Main Street, Written Warning

8:50 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Main Street, Written Warning

9:44 p.m. Road Condition
Notification, Whole Town,
Referred to Other Agency

Saturday, Dec. 27
5:26 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Maple Avenue, Written Warning
6:48 a.m. Erratic Operator,
Main Street, Unfounded
11:22 a.m. Animal — ACO Call,
Fairview Avenue, Referred to

Other Agency
11:48 a.m. Emergency
Medical Service - Falls,

Pommogussett Road,
Transported to Hospital
4:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,

Main Street, Written Warning

Oakham Police Log

Sunday, Dec. 21
10:10 Emergency Medical
Service — Chest Pain/Heart
Problem, East Hill Road,
Transported to Hospital

Monday, Dec. 22

8:17 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
South Road, Written Warning

8:30 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
South Road, Written Warning

10:13 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, North Brookfield Road,
Written Warning

10:27 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, North Brookfield Road,
Written Warning

10:41 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, North Brookfield Road,
Written Warning

3:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
South Road, Written Warning

3:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
South Road, Written Warning

Tuesday, Dec. 23
4:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Hunt Road, Citation Issued
8:32 p.m. Emergency Medical

Service — Abdominal/Back
Pain, Edson Road, Mutual Aid
Transported

10:03 p.m. Complaint, North
Brookfield Road, Negative
Contact

Wednesday, Dec. 24
10:583 a.m. Suspicious
Person/Vehicle Activity,
Parmenter Road, Negative

Contact

Thursday, Dec. 25
9:47 a.m. Emergency Medical
Service — Welfare Check, Peach
Street, Transported to Hospital

Friday, Dec. 26
10:44 a.m. Notification, North
Brookfield Road, Referred to
Other Agency
2:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Old Turnpike Road, Written
Warning

Saturday, Dec. 27
12:45 a.m. Fire — Alarm
Activation, North Brookfield Road,
Mutual Aid Assist

New Braintree Police Log

During the week of Jan. 5-12,
the Hardwick/New Braintree
Police Department responded to
15 building/property checks, 26
directed/area patrols, nine radar
assignments, two traffic controls,
two emergency 911 calls, two
citizen assists, one assist other
agency, three safety hazards, two
motor vehicle investigations, one
investigation, two trespasses, one
threat, one complaint, one fire/
other and two motor vehicle stops
in the town of New Braintree.

Monday, Jan. 5

11:30 a.m. Assist Citizen,
Memorial Drive, Officer Handled

12:10 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Memorial Drive, Officer
Handled

12:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Hardwick Road, Citation
Issued

1:06 p.m. Safety Hazard,
Hardwick Road, Referred to
Other Agency

6:12 p.m. Investigation, Utley
Road, Services Rendered

Tuesday, Jan. 6
8:47 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Investigation, Hardwick Road,

Spoken To

12:14 p.m. Trespass,
Memorial Drive, Spoken To

1:26 p.m. Trespass,

Gilbertville Road, Services
Rendered

Wednesday, Jan. 7
12:55 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Town Wide, Dispatch Handled

Thursday, Jan. 8
7:29 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Gilbertville Road, Officer Handled
8:20 p.m. 911 Welfare Check,

Dennis Whitney Road, Officer
Handled

Friday, Jan. 9
10:27 a.m. Threat, North
Brookfield Road, No Action
Required

Saturday, Jan. 10
7:07 a.m. 911 Safety Hazard,
Barre Road, Referred to Other
Agency
3:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Investigation, Memorial Drive,
Officer Handled

Sunday, Jan. 11
11:09 p.m. Fire/Other, Barre
Road, Services Rendered

Monday, Jan. 12
6:32 a.m. Complaint, Pierce
Road, Officer Handled
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Calendar of Events

THURSDAY, JAN. 15

35TH ANNIVERSARY ART SHOW spon-
sored by the Princeton Arts Society at the
Gallery at Briarwood, 65 Briarwood Circle,
Worcester. Art work will be on display now
through March 5. Gallery hours are 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. daily. The show is open to all Princeton
Arts members. Artist can become a member
anytime by visiting www.princetonarts.org.
For detailed information about the show, peo-
ple may visit www.princetonarts.org.

BARRE FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION
is today from 5:30-7 p.m. The Barre Food
Pantry volunteers strive to continue to fulfill
their mission to get food to hungry and food
insecure clients. The pantry must also con-
tinue to protect clients, volunteers and the
larger community from the renewed spread
of COVID-19 and other viruses. Many cli-
ents and volunteers are classified as high-
risk due to their age and/or underlying health
conditions. The Barre Food Pantry Board
of Directors considered changing how the
pantry currently operates, but with the con-
tinued prevalence of ultra-contagious vari-
ants of the virus the Board decided that the
most responsible path forward is to continue
to operate as we have since March of 2020.
In order to maintain safe physical distanc-
es between volunteers and between volun-
teers and clients Jan. 15 will again be “drive-
through” style distributions. Clients will line
up in their vehicles on Park Street and proceed
into the right hand (east) entrance driveway of
the Barre Congregational Church. They will
remain in their cars. They’ll drive up and be
checked in by a volunteer, then continue up to
the church building where their groceries will
be put into the trunk or wayback of their vehi-
cle by volunteers at multiple stations.

FRIDAY, JAN. 16

SIMPLE SUPPER sponsored by Cradle
Rock Chapter Order of Eastern Star will be
held today with serving from 5-7:30 p.m. at
the Masonic Lodge, 71 Pleasant St., Barre.
Cost is $9 per person. The menu includes three
different soups, salad bar, bread, rolls and
homemade pie. All are welcome.

SATURDAY, JAN.17

PETERSHAM HISTORY FORUM will
take place today at 4 p.m. at the Petersham
Country Store, Main Street, Route 32,
Petersham. In an effort to collect stories of
people, who lived the history of the Hilltop
Village, local historian and environmentalist,
Larry Buell is inviting residents of Petersham
and beyond to come to the Petersham Country
Store. This information is for volume II of the
Petersham History, the last 100 years. The
stories will focus on events like the Petersham
Agricultural Fair, Band Concerts and natural

Where is this?

Turley Publications photo by Ellenor Downer

This week’s mystery photo is from Hubbardston If any readers know
where this photo was taken, they may email edowner@turley.com or
call the Barre Gazette at 413-967-3505, extension 100 with their answer
by noon on Monday, Jan. 19. Bill Bowles, James Laramee and Phil
Warbasse correctly identified the photo. The photo last week was the
Paige Memorial Library, Petersham Road, in the center of Hardwick.

disasters. The program is free and open to all.
For information, people may call Larry Buell
at 978- 724-0412 or email LarryBuell2143@
gmail.com.

BIRD BANDING WITH CHRISTIAN
FEZATTE will take place today at 10:30 a.m.
at the Rutland Public Library, 280 Main St.,
Rutland. Fezatte will provide an informative
presentation on bird banding, which consists
of capturing, measuring and marking wild
birds. He will cover the history of bird band-
ing and the data it provides. He has experience
as a wildlife education steward for the state
of New Hampshire and has volunteered as an
assistant on bird banding projects.

BRAISED BEEF DINNER TO GO will
take place at the Orthodox Congregational
Church of Petersham, 21 North Main St. (Rte.
32), Petersham with pick up starting at 5:30
p-m. Menu includes braised beef, potatoes,
mashed potatoes, green beans, Cole slaw
and pineapple upside-down cake for des-
sert. Cost is $15 per meal. Proceeds will help
with weather-related repairs to the church.
Reservations are required by calling 978-724-
3362.

SUNDAY, JAN. 18

MEAT RAFFLE sponsored by Barre Post

2, American Legion, 405 South Barre Road,
Barre will be take place today at 2 p.m. There
will be six tables. This is a chance to “bring
home the bacon.” There also will be a 50/50
raffle.

MONDAY, JAN. 19

FREE SKATING DAY at the 12,000 sq. ft.
Oval Ice Skating Rink, downtown Worcester
is sponsored by Blue Cross. Free ice skat-
ing will take place today from 1-6 p.m.;
Friday, Jan. 23 from 5-9 p.m.; Saturday, Jan.
24 from 1-6 p.m. and Sunday, Jan. 25, 1-6
p-m. Children aged 12 and under can also
enjoy complimentary skate rentals, making
these events accessible for families across
the region.

CONSERVATION AREA HIKE with
reflection on Martin Luther King Jr. and
John Muir will take place today at 1:30 p.m.
at the Malone Road Conservation Area in
Hubbardston. Participants will enjoy the
one milk walk for a view of Mt. Wachusett
while discussing a link between Martin
Luther King Jr. and John Muir. Depending
on conditions, there will be a possible one-
mile bushwhack to what is below Dottie
Rock. Participants should meet at parking
area at end of Malone Road. The leader is

Tim Hawley of the Hubbardston Open Space
Committee. They will hike in any weather
except if driving is impaired due to snow or
ice on roads.

TUESDAY, JAN. 20

KEEP US ON TRACK sponsored by the
East Quabbin Land Trust will take place today
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Participants will meet at
East Quabbin Land Trust, 120 Ridge Road,
Hardwick and shuttle to and from Deer Park
Preserve. They will identify wildlife tracks
and other signs with help from an experienced
wildlife tracker. People must RSVP to mbelle-
fleur @eqlt.org. People should bring a lunch;
snacks and hot cocoa are provided.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 21

COFFEE HOUR FOR VETERANS OF
ALL AGES sponsored by the American
Legion Auxiliarywill be held with the seniors
at the Barre/ Hardwick Senior Center, 557
South Barre Road, on Wednesday, Jan.21 from
10:30-11:30 a.m. Something yummy for cof-
fee hour would be appreciated.

THURSDAY, JAN. 22

CIRCLE OF SONG REHEARSALS starts
their winter-spring session today from 7-8:30
p.m. at Barre Town Hall, 2 Exchange St.
Rehearsal will be every Thursday between
now and Thursday, May 14 with the concert
on Saturday, May 16 at 7 p.m at the Barre
Town Hall. Circle of song is particularly in
need of altos this session. Singers of all ages
and experience are welcome. The chorus sings
in four-part harmony and there is a modest
sliding scale membership fee with deep dis-
counts for students. People may email director
Julie Rawson at julie@mhof.net or call 978-
257-1192.

Calendar Policy

POLICY: Our calendar section is
intended to promote “free” events or
ones hat directly affect a volunteer-driv-
en organization that benefits the com-
munity. Paid events that are not deemed
fund-raisers or benefits do not qualify.
Non-charitable events that charge the
public to enter are not allowed as we
consider that paid advertising. The dead-
line to submit calendar items in the mail,
by fax, or emailed in Word document
format is Monday at noon or sooner.
We usually print one week in advance
of an event, and the listings should be
brief, with only time, date, location, brief
activity explanation and contact informa-
tion.

CLUES ACROSS Beach
1. Mechanical lever 37. Abba __, Israeli
7. Rocky peak politician
10. Leave a country 38. Self-immolation by
12. Discount fire ritual
13. D.C. hallplayer 39. A way to save money
14. Partner to “oohed”  40. Pulpit
15. Engine sound 41, Make ecstatically
16. Japanese happy
ornamental hox 44, Once more
17. Fido is one 45. Works on

48. Nocturnal S.
American rodent

18. Amounts of time
19. DiFranco and Phyo

are two 49. State again
21. Yearly tonnage 50. Expression of
(abbr.) disappointment

22. Make secret plans  51. Type of door

27. “Tiny Bubbles”

singer CLUES DOWN
28. “His Airness” 1. Yugoslavian communist
33. Morning leader

34. Perfected
36. Winger guitarist

2. Exchange rate
3. High school dance

26. A street with lots of
nightmares

29. Rapper Rule

30. River in Scotland

31. One who settles a

4, Peter’s last name

5. When you anticipate
arriving

6. Israeli city __ Aviv

7. Goat-like mammals

8. Margarine dispute
9. End-of-the-spectrum 32 Most chummy
color 35. We all have our own
10. Make poisonous 36. Arab tribe
11. Popular beverage 38. Slap
12. Actress Lathan 40. Ottoman military
14, Where planes land and ~ commanders
depart 41, Scottish or Irish Gaelic
17. Political fundraising language
entity 42. Emit coherent
18. The distinctive spirit of radiation
a people or an era 43. Sun or solar disk
20. Buffer used in (Egyptian mythology)
microbiology 44, Inclined to
23. Light, open carriage ~ 45. Olfactory reference
24, Metrical feet syndrome
25. Email subject line 46. Chest muscle (slang)
feature 47. Body part

Children’s ‘
table returrlled
to Little Park

NORTH BROOKFIELD
— A group of volunteers
met at Little Park this past
Saturday, to permanently
install the children’s picnic
table and returning it to the
spot where it has been since
2019.

The table was removed
recently over concerns
about a chain connecting it
to the adjacent table posing
a tripping hazard.

The table has now been

permanently secured to the
pavers, and will continue to
provide a place to sit for the
town’s youngest residents.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette

John Tripp is shown sitting on the children’s picnic
table at Little Park recently, after the table was per-
manently installed.

Local agencies responded to
swatting incident in Hardwick

HARDWICK - On
Jan. 9 around 11:13
a.m., Petersham Police
Department received a call
into their station’s business
phone line for a male sub-
ject reporting that he had a
bomb and was in the cafe-
teria at Eagle Hill School in
Hardwick.

The party provided more
information matching the
Hardwick area.

Petersham Police
notified the Hardwick-
New Braintree Police
Department immediately.
Hardwick-New Braintree
Police were dispatched
along with Hardwick
and New Braintree Fire
Departments, Barre Fire/
EMS, Barre Police, West
Brookfield Police, MA

ANSWERS ON PAGE 10 State Police - Belchertown,

MA State Police - EOD,
MA Environmental Police
K-9, Worcester Police K-9,
UMass-Amherst K-9 and
MA State Police - EOD K-9.

The Hardwick-New
Braintree Police called Eagle
Hill School and notified
them about the threat. They
placed the school into a shel-
ter in place and evacuated
the area mentioned.

No threat was made to
other schools in town, but
following the school safety
protocols a shelter in place
was issued for Hardwick
Elementary School and St.
Aloysius Catholic School
with police resources
responding to them also.

Eagle Hill School staff
and responding agencies
checked the entire campus
including the use of K-9

teams with no findings.
During this time all students
in all Hardwick schools list-
ed were safe.

This incident was deemed
to be a swatting call (fake
call called in to receive a
police response).

This incident is current-
ly under investigation by the
Hardwick-New Braintree
Police Department along
with the State Police and the
FBI. Anyone with informa-
tion should contact Detective
Almstrom at the Hardwick-
New Braintree Police
Department.

“We thank our mutu-
al aid partners for their
response today, along with
the students and staff at all
the schools,” Chief Kevin
Landine said in a press
release.
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Panthers suffer loss on the road at Clinton

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

CLINTON—Despite
entering this week’s action
with a 2-7 overall record, it
has been an enjoyable sea-
son for the Quabbin Regional
girls’ varsity basketball team.

In their first meeting of
the regular season with Mid-
Wach C. rival Clinton, the
Lady Panthers were trailing

by only one point at the end
of the first quarter. The Lady
Gaels managed to take con-
trol of the contest after that
and celebrated a 58-31 home
victory, last Friday night.

“A lot of people have
asked me recently if it has
been hard coaching this year’s
team. I always tell them that
it has been awesome and
I’m having a lot of fun,”
said Quabbin head coach

Evan Barringer. “I just love
coaching this group of play-
ers because they always want
to get better. These kids are
working very hard every day,
and I can’t ask for anything
more from them. It has been
a positive experience, and the
players get along with each
other very well.”

Quabbin’s two victo-
ries this season were against
South Lancaster (40-13)

in the opening round of the
Gardner Holiday Tournament,
and at Oxford High School
(41-26).

While the Lady Panthers
will probably not qualify for
the Division 3 state tourna-
ment, the players and coach-
ing staff are hoping to achieve
some other goals.

“When I began my coach-
ing career, I thought it was
only about wins and losses,”

Barringer added. “You’re
always trying to qualify for
the postseason tournament
every year, but that’s not
going to happen this year.
We might learn more along
the way than the team that
does win the Division 3 state
championship. Our goal is to
get better every day. I really
think that we’re going to beat
a team in our league the sec-
ond time that we play them.

This loss will help us get bet-
ter in the future.”

The only senior listed on
the Lady Panthers varsity
roster is Mia Ducos, who’s a
point guard.

She scored eight of her
team-leading 14 points
against Clinton during the
second half.

See QUABBIN GIRLS,
page 12

Middle
school boys
basketball

BARRE - Last Tuesday
afternoon, Quabbin Regional
Middle School boys basket-
ball was in action to start the
new year. The Panthers host-
ed Tahanto to get the second
part of their schedule under-
way.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Bryce Pariseau tries to
defend the ball as he
enters the arc.

Liam Shaw heads for the layup attempt.

Cameron Charpentier gets

the easy layup

the arc.

Jaide Stillman starts a play near the top of

Girls basketball action

BARRE - Last Tuesday afternoon,
Quabbin Regional Middle School girls bas-
ketball was in action to start the new year.
The Panthers hosted Tahanto to get the sec-
ond part of their schedule underway.

Juliana Nickson is pressured near the

hoop.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Waverly Rivard tries to overcome the

full court press with a pass.

Anabelle Ickler tries to
pass out of the corner.

Addy Barringer hustles up the court.

Indians fall at home to Monson

Quinn Reilly gets ready to shoot.

NORTH BROOKFIELD -
In a matchup between inde-
pendent opponents, Monson
High School boys basketball
defeated North Brookfield
72-50. Monson led through-
out the matchup, taking

advantage of good ball move-
ment and some good shoot-
ing early. The Mustangs
were led by Austin Meacham
with 33 points, while Jake
Beaupre had 17 points. Brady
Ronaldson added 10 pionts.

Kris Ortiz works around a pair of Monson guards.

Brody Traska inbounds
a pass.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Ryan Roy looks to pass out of
trouble.
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Sports

T-Birds stunned by Phantoms

SPRINGFIELD - The
Springfield Thunderbirds
(13-15-4-2) were snake-
bitten by a three-goal third
period rally as the Lehigh
Valley Phantoms (19-11-2-2)
came away with a 3-2 win
on Saturday night before a
sellout crowd of 6,793 inside
the MassMutual Center on
Indians Throwback Night.

Entering the game having
allowed only two total
goals in their prior
three victories, the
Phantoms and their net-
minder, Carson Bjarnason,
made it clear goals would
not come easily for the
T-Birds, as the rookie back-
stop turned away all 10 first
period attempts from the
home side.

At the other end of the
rink, Georgi Romanov had a
relatively quiet first period,
making all seven saves asked
of him in the Springfield
crease. Neither team could
connect on a power play
chance, and each goalie
came up with a timely save
off an odd-man attack, with

Romanov stoning a Phil
Tomasino 2-on-1 bid and
Bjarnason rejecting a Juraj
Pekarcik breakaway.

The T-Birds’ power play
wasted little time getting to
the lead in the opening min-
ute of the second, as Calle
Rosen
gath-

ered apass f r o m
Matthew Peca at the top of
the left circle and picked the
top corner over Bjarnason’s
glove to make it a 1-0
Springfield lead just 52 sec-
onds into the frame.

That same man-up
unit added to their tally at
16:53 on a gorgeous three-
man passing play, as Alek
Kaskimaki slid a pass to

Chris Wagner at the left
post. From there, Wagner
stuffed a perfect between-
the-leg pass over to Matt
Luff, who fired home his
team-leading 12th goal to
make it a 2-0 game into the
intermission.

The third period began
at 4-on-4, and the Phantoms
finally got on the board as
Lane Pederson curled to

the middle of the ice
before snapping a
perfect shot upstairs
over Romanov at the
27-second mark, cutting
the Springfield lead to 2-1.
On a power play just 2:40
later, Christian Kyrou dis-
sected the T-Birds’ defense
and chipped a forehand over
Romanov’s glove, bringing
Lehigh to a rapid tie, 2-2.

The 2-2 tie made it all
the way to the game’s final
seconds, but a bad-angle
shot from Anthony Richard
at the bottom of the left cir-
cle somehow found its way
home with 11.9 remaining,
and Lehigh Valley escaped
with the victory.

Registration set to open Feb. 1 for Quabbin Valley

SOUTH HADLEY -
On Sunday, Jan. 11, the
Quabbin Valley Baseball
League, an over-28 recre-
ational league, held its first
meeting of 2026 to prepare
for the upcoming season.

At the meeting it was
determined registration for
players will open up on
Sunday, Feb. 1.

For the 2026 season, the
cost will be $215 and will
include a 16"™ game added
to the regular season sched-
ule.

During the 2025 season,
the league experimented
with playing on Mother’s
Day Saturday as well as a
weeknight game to allow
players an opportunity to
play under the lights. While
the night games were very
successful, the Mother’s
Day Saturday games were
rained out.

Those elements will
return along with a 16"
game with an opponent
to be determine as the
league’s board explores
possibilities for interleague
matchups with another
league in the region.

For returning players to
the league, the deadline is
Mar. 22 at 12 noon to be
registered for the 2026 sea-
son in order to be guaran-
teed a roster spot. There
will be open practices for
all players but specifical-
ly targeted at new players
scheduled for March 29 and
April 4 at times and loca-
tions to be announced. The
draft is currently scheduled
to take place on April 4 fol-
lowing that practice.

The season is currently
slated to start on Sunday,
April 19 and following the
success of the six-team fall

league last year, the league
will also have a fall league
in September and October
this season.

The registration link will
be live on Feb. 1 at www.
quabbinvalleybaseball.org.
Players must register and
then pay the league dues
via Venmo or contact the
league leadership if an
alternate form of payment
is needed.

Aside from the week-
night and Mother’s Day
games, other games take
place Sundays at 10 a.m.
outside of Mother’s Day,
Memorial Day and July 4
weekends. Playoffs will be
in August.

This is the 30" season
for the league and league
officials are looking to cele-
brate the anniversary with a
couple of events.

REMEMBER TO SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SPORTS TEAMS

In the Classroom

Shown is the MWCC practical nursing Class of 2025.

MWCC held Traditional Pinning Ceremony
for Class of 2025 Practical Nursing Graduates

GARDNER - Mount
Wachusett Community
College held the pinning cer-
emony for the Class of 2025
Practical Nursing Graduates
on Friday, Dec. 12.

MWCC President James
Vander Hooven welcomed
students, “You have worked
incredibly hard to be here
this afternoon to celebrate
with your classmates, fami-
ly, friends, and faculty. It has
been a difficult program —
you have overcome obstacles
and challenges, and yet you
persevered and persisted, and
here you are today.”

“You stand here as a
testament to determina-
tion, resilience, and the
power of dreams realized,”
said Kimberly Shea, DNP,
RN, Dean of Nursing and
Health Sciences. “Over the
past ten months you have
embarked on a journey that
was anything but easy. You
balanced demanding course-
work, clinical rotations, and
countless sleepless nights.
You’ve shared wonderful and
challenging times together.

Today you are not just grad-
uates, you are leaders in
compassionate care and the
newest ambassadors to the
nursing profession.”

Joining Dean Shea were
nursing faculty members
Collene Thaxton, MSN, RN,
Emily Turner, MSN, RN,
and Albert Rolon, MSN, RN.

MWCC’s Practical
Nursing Certificate pro-
gram prepares students to
sit for the National Council
Licensure Examination —
Practical Nursing (NCLEX-
PN) to earn their license to
practice as an LPN. Credits
earned in the Practical
Nursing program can be
applied to the Associate
Degree in Nursing.

The practical nurs-
ing graduates are: Linda
Change of Athol; Aida Soto
of Athol; Rachel Zubair of
Athol,;Nicholas Murphy
of Baldwinville; Rosimar
Marcial-Rodriguez of
Fitchburg; Hazel Moua of
Fitchburg; Shakira Roman of
Fitchburg; Samantha Rivard
of Gardner; Ryan Siponmaa

Submitted photo

of Gardner;

Shantee St. Peter of
Gardner; Grace Stackpole,
of Gardner; Rachel Lucia of
Gilbertville (class represen-
tative); Nelida Feliciano of
Leominster; Jenny Gonzalez,
of Leominster; Marina
Kamayou of Leominster;
Jivichcar Nerrette of
Leominster; Stephanie
Nikander of Leominster;
Lizette Noudaranouvong of
Leominster; Jessica Plumb
of Leominster; Terence
Nkeng of Malden; Susan
Huynh of Millbury; Arman
Atoofi of Paxton; Whittany
Degnan of Phillipston;
Lainey Holombo of Rindge,
New Hampshire; Brianna
Dos Santos of Salem, New
Hampshire; Alicia Novia of
Spencer;

Kate Albertelli of
Templeton (class represen-
tative); Francis Atugonza
of Waltham; Jared Nelson
of Winchendon; Cali
Hetherman of Worcester;
Kayla Kagwe of Worcester
and Ana Paula Pace of
Worcester.

QUABBIN GIRLS,
from page 11

Ducos, who made five
field goals and four free
throws in the road game,
would like to continue play-
ing basketball at the collegiate
level next year. She hasn’t
made her college decision yet.

“Mia is like a member of
my own family. It’s going to
be very hard seeing her leave
after this season,” Barringer
said. “I can’t wait to go watch
her play college basketball

We’re promoting the history of
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all BARRE
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Sitablished

businesses! ED]IT]I@N
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next year.”

Junior Abby Rogowski,
who’s an outstanding three-
sport athlete, is a starting for-
ward for the Lady Panthers.
She also reached double
digits against Clinton with
11 points despite getting
into first half foul trouble.
Rogowski picked up her third
personal foul late in the open-
ing quarter and she sat on the
bench for almost the entire
second quarter.

Rounding out the scoring
column for Quabbin were
junior Makenzie Casey (3
points), eighth grader Reagyn
Wnek (2 points), and junior
Izzy Doty (1 point)

The Lady Panthers, who
were ranked 55th in the initial
Division 3 power rankings,
lost both games against the
Lady Gaels (5-3) a year ago
by three points.

“Coach Barringer is a very
good basketball coach and
I’'m always expecting it to
be a very close game when-
ever we play Quabbin,” said
Clinton head coach Marissa
Garrity. “We played very well
defensively in tonight’s game
which helped us score some
points.”

Garrity, who graduated
from Clinton High School,
scored more than 1,000 points
during her varsity basket-
ball career before becoming
an All-American at Clark
University.

Barringer thinks Clinton
has a chance to contend for
the league title this season.

“I think Clinton is one of
the best teams in our league,”
he said. “They have four or

five players who can score
and they’re very hard to guard
against. I thought we played
well in the first quarter, but
we needed to play a perfect
game to beat them.”

Clinton, who snapped a
two-game losing streak, was
ranked 22nd in the Division
4 power rankings. The top 32
teams in each Division auto-
matically qualify for the state
tournament.

The Gaels’ leading scorer
was senior Lauren Lemanski
with 20 points. Seven other
players scored at least two
points for the home team.

The Lady Panthers took a
7-4 lead in the middle of the
opening quarter following a
Casey made foul shot and a
Rogowski put-back hoop.

Clinton, who ended the
first quarter with a 6-0 run,
held a 10-7 advantage enter-
ing the second quarter.

With Rogowski sitting on
the bench, Ducos, who has
scored more than 100 points
this season, made a pair of
lay-ups and hit a foul-line
jumper, which kept her team
within striking distance.

When Rogowski reentered
the game in the final minute
of the second quarter, she
made two inside hoops, which
sliced the Lady Panthers defi-
cit to 28-17 at halftime.

Quabbin couldn’t make
a second half comeback, as
they were outscored, 30-14,
after halftime.

The Lady Panthers will
be looking to split the sea-
son series when they host the
Lady Gaels on Feb. 3 at 6
p.m.
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HCSS: Empowering students for a brighter future

Are you searching for
a school where academic
excellence meets a support-
ive community? Hampden
Charter School of Science
(HCSS) is a top-ranked,
tuition-free public charter
school serving grades 6-12
in Western Massachusetts.
Since its founding in 2009,
HCSS has been dedicated to
preparing students for col-
lege, careers, and a lifetime
of success.

Why Choose HCSS?

HCSS stands out as a
premier choice for families
because of its unique com-
bination of academic rig-
or, personalized attention,
and community spirit. Our
two campuses—the Mid-
dle School in West Spring-
field (Grades 6-8) and the
High School in Chicopee
(Grades 9-12)—offer stu-
dents a seamless transition
from middle school to high
school and beyond. Here’s
what makes HCSS truly ex-

ceptional:
Academic  Excellence:
Our rigorous curriculum

is guided by the College
Board’s AP standards and
the Common Core. With
honors courses beginning in
7th grade, 15 AP offerings in
high school, and innovative
programs like Project Lead
The Way (PLTW), students
are challenged to reach their
full potential.
Comprehensive Col-
lege and Career Preparation:

HCSS begins college and ca-
reer readiness as early as 6th
grade, including SAT/PSAT
prep, dual enrollment op-
portunities, and experiential
college campus visits. With
a 100% college acceptance
rate and over $49M in schol-
arships awarded in 2025, our
graduates are set for success.

State-of-the-Art  Tech-
nology: Students benefit
from one-to-one Chrome-
book access, SMART Inter-

active Displays, and hands-
on science labs, preparing
them for a tech-driven world.
Award-Winning Extra-
curriculars: From robotics,
drone, and science olympiad
clubs to competitive athletics
and social activities, students
thrive outside the classroom
as well.
Join Us for an Open House
Explore what HCSS has
to offer during our upcom-
ing Welcome Saturday Open

House events. Meet our ded-
icated staff, tour our campus-
es, and learn how HCSS can
help your child achieve their
dreams. Interested families
can also join a Virtual In-
formation Session for an in-
depth look at our programs
from the comfort of home.
What Parents
and Students
Love About HCSS
Parents and students
consistently praise HCSS for

its nurturing environment,
where every student feels
valued and supported. The
school’s commitment to di-
versity and inclusion fosters
a vibrant community that
celebrates different perspec-
tives and cultures. Families
also appreciate the conve-
nience of free transportation
and extensive tutoring ser-
vices, ensuring all students
have the tools they need to
succeed.

Student Success Stories

HCSS  alumni have
gone on to attend presti-
gious universities, includ-
ing Ivy League institutions
like Harvard, Columbia, and
Dartmouth. Our students’
achievements are a testament
to the school’s dedication
to academic and personal
growth. With a consistent
college matriculation rate of
over 95%, HCSS prepares
students not just to attend
college but to excel once they
get there.

How to Apply

Applications  for the
2026-2027 school year are
now open. Rising 6th-10th
graders should apply no later
than March 1, 2026, to se-
cure a spot in our admission
lottery. Visit www.hampden-
charter.org to apply and take
the first step toward a bright-
er future.

At Hampden Charter
School of Science, we be-
lieve every student deserves
a world-class education. Join
our community of learners,
achievers, and leaders to-
day—because your child’s
future begins here.

HCSS High School

20 Johnson Rd.
Chicopee, MA 01022
Tel. 413-593-9090
HCSS Middle School
511 Main Street
West Springfield, MA
01089

Tel. 413-278-5450

hampdencharter.org
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St. Joan of Arc School offers comprehensive education

Located in Chicopee,
MA, St. Joan of Arc (SJA)
School is a private Catholic in-
stitution serving students from
Pre-K through Grade 8.

St. Joan of Arc School
provides a comprehensive
educational environment fo-
cused on physical, intellectual,

and spiritual wellness.

In the fall the school com-
munity welcomed Mrs. Ashley
Mahan as the new principal. A
lifelong Chicopee resident and
former educator in the local
public school system, Mrs.
Mahan brings extensive expe-
rience and a personal connec-

tion to the community.

Students can engage in
several new and returning en-
richment opportunities this
year, including:

* Creative Arts: Liturgical
Dance Troupe and Choir.

* STEM & Literacy: Ro-
botics, 3D Printing, LEGO,

ST. JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL

Pre-K to Grade 8
587 Grattan Street, Chicopee ~ 533-1475

sjachicopee.org

Learning Rooted in Christian Values

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, January 31st, 9am-12 noon
No Appointment Needed
Tuesday, February 3rd & Thursday, Feb 5th, 3pm-7pm
By Appointment Only

Affordable Tuition & Extended Care ~ Free Breakfast & Lunch
Extracurricular Programs~ Technology ~ Physical Education
Music ~ Library ~ Duolingo
Welcoming, Safe & Secure School Community
Social, Physical, Spiritual & Intellectual Wellness Tuition Assistance
Easy Access to 1391 & 190

Book and Newspaper Clubs.

¢ Curriculum: Academic
programs are integrated with
technology, music, library, and
physical education.

* Student Services: The
school offers free breakfast
and lunch programs and has
hot meal options available for
students.

» Extended Care: Afford-
able extended care and extra-
curricular programs are avail-
able to support families.

e Language Learning:

Innovative offerings include
foreign language instruction
through tools like Duolingo.

* Our Preschool program
for ages 3 and 4 offers full
and part-time care, geared to-
ward preparing your child for
Kindergarten. Children learn
Kindergarten readiness and
pre-reading skills through a
developmentally appropriate
teacher-created curriculum de-
signed to hold your child’s in-
terest and spark their curiosity.

The school will be hold-

ing an Open House on Satur-
day, Jan. 31 from 9 a.m.to 12
p-m. (no appointment need-
ed). Appointment only tours
for families will be held on
Tuesday, Feb. 3 and Thursday,
Feb. 5 from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Please call Janine or Chris in
the Business Office at 413-
276-4608 for registration in-
formation, or to make an ap-
pointment. To learn more visit
www.sjachicopee.org.

We look forward to meet-
ing you.

St. Stanislaus School students
shine as servant leaders

St.  Stanislaus School
proudly announces the suc-
cess of its recent communi-
ty service initiatives, exem-
plifying its motto: “Servant
Leaders for Today and To-
morrow.”

In a spirited effort to
support those in need, Stu-
dent Council organized a
can drive that collected an
impressive 3,500 items, sur-
passing their original goal by
1,000 donations. The drive
demonstrated the school
community’s commitment to
service, teamwork, and mak-
ing a tangible difference in
the lives of local families.

Building on this momen-
tum, St. Stanislaus students
also gathered toiletries, dia-
pers, and other personal items
to fulfill the wish lists of The
Gray House and Christina’s
House in Springfield. These
organizations provide criti-
cal support and safe spaces
for individuals and families
facing challenging circum-
stances.

“This can drive is run
by our Student Council in
grades 4-8,” said Mrs. Kath-
erine Rorrio, Principal of
St. Stanislaus School. “This
drive aligns with the state-

ment that we believe our
students are servant leaders
for today and tomorrow. It
assists our school community
in understanding the global
community, where we are
all neighbors and members
of God’s family. Our school
theme this year is ‘Go Make
Disciples of All Nations.’
Our students are wonderful
examples of disciples going
out and making a difference
in the community. We are so
proud of all of our students
and families for being so
generous to those in need.”
St.  Stanislaus School
remains committed to foster-
ing a culture of compassion,
responsibility, and service,
preparing students not only
for academic success but also
for meaningful engagement
in their communities.
Founded over 125 years
ago, St. Stanislaus School
has a rich history of serving
families in Chicopee and sur-
rounding communities. Al-
though the original building
was lost to fire, the school
will celebrate the 50th anni-
versary of its current building
on Saturday, Jan, 31, begin-
ning with Mass at 4 p.m., fol-
lowed by an Open House and

Celebration. Families inter-
ested in scheduling a private
tour at another time may call
the school at (413) 592-5135.

St. Stanislaus School is
a Roman Catholic, Francis-
can, co-educational Pre-K
through 8th grade school.
Students are assisted in de-
veloping their potential spiri-
tually, physically, and social-
ly within a safe and diverse
community. A foundation of
academic excellence is creat-
ed to prepare students to be-
come contributing members
of a global society.

The school has a wel-
coming Franciscan environ-
ment, modern air-conditioned
facility, strong core curric-
ulum, enrichment classes,
certified faculty, full-day
preschool (PreK 3 & 4) and
Kindergarten, free breakfast
and hot lunch, before and af-
ter school program, and one-
to-one use and integration of
iPads and Chromebooks into
curriculum. Financial Aid is
available. Interested students
are invited to spend a day
with us. To learn more please
visit www.saintstansschool.
org.

We can’t wait to meet
you.
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HCC opens registration for Spring 2026 noncredit classes

Holyoke Community
College has opened registra-
tion for its Spring 2026 cat-
alog of noncredit personal
enrichment and professional
development classes.

The spring calendar be-
gins Jan. 12, with individual
classes running on different
schedules throughout the se-
mester.

New next semester is a
series of classes for seniors
focused on basic technology.
Each one-hour class is avail-
able for just $20 and cover
a wide range of subjects, in-
cluding Windows 11, Micro-
soft Word, Microsoft Excel,
Microsoft PowerPoint, Canva
(for graphic design), Artificial
Intelligence, Zoom, smart-
phone use (Android or iP-
hone), managing and editing
photos, document storage,
web browsers, and computer
scams.

Other classes for spring
include cooking (Caribbean,
charcuterie, Puerto Rican,
Southern), wine tasting (win-
ter reds, Tuscany, New Zea-
land, Rose, summer wines),
sewing (for beginners), sew-
ing (machine), watercolor
painting, acrylic painting,
drawing, piano, conversa-
tional French, conversational
Spanish, music technology,
voiceover coaching, financial
literacy, retirement planning,
K-12 education (profession-
al development), writing and
publishing (fiction, nonfic-

More classes will be
added as spring approaches.

The Commonwealth’s
oldest community college,
Holyoke Community Col-
lege opened its doors in
1946 as the first two-year
college in Massachusetts. In
the decades since, the col-
lege has paved the way for
generations of learners from
western Massachusetts and
beyond, a beacon of hope
and opportunity for people

seeking better lives. Please
visit us at hcc.edu.

HCC’s Kittredge Center
for Business and Workforce
Development is the Pioneer
Valley’s premiere resource
for workforce training, pro-
fessional development, and
personal growth. It provides
innovative and affordable
programming that helps
businesses, organizations,
and individuals achieve their
goals.

tion, screenwriting, short sto-
ries, query letters, mysteries,
travel, blogs), ChatGPT, how
to launch a pet-sitting and
dog-walking business, and
Quickbooks.

Most classes meet in the
Kittredge Center for Business
and Workforce Development
on the main HCC campus,
303 Homestead Ave. Cook-
ing and wine-tasting classes
meet at the HCC MGM Culi-
nary Arts Institute, 164 Race
St. Some classes meet over
Zoom.

To see complete spring
course listings and sched-
ules, or to register, please
visit hce.edu/bes.

HOLYOKE
COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

A premier healthcare
educator in our region.

+ Nursing

+ Radiologic Technology

+ Medical Assisting

+ Veterinary and Animal
Science

hcc.edu/healthcare
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Jump Start Preschool
invites families to learn,
play, and grow together

Two Locations in
Feeding Hills and
West Springfield

Jump Start Preschool is
proud to welcome families
to a nurturing, play-based
learning environment where
children are encouraged to
explore, grow, and develop
essential life skills. Serving
children ages 2.9 to 5 years
old, Jump Start Preschool
focuses on learning through
play while fostering indepen-
dence, creativity, and confi-
dence.

At Jump Start Preschool,
social-emotional  learning
and communication are key
components of each age
group’s curriculum. Children
learn how to problem-solve
with peers, practice self-reg-
ulation strategies, and build
the foundational skills that
help them succeed academ-
ically and socially. By sup-
porting emotional growth
alongside academics, Jump
Start helps children thrive
both in and out of the class-
room.

Family and community
partnerships are at the heart

of the Jump Start Preschool
mission. In support of this
commitment, Jump Start Pre-
school will host a 5K Run/
Walk on May 30, bringing
the community together to
raise funds for Autism Al-
lies and the children of Jump
Start Preschool. Sixty per-
cent of all donations will
benefit Autism Allies. The
event will feature live music,
local businesses, exercise,
and great company. Commu-
nity members are encouraged
to participate and support
children and families.

Event information and
registration: https://Milesof-
hopeforautism.eventbrite.
com

Jump Start Preschool
offers a wide range of perks
designed to support both
children and working fami-
lies, including:

* Open year-round

* Reasonable tuition

 Family-friendly hours

Feeding Hills:

7:00 a.m. — 5:30 p.m.
West Springfield:
7:30 a.m. — 5:30 p.m.

e Free healthy morning
and afternoon snacks

e Community and in-

house field trips

* Family engagement ac-
tivities throughout the year

e EEC-certified staff
trained in CPR, First Aid,
and medication administra-
tion

o State-of-the-art play-
ground

e Preschool graduation
with a professional photog-
rapher

e School photos twice
per year

* Free occupational ther-
apy and speech screenings
twice annually

“Timeless moments
come from learning through
movement, creativity, and
connection,” said Jump Start
Preschool. “We invite fam-
ilies to come dance with us
and experience the joy of
early learning.”

Families interested in
enrolling are encouraged
to visit www.jumpstartpre-
schoolma.com and complete
an interest form. Jump Start
Preschool is currently enroll-
ing preschoolers ages 2.9 to 5
at both the Feeding Hills and
West Springfield locations.

Watch out — learning is
happening.

Jump Start
Preschool

provides a safe,
loving, nurturing
and high-quality
childcare and
education
that promotes
and enhances
each child’s
development with
the assurance
of our parents’
peace of mind.

Full Day &
Half Day
Programs

Jump Start Preschool

Enrolling Now for the

2026-2027

School Year!

Preschool & Pre-Kindergarten

Research-based curriculum that builds
confidence & excitement about learning

e Social & Emotional Skills
¢ Language & Literacy Skills
¢ Cognitive Skills

¢ Physical Skills

Ages
29tos
years old

For more information, call or
visit our website:

www.JumpStartPreschoolMA.com

e Feeding Hills: 413.789.4987
* West Springfield: 413.301.5694

Interested in a Career with Jump Start Preschool?

Please Contact Us

Two Beautiful

Locations!
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Various ways newspapers are good for kids

Newspapers have long
been part of the fabric of the
communities they cover and
serve. Whether it’s a big-city
daily tabloid or a small town
weekly, newspapers keep
readers and residents up-to-
date on the latest goings-on
in their communities and
across the globe.

Newspapers have been
linked to a range of benefits
for adults that include great-
er civic engagement and
stronger voter turnout. Such
benefits are indispensable,
and it’s equally important
to recognize ways in which
newspapers benefit children.

* Reading and discuss-
ing newspaper stories can
foster stronger language
development. A 2022 study
published in the Internation-
al Journal of Environmental
Research and Public Health
noted that parents who pro-
vide newspapers at home
for their children to read
and then discuss stories with
young readers can help kids
develop strong language
skills, which could ultimate-
ly benefit them in the class-
room and in their personal
interactions. The study also
noted that discussing news-
paper stories with young-
sters creates opportunities
for children to explore their
thoughts.

* Newspapers can help
children develop their crit-
ical thinking skills. A me-

WELDING

ta-analysis examining ways
to teach students critical
thinking skills published in
the Review of Educational
Research noted that critical
thinking skills are vital be-
cause they bolster students’
ability to interpret, analyze,
evaluate, and make infer-
ences. Newspapers are an
invaluable resource for ed-
ucators aiming to bolster
kids’ critical thinking skills,
as they can be used to teach
students to recognize why
stories were written, how
information in a given story
was learned and gathered
and how to verify informa-
tion in a news story. Each
of those lessons requires
interpretation, analysis and
evaluation, ultimately instill-
ing in students vital critical
thinking skills that can serve
them in the classroom and
beyond.

* Newspapers help stu-
dents develop vital com-
munication skills. A 2024
study published in the Ele-
mentaria Journal of Educa-
tional Research found that
reading newspapers helped
student participants in the
study improve their vocab-
ulary, enhance their writing
skills and more effective-
ly articulate their ideas.
Authors behind the study
ultimately characterized
newspapers as valuable ed-
ucational tools, a conclusion
that has been reached by re-
searchers across a range of
academic disciplines.

Newspapers are part of
the fabric of the communi-
ties they cover, and children
have much to gain from be-
ing granted access to their
local papers in the classroom
and at home.

¢ Real hands-on experience

¢ Includes on site and off site
internship

e State-of-the-art facilities

renovated in 2022 including
a robotic arm

Gateway’s Welding program is a Chapter 74
vocational education program that prepares students
for a career in Metal Fabrication and Welding!

www.grsd.org

JOIN US! Apply today!

EARLY EDUCATION
& CARE

At Gateway you can join our Early Education
and Care program (EEC) in 9th grade!

By the time you graduate, you will be ready,
certified, and prepared to work
with young learners!

‘ You will also be on track to: ’

o Know how to plan‘engaging
activities'and lessons

o' Have CPR'& First Aid

certification

p ce
internshipfopportunitie’s

Visit:

www.grsd.org
for more information!
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Well-rounded education benefits students

Academic environ-
ments have undergone quite
a change over the last sev-
eral decades. Technological
advancements have changed
the way educators teach
and how students learn, but
there’s also been a notable
shift in what students are
learning.

Science, technology, en-
gineering, and math (STEM)
has become a point of em-
phasis in twenty-first centu-
ry classrooms, and for good
reason. The U.S. National
Science Foundation notes
that a workforce educated in
STEM is vital to a country’s
prosperity and security. Op-
portunities in STEM fields
are on the rise as well, as the
Bureau of Labor Statistics
estimates STEM occupa-
tions will grow by roughly
11 percent between 2022
and 2032.

The value of STEM
is undeniable. However,
students and parents also
should recognize the many
ways a well-rounded edu-
cation that includes math
and science but also the hu-
manities and social sciences
facilitates strong academic
performance.

Critical thinking skills

A well-rounded educa-
tion can instill important and
useful critical thinking skills
in students. When students
direct the bulk of their at-
tention to a single subject or

category of subjects, they’re
less likely to understand how
interconnected coursework,
and indeed the world, can
be. A well-rounded educa-
tion can instill in students a
more nuanced way of look-
ing at problems and potential
solutions. That ability can
positively affect students’
personal lives and ultimately
their professional lives when
their formal schooling ends,
as they will be in position to
better assess situations.
Comprehension
Tests are designed to
gauge students’ grasp of
material. Students’ ability to
comprehend lessons taught
in the classroom is a big part
of that, and a well-round-

ed education fosters strong
comprehension  skills. A
2018 report from the New
York State Education De-
partment noted that research
has found that students are
better readers after they have
been exposed to the lan-
guage and vocabulary of the
natural world, the sciences
and social studies.

Crossover benefits

A well-rounded educa-
tion can help students per-
form better in all of their
subjects. In 2021, a Uni-
versity of Buffalo academ-
ic and researcher studying
children and dyslexia made
a startling discovery regard-
ing the value of reading and
how it affects performance
in subjects like math. The
research found that reading
proficiency crosses aca-
demic domains and actu-
ally guides how students
approach various tasks and
solve problems. That means
a well-rounded education
that includes reading-heavy
subjects, like those in the hu-
manities and social sciences,
could actually improve how
students perform in STEM
classes.

A well-rounded educa-
tion pays a number of divi-
dends for students. Recogni-
tion of those benefits might
compel parents to support a
curriculum that includes a
wide array of subjects and
academic disciplines.
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Gateway announces expansion
of career pathways, Chapter 74
vocational opportunities

Gateway Regional
School (GRS) is proud to
announce the expansion of
its personalized learning
model, featuring anticipat-
ed openings in its premier
Chapter 74 Vocational Pro-
grams for the fall of 2026.
Designed as a “launchpad”
for student success, GRS
continues to bridge the gap
between classroom learning
and real-world career read-
iness for students in grades
6-12.

Innovative Middle School
Exploration

The journey begins in
the middle grades (6-8),
where students engage in an
expansive exploratory pro-
gram. With 26 unique course
options—ranging from Intro
to Tourism and Woodshop to
Data and Statistics in Sports
and Sociology—students are
encouraged to uncover their
passions early.

By the eighth grade,
students can gain a head
start by accessing Gateway’s
Chapter 74 vocational pro-
grams, providing hands-on
introduction to high-demand
fields before they even enter
high school.

Challenging Chapter 74
Vocational Programs
Gateway’s commitment

to excellence is anchored by
two flagship programs that
prepare students for immedi-
ate entry into the workforce:

* Welding & Metal Fab-
rication: This program offers
real hands-on experience
in state-of-the-art facilities
renovated in 2022. Students
learn on modern equipment,
including a robotic arm, and
participate in both on-site
and off-site internships.

e Early Education and
Care (EEC): Starting in 9th
grade, students in the EEC
program are put on a track to
become certified profession-
als. The curriculum includes
lesson planning for young
learners, CPR and First Aid
certification, and immersive
internship opportunities.

A Personalized Path

to the Future

As students reach the
10th grade, they partici-
pate in a “demonstration of
learning” to chart their spe-
cific goals for their final two
years. This tailored approach
allows for meaningful expe-
riences, including:

* Internships and Co-
ops: Real-world placements
in students’ fields of interest.

e College Credits:
Through  dual-enrollment
and concurrent enrollment

partnerships with universi-
ties across the country.

*  Work-Study Place-
ments: Providing a practical
balance between education
and professional experience.

“At Gateway Regional
School, education is more
than coursework—it’s a
launchpad,” Dr. WIII Sulli-
van, GRS Principal, states.
“We empower our students
to excel in life after grad-
uation through intention-
ally personalized learning
pathways crafted to foster
achievement and community
impact.”

Join the
Gateway Community

Gateway Regional
School welcomes students
from its six member towns
and surrounding communi-
ties. Families interested in
exploring these opportuni-
ties for the Fall 2026 semes-
ter are encouraged to apply
today.

For more information on
programs and how to apply,
please visit www.grsd.org.

Media Contact: Gate-
way Regional School Dis-
trict Website: www.grsd.org

Gateway Regional
School DistricT is located
at 12 Littleville Road, Hun-
tington, MA 01050.

WELCOME TO GATEWAY REGIONAL SCHOOL

“AT GATEWAY REGIONAL SCHOOL,
EDUCATION IS
MORE THAN COURSEWORK -
IT’S A LAUNCHPAD.”

Gateway Regional School (GRS) is proud to educate and welcome students from the six member towns and
surrounding communities in a vibrant, forward-thinking learning environment designed to prepare students for
life beyond the classroom.

Serving students in grades 6-12, Gateway Regional School is built around one central goal: helping every
student discover their interests, develop their strengths, and chart a clear path toward future success. That
journey begins in the middle grades, where students in grades 6-8, participate in an expansive exploratory
program offering 26 unique course options. From Intro to Tourism and Woodshop to Data and Statistics in
Sports, Financial Literacy, Engineering, and Sociology, students are encouraged to explore new ideas, uncover
passions, and start thinking about possible career pathways early on. Eighth-grade students can take that
exploration even further by accessing Gateway’s Chapter 74 vocational programs in Early Education and Care
and Welding, giving them a hands=on introduction to high-demand fields before they enter high school.

Once students reach high school, Gateway shifts into a highly personalized learning model. In grade 10,
students complete a demonstration of learning, sharing their goals and aspirations for their final two years
at GRS. These plans guide meaningful experiences such as internships, co-ops, and work-study placements,
allowing students to gain real-world experience in fields they are excited to pursue.

Gateway’s strong partnerships with colleges and universities across the country further expand student
opportunities through dual-enrolilment and concurrent enrolilment programs, helping students earn college
credit while still in high school. Looking ahead, Gateway Regional School is excited to announce anticipated
openings in its Chapter 74 Vocational Programs for fall 2026, creating new opportunities for students interested
in Early Education and Care and Welding.

GATEWAY REGIONAL'S COMMITMENT TO THE FUTURE AND TO EXCELLENCE:

AT GATEWAY REGIONAL SCHOOL, STUDENTS ARE EMPOWERED TO EXCEL IN LIFE
AFTER GRADUATION THROUGH INTENTIONALLY PERSONALIZED LEARNING PATHWAYS
AND OPPORTUNITIES, CRAFTED TO FOSTER A FUTURE OF ACHIEVEMENT,
CONTRIBUTION, UNDERSTANDING, LEADERSHIP, AND COMMUNITY IMPACT.
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PVPA continues to invest in Arts-focused education

At a time when many
public schools are trying to
manage difficult budgets by
cutting Art programs, Pio-
neer Valley Performing Arts
Public Charter School con-
tinues to invest in Arts-fo-
cused education for students
in Grades 7 - 12.

With an  extensive
Course Catalog of chal-
lenging Academic and Arts
courses, PVPA employs 15

full-time Arts teachers, and
now has five Arts Depart-
ments: Music, Dance, The-
atre, Visual Arts and new
this year, Technical Design
and Production.

Students are encouraged
to find their artistic voice
through a range of introduc-
tory courses and audition
level course options, with
multiple performance oppor-
tunities, all integrated with

their core academics.

PVPA students consis-
tently show that incorporat-
ing the arts into education
creates, not just better art-
ists, but better students who
are equipped to be active
participants in their future.

Visit for an Open House
on Thursday, Jan. 22, and see
why PVPA is consistently
voted one of the Best Charter
Schools in the Valley.

As a public charter
school, admission to PVPA
is free and open to all Mas-
sachusetts students by lot-
tery; no tuition or audition
required.

Now accepting appli-
cations for the 2026/2027
school year for Grades 7-12
at pvpa.org/admissions.

For more information,
please email admissions@

pvpa.org.

Teaching the
Next Generation

Are you passionate about
making a positive impact
on young minds within

a dynamic public school
environment?

Springfield Public Schools
is seeking knowledgable,
highly effective,

diverse educators,

to join our K-12 district!

Be part of a school system that is thriving in
A Culture of Equity and Proficiency serving over 26,000 students.

. springfieldk12

springfieldpublicschools.com
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Classifieds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 1 SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

Call us at 413.283.8393
~snces W seances W scavces N WP wanren [ REAL EStaTe

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical  instruments,  guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage electron-
ics, jewelry, coins, watches, military
cameras, sports memorabilia, art,
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio
equipment, audio equipment, toys,
one item or entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

A Gall We Haul

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work,
no project too small. Service upgrades,
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

INSTRUCTION

NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

KEN'’S PAINTING SERVICES. Interior
painting/staining, wallpaper removal, wall/
ceiling resurfacing, cabinet painting. Qual-
ity workmanship, fully insured. Free esti-
mates. Call 413-896-8264.

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior,
exterior painting and wallpapering.
Also minor carpentry. 413-310-5099.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

Wilbraham United Church is hiring
a part-time, experienced
ADMINISTRATIVE

ASSISTANT/BOOKKEEPER.
Apply to Wilbraham United Church,
Attention: Alesia; 500 Main Street;
Wilbraham, MA 01095. More infor-
mation at www.wilbrahamunited-
church.org/about-us-2/

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now
$1,200. 413-218-2321

CASH

(0]

LUDLOW PUBLIC SCHOOL
DISTRICT PARA-EDUCATOR.
Submit resume and letter of intent

to: www.schoolspring.com

FOR RENT

PALMER: 1 BR Apt.
No Pets/No Smoking.
Breton Estates
413-283-6940

__FORRENT
a

All'real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

ADVERTISING

SALES

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

» Do you want to work in your community helping
local businesses connect with their customers?

» Do you want a career supporting local journalism,
which tells the unique stories of our communities?

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person
interested in selling advertising for our community
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.

Turley Publications, a locally owned family
business, offers a competitive commission
structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:;jamie@turley.com

FAST REMOVAL y.\:11 -
Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it. 4 N
413-531-1936 FREE TOWING
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED CRAS§ITPSAEI EvAlg IEI s
CALL OR TEXT
a413-219-6839
DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL- P P
INGS, pl ir. Drywall hanging.
Sk S Buying? Selling?
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. Our
alisias Classifieds
(413) 687-5552| | (et Results!
\_ Y, et Rhesults!
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON
or call: 413-283-8393
: 2 Quabbin———
1 2 3 4 Village Hills
Circulation:
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Prco
21 Baseires | 22 Bty | 23 Basefrce| 24 B sh00
e | 26 | 27 ) 28 wemzl | Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800
29 Bastsoss | 30 Bese e | 31 Bstae| 32 B ss0n
All Three ZONES for $26.00
33 Basessss | 34 Bsegang| 39 Basesass| 36 | for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.
3 Bastaas | 38 Base frce| 39 Basgisso| 40 i
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X perweek rate = $
Credit Card: d MasterCard dVISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Ccw
Amount of charge: Date: Make checks payable to Turley Publications
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

—
=
e W)

5
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BRINFIELD

et
g

STURBRIDGE

- M

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

il

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
We get results!

Call 413-283-8393

Turley%

Publications, Inc

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAN ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE
COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER
THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER
(UABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL
THE SUN
WILBRAHAN-HAMPDEN TIMES
TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS

turleynews

TurleyPublications
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

BUYING OR SELLING....
?“ST R040 WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

WINTER SALE!!!!

TOY CLEARANCE! BA s S0 Wlﬁ%ﬁﬁfﬁPLIEs

0/ 11} . | -
ik LU ILALLLLY | DESHENTIALRENTAL 53,000 PERMONQ | From Carhartt Clothing to Wood Pellts

Beautiful 3-bed , 2.5-bath h ith : . .
GIANT APPLIANOE REBATESI " ana-ucalrugaragg siuated on 3 acres of I\gr:d, Spring will be here before you know it!
inn available now. This well-maintained property T

offers a spacious primary bedroom with private Visit us to get ready for your early

full bath, jacuzzi tub, and walk-in closet. T i
M ATTRESS SAL E ! !! al:iditi?)nallgglrﬂ)ugly ggedwt?edrg]oggssehargv g spring garden' house and farm needs.

full bath. The fully applianced kitchen opens

SLEDS SKATES TOBOGG ANs TUBES"' to a dining area with a slider leading to a deck
J ) ) 1] overlooking a private backyard. Additional features include a spacious living ESTABLISHED 1914 CK F A Visit our Website

room and a dedicated office/den, ideal for working from home. Enjoy privacy Wl ”ﬂfebwkﬂﬂye

SEE AD INSIDE!! and outdoor space while remaining conveniently located. First, last, and “}““ CO'OP MER ;’ “"!I';"':l

security deposit required. Credit and reference check required. 9 'j’ms’m

12 MONTHS WH ITco @ 2l 's MoRe THAN Your AveraGE FARM & GARDEN STORE! speuulevems

AT 140 Main St Spencer 508-885.9343 772353‘6"6““3"3 23 - R ||| Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road Gilbertvile, MA 02031

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm 413-477-6913 www.hardwickfarmers.net

—
Country Canine

i KENNELS

_ . Subscribe Today! —

i Suscribe ! | PARK SAW SHOP
.283.8393 * newspapers.turley.com oarding,

NEWSPAPERS % ann_9a0.
24 Water St., Palmer Turley % Boarding star?mg at $40 a night P A:::EZRP‘:’IIXKOSI%Q 1(4810:?) g:ﬁ-g;‘)gg
80 Main St., Ware Publlcat|ons, Inc « Daycare starting at $26 a day y

\EV\S

STIHL ®Husqvarna

84 Greenwich Plains Road MOn-Fri 6:30am'4pm o Sat 7am'N00n
7 > Ware, MA 01082 Shipping Can Be Arranged
S WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR (413) 277-0334 Office Phone W RENTALS AVAILABLE (&
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH! = countrycaninekennels@gmail.com
LANDSCAPE STONE ©
White ¢ Blue ¢ Purple ¢ Red
LtGray'DarkGrayOBeigEORipRap [ U TE ED ED O ES ED ED D B S B D S S S O O O e e
SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING I 23 Summer Street 508-637-1577 |
Construction Stone  Title V & Presby Septic Sand I i“d‘KtOhISB;;Okﬁeld Tues.-SSat. gam-gpm I
Concrete Sand e Chicken Coop Sand e Utility Sand I & Sun.vam-2pm |
Pool Liner Sand © Stone Dust e Silt ¢ Crushed Gravel I < COFFEE |
Crushed Asphalt e Crushed Concrete * Cold Patch I . I
Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums ' I *+ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS I
D) PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! In-House Fresh Bakery <+ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES :
98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer All Occasion Cake I+ soups
bondsandandgravel.com &= C k A @l | i
508-885-6100 upcakes and Cookies I < COOKIES i
508-885-2480 / Every Month Special Treat Box < MUFFINS
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt ¢ 7= m- S Available For Sale at the Cafe I N I
§ * PASTRIES :
< Future Events ' I
P Contact us to plan your . . .
A next private event. ! B_1;1hng 1:}1 entlfrebag fdor o(rlurer FREE Be;rer:)ge :
N = b w1 urcnase o1 a paxke 0o0da. .- . -
4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation
June 9-12
$899
NO ENTRANCE FEE
Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village
at 315|£Esdwa£dbL?tne, Barre, M/txy 0; t?'OShThis NO ENTRANCE FEE
is a 55 and better community. This home . . .
: : Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village
A A S NO ENTRANCE FEE t 32 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005 Thi
a walk-in closet. Two full bathrooms. A Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village at 21 Vamey 1S @ 99 and bettelr communiy. 'L‘C'“di\s large
May 24....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise......from $1699 four-season sunroom is off the kitchen. Lane,Barre, MA01005. Thisis a 55 and Better community. qurport and :w;ogr%elgtardAer:(_s 6d§132p9r83
June 27....Lake George Cruise & LUNCH .....ooooere $185 Includes two large woodsheds and a metal This home includes a wonderful floor plan with spacious S"”"?. area LS #(]73398886?9 0
July 11.....Provincetown by Fast Ferry.........- $220 garage you can park under to fend off winter rooms. Master bedroom includes a large attached o€ fiSting on :
} ; : weather. Asking $288,000. See listing on bathroom. Two full bathrooms, large back deck, and two
i\“t:; o gggz ﬁi‘:,“a‘“sﬁg‘;'car'l'fl‘;‘: Cruise..... ::gm g}ggg LS # 73433108 lrge wood sheds. Asking 245,000. See MLS#73457117. Call Toclag.’
Share the Adventure with us soon! NLA WATERWHEEL Paul Varney S]_’. 978-355-4438
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357 G ’\ f"i‘ 978-355-3454
or go o Smal adventuretours@attnet .. REALTY Real Estate Broker and Owner  paulraymondvarney@gnailcom

a2l S
RESTAURANT & LOUNGE

Prime Rib & 64 Barre-Paxton Road, Route 122, Rutland

Fresh Seafood | paily $14.99 Home Cooked Specials!
Best Pizza In Town! -
carerinG & event avaase  © B1g Screen TVs To Watch!

BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!!! 508 886 477 -I

Check Out Our Specials at
www.laddsrestaurant.net & 7 - [ RESTAURANT & LOUNGE HOURS:
WED & THURS 4:00-9:00 PM; FRI 2:00-9:00 PM; SAT 11:30 AM-9:30 PM; SUN 11:30 AM-9:00 PM




